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APARTHEID FACES ITS
WORSTCRISIS EVER
What is the significance of the
lalks the African Nalional Con
II.ress had with representa·
tives of South Africa's capitalist
class?
The most far sighted sections

of the South African bourgeoisie
have long been crilical of the
apartheid system because it
creates social tensions that Ctluld
at some point explode. threaten·
'ing·the very existence of capItal-
ism. That is nor to say that apar·
theid is not in the interests of the
bourgeoisie - it provides ;hem
with cheap .Iabour and boosts
their profits. But it is to sa. that
the less ideologically blinkered
capitalists can recognise the
contradictions that the 'system
creates.
The crisis in South Africa now

a new urgency to the
attempt to find a - 'reformist'
solution - that is one that can
minimise potentiaJly revolution·
ary violence and therefore mini·
mise the losses to the capitalist
dass itself. President Botha rec·
ognises this too in his own way:
he has been attempting to lind
some middle road thaI allows .
the intrOOuetion of reforms with·
out seriously alienating the
extremists among the ....·,hite
supremacists.

Problems

For Botha there are twn big
pn>blems: he is himself an
extremist bigot who l'an barely
bring himself to announce even
the very minimal refurms that
have been announced: and there
is in any case no mKirlJe road for
the apartheid system - it is not
possible to refonn it sufficiently
tu syphon off the black revolt
and keep it. in essennals. intat.-r.
For the big bourgeoisie. who

k)r the most pan are oulsloe uf
the Nationalist - that is the
Afrikaner - establishment. it is
possible to \lrlth
more radical to al'n1eve
the same basic end, To that
ctl"ect Gavin Reily of Anglo-
American. the largest and most
powerful of the mininjIC houses.
has propost:d refonn measures
thaI would -go much fun her than
&Jrha is prepared roo thc.lugh
still faU soon of ending the
filmt system. And funher to
thai effect. a number of South

By Clive Bradley
African bourgeois have ilC'tively
pursued 'talks' with repres·
entatives of the ANC,
From their point of view it is

vital to cultivate good rela·
tions with the ANC. Sooner or
later, they calculate. the apar·
theid regime will end and there
will be black majority rule in
South Africa. According to a
recent survey by the Sunday
Times the majority of South
African whites. agree with this
assessment. Many who are half·
hearted white supremacists. like
many American capitalists who
have a stake in the apanheid
system in the shape of invest·
ments. consider it "'ise counsel
to prepare for the future by mak-
ing friends with political forces
likely to be imponant in any
black majority senlement, The
ANC is an obvious candidate for
rounship from that point of
view. In panicuJar. therefore. it·
is considered to be crucial to
demand the unconditional
release of Nelson Mandela:
make friends and intluence
people. There areoi course
some pretty major stumbling
blocks for these Soulh· African
bourgeois in their effons to be
nice to the ANC. first, the ANC
iscommllled, and has been com·
mined since the earl\' sixtit"s, 10
'ar11led struggle' as.a to

down .1panheid, -E.l:ccu·
tives uf AnRla-American arc
unlikel... to welcome such a
commitment. And in any case it
could be politically embarrass·
ing to be too closely identified
with -forces openly calling for
violence - indeed the ANC is
currently calling for the street
\dolence to be taken into the
whire areas.

Circumstances

0.- lac de Beer. a former
upposirion MP, an Executive in
Anglo and a participanr in last
week's talks. rommenled: 'We
obviously cannor suppon' the
ANC's 'armed' struJ,lgle' I",licy;
but that policy is 'the product of
many circumstances. Perhaps
the time "'ill come when those
circumstances will change' •
Even more problemal ie is Despite the shootings the st,ugg!t! ,'mllillueJ
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the ANC's apparent commil·
menl 10 the nationalisation of
the mining industry. In an inler·
view "'ith Newsweek maguine.
ANC leader Oliver Tambo said:
'Soulh Africa is basica!!. very
weallhy. but that weallh is
,)wned by very few people -
three majur romp<lnies. Barlc.1W
Rand. Anglo·American and
SanIO'm...The blads have vinu·
ally nOlhing ...The dislributiun of
wealth is quite and
these monopo1re.. "ill go'.
But Tambo added: 'BUI below

Ihat level. there ",ill be plcnly of
n-.Ull for private enterprise'.

Talks
After the talks de lfc.cr noted

that ,ides believe in a
mixed CC\ml.lmy. Be ('ttmmcnted
thai fheir side had tried to
suadc the: ANC thar
liun is 'nul a remedv'. Nt.....cr·
Ihclc:ss, Sl.lOle doscr p.lIiti':aI
agn..-cnk'nt than that is K,'ing to
be nt."Cessarv if these talk.s are to
CUI11C fo much as rar as the buur·
gt.'·uisic arc concerned.
Meanwhile funher steps

towards organising South

African Iiberahsm have been
taken "ith the sening up of a
new 'convention alliance'.

Table

FOWlded by the leader of the
main white oppositiun pany. the
Progressive federal Pany. and
Zulu Otief Gatsha Buthele:,d,
Ihe nt-Ow alliance. which broughl

over 150 puliticians.
business people. lawycrs and
cj\'il rtghls campaiyners aims to
bring t......erybod)' from the
J\NC through to the- uhra·racist
CHnSt.'rvalive Panv - round the

table,'
It is not just a naive and futile

of polifjl'al childn'n.
']lIe white OpposilivR gn.)ups ...re
fl'pn:M:n1ative or the bii!l buur·

- of people like de
!k'l'rs, And BUlhdcl:i is b.rcly

even as a libt:ral.
His Inkalha Oluvement. judi!lt.'d
by ib 1\)lc in auou:king more
radical upponenls of the cadsl
rl'gime. is in fact c1user-to .
.. .pl\>(u·fasdst move-menl -
complete "ilh armed •.
But these (ie"c1,tpmcnls

shouJd give us cause for some

oope; they indicate the extent to
which the ruling class is begin-
ing to splil in South Afrk'a -
and from thai poinl of view it is
worth recalling that a crucial
fealure of all revolutionary situ-
onions is lbe splininK of Ihe
rulinK class.
The olher fealurc is thai Ihe

oppressed can no longer go on
being ruled in the same way.
And mass resistance eunlinu\.'S.
particularly anltmg youth
in the townships, The ANC's call
for fhe cuunlrv to be made
ullgl)\lt"rnable has rrM:1 ..;tll a
huge respunse-, The OJntenl uf
Ihe call is 4ucstiunable: Tambo.
while calling lOr an insurrfi'1i,KI.
iii alsu prediL'IinlC thai apartheid
may !r.urvive another dC:COlde; but
there can be 00 doubl thai .he
black yuuth "'" an.werillK the
ANC'Hall.

Knowledge
II is the cenain kno",'It"dge

Ihat they beal down lhe
cuming rc...-oIUlk>n indefinilely
thai is forcing South Afrka\,
ruling class inlo ils

crisis.

  

  

APARTHEID FACESITS 
WORST CRISIS EVER 
What is the significance of the 
talks the African National Con 
gress has had with representa- 
tives of South Africa's capitalist 
class? 

The most far sighted sections 
of the South African bourgevisie 
have long been critical of the 
apartheid system because it 
creates social tensions that could 
at some point explode, threaten- 
ing the very existence of capital- 
ism. That is not to say that apar- 
theid is not in the interests of the 
bourgeoisie — it provides them 
with cheap labour and boosts 
their profits. But it is to say that 
the less ideologically blinkered 
capitalists can recognise the 
contradictions that the ‘system 
creates. 

The crisis in South Africa now 
gives a new urgency to the 
attempt to find a ‘reformist’ 
solution — that is one that can 
minimise potentially revolution- 
ary violence and therefore mini- 
mise the losses to the capitalist 
class itself. President Botha rec- 
ognises this too in his own way: 
he has been attempting to find 
some middle road that allows . 
the introduction of reforms with- 

By Clive Bradley 

African bourgeois have actively 
pursued ‘talks’ with rcepres- 
entatives of the ANC. 

From their point of view it is 
vital to cultivate good rela- 
tions with the ANC. Sooner or 
later, they calculate, the apar- 
theid regime will end and there 
will be black majority rule in 
South Africa. According to a 
tecent survey by the Sunday 
Times the majonty of South 
African whites agree with this 
assessment, Many who are halé- 
hearted white supremacists, like 
many American capitalists who 
have a stake in the apartheid 
system in the shape of invest- 
ments, consider it wise counsel 
to prepare for the Future by mak- 
ing friends with political forces 
likely to be imponant in any 
black majority settlement. The 
ANC is an obvious candidate for 
courtship from that point of 
view. In particular, therefore, it - 
is considered to be crucial to 
demand the — unconditional 
telease of Nelson Mandela: 
make friends and_ influence 
peuple. There are of course 

out seriously alienating he some pretty major stumbling 
extremists among the white 4) 5 . 

: for th : supremacists. jocks for these South: African 
bourgeois in their efforts to be 
nice to the ANC, First, the ANC 
is commutted. and has been com- 
mited since the early sixties, to 
‘armed struggle’ as u strategy to 
bring down apartheid. ‘Execu- 
tives of Anglo-Americun are 
unlikely to welcome such a 
commitment. And in any case it 
could be politically embarrass- 
ing to be too closely identified 
with ‘forces openly calling for 
violence — indced the ANC is 
currently calling for the street 
violence to be taken into the 

Problems 

For Botha there are two big 
problems: he is himself an 
extremist bigot who can barely 
bring himself to announce even 
the very minimal reforms that 
have been announced; and there 
is in any case no middle road for 
the apartheid system — it is not 
possible to reform it sufficiently 
to syphon off the black revolt 
and keep it, in essentials, intact. 

For the big bourgevisie. who 
for the most part are outsiae of white areas. 
the Nationalist — that is the . 
Afrikaner — establishment, it is Circumstances 
possible to expenment with 
more radical tactics to acnieve 
the same basic end. To that 
vtfect Gavin Retly of Anglo- 
American, the largest and most 
powerful of the mining houses, 
has proposed reform measures 
that would go much further than 
Botha is prepared to, though 
still fall short of ending the 
racist system. And further to 
that effect, a number of South 

Dr Zac de Beer, a former 
opposition MP, an Executive in 
Anglo and a participant in last 
week's talks, commented: ‘We 
vbviously cannot support’ the 
ANC’s ‘armed struggle’ policy; 
but that policy is "the product of 
Many circumstances. Perhaps 
the time will come when those 
circumstances will change’. 

Even more prodlematic is 
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Despite the shuotings the struggle continues 

the ANC’s apparent commit- 
ment fo the nationalisation of 
the mining industry. In an inter- 
view with Newsweek magazine, 
ANE leader Oliver Tambo said: 
*South Africa is basically very 
wealthy, but that wealth is 
owned by very few people — 
three major companies, Barlow 
Rand, Anglo-American and 
Sanlam...The blacks have virtu- 
ally nothing...The distribution of 
wealth is quite inequitable, and 
these monopoltes will go’. 

But Tambo added: ‘But below 
that level, there will be plenty of 
room for private enterprise’. 

Talks 

Alter the talks de Beer noted 
that both sides believe in a 
mixed economy. He commented 
that their side had tried to per- 
suade the ANC that nationalisa- 
tion is ‘not a remedy’. Never- 
theless, some closer political 
agreement than that is geing to 
be necessary if these tulks are to 
come to much as far as the bour- 
gevisie are concerned. 

Meanwhile further 
towards organising 

steps 
South 

Alrican liberalism have been 
taken with the setting up of a 
new ‘convention alliance’. 

Table 

Founded by the leader of the 
main white opposition party, the 
Progressive Federal Panty, and 
Zulu Chief Gatsha Buthelezi. 
the new alliance, which brought 
together over 150 puliticians, 
business people, lawyers and 
civil rights campaigners aims to 
bring everybody — from the 
ANC through to the ultra-racist 
Conservative Party — round the 
negotiating table. 

It is not just a naive and futile 
gathering of political children. 
The white opposition groups are 
representative of the big bour- 
gevisie — of people like de 
Beers. And Buthelezi is barcly 
duscribable even as a liberal. 
His Inkatha movement. judged 
by its role in attacking more 
radical opponents of the racist 
regime, is in fact cluser-to beimg 
a proto-fascist movement — 
complete with armed thugs. . 

But these developments 
should give us cause for sume 

  
hope: they indicate the extent to 
which the ruling class is begin- 
ing to split in South Africa — 
and from that point of view it is 
worth recalling that a crucial 
feature of all revolutionary situ- 
ations is the splitting of the 

ruling class. 
The other feature is that the 

oppressed can no longer go on 

being ruled in the same way. 
And mass resistance continues. 
particularly among the youth 
in the townships. The ANC’s call 
for the country to be 1 
ungovernable has met with a 
huge response. The content of 
the call is questivnable: Tambu. 
while calling for an insurrection, 
is also predicting that apartheid 
may survive another decade; but 
there can be no duubt that the 
black youth are answering the 
ANC’s call. 

Knowledge 

It is the certain knowledge 
that they cannot beat down the 
coming revolution indefinuiely 
that is forcing South Alrica’s 
ruling class into its greatest 
ever crisis,  
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Insi"de Apartheid
Eye-witness report by Bob Fine

THE FIRST thing that struck
me about my month's stay in
South Africa was the warmth
of the welcome from all sec-
tions of the left.
I met trade unionists from

an array of different organisa-
tions, political activists in the
UDF, AZAPO and the new
Unity Movement. -
At no time did anyone

raise any objection to my
coming over. On the cont-
rary: there was in my limited
experience strong support for
the development of . links be-
tween the left in South Africa
and in Britain.
It is not often that indivi-

duals from the British left go
over to South Africa to feel
for themselves the texture of
the struggle there. My person-
031 view that solidarity is en-
riched by immediate contact
- even though a visitor's ex-
perience is very restricted -
was, 1 think, shared by those
I met.
I should also add that I

personally encountered no
signiOcant instances of racism
against white people, though
of course there was no short-
age of racism against blacks.
As for the violem'e: ap:lrt-

heid is quite successful in iso-
lating bl:lck areas from while
and insulating Ihe white areas
from the worst manifest-
ations of Violence.
Police assaults on white

university studcnts have

dented this wall of insulation,
So too do the rumbling of
military vehicles on the high-
ways, and the daily newspap-
er reports of kiIlings by the
police and army.
While I was in Capetown

32 black people were shot
dead.
The first time, so one

well-informed Afrikaner intt:l-
lectual told me, that the
National Party government
. became conscious of a crisis
as opposed to a policing
difficulty, was after Botha's
Durban speech when the rand
collapsed and so did South
Africa's capacity to repay
foreign debts.
When you go into the

black townships, you may see
a different story. I went to a
Soweto police station, the
garrison filled with military,
with a lawyer friend, to see if
we could help secure the re-
leasc of over 600 school stud-
ents arresled that day.
Inside, the soldh:rs were

tense, silent and hostile - in
Ihdr own vision, mcn at war.
We wl.'re grudgingly told that
the students had heen detain-
ed under emergency provi-
sions' for not attending
si:hool. We asked where they
had becn 'In sellOol'.

True Alice in Wonderland.
The students were being

marchcd under heavy guard
into prison vans for transport-
ation to prison. No visits. no
legal aid, no clothing. no
medicine, no doctors.' no
nothing. Emergency laws at
work.
Outside' parents and

friends congregated. We
collected names and address-
es of detained childnm. With-
out this information no legal
case could be entertained.

It's a Catch-:!2 sit ua tion,
danger out of school and
danger in school.
The atmosphere was angry

but controlled. They were
worried about thdr .:hildren.
On the way back the

lawyer pondered his options.
There was not mu.:h hI:: could
do. An application to court
for abuse of dis.:n:tionary
powers'! We both thought
however that the students

.. ::.

Inside Aparthei 
THE FIRST thing that struck 
me about my month’s stay in 
South Africa was the warmth 
of the welcome from all sec- 
tions of the left. 

I met trade unionists from 
an array of different organisa- 
tions, political activists in the 
UDF, AZAPO and the new 

Unity Movement. 
At no time did anyone 

raise any objection to my 
coming over. On the cont- 
rary: there was in my limited 
experience strong support for 
the development of-links be- 
tween the left in South Africa 
and in Britain. 

It is not often that indivi- 
duals from the British left go 
over to South Africa to feel 
for themselves the texture of 
the struggle there. My Person- 

-al view that solidarity is en- 
tiched by immediate contact 
~ even though a visitor’s ex- 
perience is very restricted — 
was, I think, shared by those 
I met. 

I should also add that | 
personally encountered no 
signiffeant instances of racism 
against white people, though 
of course there was no short- 
age of racism against blacks. 

As for the violence: apart- 
heid is quite successful in iso- 
lating black areas from white 
and insulating the white areas 
from the worst manifest- 
ations of violence. 

Police assaults on white 
university students have 
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Eye-witness report by Bob Fine 
dented this wall of insulation. — 
So too do the rumbling of 
military vehicles on the high- 
ways, and the daily newspap- 
er reports of killings by the 
police and army. 

While ] was in Capetown 
32. black people were shot 
dead. 

The first time, so one 
well-informed Afrikaner intel- 
lectual told me, that the 
National Party government 

‘became conscious of a crisis 
as opposed to a policing 
difficulty, was after Botha’s 
Durban speech when the rand 
collapsed and so did South 
Africa’s ecupacity to repay 
foreign debts. 

When you go into the 
black townships, you may see 
a different story. 1 went toa 
Soweto police station, the 
garrison filled with military, 
with a lawyer friend, to see if 
we could help secure the re- 
lease of over 600 school stud- 
ents arrested that day. 

Inside, the soldiers were 
tense, silent and hostile — in 
their own vision, men at war. 
We were grudgingly told that 
the students had been detain- 
ed under emergency provi- 
sions: for not attending 
school, We asked where they 
had been arrested. ‘In school’. 

True Alice in Wondefland. 
The students were being 

marched under heavy guard 
into prison vans for transport- 
ation to prison. No visits, no 
legal aid, no clothing, no 
medicine, no doctors, “no 
nothing. Emergency Jaws at 
work, 

Outside’ —s parents and 
friends congregated. We 
collected names and address- 
es of detained children. With- 
out this information no legal 
case could be entertained. 

It’s a Catch-22 situation, 
danger out of school and 
danger in school. 

The atmosphere was angry 
but controlled. They were 
worried about their children. 

On the way back the 
lawyer pondered his options. 
There was not much he could 
do. An application to court 
for abuse of discretionary 
powers? We both thought 
however that the students 
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behind In the compound.
They were ordered to
their own way home.
are now dispersed beyond the
union's reach.

My informant was very
worried ahout the fUlun: but
101 per cent 10
the union. lJe said that hI: •
had one rand in his po.:kd.
His and child arc In
Mafeken. and he fears Ihat
he and his family will 100l'
their home.
The union called off the

strike after a day in on1t:r
to pursue a number of legal
actions which are still In
train. Through the Supreml'
Court and the
Court they have bt:en taking
action over evictions from thl:
compounds, over dismissals in
a It:gal strike, and over theft
of miners' possessions.
They are also suing man-

agement for contempt of
court for failing to obey
interim orders, and have per-
haps a wild long""hot hope of
putting management in jail.
The NUM has shot up to

the status of a giant union in
just a few years. It now has
around 100,000 members and
is ably led by Cyril Rama-
phosa, a lawyer.
Most people I talked to

thought that he had led nego-
tiations with the Chamber of
Mines very well until the last
moment.
The union had won 23%

increase in 80% of the mines
and also the scrapping of job
reservation. They had played
on splits within Chamber of
the Mines. However, the splits
were then turned in the
Chamber's favour.
The union could not call

a general strike throughout
the mines. It had threatened
to do so if miners were vic-
timised.
The two mining compan-

ies which refused to agree
were those in which the NUM
was least well organised. Per-
haps it would have been
better to hold off the strike
until they were better organ-
ised. showing to the workers
the example of what organisa-
tion could achieve elsewhere.
But it was a difficult deci-

sion, and the outcome is still
in question.
The union is facnd wit h

the task of consolidating org-
anisation .among a rapidly
growing militant membership.
Most trade unionists I talked
to had a very high regard for
Ramaphosa and the NUM.
'A potentidlly great working
cliES leader'. was one

" fOSATU offidal'Homment.

men came to the mine with
the union flag and leaflets
announcing the strike. The
men. were arrested but the
'word got through. He was
due to be on the night shift
when the strike broke out.
With the others, he stayed

in bed in the compound in-
stead of going to work.
The mine polke took the

strikers to the manager's
office. They seen one
by one. The manager told
them that the union had
called off the strike and they
would be dismissed if they
continued. Most held out.

My informant said he slip-
ped out of the compound te.
walk eight miles or so to the
union office to tell them
what was happenfng. .The
NUM officials, however, were
surrounded by Defence Force
soldiers and could not leave.
He slipped back into the

compound in time to be
rounded up by the mine
police, many of whom were
South African Defence Force
soldiers in mine police uni-
forms, he thought, together
with the day shift in the early
dawn.
After threats and heavy

beatings with sjamboks,
about three quarters of the
miners went back to work.
The remaining strikers were
herded into the quarantine
camp which had been used
for cholera cases among
miners from Malawi.
My informant is nothing if

not resourceful and again
slipped out before the other
strikers were herded into the
camp. He made his way. to
the NUM office. .
Some of the strikers were

kept in the enclosure from
morning to midnight without
food or drink. At midnight
trucks arrived to transport
the strikers to a small town
on the edge of Bophutha-
tswana.
. They were given small
sums up to 75 rand, a frac-
tion of what they were owed.
Their ossessions were left

ANC presldenl (jlll'a Tambo.

the rear of the conference
hall. Mandell''; 'Free-
dom. ter', 'Long live

together.
The commuter

however, who live in Bophu-
thatswana and work over the
border in South Africa, have
no s'uch loyalty to their
'chid'.
At my meetings with trade

unionists I was struck by the
very high level of organisation
and discipline. Workers are
·hungry for educational pro-
grammes provided by the un-
ion. They were fervent in
their commitment to trade
union democracy. Can it be
true, I was asked many times,
that Arthur Scargill is presid-
ent for life? Say the workers
don't want him in the future.
Should not the president be
a worker rather than a full
time official? Is he paid a
worker's wages?

I visited the South African
NUM offices shortly after
their strike. Inside there were
ISO dismissed and evicted
miners living there.
The union had negotiated

a deal with 80% of the Cham-
ber of Mines, including the
giant Anglo American group.
The deal was for 23% wage
increase and an end to job
reservation. ,_

two mining com-
panies refused to negotiate:
Gencor and Anglo-Vaal. The
NUM called a strike against
these two hard-line compan-
ies for their full 23% increase.
The falling rand had pushed
profits in the gold-mining
industry sky-high.
The I SO men in the Johan-

nesburg NUM office had
been evicted from their com-
pound and dismissed from
. work for joining the strike.
. The NUM was attempting to
keep them together to fight
forreinstatement.
I talked at length with one

young miner from Mafeken in
Bophuthatswana, mainly
through an interpreter.
He told

Continued
would probabli be in
I There wi!' 'no
room in the prison. So it
proved.
Everywhere in South

Africa there is double talk.
'Apartheid is over' said the
headlines in the Capetown
newspapers" .as Botha toured
the homelands,· praying for
rain, and announcing this or
that reform, in fact any re-
form but giving blacks the
vote as equals.
In Durban the proto-fasc-

ist 'chief of the Zulus was
elevated as the great hope of
the English-speaking liberal
establishment. Buthelezi de-
nounced violence, even as his
impis imposed their own
version.
The meeting in Zambia

between the English and Afri-
kaner bosses of South African
capital and the ANC was
heralded in most of the Eng-
lish papers. The ANC leaders
are quite intelligent, we read,
up to date with· the news
inside the country, meQ'1\'wIC
can talk the same language
with;
The comment by Gavin

Reily, the boss of the Anglo
American· Corporation, that
he would rather do business
with Oliver Tambo, head of
the ANC, than with Edward
Kennedy, was given promi-
nence. Tambo's comments
were of course censored.
I went to Mafeking, capital

of the 'independent' home-
land of Bophu.thatswana.
There the ultra-modern stad-
ium, government house, and
university lie in a middle-class
oasis surrounded by reloca-
tion camps.
"We're South Africans",

one of the university students
said. "When abroad, when
you do not recognise Man-
gope, the Bop chief, remem-
ber those who live under
h· " .1m •
Important work and edu-

cation are being conducted
in the university but it's very
uneven. There are a number
of progressives. Mafeking is a
bit of a haven for draft evad-
ers.
Mangope, unlike the Ciskei

chief Lennox Sebe, plays his
cards shrewdly and has some
money to throw around.
When Botha visited Mafeking
students demonstrated. Man-
gope met them in person and
said "I'U respect your right to
demonstrate if you respect
my right to invite my guest".
The demonstration was

taken by security forces to I

Continued 

would probably be released in 
a feweedays. There "no 
room in the prison. So it 
proved, 

Everywhere in South 
Africa there is double talk. 
‘Apartheid is over’ said the 
headlines in the Capetown 
newspapers, as Botha toured 
the homelands, praying for 
rain, and announcing this or 
that reform, in fact any re- 
form but giving blacks the 
vote as equals. 

In Durban the proto-fasc- 
ist ‘chief?’ of the Zulus was 
elevated as the great hope of 
the English-speaking liberal 
establishment. Buthelezi de- 
nounced violence, even as his 
impis imposed their own 
version, 

The meeting in Zambia 
between the English and Afri- 
kaner bosses of South African 
capital and the ANC was 
heralded in most of the Eng- 
lish papers. The ANC leaders 
are quite intelligent, we read, 
up to date with the news 
inside the country, menswe 
can talk the same language 
with. 

The comment by Gavin 
Relly, the boss of the Anglo 
Amenican Corporation, that 
he would rather do business 
with Oliver Tambo, head of 
the ANC, than with Edward 
Kennedy, was given promi- 
nence. Tambo’s comments 
were of course censored, 

I went to Mafeking, capital 
of the ‘independent’ home- 
land of Bophuthatswana. 
There the ultra-modern stad- 
jum, government house, and 
university lie in a middle-class 
oasis surrounded by reloca- 
tion camps. 

“We're South Africans”, 
one of the university students 
said, “When abroad, when 
you do not recognise Man- 
gope, the Bop chief, remem- 
ber those who live under 
him”, so 

Important work and edu- 
cation are being conducted 
in the university but it's very 
uneven. There are a number 
of progressives. Mafeking is a 
bit of a haven for draft evad- 
ers. 

Mangope, unlike the Ciskei 
chief Lennox Sebe, plays his 
cards shrewdly and has some 
money to throw around. 
When Botha visited Mafeking 
Students demonstrated. Man- 
gope met them in person and 
said “I'll respect your right to 
demonstrate if you respect 
my right to invite my guest’. 

The demonstration was 
taken by security forces tor 

NUM _ offices 

the rear of the conference 
hall. ‘Free Mandela’; ‘Free- 
dom «Chgfter’, ‘Long live 
Mangop ingled together. 4 

The commuter workers, 
however, who live in Bophu- 
thatswana and work over the 
border in South Africa, have 
no such loyalty to their 
‘chief’. 

At my meetings with trade 
unionists | was struck by the 
very high level of organisation 
and discipline. Workers are 
-hungry for educational pro- 
grammes provided by the un- 
ion. They were fervent in 
their commitment to trade 
union democracy. Can it be 
true, I was asked many times, 
that Arthur Scargill is presid- 
ent for life? Say the workers 
don’t want him in the future. 
Should not the president be 
a worker rather than a full 
time official? Is he paid a 
worker’s wages? 

I visited the South African 
shortly after 

their strike. Inside there were 
150 dismissed and evicted 
miners living there. 

The union had negotiated 
a deal with 80% of the Cham- 
ber of Mines, including the 
giant Anglo American group, 
The deal was for 23% wage 
increase and an end to job 
Teservation, «.. 

However, two mining com- 
panies refused to negotiate: 
Gencor and Anglo-Vaal. The 
NUM called a strike against 
these two hard-line compan- . 
ies for their full 23% increase. 
The falling rand had pushed 
profits in the gold-mining 
industry sky-high. 

The 150 men in the Johan- 
nesburg NUM office had 
been evicted from their com- 
pound and dismissed from 

. work for joining the strike. 
The NUM was attempting to 
keep them together to fight 
for‘reinstatement. 

] talked at length with one 
young miner from Mafeken in 
Bophuthatswana, mainly 
through an interpreter. 

He told me_that union 

  

    Their 

men came to the mine with 
the union flag and leaflets 
announcing the strike. The 
men .were arrested but the 

‘word got through. He was 
due to be on the night shift 
when the strike broke out. 

With the others, he stayed 
in bed in the compound in- 
stead of going to work. 

The mine police took the 
strikers to the manager’s 
office. They were seen one 
by one. The manager told 
them that the union had 
called off the strike and they 
would be dismissed if they 
continued. Most held out. 

My informant said he slip- 
ped out of the compound to 
walk eight miles or so to the 
union office to tell them 
what was happening. - The 
NUM officials, however, were 
surrounded by Defence Force 
soldiers and could not leave. 

He slipped back into the 
compound in time to be 
rounded up by the mine 
police, many of whom were 
South African Defence Force 
soldiers in mine police uni- 
forms, he thought, together 
with the day shift in the early 
dawn. 

After threats and heavy 
beatings with  sjamboks, 
about three quarters of the 
miners went back to work. 
The remaining strikers were 
herded into the quarantine 
camp which had been used 
for cholera cases among 
miners from Malawi. 

My informant is nothing if 
not resourceful and again 
slipped out before the other 
strikers were herded into the 
camp. He made his way to 
the NUM office. 

Some of the strikers were 
kept in the enclosure from 
morning to midnight without 
food or drink. At midnight 
trucks arrived to transport 
the strikers to a small town 
on the edge of Bophutha- 
tswana. 

._ They were given small 
sums up to 75 rand, a frac- 
tion of what they were owed, 

possessions were left    

behind in the compound. 

They were ordered to make 
their own way home. Must 
are now dispersed beyond the 
union's reach, . 

My informant was very 
worried about the future but 
101 per cent committed to 
the union. He said that he 
had one rand in his pocket. 
His wife and child are in 
Mafeken, and he fears that 
he and his family will lose 

their home. 
The union called off the 

Strike after a day in order 
to pursue a number of legal 
actions which are still in 
train. Through the Supreme 
Court and the Industrial 
Court they have been taking 
action over evictions from the 
compounds, over dismissals in 
a legal strike, and over theft 
of miners’ possessions. 

They are also suing man- 
agement for contempt of 
court for failing to obey 
interim orders, and have per- 
haps a wild long-shot hope of 
putting management in jail. 

The NUM has shot up to 
the status of a giant union in 
just a few years. It now has 
around 100,000 members and 
is ably led by Cyril Rama- 
phosa, a lawyer. 

Most people I talked to 
thought that he had led nego- 
tiations with the Chamber of 
Mines very well until the last 
moment. 

The union had won 23% 
increase in 80% of the mines 
and also the scrapping of job 
reservation. They had played 
on splits within Chamber of 
the Mines. However, the splits 
were then turned in the 
Chamber’s favour. 

The union could not call 
a general strike throughout 
the mines. It had threatened 
to do so if miners were vic- 
timised. 

The two mining compan- 
ies which refused to agree 
were those in which the NUM 
was least well organised. Per- 
haps it would have been 
better to hold off the strike 
until they were better organ- 
ised, showing to the workers 
the example of what organisa- 
tion could achieve elsewhere. 

But it was a difficult deci- 
sion, and the outcome is still 
in question. 

The union is faced with 
the task of consolidating org- 
anisation among a rapidly 

growing militant membership. 
Most trade unionists | talked 
to had a very high regard for 
Ramaphosa and the NUM. 
‘A potentially great working 
class leader’, was one 

. FOSATU official’s comment. 
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domestic slaves
Back in the city I was talle-

ina to a woman who iJ an org-
aniser in the domestic worle-
ell' union. She told me of the
street committees of domes-
tic WOrkCIS who would elect
their own street stewards.
When a domestic worker had
a problem with her employer
she would report to the street
committee who would send
the steward and other repres-
entatives to assess the situa-
tion for themselves and put
pressure on the employer to
change.
. Since domestic workers
have no legal rights, this iJ no
easy business.
There is also a problem,

she said, of where to meet.
On one street they met in the
garage of a friendly liberal
employer but were reluctant
to take decisions there for
fear of being overheard.
Sometimes, she said, it was

a case .of low wages. One
woman who received 20 rand
a month got her wages upped
to 120 rand a month - not a
bad percentageincrease.
Sometimes it was a ques-

tion of time off. The union
fought for a rtorm of one
afternoon a weele and two
free days a month, a massive
leap for most.
This is particularly import-

ant since domestic worleers
live alone at the bacle of their
employers' houses, leaving
their families behind in the
townships or homelands.
In some cases it is a ques-

tion of living conditions. One
woman was put in an unheat-
ed caravan in the yard. The
only toilet was in the house,
and she was permitted to use
it only when the 'master' was
out. Otherwise she had to go
into the bushes.
There are all ..:kinds of

other issues too. Since the
recent troubles started, for
instance, there has been a
spate of incidents in which
the domestic workers have
been beaten up with sjam-
bob by their masters, in one
case for being a few minutes
late.
The union fights for con-

tracts to be set up between
employell and employees so
that workers' rights can have
some lcp.1standing.
Overall my informant was

quite confident on the trade
union front. Gains were being
made, women being organiJ-
cd, a democratic union struc-
ture established in a notor-
iously difficult area.
This was one side of her

life, But there is another

which is proving less success-
ful.
My informant is not a

member of AZAPO, but she
bas associations with it. There
are often AZAPO people
staying in her house. In Port
Elizabeth, where she lives,
there iJ no love lost between
AZAPO, a black conscious-
ness grouping, and the UDF.
One night a large group of

UDF people came to her
house carrying sticks. Most of

were teenagers. They
started to ransack the house,
saying that they were looking
for AZAPO leaders suspected
to be hiding there.
She described the teenag-

ers as her 'blacle children',
She told her 'children' that
they were behaving exactly
like the security policemen
who had ransacleed her house
three times. She said that her
words made an impression on
them, but they did not leave
before finishing their unsuc-
cessful search.
. Next day she went to the
UDF office to cool things
down. She met with the local
executive to complain about
her treatment. They apologis-
ed but also declared that they
could not tolerate people
harbouring AZAPO leaders.
A few days later, she said,

a hand grenade (Russian
made) was thrown through
her bedroom window. She
was not there at the time.
Another grenade was
at the window of her car. It
bounced off and exploded in
the street. No-one was hurt
either time..
. She was adamant in. her
hostility to UDF.
Why have I mentioned

this? It is not meant to be a
point for AZAPO at the
UDF's expense. There is
ample evidence of violence on
both sides. In some areas it
has become a feud.
It iJ far worse in the east-

ern Cape (the area which
includes Port Elizabeth) than
anywhere else.
Nor should we attribute

to either the UDF or AZAPO
more substance than they
really have. Their structures
are very loose and a lot of
activity goes on in their
names over which they have
no control.
But the point iJ to raiJe

the question of the relation-
ship between trade union org-
anisation in the economic
sphere and community organ-
isation in the political sphere.
There is a sharp contrast in
style.

  

Back in the city I was talk- 
ing to a woman who is an org- 
aniser in the domestic work- 
ers’ union. She told me of the 
street committees of domes- 
tic workers who would elect 
their own street stewards. 
When a domestic worker had 
a problem with her employer 
she would report to the street 
committee who would send 
the steward and other repres- 
entatives to assess the situa- 
tion for themselves and put 
pressure on the employer to 
change. 

. Since domestic workers 
have no legal rights, this is no 
easy business. 

There is also a problem, 
she said, of where to meet. 
On one street they met in the 
garage of a friendly liberal 
employer but were reluctant 
to take decisions there for 
fear of being overheard. 

Sometimes, she said, it was 
a case.of low wages. One 
woman who received 20 rand 
2 month got her wages upped 
to 120 rand a month — nota 
bad percentage increase. 

Sometimes it was a ques- 
tion of time off. The union 
fought for a riorm of one 
afternoon a week and two 
free days a month, a massive 
leap for most. 

This is particularly import- 
ant since domestic workers 
live alone at the back of their 
employers’ houses, leaving 
their families behind in the 
townships or homelands. 

In some cases it is a ques- 
tion of living conditions. One 
woman was put in an unheat- 
ed caravan in the yard. The 
only toilet was in the house, 
and she was permitted to use 
it only when the ‘master’ was 
out, Otherwise she had to go 
into the bushes. 

There are all “kinds of 
other issues too. Since the 
recent troubles started, for 
instance, there has been a 
spate of incidents in which 
the domestic workers have 
been beaten up with sjam- 
boks by their masters, in one 
case for being a few minutes 
late. 

The union fights for con- 
tracts to be set up between 
employers and employees so 
that workers’ rights can have 
some legal standing. 

Overall my informant was 
quite confident on the trade 
union front. Gains were being 
made, women being organis- 
ed, a democratic union struc- 

iousty difficult area. 
This was one side of her 

life. But there is another   ture established in a notor-_ 

Organising 

‘domestic slaves 
which is proving less success- 
ul. 

My informant is not a 
member of AZAPO, but she 
has associations with it. There 
are often AZAPO people 

- staying in her house. In Port 
Elizabeth, where she lives, 
there is no love lost between 
AZAPO, a black conscious- 
ness grouping, and the UDF. 

One night a large group of 
UDF people came to her 
house carrying sticks. Most of 
them were teenagers. They 
started to ransack the house, 
saying that they were looking 
for AZAPO leaders suspected 
to be hiding there. 

She described the teenag- 
ers as her ‘black children’, 
She told her ‘children’ that 
they were behaving exactly 
like the security policemen 
who had ransacked her house 
three times. She said that her 
words made an impression on 
them, but they did not leave 
before finishing their unsuc- 
cessful search. . 

- Next day she went to the 
UDF office to cool things 
down, She met with the local 
executive to complain about 
her treatment. They apologis- 
ed but also declared that they 
could not tolerate people 
harbouring AZAPO leaders. 

A few days later, she said, 
a hand grenade (Russian 
made) was thrown through 
her bedroom window. She 
was not there at the time. 
Another grenade was thrown 
at the window of her car. It 
bounced off and exploded in 
the street. No-one was hurt 
either time. - . 

. She was adamant in. her 
hostility to the UDF. 

Why have I mentioned 
this? It is not meant to bea 
point for AZAPO at the 
UDF’s expense. There is 
ample evidence of violence on 
both sides. In some areas it 
has become a feud. 

It is far worse in the east- 
ern Cape (the area which 
includes Port Elizabeth) than 
anywhere else. . 

Nor should we attribute 
to either the UDF or AZAPO 
more substance than they 
really have. Their structures 
are very loose and a tot of 
activity goes on in their 
names over which they have 
no control. 

But the point is to raise 
the question of the relation- 
ship between trade union org- 
anisation in the economic 
sphere and community organ- 
isation in the political sphere. 
There is a sharp contrast in 
style. 

   



FREE NELSONMANDELA!
"The is mv lif'·". "Tole NeI·
'"'" Mandela ina leiter from the under·
.'{r'llmd on June 20 1%1. "I "'ill con-
tinue fighting until the end of my
day..... On AUR;ust 5 1962 he was cap·
turcd after a tip off hy an informer to
the police. He was charged "";th incit-
in/!( Afrk:w Wurkc-fs to strike in
1%1 and "ith illegally leaving the
country. He was sentenced to five
years' hard labour.
In 0<.1ober 1%3 Mandela was

tn court from prison to join
other underground leaders arrested at
3 farm in Rivoni3. 8ght men, includ-
ing Mandcla. were sentenced to life
imprisonment for sabotage and con·
spirncy to overthrow the govemment
by viol(>"t means. They were taken to
Robben Island to serve their sentence.
Twcnty-t\o\"Q years laler Mandela is still
in gaol.
From his prison cell Mandela has

berome an embodiment of black resis-
tance against apartheid. The call to
frec Mandelais one which resonates
from all sections of the libera-
tiun movement.

Symbol
He is a living symbol not just of the

repressiveness of the regime but of
the capadty of the oppressed to fight
back.'
Many of ,the Western governments

have jl1ined in the call for the release of
fur their o",'Tl reasons; they

hope it dampen the anger of
hlal'ks and provide a lxma fide black
leader \loith whom thc South African
J.!0vcrnmcnt can negotiate a deal. Per-
haps in their minds' eye lies the image
nf Kenyana. drawn, from prison to
twersce' a 'safc' transfer of power in
Kcn ....a.
BOtha's position is Chat he will con·

sider the release of Mandela - but
,'nlv once he renounces the use of
vinicnee. Mandela himself, through
his ",ire 'Winnie, has offered to meet
Botha in prison to discuss the terms of
his release. The offer has not been
pit'kl:d up. And sothe matter rests,
Mandcla is a leader of the African

National Congress (ANe) and is re{X)r-
ted hy his daughter as replying to
Borha's offer thus: .. , am a member of
the ANC.. .1 am in prison as the repres-
entarive of the people and ofour organ-
isarltm. the: ANC, which was banned.
"What freedom am I being offered

\\'hilst the clrRanis:ttion of the people
n.'mains hanned? ..Only frcc men can
nCRuti:stc. Prisoners cannot enter into
l·nntr:tds ...••
..Mandela was nOf convicted alone",

wriles the ANC in its journal. Secheba.
"hut "i'h others ... lf Botha talks of
release of Nelson Mandcla. he must
rek'asc and all politic-
al prisoners -Ullconditionally." (The
ANC's roncern is certainly justified. 1
am no so sure. however. about their
n.''''pm'''l'. Th('uIICvmditiu"ul r('lc(lse nf

hi' cuuJllerpo.H'd In
I}I(' ""("t",u;liullul '('/(,(''''i(' of ull olhrr
poti/rcal pn·.'wllcrs. The one would be
a txlost to the other).
Whl' is Mandcla?What was his

role in the liberation strugRle?
Wh\l the man behind the imaRC::?
He was the son of a (,..hid in rural

Tranc;kcl. He rCt"l'iVl·d a privileRcd
t-dul'Ouilln lcompared 10most blacks) at
a mctht'ldist school and Fort Hare Coil·
ege. where his (loliticallife beRan.
He is said to have. rebelled against

his. family·s. attempt 10 arrange a
marriaJil:c and rc1Urned to Johannes·
burg, "..here he siudied law at Wit·
. "'atcrsrand anc;lthen pr3etiSC'diaw with
the current lea1ier of the ANC, OILver
TJmho.
He was a middk class African who

rdx'lIcd 31o!3in..t rhe t.'tmdilion of 'the
African nati\IO·.
Mandela joined the in 1<)44 as a.

member of the radical Youth League.
The ANt was a highly conservative
organisation at this time. dominated by
chiefs. legalistk in the extreme. thor-
oughly alienated from the working
class.
During the war. for instance, they

npposed all industrial action by black
workers on the general grounds that
they were illegal and would
hamper the war effort. This was also
Ihe general position taken by the South
African Communist Party. Doctor
Xuma. the head of the ANC. took
little interest even in the Minework-
ers' strikc of J940.
TIle Youth League. of which Man-

deln was sexm a leo.ding member. was
in favour of mass mobilisation and
campaigns. but irs polilical
"'as African Nationalist rather
socialist. Its 1944 manifesto. which
M.ndela helped tll write. declared that
it W35 'imperative for the African to
view his problems and Ihose of his
country through the perspective of
Race".
It spoke or "the national cause'· of

Africans. the need ·to impart to the
ANC "a trulv national character". a
belief in "ihe divine destiny of
nations·'. a rejection of "foreign
leadership and ideologies·' and the
unity of all Africans. It sought co·
operation "ith Indian and Coloured
national organisations. It saw South
Africa ac; a country of four national-
ities and claimed the right of •African
sclf-detcrminat inn '.
It drew back. however, from the

racism \I,:hkh it ass()(,..iatcd with Marcus
Garvey's slogans of 'Africa for the
Africans' and 'Hurllhc while man into
the sea'. It described itself as offer-
ing. a ;moderatc' nationalism which
was "not against the European as a
human being - but irrevocably
opposed to while

Class
There was little or no class perspec'

live in the Ytlulh l..caguc's Africanism.
Mandela himself voted for the expul-
sitm of Communists. even though the
position or the CP in support for the
South African war effort and its opposi-
tion to industrial or communityactiv·
ism the war hardly displayed a
deep dass lovaltv.
The ddcat of the African miners'

slrik.e in 194tl was a terrihle blow for
the a whole but espC'l'·
ially so for the black. working class.
On the side of the rulers, it paved the

wav for the defeal of Smuts' segrega·
tionist United Party and the rise to
power ofrhe hardline apartheid Nat·
ionalists in 1948,
On thc side of the ruled. it paved the

"·av for more militanl forms of nalion·
alism. expressed in the Youthl.cague·s
lah'-Qver of the ANC. the I()IN Pro·

of Acti\ln, and a closer alliance
bt·t ......l"Cn African, ;tnd Coloured

jitrnup'i and the Commun·

ist Party.
The Programme of Action claimed

the 'right of sclf·detennination· for
African people and the' use of
'·bt.WCtltt. strike. civil disobedience,
non<oopcration" to realise it_ No
independent working class voice was to
be heard in this programme.
l1,e CP increasingly subordinated

itsdf tn naliunatism, particularly after
it disbanded itself follo"ing the 19SO
Suppression ()f Glmmunism Act. The
trade union movement was al a low
ebb.
"N\1 c:tsv walk to freedom". This

was the tit It· of M.mdcla·s presidential
addrt'ss to the Transvaal ANC in 19SJ.
Till' phrase was borrowed from
NI".'hru.

Uncompromising
Mandt.'la had been 'volunteer-in-

chit-or of the Defiance Campaign. a
camp.ign in which SSOO people had
openly defied the government's race
laws and suffered the penalty.
Mandcla wmte of it: "Ocfiance was

a step of great political significance. It
released strong social forces .. .it was
an effective wa .... of gening the masses
to function Politically...a powerful
method of voicing our indignation ...
one of the best ways of exerting
prcssurcon the government .. Jt inspir·
ed and aroused our people from a
conquered and servile community of
vesmen to a mililant and unrom·
promising band of l'omrndcs·in·arms·'.
The campaign relied on self·sacrifice

and was alreadv \\inding down Yo'hen
the government inln.x1uccd whipping
and five years' imprisonment for acts
of defiance.. At this point the stream of
volunteers dried up.
The campaign had great impact in

arousing 3 moral conscience
apartheid, but it did not 10
securing the repeal or any of the SlX or
seven 'unjust laws' it was aimed at.
More important. it offered little to the
urban working class beyond the role of
admirinJ( onlt'Klkers.
For black "'ttrkers violation of the

law W_3s 311 cveryday necessity and
their ["uncero ""as to avoid the clutches
ofttle pollee. Many must have been
bemust'd as the volunteers offered
themselves up to the police.
TIlC' mm;vintencc of the Defiance

CampaiRnwas also a problem for work·
t·rs. 'WlWIl in oflfltlsition In the rt"'l'tlm-
mt'ndalion5 01 the ANCviolent riots
broke out in the Eastern Cape and a
number of Africans were shot dead,
lhe response of the ANC was to deny
an y respl,lnsihility. .
As 3 leading Trotskyist of the t1me.

Baruch Hirson. commented: uThe
philllSOphv of passive resistance is one
.lhat nt1ws' from a middle class leader-
ship which places no reliance on the
O1.a ....('''', ..1t is a glorification of leaders
;In<t ekvates them as polilkal martyrs
... It stems from thl' religious philt.ls-
t'phy Ih;'1 lher(' ("an he a moral re-

a,,·.kening of the ruler; and it call. in
effect fur negotiations and conressions
that exclude the broad mass of the
people."
Mandela was nol unaware of the

problems. He "Tute: "A political
movement must keep in touch "ith
reality ...Long speeches. the shaking of
fists. the banging of tables and strong·
ly worded rcsolutions...do not bring
about mass actions and can do a
great deal ofharm:' •
He also advocated the need to "fight

unreservedly for the recognition of
African trade unions" and called upon
the ANC to "make the greatest pos·
sible contact with working people".
Workers. however. were not seen as an
independent force but as one element
of the people's struggle.
"Freedom in our lifetime" was the

slogan Mandela·anached to the Free·
dom Olarter approved by the 1955
Congress of the !'e<lple. This provided
the formal basis of the popular alliance
between African. Asian, Coloured and
White partjes to the Congress Alliance.
In his review of the charter, Man-

dela emphasi.ed its multi·racialism:
"For the first time in the history of our
country the democratic forces irrespec·
th'c of race, ideological conviction.
part\' affiliation or religious belief have
ren<;unccd and discarded racialism". It
was a great step forward in this
respect. bu' Mandela underplayed the
degree of racialism still present in an
alliance based on racial groups and
oriented to a fut Ute society based on
"equal status .. .for all national groups
and races",
TIle formal character of the Alliance

as a coalition belween races also
obscured its. class composition. that it
was an alliance across classes.
Mandela. howevcr. stressed approv-
ingly its non·socialist nature: ·'It is by
no means a blueprint for a socialist
state but a programme for the unifica-
tion of various classes and groupings
among the people on a democratic
basis .. .Its· declaration "The People
Shall Govern" visualises the transfer
of po.....er not to any single social class
but to all the people of 'his country".
To all the classes. he argued. the

struggle for democratic rights
offered definite advantages. 'Nhat was

\\'as unity, "the united
front •
Alliance and unity were cet1ainly

necessary, but on whose terms? 'What
was really at issue in the coming years
was the class leadership of the move-
ment: was it to be by workers or by the
radical peny bourgroisie? Although
Mandela saw that "the workers are the
principal force upon whieh the demo-
cratic movement must rely", the
strategies. tactics and goals of the
movement were in no way determined
by the working class.

Election
A clear illustration came in the Bee·

tion S'rike of 1958. Mandela argued -
IOlallycorrectly in my view -Ihatboy-
C'ouis an "effective and- p:>Werful
weapon·' but not a principle.
He wrote: "Some people regard the

bt.1VC\lC:t as a matter of principle which
must be applied invariably at all times
...TI)is is a serious mistake, flJr the
btWC'tltt is in no way a mailer ofprin-
ciph: but a tactical .....eapon·'. Some
people, Mandela continued. "regard
'Participation in the system of separate
racial in any shape or
fllrm" as impermissible.
This "inflexible principle" was also

an error. It was vilal to distinguish
between "panicipation in electtons by
the people who accept racial discrimin.
arilln ...and participation.. .in order to
explt"it them in the interests of the
liberatory struggle'· .
In principle. Mandcla was absolutely

right. Unfortunately. the occasion was
nolo ..
In <lead "f pursuinlt demands f", a
pound a day and lhe end to the pass
laws coming from ","hin the ranks of
the unions ar d instead of pursuing the
militant anti·pass Qrnpaigns of the
women's federation. Mandela ealled
for participation in the white elections
in favour of the United Party and
against the NationalisSs on the grounds
that defeat of the Nationalists was the
top priority.
The eampaign backfired badly

the strike in support of the United
Party was a nop. In the event. the
Nationalists galloped horne while the
UP drifted ever more to the right.
The failure of the Election Strike

fueled a new burst or Africanism and
boycottism in the form of the P2n Afri·
ean Congress. which split off from the
ANC.

Trial
In 1960 Mandela offered his testi·

monyat the Treason Trial. The goventD
ment had arrested ISO political leaders
following the adoption of the Free·
dom Olarter. eharJing them with
participation in a treasonable ton-
spiracy. inspired by international oom·
munism, to overthrow the state by
violent meanS,
The trial dragged on for over four

years. the last of the defendants being
acquined in 196I...lt served its pur.
pose. however. in exhausting the
financial and menta) energies of the
movement at a crucial time .
The court gave considerable space

for political statements. Mandela re-
asserted his commitment to universal
adult franchise, his distance from
Communism and his non-racialism:
"we are t;lot anti-white. we are against
white supremacy."
After his release. Mandela was

heavily involved in the· mass
.which followed the Sharpeville shoot-
ing. This was a tumultuous time in
South Afriean history. when tens of
thousands of workers went -on strike
and took to the streets.
The Congress Alliance was not pre-

pared for this level of working dass
militancy. It either Idt it to its own re-
sources '" made inappropriate calls f'"
Days of Mourning and Stay·al·
Homes which drew workers back from
initiatives already taten. In 1%1, for
example. Mandela was still approach·
ing the United Party. offering support
to their opposition to the dedarauon of
a Republic.
When the ANC finally ealled a

general strike. it "'... far too late. the
worlcrs exhausted bv their heroic
efforts. It was also probably on the
wrong issue. What was the Declaration
of a Republie. the abolition of any
position for Britaln·,s Queen, to most
blacks?
Mandela celcbra'-"I the response

still f,>rthcoming in tlte strike of May
1%1; denounced the massive mobilisa·
tion of the state to qadI it; attackC'd the
opportunism of the PAC and ponder·
ed ,he question of the movement's
non-violence: "is it politically correct
to conlinue preachi"8 peace and non-
vil11enCc when dealing with a... govern-
ment whose barbaric practices hive
brought suffering and misery 10
Africans?"
The truth is that non-violence was

neve-r an option for rhc mass of black
.....orkers. . .
Mandeta w-ent. underM;fOund' to

organise the May Stay·at-home, From
there he issued the ANC caJls for "a
countryv.;de campaign of non-coopc1"ll·
tilln the government",
The plan. he said. was to "make

gt1\'('TTlment impossible". But the
wl'rk.crs hnd already suffered •
defeat. TIle strikes ...:ere over. Pass

had tumt'd into queues for  

  

FREE NELSON MANDELA! 
“The struggle is my fife’. wrote Net 
son Mandela ina letter from the under- 
ground on June 26 1961. “EP will con- 
tinue fighting until the end of my 
days*’, On August 5 1962 he was cap- 
tured after a tip off by an informer to 
the police. He was charged with incit- 
ing African workers to strike in 
1961 and with illegally leaving the 
country. He was sentenced to five 
years’ hard labour. 

In October 1963 Mandela was 
brought to court from prison to join 
other underground leaders arrested at 
a farm in Rivonia. Eight men, includ- 
ing Mandela, were sentenced to life 

imprisonment for sabotage and con- 
spiracy to overthrow the government 
by violent means. They were taken to 
Robben Island to serve their sentence. 
Twenty-two years later Mandela is still 
in gaol. 

From his prison cell Mandela has” 
become an embodiment of black resis- 
tance against apartheid. The call to 
free Mandela is one which resonates 
from all sections of the fibera- 
tion movement. 

Symbol 
He is a living symbol not just of the 

repressiveness of the regime but of 
the capacity of the oppressed to fight 
back.- 

Many of the Western governments 
have joined in the call for the release of 
Mandela for their own reasons; they 
hope it will dampen the anger of 
blacks and provide a bona fide black 
leader with whom the South African 
government can negotiate a deal. Per- 
haps in their minds’ eye lies the image 
of Kenyatta, drawn from prison to 
oversce a ‘safe’ transfer of power in 
Kenya. 

Botha's position is that he will con- 
sider the release of Mandela — but 
anly once he renounces the use of 
violence. Mandeta himself, through 
his wife Winnie, has offered to meet 
Botha in prison to discuss the terms of 
his relcase. The offer has not been 
picked up. And so the matter rests. 
Mandela is a leader of the African 

National Congress (ANC) and is repor- 
ted by his daughter as replying to 
Botha’s offer thus: “I am a member of 
the ANC,... amin prison as the repres- 
entative of the people and of our organ- 
isation, the ANC, which was banned. 

“What freedom am | being offered 
whilst the organisation of the people 
remains banned?...Only free men can 
negotiate. Prisoners cannot enter intd 
contracts. ..°" 

“Mandela was not convicted alone’, 
writes the ANC in its journal. Secheba, 
“but with others...If Botha talks of 

| release of Nelson Mandela, he must 
release NelsomiMandcla and all politic- 
al prisoners conditionally,”” (The 
ANC’s concern is certainly justifted. | 
am. no so sure, however, about their 
response. The unconditional release of 
Mandela should not be counterposed to 
the wneenditional release of all other 

P political prisoners. The one would be 

@ preat boost to the other). 
Who is Mandela? ‘What was_ his 

| political role in the liberation struggle? 
Who was the man behind the image? 

He was the son of a chief in rural 
Transkei. He received a privileged 

education (compared to most blacks) at 
a methodist school and Fort Hare Coll- 

rege. where his political life began. 
He is said to have rebelled against 

his family’s attempt to arrange a 
marriage and returned to Johannes- 

burg. where he studied law at Wit- 
watersrand angthen practised Jaw with 
the current leater of the ANG Oliver 

r Tambo. 
He was a middie class African who 

rebclied against the condition of ‘the 
African nation’, 

Mandela joined the ANC in 1944 as a 

member of the radical Youth League. 
The ANC was a highly conservative 
organisation at this time, dominated by 
chiefs, fegalistic in the extreme, thor- 
oughly alienated from the working 
class. 

During the war, for instance, they 
opposed all industrial action by black 
workers on the general grounds that 
they were ilicgal and would 
hamper the war effort. This was also 
the general position taken by the South 
African Communist Party. Doctor 
Xuma, the head of the ANC, took 
little interest even in the Minework- 
ers’ strike of 1946, 

The Youth League. of which Man- 
dela was soon # leading member, was 
in favour of mass mobilisation and 
campaigns. but its political direction 
was African Nationalist rather than 
socialist. Its 1944 manifesto, which 
Mandela helped to write, declared that 
it was ‘imperative for the African to 
view his problems and those of his 
country through the perspective of 
Race”. 

It spoke of ‘the national cause" of 
Africans, the need ‘to impart to the 
ANC “‘a truly national character", a 
belief in “the divine destiny of 
nations’, a rejection of “foreign 
leadership and ideologies’ and the 
unity of all Africans. It sought co- 
operation with Indian and Coloured 
national organisations. It saw South 
Africa as a country of four national- 
ities and claimed the right of “African 
scif-determination’. 

It drew back, however. from the 
racism which it associated with Marcus 
Garvey's slogans of ‘Africa for the 
Africans’ and ‘Hurl the white man into 
the sea’. It described itself as offer- 
ing a ‘moderate’ nationalism which 
was ‘‘not against the European as a 
human being — but irrevocably 
opposed to white domination.” 

Class 
There was little or no class perspec- 

tive in the Youth League's Africanism. 
Mandela himself voted for the expul- 
sion of Communists, even though the 
position of the CP in its support for the 
South African war effort and its opposi- 
tian to industrial or community activ- 
ism during the war hardly displayed a 
deep class loyalty. 

The defeat of the African miners’ 
strike in 1946 was a terrible blow for 
the movement as a whole but espec- 
ially so for the black working class. 

On the side of the rulers, it paved the 
way for the defeat of Smuts” segrega- 
tionist United Party and the rise to 
power of the hardline apartheid Nat- 
tonalists in 1948. 
On the side of the ruled. it paved the 

way for more militant forms of nation- 

alism, expressed in the Youth League's 
take-over of the ANC, the 1949 Pro- 
gramme of Action, and a closer alliance 
between African, Asian and Coloured 
nationalist: groups and the Commun- 

    
ist Party. 

The Programme of Action claimed 
the ‘right of self-determination’ for 
African people and the ‘use of 
“boycott, strike, civil disobedience, 
non-cooperation”” to realise it. No 
independent working class voice was to 
be heard in this programme. 

The CP increasingly subordinated 
itself to nationalism, particularly after 
it disbanded itself following the 1950 
Suppression of Communism Act. The 
trade union movement was at a low 
ebb. . 

“No casy walk to freedom’. This 
was the title of Mandela's presidential 
address to the Transvaal ANC in 1953, 
The phrase was borrowed = from 
Nehru. 

Uncompromising 
Mandela had been ‘volunteer-in- 

chief of the Defiance Campaign. a 
campaign in which 8500 people had 
openly deficd the government's race 
laws and suffered the penalty. 

Mandela wrote of it: “Defiance was 
a step of grcat political significance. It 
released strong. social forces...it was 
an effective way of getting the masses 
to function politically...a powerful 
method of voicing our indignation... 
one of the best ways of exerting 
pressure on the government...It inspir- 
ed and aroused our people from a 
conquered and servile community of 
yesmen to a militant and uncom. 
promising band of comrades-in-arms"’. 

The campaign relied on self-sacrifice 
and was already winding down when 
the government introduced whipping 
and five years’ imprisonment for acts 
of defiance. At this point the stream of 
volunteers dried up. 

The campaign had great impact in 
arousing 2 moral conscience against 
apartheid, but it did not succeed in 
securing the repeal of any of the six or 
seven ‘unjust laws’ it was aimed at. 
More important, it offered little to the 
urban working class beyond the role of 
admiring onlookers. 

For black workers violation of the 
law was an everyday necessity and 
their concern was to avoid the clutches 
of the police. Many must have been 
bemused as the volunteers offered 
themselves up tothe police. 

The non-violence of the Defiance 
Campaign was also a problem for work- 
ers. When in opposition to the recom: 
mendations of the ANC violent riots 
broke out in the Eastern Cape and a 
number of Africans were shot dead, 
the response of the ANC was to deny 
any responsibility. 

As a leading Trotskyist of the time, 

Baruch Hirson, commented: “The 
Philosophy of passive resistance is one 

that flows from a middle class leader- 

ship which places no reliance on the 
masses...It is a glorification of leaders 
and elevates them as political martyrs 
dt stems from the religious philos- 
ophy that there can be a moral re- 

awakening of the rulers and it calls in 
effect for negotiations and concessions 
that exclude the broad mass of the 

peupte.”* 
Mandela was not unaware of the 

problems, He wrote: ‘A political 
movement must keep in touch with 
reality...Long speeches. the shaking of 
fists, the banging of tables and strong- 
ly worded resolutions...do not bring 
about mass actions and can do a 
great dea! of harm.”” ~ 

Hc also advocated the need to ‘‘fight 
unreservedly for the recognition of 
African trade unions" and called upon 
the ANC to ‘‘make the greatest pos- 
sible contact with working people’’. 
Workers, however, were not seen as an 
independent force but as one element 
of the people’s struggle. 

‘Freedom in our lifetime’ was the 
slogan Mandela-attached to the Free- 
dom. Charter approved by the 1955 
Congress of the People. This provided 
the formal basis of the popular alliance 
between African, Asian. Coloured and 
White parties to the Congress Alliance, 

In his review of the charter, Man- 
dela emphasised its multi-racialism: 
‘*For the first time in the history of our 
country the democratic forces irrespec- 
live of race, ideological conviction, 
party affiliation or religious belief have 
renounced and discarded racialism’’. It 
was a great step forward in this 
respect. but Mandela underplayed the 
degree of racialism still present in an 
alliance based on racial groups and 
oriented to a future society based on 

“equal status...for all national groups 
and races". 

The formal character of the Alliance 
as a coalition between races also 
obscured its class composition, that it 
was an alliance across classes. 
Mandela, however, stressed approv- 
ingly its non-socialist nature: ‘It is by 
no means a blueprint for a socialist 
state but a programme for the unifica- 
tion of various classes and groupings 
among the people on a democratic 
basis...ts ‘declaration ‘The People 
Shall Govern"’ visualises the transfer 
of power not to any single social class 
but to all the people of this country". 

To all the classes. he argued, the 
struggle - for democratic rights 
offered definite advantages. What was 
important was unity, “the united 
front’. 

Alliance and unity were certainly 
necessary, but on whose terms? What 
was really at issue in the coming years 
was the class leadership of the move- 
ment: was it to be by workers or by the 
radical petty bourgeoisie? Although 
Mandela saw that “the workers are the 
principal force upon which the demo- 
cratic movement must rely", the 
strategies, tactics and goals of the 
movement were in no way determined 
by the working class. 

Election 
A clear illustration came in the Elec- 

tion Strike of 1958. Mandela argued — 
totally correctly in my view — that boy- 
cott is an “effective and powerful 
weapon” but not a principle. 

He wrote: “Some people regard the 
boycott as a matter of principle which 
must be applied invariably at all times 
... This is a serious mistake, for the 
boycott is in no way a matter of prin- 
ciple but a tactical weapon’. Some 
people, Mandela continued, “‘regard 
‘participation in the system of separate 
racial repeesentation in any shape or 
form” as impermissible. 

This ‘inflexible principie™’ was also 
an error. It was vital to distinguish 
between ‘‘participation in elections by 
the people who accept racial discrimin. 
atton...and participation...in order to 
exploit them in the interests of the 
liberatory struggle"*. 

In principle, Mandela was absolutely 

a 

right. Unfortunately, the occasion was 
not. 
Instead of pursuing demands for a 

pound a day and the end to the pass 
laws coming from within the ranks of 
the unions ard instead of pursuing the 
militant anti-pass campaigns of the 
women's federation, Mandela called 
for participation in the white elections 
in favour of the United Party and 
against the Nationalists on the grounds 
that defeat of the Nationalists was the 
top priority. 

The campaign backfired badly and 
the strike in support of the United 
Party was a flop. in the event, the 
Nationalists galloped home while the 
UP drifted ever more to the right. 

The failure of the Election Strike 
fueled a new burst of Africanism and 
boycottism in the form of the Pan Afn- 
can Congress, which split off from the 
ANC, 

Trial 
In 1960 Mandela offered his testi- 

mony at the Treason Trial. The govern: 
ment had arrested 156 political leaders 
following the adoption of the Free- 
dom Charter, charging them with 
participation in a treasonable con- 
spiracy. inspired by international com- 
munism, to overthrow the state by 
violent means. 

The trial dragged on for over four 
years, the last of the defendants being 
acquitted in 1961... served its pur- 
pose, however, in exhausting the 
financial and mental energies of the 
movement at a crucialtime. 

The court gave considerable space 
for political statements. Mandela re- 
asserted his commitment to universal 
adult franchise, his distance from 
Cornmunism and his non-racialism: 
“we are not anti-white, we are against 
white supremacy." 

After his release, Mandela was 
heavily involved in the: mass actions 
which followed the Sharpeville shoot- 
ing. This was a tumultuous time in 
South African history, when tens of 
thousands of workers went on strike 
and took to the streets. 

The Congress Alliance was not pft- 
pared for this level of working cass 
militancy. It either left it to its own re- 
sources or made inappropriate calls for 
Days of Mourning and Stay-at- 
Homes which drew workers back from 
initiatives already taken. In 1961, for 
example. Mandela was still approach- 
ing the United Party, offering support 
to their opposition to the declaration of 
a Republic. 

When the ANC finally called a 
general strike, it was far too late, the 
workers exhausted by their heroic 
efforts. It was also probably on the 
wrong issue. What was the Declaration 
of a Republic, the abolition of any 
position for Britain's Queen, to most 
blacks? 

Mandela celebrated the response 
still forthcoming in the strike of May 
1961: denounced the massive mobilisa- 
tion of the state to quell it; attacked the 
opportunism of the PAC and ponder- 
ed the question of the movement's 
non-violence: ‘‘is it politically correct 
to continue preaching peace and non- 
violence when dealing with a-govern- 
ment whose barbaric practices have 
brought suffering and misery to 
Africans?"* 

The truth is that non-violence was 
never an option for the mass of black 
workers. not 

- Mandela went underground” to 
organise the May Stay-at-home. From 
there he issued the ANC calls for “a 
countrywide campaign of non-coopera- 
tion with the government”. 

The plan, he said. was to “make 
government impossible’’. But the 
workers had already suffered & 
defeat. The strikes were over. Pass 
burning had turned into queves for 
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IIFrom his prison cell Mandela has become an embodiment of
black resistance ... But he never really understood working
class pol itics or the class reasons for the defeats suffered at the
ti'me of his imprisonment."

Turn

new passes. The government itself had
severed the possibility of coopera-
tion.
. The ANC 'urned '0 armed struggle
in the form of a satx>tage organisalion,
Urnkhonro We Sizwe (Spear of the
Nation). Although if broke through the
bounds of pacifism and legaJity. its
guerril1aist orientation cut against the
mass organisation of workers. Instead,
reliance was to be placed on small
groups of anned men inmtrating into
'he country.
Mandela. known as Ihe Black

Pimpernel, was picked up and tricd for
incitement to strike illegally. At the
trial in which he defended himself. he
challenged 'he validity ofthe court.
He was "a black man in a white

court" and could not expect a fair and
proper trial. He was not "morally
bound to obey laws made by a Parlia·
ment in whi('h 1 have no representa-
tion".
His case was democratic:"equality

before the law means the right to
participate in the making of the laws by
which one is governed, a constitution
which guarilIltees democratic rights to
all sections of the popula,ion." He
appealed to the Universal Declaration
of human rights. The will of Ihe
people. he said. is the basis of the
authority of government. .
Mandela gave his African national-

ism a radical democratic content:
"all people. irrespective of the national
groups to which they belong ...whose
home is South Africa and who believe
in the principles of democracy and
equality ...should be treated as
Africans". The problem in South
Africa was "the conflict between
conscience and law.,.
The government set the scene for

violence and this could do "only one
thing and that is breed counter-
violence," These were the terrible
choices he and his people faced.
Mandela was convicted only to re-

appear on sabotage charges at the
Rivonia trial. Here he declared that
"violence by the African people had
become inevitable" and that "without
violence there would be no way open to
the African people...All lawful modes
of expressing opposition...had been
closed by legislation. There was no
choice. it was a question of 'submit or
light'.
VIOlence was to be kept to the mini-

mum, sabotage against property not
terrorism against persons.
The object as far as he was

concerned was not communism or a
dassless society. bUI rather the a"ain-
ment of democratic rights: .'. regard
the British Parliament", he said, "as
the most democralic institution tn the
world and Ihe independence and
impaniality ofies judiciary never (ail to
arouse my admiration."

Mandela never explored the particu-
lar form in which "the tum to armed
struggle" was oondU<.1ed in Soulh
. Africa: its alienation from VIOrkers
and struggles. its its
cult of violence as the way forward. He
n;ever. was able to investigate the
reasons for the terrible defeals in the
1900s al the hands of the South African
security forces nor of its connection
.with the annihilation of mass struggle
in this period. •
, He never really understood working •••IlI'o>...
class politics or the class reasons for
the defeals of the movement suffered
at the pointo(his imprisonment. It was
not for ten years or more thaI black
wO'l'ken found I heir reet again in the
strikes of 1973. \
In Ihe wake of this movcment Man.

dela has returned 10 the centre of Ihe.'
political stage. no( as representative. ....
but.as symbol. He has not been
ten In gaol ond he will not be. •

, \

  new passes. The government itself had 
severed the possibility of covopera- 
tion, 

* The ANC turned to armed struggle 
in the form of a sabotage organisation, 
Umkhonto We Sizwe (Spear of the 
Nation). Although it broke through the 
bounds of pacifism and legality. its 
guerrillaist orientation cut against the 
mass organisation of workers. Instead, 
reliance was to be placed on small 
groups of armed men infiltrating into 
the country. 

Mandela, known as the Black 
Pimpernel, was picked up and tried for 
incitement to strike illegally. At the 
trial in which he defended himseif, he 
challenged the validity of the court. 

He was ‘'a black man in a white 
court’’ and could not expect a fair and 
proper trial. He was not ‘morally 
bound to obey laws made by a Parlia- 
ment in whi¢h | have no representa- 
tion’’. 

His case was democratic: ‘equality 
before the law means the right to 
participate in the making of the laws by 
which one is governed, a constitution 
which guarantees democratic rights to 
all sections of the population."’ He 
appealed to the Universal Declaration 
of human rights. The will of the 
people, he said, is the basis of the 
authority of government. . 

Mandela gave his African national- 
ism a radical democratic content: 
“all people, irrespective of the national 
groups to which they belong...whose 
home is South Africa and who believe 
in the principles of democracy and 
equality...should be treated as 
Africans’’. The problem in South 
Africa was “the conflict between 
conscience and law." 

The government set the scene for 
violence and this could do ‘‘only one 
thing and that is breed counter- 
violence.” These were the terrible 
choices he and his people faced. 

Mandela was convicted only to re- 
appear on sabotage charges at the 
Rivonia trial. Here he declared that 
“violence by the African peopie had 
become inevitable” and that ‘‘without 
violence there would be no way open to 

’ the African people...All lawful modes 
of expressing opposition...had been 
closed by legislation. There was no 
choice, it was a question of ‘submit or 
fight’. 

Violence was to be kept to the mini- 
mum, sabotage against property not 
terrorism against persons. 
The object as far as he was 
concerned was not communism or a 
classless society, but rather the attain- 
ment of democratic rights: ‘*l regard 
the British Parliament’’, he said, ‘as 
the most democratic institution in the 
world and the independence and 
impartiality of its judiciary never fail to 
arouse my admiration.” 

Turn 
Mandela never explored the particu- 

lar form in which “the turn to armed 
Struggie’” was conducted in South 

_ Africa: its alienation from workers 
and mass struggles, its exclusivity, its 
cult of violence as the way forward. He 
never, was able to investigate the 
reasons for the terrible defeats in the 
1960s at the hands of the South African 
security forces nor of its connection 
with the annihilation of mass struggle 
in this period. 
“He never really understood working 
class politics or the class reasons for 
the defeats of the movement suffered 
at the point of his imprisonment. It was 
not for ten years or more that black 
workers found their feet again in the 
strikes of 1973, 

{n the wake of this movement Man- 
dela has returned to the centre of the.‘ 
political stage, not as representative 
but as symbol. He has not been forgot: 
ten in gaol and he will not be. 
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“From his prison cell Mandela has become an embodiment of 

_ black resistance .. . But he never really understood working 
class politics or the class reasons for the defeats suffered at the 

- time of his imprisonment.” 
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Black unions
and the ANC

---------- --

I would like to take up Bob
Fine on two historical points in
his article on Nelson Mandela in
a recent issue.
• When you mention that
Mandela and others voted for
the expulsion of the Communist
Party from the African National
Congress you forget to give the
reasons. The South African CP
supported the Afrikaner Nation·
alists, not only during the Hitler·
Stalin Pact period, but also
again in the immediate prelude
to Dr Malan's accession to
power.
Though by the time that

Mandela voted for the expul-
sion, the CP and the ANC were,
as you say, both supporting the
Smuts government's war
efforts, the ANC did so with con·
siderably less enthusiasm and
without making the same whole·
sale compromises. It is easy to
understand that the ANC would
have been bitter .at Stalinist
policy in the immediately
preceding period.
You also don't metion that

many members of the South
African CP resigned from the
party over the issue. Indeed it
has been claimed that a maj·
ority of members did. The ANC
expulsions were in a sense part
of a split in the SACP.
There were several accounts

of this written in the 'SOs. Off·
hand the only person I can recall
as being one of the Communists
who resigned and then sided
with the ANC is Fr. Michael
Scott, who later founded the
Africa Bureau (the same ·Fr.
Michael Scott who was a co-
sponsor of the Committee of
1(0).
I am fairly certain that all the

then black members of the
SACP were alllong those who
left.
When you talk about the

divorce between the early ANC

trade unionism you seem to'
forget three points: -
TIlere were trade unions

founded in the '20s, and though
the founders were members of
the ANC, they were not leading
members.
There was an attempt, in

which the ANC was an active
sponsor, to unite the
unions, the ANC and other
organisations in an African Con·
vention. The fact that it broke
down was by no means exclu-
sively the fault of the ANC.
Right up until the war, indeed

in the mines until this day, the
majority of black workers were/
are hired on a six months con-
tract system. In the '20s this
system was run with chiefs
sending a son OJ; sub-chief and a
party of tribesman, under
contract. to the employer.
The temporary nature of con-

tract employment would militate
against trade unionism and the
fact that such gangs were led by
representatives of tribal chiefs
would mean that only if social·
ists were prepared to take the
class struggle into the tribe
themselves and in so doing
break down the only organs of
black power there were, was a
class based trade unionism
possible. .

I have .never heard of any
socialists in the '20s who were
prepared to present such a
direct challenge' to tribalism.
After the '20s the tribes were"
under assault from the white
establishment and quisling
tribal chiefs were being appoin-'
ted (which is why tr;lde
unionism started then) and why
. the ANC had links to the old
tribal structure. then began,
albeit as a side issue, to approve
of and sponsor trade unions.

Fraternally,
LAURENSOTfER
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Black unions 
and the ANC | 
1 would like to take up Bob 
Fine on two historical points in 
his article on Nelson Mandela in 
a recent issue. 

. When you mention that 
Mandela and others voted for 
the expulsion of the Communist 
Party from the African National 
Congress you forget to give the 
reasons. The South African CP 
supported the Afrikaner Nation- 
alists, not only during the Hitler- 
Stalin Pact period, but also 
again in the immediate prelude 
to Dr Malan’s accession to 
power, 

- Though by the time that 
Mandela voted for the expul- 
sion, the CP and the ANC were, 
as you say, both supporting the 
Smuts | government’s — war 
efforts, the ANC did so with con- 
siderably less enthusiasm and 
without making the same whole- 
sale compromises. It is easy to 
understand that the ANC would 
have been bitter .at Stalinist 
policy. in the immediately 
preceding period. ; 

You also don’t metion that 
many members of the South 
African CP resigned from the 
party over the issue. Indeed it 
has been claimed that a maj- 
ority of members did. The ANC 
‘expulsions were in a sense part 
of a split in the SACP. 

There were several accounts 
of this written in the "SOs. Off- 
hand the only person I can recall 
as being one of the Communists 
who resigned and then sided 
with the ANC is Fr. Michael 
Scott, who later founded the 
Africa Bureau (the same “Fr. 
Michael Scott who was a co- 
sponsor of the Committee of 
100). 

1 am fairly certain that all the 
then. black members of the 
SACP were among those who 
left. 

When you talk about the 
divorce between the early ANC 

dnd trade unionism you seem to 
forget three points: 

There were trade unions 
founded in the '20s, and though 
the founders were members of 
the ANC, they were not leading 
members. 

There was an attempt, in 
which the ANC was an active 
sponsor, to unite the 
unions, the ANC and other 
organisations in an African Con- 
vention. The fact that it broke 
down was by no means exclu- 
sively the fault of the ANC. 

Right up until the war, indeed 
in the mines until this day, the 
majority of black workers were/ 
are hired on a six months con- 
tract system. In the ‘20s this 
system was run with chiefs 
sending a son or sub-chief and a 
party of tribesman, under 
contract, to the employer. 

The temporary nature of con- 
tract employment would militate 
against trade unionism and the 
fact that such gangs were led by 
representatives of tribal chiefs 
would mean that only if social- 
ists were prepared to take the 
class struggle into the tribe 
themselves and in so doing 
break down the only organs of 
black power there were, was a 
cluss based trade unionism 
possible. . 

] have never heard of any 
socialists in the ‘20s who were 
prepared to present such a 
direct’ challenge’ to tribalism. 
After the '20s the tribes were” 
under assault from the white 
establishment and  quisling 
tribal chiefs were being appoin-' 
ted (which is why trade 
unionism started then) and why 

-the ANC had links to the old 
tribal structure, then began, 
albeit as a side issue, to approve 
of and sponsor trade unions. 

Fraternally, 
LAURENS OTTER 

  
 



WORKERS AGAINST APARTHEID
- .---- .-.. - -. _.. !

INTERNAL resislallce against
the apanheid regime in Soulh
Africa has been growing .pace.
There are a1mosl daily reports of
slrikeS. boycons. sabolage and
riot by the oppressed majorilY.
The state's response so far

this yeaf has been to shoot dead
over three hundred blacks. to'
murder at least three in custody,
to arrest thousands and to expel
thousands more back to the so-
called "homelands". South
Africa has entered a new period
"intensified struggle.
Oosely allied with the South

African Communist Party, lhe
African Nalional Congress is a
.Ieading wing of Ihe national
liberation movement. It is now
planning the first Consultative
Conference since ils Morogoro
conference in 1969. Things have
changed dramatically since
1969.
Then the liberation movement

3S a whole was at a low point.
lnternal - resistance in South
. Afric. had all but disappeared
since 1961. the tum to am\cd
struggle h3ving proved to be a
terrible failure. The campaign
for international sanctions had
made no headw3)' against the
JUTeS of lucrative foreign invest·
ment in Soulh Africa.
Today the situalion is enrirely

,differenl and far more hopeful.

Trade unions
An independent trade union

muvement has arisen out of the
ashes of the movement defealed
in the 19605. Organising black
workers in the industrial and
commercial heanlands of Soulh
Africa and now well entrenched
within the mines. the trade
union movement has become a
major force for change.
Numerous community and

student groups have· been
reborn and formed themselves
into two national organisations.
The one, lhe Uniled Demo-

cratic Fronr. is a multi-racial
grouping in the tradition of the
old Congress Alliance and now
wilh lire polilics of the ANC.
Mandela and lhe Freedom
Chaner.
The other is a black-con-

sdousness movement called the
National Forum, whose most
in1portant component is
AlAPO. Ihe Azani.n PL'Ople'S

(Azania is the
.African' name fur South
Africa). This movement has
pick":d up a large number of
black SOCialists.
In addilion. there are

ations like Ihe Cape Action
league. which has inherited thc
mantle of the old
Unily Movement. Radical Ilrcr-
alure, meetings. and
campaignll abound· in South
Africa in a way thai must stretch
the credulity of those
imaKe of Soulh Africa '>"as
f••rm«.."<1 in the dark days of the

Fur Soulh Africa', ruler,
thc.'r\: haH.' al\\) bt:cn

s.,.utll
Afrk'" i!rl cauKl1l Ytitkin Ilu,: lHn·
straints uf wurld (l'l'c"'un,
Profih arc Inll'rnalkJUal

markels for primary and manu-
factured consumer products are
more intensely competitive and
difficult. An underlvinR balance
of paymen,ls deficil caused by
the import of capilal goods and
new technology has been offset
only by banking loans. The
strength of the dollar has caused
the value of gold to drop. infla-
tion is high.lay-cffs are conunon
and unemployment (Slated to be
around three million for blacks)
is rising.
The multinational monopolies

which dominale lhe South Afri·
can economy are puning pres·
urc on the South African state to
contain the black unrest and res-
tore profitabiJity, In response. a
state policy has evolved that
combines highly significant
'reforms' with· increasing
aurhoritarianism.
In 1981 a labour law reform

was initiated which extended the
legal sphere of operalion of
black trade unions. The state
intended to control and int.'Ur·
poratc trade unions by subject-
ing them to an official frame·
wnrk, but the result of these
reforms has been the consider·
able strengthening of the move·
menr.

reforms. It set up a tripanite
parliament, one house for
whites., one for Asians and one
for Coloureds. Mricans were not
included on the ground thaI
Africans already had their own
self.government in the BanIU-
stans. At the same time, the
government consolidaled Ihe
power of the state executive and
military and put off lhe nel<1
general election al least until
1989.
The elections for the Coloured

and Asian assemblies were
successfully boyconed. although
enough Coloureds and Asians
voted to lend the new arrange·
menl some credibility.
The government also exten·

ded its scheme for black local
councils, which indude Afri·
cans. These too ""'ere boyconed
and collaborating black council·
lors have been a major target for
demonstrators during (he recent
unrcst. Several have been killed.
many have been driven to
resign.
n,e fi,st g"'up of 120 black

'fX.'ace ofiicers' gradualed ltl
Soweto in May to scrVe under
and protect the cuuTlcill'lrs,
Cunsiderable financial and
palronage incentives havc been
pUI in (he way of black ooUIl-
cillors as inducements to volu·
lecr. But the government is nol
fwding it easy to find candi-
dales.
M,)re reccmly Ihe Mixed

Marriages and Immoralily Acts,
which banned marriage and sex
between individuals of different
'races' have been repealed. 'The"
pass laws have been relaxed. to
allow for easier movement for
qualified blacks within Ihe while
urban areas. and 10 allow for
easier access for blacks to the
black urban townships.

Reforms
A right to hold frechtlld tetlurc

in urban areas has becn <"'\111-
ceded to Africans, TIleR: has
been a tcmp.1rary hall III all
rllrCl..:d removals of b:al'k people
from Zlmes as
'white' and a pcrl11allelll halt to
r\lr(.'Cd renllw:JJs for about
700,OeX) polclltially thrcalcned
blacks,

African citizcnsliip is to
be granted to Africans living in
lhe BalltuSI&lns. TIle law
ballning represenlativcs of one
'ra<..'ial' group from ill
the polilical affairs tlf anvther

(which. for example. meant thaI
Asian representatives were not
permined (0 discuss white
aff.irs. etc.l. has been repealed.
Hef,,,lrms like these have been

accompanied by terrible acts of
stafe butchery. The worst was
011 Lallg3 in March of (his year
when the police opened fire on a
peaceful funeral ProceSSil)fi
commemorating the 25th anni·
vcrsary of the 1%0 at
Sharpcvillc.
ACC\lrding to. offi,,:iaJ

Ihcy killed 19 bla,·ks. bUI lhe
ulIHllicial C\.}UI1( was aruund 45
dead.
An ext:culivc of

FOSATU (lhe fcdcralilll1 of
African Trade Uni,llJsl.

Andries H,'ldihcla. dit:d \me
Ih)Ur arrer being rl'!l-asl:d fnll11
CU!'>f\)fjV, th.HlI ht.·ad

A lead'..'r,
Siplh' MUlsi. died in (u'hll.ly
slh)rllv after. A Ihou').lIId slll·
diers . and polil'c llff
K\\auohuhle. a blal'k
ill lilt.' Ctl:k.' till May t>

and killed Ihree mon; black
pctJple. And so it continues.
In Ihe face of conflicting pres"

sures. fhe while polity ilself has
splil apan. Allhough Ihe ruling
Nationalist Party under Botha
has strengthened its grip on
government and continues to
win support in the white polls,
fnr several years now it has been
faced opposition frum a
rigln·wing brea.kaway move·
mclll called Ihe HNP. led by a
man named Trcurnkht.
n,e HNP has been gaining

SUP(ll.,lrt am\lJlg whiles disen·
l'l13l1tcd wilh 01 {JI.Jlky uf l'onces-
S\\1I1S, and squccLcd iu it dl'Clin·
ing Cl'Ollnl11Y bc:(Wl't.'cn black
w,lrkc.'rs belu..... and th<.' mono·
pdlic..'s above. It St.'CIUS that 1his
right-\\'ing ltl\lvemcnt won
a f\)J1ll\\;ng \\i1hi"
thc plllil,,'c and the army.
It wnuld be a mislake, in rn)'

\'it.'w, tv pass off the
menl'!!. rcfnrms as a ml're dcCC'p·

l'll\'('ring up till' undlangini
rcalily of' apartheid, So keen

ClfJd.w;!\(' fmm 1('1i .. SI
JiUl(·rul ill iJu! GJ/H.·; GfJd
SChtHH stuJellls' r"I·oll. 50",('10
DurhtJlI.

have militants in Ihe liberation
struggle been fo
themsel ....es from that
they have sometimes becn blind
lu thc \lcn' real chahgcs in the
terrain of thar ha\'e
IX'f:lI laking place,

Change
One cx.unplc.' nul 01 many:

Tribulll' C\llllllWI11t."d:
...ill", Uill'flhagt.' )4h,.:...
Ih)lhillg. changt:d ill 2.5-
ytars" .. II III
, ..are Iltllhing bUI a
,2'1/ )1&)), Certainly, apartht:,d

10 be a brutal rcalll
bUI it is also (rue Th.U hlal..-l
slruggles over the d"·(OIJ..,
more have brought "buut
ficanl changc:s and upcnt."d up
rlew opportunities fur the
ment,

- __- __-_---_--..-_-__ -.11::.''"..''''. ;,:.:,0' .

INTERNAL resistance against 
the apartheid regime in South 
Africa has been growing apace. 
There are almost daily reports of 
strikes, boycotts, sabotage and 
riot by the oppressed majority. 

The state’s response so far 
this year has been to shoot dead 
over three hundred blacks, to” 
murder at least three in custody, 
to arrest thousands and to expel 
thousands more back to the so- 
called ‘“‘homelands’’. South 
Africa has entered a new period 
Qpintensified struggle. 

Closely allied with the South 
African Communist Party, the 
African National Congress is a 
Jeading wing of the national 
liberation movement. It is now 
planning the first Consultative 
Conference since its Morogoro 
conference in 1969. Things have 
changed dramatically since 
1969, 

Then the liberation movement 
as a whole was at a low point. 
Internal resistance in South 

_ Africa had all but disappeared 
since 1961, the turn to armed 
struggle having proved to be a 
terrible failure. The campaign 
for international sanctions had 
made no headway against the 
lures of lucrative foreign invest- 
ment in South Africa, 

Today the situation is entirely 
different and far more hopeful. 

  

    
     

    

     
    

     

         

    

  

    

      

    

     

  

   

    

    
   
     

      

Trade unions 

An independent trade union 
movement has arisen out of the 
ashes of the movement defeated 
in the 1960s. Organising black 
workers in the industrial and 
commercial heartlands of South 

within the mines, the trade 
union movement has become a 
major force for change. 

Numerous community and 
student groups have- been 
reborn and formed themselves 
into two national organisations. 

The one, the United Demo- 
cratic Front, is a multi-racial 
grouping in the tradition of the 
old Congress Alliance and now 
with the politics of the ANC, 

     
Mandela and the Freedom 
Charter. 

The other is a black-<cun- 
sciousness movement called the 
National Forum, whose most 
important component is 
AZAPO, the Azanian People's 
organisation (Azania is the 
‘African’ name for South 
Africa), This movement has 
picked up a large number of 
flack socialists. 

In addition, there are organis- 
ations like the Cape Action 
League, which has inherited the 
mantle of the old ‘Trotskyist’ 
Unity Movement, Radical fiter- 
ature, meetings, slogans and 
campaigns abound in South 
Africa in a way that must stretch 
the credulity of those whose 
image of South Africa was 
formed in the dark days of the 
1990s, 

For South Affica’s rulers 
there hase also been great 
changes. Economically, South 
Africa is caught within the con. 
straints of world recession, 
Profits are down. Raternational 

Africa and now well entrenched . 

markets for primary and manu- 
factured consumer products are 
more intensely competitive and 
difficult. An underlying balance 
of payments deficit caused by 
the import of capital goods and 
new technology has been offset . 
only by banking loans. The 
strength of the dollar has caused 
the value of gold to drop. Infla- 
tion is high, lay-offs are common 
and unemployment (stated to be 
around three million for blacks) 
is rising. 

The multinational monopolies 
which dominate the South Afri- 
can economy are putting pres- 
ure on the South African state to 
contain the black unrest and res- 
tore profitability. In response, a 
state policy has evolved that 
combines highly — significant 
‘reforms’ with "increasing 
authoritarianism. 

In 1981 a labour law reform 
was initiated which extended the 
legal sphere of operation of 
black trade unions. The state 
intended to control and incor- 
porate trade unions by subject- 
ing them to an official frame- 
work, but the result of these 
reforms has been the consider- 
able strengthening of the move- 
ment, 

In 1983 the government 
announced its constitutional 
reforms. It set up a tripartite 
parliament, one house for 
whites, one for Asians and one 
for Coloureds. Africans were not 
included on the ground that 
Africans already had their own 
self-government in the Bantu- 
stans. At the same time, the | 
government consolidated the 
power of the state executive and 
military and put off the next 
general election at least until 
1989, 

The elections for the Coloured 
and Asian assemblies were 
successfully boycotted, although 
enough Coloureds and Asians 
voted to lend the new arrange- 
ment some credibility. 

The government also exten- 
ded its scheme for black local 
councils, which include Afri- 
cans. These too were boycotted 
and collaborating black council- 
lors have been a major target for 
demonstrators during the recent 
unrest. Several have been killed, 
many have been driven to 
resign. 

The first group of 120 black 
‘peace officers’ graduated in 
Soweto in May to serve under 
and protect’ the cuuncillors. 
Considerable financial — and 
patronage incentives have been 
put in the way of black coun- 
cillors as inducements to volu- 
teer. But the government is not 
finding it easy to find candi- 
dates. 

More recently the Mixed 

Marniages and Immorality Acts, 
which banned marriage and sex 
between individuals of different 
‘races’ have been repealed. The 
pass laws have been relaxed, to 
allow for easier movement for 
qualified blacks within the white 
urban areas, and to allow for 
easier access for blacks to the 
black urban townships. 

Reforms 

A right to hold freehold tenure 
in urban areas has been con- 
ceded to Africans. There has 
been a temporary halt to all 
forced removals of biack people 
from zones designated as 
‘white’ and a permanent halt to 
forced removals for about 
700,000 potentially threatened 
blacks. 

South African citizenship is to 
be granted to Africans living in 
the Bantustans. The law 
banning representatives of one 
‘racial’ group from interfering in 

the political affairs of another 

(which, for example, meant that 
Asian representatives were not 
permitted to discuss white 
affairs, etc.), has been repealed. 

Reforms like these have been 
accompanied by terrible acts of 
State butchery. The worst was 
at Langa in March of this year 
when the police opened fire on a 
peaceful funeral procession 
commemorating the 2Sth anni- 
versary of the 1960 massucre at 
Sharpeville. 

According to official figures. 
they killed 19 blacks. but the 
unofficial count was around 45 
dead. 

An executive member of 
FOSATU (the Federation of 

South African Trade Unions). 
Andries Raditscila, diced one 
hour after being released from 
custody, from severe head 
injuries. A student leader, 
Sipho Mutsi, died in custody 
shortly after. A thousand sol- 
diers and police sealed off 
Kuanobuble, a black township 
in the Eastern Cape on May 6 

and killed three more black 
peuple. And so it continues. 

In the face of conflicting pres- 
sures, the white polity itself has 
split apart. Although the ruling 
Nationalist Party under Botha 
has strengthened its grip on 
government and continues to 
win support in the white polls, 
for several years now it has been 
faced with opposition from a 
right-wing breakaway move- 

ment called the HNP, led by a 
man named Treurnicht. 

The HNP has been gaining 
support among whites disen- 

chanted with a policy of conces- 
sions, and squeezed in a declin- 
ing economy betweeen  biack 
workers below and the mono- 
polies above. It seems that this 
right-wing movement has won 
a considerable following within 
the police and the army. 

It would be a mistake, in my 
view, to pass off the govern- 
ment’s reforms as a mere decep- 
tion covering up the unchanging 
reality of apartheid. So keen 

    
Clockwise from left: Crossroads & 
funeral in the Eastern Cape: Gold 
School students’ revolt, Soweto If 
Durbun. 

have militants in the liberation 
struggle been to dissociate 
themselves from reformism that 
they have sometimes been blind 
to the very real changes in the 
terrain of struggle that have 
been taking place. 

Change 

One example out of many: 
Tribune commented: “Sharmpe- 
ville 1960. Uitenhage — 1985. 
nothing has changed in 25 
years..-Progress..diberalisation 
are nothing but a sham” 
(29/3/85). Certainly. apartheid 
continues to be a brutal reality. 
but it is also true that black 
struggles over the last decade or 
more have brought about signi- 
ficant changes and opened up 
new opporfunities fur the move- 
ment.
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TIle image of ap.Mheid most
offell purveyed by the anti·
apanheid movement and still
most common \\ithin p..>pular
c,msciousllcss is that of absolute
p')wcr dirccted 10 the oppression
of black pwple ..i,h such em.

that no resistance is pus.
:l.iblc. The socialist vcrsilln of
Ihb jrt\;'Lgc portrays apartheid as

a cenrral and essential
par·' ill capital accunlulaiivn and
Ihl' (,'xplnilOllioll uf in

Africa. \\-'hal D.llh
Hl1a.W!ii lire lite
l'lIlltrarlit·ti,lOS ......hidl rUIl
llmluJo:l1 jU!lo1 OlS Ihq
nUl IhrnuMh c .... l."ry capllOlh:t.1
\IHkr.
11Il'!K' l'lllltrOldh,:li,)fI!lo 'if\.' nllll·

III;': ht 01 hl'ad ....1111 Ih\.· to!h'\o\ III of
mll'rnal rcsiliolOlm'\.· ..... 1111 lhe
""'lrld CCUlhJrruc CO!lIS and y,1th
'he ch06111.1 Uli/: of

capital:n\e apartheid state has
not remained static in the face of
these major shifts. The 're.
forms' are not a sham. but
pal'! of a serious 3ncmpt on 'the
POl" of Ihe South African ruler5
to adapr 10 the new situalion.

Fraught

A." (he ruling class arC' well
a..·art..', any or

is \ol,llh dangcr.
in panicular the danger Ihal
bl..d:. ""':l1rkC'rs will '"k" advan.
13t(l' linlt'rings 10 light
ft.r lundamcnlal change. n131.
ifll·!l!ll·nce. is \0. hOlt IS riOy, tOlklrig
pli.l\'\.·.
II y,'c !limply dl·n .... that

oi pr'''l...:s!l tlf '1IberallsJ,fltH1'-;,w('
""ill \Ih,<:un: rt'ahh and fail 10
comprehcnd \'. h.... t hapP"·nillj.l.
hO\4 Il alld
ly y,hy II 1111\4 In
thl!! paMicular \'.01\

the· p,thIH.:;1.! surlacf.'
of rl'!"rlll 0£1l0 fl'prl· ...'lolt1fl. !he
sralt· l!oo Ihtne 't.Jt.1
SUl.'l.r",lulh !)<,I 1M. a pro·

\'{ aimed
at C""dllI01l!>. ot pr.-fH·
.bllll' TIl<' FIn ... nc\Oll
rel..'l·lllh !)UI1\111t·(j up Sollrt\(.'

upens 01 tht" (,·\.....mdnu,' problem

facing South African capital:
"In every one or the last five

years government spending has
overshot ils budgeted targer.
frequently by a farge margin.
Ovcr-rclianl."e on guld 10 bail the
economy out. a ,Plelhora of con·
Irol boards. oycr.restrictive
building teguialions.
to· farmers. indus-
IriL's' and consumers, and the
(\lsts of adminisll'rinl{ ;apanhcid
ill;lI ils hlrms. ha\;e saddled lhe
eC\Jn,mw \\i.h li rTla!.S of dishJr-
li')lIs ...These have rai!)cd custs
and reduccd prudUC1i\'ity h) the
('Alent thar inO;trion at 16% (;lIId
sllfl nsing) is Ihn.."(· lIlOC\ the

uf Alric:a's
panllcrs" 11lc hi\\,· d'll1ar pnn' of
... tld OInd Ih.!.' lhn't: \'ear dr'luJo:ht.

\Tar hr"h·lTIlht· 11I\·k
(If Wilt·. Phl\t'd '''''II
\'.Iudl nc-ad\" hrllkt· lhl' b.... ). of
lht-' alld conlnbul\.·d hi
Iht" dt'prl"Oalhtll "I rllt· r.md
ill 1:- 11\'lllIlIs. "IFl, 10 h-')1.

Manoeuvre

TIll .. " h..", lilt· pruh·
Icfll ... I<,,'k' "I lhl' rulrll,io!

Tl,t:
.....<hich il· \.l't.· .. \ I.lllnYo'!l.

till· l... nllllOlr ro,;1l1 "f IIklllt·farI\01.

af least as far as curs in public
expenditure are concerned.
The ne...... Finance Minister.

Barend du Plessis, has imposed
restrictive budgels 10 CUi slate
expenditure. BUI he has very
lillie room for
White worKers.. espcciall)' while
w\)01(,'n ......orKers. arc beginning
10 fITl Ihe pinc:h uf uHcmpluy-
mem.

International

ill
ViSll' the ul biOId-.
Cu,," HI ccnfr",1

I"rr"l' bl",d. coun·
III rai'e n'uts alld Ihu\

undercut Ihe
{If it small

blad. lnlddk d .. \\. on
Ihe &stiTh p..IKl· (0111 Old:-

Tlle internarional fronl is a
majur dimension of Ihe South
African piC1urc. In (he USA an
energetic Free South Africa
Movemen1 has gripped Ihe black
:md radical imagination and
posed a challcngelo Rcagan's
inhl'riled [kllic)' of 'cunstrue-
livt-· engagement' ....ilh tilt..' apar·
IIK'id regime.
While has eSlabli.,hcd

all im't..'sllm.·nl nffl,,"\.· in
neshure:. bad.!'> IMF I,'alls 10
South SUpp..H1S ('nnfin-
ul'd US IrOllllinlo: of till' 's"lulh
Alric-an ('t)asl lo:uard and l·lIdllr·

Ihl· (-').("Illn ht s"tuJh Afric... I)f
US mad" t'knrK :t.h,x:k

hahlll!'t. l;S \Ipp.. uf lhe
apanhl'ld hOl"t' heen

alld mlltull!oollllo:
t'tr
Alrh.:..
(ollgres, h.. pol.'!ool·d Iqn ... la·

tl\'11 hOlllllln..: all lunlu:r h;mk

loans 10 Soulh Africa, bannin{
neo... inveilment by new rom
paniei, and b&l\ning nuclear am
military computer Wei.
AI the lime of writing it is

clear whclher the president ""iH
veto this legislation. In oyer 44
US Iiale Icgi!lolalUres pl"UJx'Sah
have been introduced demand-
ing disinvestment (rom bauks
involvt:d in Suulh Arne-a.M.nu.
facturers' H...nuver Bank· ha.s.
refused fur the present to grant
any ,fuMher I....ns to Soulh
Africa. When we consickrthat
in 1984 Ihe USA was responsible
for 20"1. of all foreign invesl'
ment in South Africa -'over SIS
billion - big money is at stake.
We don 'I yel know how effee.

tive such moves ,,"ill be. Some
people an: treating it as ....indo""'.
dressing, Why, after all should
the conservative Foreign Rela-
tions Committee support such a
bill? In paM this is doubtless a
reasonable objection. But the
disinvestment . campaign also
links in ..ilh a US trend towards
protectionism.
Take US steel for example.

The NOV' Slatesman (5/4/85)
showed ha..' US production of
Sleet dcclined by 50°/0 bet\l.'een
1974and 1982. In 198.llhe seven
largesl Sleel prod",:ers los! S2.7
billion. The result is high redun.·
danc)' at home and high invcst
ment abroad. Sleel impoMs now
amount to over one·fifth of
domestic prodUClilln.

US labour

Since 1975 US impons of
South African sleel have gune
up S<XXJ%I. albeit from a vcry
Jow base. O1ic.aglJ·s $.lUlh·.
works Sred (o"'lu'd by US StL"t:l) I
laid ofT se\'cral rh,)usand \l,'orKft
crs while ne..... sLate
office bought its steel beams
fr011l lSCOR. lhe South Alri"n
sleel C'\101pany .. TIlis pun:huse
was funded by loans from the
Illinois Bank which itself oper.
ates in South Africa.
Perhaps - and this is specu-

lation - it was protectionist
fervour which excited US labour
muvemcnt support for sanctions
against Sou1h Africa - the
AFL·CJO favours sanctions -
and from Senator Lugar. chair of
Ihe Senate Foreign Relations
Commince. representing
capitaL
'n'ha1ever the moTives. US

sanctions can only aggra ...·are the
Cl..'\lnomic diffieulries already l

fac.'ed by the apanheid reBime.
nle rcfus.aJ of San Francis.co
IOTlgshort:mcn fdockenJ 10
unload South Afric...n cargo
rl'prescnts OJ real Stlep for.......ard in
international solidarity, eyen
though the spirit of nationaJist
prlllcC1innism a
pan ill gl'llcraling il.

Ireland

In Irclat!d a a.('t of :t.uli·
daril\' bas. tah'n plN....:e. May

.... Ihl .....·,l!'"h a
mark.t·t chain ill [Juhlin.
10 t'a:\h up Suuth Afnc.ap
frUl1, in !ille y,;lh instrU\"IIIJtI!lo
Ir.HIl her Ullhln (tht· Irl!)h Adnun·
i,tralrvl' and Trade
ellhUI J. y,a.., .'l.u'f!'t'!ickd b)

till fu1i-twlt
"I tht' shop havt: been

uri .. hlr over !oIX rhwnhl1
dt"nwlldrlljo; hl'r rCU1:>tOllt:rnt:llt

      

The image of apartheid most 
often purveyed by the anti- 
apartheid movement and still 
most comnion within popular 
consciousness is that of absolute 
power directed to the oppression 
of black people with such effi- 
cacy that no resistance is pos- 
sible. The socialist: version of 
ihis image portrays apartheid as 
playing a central und essential 
part in capital accumulation and 
the exploitation of labour in 
South Africa, What both these 
Images ntiss, however, are the 
contradictions which | run 
through apartheid, just as they 
tun through every capitalist 

order, ‘ 

These contradictions are com: 

Jog toa toad wath Che growth of 
imternal resistance. «wub the 

world econumic cnsis and with 
the changing demands — of 

  

capital? The apartheid state has 
fot remained static in the face of 
these major shifts. The ‘re- 
forms’ are not a mere sham, but 
pant of a serivus attempt on the 
part of the South African rulers 
to adapt to the new situation. 

Fraught 

As the ruling class are well 
aware, any programnie ~ of 
reforms is fraught with danger, 

in particular the danger that ° 
black workers will luke advan> 
tage of these tinkerings to fight 
for fundamental change. That, 
in essence, is what is now taking 
place. 

Uwe simply deny that there is 
@ prowess of ‘liberalisanian'y-we 
will abscure reality and fail to 

comprehend what is happening. 

how its happening and precise: 
fy why tots now happening in 
this particular way. . 

Beneath the poltical surface 
of relorm and repression, the 
State is attompung, pene too 

successfully og far, oa pro- 
kranine of restructumng atmed 

at testonng conditions of protic: 
ability. The Financial Times 

recently summed up some 

aspects af the Counome prublem 

  

facing South African capital: 
“In every one of the last five 

years government spending has 
overshot its budgcted target, 
frequently by a large margin. 
Over-relianve on gold to bail the 
economy out, a picthora of con- 
trol boards, © over-restrictive 
building regulations, subsidies 
tu” farmers, ‘strategic indus- 
tries” and consumers, and the 

* costs of administering apartheid 
in all its forms, have saddied the 
economy with a mass of distor- 
tions...These have raised costs 

- and reduced productivity to the 

eatent that inflation at 16% (and 
stl msing) is three times the 

average of South — Africa's 
panners. The low dollar pnce of 

~ gold and the Unree vear drought, 

which this vear broke inthe nick 
of ime, have proved tho straws 

which nearly broke the back of 
the ecanoms and contributed to 
the 40% deprecaaanon of the rand 

in ES months. CPE HOS 85). 

Manoeuvre 

This ts roughly how the prob: 
lems douks to the ruling South 

Atrican capitalist chiss. The 
selugon which it seeks follows 

the familiar read of monetarism, 

at least as far as cuts in public 
expenditure are concerned. 

The new Finance Minister, 
Barend du Plessis, has imposed 
restrictive budgcts to cut state 
expenditure. But he has very 
linke room for manoeuvre. 
White workers, especiatiy white 
women workers, arc beginning 
to feel the pinch of unemploy- 
ment, 

International 

Cuts in food subsidics agera- 
vate the anger of black workers. 
Cuts an) central government 
spending force black coun 

cillors to raise rents and thus 

undercut the — goveraument’s 
Policy of incorporating a small 

dbiack middie class. Spending on 
the army and police can only 
expand 

  

  
The international front is a 

major dimension of the South 
African picture. In the USA an 
energetic Free South Africa 
Movement has gripped the black 
and radical imagination and 
posed a challenge to Reagan's 
inherited policy of ‘construc: 
tive engagement’ with the apar- 
theid regime, 

While Reagan has established 
an investment office in Johan- 
nesburp, backs IMF loans 10 
South Alrica. supports contin: 
ued US training of the South 
Alrican coast guard and endor- 

ses the caport to South Afnica of 
2.500 US made electric shock 
batons, US opponents of the 
apartheid regime have been 

  

demonstrating: and mobilising 

for sanctions 
Alnica 

Congress has passed legista- 
ten banning all turther bank 

agaist South 

Juans to South Africa, bannin; 
new investment by new US com 
Panies, and banning nuclear anc 
military computer sales. 

AL the time of writing it is no 
clear whether the president wil 
veto this legislation. In over 44 
US state legislatures proposals 
have been introduced demand: 
ing disinvestment from banks 
involved in South Africa. Manu- 
facturers’ Hanover Bank. has 
refused for the present to grant 
any further luans to South 
Africa. When we consider that 
in 1984 the USA was responsible 
for 20% of all foreign invest- 
ment in South Africa —‘over $15 
billion — big money is at stake. 

We don't yet know how effec. 
tive such moves will be. Some 
People are treating it as window- 
dressing. Why, after all should 
the conservative Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee support such a 
bill? In part this is doubtless a 
reasonable objection. But the 
disinvestment campaign also 
links in with a US trend towards 
Protectionism, 

Take US steel for example. 
The New Statesman (5/4/85) 
showed how US production of 
stee! declined by 50% between 
1974 and 1982. In 1983 the seven 
largest steel producers lost $2.7 
billion. The result is high redun-* 
dancy at home and high invest 
ment abroad. Steel imports now 
amount to over one-fifth of 
domestic productian, 

US labour 

Since 1975 US imports of 
Suuth African stecl have gone 
up 5000%, albeit from a very 
Jow base. Chicagu’s South- 
works Steel (owned by US Steel) 
luid off several thousand work- 
ers while Chicago's new state 
office bought its steel beams 
from ISCOR, the South African 
steel company. This purchase 
was funded by loans from the 
Nlinois Bank which itself oper- 
ates in South Africa. 

Perhaps — and this is specu- 
Jation — it was protectionist 
fervour which excited US labour 
Movement support for sanctions 
against South Africa — the 
AFL-CIO favours sanctions — 
and from Senator Lugar, chair of 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, representing 
Capital. 

Whatever the motives, US 
sanctions can only aggravate the 
economic difficulties already 
faced by the apanheid regime. 
The refusal of San Francisco 
longshoremen = [dockers] to 

unload South African cargo 
represents a real step forward in 
international solidarity, even 

though the spint of nationalist 
protectionism probably played a 
Part in generating i. : 

Ireland 

In Ireland a similar act of soli- 

darity has tuken place. May 

Manning who works for a super: 

market chain in Dublin, refused 
to cash up South © Afncan 
frum, in dine with instrucnuns 
from her umon (the trish Admun- 

istrative and Dastnbutive Trade 
Umort. She was suspended by 
management and all 18 fulictime 
workers al the shop have been 

on stinke for over six months 
demanding ber reinstatement, 

    

   

      

     

        

    

 



THE POWER TO
SMASH APARTHEID
The organisation and rnobitis-

arion of blacks inside South
Africa has now been taking
place on a siRnificant scale since

after the previous decade
of defeat.
HoW' have the various sec-

tions of the black resistance
movement responded to the
chan,Rcs in the apartheid state's
polides and to the spontaneous
milit;mcv of black workers and
students? Naturally. each sec·
tion has responded in line ",ith
its political heritage.
The African National Con-

has had great difficulties
in itself to a struggle in
"hich the ft"ICU'i is not nn sabo·
taRc fnlm wilht1UI nor on inter·
natittn;al <;:IIK."ritms. but on
inll'rn;:t!

ANC
:--l.." Pre...idl·111 Oli....er

Tal1\l"Il' 'Hill" of a pre·rc...·\llu·
li"Il;tn· ..illtilfilll1: ';\ H'rv ·rare
l·,'mllii';lIi"" Ilf rl'\\llurilll1ary
l";ll·!t.r... arl' m;llunn.L! .. .If .11<:
Jiht..'rali"11 lllll\:l·ment .;t.'il"t·s Inis

!ffi Vl'n imp. .rtanr TIltllHt.·nl :Uid
htliid ... up.." it. fhl".' pr",,;pelt ..

;'{{ !1l'llpk's pt,\\·cr is \dthin l)ur
silothl' .
HL' the tlf

thr(.·c f;.Kllir ... Firsl. 'a rq,dmc
ano rulin.t.: d;l'" ill liL·(.·1l <.'I.:on-
IImiL- alld cri,i".I".:rh3ps
the rlt-Cpt:... t ill litsl hi!\Illry'.
Sel·l,HIt1. .fc'nnent amt1nJ<: the
peppll' \\"hll are that
1/1(:\ '.\;llll 11.11 T(.·fl1rm hut a

,"Illltinll·. And
Ihird_ ·a 1I\.wemt.'111 exist, \\;th
;lll IlrJ,:ani",n! fl'llll\\lll!Z: 10 Joeuitll.'
li,t.' hlliid-ul\ 1,1 ,·il·!tlty'.
A! thL' time. he

h't,'p", npcfl Illher
p.:,,; ..ihili'it· ... : 'tllt: ideilllf a
l'r;!I i"..urrl·('tj·'1\ ;, .. all inll1ll'd-
iall..' h·n\anl ..·;lllth1' rcplal·c
I he !"IlI.:·Il·nll pt'r<"p'.xli\'l." t1f
pn'lr:n-1nl Ix·11pk·... \\:Ir. .. \Ve
11111"" It.·tel' lilll'" tlpt'n Itl ililwr
1",..... lhdilic· .. ·.
I ht..' IIlain t:filid ...m :Iillled

IhL· ill thl' pa'it h;l ... het·"
!hilt it SllP'ifitll!L'cl ,arml'd
... lrut.!..L:il f'lr ptllitiL-al
ri"ll in... idt..' Ihl." (·llulltrv. llic
rt· ... ult ol!" thdr armL'd
... 1r:l I('t.!.\' \\;, .. di ..aSll".·r, btllh on
rllt..' anul'd alld till the p,litical
trllnh. i.....
Ih.11 'It , .. m:n· ......ar\' hI ·l·lltllhill('
:lrl1ll'd ... rrul.:""k pnlifil..'al
m;l'o'i ,Krill",,·. Ihl' saml' timl".·
'h till".' armed
...

rhi .. nwan ... 'le'i\ n'"l'Crn ll\·t·r
L"l\-ilian ('a..ualtiL'\· 3'i rar as Ihe
... ramp"i/o:1l is l"llfl-
("{'rllt.'d. Tambo is ('al1inR f,'r pre·
paration fOf 'a lonR gcneral

strike'. the turning of black
townships into no-go areas by
the action of small bands of
armed vouth, a can to black sol·
diers and policemen to quit their
jl)bs and the institution of
'peoplc's committees' as .1lter.
nalivcs to the black coundls.

fhe two-day general
strlkc In NtlVCmb<"r as evidL'ncc
of 'il verv subst.1l1tial on
the pan - of workers hlward
acceplance of the view thai Ihc\·
m\lsl be pan of popular mass

.
In my vicw the ANC's anah·si.o;

is nut precise ennu.';h. First'-the
idca of 'pctlpiL'\ p(\wcr' is no
more than a rh<.·ttlrical tk·...in.·
ll.'.L·t! tn co\·cr and llbscure
import:lIlt differellL"Cs whkh
I".·xisr bL'!wl'en Ihe various S(·L·.
fill/lS of Ill<.' 'pl".·uple' alld it savs

ahoul the fnrm tlf sta·rc
fur whkh Ihe ANCis Ii,ghring.
SL"wfld. this is nt" Ihe first

time.' that Ihe ScJuth African
rulinJ.! class has entered illto
dl'l'P crisis. lQ46. 1900 and 197b
Wl'rc olher SUch'llCcasions. and
l'<Ich of Ihem in the end pro....ed
hI he 3 springhoard for tilL'
n..·cI1vcry 'If Ihc r:ulillg c:Ias:-;. 011
this (here is lillk· evi·
c\ell(·('·:h yet thal thL rulill.'{ dass
arl' :lllywlll're uC'ar being unable
hI rule.

Suspicious
rhinl. mal1\' hlack pc.·ople are

h\· 110 me;\I\... ·l..ulwiJllTd - and
t.i'"ten f\lr reason -Ihal the
ANC represents their irllercsts
11r ad as an dTet·tive leader-
ship for tht'm. lliis is thc IL-sson
of l1lallV ,cars' expcn<.·nc."l' of Ihc
"!"ole ch;wngrathnlit the day 10
dav l'('\lIl11mk nf wnrk·

and uf the trade llllitlllS.
MallY arc C;U'ipit:inus uf lhe
ANC', cffl'r.tc; rosul1jc..'c.:t all hla('k

to their own
1cadl·r.;,hip andclircL.1itJO.
''1side the cnutUn: thefe arc

thrce prindp;tl at wllrk
,lIl<t 10 .."me t.."l.lf1siderahlc cxl('nl
illwnnicT ,,;tl1 nne all4.llhcr, ·llle
UDF (United [)cmc,,:ralic FnlOt)
is a hmad fTtll1t of all who may

be opposed to .partheid. It com-
prises a coalition of 64S affilialed

and claims a member-
shipofover two minion -though
the UDF's attempl 10 gain a
million signatures for its petition
to Cree M.ndel. fell Car short oC
ils

It hlrmallv a nlln·raciOl'
gTl'uping .and lias attracted a
lIumher (If leading liberal fig.
Ufes lik(.' Bishop Tutu 10 ils
ranks.

UDF
It h:l'i m.1" m:U\:lgL'd hi will

o\'er "he bulk clf the orRanisetl
d;lSS. however - I1lt)st

of the trade uninn rrklVCI11Cl1t
karing for ilS independence
w(.'re it to join. 111e UDF"s own
or)l.:Iliisatitmal slructures Sel'm
ralll(.'r .....cak. It took a major wle
in Ihe btlvc-ott of Ihe n<.'w cOllsli·
tUlilln (but certainly not 3 dclm·
inanl or c\'en a leading wid. It
'H1111·rcs In Ihe politics of Ihc
ANC the Frccdc)Tn Chnrter
and c..,pouses ils pppul:lr front
p<l\ilics.
\Vilhin the UDF. howl'\o'er, as

Ol1l' would e.\p<.·cl. thl'fL' arc all
kil1(ls Ilf din'rse ...iL·wos. Al
present about 40 UDF leaders
are dl:lrged with treason· and
t1lhe.'r\eri'lus OffClll'CS. espcdal·
Iy supp..1rt fClr the .ANC whiL-h

a h'lllIl<:d
It i!\ Ilwl mosl tracle

u"illfl.'i· would join lhe UDF
the· wllrken.· nUl110CrS

wl".·re r(.'OL-ctcd the dL·t..'ishm·
making slruL"lures of the Fronl.
AI presenl Ihis is Ill't Ihe C.\sl'.
TIle second of the majllr lib(.'r-

alion ft)fL"es withil1 Ihr r""lltr.... is1, ...1 L"l'n1red around Black Gm-
sciousncs'\ and the National
Ftlrufl1. ·nle main group \\ithin
Ihis drde is AZAPO.
Within Ihis grnuping there is

alo;o a wide diversity of \'iews.
frl1m blal·k separ:lri"itTI

IIll thl' nali<It1ali.\1 side In S!.lCial.
i ... and Trol\k ... on !he work.

cla",o; ..itk:llu..·r<.· i.. 111'
on whiles bUI. anf!'
whitencss y,;rh ilS
grealer emphasis on socialism.

II has within it some· fine
intellectu.ls. like Neville Alex-
ander who. under the name of

Sizwe wrote a fine critique of
the nationalist pulitics of the
ANC called 'One A7.ania, One
NOIfiou·. Whal links its ,rarinus
threads is. partly. a
l'tll11nltHi l1('g<ltivc oppositicm to
whaf the\' tcrm as 'chancrism'
- cmp'lasis on the ANC's
South African Fr('edo01 Cl13ncr
whkh till"· IL'.Hi 10 think nf as
-l·lllll;.IInin;i't·d hv liht'r3Iisrn: and
partly .1_('lll11lllllil ("IlmmitmCtll ttl
nl}Jl-("I."'Ix.-r.lIiclIl wilh hOyL"l.1n
of ;111 .. laIc: instilulions.
·111is has Slf.lill(.'d their rda-

tinn.. with Il\\l'it clf thL' tnlde
ullinn mclVetm.·nt. whiL"h lIatura1·
Iv work within as wdl as outside
,ink-hal tlf
A n"vnur (If wh'll scparatl's

them from lhe UDF can be
gaincd from their rcspt.'l·tivc
handling of Kennl'dy's n'l·L·nl
\·i'iit. 'n\C UDF acled as; Ken-
Ilc:dy's host and e:<pcc1s· much
fn1l11 his support for thc sanc·
.'ions (.·alllpai.'!:11 in the Slates.
The NF hm'l..'oft<,·d KClllled\' and
on a nuinh<:r tlf (lL'C3sil1ns
lJlllCkcd him frnm speaking.

Riots
the TCl-cnl spate of

rilllS Ih<.'re has bt..'CII OC' h)vc Ic)St
hl'lw('(."n supporters of the- UDF
.llId of the NFC. Sc..'vl'ral killing'i
mu1 ftrebombinlots were rcpor.
fl·d.

1111." third majc)r fof\."C inside
Soulh Afriea is the black ",:urkers
trade· union tTKwcment. lllis
IOllvcrncnt too is disunited.
divided partly by pulitical and
partly by organisalillnal differ-
CIlC"(.'S.
politkally, the influence of Ihe

UDF and of the NFC is strong in
StIrnto' uniuns, . though the vast
bulk of the movement is un-

and espuu"K"S either
trade union "independence"
(w:,h a morc or Ics.c; slrong

b<,'nO or allegiance 10
a' ,i,:tlrking class polirical move-
ment yel to he formed.
In 'w"ent years the trade

union movement has managed
to build and consolidate among
black industrial, commercial and
now mining workers. It has
made significant strides toward
forming a united trade union
movement (that could mature in
the next few months).
The trade unions have also

engaged much more actively
than in the past in political
struggles, taking a·major role in
the boycott of the new elec.1ion!o.
leading and providing the
muscle behind the t",• .<Jay stay.
at·home in November, in which
more than half a million workers
participated - Johannesburg
was entirely paralysed - and
offering a working class political
pcr!\pcctivc which is noo·here
c1'ie to be found.
TI1CSC are the three majur

groupings as things
nuw stand.

Issues
It i ... illlpl'rtani nut t,) (·nnfusL'

. the jl ....llings ft.r {)IM'('r and
'"d\,aflla/o!:e by compctin,R pcn)·

... Jo(roups. eaL.'1l
dail1llo kad<'·rship. \\ilh lhe real
class issues Ihal faL"C the mO"'e-
mcnt.
TIle hig underlying question

ill the liberal ion struggle is the
rdation between the working
class and the liberatiun m.we-
nlcnl as a \\·hole. social·
ism and nalionalism, betwccn
Ihe aga.inst apartheid and
lhe fiJ{hl for soci.1lism. bcl"'ccn
wnrking class fonns of struggk'
ami forms of struggle which
leave th(' working dass as by-
slanders applauding their
cl13mpiOlI'i.
All nooy,' speak, (nnn.1lh..

('If the leOlding role of the
wtlrking class. The problcm is tu

this conlent .
After the stav·at-home in

NI1VCmOC"r Ihere '-"I.1I1sid('r-
ahk' (.·ritidstTI from \\ilhin the
ranks tlf FOSATV (the largest
trade ullion federation) that
workers had not been adequal('.
Iy cunsulted prior to the action
- and thai the leadership was
behaving too much like a middle
class narinnalist leadership. call-
ing on· workers 10 do this and
that but nol involving Ihe work.
ers in planning or decision·

nle UDF and NFC leaden
tend to ·repr<."scnt' th('lr :onsti.
luencics in a much kloser way,
rt1Udl Ico;s structurC'd, than llle
trade ullhHl Icaders. who pUl
hiRh emphasis on trade union
del'TlOC'Tacy. During and after the
slay·awa)', FOSATU reprcsen-

tatives on the united front that
organised it found themselves
somewhat compromised by
statements about no-go zones
and the like put out by some of
their colleagues. Perhaps this
explains why further cans on
workers to stay away from \II."Qrk
have not been notably success·
CuI.
Workers cannel be pulled in

and out like puppets, and South
African historY man\, exam-
ples to prove this. Work'crs also
stand to lose not just their jobs
but their right to reside in an
area \1o'hcre jobs are to be found.
\\·hen they strike. ThCY want to
know that' the rcason is· gOl,Jd and
that their organisation is gl,lOd.1t
is hXl easy to dcclan: workers
b.\ckward when they failtn per·
f,'rm \\·113t others "'ant of them
or, altcrnativt'ly, to un"mlpre'

idcalise them as ever·
n.';u1v to take militanr adion.

Ihe twn·dav ...tav-3Wa\· all
:;'000 SASOL "·cre
sacKed and sent back 10 thcir
Ihlmelallds Hhtlu.lr!h SllffiC were
'Uh".:qul'ntly
Olle of the nu..... l ....gllilkant

an.. of trade unitm develtlJ}-
I1H..'111 at the m(lrnt.·nt is in the

mines. Fur lh" Eron-
IlOlist (10./5/85) this is where the
real aniun is.
In mid-Mareh 'he NUM

demanded a gen('ral lOoilrise:
two w(.'eks later il dedared an
tlfficial disPlllC. 4(X) union me"'!-
bers wcre immedlatclv dis·
missed and negotiations
I1llpp<.'d..TIle folloy,ing
l·UXlO workers. almOSI the
e11l1r<.- fllrl'(' in lhe
V;\1I H(.·(.·fs gold mi ne. (lWIl<.,d by
Ihc
f.lilt·d to turn up.
The dispute spilled over inlu a

neighbouring mine. Every
slrik<.'r. 17.O<X>in all. sacked
by Anglo and hack tll lhe
·hnlHdands'. Two
dc:o in Johann(.'sburg
oftke un April .30. Sim'C then

ha\·c h<..'en rt-
SUl1Icd_

NUM
TIle NUM is now seeking a

40% increase across rhe board.
plus danger money and abnlition
tlf job reservation. Anglo
llff<.-riflg 15% al rTklSt for blacks
(bclo",· lhe rale of inflation) and
9.5% for white miners (the-
while, and pniscmt1u..ly radsi.
MWU has also dl"'l"larl·d· a dis·
pUIC!)
Sincc Ga\,jn Rail ... Inok {)\let'

dirt.-ctstln of Angl\; from lhe
·Iiheral' .. Harry Oppcnh("imer.
AnJ{lo has been an

"The largest andmost powerful
class in Africa"

THE P | 
SMASH APARTHEID 
‘The organisation and mobilis- 

ation of blacks inside South 
Africa has nuw been taking 
place ona significant scale since 
1973, after the previous decade 
of defeat. 

How have the various sec- 
tions of the black resistance 
movement responded to the 
changes in the apartheid state’s 
policies and to the spontaneous 
militancy of black workers and 
students? Naturally, each sec- 

tion has responded in line with 
its own political heritage. 

The African National Con- 
gress has had great difficulties 
in adapting itself to a struggle in 
which the focus is not on sabo- 
tage from without nor on inter: 
national sanctions, but on 
internal resistance. 

ANC 
Now ANC President: Oliver 

‘Tambo writes of a) pre-revolu- 
tienary situation: “a very rare 
combination oof revolutionary 
factors are omaturing df te 
liberation movement seizes tnis 
very important omemeat ancl 

hailds upon it. the prospects of 
people's power is within: our 
sight’, 

He sees. the convergence 
three factors, First, ‘a rey 
and a ruling class in deep econ. 
omic and political crisis, perhaps: 
the deepest in [its] history’. 

Second. ‘ferment among the 
people whe are showing that 
thes vant net reform but a 
revolutionary solution’. And 
third. “a mevement exists with 
norguised following to guide 

the: haild-up te cictory 
At the same time, he prag- 

wally keeps open ather 
possibilities: ‘the idea of a ven 
eral TNSUTreCtion as. uw inimed- 

fate wats forseard vannet rephice 
the Long-term perspective of 
protracted: people's witr...We 
must keep Nines open to other 
Possibilities” ve 

The main criticistit aimed at 
the ANC te the past has been 
that it) substituted © armed 
struggle for political organis- 
Hien inside the country. The 
result of Meir armed struggle 
Strategy wis disaster, both on 

the araed and on the political 
tromty, Now Tambo is) saying 
That itis necessary te ‘combine 
armed struggle with political 

mass actions’, at the same time 
as accelerating othe armed 

Struggle. 
This means ‘less concern over 

civilian casualties” as far as the 
sabotage campaign is con- 

   

  

    
   

    

  

  

   
  

  

B cerned. Tambo is calling for pre- 
f paration for ‘a 

  

long general 

strike’, the turning of black 
townships into no-go areas by 
the action of small bands of 
armed youth, a call to black sol- 
diers and policemen to quit their 
jebs and the institution of 
‘people's committees’ as alter- 
natives to the black councils, 

He hailed the two-day general 
strike in November as evidence 
of ‘a very substantial shift on 
the part of workers. toward 
acceptance of the view that they 
must be part of popular mass 
struggle’. 

in my view the ANC’s analysis 
is not precise enough. First, the 
idea of “people's power’ is no 
mere than a rhetorical device 
used toy cover and obscure 
important differences which 
exist between the various see: 
tions of the ‘peuple’ and it says 
nothing about the form of state 
for which the ANC is fighting. 

Second. this is not the first 
time that the South African 
ruling class has entered into 

1946, 1960 and 1976 
were other such occasions, and 
each of them in the end proved 
to be a springboard for the 

of the ruling class. On 
aston there is litth: evi- 

dence ay vet that the ruling class 
ie anywhere near ar being unable 
torule. 

  

   

Suspicious 
Vhird. many black people are 

by no means convinced — and 
often for good reason — that the 
ANC represents their interests 
or can act as an cffeetive teader- 
ship for them, This is the lesson 
of many years’ experience of the 
ANC downgrading the day to 
day economic struggles of work- 
ers and of the trade unions. 
Many are suspicious of the 
ANC'Ss efforts to subject all black 
organisations. to their own 
leadership and direction. 

"side the country there are 
three principal frees at work 
and to some considerable extent 
in comfict with one another, The 
UDF (United Democratic Front) 
is a broad front of all who may 

be opposed to apartheid. It com- 
prises a coalition of 645 affiliated 
groups and claims a member- 
shipof over two million — though 
the UDF's attempt to gain a 
million signatures for its petition 
to free Mandela fell far short of 
its Carget. 

ft 1s tormally a non-racial 
grouping and has attracted a 

number of leading liberal fig- 
ures like Bishop Tutu to its 

UDF 
fr has net mamaiged to win 

over the bulk of the organised 
working class, however — most 
of the trade union movement 
fearing for its independence 
were it to join, The UDF's own 
organisational structures seem 
rather weak, It took a major role 
in the boycott of the new consti 
tution (but certainly not a dom- 
inant or even a leading role). It 
adheres to the politics of the 
ANC and the Freedom Charter 
and espouses its popular front 
politics. 

Within the UDF, however, as 
one would expect, there are all 
kinds of diverse views. AL 
Present about 40 UDF leaders 
are charged with treason and 
other seriaus offences, especial- 
ty support for the ANC which 
remains a banned organisation, 

It is unlikely that most trade 
unions would join the UDF 
unless the workers’ numbers 
were reflected in the decision- 
making structures of the Front. 

At present this is net the case. 
The second of the major liber- 

ation forces within the country is 
taal centred around Black Con- 
sciousness and the National 
Forum, The main group within 
this circle is AZAPO. 

Within this grouping there is 
also a wide diversity of views, 
ranging fram black separatism 
on the natianalist side to social- 
ists and Trotskyists on the work- 

ing class side. There is no bint 
on whites j ining, but anti- 

whiteness co-mingles with its 
greater emphasis on socialism. 

  

lt has within it some. fine 
intellectuals, like Neville Alex- 
ander who, under the name of 
No Sizwe wrote a fine critique of 
the nationalist politics of the 
ANC called ‘One Azania, One 
Nation’, What links its various 
threads together is, partly. a 
common negative opposition to 
what they term as ‘charterism’ 
— emphasis on the ANC's 
South African Freedont Charter 
which they tend to think of as 
contiuninited by liberalism: and 
partly @ common commitment to 
non-coopernition with or boycott 
of all state institutions, 

This has strained their rela- 
tions with mest of the trade 
union movement, which natural- 
Ivy work within as well as outside 
official structures of negotiation. 

A flavour of what) separates 
them from the UDF can be 
gained from their respective 
handling of Kennedy's recent 

i The UDF acted as Ken- 
nedy'’s host and expects much 
from his support fur the sane- 

  

-tions campaign in the States. 
The NF boycotted Kennedy and 
ona number of occasions 
blocked him from speaking. 

Riots 
During the recent spate of 

riots there bas been no love lost 
between supporters of the UDF 
and of the NFC. Several killings 
and fircbombings were repor- 
ted. 

The third major force inside 
South Africa is the black workers 
trade union movement. This 
movement too is disunited, 
divided partly by political and 
partly by organisational differ- 
ences. 

Politically, the influence of the 
UDF and of the NFC is strong in 
some unions, though the vast 
bulk of the movement is un- 
aligned and espouses either 
trade’ union “"independence”’ 
(wih a more or less strong 

syndivalist bent) or allegiance tu 
a working class political move- 
ment yet fo be formed. 

in recent years the trade 

    

union movement has managed 
to build and consolidate among 
black industrial, commercial and 
now mining workers. It has 
made significant strides toward 
forming a united trade union 
movement (that could mature in 
the next few months). 

The trade unions have also 
engaged much more actively 
than in the past in political 
struggles, taking a major role in 
the boycott of the new elections, 
leading and providing the 
muscle behind the two-day stay- 
at-home in November, in which 
more than half a million workers 
participated — Johannesburg 
was entirely paralysed — and 
offering a working class political 
perspective which is nowhere 
else to be found. 

These are the three major 
contending groupings as things 
now stand, 

Issues 
It is important not te confuse 

J the jestlings for power and 
‘advantage by competing petty 
bourgeois groups. each laying 

claim to leadership, with the real 
class issues that face the move- 
ment, 

The big underlying question 
in the liberation struggle is the 
relation between the working 
class and the liberation move- 
ment as a whole, between social- 
ism and nationalism, between 
the fight against apartheid and 
the fight for socialism, between 
working class forms of struggle 
and forms of struggle which 
leave the working class as by- 
standers applauding their 
champions, 

All parties now speak, formally 
of the leading role of the black 
working class. The problem is tu 
give this content, 

After the stay-at-home in 
November there was consider- 
able criticism from within the 
ranks of FOSATU (the largest 
trade union federation) that 
workers had not been adequate- 
ly consulted prior to the action 
— and that the leadership was 
behaving too much like a middle 
class nationalist teadership, call- 
ing on workers to do this and 
that but not involving the work- 
ers in planning of decision- 
making. 

The UDF and NFC leaders 
tend to ‘represent’ their consti- 
tuencies in a much looser way, 
much less structured, than the 
trade union leaders, who put 
high emphasis on trade union 
democracy. During and after the 
stay-away, FOSATU represen- 

“The largest andmost powerful 
working clz 

  

assin Africa” 

    

tatives on the united front that 
organised it found themselves 
somewhat compromised by 
statements about no-go zones 
and the like put out by some of 
their colleagues. Perhaps this 
explains why further calls on 
workers to stay away from work 
have not been notably success- 
ul. 
Workers cannot be pulled in 

and out like puppets, and South 
African history has many exam- 
Pies to prove this. Workers also 
stand to lose not just their jobs 
but their right to reside in an 
area where jobs are to be found, 
when they strike. They want to 
know that the reason is good and 
that their organisation is good. It 
is too casy to declare workers 
backward when they fail to per- 
form what others want of them 
or, alternatively, to uncuntpre- 
hendingly idealise them as ever- 
ready ta take militant action. 
After the two-day stay-away all 
S000) SASOL workers were 
sacked and sent back to their 
homelands (though same were 
subsequently re-empleved), 

One of the most significant 

areas of trade union develop- 
ment at the moment is in the 
gold mines. For the Feon- 
omist (10/5/85) this is where the 
real action is. 

In mid-March the NUM 
demanded a general 10% rise: 
two weeks later it declared an 
official dispute. 400 union mem- 
bers were immediately dis- 
missed and negotiations 
Nopped. The following night 
14.000 workers, almost the 
entire underground force in the 
Vall Reefs gold mine, owned by 
the giant) —- Anglo-American, 
failed to turn up. 

The dispute spilled over into a 
neighbouring mine. — Every 
striker, 17,000 in all. was sacked 
by Anglo and bussed back tu the 
‘homelands’. Two bombs explo- 
ded in. Anglo’s Johannesburg 
office on April 30. Since then 
negotiations have been re- 

sunied. 

NUM 
The NUM is now secking a 

40% increase across the board, 
plus danger money and abolition 
of job reservation. Anglo are 
offering 1S% at most for blacks 
(below the rate of inflation) and 
9.5% for white miners (the 
white, and poisonously racist, 
MWIU has also declared a dis- 
pute!) 

Since Gavin Rally took over 
direction of Anglo from the 
‘liberal’ Harry Oppenheimer, 
Anglo has been taking an 
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increasingly hard line. dosing
.he liberal Rand Daily Mail (for
\lJpposcdly financial reasons)
and now taking on the very
union which the company had
oriJo(inally inviled inlo their
mines. The dispule is stil1 to be
decided.
Such are the forces al work.

We should nul downplay the
influence of the black bour.

of the homelands chiefs
likt.· Buthulezi and Matanzima.
whusc supporters have entered
illto bitter and leihal tights
n'l'cntly \\;th to".vnship workers:
aud IIf the Asian and Coloured
rl..·prt·'iClltarivcs who now sit in
parliament and 3rc claiming
I:n.:dil fllr the reforms. None of
fht.·m ;Ire to
IIle.·ir new·f,)und ptlwl·r(·.:J_"i1.v.

Deal?
I here i, l:dk fnll1lthc ""oven!·

Illl'lIl 1,1;1 (kill "ilh rill" I\NC-
'!III' I!U.· Illll'r hl r...
d·,'L1 it he." \\"lluid publidy eschew
vitliL't,,:t.·. M:mdcla refu...c-d ami
.... h .. 1 1I:,\t.· tht.· -\NC. But tlfft..rs
I,l" """:'l· kiud III' tl.:deral deal mal'
\\dl Il\.· UTI Iltt' lahle. \\;Ih :hc
HUfhulCli... ;tun Matan/imas

as- J!:ll·hcf\\·cens. Such a
.."IUltt)fl wl)!lld uffer lillI<.' or
11,.,hil1/o( tll tht.· t)f black
wllrk..·""
·Jllt.· "iituatitlU is a confused

!HIe. If "'i11 I"ke more than
Amcrit.·.tn salH..'1illIlS,

III' .. tllllt·1I1 ri.,'''i fo t)\"t.·rturn what
i, ,till:1 \\-11:11 is
'It i"Ih.· i, nul onh-' Wht.. l her
:lp.Ulht..itl ..·.1I1 lx· m'l'HUrtled hut
:,1,,1 \\ilh whal it is tn lx' re-
ptln:d.

I ht: hlad das... (lr
S,llIIh '\fril,.'3. hy far lhe
.tIll! nI"'1 p'-"\t.'rful in Africa,
111;1\ \'l'1l he- prt.'''C,''lIIed wilh the

l1ll."rdy It)
l'\'plan= a r\...pr\.·......in., t.·olollial rule
\\ilh :1 rl·pre.·..,i\'l· rult.' ni Ihf'
I>l.1\ -k bOllTJ,1\.''Ui"ie. but tn l·rt."ak
.1 .... ",.-i.. Ii'1 OIIu.1 tknll.'I(.'ratk Soulh
\tl"it',1 whi..:h wlIuld douhtk's"
..... f' e.' 'IS :1 Gllal'""'1 for all Afril-'1.

.. h a prO,pt:l:t is fl.H inlllle.'d·
1;111.'. hUI lilt: l·um·nt hanks rna,-
\\ dl lx' l'rudal in dt'lt'rmininR
Ihe plan.' of Ihe wl'rking class in
Ih\.' "tTII,tr.:,tr.:k a.'io a "·hole.
I'lli,. in my opinion, \\'111 be

dl'h:rmillt.·d h\' wh('ther or not
I ht: IT,Hk uui'on 1ll0\·CJIlt.·nl -
II hidl i ... al pn.:Sl·nl Ihl' majtlr
,'Il!.:lIli':lti'ln:ll f,l\.·us of hl'll'k
\\'Irklor... - h:.... Iht." t\l
t.',·n,trU\.'ltlut uf lhl'ir t'",11 rank!-.
;lIld ill nmjullt.'li'ln wilh
.... Ili·i:tli,t .....1 w(1f"kinJot das_\ poli·
lilal "'O\·t.·I1It."nl. A.... C'oeT lhi, is
,';"H'r 10 :uh,tlt.°af(' th,HI In
;Ilhien".

"The big underlying question is the relationship the class and the liberation movement ..."

     

                          

       

          

   

                  

   

  

   

      

   

                      

   

                            

      

        

   

    

increasingly hard line, closing 
the liberal Rand Daily Mail (for 
supposedly financial reasons) 
and now taking on the very 
union which the company had 
uriginally invited into their 
mines. The dispute is still to be 
decided, 

Such are the forces at work. 
We should not downplay the 
influence of the black bour- 
revisie: of the homelands chiefs 
like Buthulezi and Matanzima, 
whose supporters have entered 
into bitter and lethal fights 
recently with township workers: 
and of the Asian and Coloured 
representatives who now sit in 
parliament and are claiming 
credit for the reforms, None of 
them are gaing to surrender 
their new-found power casily, 

Deal? 
Vhere is tlk from the govern: 

mrentot a deal with the ANC — 
thas the offer to reloase Man- 
dyke it he would publicly eschew 
vielume. Mandela refused amd 
se tows have the ANC. But offers. 
af sotme kind of federal deal may 
well be on the table, with the 

Buthulezis and) Matanzimas 
ACHING as go-betweens. Such a 
solution would offer tite or 
nothing to the struggles of black 
workers, 

The situation is a confused 
ong. tt will take) more than 
sabotage or American sanctions, 
Or strident riots to overturn what 
is still a mighty cegime. What is 

at issue iss not only whether 

apartheid cat be overturned but 
also with what it is to be res 
placed. 

The hack working class of 
South Africa, by far the largest 

and most powerful in’ Africa, 
may wcll be presented with the 
eppectanity net omerely to 
replies a repressive colonial rule 
with ao repressive rule ot the 
blick bourgevisie, but to create 

socialist and democratic South 
Mtrica: which would doubtless 
seree as acatalyst for all Africa, 
Such a prospect is not immed: 
ute, but the current battles may 
well be crucial in’ determining 
the place of the working class in 
the striggle asa whole, 

This, in my opinion, will be 
determined by whether or not 
the trade union movement — 

which is at present the major 

rer wal focus of black 
workers — bas the capacity fo 

constriclout of (heir own canks, 
aod in conjunction with other 
sociidists, a working class poli- 

tical movement. As ever this is 
masier to advecate than to 
achieve. 
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Arrest under pass laws

The 'National Forum' is a major force in the South
African liberation movement, alongside the United
Democratic Front and the nor.-racial trade unions.
Embracing many currents which come from the

black consciousness movement, it now sets its aim as
a socialist revolution.
In this interview - given in early August, soon

after the declaration of the state of emergency - a
leader of the National Forum argues that South
Africa is 'a classic situation of permanent revolution'
(where the working class takes the lead in a democra-
tic revolution and merges it with a socialist revolu-
tion). The interview is translated and abridged from
the German socialist paper Was Tun.

ion movement play in this
revolt?
Without a doubt the trade

union movement has played
an important, in many re·
spects decisive, role.
The strikes that began in

September in the 'Vaal trian·
gJe\ the industrial area of the
Transvaal and Orange Free
Station. and which flowed
into a two-day regional strike
in November, were the begin·
ning of the revolt. This move·
ment was led primarily by the
two big black union federa-
tions, FOSATU and CUSA.
Until then FOSATU and

CUSA had been able to avoid
acting in too opel'ly political
a way so that the regime
could attack them. After the
strike some FOSATU union-
ists were 3rrt:Sted - they ;In' .
now being charged with high
treason.

How did this revolt start. and
what Ire its centres?
The revolt has economic

and political reasons. I would
put the political reasons in
first place.
Not only the Blacks, but

also the great majority of the
Coloureds and Indians. reject-
ed the new constitution. But
when in the constitution the
government excluded those
classified ,as Blacks from any
political representation, it
drove the urban black youth
into revolt.
On top of that you have

the economic misery and the
intensive poHticisation of
black society. The black
school students' movement
has played a leading role in
this.
Their militant stance, of

course, goes bac:k a long way
in South African history: the
Soweto uprising initially
a school students' movement.
They demand a better educa-
tion system which offers the
blacks similar possibilities to
the whites. But now they are
going far beyond this demand
and are aiming for a socialist·
oriented education.
Another big factor is that

most school students can get
no work after school. In the
eastern province the unem·
ployment rate is almost 40'....

Is the movement restricted to
the cities?
No, although there have

been no uprisings on the land
like in the cities, perhaps with
the exception of the eastern
province,
The movement draws in

the contract workers working
fOT white farmers, and the
miners, of course. And po..'er·
ty and hunger are much
worse in the t:ounlryside (han
in the cities. J think that an
explosion·is-hrcwing, espet:ial·
ly in the so ....:allcd "resettle-
ment camps', which are a sort
of concentration l·amps.
These camps may hecome

the sti.irling point for guerilla
or olht'r at::tion ilgainst tht
regimc:, like the I'aleslinian
rdugcC' l'amps. They are the

of a policy Ihat has
turned more ;lIH.J more l:Hacks
into but wants
to stop them bCl'oming
urhanised.

Are the trade unions winning
masses of new members?
Yes, especially among the

miners.
The unions encourage

their members to take part in
political class-struggJe actions
in the townships, though in-
deed not as trade·unionists,
because the South Afril.an
government wouJd then
immediately ban them, but in
civic committees and in spon-
taneous revolts.
Like Solid"rnosc they try

to avoid open political al:lion
as trade unions at the current
stage. But many traue union-
ists think that a politkal
workers' party must emerg.e
from the trade union mo\'e·
ment. In this respect too we
have learned mud1 from poli-
tkal experience. I think 11 is
tactically right.
Howe-wr. the trade union

movement is wry divided. I
would distinguish three dlf-
ferenl On the left
then' an: tht: unions that (on·
sider as belonging
to the hlJl:k
movcml'nt.
loth.: I11lddle then' art' the

two trade union federa-
fions (hal I mentionl',I, who
now want to Furthl'r
to the right is the South :\hi-
l'an ("flngn:ss of Tradl' llmons
..hidl is dose to [he
• '(;rCJI prcssuCl' is hl'lOg
l'xerh.'ll from il.'l1 :Ind frolll

un thl: fedC'fJIHH1!\ 111 the
What role does. the lradr UI\· .... .. k).

The new, independent non-
racial trade unions pose huge
problems for South African
capitalists, and for their state.
Under normal conditions,

individual capitalists and
cal)italist governments can
'count upon being able to
diffuse workers' struggles by
relying on a trade union
bureaucracy heavily shaped by
its dealings in the corridors of
power and channels of negoti-
ation, and to a large extent cut
off from the needs and mood of
the rank and file.
No such bureaucracy exists

in the new unions. They have
concentrated on building up
strong rank-and-file organ-
isation, shop stewards struc-
tures and direct worker
involvement. Strict accoun-
tability of leaders - who are
to obtain mandates from their
members for all that they do -
has helped prevent the leaders
from being coopted by indus-
trial conciliation
bu reaucracy.

Even where unions have
participated in industrial coun-
cils [negotiation boards with
management] it has been on
the basis of strict rank-and-
file control over representa-
tives, and freedom to pursue
their interests at a local
level.
Many unions hav!! 'kept their

distance from the main
political opposition the
pro-ANC United Democratic
Front. Despite overtones of
narrow tradeunionism, such
distance is good.
The UDF deserves our full

support a9,ainst apartheid. But
il is a typical popular-
front nationalliberalion move-
ment, with a programme for
a capitalist South Africa, and
Stalinist controlled.
The working class needs its

own political voice, indepen-
. dent from the ANC or the
UDF. Such a voice - a new,
working class parly - could
be built on the independent
unions, the NUM, FOSATU
and the Council of Unions of
South Africa.

Aworkers' party

based on the unions

A workers’ party 

based on the unions 

The new, independent non- 
racial trade unions pose huge 
problems for South African 
capitalists, and for their state. 

Under normal conditions, 
individual capitalists and 
capitalist governments can 
‘count upon being able to 
diffuse workers’ struggles by 
relying ona trade union 
bureaucracy heavily shaped by 
its dealings in the corridors of 
power and channels of negoti- 
ation, and to a large extent cut 
off from the needs and mood of 
the rank and file. 

No such bureaucracy exists 
in the new unions. They have 
concentrated on building up 
strong rank-and-file organ- 

isation, shop stewards struc- 
tures and direct worker 
involvement. Strict accoun- 
tability of leaders — who are 
to obtain mandates from their 
members for all that they do — 
has helped prevent the leaders 
from being coopted by indus- 
trial conciliation 
bureaucracy. 

Even where unions have 
participated in industrial coun- 
cils [negotiation boards with 
management] it has been on 
the basis of strict rank-and- 
file contro! over representa- 
tives, and freedom to pursue 
their interests at a local 
level. . 

Many unions have kept their 
distance trom the main 
political opposition group, the 
pro-ANC United Democratic 
Front. Despite overtones of 
narrow trade unionism, such 
distance is good. 

The UDF deserves our full 

support against apartheid. But. 
it is a typical popular- 
front national liberation move- 
ment, witha programme for 
a capitalist South Africa, and 
Stalinist controlled. 

The working class needs its 
own political voice, indepen- 

“dent from the ANC or the 
UDF. Sucha voice — anew, 
working class party — could 
be built on the independent 
unions, the NUM, FOSATU 
and the Council of Unions of 
South Africa. 

Arrest under the pass laws 

  

  

The ‘National Forum’ is a major force in the South 
African liberation movement, alongside the United 
Democratic Front and the nor-racial trade unions. 

Embracing many currents which come from the 
black consciousness movement, it now sets its aim as 
a socialist revolution. 

In this interview — given in early August, soon 
after the declaration of the state of emergency —a 
leader of the National Forum argues that South 
Africa is ‘a classic situation of permanent revolution’ 
(where the working class takes the lead in a democra- 
tic revolution and merges it with a socialist revolu- 
tion). The interview is translated and abridged from ~ 
the German socialist paper Was Tun. 

  

How did this revolt start, and 
what are its centres? 

The revolt has economic 
and political reasons. | would 
put the political reasons in 
first place. 

Not only the Blacks, but 
also the great majority of the 
Coloureds and Indians, reject- 

ed the new constitution. But 
when in the constitution the 
government excluded those 
classified as Blacks from any 
political representation, it 
drove the urban black youth 
into revolt. 

On top of that you have 
the economic misery and the 
intensive politicisation of 
black society. The black 
school students’ movement 
has played a leading role in 
this. 

Their militant stance, of 
course, goes back a long way 
in South African history: the 
Soweto uprising was initially 
a school students’ movement, 
They demand a better educa- 
tion system which offers the 
blacks similar possibilities to 
the whites. But now they are 
going far beyond this demand 
and are aiming for a socialist- 
oriented education, 

Another big factor is that 
most school students can get 

no work after school. In the 
eastern province the unem- 
ployment rate is almost 40%, 

Is the movement restricted to 
the cities? 

No, although there have 
been no uprisings on the land 
like in the cities, perhaps with 
the exception of the eastern 
province, 

The movement draws in 
the contract workers working 
for white farmers, and the 
miners, of course. And pover- 
ty and hunger are much 

worse in the countryside than 
in the cities. 1 think that an 
explosion is brewing, especial- 
ly in the sowalled ‘resettle- 
ment camps', which are a sort 

of concentration camps. 
These camps may hecome 

the starting point for guerilta 
or other action against the 
regime, like the Palestinian 
refugee camps. They are the 
result of a policy that hus 
turned more and more Blacks 
into wuge-workers, but wants 

to stop) them — becoming 
urbanised. 

jon movement play in this 
revolt? 

Without a doubt the trade 
union movement has played 
an jmportant, in many re- 
spects decisive, role, 

The strikes that began in 
September in the ‘Vaal trian- 
gle’, the industrial area of the 
Transvaal and Orange Free 
Station, and which flowed 
into a two-day regional strike 
in November, were the begin- 
ning of the revolt. This move- 
ment was led primarily by the 
two big black union federa- 
tions, FOSATU and CUSA. 

Until then FOSATU and 
CUSA had been able to avoid 
acting in too openly political 
a way so that the regime 
could attack them. After the 
strike some FOSATU union- 
ists were arrested — they are” 
now being charged with high 
treason, 

Are the trade unions winning 
masses of new members? 

Yes, especially among the 
miners, 

The unions encourage 
their members to take part in 
political class-struggte actions 
in the townships, though in- 
deed not as trade-unionists, 
because the South African 
government would = then 
immediately ban them, but in 
civic committees and in spon- 
taneous revolts. 

Like Solidarnose they try 
to avcid open political action 
as trade unions at the current 
Stage. But many trade union- 
ists think that a political 
workers’ party must emerge 
from the trade union move- 
ment. In this respect too we 
have learned much from poli- 
tical experience. | think it is 
tactically right. 

However, the trade union 
movement is very divided. | 
would distinguish three dil- 
ferent: groups. On the left 
there are the unions that con- 
sider themselves as belonging 
to the black consciousness 
movement. 

fn the nuddle there are the 
two big trade union federa- 
tions that I mentioned, who 
now want to unite. Further 
to the right is the South Afn- 
can Congress of Trade Unions 
which is close to the ANC, 
“Great pressure is being 

exerted from dett and from 
right on the federations im the 

What role does, the trade un-. - cuntia. Ue bo come ald Huts



"Many trade unionists think that
a workers' party must emerge"

:., ..

their members.
But won't the bnJtal state
intervention lead to further
politicisation and 1:xtension
of the revolt?
Politicisation, yes, but not

necessarily an e:r:tension of
. the open revolt.

We are in a situation very
similar tQ Northern Ireland, •
The government can forget, ,{;
once and for aU, the ide. of I'bringing over the black youth ·s
and the black popul.tion to .,

integration is ex· .:.•.'•....•
But the workers cannot

sustain an open revolt indefi·
nitely in South Africa any i
more than they can anywhere
else. There will continue to (;
be sporadic revolts in the ;1
township-so .

If we had an army, as in
Iran in 1979, that was recruit·
ed from the 'sons of the
people', then it would per-
haps be possible today to talk
about a successful revolution.
But it will be years before we
have such a situation. You
can't talk about a successful
revolution when you don 'f
know how to neutralise
.;Jrmy and the hUfc2ucr4l''-Y.
And they areSlin 85/:- ..... hite.
·fhe f!;o\o'ermiH'nl will not

I('-t the proportion of hl:.H:ks
In the Slate 4irpuatus In\.'fl"ase
qUlddy, hecause it ..'
that is thelf own pO\l,'t'r-hasf·
Anyone y.:ho says thaI a sur·"
,:e-ssful Tt'volution ISIn the n('x.l two or Ihrt"e yoen-
dut's not understand. the...
!\ltuatlOn .

h .....ould he, dIfferent if an
international W.iH f'tt"\.Jlrallsed
the army in Soulh Afnca and
pvc us thl' opportunity to
(orne to power. Bur no neigh·
hounng state IS strong
l"'cn to threaten South
,\frll.;a

Is Soulh Africa on the eve of
revlJlution?

In rhe Nutional Forum we
ha\'t.' tried to warn
two dani!ers 'since JY83. a
prt"rnaltHC and a
L<lltn-l\meril:ants<ltlOn of the
l'(H1nlly. Buth are now threat-
t'nlfl,(!.

II .... a' eleCtr that a revolt
....·a"i II he in rhe
tnll'fIo'st of 1he Botha p;overn-
m('111 10 provoke a premature
oulhrl':lk of the revolt, so
10 sttlk II quicker and elimi-
nail' It-adershlp throu}?:h a
wan"' of arrc!\ls or through the
stale of

Th<.' preci-se moment may
nof ht' ravourahle for the

.. hec3lL,;e it is in

more Indians and Coloureds . a very difficult situation eeo..
can be politically neutralised 'nomieany, But there can be
than blacks. The many black no doubt of the government's
collaborators in the town· . preparedness to impose lhe
ships show, howeyer. that state of emergency.
fundamentally even classified This state of emergency
lliacks can be neutralised. will not last very long, but in
On the other hand the that time organisations will

youth of precisely these inter-' be destroyed or have their
mediate layers rejects this leaderships removed, and it
government and the new con· . will take some years to build
stit ution most sharply. and 'them up again. The aim of
takes part in lhe revolt. Other the state of emergency is a
than repression the govern· breathing..pace in which the
ment has no means to solve so<alJed ·reform movement"
the question of apartheid. It can be extended and the
does not have enough time. black middle class neutral..

I believe that in the next . ised, .
five or ten years the capitalist .. .' 'The _moderate leader.;hip
powers of the West will see of the United Democratic
themselves forced to bring. Front (UDF) did not lhink
the moderate wing of the this wave of rcpressiort was
liberation movement to possible,)t assessed not only'
power somehow, as in Zim-· the international situation
·babwe. But the Iltempt to but .lso the relation of forces
put a limit to the movement inside the country falsely and
by that means wiU fai1. expected that the government
Of course we cannot pre. would be forced into negotia·

diet how t he revolution will tions. In reality we are mov-
then proceed, but it is the ing t,o:,""ards Latin American
classic situation of a perman· conultlons.
cnt revolution. That means that the

regime allows a Jimjtep politi·
cal debate so as then to re-
move the Icadersllip th,1t
show!! itself openly, eitht.'r
legally or through

.- as has alreally
heli!:un with the mun..ler of I he
opro!\itionaJ lawyer Victoria
Mxenj:!:l'.
The movement .shoulJ

have prt:pan:d It"ielf for thiS
Hul It is l:ll'ar that the l1DI:
and also parlsof ttlt' l\alional
J orum and even the union"i
were not qUilt.' prepared for
this w:Jve of rcprC\"iton.
The unions will pruhClhh:

l·Ome oul of it ht:st. hCI.:au ...e
they hold b<.ll.:k from open
revolutionary act l ....11 v and
have only <.:arricd' on
pohtical l"du(:allOn, among

t'

yw'""".Black4/rikers.Durban
<Ire on the contrary convinced
that such a reform can be
carried through only by the
cooption of the moderate
leadership of the African nat·
ionalist movement. And these
forces, who are aiming for a
new power bloc, propose an
economic boycott.

So is socialism on the agenda
in the consciousness of the
mOl'ement:S activists?
Quite definitely. Obvious·

Jy most people have no seien·
tific, disciplined conception
of socialism. But since about
1980 most activists have been
clear thai apartheid could
only be removed by socialist
solutions of some sort.
The tradf!··tmions on one

side, the community
ations, tenants' organisations,
etc, on the other, are building
an organisational foundation
for 8 'Socialist movement,

It is still not a workers'
movement. There is stiH no
workers' party. but the foun·
dation for such a party has
already been established.
And some member organi.

sations of the KF. like tbe
Black Alliance of Mining and
Construction Workers' On·
ions. ha've alfead)' progressed
very far on the road to a soc·
ialist strategy.
As against that, the old

and new left belonging to the
UDF start from the idea that
the movement should not go
beyond national and demo-
cratic goals - though there
are socialist-orientated organ-
isations affiliated to the UDF
too.

work wilh the UDF, but not
for 41 political alliance, be·
1,;.HlSl' we reject collaboration
wilh the lioerals .

Con.;;('(/ut'"ntly we rcjcl·tel!
thl' of l!S Sl'nator Fd·.

Kennedv whirh the
I ;1>,.. Wilh that

imporlJnt \."apita1i!\t ,,:irl'·
1« ill the US and in South
Afrh.:a itself wanted to push
the Botha government
reforms.

The bourgeois camp, interna·
tionally aodin South Africa
itself, is split in its attitude to
the Botha government. Some Is such a reform solution pas·
bourgeois forces in 'the US sible. and is there a social
call for • boycott. How do basis for it?
you explain this? Even so far-rea{,.'hing n
The strategic situation in cession as legal equality can

South Africa is differently no longer integrate the
assessed. blacks, above all the youth,
There are capitalist politi· As against the national·

cians who consider that the democratic theoreticians of
AFrikaner National party and the UDF it must be maintain·
the Botha government are the ed that the revolution in
only force that can carry South Africa has a' permanent
through reforms 'without en- character,
dangering the system ilself. The caste sYstem indeed
Others, (urther to the left, implies that 'in time many

W' ..
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U_lloN-a: ','
If__ .."'etIl)'
f..u-hll", fdw--'

Jl. ...... Ave"""""..,t-.. ,
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,
. f

nr.:nly in " \\Ia).',
I rt'ic'c.:t this 01011

I think \1 time il
\\.'\ "dd he hnal sui·
• ;llld \\"f\li:,f on!Y kad}'tif-
I'll. of tth.'11 k:;,kr'ihlp'i..

WII:I! :ue tht he·
f".\-t>t'U rht' two hillilliance''i in
.he liht'rafion mOl'ernent, the-
t1nile:-d l>emocratic Front
(lJDFI and Ihe N.tion.1
Forum"?
Hnlh origin.iJted anoul' the
rime in 1'-183.

I.h" "'mained true to
original idea of huilding a

\.'ommon of all
for\:t"s that the new
constitution, the so-called
':\c.'w Deal'. The main organ-

taking part in the NF
the Azania People's Org-

anisation (AZAPOI, the only
IC'ltal national organisation of
hlacks, and lhe Cape Action
L('3JWl'.
Both alliances are made up

mainl)' of black workers,
The worken arc in
the townships, and their org-
anis:ltions belong to· one of
the two alliances. The black
pt."uy hourgeoisie and iOle)-

are also
in hoth alliances.

In the UDr: there are also
(mainly white) ele-

ments. liherals 3nd husiness
p""rle with links to big capi-
lal. Of course the organisa-
tions of the National Forum
31<;0 have white members
fro 111 community organisa-
tions. student organisations,
and trade unions; but not this
bourlZeois element.
('USA, one of the two big

blat:k trade union federatjons,
belongs both to the UDF and
the !"F.
The NF campaigned ago

ainst the constitution much
more seriously than the UDF.
in which a right wing time
and aga in proposed using the
constitutional institutions as
a platform for legal propa·
ganda.
The b..is of the NF is the

"Manife'sto of the Azanian
People'. which is of coune
not a socialist programme,
hut in any case puts socialism
on the agenda. On the other
hand lhe UOF has not even
neen .ahle to unite on the
Freedom Charter, the ANC's
I Q55 manifesto (or an anti·
arartheid coalition.

Wl' are ready (or joint
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“Many trade unionists think that 

openly ina political way. 
fhey reject this | and right- 
ty. 1 think. At this time it 
would be orgunisational sui- 
certs and woud onty leadéto’ 
Ve treest of then leaderships. 

What are the differences be- 
tween the two hig alliances in 
the tiberation movement, the 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF? and the National 
Forum? 

Both originated about the 
sume time in 1983, 

Ihe NE remained true to 
the original idea of building a 
common opposition of all 
forces that rejected the new 
constitution, the so-called 
‘New Deal’. The main organ- 
isations taking part in the NF 
were the Azania People's Org- 
anisation (AZAPQ), the only 
legal national organisation of 
blacks, and the Cape Action 
League. 

Both alliances are made up 
mainly of black workers. 
The workers are organised in 
the townships, and their org- 
anisations belong to one of 
the two alliances. The black 
petty bourgeoisie and intel- 
lectuals are also represented 
in both alliances. 

In the UDF there are also 
bourgeois (mainly white) ele- 
ments, liberals and business 
people with links to big capi- 
tal. OF course the organisa- 
trons of the National Forum 
also have white members 
from community organisa- 
tions, student organisations, 

and trade unions; but not this 
bourgeois element. 

CUSA, one of the two big 
black trade union federations, 
belongs both to the UDF and | 
the NF, 

The NF campaigned ag- 
ainst the constitution much 
more seriously than the UDF, 
in which a right wing time 
and again proposed using the 
constitutional institutions as 
a platform for legal propa- 
ganda, 

The basis of the NF is the 
‘Manifesto of the Azanian 
People’, which is of course 
not a socialist programme, 
but in any case puts socialism 
on the agenda. On the other 
hand the UDF has not even 
been able to unite on the 
Freedom Charter, the ANC's 
1955 manifesto for an anti- 
apartheid coalition. 

We are ready for joint 

  

   The hated pass hooks. Photo IDAL 

work with the UDF, but not 
for a political alliance, be- 
cause we reject collaboration 
with the liberals. 

~« Consequently we rejected 
the visit of US Senator Fd-. 
wart Kennedy which the 
UDF welcomed, With that 
tisit important capitalist cire- 
les in the US and in South 
Africa itself wanted to push 
the Botha government into 
reforms. 

So is socialism on the agenda 
in the consciousness of the 
movement's activists? 

Quite definitely. Obvious- 
ly most people have no scien- 

tific, disciplined conception 
of socialism. But since about 
1980 most activists have been 
clear that apartheid could 
only be removed by socialist 
solutions of some sort. 

-The trade’ unions on one 
side, the community organis- 
ations, tenants’ organisations, 
etc, on the other, are building 
an organisational foundation 
for a socialist movement. ~ 

It is still not a workers’ 
movement. There is still no 
workers’ party, but the foun- 
dation for such a party has 
already been established. 

And some member organi- 
sations of the NF, like the 
Black Alliance of Mining and 
Construction Workers’ Un- 
ions, have already progressed 
very far on the road to @ soc- 
jalist strategy. 

AS against that, the old 
and new left belonging to the 
UDF start from the idea that 
the movement should not go 
beyond national and demo- 
cratic goals — though there 
are socialist-orientated organ- 
isations affiliated to the UDF 
too. 

The bourgeois camp, interna- 
tionally and in South Africa 
itself, is split in its attitude to 
the Botha government. Some 
bourgeois forces in the US 
cali for s boycott. How do 
you explain this? 

The strategic situation in 
South Africa is differently 
assessed. 

There are capitalist politi- 
cians who consider that the 
Afrikaner National party and 
the Botha government are the 
only force that can carry 
through reforms ‘without en- 
dangering the system itself. 

Others, further to the left, 

(For ethical ww enly 

  Black sfrikers, Durban 1973 

are on the contrary convinced 
that such a reform can be 
carried through only by the 
cooption of the moderate 
leadership of the African nat- 
jonalist movement. And these 
forces, who are aiming for a 
new power bloc, propose an 
economic boycott. 

Is such a reform solution pos- 
sible, and is there a social 
basis for it? 

Even so far-reaching a con- 
cession as legal equality can | 
no longer integrate the 
blacks, above all the youth, 

AS against the national- 
democratic theoreticians of 
the UDF it must be maintain- 
ed that the revolution in 
South Africa has a permanent 
character. 

The caste system indeed 
implies that ‘in time many 
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more Indians and Coloureds 
can be politically neutralised 
than blacks. The many black 
collaborators in the town- 
ships show, however, that 
fundamentally even classified 
Blacks can be neutralised. 

On the other hand the 
youth of precisely these inter- ~ 
mediate layers rejects this, 
government and the new con- 
stitution most sharply, and 
takes part in the revolt. Other ~ 
than repression the govern- 
ment has no means to solve 
the question of apartheid. It 
does not have enough time. 

1 believe that in the next 
five or ten years the capitalist * 
powers of the West will see 
themselves forced to bring. 
the moderate wing of the 
liberation movement to 
power somehow, as in Zim-- 
‘babwe, But the attempt to 
put a limit to the movement - 
by that means will fail. 

Of course we cannot pre- 
dict how the revolution will 
then proceed, but it is the 
classic situation of a perman- 
ent revolution. 

Is South Africa on the eve of 
revolution? 

In the Nutional Forum we 
have tried to warn against 
two dangers since 1983: a 
Premature uprising and a 

Latin-Americanisation of the 
country. Both are now threat- 

ening 
It was clear that a revolt 

wus coming. H must be in the 

interest of the Botha govern- 
ment to provoke a premature 
outbreak of the revolt, so as 

fo stifle it quicker and elimi- 
nate its leadership through a 
wave of arrests or through the 

state of emergency. 
‘The precise moment may 

not he favourable for the 
government, because it is in     

- @ very difficult situation eco- 
*nomically. But there can be 
no doubt of the government’s 
preparedness to impose the 
state of emergency. 

This state of emergency 
will not last very Jong, but in 

- that time organisations will 
. be destroyed or have their 
leaderships removed, and it 

. will take some years to build 
“them up again. The aim of 
the state of emergency is a 
breathing-space in which the 
so-called ‘reform movement’ 
can be extended and the 
black middle class neutral- 

- ised. : 
“The moderate leadership 

“of the United Democratic 
_ Front (UDF) did not think 
this wave of repression was 
possible. Jt assessed not only 
the international situation 
but also the relation of forces 
inside the country falsely and 
expected that the government 
would be forced into negotia- 
tions. In reality we are mov- 
ing towards Latin American 
conditions. 

That means that the 
regime allows a limited politi- 
cal debate so as then to re- 
move the leadership that 
shows itself openly, either 

legally or illegally through 
death-squads — as has already 
begun with the murder of the 
oppositional lawyer Victoria 
Mxenge. 

The movement should 
have prepared itself for this 
But it is clear that the UDF 
and also parts of the National 
forum and even the unions 
were not quite prepared for 

this wave of repression. 
The unions will probably 

come out of it best, hecause 
they hold back from open 
revolutionary activity and 
have only carried on general 
political education, among 
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their members. 

But won't the brical state 
intervention Jead to « further 
politicisation and extension 
of the revolt? 

Politicisation, yes, but not 
necessarily an extension of 

‘the open revolt. 
We are in a Situation very 

similar to Northern Ireland. 
The government can forget, 
once and for alf, the idea of 
bringing over the black youth 
and the black population to 
their side: integration is ex- 
cluded. 

But the workers cannot 
sustain an open revolt indefi- 
Nitely in South Africa any 
more than they can anywhere 
else. There will continue to 
be sporadic revolts in the 
townships. 

He owe had an army, as in 
Iran in 1979, that was recruit- 
ed from the ‘sons of the 
people’, then it would per- 
haps be possible today to talk 
about a successful revolution. 
But it will be years before we 
have such a situation. You 
can't talk about a successful 
revolution when you don't 
know how to neutralise the 
army and the hureagucracy. 
And they are still 8S‘> white. 

‘The government will not 
let the proportion of blacks 
m the slate apparatus increase 
quickly, because it knows 
that is their own power-base 
Anyone who says that a suc* 
cessful revolution is possible 
in the next two or three yoars” 

does not understand. the, 
situation. - 

Ht would be different if an 
international war feutralised 
the army in South Africa and 
gave us the opportunity to 

come to power. But no netgh- 
bauring state is Strong enough 

even to threaten South 

Africa           

Socialist Organiser no.244 September 19 1985 Page 

  
     



I
i_South Africa -.

Why aworkers' party?

Africa. The prime and lrrepI3l.'l'·
able jub of revolutionaries is to
gear up thc .. movement
batik." and in the cnurse of the
bank.·... imp..>scd un the
nh)Vl'ment win p(.'Ople to rc\'olu·
tillllary politics not just in
and twos bUI in hundreds and
thousands.

Workers'
Liberty

Workers' liberty on South
Aftica. 75p plus p&p from:
214 Sicken Court, London
N12SY.

Leadership
In $..luth Africa the siwatillO

cries out for a workers' party to
take the leadership of thl.'
struggle of thc oppresscd
hlacks. It cries OUI f(lr a line of
march f(lr the black working
class as a whole,
A revolutionary

that canrll)t map oul a lim: of
marcll f,'r the ,:Iass as a whole -
thai can show no way of challen-
ging the l."xisting and
Stalinist leadership - !)uch an
Ilrganisatil)Jl is nllt revolutilmarv
a' all, .

WORKERS'
LIBERTJ

:Breaking
'\th hains

lubllur Party there. But it is
Sl\(,:iaiisl Work\.'r who seck to

tlldr l)Wn mini-scale
·'huild-lhc·sel."'" st.:hcma inlu
.s.\uth Afril'a. And it is in South
Afril'a - where nothing is more
urgl'n( than the immediate

of working class
!Jl.l!tllCS rooted in the mass trade
ullinn I\klVCI11CI1I - that Ihe
irrl.'il.'v3I1CC alld futilitv of these
pu!itics ocnullcs sc:lf-cvident
and blatant.

Irrelevance
Think abou' this, Cllmradcs in

Socialist Workl'r. It is not
l."lllIUgh f'lr Marxists simply to
build up an organisation,
n.'t'ruiting one by one. Such a
l,,'adrl.' organisation can be a
waslcful irrelevance. a mere
sect 1m the sidelines of history
unless ir arms itself with. and
tights (,'onslantly for a revolu-
tionary perspective for the whole
mass working movement
- whether in Britain or South
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Parallels
s.."I(:ialisl Workl.'r says III the

tel'l in lhl.· wbour Party "go on.
It"avl,,' labour. nothing can be
dt1lll.' hl rt.·l11akl.' the mass labour
I1ltlH'l1ll'll1. We must Slart fmm
St.:rall,,'h" and in doing
s..)l,,"ialist Worker ullwillingingly
parallels the arguments of the
lab'.lur Party right who say 'get
tIUt".
On this hangs an interesting

SUPI)l.1I1crs of Socialist
Workt,.'r - indifferent alikc 10
till.' recent Icss,ms of Brazil and
to thl.' positions of the
Marxist movement - have
accused Socialist Organiser of
trying to visit the sins of the
British labour mllvemcnl on the
S.Juth African workers by way of
advocatin,g the creation of a

The third issul.· of Sodalist Organiser magazine - which is devoted
to South Africa - has been given a name of its own:

Liberty". Why name sums up our
Pl"l!lttcs and spells out what dlstlllgUlshes Socialist Organiscr
plliitically,
liberty? Liberty from l'C,'onomic exploitation by capitalism, but

als,) frum state tyranny. The word has an archaic ring to it
today. Onc reason for this is that the idea itself has either been
downgraded or entirely excised by large sections of the socialist
mnvemcnt as an aspiration of socialists. The Marxism of Marx and

and Trotsky stands for a working class revolu-
tin" which will destroy the statc and immediately abolish it in any.
!hing I!ke the bureaucratic form it assumcs in dass society, and
Immediately replace it by a state of a new type, actively
l.·ontrollcd and adminislcred by the majority - not a slate in the old
sense but a scmi-slate that will then wilher and die as
sOl.·icty evolves towards socialisltl.
lllis is encapsulated for Workers' Liberty in a quutc from lenin on

pagl.' J uf thl,,' magi.llillc:
"'111e \\"urkl'rs, aftcr winning politic..1 power. will smash Ihe old

bureaul,,'ratic apparalus. shatter it f() its vcry toundations. and ralC if
to the ground; they will replace it by a new one, mnsisting of the
very same workers and employces. against whose transformation
into bureaucrats the measures will al once be laken which -were
spcdfied in detail by Marx and Engels: I) not only election, but also

at any time: 2) pay not to ex<..'Ced that of a worker;
3) IInmedia1c introduction uf control and supervision by all. so that
all may become 'bureaucrats' for a time. and that.
therefore. nobody may be able lo bel.'Ome a 'bureaucrat'. ,.
nlerc will be at k'3SI one more issue of Workers'

'.iberty in 19M.5 and we hupe (() bring it out 'every two munths
in January 19Sh.

IhL'ir fX1Iiti<.:s - umntcnhonallv
- puralkl till.' labour
right wing hcrl.·. -

Photo: lDAF
are settled with the nationalist
organisations like the ANC.
Anything other than what

Socialist Worker calls "the
primitive accumulation of
cadres" is pointless and a
diversion. The mass workers'
movement must· wait for the
cadres to be "accumulated"
before it can go on from trade
unionism to politics.
This is where Socialist

Worker misses the point. Social,
ist Organiser's call for the for·
mation of a workers' party
points to the vital next step in ..
the development of the workers'
movement in South Africa.
Only along that road ean the

existing Workers' movement,
with all its existing unevenness
and contradictions, develop.
The level of struggle is sueh

that the trade unions are being
drawn into politics whether they
like it or not. The question is -
will they be sucked in behind the
UDF and subordinated to its
cross·dass alliance or are the
black workers to build their own
independent political voice?

Necessary
Well, It revolUlionary party is

necessary. In South Afriea right
nl\W a working class revo-
lurion is possible according to
the classic pattern of the perma-
nent revolution - a revolution .
in which the working class com-
bines with and leads the rural
Ik"lVr in a joint movement against
reaction in the course of which
the working class fights for
wllrk(,'rs' power. For this poten-
tial development to become a
practical possibility. a revo-
lutionary working class party.
like the Bolshevik Party of Lenin
and Trotsky. is necessary. The
tragedy is that it doesn't exist.
What exists in South Africa is

a Stalinist party exerting a heavy
influence on the ANC. The
Stalinist party is opposed to the
programme of immediate
struggle for workers power in
South Aliica, talking instead of a
revolution by stages and seeing
the "present stage" as one in
which the working class subor·
dinates itself to middle class and
ot her allies against apartheid.

Socialist Worker Review has
launched an altack on Socialist
Organiscr in response to our call

an independent wurkers'
party in South Africa. Alex
Callinicus writes:
..Any such quasi·syndkalist

51 rall.'gy faits to confront the fact
that the mass of black trade
unionists are likely to look
tllwards either the ANC or the
blar.:k consdousness movement

political leadership. African
nali ..malism can only be challcn·
g<'d politically".
Apart from the basic absurd·

ity uf describing a caU for the
t,lrmation I.)f a political party

'syndlcal1sl'.
article brings out more or less
explicitly the bedrock of the
SWp's poli.ics,
For Socials! Worker the onlv

way in which it is possible to
challenge the leadership of .he
ma,'iS movement - whether the
labt.lur Party in Britain, or South
Africa's ANC - is to build an
'alternative' through low-
level propaganda and one·by·
(Inc recruitment to a self-

'revolutionary'
pany.

Socialist Worker Review
has attacked Socialist
Organiser for proposing
that the South African
trades unions should
organise an independent
workers' party. Tom
Rigby responds to Alex
Callinicos.

Frederick Engels back in the
18905. \-\o'hen the Christian

IlP of Keir Hardy got
gnlllg til HNJ Engels argucd
that serious rcvolutionarit.'s
should the sectarian
Marxist party, the Social Demo-
cratic Federation and jllin the
IlP. 111is was the real trade
unh"Hl-based workers' movement
moving itself forward. The job uf
Marxists was to hclp them to
"go thrtlUgh the expcriem.·Js·'
with them and thus help the
mass wllrkillg class movement
develop towards independent
revolutionary politit's.

Defeatist
Callink'Os can sec dimly what

the problem is. He talks of a
basic idenlificatilm with the
ANC from .he mass of the
workers being coupled with dis·
trust of the ANC from a large
section of the best militants. But
the solution he puts forward is
not 3n answer for the class and
the muvemcnt as a whole. It is
the answer of a sectarian runn·
ing away from the mass working
class movement.

I . Callinicos is passively accept-
Nothing is more urgent for the nsplring ing utterly defeatist cunclusions

South African working class Learn from the experience of that for the decisive next period
right now than to build a revolu. history, comrade Callinicosl the broad independent workers'
tionary working class Look at the inspiring growth of moveml.·nt will be dominated by
pany committed to fight for a the Workers' Party of Brazil out the ANC.
working class revolution as the of the uniuns. Or leam from the Hc is accepting that 'poli-
alll.·rnative to aparthcid. But books of the Marxisl movement tics' is the sphere of the middle
h'lw can such a party emerge, - f()r example, from the call class nationalists and thc CP
huw can the' small number of raised by the Marxists in the class collaborationist aUk-so
alrcady conscious Marxist revo- USA that the new. vigorous while a non-p<*tical trade
IUlilmaries buill it? By way of industrial unions created in the union movcment is alllhc work-
rccruiting ones and twos in 19305 in great industrial battles ing class can aspire to,
debates with the ANC whose should go on immediately to All that is possible for revo,
political leadership of the form their own working class lutiunary socialists to to build a
struggle is accepted "for now" party. However limited such a tiny cadre organistion, In say-
- or by way of pointing oul the party would be at the beginning il1g this. Socialist Worker are
nt."Ccssary way forward for the by thc political immaturity of the al,,·tually running in parallel 10
existing mass work.ers' organ. w&rkers it would mark a giant the ANC/CP who have
isations. the trade uni,ms, step towards independent work· denounced like Joe

" politically challenging the ing dass politics. The job of the Fosler. general SCcTetary of
Stalinists and nationalists and Marxists was to help push the FOSATU. the largest uniun fed·
building a revolutionary move- forward according to eration, for questioning the idea
ment by way of that work? The liS own necessary class logic and that the CP ;s the pany of the
implicit answer of Callinicos is dynamic. working class.
that we advocate the former E'ngels There is a parallel between
course. Nothing can be done Socialist Workers's politics for

!,'I. with the workers' movement ' Or if Trotsky in the'305 South Africa and its politics for
until the "political questions" doesn't impress you, remember Brilain - right down to the way

1__.-... _... 1IIIi_.. ,-,.1IIIiI...111".-.,-,-.,...-,.---.,iII... _....•,...
t_.__ :..

Socialist Worker Review 
has attacked Socialist 
Organiser for proposing 
that the South African 
trades unions should 
organise an independent 
workers’ party. Tom 
Rigby responds to Alex 
Callinicos. 

Socialist. Worker Review has 
launched an attack on Socialist 
Orguniser in response to our call 
for an independent workers’ 
party in South Africa, Alex 
Callinicus writes: 

“Any such quasi-syndicalist 
strategy fails to confront the fact 
that the mass of black trade 
unionists are likely to look 

» towards either the ANC or the 

  

black consciousness movement 
fur political leadership. African 
nationalism can only be challen- 
ged politically’’, 

Apart from the basic absurd- 
ity of describing a call for the 
formation of a political party 

as ‘syndicalist’, — Callinicos's 
article bririgs out more or less 
explicitly the bedrock of the 
SWP's politics. 

For Socialst Worker the only 
way in which it is possible to 
challenge the leadership of the 
mass movement — whether the 
Labour Party in Britain, or South 
Africa's ANC — is to build an 
‘alternative’ — through 
level propaganda and one-by- 
one recruitment to a self- 
proclaimed “revolutionary” 
party. 

Necessary 

Well, @ revolutionary party is 
necessary. In South Africa right 
now a working class revo- 
lution is possible according to 
the classic patiern of the perma- 
nent revolution — a revolution © 
ih which the working class com- 
bines with and leads the rural 
poor in a joint movement against 
reaction in the course of which 
the working class fights for 
workers’ power. For this poten- 
tial development to become a 
practical possibility, a revo- 
lutionary working class party, 
like the Bolshevik Party of Lenin 
and Trotsky, is ni . The 
tragedy is that it doesn’t exist. 

What exists in South Africa is 
a Stalinist party exerting a heavy 
influence on the ANC. The 
Stalinist party is opposed to the 
Programme of immediate 
struggle for workers power in 
South Africa, talking instead of a 
revolution by stages and seeing 
the ‘‘present stage"’ as one in 
which the working class subor- 
dinates itself to middle class and 
other allies against apartheid, 

Nothing is more urgent for the 
South African working class 
right now than to build a revolu- 
tionary working class 
party committed to fight for a 
working class revolution as the 
alternative to apartheid, But 
how can such a party emerge, 
how can the’ small number of 
already conscious Marxist revo- 
lutionaries built it? By way of 
recruiting ones and twos in 
debates with the ANC whose 
political leadership of the 
struggle is accepted “for now’’ 
— or by way of pointing out the 
necessary way forward for the 
existing mass workers’ organ- 
isations, the trade unions, 
politically challenging the 
Stalinists and nationalists and 
building a revolutionary move- 
ment by way of that work? The 
implicit answer of Callinicos is 
that we advocate the former 
course. Nothing can be done 
with the workers’ movement 
until the "political questions” 

low- . 

Photo: IDAF 

are settled with the nationalist 
organisations like the ANC, 

Anything other than what 
Socialist Worker calls ‘the 
primitive accumulation — of 
cadres’ is pointless and a 
diversion. The mass workers’ 
movement must’ wait for the 
cadres to be “accumulated” 
before it can go on from trade 
unionism to politics. 

This is where Socialist 
Worker misses the point. Social- 
ist Organiser’s call for the for- 
mation of a workers’ party 
points to the vital next step in- 
the development of the workers’ 
movement in South Africa. 

Only along that road can the 
existing workers’ movement, 
with all its existing unevenness 
and contradictions, develop. 

The level of struggte is such 
that the trade unions are being 
drawn into politics whether they 
like it or not. The question is — 
will they be sucked in behind the 
UDF and subordinated to its 
cross-class alliance or are the 
black workers to build their own 
independent political voice? 

Inspiring 
Learn trom the experience of 

history, comrade  Callinicos! 
Look at the inspiring growth of 
the Workers’ Party of Brazil out 
of the unions. Or learn from the 
books of the Marxist movement 
— for example, from the call 
raised by the Marxists in the 
USA that the new, vigorous 
industrial unions created in the 
1930s in great industrial battles 
should go on immediately to 
form their own working class 
party. However limited such a 
party would be at the beginning 
by the political inimaturity of the 
workers it would mark a giant 
step towards independent work- 
ing class politics. The job of the 
Marxists was to help push the 
movement forward according to 
its own necessary class logic and 
dynamic. 

Engels 

«Or if Trotsky in the ‘30s 
doesn’t impress you, remember 

  

Frederick Engels back in the 
18 When the = Christian 
Socialist ILP of Keir Hardy got 
going in 1893 Engels argued 
that serious — revolutionaries 
should ,abanden the sectarian 
Marxist party, the Social Demo- 
cratic Federation and juin the 
ILP. This was the real trade 
union-based workers’ movement 
moving itself forward. The job of 
Marxists was to help them, to 
“go through the experiences" 
with them and thus help the 
mass working class movement 
develop towards independent 
revolutionary politics. 

Defeatist 
Callinicos can sce dimly what 

the problem is. He talks of a 
basic identification with the 
ANC from -the mass of the 
workers being coupled with dis- 
trust of the ANC from a large 
section of the best militants. But 
the solution he puts forward is 
not an answer tor the class and 
the movement as a whole. It is 
the answer of a sectarian runn- 
ing away from the mass working 
class movement. 

Callinicos is passively accept- 
ing utterly defeatist conclusions 
that for the decisive next period 
the broad independent workers’ 
movement will be dominated by 
the ANC. 

He is accepting that ‘poli- 
tics’ is the sphere of the middle 
class nationalists and the CP 
class collaborationist allies, 
while a non-political trade 
union movement is all the work- 
ing class can aspire to. 

All that is possible for revo- 
lutionary socialists to to build a 
tiny cadre organistion. In say- 
ing this, Socialist: Worker are 
actually running in parallel to 
the ANC/CP who have 
denounced people like Joe 
Foster, general secretary of 
FOSATU, the largest union ted- 
eration, for questioning the idea 
that the CP és the party of the 
working class. 

There is a parallel between 
Socialist Workers's politics for 
South Africa and its politics for 
Britain — right down to the way 

Labour Party there. But it is 
Socialist. Worker who seek to 
transplant their own mini-scale 
“build-the-sect™ 

their politics — unintentionally 
— parallel the Labour Party 

right wing here, 
schema into 

South Africa. And itis in South 
Parallels Africa — where nothing is more 

Socialist, Worker says to the urgent than” the immediate 
left in the Labour Party ‘go on, development of working class 
leave Labour, nothing can be 
dene to remake the mass labour 
movement. We must start from 
seratch’’ and in doing this, 
Socialist, Worker unwillingingly 
parallels the arguments of the 
Labour Party right who say ‘get 
out’. 

On this hangs an interesting 
point. Supporters of Socialist 
Worker — indifferent alike to 
the recent lessons of Brazil and 
to the classic positions of the 
Marxist movement -- have 
accused Socialist Organiser of 
trying to visit the sins of the 
British Jabour movement on the 

polities rooted in the mass trade 

union movement — that the 
irrelevance and futility of these 
polities becomes — sclf-evident 
and blatant, 

Irrelevance 
Think about this, comrades in 

Socialist Worker. It is not 
ehough for Marxists simply to 
build up an — organisation, 
recruiting one by one. Such a 
cadre organisation can be a 

wasteful irrelevance, a mere 
sect on the sidelines of history 
unless ir arms itself with, and 
fights constantly for a revolu- 
tionary perspective for the whole 

South Atrican workers by way of ¥ I mass working class movement 
advocating the creation of a — whether in Britain or South 

    

Africa. The prime and irreplace- 
able job of revolutionaries is to 
gear up the mass movement for 
battle and in the course of the 
battles imposed on the mass 
movement win people to revolu- 
tionary politics not just in ones 
and twos but in hundreds and 
thousands. 

Leadership 

In South Africa the situation 
cries out for a workers® party to 
take the leadership of the 
struggle of the — oppressed 
blacks. It cries out for a line of 
march for the black working 
class as a whole. 

A revolutionary organisation 
that cannot map out a line of 
march for the class as a whole — 
that can show no way of challen- 
ging the existing nationalist and 
Stalinist leadership — such an 
organisation is not revolutionary 
atall. 

  

  

The third issue of Socialist Organiser magazine —~ which is devoted 
to South Atrica — has been given a name of its own: 
“*Workers’ Liberty"’. Why Workers’ Liberty? The name sums up our 
politics and spells out what distinguishes Socialist Organiser 
politically. 

Liberty? Liberty from economic exploitation by capitalism, but 
also from state tyranny. The word has an archaic ring to it 
today. One reason for this is that the idea itself has either been 
downgraded or entirely excised by large sections of the socialist 
movement as an aspiration of socialists. Fhe Marxism of Marx and 
Engels,.Lenin and Trotsky stands for a working class revolu- 
tion which will destroy the state and immediately abolish it in any- 
thing like the bureaucratic form it assumes in class society, and 
immediately replace it by a state of a new type, actively 
controlled and administered by the majority — not a state in the old 

sense but a semi-state that will then wither and die as 
society evolves towards socialisin. 

This is encapsulated for Workers’ Liberty in a quote from Lenin on 
page Jof the magazine: 

“The workers, after winning political power, will smash the old 
bureaucratic apparatus, shatter it to its very foundations, and raze it 
to the ground; they will replace it by a new one, consisting of the 
very same workers and employees, against whose transformation 
into bureaucrats the measures will at once be taken which were 
specified in detail by Marx and Engels: 1) not only election, but also 
recall at any time; 2) pay not to exceed that of a worker; 
3) immediate introduction of control and supervision by all, so that 
all may become ‘bureaucrats’ for a time, and that, 
therefore, nobody may be able to become a ‘bureaucrat’. 

There will be at least one more issue of Workers" 
Liberty in 1985 and we hope to bring it ouf every two months 
beginning in January 1986, 

   

Workers’ 

Liberty 
WORKERS) ane 
LIBERT 

Breaking 
the chains     

        the street? 
3 and th Africa 

1 \ Black worker 
| tor Nneration ia Sow 

Workers’ Liberty on South 
Africa. 75p plus p&p from: 
214 Sickert Court, London 
N1 2SY. 
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