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SOUTHALLwastheTories’
programme of law and
order in the flesh. In many
countries it is considered
nothing out of the way for
the police to kill people
when putting down a
derronstration or a strike.
The Tories’ plans for more
police power would be a
huge step towards bring-ing thatto Britain.

But it was under a
Labour Government that
Blair Peach was slaught-
ered by Tory law and order.
And the Labour Ministers
hurried to declare that they
were on the side of the
police, blamingall the viol-
ence ontheirvictims.

Former police chief Rob-
ert Mark denounced ‘un-
ion power’ only a few daysbefore Southall. Mark's
successor McNee_cert-
ainly has the same views,
probably in a_ cruder,
more right-wing form:
brutal, anti-union, racist.

The Labour Government
has just allowed men like
Mark and McNeeto build
up their forces, and sup-
ported them in every move
against pickets and pro-
testers.

The labour movement
has to stop this sinister
build-up of repression —

for the sake of the black
communities, for the sake
of picket lines, for the sake
of the whole future of the
movement. That's why we
say: Deny the Tories the
mandate theywantfor even
more police power. Vote
Labour. But fight to mobil-
ise the labour movement
against former Police Fed-
eration spokesman James
Callaghan and his cronies.
Demand Labour disbands
the SPG and orders an
open public inquiry into
the police action in Southall

* The Tories and law and
order: see centre pages.

   
 

Also see
. pages 2,

3 and 8  

SOCIALIST BEATENTO DEATH IN SOUTHALL

ASSASSINS
Blair Peach:socialist, trade unionist, anti-racistcampaigner 
 

 
DISBAND —
McNEE’S 

 
POLICE COMMISSIONER McNee’s blue-uniformed
army started its operation in Southall on Sunday, taking23 prisonersin thatbattle.

On Mondaytheir invasion went aheadfull-force. They
killed Blair Peach. They bludgeoned dozens of others.
They arrested hundreds. They blockaded the area. Vict-
orious, they established a reign of terror on theirfield of
battle — thestreets of Southall.

In quiet times the police seems to have the main
function of keeping thestreets safe. The huge invasion of
Southall gives the lie to that. The aim of the police in
Southall was to make the streets unsafe for anyone who
‘objected to the race-hate thugs of the National Front
being given a public hall in the middle of the Asian
community. Unsafefor all — deadly for Blair Peach.

Yes, the police will keep thestreets safe for the normal
businessof capitalist society. As soon as the pickets and
the anti-fascist protests threaten that normal business
ever so little, the police reveal themselves as the paid
thugsandkillersof theestablished order.

For workers resisting exploitation, for black communi-
ties refusing to submit passively to race-hate taunts and
violence, the police are nothing less than the invading
army of an alien social power — the social powerof the
capitalist bosses whoseinterests exploitation and racism
serve. Thestate is just the monopolyof legal violence.

Oncewestepoutside narrow limits, ‘the law’ does not
protect. It threatens andit kills. That’s what it was like
in Southall on Monday. It wasn't a mistake. It was the
logical, sooner-or-later inevitable result. of the police
rallying their forces — as they would never dofor ordin-
ary ‘crime control’ — in order to try to teach the Asian
workers of Southall whois boss.

To make the streets safe for us we must disarm, curb,
and break the power of McNee’s army.

* Disband theSpecial Patrol Group, the
elite anti-proteststorm troop which,
according to eye-witnesses, murdered
Blair Peach.
* Mobiliseagainst the Nazis. We must
be ten times more numerous,ten times
betterorganised. That’s theonly way to
forestall racist violenceand police
violence.
* Defend theblackcommunities.
 



 
 
 

Prentice’s
apprentices
ONE of the features of this

bee!election campaign has n
thetrundlingout ty the Tories
of Labour Party defectors who
announcetheirnew allegiance
to the Iron Lady and her
Policies, In succession we’ve
seen Richard Marsh, George
Brown, Eddie Griffiths, Lord
Chalfont and Paul Johnsonwheeled around to explain
theirconversion.

Pride of place, however,
oes to Reg ntice, former
bour cabinet minister and

Candidate for a safe Tory seat
at Daventry.

.‘Prentice represents a whole
era of right wing social democ-
rats who got rich on the back
of the labour movement with
lucrative positions in national-ised industries and public
institutions, commissions,
quangos and the like, with a

hthood or lordship thrown

elevation of these people went
@ growing demand among
those who had worked to put
themthere for greater accoun-
tabilityand for an end to the
life-tenure system of MPs and
union officials. In recent years
this tension has grown and
surfaced in battles in constit-
uencies like Lincoln, Sheffield
Brightside and Edgehill.

demand for ater
democratic control and more
rights for the rank and filepeais diametrically
opposed totheelitist conceptsoF Prentice. The fuss around
his late constituency of New-
ham North East really boiledoYeee ices.

campaign— has been usedB.many Tory meetings to m
the fleshof middle class voters
creep with tales of Marxists
taking over the Labour Party
and of Britain plunging to-
wards a_ totalitarian state
where trade unions behavelike
the secret police and small
businessmen are hounded to
extinction — thor to most
workers the case of Prentice is
more likely to personify the
rotten pro-capitalist turncoat
careerists and bureaucratsthat
crowd the top echelons of the
labour movement.

Little wonder there has been
a deafening silence from the
Labour leadership, crammed
as it is with people just as
committed to self-aggrand-
isement andaslittle interested

‘in the working class as Reg
|Prentice.

¥There is another reason why
Prentice, has been rewarded
with an embarrassed silence

in reply to his red-scare
ravings.When Prentice was making
frantic attempts to cling to his
seat in Newham, he got openCallaghan,i-ambacking

Reg Prentice

Healey, Rees and Shirley
Williams.The Labour left gave
tacit backing, and Michael
Foot was among those who
sent telegrams wishi him
luck in his battle against the
rank and file party members.
They can hardly come out now
and say that his actions since
then show how justified were
oe Recgle who chucked him
out

How many more Preutices
are we harbouring? How many— on perth * oewo! repeat: jits oO}
the former Labour Minister if
they were pushed off it?
How many MPs now in theSh on theyaeae and

at they can blithely ignore
the wishes of both their CLPs
and Partyconference? —_.

The answeris that a great
many of our candidates fit
this description only too
closely. O’Halloran in Isling-
ton North, Sandelson in Hayes
and Harlington, McNally in

rt South, are only the
tip of a big blue iceberg. And
up wherethegravy is thickest,
among the governmental
careerists, sit those most likely
to follow Prentice rather than
lose theirfat salaries.

We should give the Tory
candidate for Daventry a veryrough ride indeed — and
demand that the Labour lead-
ership repudiate Prentice for
theturncoat thathe is.

Raise this issue with your
candidate: it is above all the
issue of accountabilityto the
labour movement.

KEITH VENESS

 
THE NEWSthatthe Northern
District post office, in Isling-
ton, London, has collected£1350 for the National Frontelection campaign raises the

uestion: what are the leader-
8 m4 of the Union of Post
Office Workers (UPW) doingabout Nazis in the union? The
UPW nationally has failed to
support the Anti Nazi League,and despite protestations of
anti-racism by UPW General
Secretary Tom Jackson no
campaign has yet been launch-
ed against theNF.

Underelection law, election
addresses are delivered free
of charge by the post office.
This means that postal work-
ers will be expected to deliver
NFelectionliterature. The un-ion leadership has done no-thingaboutthis.

TRADITIONALLY, Asian
and West Indian voters in
Britain support the Labour
Party. A February 1978 sur-
vey found that 95% of West
Indians and 92% of Asians
preferred Labour to the
Tories, while the figure was
only 44%for whites.

It is not difficult to see
why. Racism underlies the
entire Tory policy on im-
migration, even if it is usu-
ally painted over to look
respectable for public con-
sumption. During the elect-
ion campaign Thatcher has
publicly defended last year’s
notorious speech where she
spoke of ‘fears’ of areas of
Britain being ‘swamped’ by
‘alien’ cultures.

Even middle class Asians
and West Indians tend to
vote Labour, despite Tory
attempts to appeal to themas
being natural allies of the
bosses. When fascist thugs
attack you in. the street
they go by the colour of yourskin, not by your social
origin. And Thatcher’s
speeches, which suddenly
made respectable the open
racism associated with Pow-
ell and the National Front,
gave a massive boost to the
racist thugs.

But the Labour Govern-
ment has not been much
better. They have polic-
ed the racist 1971 Immigra-
tion Act, and watched on
as police harassment of
Asians and West Indians

  
has been stepped up unde

The branch secretary of the
Northern District Office, Brian
Stovell, commented that he
and the UPW were totally
opposed to the NF and their
olicies, but they could not
e banned as theynow eataeiticaled to be a legitimate po

party.
The London District Council

of the UPW and Post Office
Workers Against The Nazis
[POWAN]have not been pre-pared to accept this as an ex-
cuse for doing nothingagainstthe NF in this election. The
London a Council rocome out openly in support o:
the Anti Nazi League and has
distributed both ANL litera-
ture and the book ‘Blood on
the Streets’ produced by Beth-
nal Green and Stepney Trades

the guise of looking for illeg-
al immigrants.

Last year’s Select Com-
mittee Report on Immigra-
tion and Race Relations,
which called for quotas ag-
ainst Asian immigrants,
apartheid-style pass laws
and stricter enforcement of
the already brutal 1971 Act,
was signed by five Labour
MPs. One of them was Sid
Bidwell, ‘left-wing’ Labour
MPfor Southall. What bett-
er encouragement could the
racists have than to see even
the people they denounce as
‘communists’ pinning the
blame for racism not on the

‘racists,but on the Asian and
blackcommunity.

Despite traditional sup-
port for Labour, and espec-
ially in the light of last
weekend’s events (2Ist-
22nd), feeling is running
high in the Asian commun-
ity against a vote for Lab-
our. Many people are asking
why on earth they should
vote for the people who send
the police to attack them,or
for a disgusting hypocrite
like Bidwell in Southall.

Socialists have nothing
but sympathy for this feel-
ing. The record of the Labour
Government is racist, and
we can have nothingbut con-
tempt for people who j|do
absolutely nothing to com-
bat racism and then turn on
black and white anti-racists
when they take matters into
their own hands.

But the problem is _poli-

tical.
paign for a Labour Victory
calls for a Labour vote — not
to support Callaghan and
Healey,
everything they stand for

Council.
POWANargues that “Blood

on the Streets’ provides evid-
ence that racist propaganda
leads to racist violence. In a
leaflet it points out that under
the Race Relations Act it maybe possible to challenge and
prevent the distribution of NF
election material. (In Stepney
the Post Office has already
forced Martin Webster to re-
write his address because an
advert on it contravened theeaeof the: People

ct).
POWAN iscalling on postal

worers not ‘‘to be stooges for
the NF’’, and asking them to
thinkcarefully aboutthedistri-
bution of racist literature (to
call simply for a refusal might
lead to prosecution).

The Socialist Cam-

but to eliminate

from the labour move-
ment. The best way to do
thatis to have them in office,
where* they cannot hide be-
hind a screen of left wing
opposition to the Tories.

Labour is supported by
the working class, even if
the politics of its leaders are
those of the bosses. A vote
for Labour is a class vote
against the Tories — the
open party of theemployers.

But just to vote Labour is
not enough. That is why we 

Southall’sLabour MP, SidBidwell, denouncedtheNF

GPO: Stamping on the NF
It is time the union leader-

ship took a clear and unequi-
vocal lead in opposing the NF
presence in the Post Office
and upp all moves toban the handling of NF elect-
ion material. ey should
mount a campaign to elimin-
ate the fascist presence in the
union andto tackle the racism
of white workers.

No more token speeches,
must bethemessage to peoplelike Tom Jackson. Use yourposition to effectively opposethe racists and eliminate the
NF. The Northern DistrictHes should be a warning to
us all.

ALAN CRISP
(Secretary, POWAN,Asst.

Branch Secretary, UPW LOT 2
— ina personal capacity).

Vote Labour,fight racism
organised the SCLV— to use
the election campaign to
fight the right wing policies
of the leaders, to get the
arguments over to as many
workersas possible.

An abstention in the elect-
ion cannot do ‘that. It does
not organise against the rac-
ists, it merely reacts against
them. tWe need to organise ag-
ainst the racists, to hammer
home to every worker in
Britain that racism is the
problem, not race, and to
wipe out the smearof racism
that stains the labour move-
ment.

_

GORDON BREWER

f

meeting in Southall...but he signeda report callingfor the
racist immigration laws to be madestricter. 

Whatwe are fightingfor
* Free abortion and contraceptionon demand. Women’s* No more wage curbs! No more strike-breakingby

Labour! equalright to work, and full equality for women.    Wagerises should at theVeryleastkeep up withprice
increases. The same should gofor state benefits,grants and
pensions. Demand immediate wage increases backdatedto
makeupfor thedrop in our living standards overthelast
threeyears.

* Start improving thesocial services ratherthancutting
them.Stop cuttingjobs in thepublic sector.

* End unemployment. Cut hours not jobs — share the
work with noloss of pay. Start now witha 35-hour week and
an end to overtime.

* All firms threateningclosure should be nationalised
underworkers’control.

* Makethebosses pay, not theworkingclass! Millions
for hospitals, not a penny for ‘defence’! Nationalisethe
banksand financialinstitutions withoutcompensation. End
the interest burden on council housing and otherpublic
services.

*Freeze rents and rates.
* Scrap all immigration controls. Race is not a problem;

racismis. The labour movementmust mobiliseto drive the
fascists off thestreets.

Purgeracistsfrom positions in thelabour movement.
Organise full support for blackself-defence.
o¢
* Thecapitalist police are an enemyfor the working

3class. Support all demands to weaken them as thebosses
striking force: dissolution of special squads (SPG, Special
Branch, MI5, etc.), public accountability,etc.

 
* The Irish people — as a whole — should have theright

to determine theirown future. Get the British troops out
now! Repeal thePreventionof TerrorismAct. Political
statusfor Irish republican prisoners as a matter of urgency.

* Theblackworkingpeople of SouthAfricaand Zimbab-
we should getfull support from the British labour movement
for their strikes, struggles, and armed combat against the
white supremacist regimes. South Africangoods and servic-
es should beblacked.
e¢
x It is essential to achievethefullest democracy in the

labour movement. Automaticre-selection of MPs during
each parliament,and the election by annual conferenceof
party leaders. Annualelection ofall trade unionofficials,
who should be paid theaveragefor the trade.

ee
* The chaos, waste, human suttering and misery of

capitalism now — in Britain and throughouttheworld —

showtheurgent need to establish rational, democratic,
human control over the economy,to make thedecisive
sectors of industry social property, under workers’ control.

The strengthof the labour movementlies in the rank and
file. Our perspective must be workingclass action to raze
the capitalist system downto its foundations, and to puta
workingclass socialist system in its place — ratherthan
havingour representatives run thesystem and waiting for
the crumbsfrom thetable of the bankers and bosses.

WE SET UP the Socialist
Campaign for a Labour Vic-
tory so that the left would
not be foot soldiers for
Callaghan in the generalel-
ection campaign.

An election victory for
the Tories would be a de-
feat for the working class.
But votes for Labour on the

_basis of approving Callagh-
an‘s record would also re-
present a defeat.

Too often Labour left
wings have put forward
their militant (or not-so-
militant) policies but shelv-
ed them when the call
came:all pull together ag-
ainst the Tories. They have
contented themselves with
vague hopes that the poli-
cies they plead for will per-
colate through somewhere,
somehow, some time.

The SCLV aims to fight
for its policies, in debate
within the labour move-
ment and in action, now.
Wepress for CLPs (four of
which have sponsored our
Campaign) to throw them-
selves actively into the
class struggle. We organ-
ise local groups, Meetings,
leaflets, posters. We fight
for the Party democrati-
cally to decide its election
manifesto, and for CLPs de-

mocratically to decide their
election addresses and
leaflets.

This activityprovides the
only forthright working-
class answerto the capital-
ist principlesso aggressive-

|

ly preached by the Tories.
And it ensures that the
voice of socialism is not
drownedout by Callaghan-
ite pro-capitalist ‘modera-
tion’.

We ask for support and
cooperation from those who
agree with our platform —

and also from those who,
without accepting the full
platform, are willing to
campaign with us round
specific issues.

Support us by selling Se-
cialist Organiser, by join-
ing your local SCLV group
or starting a new one, by
inviting SCLV speakers to
your CLP, LPYS or trade
union branch and getting
them to sponsor the Cam-
paign.

Socialist Organiser is publ-
ished by the Socialist Cam-
paign for a Labour Victory,

|

5 StamfordHill,London N16.
Printed by AnvilPress {TU}.
Signed articles do not nec-
essarily represent the point
of view of theSCLV.
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LEICESTER WASseenas a
stronghold by the National
Front threeyears ago. In the
1976 council elections the
fascists got 20% of the vote
and almost won one ward.

In 1974 they were actually
able to lead white workers at
the Imperial Typewriters
factory into opposinga strike
led by Asian workers.

The NF’s influencé has
declined since 1976, their
electoral support fell by over
a third in 1977, and -anti-
fascists and Asian youth
have vigorously opposed
their attempts to keep up a
public presence.

The NF planned their
march in Leicester on April
21st as a way of showing
they still had a ‘stronghold’
and to intimidate the black
community

Thefascists’ plan did not
come off. Despite a 5,000
strong police guard, their
march got only 50 yards
before being attacked by
anti-fascists and black youth

who had broken through the
police cordons. As the fasc-
ists and their police body-
guards faltered in panic
under a hail of bricks and
stones, their. plan to march
through ‘the Highfields area
(where many Asians_live)
was scrapped. The Front
were forced to scurry along a
half-mile route straight to
the school where they
planned to meet. There they!
were surrounded by almost
all the police who had been
drafted into Leicester.

The anti-fascists succeed-
ed in disrupting the Front’s
plans despite a_ split-off
march organised bytheLeic-
ester Council for Community
Relations and the Commun-,
ist Party which marched in
the opposite direction.

Police hemmed anti-
fascist demonstrators into
back streets and unprovoked
‘snatch squad’ arrests soon
broughtretaliation. As anti-
fascists held off the police
attacks with stones,—riot

FASCISTSON THE
RUNINLEICESTER

shields were used in charges
to push demonstrators back.
Police vans were driven athigh speed through the
crowds trying to sufround
the Wyggeston school where
the fascists were meeting.

At the end of the day,thepolice unleashedhalf a dozen
police dogs onto a crowd.
The dogs gave at least two
demonstrators leg wounds
needing stitches before a
mobile TV crew began film-
ing one of the injured and
the dogs werecalled off.

There were over 40
arrests, the majority anti-
fascists charged under sect-
ion five of the Public Order
Act with threatening behay-
iour. The chairman of the
magistrates’ court where
they appeared on Monday
23rd was George Bromley
JP, the TGWU negotiator
who worked with the racist-
led white workers at Imperial
Typewriters to isolate the
Asian strikers in 1974.

NIK BARSTOW

  
 

7.
SCLYV supporter Satnam Gill

atold Socialist Organiser:
‘*Thelocal Asianoeand organisationslike the Ind-

ian Workers’ Association had
made an agreement with the
police for a peaceful demon-
sttation to Ealing Town Hall
to protest against the Tory
council’s decision to give the
NFa platform.“Shortly after the demon-
stration started in the after-
noon, it was confronted by a
police cordon. It becameclear
that virtually every access

oint to the Town Hall had
een sealed by lines of police

with horses and dogs. Ob-
viously, frustration and tens-
ion ran high.

“The police had reneged on
their agreement. Then they
began trying to disperse the
demonstrators, who were

Violenceflared.
:“T saw an Asian woman in

her fifties pushed to the
ground after pane told to
move on outside her own

» nouse. He husband, who pro-tested, was given a bloody
nose and draggedinto a police
van.

“Callaghan and others
claim that the demonstration
and the violence was the work
‘of ‘outsiders’. -Well, in this
case the demonstration was
overwhelmingly Asian in
composition, with only a few
hundred white anti-fascists.

“It was difficult for people
to get into Southall because
public transport had been halt-
ed, partly through the strike,

mostly Asian and of all ages..

artly through the streets
eing blocked. The nearest

access point to my know-
ledge was Hanwell, some two
milesaway.

“Truncheons and_ riot
shields were wielded freely.
Stone throwing and smoke
bombs were a legitimate re-
sponse to this violence. The
crowd wasalso angered by the
unprovoked attacks on the de-
monstration held the previousday to protest against the fasc-
ists being given a platform to
spew out their race-hatred
in a predominantly Asian
community.

‘The NF are the real cause
of the violence. In this case
they were backed up by the
forces of the state. In fact I
even saw three army vans
arrive near the Town Hall
early in themorning’.

THE
POLICE
IN
FULL
FORCE

A\imy vans at thelown He 
continued
from back page

clearly out to show who
Vishnu

Sharmaof the Indian Work-
Association (Southall)

Monday’s.
the

police state; more accurately,
the veil

repressive
hard core of capitalist power

wields the power.

ers’
has said that
events foreshadowed

they tore away
concealing the

in parliamentaryBritain.
Revealed, too, was the

seething anger of a ghetto
population who, deprived

 

of effective political leader-
ship and organisation, re-
acted as the oppressed have
done across the world from
Notting Hill to Watts — by
rioting on a massive scale.

Black and white youth,
young women and young
workers bearing the brunt
of state repression; the
elders; the shopkeepers
and the community leaders
preaching calm and’ wishing
that it all might not be hap-
pening; fascists skulking
behind police —_cordons:
there in all their bold relief

were the contours of many
battles to come.

More than 300 persons
were arrested on that day,
and we can expect reprisals
in the courts. Socialist Org-
aniser is launching an em-
ergency appeal to

the victims of Southall and
Leicester. Since the °30s and
beyond the state hastried to
bankrupt the  anti-fascist
fighters. They failed before,
and they must fail again.
Rush all you can to SCLV,
5 Stamford Hill,London N16.

help.
-cover the costs and fines of

  TheNF's
‘public’
rallies

ON FRIDAY 19th April the
National Front got their long-proclaimed wish to hold a
meeting in Islington Town Hall
= the day of Hitler’s birth-

ay. ’

The NF owetheir victory to
Gerry Southgate, leader of
Islington's bour-controlled

il. Islington normallyhas a policy of refusing council
meeting rooms for the NF,
but Southgate said that — be-
cause of the Representation of
the People Act — he could not
refuse the National Front the
use of theTown Hall during an®
election period.

About 1000  anti-fascists
turned up to show their dis-

st, and were met by man
thousands of police surround:
ing the hall protecting the
fascists. 29 Labour councillors
issued a statement condemn-
ing Southgate’s decision.

Only about 30 counter-
demonstrators were allowed

‘| into the meeting, even thoughtherewere 150 empty seats.
About 100 National Front

supporters were present,mostly rabidly racist youngthugs. National Front bullyboys lined the rows, shoutingabuse, particularly at one
blackcomradeintheaudience.

Unfortunately, I'm unable
to report on the star: speaker
of the evening, John dall.
At the sight of their leader,
the NF were unable to restrain
themselvesany more.

A frou of Front thugs,inclu Poseawep Hackney
fascist Derek Day,attempted
to physically assault re-
move one comrade from the
hal]: a punch-up followed in
which most of the anti-fascistsa3toleave, adcampaign is now beingmounted to get Southgate to
resign and to make sure
that Islington town hall is
never again used by theNF.

CLARE RUSSELL
CORO

TO THEIR credit, Brent's
Labour Council have decided
to continue their volley of
banning the National Front
from council premises during
the election period.

Despite advice from theWembley police that the NF
meeting would be ‘open to the
public’ and should ahead,
the Council decided to chall-
enge the Representation of the
People Act on the basis that
entry would be restricted to
fascists and a few token
membersof thepublic.

The fascists have threat-
ened to take the Council to
court and get the election de-
clared null and void, but the
Labour Group is determined
to stand firm.

FRANKHANSEN
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Dissolve continued from'p.8

fear on their faces, ‘that
would have been an incite-
ment to the bloodthirsty
bully-boys of the National
Front.

Balraj Singh, of the South-
all Youth Movement, speak-
ing at a press conference
called immediately after
last week’s Southall events,
summed up the importance
of driving the fascists off
the streets: ‘‘We did it for
our community in other parts
of this country. If the Nat-
ional Front can come here,
there is no safe place for
our community’’.

And far from what the
Evening Standard says, and
far from what the Prime Min-
ister and others say, it was
the Asians of Southall who
above all fought to stop the
National Front holding its
meeting and who bore the
bruntof the police frenzy on
Monday.

In reality there were three
demonstrations in Southall.

There was one bythe Nat-
ional Front — they were
trying to demonstrate that
they can screech their race-
hatred with impunity in
Southall, one of the biggest
concentrations of Asian
immigrants,

There was the demonstra-
tion of the anti-racists —

they were trying to show
that there is only one way of
dealing with the Front, and
that is by organising the
working class and the black
community to defend itself
by driving the fascists off
the streets.

And there was the demon-
stration of the police. They
were trying to prove (after
they were made to look fool-
ish at Leicester) that only a
strong police force can pro-
tect the system from

_
its

enemies, andthatthatpolice
force will not tolerate any
otherorganisedforce.

The police were not ‘just
defending free speech’. Anti-
fascists in the NF meeting at
Islington Town Hall the prey-

ious Friday, or ‘Troops Out’
marchers in Glasgow on Sat-
urday, did not get thousands
of police protecting them
when they were attackedby right-wingers.

At Islington, Leicester,
Southall and Plymouth, the
fascists have suffered de-
feats. They have been easily
outnumbered by anti-fasc-
ists, although their numbers
were boosted in each case by
bussing in the faithful from
long distances away. But the
other people who have been
defeated are the pacifists
and conciliators — from the
Church’ to the Communist
Party. These people have
been urging ‘restraint’
and ‘moderation’, ‘good will’
and ‘impartial policing’,
prayer or whatever
heaven is based on. Along
with conservative-minded
community leaders they
all counsel! steering clear of
the fascists.

Yet every time there is an
incident like that at Southall
or at Leicester, or in 1977 at

else
|

Lewisham and in Haringey,
more and more people come
to see the need for militant
workers’ and black self-
defence. And the more there
are of us, and the better org-
anised we are, the more
racist violence and_ police
violencewillbe curbed.

At the press conference
given by the Joint Co-Ordin-
ating Committee of Southall
Organisations, Balraj Singh
of the Southall Youth Move-
ment. put forward four
demands:

@ Blair Peach’s murder-
ers must be broughtto
justice

@ All charges against de-
monstrators to bedropped.

@ An independentpublic
inquiry into the police action
on the 23rd.

@ Support for Saturday’s
march through Hoxton.

We should also demand
the immediate dissolution of
the Special Patrol Groups,
and defend our right to de-
monstrate, against any state
bans on marches.

or 
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~Thelaw...
— BY ANDREW HORNUNG —

THE POLICE Federation is
spending £21,000 on news-
Paper advertisements. Under
big ‘Law and Order’ head-
lines, theadvertisementcalls
on all General Election can-
didates to ‘upholdthe rule of
law and support the police in
theirefforts to apply it’.

The Police’ Federation
wants a restorationof powers
to the Juvenile Courts and
improvements in_police
manning, equipment and
training.

For young people whofall
foul of thelaw, the cops want
more courts and punishment,
Jess care and counselling.

The advert went into every
big-circulation paper except
the pro-Labour Daily Mirror
on April 20th. The previous
day, the papers carrie
reports of Sir Robert Mark’s
article in Security Gazette.

The ex-Commissioner of
the Metropolitan Police —

these days better knownfor
his idiotic tyre advertise-
ments: — denounced the
unions.

‘Not only do they enjoy a
high degree of immunity
from the law’ he stated,
adding his voice to the
chorus of Tory unionbashers,
‘in any critical situation in

-which the law does not
support them,the Govern-

mentof the day — their part-
ner or their puppet, accord-
ing to your view — declares
its intention to change the
law in theirfavour.

‘This is not unlike the way
in which the National Social-
ist German Workers’ Party
achieved unrestricted control
of the German State between
1930 and 1938.’

The~ Anti-Nazi League
gave the briefest and best
answer to this nonsense:
‘The German Nazi state was
a police state, not a trade
union state, which seems to
have escaped Sir Robert’. In-
deed the Nazi state smashed
and then outlawed the trade
unions, imprisoning trade
unionofficials andactivists.

According to Mark, social-
ism was alright years ago,
but now ‘its original intent-
ion to eradicate poverty and
to achieveequality of opport-
unity has given wayto a del-
iberate policy of egalitarian-
ism...’ And whatare the evil
methods of this evil policy?
Inco.ne tax, the National
Health and the erosion of
private schooling.

The only force capable of
stopping this slide into egal-
itarianism is the police. “The
police are now the most im-
portant public Service of our
time; not simply thief-takers
but, more importantly, the

shock absorbersby which the
impact of social change is
alleviated’.

Noneof this rubbish about
the police being non-political
here: Mark advertises the.
Tories as blatantly as he
plugstyres.

The next day, a similar
message came from top
judge Lord Denning.

Denning,who overthelast
few years has been doing his
best to twist the law against
pickets and strikers, claimed
in a speech in Ontario that
‘the trade unions represent
the greatest challenge to the
rule of law’.

Mark’s whacky notions
rather embarrassed the
Tories. But both Denning
and Mark gavea boostto the
anti-union and police-power
themesoftheTory hustings.

Speaking on 19th April,
Margaret Thatcher said her
aim would be a ‘barrier of
steel’ on law and order —

directed first and foremost
against pickets. When the
Tories talk about law and
order, their aim is not to
protect the weak and vulner-
able. Their aim is to streng-
then the arm of Tory judges
(like Denning),andTory pol-
icemen (like Mark) against
workers fighting for their
rights. Their aim is to protect
upperclassprivilege.

Robert Mark,former top cop now
bashin
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 dgeon warpath..eandunionwreckers
  

by
GORDON BREWER
THE TORIESstarted their
union-bashing election cam-
paign with a spate of attacks
on the ‘small minority of
wreckers’ whoterrorise the
good people of Britain by
picketing,

_
demonstrating,

going onstrike and engaging
in sundry other anti-social
activities.

But who are these wreck-
ers? Are they a tiny band
whohaveit in for everything
decent in our civilisation, or
were Thatcher and her
cronies merely making a veil-
ed attack on every worker
who dares to take action
against the bosses?

Thatcherspilledthe beans
in a speech at Gravesend on

April 17. In the course of a

speech on Tory policy on the
unions, she got so upset by

 

the thought of the wreckers
lurkingin the poresofsociety
that she departed from her
text to express her woes.

‘There are a few wreckers
in society. They are the ones,
so manyof them, who do go
on strike, who do indulge in
secondary picketing and
have demarcation disputes.’

Well may Thatcher be
worried. These wreckers inc-
rease their numbers in the
courseof a single sentence!

But there was worse to
come. For not only can the
wreckers cause havoc, they
can doit quite legally. ‘Some
of these wreckers even have
the law on their side and we
cannotget at them.”

So, who does Thatcher
wantto ‘get at’? She answer-
ed the question herself. Not a
‘small minority’, but every
member of a trade union,
everyone who ‘does go on
strike’, who pickets and who

takes on.theboss.
Of course Thatcherwillnot

openly say that she wants
strikes to be made illegal.
The simple reason is that the
powerof the unions prevents
her even daydreaming about
forcing that through. But the
Tories are out to attack the
unions, as much as they can
get away with. And that is -

what is behindall the clap-
trap about ‘a small minorjty
of extremists’.

 

 
by
GEOFF BENDER

THE campaigning speeches
of Margaret Thatcher re-
veal thementalityof the Tory
leadership and the grim
prospect of a future Tory
government. Despite the
flowingphrases,full of moral
uplift for the flower-hatted
Tory ladies, the underlying
toneis oneof threat.
_

For Thatcher, the country
is going to the dogs. Trade
unions and the state have
robbed individuals of init-
iative, money and rights. She
and the Tory party will
halt ‘‘the slither and slide to
the socialist state’’.

This slithering andsliding
is being presided over by
Callaghan — whois guilty of
‘ta summons to apathy, a
clarion call for inertia and
indolence’’, and at the same
time ‘‘at the mercy of forces
within the Labour Party

255
v

by
COLIN FOSTER

ACCORDINGto George Gale
in the DailyExpress: ‘‘Those
without ancestrally firm
party allegiancewill split two
ways: the brave and intelli-
gent will vote for Thatcher,
the fools and cowards will
cleave to Callaghan’’.

‘‘She is passionate about
her politics’’, writes Mr
Gale, ‘‘and menare fright-
ened by passionate women’’,

Mr Gale reckons himself
brave enough not to be
frightened... and intelligent
enough to spin out this sort
of pro-Tory razzamatazz into
an Express front page article
without once mentioning any
of the Tories’policies.

It should earn Mr Gale
some sort of ‘Tory Hack of
the Year’ award. He manag-
ed to suggest that women
voting Tory would be striking
a blow for the rights of their
sex, that men voting Tory
would be courageously re-
jecting stick-in-the-mudcom-
placency,and all without any
tiresometroubling with facts
or political issues.

Not all the press succeeds
so well in packagingthe Tory
messageofelitism, exploita-
tion and privilege and pre-
tending that any attempt to
change the system is soft-
headed nonsense.

They say another Labour
Government would mean
Britain becoming ‘‘like Com-
munist East Germany”
(Mail, 19th). As Margaret
Thatcher explained to the
Mail (17th): in ‘‘an entrench-
ed Socialist Britain in 1984"’,
“the House of Lords would
have lost what powersit still
has... That is the whole of
their tactics. Leave the
facade of democracy and re-
movethesubstance..,”’

So the substance of demo-
cracy, for the Tories, is the
House of Lords! No wonder
they think socialists will do
away withdemocracy.
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held back by old loyalties’
she attacks “‘the officious,jargon-filled, intolerant
socialism practised by Lab-
our... from flyingpickets, the
kangaroo courts, the merci-
less use of closed shop
power, and all the other ugly
apparatus which has been
strapped like a harness on
oir people and our coun-
EY. 37?

She imagines hordes of
Labour supporters ready to
defect to the Tories because
of Labour’s ‘extremism’,
rather than thousands who
will stay at home because of
Callaghan’s ‘moderation’.

In Birmingham, invoking:
the memories of Disraeli and
Joseph Chamberlain, she
offered the Tory’s ‘wind of
change’ as the answer to
industrial decline. Tax cuts,
the restoration of incentive,
these are her magic form-
ulae. ‘‘No blueprints, no
planning agreements, no
strategies, no working part-
ies — just that revolutionary

» idea — private enterprise’,

ss barons’
story out of Newham North
East.

On Sunday 8th the Social
Democratic Alliance, a tiny
crackpot right-wing Labour
group, attacked 43 supposed-
ly left-wing MPs as extrem-
ists. The Express (9th)
put it on their front page:‘Labour’s Danger Men’. On
the 11th their front page was
‘The Red Face of Labour’,
claiming the Labour Mani-
festo was a ‘‘carbon copy’’
of the. Communist Party’s.

Andon that basis the idea
that Labour is almost in the
grip of ‘extremists’ becomes
an obvious truth for the Tory
press — just stated as such,
or backed up with such auth-
oritative evidence as Chinese
government statements
(Sun, 20th) or ‘‘common
knowledge’’. But the idea is
always kept just vague
enough that no-one will
take it literally enough to
look at the ‘‘evidence’’
closely.

As Keith Waterhouse
pointed out in the Mirror

. (19th):

ng up for old
ned socialism?

says Thatcher on unemploy-
ment.

Funny how many firms
based on‘private enterprise’have gone broke and been
prepared to accept state
handouts... even under Tory
governments.

Thatcher’s concern for
freedom seemsto take a nose
dive when she broaches the
subject of law and order, The
only areas in which public
spending and the extension
of state power is acceptable,
it seems,is in its repressive
role. While other forms of
state intervention are waste-
ful and stifle individual in-
itiative, the police and armyapparently guarantee our
freedom.

She attacks the Labour
ministers for attending pick-
et lines, Labour backbench-
ers for criticising the police,

‘and both for their silence
“when confronted with
flying— and violent — pick-
ets’’. This, she says, ‘‘gives
the green light to lawless
methods right through in-

“It’s curious thatwhen the
Tories look back with nost-
algia it’s never at their own
golden age — when, as I
understand it, you could get
a day’s work out of a miner
and still have change out of
half a crown — but at
Labour’s.

“They are forever talking
about how jolly it all was
when the Labour Party was
run by moderates instead of
Marxist rabble like Jim
Callaghan.

“Older readers will re-
member those moderate
days — when Labourdid no-
thing more radical than nat-
ionalising the railways, the
coal mines, the Bank of Eng-
land, Cable and Wireless,
the steel industry, and road
haulage’’.

The picture that comesto-
getherfrom the Tory pressis
of a Labour Party led byself-
seeking muddlers, controll-
ed behind the scenes by
ruthless extremists, which
will lead us to Quangoland
and/orto Stalinism.

The blurring in the picture

dustry’.
Warming to the subject,

Thatcher told a Birmingham
audience: ‘‘In their muddled
but different ways the
vandals on the picket lines
and the muggers on our
streets have got the same
confused message. ‘We want
our demands met — or
else’....”’

She struck the same note
in Cardiff: ‘'At least they’ll
never attack the judges,
people said. But they have.
...

At least they won’t
support violent mass pick-
eting. But they did. At least
they won’t let militants close
hospitals... But they did that
too. Five years. ago these
things would have seemed
incredible’.

Five years ago, when the
miners had thrown out the
Heath Government _—

moderate in comparison to
what Thatcher promises —

the prospect of a future Tory
Government with Thatcher
at its head also seemed
incredible.

is essential: the aim is to
combine Trotskyists, Stal-
inists, militant strikers, State
bureaucrats, and union lead-
ers all in one composite
image of the would-be Soc-
ialist Tyrant. And no account
of what the Reds actually
want, let alone any argument
as to why it should be a bad
thing if Britain went Red, is
ever presented: the issue is
‘moderate’ versus ‘extrem-
ists’, andit is to be taken for
granted that these ‘extrem-
ists’ are bad. ‘

Just as the reds are almost
overrunning Parliament, un-
ion power is almost over-
running industry. For the
Mail (12th), ‘‘union tyranny
and union abuse of power’”’ is
the big issue of the election;
Paul Johnson explains that
present-day society is ‘‘poss-
essed by devils’? — ‘‘wage-
claims, destructive strikes,
union power’’.

Like the Red Bogeyman,
the trade union devil is in-
visible. But it’s there, hiding
behind the apparently not-
so-sinister activity of trade
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Thatcher’s speeches: moralupliftfor Tory ladies in flowery
hats, threatsagainst the unions

unionists on the factory
bench next to you. If you
don’t stick strictly to the
narrow path of virtue, the
Satanic impulse to demand
higher wages could even
possessyou.

The Sun rammedthepoint
home with a full-page rant
(18th) against idle workers
— Britain’s ‘‘biggest bug-
bear’’. Old machinery, lack
of investment — that, ac-
cording to the Sun, is due to
profits not being fat enough.
For the Sun, there can’t be
any real investment without
fat profits, any more than
there can be real jobs. To
set unemployed engineers
to make new machines,
undera socialist plan of pro-
duction, would violate the
laws of nature.

It did not need much in-
sight on the part of the Daily
Mirror for it to be able to
publish an editorial (17th)
explaining why the rest of
the big-circulation dailies
are so keen on Toryism and
profit-making. The Sun is

d scare
Rupert Murdoch. The Ex-
press is run by Tory profit-
eer Victor Matthews. The
Mail is the property of Tory
profiteer Lord Rothermere.

The Mirror is also owned
by big business — Reed In-
ternational — and there is
nothing very left wing in its
stand. It backs Labour, but
on the grounds that the Gov-
ernment has been ‘‘standing
up to the unions,in one disp-
ute after another’’.

The Mirror is a good deal
less zany than the Tory
press. On the face ofit, it
has a more sensible view of
politics even from the boss-
es’ point of view. But the red
scare stories do have some
logic to them.

A Tory victory will be a
victory for open  union-
bashing. A Labour victory
will increase the pressure on
the conservative Labour
leaders from the labour
movement. By denouncing
a mythical red menace now,
the press barons hope they
can stop a real red menace
in the future.
     

owned by Tory profiteer
  
 

The DailyExpress’s view of theLabour Party

 

 
 ‘ONE man one vote’ elect-

ions where whites vote twice,
where white votes secure ten
times as many MPsas black
votes, ‘where one densely
populated area recorded a
108% turnout — andall con-
ducted under martial law
conditions. It hardly seems a
model of democracy.

But observers from the
British Tory party — a grow:
of lords led by a former Col-
onial Secretary responsible
for imprisoning African nat-
ionalists in concentration
camps in the 1950s — seem
to have thought highly of
Rhodesia’s ‘internal settle-
ment’ elections.

They were flown round the
country by courtesy of the
South AfricanAir Force, and
heavily guarded by the Rho-
desian Armywhich had mob-
ilised almost all whites bet-
weentheagesof 18 and 65 to
‘protect’ theelections.

Rhodesia’s whites are
pinning their hopes on a
Tory victory to secure British
recognition for the new
regime in which they will

keep the whip hand. Ian
Smith’s Rhodesia Front has
28 of the 100 seats, able to
block any changesto thecon-
stitution. It will have 5 seats
in the new 20-man cabinet,
and keep complete control
over the army,police, judic-
iary and civil service.

Muzorewa and_Sithole,
Smith’sblackpartners in the
regime, have gone along
with all the military effort to
push the elections through.
During the elections, Rhod-
esian armyraids into Zambia
and Mozambique continued,
in an effort to weaken the
guerillasfighting for genuine
majority rule, while in Rhod-
esia private armies set up by
MuzorewaandSitholeassist-
ed the army in dragooning
twothirdsof the blackpopul-
ation to thepolls.

The guerilla war of the
Patriotic Front forces is con-
tinuing. (The regime could
only produce two guerillas
who had surrendered in
order to vote.) The full-scale
mobilisation that gave the
regime control of the whole
country for one week’s durat-
ion will now have to be
abandoned: + Smith and
Muzorewa have ‘won’ the
elections, but they are far
from being in control of the
whole of the country they
pretendto rule.

NIK BARSTOW

Muzorewa,frontmanfor
continued whiterule.-
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WHEN TOM Litterick def-
eated ageing Tory Harold
Gurden and took Selly Oak
for Labour in 1974 he lost no
time in establishing himself
as one of the most outspoken
of the government’sleftwing
critics in parliament. The
Westminster lobby corres-
pondents dubbed him the
“Midlandred’.

As well as opposing the
Social Contract and public
sector cuts, Litterick set him-
self apart from most Tribun-
ites by voting against the
Prevention of Terrorism Act
and publicly supporting the
call for troops outofIreland.

Until the summerof 1978,
when a general election
seemed imminant, Litterick
and his agent and close con-
fidant Albert Bore were
Promising a ‘strongly anti-
government election cam-
Paign’.

In fact one of Bore’s argu-
the SCLV wasthatSelly Oak
was already committed to
most of its positions and
actual affiliation was un-
necessary.

Butas the time for themto
put their words into action
camecloser, both Bore and
Litterick noticeably began to
soften on the Government’s
record. IncreasinglyLitterick
began to come out with the:
standard Tribunite excuses
‘we daren’t risk bringing the
government down byvoting
against it’ and ‘remember,
we haven't got a majority’.

Whea the election date
was announced Selly Oak
CLP was immediately dis-
solved and control of the
campaign passed into the
handsofLitterick, Bore and
an election committee ‘sel-
ected’ from the CLP execut-
ive. Since then, criticism of
the governmentor alternat-
ive policies have been absent
from any ofLitterick’s leaf-
lets and speeches.

Litterick was one of the
Birmingham MPs on the
platform ata rally in the city
who loudly applaudedCallaghan's reply to a
heckler protesting at armyatrocities in Ireland — ‘How
on a day whenfour police-
men have been killed dare
youcriticise ourpolicy’.

Litterick has been out-

ments against affiliating to .

Litterick
in full
reirea?

spoken on just two issues:
the Common Market (which
he seemsto hold reponsible
for every problem workers
face) and the demand for
import controls, which he
seems to think has magical
properties for dealing with
unemployment.

In a_constituency very
much dependent on British
Leyland’s giant Longbridge
plant Litterick has made full
play of the Tories’ noises
about disbanding the Nation-
al Enterprise Board and
carving up BL.A leaflet put
out by the Austin Joint
Shop Stewards echoesLitter-
ick’s argument: ‘The minor-
ity Labour government have

ursued a policy of saving
jobs through the NEB and
trying to prevent the UK’s
industrial decline. Leyland
owes its existence in the
short term totheactionofthe
NEB and the massive in-
vestmentthatprivate indust-
ty ignored is now taking
place. Here at Longbridge
there is investment that will
drag us from the stone age
and help us underpin the
future.’

Like Litterick the CP-
controlled stewards conven-
iently forgot that much of
that investment is intended
to slash jobs at Longbridge.

An SCLV Longbridge
leaflet pointed out ‘Thefirst
point to be made about that
argument (thatLabour saved
Leyland) is that it won’t cut
much ice with the workers
from Speke No.2, AEC
Southall or any of the other
10,000 workerswholost their
jobs at BL in 1978 alone —

under a Labour government’.
SCLV supporters are not

alone in Selly Oak in being
disappointed in Litterick’scampaign. Nevertheless, we
are actively supporting him
and have helped organise
several meetings at Long-
bridge — while arguing
forcefully against much o}
what he says. :

What weare telling BL
workers nowis not to believe
the story that ‘a vote for
Labour is a vote for job
security’ — but to re-elect
Litterick and demand that he
acts on his promises if he
wins and Edwardes starts
choppingjobs again.

JIM DENHAM

 Hornsey
On Sunday 22nd April,
Hornsey in northLondon was
given a mass canvass fromLabour supporters who came
in from Haringey, Islington,Hackney, Brent and places
even further afield. SCLV
members respondedin a big
way to the call to make
Sunday a ‘Hornsey Day’. Al-
togetheras many as 130 can-
vassers converged on the
area.

Hornsey is in many waysthe key marginal in London.
The sitting MP is Hugh Rossi
the Tory spokesman on hous-
ing, who has distinguished
himself by his support for
small landlords andfor anti-
abortion groups like SPUC.

Standing against him is
SCLV sponsor Ted Knight,
who is attackinga Tory maj-
ority in the last election of
782. A very small swing
would land the seat for
Knight — andlocal election
results since 1974 have in
factshown such a swing.

The canvassing returns are
also encouringand indicate a
clear Labour lead. And cam-
paigners feel that the fren-
zied attacks by Rossi on
Knight and the SCLV, and
the accompanying publicity
in the local press, have re-
bounded againsttheTories.

The crucial battle willbe to
get the Labour vote to the
polls, in spite of the Labour
government's dreadful
record.

;All offers of help to the
agent, Jeremy Corbyn,
c/o 28 Middle Lane, London
N.8. Tel:348-7362

Nottingham
JOAN BLACKMOOR, an
SCLV sponsor whois stand-
ing for -the council in
Gedling (Nottingham) de-
scribed to Socialist Organ-
iser the red-baiting cam-
paign being run by Labour's
opponents.

“Our Ratepayers’ candid-
ate has got a big notice in
his window that says ‘A vote
for Labour is a -vote for
Communism’. Two Ratepay-
ers’ candidates in my ward’
are ex-Labour Party mem-
bers. One of them walked
out in a huff three years ago
when he wasn’t reselected as
a Labour councilcandidate.

“A Tory candidate has
been going round telling
old people that we’re ‘com-
munists’ to try and get them
scared. But the Tory’s atti-
tude to old people is getting
a lot of backs up:

“One Tory councillor
called old age pensioners
‘greedy’ for complaining at

 having to pay £3 for bus
passes that used to be free.
After .!1, £6 for an elderly
coup. .» alot of money.“Obviously we don’t want
to make a big fuss about
‘smear campaigns’. We
don’t want to be seen as
anti-communist. .I find it
difficult to say ‘No, I’m not
a communist’. We’re social-
ists in the Labour Party,
what else can you say?”

Falmouth
‘We don't want a Tory gov-
ernment, but we do want a
Labour governmentthatwill
Sight for workingpeople’ is a
common response we’ve got
canvassing in Falmouth.
People feel let down by the
Labour government but the
only alternative is voting
Tory, and working class
voters aren’t going to do
that. In fact our campaign
has got a lot of support,
people are coming and ask-
ing for postersto put up.Wagesare so low in this
area that when people say
‘we'd be better off on the
dole’ they really mean it. A
new Tesco store opened in
Truro a year ago with a blaze
of publicity. Now there’s
hardly one person working
there who's been there since
it opened, the wages are so
abysmallylow.

The threat to jobs at the |

nationalised Falmouth dock-
yards hasn’t been a big
issue — there’s a mood of
just accepting the redundan-
cies. That’salso the result of
the low wages and depress-
ion in the whole of Cornwall.
When Tony Benndid a meet-
ing here he talked to the
union committee at the Yard
and said ‘You don’t national-
ise a companyjust by chang-
ing the name on the door.
There should be investment
in the Yard, investment in
skills not. investment for
profit’.

We need to get a Labour
government back to push
them into putting those sort
of wordsintoaction.

For the local Tory candid-
ate even the threat that the
Labour Party will put up a
fight has started him off talk-
ing about ‘Marxist infiltrat-
ion’. So far he hasn’t got
round to a personal attack,
but I’m expectingit.

Unfortunately the regional
Labouroffice seem scared by
this sort of witch-hunting.I’d
promised to speak at a
Militant meeting and press-
ure was put on to try and stop
me. I support Socialist Org-
aniser rather than Militant
but I’m prepared to speak on
any socialist platform.

Socialists fighting this
election shouldn’t be pushed
about by these red scares.

 We've gotto go all out to get
our viewsover.PETERTEBBUT

PPC, Falmouth

Kilburn
KILBURN,oneof the biggest
Irish areas in London, is di-
vided between two constit-
uencies, Brent East and
Hampstead. In Brent East,
Labour canvassers report that
many Irish voters are planning
to abstain, but in Hampstead
theLabour vote seems solid.

The reason? In Hampstead,
the Labour candidate is Ken
Livingstone, an SCLV sponsorwhois a well-known and active
campaigner for British with-
drawal from Ireland. His— leaflets say: Troops

hat 
In Brent East, the Constitu-

ency Labour Party voted to
support the SCLV,andit is on
record as backing political
status for Irish prisoners and
withdrawal of troops. But
when the CLP’s Manifesto
Committee met and voted to
put out a ‘Troops Out’ leaflet,
theelection agentflatlyvetoed
it.

As a result, Irish eeans are distributing their leaf-
lets calling for abstention in
Brent East, but have agreed
not to put them out in
Hampstead.

e SCLV also had a con-
tingent on the Easter Com-
memoration march through
Kilburnon April 15th,or, -

ed by the Irish Republican
Socialist Party.

Northampton
NORTHAMPTON's two con-
stituencies are both margin-
al. The South is held by the
Tories by 200 votes, the North
by Labour with a margin of
just over 1000.

But despite this the cam-
aign is not producing any
‘ireworks. In the south, the

Labour candidate Graham
Mason prefers to win votes
through personal charm
rather than by any socialist
fight. In the North, Maureen
Colquhoun is trying to keep
her seat in Parliament by
cutting herself off from the
most energetic activists in the

Constituency Labour Party.
At the same time as rais-

ing issues like withdrawal of
troops from Ireland and sup-pa for wereee= Heeand
ow-pay struggles, Co oun
has become aligned with the
right wing of the local party,
particularlywith four dubious
councillors who are all self-
employed and refuse to reveal
theirbusiness interests.

But the ee, against
Colquhoun inside the party is
being carried out in a very
wrong way. Although Colqu-
houn’s four right wing friends
had been selected by their

.
wards as candidates for the
council, the district Party
overruled their selection.

To fight the right wing on
the ‘rules’ is pointless. Notpot because you generally
lose, but because it obscures
and distorts the fight for a
democratic labour move-
ment. That is the lesson of
what has happened in North-
ampton: over the past few
months.

ROSS CATLIN

LAST year Islington North CLP
was suspended for five months
for refusing to re-admit Keith
Veness after the NEC had
ruled that theyshould. In late
January they still refused but
in March they finally climbed
down and re-admitted Veness
after pressure from Transport
House to comer.The ward AGMs were held
in early April and a sharp |. 8swing to theleft recorded in@®
many wards, includingsome of
the larger ones. Then came
newsof thegeneral election.

We awaited news of the—— meeting scheduled
for thestart of thecampaign —

and waited ... and waited. Fin-
ally someone rang up Trans-Eluewipaeeaceneee papersfora -

ion had already been i

and that the sitting MP,
Michael O’Halloran, had been
listed as alreadyadopted.

More phone-calls to the out-
going party secretary (he is notstanding for re-election) re-
vealed that he had been advis-
ed thatno meetingwas needed
and that it was a formality
anyway. Aghast, we rang the
regional mwmp who con-
firmedthatthis was indeed his
advice.

Weare left as theonly cons-
tituency to not even formally
adopt its candidate. To date no

constituency level have been
organised to plan sort of
campaign and no public meet-
ings are sched)

.
The post-

ers are still apparently at the
printers and canvassing is
tasesEee but it is
nowratherlate in theday.

Worse still, no plans are en-
vis to help in eitherof the
neighbouring marginals
Hampstead and Hornsey, and
it seems we must rely on the
loyalty of traditional Labour
voters to return our MPin this
safe seat.

JAMES RYAN
GMCdelegate,inpersonal

 
capacity
 

“THE CLASS struggle in
North Hackney’’, was how
the local Hackney Gazette
headlines its introduction to
the local Parliamentarycand-
idates. Labour candidate
and SCLV supporter Ernie
Roberts has pulled few
punches in his campaign to
defend the 1974 Labour maj-
ority of 10,500.

His election address,writt-
en democratically with the
local Constituency Labour
Party Propaganda Commit-
tee, declares that: ‘‘TheTory, party is the represent-
ative of Big Business, sup-porting the haves at the ex-
penseof the have-nots. They
are the business Millionaires
against the working Mill-
ions’’.

The address calls for soe-

 
ialist policies to overcome the
crisis created by the capital-
ist economy. Tory opponents
have seized on Ernie Rob-
erts’ call for workers’ con-
trol and a_ nationalised
planned economy to brand
him as a red demon intent
on putting a ‘“‘nail in the
coffin of democracy as we
knowit’’. That was lone Tory
councillorJoe Lobenstein.

Another correspondent in
the local paper's war of
words declares that Labour
voters ‘‘will be returning a
far left wing revolutionary of
unprecedented proportions;
a man who openly nurtures
the ambition to turn neigh-

bour against neighbour in
our society as a means to
overthrow and destroy our
present democratic consti-
tuion’’.

Roberts has also been
attackedby Labour renegade
right-winger Woodrow
Wyatt in theSundayMirror
and the Tory infiltrators of
the Social Democratic Alli-
ance. He has replied by
dubbing them ‘‘mud-sling-
ing character assassinat-
ions’’. ‘‘They [the Tories]
have to indulge in such pern-
icious propaganda because
they dare not compare their
anti-working class policies
with the Labour Party's
policies.”’.

Tory candidate Nicholas
Bennett has echoed Thatch-
er's policies on housing,

Class struggle in HackneyNorth
declaring for a free market
profit binge, and has also
called for ‘radical changesin
the Abortion Act’’. He is
‘personally opposed to all
abortion’’.

To boost the campaign for
the local Constituency Lab-
our Party’s socialist poli-
cies, 30,000 SCLV leaflets
are being distributed, be-
sides 45,000 election ad-
dresses, a special issue of
‘Hackney North News’,
and leaflets in Urdu, Gujer-
ati, Turkishand Greek.

Ernie Roberts holds out
his founding membership in
the Anti Nazi Leagueas cred-
entials in fighting for the
democratic rights of the
trade union movement and
ethnic communities. He is
calling for an end to wage

curbs, a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, abolition of state
secrecy and the repeal of
the racist Immigration Acts.
And his election address
declares; ‘‘Workers’ control
at the workplacemust be the
basis of a new and deeper
democracy’’.

Post Office workers have
expressed enthusiasm ab-
out distributing the election
address through ‘free post’
but complain about doing the
same for the Tory and Nat-
ional Front candidates,

The Communist Party
candidate, Monty Goldman,
depicted as a veteran local
campaigner, has a

_
milk-

and-waterelection platform.
His candidature has once
again given the lie to the
CP’s claim to pursue ‘left
unity’. Goldman's only re-

sponse is that Roberts is
‘not a local’. Many CP
members have refused to
work for their candidate.

MIKEDAVIS

  From May 19th,
Workers’ Action will be go-Ing from 8 pages to 12 pages,with four extra pagesbackground analysis, in-
depth discussion, debate and
polemic. The price will go
up from 10p to 15p to meet
theincreasedcosts.

Special offer: until the end
of May, subscriptions at the
old rate, £4 for 25 Issues,
£7.50 for 50 (in Britain and
Ireland).
WA:POBox 135, London N1UDD

Chartist
In magazine

—
format.

32 pages for 35p plus 15p
p&p from 60 Loughborough
Rd, London SW9.

meetings at either ward or Sy 
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‘TroopsOut’ against theRed Hand

OVER 1000 demonstrators
marched through south Glas-
gow last Saturday, 2ist, in
the biggest ‘Troops Out of
Ireland’ demonstration for
seven years. The demon-
stration was organised bythe
United Troops Out Move-
ment, and supported by
ProvisionalSinn Fein.

Despite constant intimid-
ation and attacksby gangs of
Loyalist thugs, the march
reached the bridges over the
Clyde into central Glasgow
before disbanding.

The march received mass-
ive press coverage. The
Glasgow Herald gave Chris
Bamberry, the march organ-
iser, half a page to explain
why the march was being
held. And the demonstration
made front page news in the
Scottish press on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.

Bruce Millan, Labour’s
Scottish Secretary, appealed
publicly to theGlasgow Chief
Constable for themarch to be
banned. But the police allow-
ed it to go ahead — presum-

ably because they have al-
ready authorised an Orange
parade for later on in the
year and have no intention of
giving a pretext for that to be
calledoff.

@
And although the National

Front threatened to stop the
Troops Out demonstration,
only nine people turned up
for their ‘march’ from the
city centre to Queens Park to

meet the UTOM demonstrat-
ion.

Police efforts to defend the
march once it got underway
were minimal. as the demon-
stration assembled in
Queens Park, four or five
hundred Loyalists — firm
supporters of Protestant
supremacy in Northern Ire-
land — massed on eitherside
of the road waiting for it to
start. As soon as the head of
the march set off they
attacked, showeringthefront
of the demonstration with 

rocks, bottles and tin cans.
As the march moved on,

Loyalist thugs waving a red
hand of Ulster flag followed.
When a group of them
attacked a Sinn Fein flute
band, the thin line of police
moved out of the wayto let
them in — then arrested the
Sinn Feiners.

And the police presence
wasobviously more concern-
ed with intimidating the
demonstration than protect-
ing it. It was reported that
armed Special Branch men
were in the streets around
the march. Police with dogs
walked along the side of the
demonstration — the side
that faced into a Catholic
area but not the side where
the Loyalists were attacking.

@)
Despite maximum provoc-

ation by the Loyalists and
minimum protection by the
police, the march had grown
larger by the time it reached
Gorbals,* and many people
waved support as it went
through the outskirts of the
Gorbals.

But as it reached the
bridgesinto central Glasgow,
the police set up the march-
ers to be attacked by the
Loyalists. Herding the march
under a railway bridge they
told it to disperse, enabling
the Orange gangs to block

the far end of the bridge. As
the Troops Out demonstrat-
ors tried to move back, the
police moved to block them
off.

Only a clash between the
two sides as the Loyalists
blocked off a second bridge
forced the police to inter-
vene betweenthe twosides,
letting the demonstrators
return to the Gorbals without
a full-scale battle.

The fact that the march
could be held at all was a
victory. Coming in the
middle of an election period,
and followingthe exposure of
British torture in Ireland and
the build-up of the military
struggle in the north of Ire-
land, the march showed the
increasing support for the
demandto get the British out
of Ireland.

Last time such a march
was held in Glasgow, after
Bloody Sunday in 1972, it
was severely mauled by
Orange thugs. This time,
despite the declared intent-
ion of the UDA and the UVF
to stop the march, the Loyal-
ists were outnumbered by
two to one, and for all their
efforts to provoke a riot they
failedto break up themarch.

But there is still a huge
amountof work to be done to
eradicate the sectarian
poison which pollutes the
workers’ movement in Glas-
gow GORDON BREWER 
  a strike

THE TWO-week British Ley-
land craftsmen's strike was
called off on Saturday 21st
April.They were defeated not
by the BL production workers
(most of whom passively
supported the action) or by the
management, They were forc-
ed back by the leaders of their

» own union, the AUEW, who
organised systematic scabbing
throughouttheaction.

As well as calling for a‘ widening of demarcation in
the plants, AUEW leaders
both nationallyand at district
und plant level permitted BL
managers to do the skilled
men’s jobs. Now the crafts-
men’s leader, Roy Fraser,

Be qs

Roy Fraser
facesa union investigation into
his activities outside his
‘constituency’, the Oxford
district.

In theory this could lead to
Fraser losing his union card,
andhis job in thePressed Steel
Fisher plant at volulee It
seems unlikelythatthe AUEW
leadership would risk going
that far, having been forced to
withdraw their expulsion
threatfrom theSU Carburretor
strikers last year.

However, any action must
be fought by ell AUEW mem-
bers, and several groups
(including Longbridge crafts-
men who didn’t join the
strike) have already pledged
themselves to strike action if
Fraseris victimised.

 
 
save jobs

UNEMPLOYMENTis a big
issue in the election. The
Tories look forward with
glee to restoring good old-
fashioned cut-throat compet-
ition with good old-fashioned
long dole queues. The Lab-
our leaders have lots oflittle
schemesfor cutting a thous-
and off the unemployment
total here and a thousand
there — but nopolicyat all
for dealing with the huge
total of over one and a quart-
er millionout of work.

Neitherhas any answers to
offer for the 2,400 workers
who have just gone through
the gates at the Dunlop tyre
plant in Speke, Merseyside.
The factory closed on April
19th.

The tyre industry world-
wide is in serious crisis,
and only a fight to share out
the work among all Dunlop
workers, under workers’
control, could save the jobs
by cutting hours. That fight
could have been started by
a mass occupation of the
Spekeplant.

But the union leadership
in the plant — despite its
left wing reputation — never

  
JIM DENHAM put forward thatperspective.

They kept on promising that
they had plans for militant
action up their sleeves, and
they were still promising
as they walked through the
gates. A huge gap remains
between the ‘official’ left
wing policies of import con-
trols. alternative viability
plans and so on, and socialist
policies for a fight at rank
andfilelevel.

Rearguard action is still
continuing. After a mass
meeting at Speke on the
19th, engineering trades
convenor Arthur Todd told
Socialist Organiser:

‘Basically, today’s meet-
ing was to reiterate that the
men should not take, the
redundancy money.

“Westill have pickets and
support at the main engin-
eering plant in Coventry,
at Fort Dunlop [Birming-
ham], and at the docks entr-
ance in Skerries St, which
supplies the Walton factory
with materials for the pro-
ductionof sports products.

‘‘Whilst this is happening
we will continue to picket
Speke to stop the machin-
ery and plant being taken
out’’.

 ONE THINGis certain about
any election results in the six
counties of the northern Ire-
land state: the 500,000 ple
of the Catholiccommunity will
bevotingforparties or individ-
uals who favour links with the
rest of Ireland, while the
million-oddProtestants will be
voting for parties or individ-
uals supporne continued
union wil ritain.

On the stre of these
figures this should mean that
nine of the twelve returned
MPs will be from the three
main Unionist formations (the
Official Unionists, the United
Ulster Unionists, or the Dem-
ocratic Unionists). The three
MPs from Catholic-majority
seats should be two i

Democratic and Labour Party
(SDLP) representatives plus

Frank Maguire, the Ind d-
ent Kepublican from Ferm-
anagh and SouthTyrone.

owever, in some constit-
uencies the small Irish oeendent Party and the Repub-
lican Clubs maysplitnational-
ist votes, and this may mean
that SDLP leader Gerry Fitt
loses his seat in West Belfast
to a Unionist.

And thecontest betweenthe
Paisleyite DUP candidate and
the sitting MP William Craig
in East Belfast might produce
a gain for the more moderate
Unionists of the Alliance
Party.

Butirrespective of the shift-
ing sandsof northern Ireland’s
electoral politics the people
can be sure of one thing — no
matter who they vote oo a
government committe to

\/herethe Border wins the vote
maintaining the union with
Britain will be formed at West-
minster on May 4th. The fact
thatnone of the major British
political parties have comefor-
ward to defend the beleaguer-
ed minoritycommunity stamps
this election as a matter of
total irrelevance in terms of
democracy, civil rights and the
future oftheIrish nation.

In the meantime,theresist-
ance of the Provisional IRA to
the military occupation of
north east Ireland remains by
far themost importantthing in
Northern Ireland politics y
and for the foreseeable future.
They have markedthiselection
witha series of very successful
actionsagainst British military
occupation andits police and
security stooges.

DON FLYNN
 
 

TRY AStheymay, the major
parties could not keep Ire-
land out of the election
campaign altogether. First
came the waveof attacks on
military-political targets by
Irish liberation forces. Then
US Senator Tip O'Neill, a
close advisor of President
Carter, denounced

__
the

British Government's use of
Northern Ireland as a ‘polit-
ical football’, and Hugh Carey, Governor of New York
State, demanded US sanct-
ions on Britain to force Brit-
ish troopsoutof Ireland.

The British press and both
Labour and Tory politicians
were quick to denounce
O’Neill’s and Carey’s com-
ments, but they have done
their level best to suppress
public discussion on the
issue. The established
Labourleft is no better. For
instance the Bennite Labour
Activist contained no refer-
ence to Irelandin its alternat-
ive manifesto.

While Callaghan was dis-
missing ‘Troops Out’ heck-

lers for their ‘effrontery’ a
few Labour candidates have
been speaking out. In Lon-
don at least four constituen-
cy parties have included a
‘Troops Out’ platform in
theirelection propaganda.

The real problem lies in
the left’s usual inability to
even raise the question ofthe
British presence in Ireland,
and its consequences, as a
legitimate item for discuss-
ion. Yet, when the wave of
actions against the security
forces, and O’Neill’s inter-
vention, forced a comment,
the Guardian agreed in its
leader that ‘Britain and
Northern Ireland are not one

country as they pretend to
be. They are not and never
have been administered in
the same way."

The administration of an
artificial Northern Ireland
statelet can only survive by
suppressing the national as-
pirations of the Catholic
community. The utter failure
of the Labour government,
like all before it, to alleviate

 
the social and economic con-
ditions of that community
testifies to the legitimacy of
thoseaspirations.

Before, during and after
the election the Socialist
Campaign for a Labour Vict-
ory calls on the labour move-
ment to raise these quest-
ions. In particular, as many
branches as possible should
send resolutions to this
year’s Labour Party confer-
ence denouncing the squalid
deals made with the Union-
ists and the bipartisan polic-
ies of the Labour leaders.

The massive abstentions
promised in this election by
the Irish community in Brit-
ain, in protest at Mason’s
regime, reveal the depth of
opposition to the continuing
policy of repression and mil-
itary occupation by Britain in

Ireland. The massive demon-
strations in support of the
Provisionalsheld in northern
Ireland over the past couple
of years prove that the ‘Irish
Question’ will not go away.

PETERCHALK
 

  



 

FULL
FORCE

JAMES RYAN
A LARGEscale rebellion of
the Asian population in
Southall was crushed last
Mondayin the most violent
exercise of police power seen
in Britain for many years.
The death of East London
teacher Blair Peach lies at
the door of Metropolitan
Police Commissioner David
McNee and of the council
thatallowed a National Front
meeting to be held in South-
all Town Hall.

Sunday had seen a demon-
stration of some 7,
people, overwhelmingly
Asian,-in protest against the
provocation. There were 23
arrests. From midday on
Mondayshops were boarded
up and workers left their
factories in response to a
strike call from the Indian
Workers’ Association.

From ipm crowds began
to gather in the High Street;
police coaches moved in,
and the confrontationbegan.
Throughout the afternoon
and early evening countless
skirmishes occurred, youths
were arrested, and houses
were stormed, as police
cleared the town centre and
imposedtheircurfew.

Around six the horses,
vans and personnel were
assembled, and as a heli-
copter circled overhead
police smashed into a crowd
around Southall Park,
scattering resistance and
hunting down as many de-
monstrators as they could
net. By thistime arrests were
in the hundreds andinjuries
were commonplace.

Then camea lull, as anti-
fascists tried to regain con-
tact and regroup. Around
7.30 1,000 or more Asians
and a smattering of whites
had concentrated in the
Broadway, a wide shopping
street leading towards the
centre of town. Their route
was blocked by a line of
police, in places six deep,
and behind them the cay-
alry. Leaderless by now, the
crowdretained only the amb-
jtion to hit andrun.

Shop windows were push-
ed in, attracting screaming
convoys of Special Patrol
Group vans. The people
would flee, leaving the uni-
formed thugsto go berserkon
the backs of the slow-footed.
But for a few moments, as
they arrived and as they
made to leave, policemen
would feel the rain of bricks
and bottles.

And now there were no

prisoners: inside the vans
boots and truncheons had
their moment before a de-
monstrator would be kicked
back into the street. So
eventuelly ‘law and order’
were restored.

After the humiliation of
Leicester, Commissioner
McNee and friends were

continued
on page 3

 
 

 Anti-fascistkilled
inpolicestrong-arm

eCPoyeyge

ON: FRIDAY April 20th,
about 1000 people demon-
strated outside Islington
Town Hall in North London
against a National Front el-
ection meeting. The next
day about 5,000 tried to stop
the fascists marching
through Lelcester to an el-
ection meeting.

On Sunday, thousands of
asians marched through
Southall in West London,
angered at the local council
permitting the National
Front to use theTown Hall.

The next day saw a mini-
general strike of Asians in
the area. At mid-day they
streamedoutof factoriesand
shut up shops so that they
could gather to stop the NF
Nazis from holding their
meeting. After hours of
fighting between the police
and demonstrators, with the
police running amok, there
were hundreds injured and
hundreds arrested. And one
anti-fascist had been killed
by the police.

On Tuesday evening,anti-
racists in Plymouth packed
the Town Hall there and
stopped NF Fiihrer John
Tyndall from holding a
meeting.

To the press and the poli-
ticians of the major parties,
the actions of the anti-
racists are undemocratic.
If anything, they say, they
play into the hands of the
National Front and -help it
spread its doctrine .of race-
hatred.

Socialist Organiser, when
it first appeared last October,
madeits position clear on the
question of the

.
National

Front. We said then: ‘‘Rec-
ent weeks have shown that
on the streets of East Lon-
don, fascism and,racism are
not just political theories;
they mean murder. The lab-
our movement can no more
allow free speech to the fasc-
ists of the National Front
than we would to an avowed
MurderParty’’.

But weare not in favour of
state bans against fascists.
Many’ people in the labour
movement think we should
call on the state — in pract-
ice, on the police — to ban
the National Front’s march-
es, or call on the govern-
ment to outlaw these race-
hate mongers.

State bans are danger-
ous for three reasons, how-
ever. Firstly, they preach
reliance by the working class
on the state rather than on
their own strength. The state
is the enemy of the working
class, and the police will be
one of the staunchest de-
fenders of the capitalist
system against any attempt
by the workers to undermine
or overthrowit.

Secondly, any strengthen-
ing of the police means a
strengtheningof our present
and future enemies. We
don’t wantthepolice to have
more powers, but less.
Thirdly,if the police can pick
and choose which marches
can be held and which can’t,
it is the working class move-
ment that will be the most
frequent loser.

But wouldn’t it be enough
just to picket the NF’s meet-
ings? No. History shows us
that the fascists draw
strength and encouragement
from their ability to strut
about as if their opponents
are afraid of them. The bold-
ness that comes from this
strutting arrogance leads
them to murderous attacks
on trade unionists, socialists,
and racial minorities.

That arrogance has to be
humbled. In practical terms,
we haveto stop the murder-
ers before they kill us.
Southall was where Gurdip
Singh Chaggar was murder-
ed three years ago. If the
Asians of Southall had failed
to respond to that attack, if
they had gone about with

continued
on page 3

   BLAIR PEACH
BLAIR PEACH was killed
while opposing the National
Front and helping Asians
defend themselves in South-
all. Eye-witness reports
tell the tale: ‘We were not
demonstrating, but going
home... then a transit came
...

thepolice, who were SPG,
were wielding truncheons
andriot shields. It was a case

ofthe boot going in.,, There
was no attemptto arrest any-
one. Blair Peach was hit
twice on the head withpolice
truncheons’’.

Blair Peach's record in
East London was that of an
active trade unionist and a

leading activist in the anti-
racist struggle. Recently he
completed his year ofoffice
as President of the East Lon-
don Teachers’ Association
[NUT]. Last year at Lough-
borough School, Brixton, he
was arrested for opposing
the use of schools for Nat-

 
ional Front meeting. He was

a member of the Socialist
Workers Party. Some years
ago he .started a campaign
against a local racist land-
lord at the ‘Railway’ pub in
MileEnd, who was sacked as

a result of the pickets that
were organised. Because of
this and because of his role
in the Trades Council and
the Anti Nazi League, Blair
Peach had been threatened,
harassed and beaten up by
the NF. To the NF he was a
markedman.

At work he

_
confronted

racismday in day out. He led
a fight to ban one racist
textbook.

In Southall on April 23rd,
the police did to Blair Peach
what the East London Nat-
ional Front have been itch-
ing to doforyears.

dUb CARLYLE
[East London Teachers’

Association, NUT}.
Accounts from the Evening
Standard & Evening News.

 
 


