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APARTHEID FACESITS
WORSTCRISIS EVER

What is the significance of the
talks the Alrcan National Con
gress has had with representa.
tives of South Africa’s capitaiis)
class?

The most far sighted sections
of the South African buurgevisic
have long been critical of the
apartheid system  because it
creates siial tensions that evuld
at same puint explade. threalen-
ingthe very cxistence of capual.
ism. That is not fo say thaf apar-
theid is not inthe intecests of the
bourgevisic =~ ir provides them
with cheap labour and boosts
their profus, But i is to sav thay
the less ideologically biinkered
capitalists can recoghise Ihe
contradictions that the ‘system
creates.

The crisis in South Africa now
gives a rew urgeacy o the
attermpt to find a ‘reformist’
solution — that is onc thal can
minimuse potentially revolution-
ary vialence and therefore mini.
mise the losses (o the capitalist
class itself. President Batha rec-
ognises this toa in his own way:
he has been attempring to lind

some middle road that allows .

Ihe introduction uf reforms with-
aut seriously alienating the
catremists  among  the  white
suprernacists.

Problems

For Botha there are two big
prublems: he is himself an
extremist bigot who can barely
bring himsell o announce tven
the very munimal feforms that
#ave been announced; and there
ia in any case no midnile road for
the apartheid systcm — it is At
pussible to reform it sufficiently
ta syphun off the black revolt
and keep it, in essentaals. intuct,

For the big bourgcuisie. who
fr Ihe mosI pant are wutsiac of
the Nationalist — that is the
Afrikaner — establishment. it 15
possible to expenment  with
more radical tactics t acnicve
the sanwe basic end, Ta thae
cflecy Gavin Relfly of Anglo-
American, the largest and most
puwerfui of the mining huuses,
has proposcd reform measurey
thas would ge nisch further than
Butha is prepared to. though
stifl fail shorl of ending the
racist system. And further to
that effect, a2 number of South

By Clive Bradlisy

African buurgeois have acuvely
pursued ‘talksa’ with repres-
entatives of the ANC.

Frum their point of view it is
vital to cultivalc good rela-
tions with the ANC. Sconer o
laiet, they calcuiate, the apaz-
theid regime will end and there
will be black majority rule in
Sowth Alrtca. Accurding to 2
retent survey by the Sunday
Times the majurity of South
African whites agree with this
assessment. Many who are half-
hearted while supremacists, like
many Amencan capitalisis whao
haye a stake in the apanheid
system in the shape of invest-
ments. consider it wise counsel
to prepare for the fulure by mak-
ing friends with political forces
likely to be imparianr in any
black majority settlement, The
ANC is an obvious candidate (or
courtship from that point of

view. In pacticular, therefore, it -

is considered to be crucial to
demand the  unconditional
release of Nelson Mangela:
make friends and intluence
peuple. There are of course
some pretty major stumbling
blucks for these South: Afnican
bourgeois in their efforts 1o be
nice 1o 1the ANC. First. the ANC
is commuted. and has been com-
minted since the early sixties, to
‘arnicd struggle” as u stratcgy to
bsing down apartheid. -Excou-
tives of  Anglo-Americun are
unlikcly to welcome sueh a
commitment. And in any case it
could be politically embarrass-
ing 0 be too closely idenrified
with turces vpenly calling for
violence — indeed the ANC is
cumrently calling for the streer
vivlence to be rtaken inio the
whitc arcas.

Circumstances

Dr Zac de Beer. a former
opposition MP, an Exccutive in
Anglo and 2 participant in last
week's talks. commented: *We
obviously cunnol support” the
ANC's ‘armed strupgie’ policy;
bul that puiicy is the peoduct of
nany crcumstances, Perhaps
the time wil come when those
circumstances »atl change'.

Even more problematic is
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Despite the thootings the siruggle coniinues

the ANC’s apparent onmmits
ment to the nalionulisativn of
the mining indusiry. In aninrer-
view with Newsweek magasine,
ANC lcader Oliver Tarbo said:
‘Sowuth Africa is basically very
wealthy, bur that weahh s
owned by very few peuple —-
three major companics, Barlow
Kand, Anglo-Awrerivan  and
Sanlam...The blacks huve vimu-
aliy nothing... The distribution of
wealth is qutic incquitable, und
these monopuleg will go',

But Tambu added: *Bul belaw
that level, there will be plenty of
rowsin for private vnicrpase’.

Tatks

Allter the talks de Boer nuted
that buth sides believe in a
mixed eanomy, He comnwated
that their side had tried (0 per-
suae the ANC that nationalisa-
Han is "l 2 resedy’, Nevers
theless, some closer  political
agreenxeat than that is geing to
be avcessary if these tuiks are to
cwnye to much as far as the buus-
geuisie are concernal.

Meanwhile  furthes
towards  organising

steps
South

Alrican liberaiism have been
taken with the setling up of 2
ncw ‘convention alliance ™.

Tabie

Founded by the leader of the
main white opposition party, the
Progressive Federal Panty, and
Zutu Chiel' Garsha Buthele:i.
1he new alliance, which broughr
wegether over 150 pulitictans,
business people, lawyees and
civil righls campaigners aims to
being everybody — frum the
ANC through (o the ulira-racist
Conscevalive Parry — round the
neguliating table.

1 is not just a naive and futile

athering of policteal children.
{'Iu. while opposition grwps are
representative of the big buur-
pwisic — of peuple like de
Buers. And Butheledi is bacely
tleseribable even ds a fibvral.
His Inkatha nwveawnt. judged
by iy mle i anwking nrwe
radical uppunenis of the ravist

regime. is in fact chiser (o beln-g :

a  prdo-fascist -

hope; they indicate the extent 10
whlch the ruling class is begin-
ing to splil in South Africa —
and from that point of vicw it is
worth recalling thal a crucial
feaqure of ali cewolutivnary situ-
atiwns is the splitting of the
ruling class.

The ather feature is that the
oppressed can no konger gu oa
being ruled in the same way.
And mass resistance conlinues,
purticularly anwng the youth
in the rownships. The ANC's cal}
for the country to bc made
unguveriable has mwt wilh a
huge respunse, The sontenl of
Ihe calt is yuesthonable; Tambu,
whife calling fior an insurrcction.
is also prediciing that apanhcid
may survive another decade; bua
thete can be oo duubl 1hat 1he
blayk yuuth are answering (hwe
ANC'scall.

Knowledge

1t is the certain knowledge
that 1hey canno beal down thv

ndefi

compteie with armed thogs- .
But  ithese  developments
shauld give us cause for sume

that is fnrcmg South Aldva™s
ruling class nte s gecaiesd
ever erisis.
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Inside Apartheid

THE FIRST thing that struck
me about my month’s stay in
South Africa was the warmth
of the welcome from all sec-
tions of the left,

I met trade unionists from
an array of different organisa-
tions, political activists in the
UDF, AZAPQO and the new
Unity Movement. -

At no time did anyone
rzise any objection to my
coming over, On the cont-
rary: there was in my limited
experience strong support for
the development oflinks be-
tween the left in South Africa
and in Britain.

It is not often that indivi-
duals from the British left go
over to South Africa to feel
for themselves the texture of
the struggle there, My person-
4l view that solidarity is en-
riched by immediate contuct
— even though 2z visitor’s ex-
pesience is very restricted —
was, | think, shared by those
| met,

I should also add that 1
personally encountered no
signiflcant instances of racism
against white people, though
of course there was no short-
age of racism against blucks.

As for the violence: apart-
heid is quite success{ul in iso-
lating bluck areas from white
and insulatling the white areas
from the worst nanifest-
ations of violence,

Police assaults on white
university  studenis  have

Eye-witness report by Bob Fine

dented this wal! of insulation.

So too do the rumbling of
military vehicles on the high-
ways, and the daily newspap-
er reports of killings by the
police and army.

While 1 was in Capetown
32 black people were shot
dead, -

The first time, so one
well-informed Afrikaner intet-
lectuzl told me, that the
National Party government

- became conscious of a crisis

as opposed to a policing
difficulty, was after Botha's
Durban speech when the rand
collapsed und so did South
Africa’s c¢upacity to repay
foreign debts.

When you go into the
black townships, you niay see
a different story. ! went to a
Soweto police station, the
garrison filled with military,
with u lawyer friend, to see if
we could help secure the re-
lease of over 600 schoof stud-
ents grrested that day.

inside, the soldiers were
tense, silent and hostile — in
their own vision, nien at war,
We were grudgingly told that
the students had been detain-
ed unider emergency provi-
sions -+ for  not  attending
school. We asked witere they
had been arrestesl. *In schoal’.

True Alice in Wondetlund.

The students were being
marched under heavy guard
into prison vans for transport«
ation to prison. No visits, no
fegal aid, no ciothing, no
inedicine, no doctars, “no
nothing. Emergency laws at
work.

Qutside”  parents and
friends  congregated. We

cvoliected names and sddress.
es of detazined children. With-
out this information no iegal
case could be entertained,

It's a Catch-22 situation,
danger out of school and
danger in school.

The atmosphere was angry
but conirolied. They were
worried about their chiidren.

On  the way back the
fawyer pondersd his options.
There wus not much he could
do. An application 10 court
for abuse of discretionary
powers? We both thought
however that the students




Continued
would probably be relessed in
a fogeadays. There " ho

room in the prison, So it
proved,

Everywhere in  South
Africa there is doubie talk.
‘Apartheid is over' said the
headlines in the Capetown
newspapers, as Botha toured
the homelands, praying for
rain, and announcing this or
that reform, in fact any re-
form but giving blacks the
vote as equals,

In Durban the proto-fasc-
ist ‘chief’ of the Zulus was
clevated as the great hope of
the Englishspeaking liberal
establishment. Buthelezi de-
nounced violence, even as his
impis imposed their own
version,

The meeting in Zambia
between the English and Afri-
kaner bosses of South African
capital and the ANC was
heralded in most of the Eng-
lish papers. The ANC leaders
are quite intelligent, we read,
up to date with the news
inside the country, memuwe
can talk the same language
with;

The comment by Gavin
Reily, the boss of the Anglo
American Corporation, that
he would rather do business
with Oliver Tambo, head of
the ANC, than with Edward
Kennedy, was given promi-
nence, Tambo’s comments
were of course censored,

I went to Mafeking, capital
of the ‘independent' home-
land of Bophuthatswana.
There the ultra-modern stad-
ium, government house, and
university lie in a middle-class
oasis surrounded by reloca-
tion camps.

“We're South Africans™,
one of the university students
said, *“When abroad, when
you do not recognise Man-
gope, the Bop chief, remem-
ber those who live under
himu' . .

Important work and edu-
cation are being conducted
in the university but it's very
uneven, There are a number
of progressives, Mafeking is a
bit of a haven for draft evad-
ers.

Mangope, unlike the Ciskei
chief Lennox Sebe, plays his
cards shrewdly and has some
money to throw around.
When Botha visitad Mafcking
students demonstrated. Man-
gope met them in person and
said 1"l respect your right to
demonstrate if you respecl
my right to invite my guest”,

The demonstration was

taken by security forces tos

" ANC president Oliver

the rear of the conference
hall. ‘Fre¢ Mandela®;, ‘Free-
dom .Chsyter', ‘Long live
MangopS¥giggled together.

The commuter workers,
however, who live in Bophu-
thatswana and work over the
border in South Africa, have
no such loyalty 1o their
*chief”,

Al my meetings with trade
unionists ! was struck by the
very high level of organisation
and discipline. Workers are

-hungry for educational pro-

grammes provided by the un-
ion. They were fervent in
their commitment to trade
unjon democracy, Can it be
true, | was asked many times,
that Arthur Scargill is presid-
ent for life? Say the workers
don't want him in the future.
Should not the president be
a worker rather than a fulf
time official? Is he paid a
worker's wages?

I visited the South African
NUM offices shortly after
their strike, Inside there were
150 dismissed and evicted
miners living there,

The union had negotiated
a deal with 80% of the Cham-
ber of Mines, including the
giant Anglo American group,
The deal was for 23% wage
increase and an end to job
reservation, .

However, two mining com-
panies refused to negotiate:
Gencor and Anglo-Vaal, The
NUM called a strike against

these two hard-line compan- .

ies for their full 23% increase,
The falling rand had pushed
profits in the gold-mining
industry sky-high.

The 150 men in the Johan-
nesburg NUM office had
been evicted from their com-
pound and dismissed from

. work for joining the strike.
The NUM was attempting to

keep them together to fight
forreinstatement,

1 talked at length with one
young miner {from Mafeken in
Bophuthatswana, mainly
through an interpreter.

Tambo

He told me that union

men came to the mine with
the union flag and leafets
announcing the strike. The
men  were arrested but the
‘word got through. He was
due to be on the night shift
when the strike broke out.

With the others, he stayed
in bed in the compound in-
stead of going to work.

The mine polike took the
strikers to the manager’s
office. They were seen one
by one. The manager lold
them that the union had
called off the strike and they
would be dismissed if they
continued. Most held out.

My informant said he slip-
ped out of the compound tc
walk cight miles or so to the
union office to tell them
what was happening. The
NUM officials, however, were
surrounded by Defence Force
soldiers and could not leave,

He slipped back into the
compound in time to be
rounded up by the mine
police, many of whom were
South African Defence Force
soldiers in mine police uni-
forms, he thought, together
with the day shift in the early
dawn.

After threats and heavy
beatings  with  sjamboks,
about three gquarters of the
miners went back to work.
The remajning strikers were
herded into the quarantine
camp which had been used
for cholera <cases among
miners from Malawi.

My informant is nothing if
not resourceful and again
slipped out before the other
strikers were herded into the
camp. He made his way to
the NUM office,

Some of the strikers were
kept in the enclosure from
morning to midnight without
food or drink. At midnight
trucks arrived to transport
the strikers to a small town
on the edge of Bophutha-
t{swana.
~ They were given small
sums up to 75 rand, a frac-
tion of what they were owed.
Their possessions were left

behind n the compound.
They were ordered to muke
their own way home. Most
are now dispened beyond the
union’s reach, :

My informant was very
worrted about the fulure but
101 per cent committed to
the unmion. He said that he
had one rand in his pockel.
His wifc and child are in
Mufeken, and he fears [hat
he and his famity will lose
their home.

The union called off the
strike after a day in order
to pursue a number of legal

actions which are still in
train. Through the Suprenice
Court and the Industrial

Court they have been taking
action over evictions from the
compounds, over dismissals in
a legal strike, and over thefi
of miners' possessions.

They are also suing man-
agement for contempt of
court -for failing to obey
interim orders, and have per-
haps a wild long-shot hope of
putting management in jail.

The NUM has shot up to
the status of a giant union in
just a few years, It now has
ground 100,000 members and
is ably led by Cyril Rama-
phosa, g lawyer,

Most people ] talked to
thought that he had led nego-
tiations with the Chamber of
Mines very well until the last
moment,

The union had won 23%
increase in B0% of the mines
and also the scrapping of job
reservation. They had played
on splits within Chamber of
the Mines, However, the splits
were then turned in the
Chamber's favour,

The union could not call
a general strike throughout
the mines. It had threatened
to do so if miners were vic-
timised,

The two mining compan-
ies which refused to agree
were those in which the NUM
was least well organised. Per-
haps it would have been
better to hold off the strike
until they were better organ-
1sed, showing to the workers
the example of what organisa-
tion could schieve clsewhere.

But it was a difficult deci-
sion, and the outcome is still
in question.

The union is faced with
the task of consolidating org-
anisation among a4 rapidly
growing militant membership.
Most trade unionists | talked
to had a very high regard for
Ramzphosa and the NUM.
‘A potentially grest working
class  leader’, was  one

. FOSATY official’s comment .



Back in the city [ was talk-
ing to & woman who is an org-
aniser in the domestic work-
ens’ union, She told me of the
street committees of domes-
tic workers who would elect
their own street stewards,
When & domestic worker had
a problem with her employer
she would report to the street
committee who would send
the steward and other repres-
entatives to assess the situa-
tion for themselves and put
pressure on the employer to
change.

. Since domestic workers
have no legal rights, this is no
eaty business.

There is also & problem,
she said, of where to meet,
On one street they met in the
garzge of a friendly liberal
employer but were reluctant
to take decisions there for
fear of being overheard.

Sometimes, she said, it was
a case.of low wages. One
woman who received 20 rand
A month got her wages upped
to 120 rand 2 month -~ nota
bad percentage increase.

Sometimes it was a ques-
tion of time off. The union
fought for a rorm of one
afternoon a week and two
free days & month, a massive
leap for most.

This is particularly import-
ant gzince domestic workers
live alone at the back of their
employers® houses, leaving
their families behind in the
townships or homelands.

{n some cases it is a ques-
tion of living conditions. One
woman was put in an unheat-
ed caravan in the yard. The
only toilet was in the house,
and she was permitted to use
it only when the ‘master’ was
out. Otherwise she had to go
into the bushes,

There are all “kinds of
other issues too. Since the
recent troubles started, for
instance, there has been =
spate of incidents in which
the domestic workers have
been besten up with sjam-
boks by their masters, in one
case for being a few minutes
late.

The union fights for con-
tracts to be set up between
employers and employees so
that workers’ rights can have
some legal standing,

Qvernll my informant was
Quite confident on the trade
union front. Gains were being
made, women being organis-
¢d, a democratic union struc-
ture established in a2 notor-
iously difficult area,

This was one side of her
life, But there is another

. Qrganising
.domestic slaves

?l;ich is proving less success-
..

My informant is not &
member of AZAPO, but she
has associations with it. There
are often AZAPO people

- staying in her hause, In Port

Elizabeth, where she lives,
there is no love lost between
AZAPO, a black conscious-
ness grouping, and the UDF.

One night a large group of
UDF people came to her
house carrying sticks. Most of
them were teenagers. They
started to ransack the house,
saying that they were looking
for AZAPO leaders suspected
to be hiding there,

She described the teenag-
ers as her ‘black children’,
She told her ‘children® that
they were behaving exactly
like the security policemen
who had ransacked her house
three times. She said that her
words made an impression on
them, but they did not leave
before finishing their unsuc-
cessful search, :

- Next day she went to the
UDF office to cool things
down, She met with the local
executive to complain about
her treatment. They apologis-
ed but also declared that they
could not tolerate people
harbouring AZAPO leaders.

A few days later, she said,
2 hand grenage {Russian
made) was thrown through
her bedroom window,. She
was not there at the time.
Another grenade was thrown
at the window of her car. It
bounced off and exploded in
the street. No-one was hurt
cither time. - .

. She was adamant in. her
hostility to the UDF.

Why have | mentioned
this? It is not meant to bea
point for AZAPO at the
UDF's expense. There is
ample evidence of violence on
both sides. In some areas it
has become a feud.

It is far worse in the east-
ern Cape (the area which
includes Port Elizabeth) than
anywhere ¢else, .

Nor should we attribute
to either the UDF or AZAPO
more substance than they
really have, Their structures
are very loose and a lot of
activity goes on in their
names over which they have
no control,

But the point is to raise
the question of the relation-
ship between trade union org-
anisation in the economic
sphere and community organ-
isation in the political sphere,
There is a sharp contrast in
style.




“The stevmgbe s my lfe™, wrore Nel-
son Mamela in a Ietter from the undee-
wround an June 26 1961, 1 will con.
tinue fighting uniit the end of my
days"™. On Augost 5 1962 he was cap-
(ured afier a tip off hy an informer to
the police. He was charged with incir-
ing  Alrican workors 1o stnke in
196] and with illegally lcaving the
country. He was scntenced to five
years’ hard labour,

In Oktober 190 Mandela was
brought to caurt from prison 10 join
other underground teaders arrested ac
a fagm in Rivonia, Eight men. includ-
ing Mandcfa. were scntenced to life
imprisonment for sabolage and con-
spiracy to overthrow the govermment
by viclent means, They were taken to
Robben Island to serve their sentence.
Twenty-two years later Mandela is stifl
n gal.

From his prison ccll Mandela has
become an embodiment of black resis-
1ance against apantheid, The call to
frce Mandela is one which resonates
from all scctions of the [ibera-
tion movement.

Symbol

He is a living s¥ymbal not just of the
repressiveness of the regime but of
ihe capacity of the oppressed to Might
back.*

Many of the Western governments
have juined in the ¢al] for the release of
Mandcla for their own reasons; they
hupe it will dampen the anger of
blacks and provide a buna fide black
tcucer with whom the South African
Revernment €an negotiate a deal. Per-
haps in their minds eye lics the image
of Kenvatta, drawn from prison lo
aversee a “sale” transfer of powet in
Kenva,

Buotha's pasition is that he wil} con-
sider the release of Mandela — but
only once he renoupces the use of
vivience. Mandeta himsell. through
his wife Wianie, has offered to meet
Buarha in prisen 1o discuss the terens of
his rclcasc, The offer has not been
picked up. And so the matter rosts.

Mandela is 3 leader of the African
National Congress (ANC) and is repor-
ied by his daughter as replying to
Batha's offer thus: *'| am a member of
the ANC...Iamin prison as the repres-
entative of the people and of our otgan-
isation, the ANC. which was banned.

“What frecdom am 1 being oflered
whilst the orgarisarion of the people
remiains hanned?,. Only free men can
negotiate. Prisoncrs cannal cnter jntg
ameracts. .

*“Mandcla was not convicted alone’™',
writcs the ANC in its journal. Secheba,
“but with orthers...if Botha talks of
release of Nelson Mandela, he must
release Nclwa‘gandcia and al! palitie.
al prisoncrs conditionally.” (The
ANC's cuncern is cenainly jusrifeed. |
am na so sure, howcver, about their
response . The wncandivinnal release of
Mundetu sbmddd e be connterposed 1o
the wncondittonal redvase of wif ather
priiticel prisuneres. The one would be
a great boost o the other),

Whoe is Mandela? What was his
palitical eole in 1he liberation sirugglc?
Who was the man behind the image?

He was the son of a chiel in rural
Transkei. He reccived a povileged
cducatinn ttompared to most blacks ) at
a methodist schoul and Font Hare Coli-

" ere. where his political lifc began.

He is said to have rchelled against
his family's attcmpt o arrange 2
marringe and returned (v Jonannes-
tburg, where he siudied law at Wi

“waresrand an%l hen practiscd faw with
Me current Icaller of the ANC, Ofiver
[ Tamba,

He was a middlv ctass African who
rehelled against The condition of “the
Alrican natun’,

Mandela mined the ANCin 1944 a3

member of the radiczi Youth League,
The ANC was a highly conservalive
organisation at this time, dominated by
chicfs. tegalistic in the extreme, thor-
oughly ahenated from the working
class.

During the war, (of instance, they
opposed all industrial acvion by black
wurkers on the gencral grounds that
they were  illcgal  and  would
hamper the war effort. This was also
the general position taken by the South
African  Communist Pany. Duoctor
Xuma. the hcad of the ANC, toak
little interest even in the Minework-
ers’ steike of 1946,

The Youth League, of which Man-
dela wis soon @ leading member, was
in favour of mass mobilisation and
campaigns. bul its political direction
was African Nationalist rather than
socialist. lts 1944 manifesto. which
Mandela helped to write. declared that
it was “imperative for the African to
view his problcms and those of bhis
country through the perspective of
Race™.

1t spoke of “'the national cause™ of
Africans, the need ‘to impart to the
ANC *'a truly national character™, i
befief in “the divine destiny ol
nations™. a rejection of “loreign
jeadership and ideologies™ and the
unity of all Africans, It sought co-
operalion with Indian and Coloured
narional organisations, It saw South
Africa a5 a eountry of four national-
ities and claimed the right of ‘African
sell-determination’,

It drew back. however, from the
racisn which it asseciated with Marcus
Garvey's slogans of ‘Africa for the
Alricans’ and ‘Hurl the while man into
the sea’. It described hsell as offer-

isi Pariy.
The Prugramme of Action claimed
the “right of scll-determination’ for

African people and the use of
“boyentt, sirike, civil disobedience,
non-cooperation”™ to realise it. No
independent working class voice was to
be heard in this programme.

The CP increasingly subordinated
fiself {0 nativnalism, paricufarly afier
it dishandcd uselfl foliowing the 1950
Suppression of Communism Ad. The
trade wiion movemenl was at a low
ebb, .

“'Mi casy walk 10 freedom™. This -
wan the fitle of Mandela’s presidential
address 1o the Transvaal ANC in 1933,
The phrasc was  burrowed  from
Nebru.

Uncompromising

Mandela had been “volunteer-in-
chief* of 1he Defiance Campaign, 2
campaign in which BSG0 people had
openty delicd the government's race
laws and suffcred the penalty.

Mandcta wrute of it: *Defiance was
a step of great politicat significance. It
released sirong social forces...it was
an effective way of getting the masses
to function politically...a  powerful
method of voicing our indigration...
ane of the best ways of cxering
pressurc on the govermment, .. Lt inspir-
ed and aroused ovur people from 2
¢rnquered and servile community of
yesmen to a milhant and  uncom-
prumising band of wmradex-in-arms ™,

The campaign relicd on self-sacrifice
and was already winding dowr when
the government infroduced whipping
and fve years' imprisonment for acts
of defiance. At this paint the stream of

| § dried up.

ing a "moderate’ lism which

was '‘noi against the European as a .

human being — but imevocably
opposed to whitc domination.”

Class

There was little or no ¢lass perspec-
tive in the Youth League's Afficanism.
Mandcla himse!l vored for the cxpul-
ston of Communists, cven though the
position of the CP in its support for (he
South African war ¢ffunt and its opposi-
(ton to industriat ar community activ-
ism during the war haedly displayed a
decp class layalty.

The defeat of the African miners’
arrike in 1946 was a wmible blow for
the movement as a whele but espec-
ially sa for 1he black working ¢lass.

On (he side of the rulers, it paved the
wav for the defeat of Smuls” scgroga-
lonist United Pany and the risc 10
mower of the hardline apantheid Nat-
ionalists in |48,

On the side of the ruled. it paved the
way fur more militant forms of nation-
abism. expressed in the Youth Leaguc's
takeover of the ANC. the 1544 Pro.
grainme of Action. and a closer alliance
between Alrican, Asian and Coloured
nittivnalist groups and 1he Commun-

The campaign had grear impact in
arusing a moral conscience against
aparthcid, but it did not succecd in
securing the repeal of any of the six or
seven “unjust Jaws' it was aimed at,
More important, it offered litdle to the
arban working class hevond the rele of
adminng vnkwkers.,

Far black workers violation of the
law was an cvervday necessily and
their cyncern was te avoid the chuiches
of the police. Many must have been
bemused as the volumeers offered
themscelves up tothe police.

The nonviolence of the Deftance

iun was atse a prublem for work.
crs. When in opposition o the frecom-
mendations ol the ANC viulept riors
beake oul in the Eastern Cape and a
nutnber of Africans were shol dead,
the response of the ANC was to deny
any responsibility. .

As a teading Trotskyist of the time,
Baruch Hirson, commented: “The
philpsophy of passive resistance is one

it flows from a middlc class leader-

ship which places no rcliance on the
masses.. It is a glorification of leaders
and ehevaics them as palitical martyrs
1t stemy from the religives philos:
aphy thit there tan he a moral re-

awakening of the rulers and it calls in
efleet for negottalions and concesstons
that cxclude the broad mass of the
peuple.”

Mandcla was not unaware of the
prablems. He wrote: A political
movement must keep in touch with
reality...Long speeches. the shaking of
(1575. the banging of 1ables and strung-
ly wurded resolutions...do madt bring
about mass actions and c<an do a
great deal of harm."" -

He also advocated the need to “'fight
unrescrvedly for the recognition of
African trade unions’” and called upon
the ANC to “‘make the greatest pos-
sible contact with working peopie™.
Warkers, however, were not seen as a0
independent force but as one element
of the peaple’s struggle.

**Freedom in our lifetime' was the
slogan Mandela-antached to the Free-
dom Charter approved by the 1955
Congress of the People, This provided
the formal basis of 1he popular afliance
belween African, Asian. Coloured and
Whitc partics (o the Congress Alliance,

In his review of the charter, Man-
dela emphasised #is multi-racialism:
**For the first time in the history of our
country the democralic forces irrespec-
tive of race, ideolagical conviction,
party affiltation or refigious belicf have
renounced and discasded racialism™. It
was a great step forward in this
respert, but Mandela underplayed the
degree of racialism still present in an
allianee based on racial groups and
oriented o a future suciely based on
“*equal status...for all national groups
and races™,

The formal characrer of the Alliance
as a coalition between races also
obseured its dass compusition. that it
was 2an alliance across classes.
Mandefa, howcever. stressed approv.
ingly its non-sociafist nature: “'Jtis by
no means a blueprnt for » socialist
stale but a programme for the unifica.
tion of vanious classes and groupings
among the people on a demactatic
basis.. lts “declaration '“The Peeple
Shall Govern' visualises the transfer
of power not to any single social class
but 1o all the people of this country”’.

Ta alt the classes. he argued, the
struggle  for  democratic  rights
offered definite advantages. YWhat was
important was unity. “(he united
fromi™*.

Alliante and unity werr certainly
necessary, bui on whose terms? What
was really at issuc in the coming years
was lhe class leadership of the move.
ment; was it te be by workers or by the
radical petty bourgeoisic? Although
Mandela saw that *"the workers are the
principal force upon which the demo-
craric movement must reiy”. the
stralegies, tacrics and goals of (he
movement were in no way determined
by the working dass.

Election

A clear illusiration came in the Elec-
tion Strike of 1958, Mandcla argued —
1o1ally corvectly in my view — that boy-
cott is ap “effective and powerful
weapon®* but not a ponciple.

He wrute: '"Some people regard the
boyantt as a malier of principle which
must be applicd invariably at all limes
..This is B scrvus mistake, for the
boyoxt is in no way a matter of prin-
cipic but a (actical weapon'. Some
people. Mandcla continued, "regard
participation in 1he system of scpacate
racial representation in any shape or
form'* as impermissible.

This “‘infiexible principle’” was also
an crror. it was vital 0 distinguish
between ‘'participarion in elections by
the people who accept racial disctimin-
ation.. and participation..in ordec to
exploit them in 1he interests of (he
liheratoty stroggle’’.

In prirciple. Mandcla was absoluiely

right. Unforiunalcly, the occasion was

no.

Instead of pursuing demands for =
pound a dav and the end to the pass
Jaws coming from within (he ranks of
the unions ar d instead of pursuing the
militant anli-pass campaigns of the
women’s federation, Mandcla called
for perticipation in the white elections
in favour of the United Party and
sgainst the Nationatists on the grounds
1hat defeat of the Nationalists was the
top priority.

The campaign backfired badly and
the strike in support of the Uniled
Party was u [flop. In the evemt, the
Nationalists galloped home while the
UP drifted ever more to the right.

The failure of the Bloction Strite
fucled a new burst of Africanism and
boycottism in the form of the Pan Affi-
can Congress, which split off from the

ANC,
Trial

In 1960 Mandela offered his testis
mony at the Treason Trial. The govern-
ment had arvested 156 political leaders
following the adoptan of the Free-
dom Charter, charging them with
participation in 2 treasonable cm-
spiracy. inspired by mternarional com-
munism, lo overthrow the state by
viglent means.

The trial dragged on for over four
years. the last of the defendants being
acquitted in 1961 & served its pur-
pose, however. in exhausting the
financial and menial energies of the
movement at 3 cruciatime.

The court gave comsiderable space
for political stalements. Mandela re-
asserted his commirment (o universal
adult franchise. his distance from
Communism and his non-racialism:
“*we arc not anhi-whize, we arc agunst
white supremacy.”

AFrer his release, Mandga was
heavily involved in the mass actions
which followed the Sharpeville shoot-
ing. This was a tumulivous time in
South African history, when tens of
{housands of workers went on strike
and (ook to the streets.

The Congress Alltance was nol pre-
pared for this leved of working dass
militancy. It ¢ither led it 10 its own r=-
sources of made inappropriate calls for
Days of Mouming and Siay-at-
Homes which drew workers back from
iniiiatives atrcady taken. In 1961, for
cxample, Mandela was still approach-
ing the Uniled Party, offering support
10 their opposition tothe declaration of
a Republic,

When the ANC &pally cdied »
general strike, it was far 100 late, the
workers exhausted by their herowe
efforts. It was also probably on the
wrong issue, YWhat was the Declaration
of a Republic. the abolivon of any
position for Britain’s Queen. to most
blacks?

Mandela ceicbrat=g the response
still forthcoming in the sirike of May
1961 : denounced the massive mobilisa-
tion of the state Lo qocH if: attacked the
opponunism of the PAC and ponder-
ed the question of the movement's
nonwvivlence: ''is # politically correct
10 ¢ontinue preaching peace and non-
vielence when dealimg with 1-govemn-
nient whose barbane practices have
brought suffering and misery Yo
Africans”?””

The truth is thal mon-violence was
never an option for tve mass of blxck
workers. R

Mandcla went  underground’ fo
organise the May Stay-ai-home. From
there he issued the ANC calls for *'s
countrywide campaign of non-coopers-
tion with the government ™,

The plan, he said, was lo '‘make
government  impossible™. Bt the
wotkers had  already  suffercd 4
defeat. The strikes were over, Pass
hurning had 1umed into queves for




new passes. The government itsell bad
severed the possibility of covpera-
hon.

" The ANC tumed (0 armed struggle
in the form of a sabotage organisation,
Umkbhonio We Sizwe (Spear of the
Nation). Although it broke through the
bounds of pacifism and lcgality, its
guerritlaist orientarion cut against the
mass organisation of workers. Instead,
reltance was to be placed on smail
groups of armed men infutcating into
the country.

Mandelz. known as the Black
Pimpermei, was picked up and tricd for
incitement to strike illegally. At the
trial in which he defended himscll, he
challenged the validily of the court.

He was "3 black man in a white
court"” and could not expect a fair and
proper trizl. He was not “‘morally
bound to obey laws made by a Parlia-
ment in whith | have no representa-
tion*",

His case was demoxratic: *'equality
before the law means the right 10
participare in the making of the laws by
which one is governed, a constitution
which guarantees democratic rights to
all scctions of the population.”” He
appealed 10 the Universal Declaration
of human rights. The will of the
peaple, he said, is the basis of the
authonity of govexrnment. .

Mandcla gave his ARican national-
ism 2 radical democraic  conteat:
“*alt people. irrespective of the national
groups to which they belong.. whose
home is South Africa and who believe
in the pringiples of democracy and
equality...should be trecated  as
Alfricans’”. The problem in South
Alrica was “the confiict between
conscience and jaw. "

The government set the scene for
violence and this could do “'only one
thing and that is breed counter-
violence.” These were the terrible
choices he and his people faced.

Mandela was convicted only to re-
appear on sabotage charges at the
Rivonia trial. Here he dectared that
"viclence by the African peopie had
become inevitable™ and that "without

_ violence there would be no way open o
the African people...All lawful modes
of expressing opposition...had been
closed by legislation. There was no
chaice, it was 2 question of ‘submit ar
fight'.

Yiolence was to be kept to Lhe mini-
mum, sabotage against propery not
terrorism against persons.

The object as far a5 he was
concerned was not communism or a
clasiless socicty, but raiher the artain-
meni of democratic rights: *'L regard
the British Parliament™, he said, '‘as
the most demucratic institution in the
wozld and the independence and
impaetiality of its judiciary never fail 1o
arouse my admiration.””

Turn

Miandela never explored the particu-
lar form in which “the turn 10 armed
siruggle” was undwted in Sowth

. Aflrtea: its alienation from workers
and mass struggles. its exclusivity, its
cult of vivlence as the way forward. He
never was 3ble to invesligale the
reasons for (he terrible defeats in the
1960s at the hands of the Soulh African
security (ives mor of its connection
with the annihilation of mass struggle
i this perid.

* He never really understoud working
class politcs or the class reasons foe
the defleats of 1he movement suffered
at the point of his imprisonment.. It was
not for 1en years o more thal black
workers found thcir foet again in the
sirikes of 1973,

In (he wake of 1his movement Man-

deiz has returned to the centre of the.?

political stage, mu a5 representative
but as symbol. He has not been forgot
ten in gl and he will g be,

2

“From his prison cell Mandela has becoime an embodiment of
biack resistance . . . But he never really understood working
class politics or the class reasons for the defeats suffered at the

time of his imprisonment.”




Letter

Black unions
and the ANC

I would like to take up Bob
Finc on two historical paints in
his article on Nelson Mandcta in
a recent issue.

When you mention that
Mandela and others voted for
the expulsion of the Communist
Panty from: the African National
Congress you forget to give the
ressons. The South Afncan CP
supported the Afrikaner Nation-
alists, not only during the Hitler-
Stalin Pact period, but also
again in the immedtiate prelude
to Dr Malan’s accession to
power.

- Though by the time that
Mandela voted for the expul-
sion, the CP and the ANC were,
as you say, both supporting the
Smuts governmeni's  war
efforts, the ANC did so with con-
siderably less enthusiasm and
without making the same whole-
sale compromises. It is easy to
understand that the ANC would

have been binter .at Stalinist
policy in the immediately
preceding period.

You also don't metion that
many members of the South
African CP resigned from the
party over the issue. Indeed it
has been claimed that a maj-
ority of micmbers did. The ANC
expulsions were in @ sense par
of a split in the SACP.

There were several accounts
of this written in the *50s. Off.
hand the only person I can recall
as being one of the Communists
who resigned and then sided
with the ANC is Fr. Michael
Scott, who later founded the
Africa Bureau (the same “Fr.
Michael Scoft who was a co-
spensor of the Committee of
100},

1 am: fairly certain that all the
then black members of the
SACP were among those who
left.

Yhen you talk about the
divorce between the early ANC

and trade unionism you seem to’
farget three points:

There were trade unions
founded in the *20s, and though
the founders were members of
the ANC, they were not Jeading
menbers.

There was an attempt, in
which the ANC was an active
sponsor,  to  unite  the
unions, the ANC and other
organisations in an African Con-
vention. The fact that it broke
down was by no means exciu-
sively the fault of the ANC,

Right up until the war, indeed
in the mines until this day, the
majority of black workers were/
are hired on a six mionths con-
tract system. In the "20s this
systemt was run with chiefs
sending a son or subchief and a
party of tnbesman, under
contract, to the employer.

The teniporary nature of con-
truct employment would militate
against trade unionism and the
fact that such gangs were led by
representatives of tribal chiefs
would mean that only if social-
ists were prepared to take the
class struggle into the tribe
themiselves and in so doing
break down the only vrgans of
black power there were, was a
class based trade  unionism
possible. .

I have never heard of any
socialists in the "20s who were
prepared to present such a
direct challenge to  tribalism.
Alter the 205 the trbes were’
under assault from the white
establishment  and  quisling
tribal chiefs were being appeoin-’
ted {which is why trade
unionism started then) and why

~the ANC had links to the old

tribal structure, then began,

albeit as a side issue, to approve
of and sponsor trade unions.

Fraternally,

LAURENS OTYTER




INTERNAL resisiance against
the apartheid reglme in South
Alrica has been growing apace.
There are almost daily reports of
strikes, boycotts, sabotage and
riot by the cppressed majority.

The stale’s response so far

over three hundred blacks, to
murder at I¢ast three in custody,
to arrest thousands and 10 expel
thousands more back (o the so-
called "“homelands™. South
Africa has entercd a new period
¥tn!=mﬁed strupgle.

Qlosely allied with the Sauth
Alcican Communist Party, the
African National Congress is a
leading wing of the pational
liberation movement. I is now

lanning the [(irst Consultative

Confeecnoe since its Morogoro
canference in 1969. Things have
changed dramatically  since
1969.

Then the liberation movement
as 3 whole was at 2 low puint.
Intermal resistancz in South
_Africa had all but disappeared
since 1961, the turmn to armcd
struggle having proved 1w be a
terrible failure, The campaign
fur intemational sanctions had
made no hecadway against the
lures of lucrative {oreign invest-
ment in South Africa.

Today the situation is entirely
_different and far more hopeful.

Trade unians

An mde‘pendent trade union
moverment has arisen out ol' the

ashes of the 3

this year has beento shoot dead

markets for primary and manu-
Factured prod are
more intensely competitive and
dillicult, An underlying balance
of paymenss dcficit caused by
the impori of capital goody and

new technology has been affset |

only by banking loans. The
strength of the dollar hag caused
the value of gold v drop. Infla-
tion ishigh, lay-off's are common
and unemployment (stated to be
around three million for blacks}
is Asing.

The multinational monopolies
which dorminate the South Afri.
can ecopomy are putting pres-
ure on the South Alrican state to
cuntain the black nnrest and res-
tote profitability, [n response, a
state policy has evolved that
combines  highly significant
‘reforma’  with * inCreasing
aurhoritarianism,

In 1981 a labour law reform
was initiated which extended the
lcgal sphere of operation of
black Irade unions. The state
intended to contrul and incur-
porate trade snions by subjegt-
g them o an official frame-
work, bur the result of these
reforms has been the considee-
abjc strengthening of the move-
ment,

b I198) 1he govemment
announced s <constitutional
reforms. It sel up a tripartite
parlizmenl, one hause for
whites.-one for Asians and one
for Coloureds. Africans were not
inciuded on 1he ground that
Alricans already had their own

in the 1960s. Organising black
workers in Ihe industdial and
commercial heartiands of South

within 1he mines, the wrade
union movemenl has become a
major force foe change.
Numerous commounity and
student gvoups have: been
rebormn 2rd formed themszlves
into two national organisations.,
The one, the United Demo-
cratic Front, is a mulli-racial
grouping in the tradition of the
old Congress Alliance and now
with the polirics of the ANC,

Mandela and the Freedom
Charter.
The other is a black<on-

scivusness movement called the
Nativnal Forum, whese muost
important compuneat is
AZAPO, the Azanian People’s

organisation  {Azamia ix the
“African’ nemec  for  Sauh
Africa). This movement has

picked up a large nuniber of
hlack sacialisis.,

In addition, there arc argaiis-
ations Jike the Cupe  Action
League, which has inhedled the
mantie of the old “Troskyist’
Unity Movement, Radical lster-
aturg, eclings, slogans and
campaigns abound 0 Suuth
Alrica in a way that must sireteh
the crocdulity of those whoye
mage of South Alnca was
formed in the dark days of the
190k

Fur Soeuth  Alrica’s  rulers
theee have  abso been great
changes, Foonomically,  South

Alrica is cuught wathine the con-
straingy of  world  recesyn.
Profita are demn, lntcetational

Alrica and now well entrenched .

sclf-government in the Banty-

stans. At (he same fime, the |

government  congolidated  the
orwer of the state executive and
milirary and put off the next
general election at least until
1989.

The clections for the Coloured
and Asian assemblies were
successfully boycotted, although
enough Coloureds and Asians
voted to lend (he mew arrange-
ment some credibility.

The government also cxien-
ded its scheme for black local
councils, which Include Alri-
cans. These too were boycorted
and collaburating black council-
lurs have been a major target for
demwonstrators during the recent
unrest. Several have becn killed,
many have been driven to
resign.

The fiest group of 120 black
‘peace oflicers’ graduated i
Sowcla in May to serve under
and protect the councillors,
Cunsiderable  financial  and
patronage incentives have been
put in the way of biack coun-
cillors as inducements © volo-
1eee, But the government is nol
linding W c2sy to find candi-
daics.

Mure recently the Mixed

Marriages and Immorality Acts,
which banned marriage and sex
bclween individuals of dilfecent
‘races’ have been repealed. The
pass laws have been relaxed. to
allow for easicr movement for
qualified blacks wilhin the white
ucban areas, and to allow for
caster access for blacks (0 the
black urban townships.

RAeforms

A right to hold freclold tcuure
in vrban areas has been owi-
veded 10 Africans. There has
bren 2 temporary hab oy adl
forced remavals of biack peuple
from zones  designated  as
“white” and a pernanrent hali w
foreed  reowvals  for  abwout
T0.000 potentially theeatened
blacks.

Suuth African cinzenship is 10
be geanted 1o Afncans living in
the  Bantustans.  The  law
batning representatives of one
“eaciu! " groop from imerferng in
the pulitical attairs of anatber

SR f’r‘f.z% : ke -

(which, foc example, meant that
Asian representatives were pot
permitted  to  discuss  white
affairs. ctc.), has been repeated.

Reforms like Ihese have been
accompauied by termible acts of
state butchery. The worst was
at Langa in March of this yecar
wlicy the polive opened fire ona
peaceful  funeral  procession
cummeniorating (he 25th anni-
versary of the 1960 massucre ab
Sharpevilic.

Accurding to official {igurcs.
they killed 19 blacks. but the
cial count was apsund 45

An  executive  menthwer  of
FOSATL {the Federation of
Soulh African Trashe  Unisan),
Andnes  Rudiscld,  dicd  oog
howr alter being released from
custady,  from sesere head
nurics. A studens Jeader,
Siphe Mutsi. dicd in cusinly
sinwerly ufter. A thousand sob-
divrs  amd  police  scated  wif
Kuanvbulde, a black wwnship
i e Eastern Cupe on May 6

and killed three morg black
pevple. And so it cominues.

In the €ace of conflicting pres-
sures, the white polity itself has
splil apart. Although the ruling
Nationafist Party wnder Bothz
has sirengthened its geip on
gavernment and continues 1o
win support in the white mlls,
fur several years now it hus been
faced with upposition from a
right-wing breakaway move-
meiit called the HNP. led by &
man napied Treurnichi,

The HNP has beeo garning
support ammwong  wihites  disen-
chanted with 4 policy of conces.
sivns, aud squeczed 1p @ declin-
g vconomy  betweeen black
workers below aud the inoto-
pulies above, I seews tha this
rght-wing mavetient has won
u vonsiderable fHowing wathin
e police and the army .

I would be a mistake. in my
view, 1o pass of( the govern.
men s reforms ay a nere decep-
tion eoseang up the unchanging
reality of upanthad. 5o keen

Clackwine pram feti: Crossroud's s
Switeral in the Eostery Capxe; Guld
Schid studvnts” revine, Sowers 14
Durburt,

have milttants in the liberation
struggle been ro  disxwiate
themselves from eefurmisn that
they have sometimes buen blind
ta the very real changes in the
terrain of struggle that hove
beentaking place.

Change

Oue exampte ou of many;
Tribuwe comnwenied: “Stume-
ville 190, Unicnhage 1905,
nothing s changed e 23
yeary.. Progress, liberalisatyion
care aothing but @ shani™
29:3°85) Cemaindy. apaabend
wmlinues 1o be a brutal cealny.
but it is alsv truce that black
struggles over the Jast devade or
inure have brought dboat signi-
ticant changes and vpeacd up
vew opparfunitics for the move:
ment.



The image of sparthcid mast
often purveyed by the anti-
apartheid tmovemenl and siitl
most cunman within  popular
consciousisess is that of absolyte
power dicected (0 the oppression
ef black prople with such effi.
cscy that 10 resistance is pus-
sible, The sacialist venion of
LMy dmage porizays apartheid s
playing a central and essential
parl in capial accumulativa and
e exploitation of lzboor o
Sopth Africa. YWhai both these
mages sy, bowever, are the
contradiciiny which . ran
through aparbeid, jost us they
tuh tissaughh oveny caprabial
atder,

These Gomtesdicinsen are conn
g ba 2 head with the growith of
wmernal  resistance,  wule  the
world cattc (s sed walh
e changtig Gemands  of

S

capitat. The apariheid statc has
not remained slatic in the face of
these majof  shifts, The “re-
(arms” are no1 2 mese sham, bat
Part of a senuus atempt on the
part of the South African rulers
10 adapt to the acw situalion,

Fraught

As the ruling cluss are weil
aware,  any  programme  of
refocins is {raught wath danger,
in particular (e dangee that
blach workers will tuke advane
tage uf these tinkerings 1o fight
for tundameniz) change. That,
10 ™R, 13 WhHit 1 bow taking
Plaee,

I} we somply deny that theee 1s
a prcuss of hikeeabisatan’; we
will whagury ccality and fal
comprehicud w hal 15 Juppeninig,
bow a1 13 happeong and pretise:
Iy why (t 1 happerong (n
1his panscualar wa .

Benesth thie pelitical yurface
of pelorm 3ng repeessian, 1he
SIS JUCIIONLIE . (e Lo
suweasiully v lur, 3 pro-
Rishaone of restruciunng armed
&t testonng concteeny ol pratic
stuktv . The  financial Temes
revearly  sunuaeed up IR
Apedts al the counonme prublenn

"‘.d"'—' A g J 2
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facing South African capital:

“In every one of the lasi five
years governmenl spending has
overshor its budgeicd target,
(requentiy by 2 farge puargin,
Over-retiznce on gold to bail the
economy out, & picthora of con-
tro!  boards, over-restrictive
building regulations, subsidics
to” farmers. 'steatcgic - indus-
trivs” and consumkes, and ihe

T ety of admvishstering apaniicid

it 21l s lorma, have saddicd the
counuriy with a mass of distor-
Thans.. These bave taived usts

- znd reduced productivity o the

eatenl thar infledivn a1 16% tand
sull asing) is three taaesy e
averagy of  Sourth Afra’s
pannces. The hw dullar pree of

- garkd and e three sear droughu,

wlugh iy year brobe o 1he nek
o e hoce prsed two straws
whighe neothy droke (he beox of
he ecanony nd cuntRbuted e
the At dheep whicts ol 1he rund
[ BTN IYOR'E A U Y

Manoeuvre

Thas iy rogpchls b the prols
(earin barks 6 the reling Suth
Alncan caprakst  class. The
solooan which 1 sevks follgus
the Berralar road al wnearinm,

at least as (ar as cuts in public
cxperditure ar: concerned.

The new Finance Minister,
Barend du Plessis, has impoed
restactive budgets o col state
cxpeadilure. But he has very
hnle  room for  manocuvic.
White workers, espoaally white
women workers, arc heginning
s fect the pinch of unemplisy-
ment,

International

Cots $1n §xxd substdics 25pr2-
vate the anger of blavk workers.
Ceann an o Coteal  gavernRnaiem
spoaling  toree black ooune
cllors o rane teuls and thuy
wundercat thye FOVETOMUCI 'y
pohivs of worperaung 2 smalt
Blovh tmddie Closs Stending i
the arme e police can only
taprand

Al

The intcrnarional front is a
major dimension of the South
Afnican picture. In the USA an
cuergeiic Free South  Africa
Muvemeitl has gripped the black
and radical imaginatioh and
posed a challenge to Reagan's
sahvowd palics of “construce
tive engagement” with the apar-
{Hcid regime,

Witile Reagan has estabilinhed
an ivestaeal office in Johane
neshurg, backa IMF hans (o
Sculh Alrica. supporis conrin.
ved US teatning of (e Swth
AIFican coust gourd and chdors
AeS the eapon te South Alrca of
250 US made clecine siank
hatwis, US apgeamntsy of the

amenfcrd  regme hase been
denwniraimg and  owtuhsing
br sarwttony aganed Souarh

Al
Congressy has passed Repslae
fion baosmng oli funaner bonk

sommmm T

juans Lo Sowth Africa, dbannin,
new investment by new U com
Panics, and banning nuclcar e
military computer sales,

At the fime of writing it is ho
clear whether the president wil
veto this legislstion, In over 4
US staic legislatures projxonal;
have been ininduced demand
ing duinvestmen from basks
involved in South Alncs, Mangy.
facturers’ Humover Bank hay
sefused for the present (o grent
any funher luans to South
Alricz. When we consider thal
in 1964 the USA was responsible
for 20% of all foreign inves-
ment in South Alrica —over $15
billion — big money is a1 stake.

We don't yei know how cffecs
tive such moves will be. Some
people are treating it s window-
dressing. Why, afier all should
e cunservative Fortign Rela-
tions Commintee support such a
bilt? Ln pan 1his is doubiless 3
rezsonable objection. Bul the
disinvestment ~ campaign  also
links in with & US trend towards
protectionism,

Take US slecl for cxample,
The New Statesman (5/4/85)
showed how US production of
siccl declined by 50% berween
1974 and 1982. In 1983 the seven
fargest stee] produvers lost 2.7
bithon. The resutt is high redun.
dancy at home and high invesl
menl abroad. Steel imports pew

amount 1¢ over onc-fifth aof
domestiv productisn.
US labour
Siace 1975 US impons of

Suuth African siee] have gunce
up 3000%. albeit from a very
low base. Chicage's  South.
wirks Sieel (ownrd by US Sicel)
tuid off several thovsand wurk-
crs white Chicago's new stute
office bought its s1ee) beams
(romi ISCOR. the South Afncan
steel company, This purchise
was {unded by loans from the
Hlintols Bank which iiscll oper-
21¢s in South Alrica.

Perhups — and this is speca-
Ration ~ i was protecrionist
fervour which excited US tabour
Mmovement suppont for sanctions
apainst South Africa — the
AFL-CIO favaurs sanctions —
ang from Senator Lugar, chait of
the Senale Foreigh Relations
Commines, represeating
czpital,

Whatever the motives, US
$2RCLions can valy spgravale the
ewnonue  difficulites  already
{aced by the apanheid regime.
The refusal of San Franduco
fongstioremen  jdockers) o
onload  South  African  cargo
FEPTCSERts B real siep forward in
international  sohidarity, even
thuugh the spint of natonalist
protectiionism probably plased 2
pur M geoeraang 1, .

ireland

in Ireland a sipuler a7 of sl
darts ha< tuten plave. May
Matning » o works hor 2 super-
rarkel cinon o Dabbn, refuscd
ta razsh up Soulh Al
frum. a6 e wath 1nstiructiong
{rom hiee wman fthe Irsh Adnan.
wranee and Dirnbutne Traoe
Mic wan sospendcd
wat e sl 12 {Glinnge
workirs al the shop have tbeen
v SR R OVET ik Rlonri
demanging Ber Femstatemet,




The organisation and mobilis-
ation of blacks inside South
Africa bas puw been taking
place on a significan| scale since
1973, after 1he previvus decade
of defeat.

How bave the vaduus sec-
tions of the black resistance
movement respohded 1o the

changesin the apartheid stale's

students? Natorally, cach sec-
tion has respanded in line with
itx pwn pulitical heritage.

The African National Con-
gress has had great dificulties
in adapting itsclf to a struggle in
which the focus is not on sabe-
age Trom withoul nor o1 iner-
mittepal  sairians,  but oe
itnernad resistavee.

ANC

W ASC Prosident Oliver
Lk wrnes of a prestevela.

ry siRgationd Caovery rare
othiiation o revoly
Licrmrs are matycnoy 7
lherariin inovemient svizes 1his
S overs import wemiear and
S‘(‘yft henkds upotr it Mie prospects of
#2 people’s poser is within our
sight®,

He sees the qunvergenee of
threr Bactors, Firse, "3 resbue
ang o ruling cliass in gfeep econ-
wrrig s puoliticad erisis, e rh::ns
the deepest i fits) Distery”,
Sevond. Cferment among, e
praple wli gre sabowing el
K they not reform bur a2
resohitionary laiion”™.  And
anvenenl existy with
el fofloning o guide
R 1he haldiep 1 vichory s
At the same thine, he prog.
heeps open atlwer
Preasibaliies: e ddew of @ sen-
Crah HOGTTCC gy 40 it
B icuc v Lorwed et replage
B e hwgaenn perspociine of
protrated  poople’s war, e
puest keep lines open o ather
ressahalinien,

The nuin eriiviane aimed e
e ANC in the past das heen
o AT subsdtuied aroved
sirgeple Tor political  orgiesis-
£ tion neide the copniry. The
restdt of theie armed simggle
strateat wi dfsasier. both on
the arared and on the pobiseal
trones, New Tambuo is <aving
Hile it iy necessan i ‘camtine
armce] srpggle with political
PSS activons’, et e sanee lime
as  acedleratiog  the arad
srogeic.

Thay nicans “le NS CORCUTR ONeT
cnvilian vasialties” os fae as the
sabotake  campaigne s gvhe
E ceened. Tambu iy cadhing for pre.
paration for "z g gencral

W

THEP
SMASH APARTHEID

strike’, the tuming of black
townships infa na-go areas by
the action of small bands of
armed vouth, a call ta black sol-
dicrs and policemen ta quit their
jubs and the institution of
‘povple’s commitices” as alter.
natives to the black councils,

e lailed the two-day gencrat
strike in November as evidence
of “a very substantial shift on
the part of workers  toward
acceptanee of the view that they
must be pant of popular mass
struggle’,

Iy view the ANC's analvsis
is Mot precise eiough, First, the
ictea of ‘people’s power” is
more flgm g chetodca) device
med  to cover and  obscure
wnportaat  dilferenves  which
exint benween the vanons sees
Hons of the “pevple” and it savs
naching about the form of stale
for which the ANC is lighting,

Sceond, this is ned the fiest
time that ihe South  Adrican
ruling class has entered e
deop crisis, [0, 1960 and 1976
were athier such nceasinns, and
eacl of them i the vad proved
1w be a springboard for i
recevery of the rultng cluss. On
octision theee s lide evi-
an et that the roling cluss
nwhere near being inable

Suspicious

Fhird, many dlack people are
Ty e mxealiy convineed = and
often fur govd reason — that the
ANC represents thuir mterests
or ¢an avt as ae offective leaders
ship for them. Tlis is the Lesson
ol many scares” cxpenenee of the
ANC downgradimg the day 1o
dity teononue steugrles of work-
ors and uf abe trade undons,
Many are caspivious of  the
ANCS etorgs 1o subjeet all black

veganisativns  to their own
lcadership and dircetion.
*aside the quustry there arc

theer principal firees al work
el to some considerable exient
in tonNicr with one awother, The
UDF (United Demecratic Fromtp
is & broad frout of all wiky may

be opposed (o apartheid. It com-
priscs a coalition of 645 aMliated
groups and claims a member-
shipofover (wo millivn —though
the UDF's attempt to gain a
million signatures for its petition
to free Mandela (el far short of
its target.

1t s torntally 3 noneracil
wrouping and has attracted a
netber of leading fiberal fig-
ures Jike Bishop Tulu o s

UDF

It has net suged teowin
uver shice bulk of (he urguised
workiog class, hawever — st
of (he frade union mavemenl
fearing for its_independcuce
weree 11 o juin, The UDF's own
orguiisatianal structures seem
ruther weak, It tooek a nrjor role
in 1he bayentt of the new cuasti-
tulivn tbut certatnly not a dom-
inant wr even a feading role). B
adheres to e pulitics of the
ANC und 1the Freedon Charer
wisd capouaes s popular frout

LIGTN

Wirkin the UDF, ioweser, as
une weald eameet, there ure all
kiscks o diverse  views, Al
prescnt about 40 UDF Icaders
are eharged willy ireasan and
other serings elfesees. especial -
Iv suppont for the ANC which
iry o banned organisation.

Ir is unlikety thir most 1ric
unions would  join the UDF
unless the workers” numbers
were reflecied ie the deci
making structures of the Fre
Al present this is sl the car

The second of the nygjoz diber-
ation forces within the cannrrv s,
centred around Black Con-
usneas  and 1he  Rattonab
Forum. The maio group within
this circle is AZAPO.

Within this grauping there is
alse 3 wide diversity of views,
runging fram black separatism
s the nationalist side to soctals
ints gad Trotskyists on the work -
ing chass side. There is no bual
on whites joimpe, bur  antis
wihtteness vo-mingles with its
greater emphasis ot socialism,

glst

It has within it some !'nc
intcllectuals, like Nevilic Alex-
andee who, under the name of
Na Sizwe wrote a fine eritique of
the nationalist politics of the
ANC callcd ‘Onc Azania, One
Natian'. What links its vanous
threcads togcther is, partly, a
COMoKN NERALIVE oppesition to
what they lerm as “charterism’
— cmphasis on thc ANC's
South Aftican Freedom Chaner
which they tend o think of as
cantiminated by liberalisi: and
partly & common commitment 1o
NoR-CoBPCrlian with or boveotl
ul ald spzare insritutions,

This hus strained their relu-
tions with et of the trade
unien poveinent, which natueal-
Ty wark within as well as vside
of ikl strocteres of negotiation.

A Ravour of whar sepaeates
them from the UDF can be
guined (rom  their  respective
dling of Kennedy's recent

The UDF acied as Ken-
nedy's hoat and eapects much
from his suppent fur the saae-

SHans campaign i the Siafes.

The Nf buveatied Kennedy and
o hwihber of  oogasions
blogked him from speaking.

Riots

During the revent spatc of
cinis there has been no live Tost
between supporters of the UDF
and of the NEC. Several Killings
and fucbombings were repw-
ted.

The third major foree inside
South Africais the black workers
rade  union  movement.  This
mavetnent oo is  disunited,
divided nanly by pulitical and
paaly by vrganisalivnal differ-
cnees.

Palitically, 1he influence of 1he
UDF and of the NFCis strong in
sume- uniens, though the vasl
butk of Ihe movement is un-
aligned and  espouses  cither
trade  union “'independence™
tw.h a more or foss sitong
svadivaliat bent) or allegiance 10
a wurking class pusirical move-
mewnt yut to he furmed.

in rvent yecars the trade

e, lcading

10 build and ¢ among

latives on the united front that

black industrial, commercial and
now mining workcrs. k has
made signifieant strides toward
forming a united tradc union

the next few months).
The \rade uniops have also

[ engaged much more  actively

than in the past in political

. struggles, 1aking 2 magxr rolc in

the boyeutt of the new elections,
and provding  the
muscle behind the tao-day stay.
at-home in November. in which
more than halfl a million workers
participated — Johannesburg
was entirely paralysmd — and
offering a working class political
perspective which is nowhere
vlse v be found.

These are the three major
cuntending grupitugs as things
now stund.

lssues

It i important i o conluse

CThe jostlings for meer and
tadvantage by compeiing pehy

bourgenis groups. cach laying
clainn s leadership, with the real
class issues that fzee she move-
ment.

The big underlying gucstion
in lhe Jiberition struggle is the
relation briween the warking
¢dass and the fiberation nxwve-
ment as 3 whule, berween sacial-
ism and nationahism, between
e fight ugainst apartheid anc
1hie fighl for socialism, botween
working class furms of siruggle
and forms of struggle which
leave the working dass as by-
standers applauding  1heir
chamioms,

All partics nuow speak formally
of the Teading role of the black
warkiog ciass. The pabtem is to
give this content,

Afwr the stayvathome in
Nevember there was consider-
able ¢riticism from within the
ratks of FOSATU (the largest
wade  wnion  federation}  1hat
workees had not been adequate-
Iy cmsulted prior to the aclivn
— and 1hat the lcadership was
behaving too much like a middlc
class naunnalist izadership, call-
ing vn workers 1e do this and
1has but nut involving the work.
ers in planning or decision.
making,

The UDF and NFC lcaders
tend to “tepresont” dheir tonsti-
tuencies in a much kawer way,
much l¢ss struciured, than the
trxie vuion lcaders, who pus
high emphasis on trade union
demacracy. Duning and afier the
slay-away. FOSATU mepresea:

“The largestandmost powerful
oriing classin Africa”

org it found fhcmseives
somewhal cumpromised by
statements sbout no.go zohes
and the Jike put out by some of
their collcagues. Perhaps this
cxplains why further calls on
workcrs 10 stay away (rom work
‘tna]ve not been nolably success.
ul.

Waorkcrs cannot be pulicd in
and out like puppels, and South
African history has many exam.
plcs to prove this. Workers also
stand 1o lose not just their jobs
but their right to reside in ar
arca where jobs are o be found.
when they strike, They want to
know that the reason is good and
that their erganisatian is good . bt
is roa casy 1o declare workers
hackward when they fail ta per-
form what uthers want of them
of, zlterpatively, 1 unconipres
hendingly idealise them ax cver-
ready W take mililant xcoion.
mur 1he two-day stav-asnay at

M SASOL  warkens  were
sacked and sent back 1o ther
homclands (though wome weee
SubsegtenTly re-chiples e,

(e of the pust agnificant
arcas of trade union develep-
ment at the moment s in the
puld  mines. For the  Eeon-
vntist ¢ [0S HS) thiis is where 1he
real action is.

In  mid-March  the NUM
demanded a gencral 10% rises
o woeeks later i declared an
utficial dispute. 400 uninn mem-
bers were  immoedhately  dis-
misscd and negotiations
Nopped. The  fullowing  night
14000 workers,  almost  the
cutire wunderground loree in the
Yall Reefs gold mine. owned by
e giamt  Angle-Amencan,
{#iled 1o 1lumun.

TFhe dispute spillcd over intoa
ncighbuunng nine,  Every
siriker. $7.00000 all. was sacked
by Anglo and busscd back 10 the
‘homelands”. Two bombs ¢xplo-
ded in Anglo's Julanneshurg
office on April X, Sinue then
negotiations have  been re-

NUM

The NUM is o sccking 2
40% jncrcase achmss the board,
plus danger mancy and abolilivn
of joh reservation. Angly are
uffering 15% at most {ur blacks
thehm the rate af inflationt and
9.5% for whifv mmncrs (the
whitc, and maisotonsty  racist,
MWU tias also declared o dis:
putc!)

Since Gavin Rally took over
dareetion of  Angle from 1he
‘liberal® Harry  Oppesheimer,
Anglo has been I1aking an




inceeasingly hard iine. closing
tite fibera) Rand Daily Mail (for
supposedly  financial  reasons)
and mow lzking on the very
unwe which the company had
originally invited inta  thar
misics. The dispute is still 16 be
decided.

Swch are the foeces 21 work,
We thould pot dowmplay the
ifluence of the black bour.
xeuisie: of the homefands chiels
lixe Buthuleri and Matanzims,
wlitee supporters have entercd
it bitter and lethal fighis
revently with toweship workers:
ang aof the Asian and Culourcd
representatives who now sit in
parltament and  are  datming
ceedit for the refiems, Noac of
e e gedng o surrendne
thede sew -fovid pencer gasily,

Deal?

there is ldk Toom the povern-
with the ANC —

¢ ubfer b releuse Mane
2L @l would poblicly eschew
voleier, Mandela refosed 2l
ot e e ANC. But offers
o e il at fedderal deak may
well {n on il fabie, with ihe
Burbulesiv anad Maianzinas
amlng 3 gehetweens, Suh 2
solarvn wenld offer fittle of
swthing 1ot Qeuggles of black
workers,

The <ivaran is a2 confused
one. B owill 1ake more thun
SahoraRy ar ARRVAN sioctioty,
P stabdent Hots oo
i sl e sniehy rerine.
2 it v we anly whether
aparthend can be overtorned ha
alvo with what 3t b res
.

Ihe Wack weeking class of
Sonth Alrica, by fue e fargest
aml oung peserdul i Africa,
may well be presented with the
quwmTtoriy s merely to
sepliaee 3 fepeessisy colondal pule
w3 repressive tule of the
B X hoyppoulae, but to ereate
A sl o demewrasie South
ek which wenld douhiless
NP A s eatafast far atl Abrica.
Nich 2 prespd? I ot inwed:
e, bat e cu battles may
well b cracial in detern 2
e plave of the wurking claxy in
ihye steigRic as a whole,

P, i ooy opinion, wit) by
deteennued hy whetber or ey
the Inade union smagment —
shith v a1 prewnt the owujar
vagsivashual Gwas of  Black
werkers — has the capacity to
conteged ond of their gan capha,
el cauneinn with atlee
sewizlingg, it Rorking class puali
tical menemenl. AL ever this iy
caser o adveeate (an @
asdneve,




A workers’ party

based on the unions

The new, independent non-
racial trade unions pose huge
problems for South African
capitalists, and for their state,

Under normal conditions,
individual capitalists and
capitalist governments can

‘count upon being able to
diftuse warkars’ struggles by
relying on a trade union
bureaucracy heavily shaped by
its deatlings in the corridors of
power and channels of negati-
ation, and to a [arge extent cut
off from the needs and mood of
the rank and tile. '

No such bureaucracy exists
in the new unions. They have
concentrated on building up
strong rank-and-tile argan-
isation, shop stewards struc-
tures and direct worker
involvement. Strict accoun-
tability of leaders — who are
to abtain mandates from their
members for all that they do —
has helped prevent the leaders
trom being coopted by indus-
trial concilietion
bureaucracy.

Even where unions have
participated in industrial coun-
cils [negotiation boards with
management} it has been on
the basis of strict rank-and-
file contro! over representa-
tives, and freedom to pursue
their interests at a focal
levei, .

Many unions have kept their
distance from the main
palitical opposition group, the
pro-ANC United Democratic
Front. Despite overtones of
narrow trade unionism, such
distance is good.

The UDF deserves our full
suppart against apartheid. But
it is a typical popular-
front national liberation move-
ment, with a programme for
acapitalist South Africa, and
Stalinist controlled.

The working class needs its
_own political voice, indepen-
dent from the ANC or the
UDF. Such a voice -~ a new,
warking class party — could
be buiit on the independent
unions, the NUM, FOSATU
and the Cauncil of Unians of
South Africa,

The ‘National Forum’ is a major fores in the Scuth
African liberation movement, alongside the United
Democratic Front and the nor-raciat trade unions,
Embracing many currents which come from the
black consciousness movament, it now sets jix aim asg

a socialist revolution,

In this interview — given in early August, soon
after the declaration of the state of emergency —a
teader of the National Forum argues that South
Africa is ‘a classic situation of permanant reyoiution’
{where the working class takes the lead in 2 democra-
tic revolution and merges it with a socialist revalu.
tion}. The interview is transiated and abridged from -
the German socialist paper Was Tun,

How 4id this revolt start, and
what zre its centres?

The sevolt has economic
ard political reasons. 1 would
put the political reasons in
first place,

Nat onty the Blacks, but
aiso the great majority of the
Coioureds znd indians, reject-
ed the new constitution. But
when in the constitovtion the
government excluded those
classified as Blacks from any
political represchtation, it
drove the vrban black youth
into revoll,

On top of that youo have
the economic misery and the
intensive  politicisation  of
black society. The black
school students’ movement
has played 2 leading sole in
this.

Their militant stance, of
cousse, goes back 2 long way
in South African history: the
Soweto uprising was initially
2 schoo! students' movement,
They demand 2 better eduva-
tion system which offers the
blacks similar possibiitizs to
the whites, But now they are
going far beyond this demand
and ere aiming for a socialist~
oriented education.

Another big factor is that
most school students can get
no work after school. In the
ecastern province the unem-
ployment rate is 2lmost 40°%.

1t the movement restricted to
the cities?

No, although Lhere have
been no uprisings on the land
like in the cities, perhaps with
the exception of the castcrn
provinee,

The movemen{ draws in
the contsacl workers working
for white [latmers, and the
minets, of course. And pover-
ty and hunger are much
worse in the vouniryside than
in the cities, I think thut un
cxplosion is hrewing, espevial-
iy in the so~alled ‘resctibe-
ment camps', which are a sorl
of concenttation camps.

These camps muy hecome
the starting point for guendiy
or other action aguinst the
segime, hike ehe  Palestnian
refuges camps. They are the
result of a polivy ihat b
turned miore 2nd more Blacks
A0 wope-werkees, hub wunts
1o stop  them  bevomiag
urbastisesl.

ion movement play in this
revoit?

Without a doubt? the trade
vnion movement has played
an important, i many re-
spects decisive, role,

The strikes that began in
September in the ‘Vaal trian-
gle', the industrial arez of the
Transvaal and Orange Free
Station, and which flowed
in{o a two-day regional strike
iR November, were the begin-
ning of the revolt. This move-
ment was led primarily by the
two big black union federa-
tions, FOSATU and CUSA.

Until then FOSATU and
CUSA had been able to avoid
acting in too apeply politival
a way so that the regimc
could attuck them. Afters the
strike some FOSATU union-
isls were grrested — they are
now being chasged with high
tresson,

Are the trade unions wirning
masses of new members?

Yes, especislly among the
miners.

The unions encourage
their members {0 take part in
palitical ¢lassstruggle actions
in the townships, though in-
deed not 3s trade-unionisis,
because the Soulh African
government would  then
immediztely ban them, but in
<ivic committees and in SpOR-
tancous revolts,

Like Solidarnosc they try
to avcid open political awtson
as trade upions at the current
stage, Bul many tfade unimn-
ists think that a political
wOTKers' puZty must emejpe
from the trade union move-
ment, In tus respect 1oo wo
have legracs much from poli-
tival vxperivnce, | think 11 s
tacticelly nght,

Howeves. the 1rade union
mavement is wry divided. §
would distinguish three i
ferent  proups. On (he ieft
there are the nmons that con-
sider Ehicmselves as belonging
to the black conscionsness
movement.

In the nuddle there are the
two lug teade wunion feders-
nonrs thet | mentioned, who
now want Lo unite. Further
1o the nght is the South Afr-
can Congress of Trade Unons
which ds lose to the ANC,

T Geeal pressure is boing
cxerted trom belt and from
nght an the federalions w the

What role does the frade M. Couidia- Un ki 4 wiky OUb SN



a workers’ party must em

openly im0 palitical way,
They reiect this and right.
Iy, 3 think At (his time it
worihl by grganisationg] sui-
a ,.‘l .

1 e of than lealersiops,

What are the differences be-
txeen the two hig alliances in
the liberalion movement, the

'mied  Demncratic Feont
{CDFt snd the National
Forum?

Birth originated aboui the
sante time in [983,

1he NE remained irue to
the original idea of huilding 2
cwominon  apposition of all
forcres that rejected the new
constitution, the so-<alled
‘New Deal’. The main organ-
isattoms taking part in the NF
were 1he Azania People's Org-
anisation {AZAPO). 1he only
legal nationat organisation of
hlacks. and the Cape Action
Leggue,

HBoth alliances are made up
mainly of black workers.
The workers are organised in
the 1nwnships, angd their org-
anisations belong to” one of
the two alliances. The black
petty bourgeoisie and ingel-
{ectuals 3re also repreaented
in both alliances.

in the UDF there are also
howrgeois (mainly white) ele-
ments, liherals and  business
peopte with links 1o big capi-
tat. Of course the wrganisa-
tons of the National Forum
alko  have white members
from  ¢ommunity organisa-
toas, student organisations,
and trade unions; but not this
baurgeois element,

CUSA, one of the two big
black trade unjon federations,
betongs both to the UDF and |
the NF,

The NF campaigned ag-
ainst the constitution much
more scriously than the UDF,
in which a right wing time
and again proposcd using the
constitutional institutions as
z platform for legal propa-
ganda.

The basis of the NF is the
‘Manifesto of the Azanian
People’. which is of coume
not « socialist programme,
but in any case puts sociakism
on the agenda, On the other
hand the UD# has not cven
been abte to unite on the
Freedom Charter, the ANC's
1955 mauynifesto for an anti-
apartheid coelition.

W ready for joint

are

daml o weyghl only jesdto -

work with the UDF, but not
for a pdlitical zlliznce, be-
cuuse we reject collaboration
with the hberals,

- Conseyuently we rojected

the wisit of US Scnator Fd-.
wand  Kennedy which the
IDE welcomed. With (hat
st impartant copitalist cire-
es an the US and in South
Alricz itself wanted to push
the Botha government irto
reforms,

So is sacialism on the agends
in the consciousness of the
movement.s activists?

Quite definitely, Obvious-
!y most people have no scien-
tific, disciplined conception
of socialism, But since about
1980 most activists have been
clear that apartheid could
only be removed by socialist
salutions of some sort.

The trade unions on one
side, the commubnity organis-
alions, tenants’ organisations,
etc, on the other, are building
an organisational foundation
for a socialist mavement, -

It is still not a workers”
movement. There is still po
workers' party, but the foun-
dation for such a party has
already been extablished.

And some member otgani-
sations of the NF, like the
Black Alliance of Mining and
Construction  Workers® Un-
jons, have alrcady propressed
very far on the road to a soc-
ialist strategy.

As against that, the oid
and new ieflt belonging Lo the
UDF start from the jdea that
the movement should not go
beyond national and demo-
cratic goals - though there
are socialist-orientated organ-
isations affiliated to the UDF
100,

The bourgeois camp, interaa-
tionally and in South Africa
itself, is split in its attitude to
the Boths government, Some
bourgeois forces in the US
csli for s boycolt, How d¢o
you explain this?

The stratcgic situation in
South Africa is differently
assessed.

There are capitalist politi-
ctans who consider that the
Afriksner National party and
the Botha government are the
only force that can carry
through refortns ‘without en-
dangering the system itself.
Qlhers, further to the lef1,

Black sqrikers, Durban 1973

are on the contraty convinced
that such a reform can be
cartied through only by the
cooplion of the moderate
}eadership of the African nat-
ionalist movement. And these
forces, who are miming for a
new power bloc, propose an
¢conomic boycott,

Is such & reform solution pos-
sible, and iz there 8 socis)
basis for it?

Fven so far-reaching o con-
cession as legal eguality can
no ionger  integrate  the
blacks, above all the youth,

As against the national-
democratic  Lheoreticians of
the UDF it must be maintain-
ed that the revolution in
South Africa has a pcrmenpent
character,

The caste system indeed
implies that 'in time many

. oy
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more Jndians and Ceoloureds
can be politically neutralised
than blacks. The many black
collaborstors in the town-
ships show, however, that
fundamenlatly even classified
Blacks can be neutralised,

On the other hand the

youth of preciscly these inter- -
layers rejects this |

mediate
government and the new con-
stitution most sharply, and
takes part in the revolt. Other
than repression the gowern-
ment has no means to solve
the question of apartheid. It
does not have enough time.

1 believe that in the next

five or ten years the capitalist
powers of the West will see
themselves forced
the moderate wing of the
liberation movement  to
power somehow, as in Zim-
babwe. But the zrtempt to
put a limit to the movement
by that mcans will fail,

Of coursc we cannot pre-
dict how the revolution will
then proceed, but it is the
classic situation of a perman-
¢nl revolution,

s South Alrica on the eve of
tevalution?
In the Nationa! Forum we

hove Lricd (0 warn  against
two dungers since 983, 2
premalure upnsing  and 3

Lalin-Ameticanisahion of the
countiy Hulh arc now threat-
¢ning

1 wus ¢leer that d resolt
wuy coming 10 neast bein the
mivresl of the Botha povern-
ment 1o provoke @ premature
outbreal o the revoll, so as
1 stiile e quicker and ehmi-
nale alx leadership through a
wavt of arrests of through the
stale of cmctpency.

‘The precise mament may
not he tavourable for the
povernmient, hecausc 11 1§ in

to bring.

- a very difficult sitvation €co-
* nomically, But there can be
no doubt of the government’s
. preparedness to impose the
state of emergency.

This state of emergency
will not last very long, but in

- that time organisations will
. be destroyed or have their
leederships removed, and jt
. wil] take some years 1o build
‘them up =zgain, The aim of
the state of emergency is a
breathingspace in which the
so<called ‘reform movement®
canp be extended and the
black middle class acutrsl-
-ued, .
" The moderate leadership
of the Linited Dcmocratic
Front (UDF) did neot think
this wave of repression was
possible, It agsessed not only
the internations! situation
but elso the relation of forces
inside the country falsely and
expected that the government
wontd be forced into negolia-
tions. In reality we are mov-
ing towards Latin American
conditions.

That wmeans that the
regime allows a limited politi-
cal debate s as then to re.
move the teadership Lhat
shows 1tsclf openly, either
lepally  or illegally through
dezth-squads - 2s hys already
heguts with the murder of the
appasitional lawyer Victorta
Maenge.

The movement  shoudd
have preparcd atself for thes
Rur at s clear thay the UDIY
and also parts of the Nghiongl
forum and cven ithe unions
were nol guite prepared for
this wave of repressias.

The untons wall prahabty
wome out of it hest, hueoause
(hey hold hagk from
revolubionary  actavily

have only carmed on general
rolitical  education ;| among

their members.

But won't the bruial state
intervention jead to s further
politicisation and extension
of the revolt?

Politicisation, yes, but not
nccessarily an extension of

- the open revalt,

We gre in a situation very
similar to Northern Jreland,
The government can forget,
once and for all, the jdea of
bringing over the black youth
and the bleck popuiation to
their side: intcgration js ex-
cluded.

But the workers cannot
susiain an open revolt indefi-
nitely in South Africe any
more than they can any whese
else. There will continue to
be sporagdic revolts in the
1ownships.

)i we hed an army, as in
tran in 1979, that was recruit-
ed from the ‘sons of the
people’, then it wouid per-
haps be possibie 1oday to tak
about a successful revoiution,
Bud it will be years before we
have such a siualion. You
can't talk about a successful
revolution when you don't
Anow how Lo neufralise the
army and the burezucracy,
And they are stitl 577 white

The governient will pot
tet the proportton of blucks
rh the Slale apparatus INCredse
gquickly, because it knaws.
that is their pwn power-hase
Anvone who says thai a suc®
cessfyl revolution ¢ passahle
1 the nexl 1wo ar [hree ysan®.
Joes  not  understand - the
siuaton, .

)¢ would he dofferent il an
international war feutraliced
the army in South Africa and
gave us the opportunily 1o
vome to power But no neigh:
hourng state 35 Sirong enough
even {o  1hrcaten South
Alres




mmSouth Afncam

Sociatist Worker Review
has attacked Socialist
Organiser for proposing
that the South African
trades unions shotld
organise an independent
workers’ party, Tom
Rigby responds to Alex
Caflinicos,

Swcialist Worker Review bhas
launched an astack on Socialist
Organiser in response to our call
fur an independent workers®
purly in South Alrica. Alex
Callinicus wates:

“Any such quasi-syndiculist
sirategy Fails to cunfront the fact
that the nwss of black trade
uniunists are  likely to  look

+ Towurds either the ANC or the

black consciousness movement
for pulitical leadership. Alricaa
nativaalism can oaly be challen-
&od podnteally™”

Apart from the basic absueg-
Hy of describing a call fur the
formation of a political pacty
as  Csymdicabst . Callinicos™s
article bridgs out meorc or less
explicitly the
SWP's €Y.

Fur gnnlsl Worker (he only
way in which it is pussible to
<hallenge the leadership of the
muss movement — whether the
Latwwr Party in Britain, or South
Alrica’s ANC — is to build an
“slicrpative’  throu
vl propaganda and one-by-

wne  recruitmtent to a self-
pruclaimed “revolutionary”
party.

Necessary

Well, & revolutionary party is
necessary. in South Africa right
now  a working ¢lass revo-
fution is pussible according ta

the classic pahern of the perma-

bedrack of the

ow-

Phota: 1DAF

are seitled with the eationalist
arganisations like the ANC,
Ansthing other than what
Socialist Warker calls  “the
primitive  accumulation  of
cadres’” is pointless and a
diversion, The mass workers'

ﬂeﬂl “-a
in which the working class com-
bincs with and fvads the rucal
poor ina joint movement against
reuction in the course of which
the working dass fights for
wurkers' power, For this poten-
tial developmunt to become a
practical possibility, 2 cevo-
futivnary working dass party,
lix« rhe Bolshevik Party of Ltn'ln
and Trotsky, is necessary,
tragedy s that it doesn't ez:st
Yhat exisis in South Africa is
a Statinist party exetting a heavy
influence on the ANC. The
Stalinist party is upposed ta the
programme  of  immediate
steuggle for workers power in
South Africa, talking instesd of a
revolution by slages and secing
the “‘present stage’ as ore in
which the working class subor-
dinates ilself to middle class and
ather allies against apartheid,

Ruthing is more urgent for the
South Alfican werking  class
right row than to build a revolu-
tivnary working class
pitcty commitied to fight for 2
working dass revoletion as the
alicrnative to apartheid. But
huw can swh a party cmerge,
how can the small number of
aleeady conscivus Marxist revo-
lutionaries built t? 8y way of
cecruiting ones and oy in
debates with the ANC whose
political  lcadership of the
struggle is accepted “for now'"
— or by wuy of puinting out the
nocessary way forward for the
existing mays workers' organs
tsittons, the trade uniuns,
pulitically  challenging  the
Stalinis:s and natianalists and

nt must’ wait for the
cadres o be “accumulated”
before it ¢can go on {rom trade
unionism 1o palitics.

This is where Socialist
Warker misses the point, Social-
ist Orgasiser's call for the for-
mation of a workers' pany
points ta the vital next step in.
the development of the workess'
wmovement in South Alrica.

Only along that road ¢an the
existing workers' movement,
wirh all its existing unevenness
ard contradictions, develop.

The level of struggle is such
that the rade unions are being
drawa into palitics whether they
fike it or not. The question is —
will they be sucked in behind the
UDF and subordinated to its
cross-class alliance or are the
biack workers to build their own
indepeadent political voice?

[nspiring

Learn trom the expenence of
bistory, comrade Caifinicos!
Lok 21 the inspiring growth of
the Workers' Party of Brazil out
of the urduns. Or learn from the
books of the Marxisi movement
— for example, from the cail
raistd by the Marxists in the
USA that the new, vigomus
industrial unions created in the
19305 in great industrial batties
should ga on immediately to
form their own woeking class
party. Howcver himited such a
party would be at 1he beginning
by 1he political immaterity of the
wdrkers it would mark 2 giant
siep towards independent work-
ing ¢lass politics. The job of the
Marxists was lo help push the

Yy mave-
ment by way of lhat wark? The
implicit answer of Callinicos is
that we advocate the former
course. Nothing can be done
with the workers’ maovemeat
until the “political questions”

t forward acoding to
s own necessary ¢lass Jogic and
dymmic.

Engels
- Or i Trotsky in the "X
doesn’t impress you, remember

Frederick Engels back in the
4 When  the  Christian
Soctalist ILP ol Keir Haedy gt
going in 1893 Eagels argucd
that  serious  revolationarics
should gbundun the sectacian
Marxist pacty, (e Social Denws-
cratic Federation and juin the
iLP. This was the rea! trade
univn-based warkers” movement
moving iself furward, The job of
M.:nls!s was to Rhelp !hcm u:
**go thraugh the :xpcnences
with them and thus help the
mass working class movement
develop towards independent
revolusionary politics,

Defeatist

Caliinicos can sce dimly what
the probiem is. He taiks of a
basic identificalivn  with  the
ANC from ihe mass of the
workers being coupled with dis-
trust of the ANC from a large
section of the best militants. But
the solutiun he puts forward is
not an easwer {or the class and
the mwyenicnt as 2 whole. It is
the answer of a sectarian runn-
ing away from the mass warking
class movenwnt.

Callinicos is passively accept-
ing utterly defeatisl canclusions
that for the decistve next perind
the broad independent workers®
movement will be dominated by
the ARC.

He is accepling that ‘puli-
1ics' is the spheee of the middle
class nationalists and the CP
class  coliuboratiomint  ullis,
while a2 non-pfitical  drucke
union movement i all the work-
ing class can aspire (o,

All that is possible for reve-
lutionary socialists to (o butld o
tiny cadre organistion. In say-
ing this, Sociulist Worker are
detually running i parailel ©
the ANC/CP wha  have
devounced  people  dike  Joe
Foster, gencral secretary  of
FOSATU, the largest union fed-
eration, for questioning the idca
that the CP s the party uf the
working class.

There is 2 paraliel hetween
Socialist Workers's polities for
South Africa and ity politics for
Britain — right down {0 the way

their palines — untntenhionally
— parallel the Labour Pacty
right wing here,

Paratiels

Secialist Warker says to the
L Ft b0 de Laubour Party ““go on,
leave Laboue, pothing can be
dune e renke the mass lebour
mosveinent, We must stact from
and in duing  this.
Suociatist Worker uoawillingingly
wmlk bs the argoments of the
Labour Peay right wio say ‘get
oul’,

On this haongs an interesting
ool Supporters of  Sxialist
Waorker — indifferent alike to
the revent lessons of Brail and
o the classic posittons of the
Murxist  owwveniint  ~=  have
uvcused Socialist Otganiser of
fryving 1o visit (he st of the
British Jabour muvemwent on the
Swuth Aldcan warkers by way of
advecating  the creation of 2

Why a workers’ party?

Libous Puriy there. But it is
Sociglist Worker who scek 1o
1eansplany their own mini-seale
“hutld-the-seet” schemy i
South Afrca. And it 1s in South
Alvics — where nothing is more
urgent  thane e immediute
desclopimenr of working cless
pnln'u. rooted in the mass 1rade
union nevement — that the
iredevance and futility of these
politica  beannes  sclfevident
and blatuang,

Irrelevance

Think bt this. comrades in
Soctalist Workee, It is  ma
viwugh for Murxists simply 1o
build  up  an  organisation,
Fecruiting onc by one. Such 2
vadre ovgoenisation can be u
wastelul frrelevance. a2 miere
seet on the sidelines of history
unless b drms itself with, #nd
fighty vanstanity for 3 revolu-
tonrary perspective for the whale
sy warking clusy moveniet
— whether in Britain or South

Africa, The prime and wreplace-
shie job of revolutionaries is 1o
Rgeur up the mass nwvenem for
battle and in the course of tire
battles im{xmd Wi the Rl
nyevement win peuple [ revily
1 {33 [)U’!IICS\ not ]U.‘.vl in uncs
and twoy but in hundreds and
thousands.

Leadership

In Sowuth Alrica rhe situation
crics vut fur a workers” party v
tuke the Ivadership of the
sireggle  of  the  appressed
blacks. It cries ot fur 2 line of
watreh for the black wurking
tlass as a whole.

A revolutionary organisation
thal ceonat map o a line of
maeeh fur the class as 3 whole —
that can show no way of challen-
ging (he existing pationalisl and
Staliniye dcadership — such an
SrRENisation is Aot revalutionisy
as 3l

The third issoe of Socialisy Organiser magasine — which is devoted
W South Atrica — has been
““Workcers® Liberty™. Why Workers' Liberty? The name sums up our
politics and speits out what distnguishes Socialist Onganiscr

politically,

Liberty? Liberty feom evonomie explottation by capitalism, but
alsu frien state tycanny, Thl‘.' word has an archaic Heg o it
todity. O reason for this ts that the idea itsell has either been
duwngraded or cntirely excised by large seclions of the sweialist
NOVCRILDE 88 10 aspiration of seciutists, The Marxism of Mar and
Engels,Lepin und Trutsky stands for a working class revolu-
tion which wilt destroy the state and immediately abolish U1 in any-
thiny like the bureaseratic form it ussumes in vlass socicty, and
|n|mt_d1.1lciy fcpl.lcc il by & state of u new type, actively

4 and d by {he nrajority — ol a si2ie in the old
1y
sucicty evolves towards socialism.

This is encupsulated fur Workers” Libeety in 2 quote from Lenin on

bl.ﬂM. bul 2 sentistae

rge Jof the magiing:

TPhe workers, afier winning political power, will smash the vld
burcaucraic apparatus, shaiter i o its very toundations, and rase it
to the ground: they will replice it by & new oo, consisting of the
very sanwe workers und employees, against whose transformation
into buraucrats the neasures will 2l onve be luken which were
specified in detail by Marx and Engeis: 1) not only clection, but alwy
pay not 10 cxeeed that of 3 worker;
3} tinmediale introduction of tontrot and supervision by all. s that

reciit at any ume; 2)

given a name of its own:

will then wither and die as

oil may become Cbureaucrats’ for 2 fime. ond  that,
thercfore, nutudy may be able to become a ‘bureavceat’,”
Titere will be a1 hast one more issuc of  Workers

vhmy in 1985 and we bupe to bring il us{ every wo mwonths

beginning to Jitnuary 1980,

Workers'’
leerty

nacs B 1he ST

worha ™ Arics

| ot Imarsilon b $00

Workess' Liberty on South
Africa. 75p plus p&p from:
214 Sickert Court, Landon
N128Y.
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