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by Alan Thornett
BL WORKERShave been sold out by their
leadership.

Last Tuesday morning, 3rd, as BL workers
prepared to vote on the 3.8 per cent pay offer.
every national newspaper gave prominenceto:
AUEW=president Terry Duffy’s call

-
for

acceptance.
“lam backing England”, said Duffy, who

had called an emergency meeting of the
AUEW Executive to endorse his back-to-work
call. Appearing on television after the vote to
return to work, he seemed to see himself as
a part of BL management,saying, ‘We do not
intend to gloat’.

BL workers had been absolutely solid on
Monday morning whenthestrike began, with
virtually every plant 100 per cent out and
heavily picketed. The workforce was willing
to fight. Yet they had clearly been shaken by
the collapse at the top.

The prospect of entering into a major con-
frontation with the governmentwiththeir top
leaders openly against them proved too much
for most of the plants: and the mass meetings
turned the original 8-to-1 majority for strike
action into a 25,000-to-19,000vote to accept
the deal.

The sell-out began last Saturday, 31st,
when Edwardes appealed directly to the gen-
eral secretaries of the 11 unions with memb-
ers in BL. A meeting organised by ACAS,

.

with Edwardes and the general secretaries and
Len Murray, went over the headsof the Joint
Negotiating Committee.

The urge to escape confrontation stung
these TUC leaders into united action such as
they have never organised to support workers’
struggles, or their unions’ policies against the
four per centlimit.

CONTINUED ONPAGE3



 “REJECT! REJECT!
DUFFY OUT! DUFFY
OUT!” chanted hundreds of
BL workers as convenors
gathered in the Birmingham
AUEW hall on Monday to
discuss the “improved”offer
being put forward by the
GeneralSecretaries.

Three coachloads had
come up from Cowley and
hundreds had made their
way into town from Long-
bridge. They vented their
fury on Alex Kitson, the
Acting General Secretary of
the TGWU, who had
managed to face both ways
at once throughout the
previous few days—Sell-out
merchant! Scab! they

.
shouted,

AUEW chief negotiator
Ken Cure—the most open
advocate of surrender—
wisely avoided the lobby and
sloped in round the back
way.

The lobbyers burst into
the main hall and refused to
leave until Bob Fryer, the

      
 

   
  
 

   

by Jim Denham

popular Cowley convenor,
gave an assurance that he
would move a motion for
rejection of the deal.

It was a show of rank and
file involvement that con-.
trasted sharply -with the
behind the scenes negotiat-
ing thathad taken place over
the previous days.

The lobbyers waited out-
side for three hours before
they finally heard the out-
come of the meeting—a
recommendation for rejec-
tion.

As one angry Cowley
worker commented, “We
stand outside with no infor-

 

  

 
Bob Fryer
mation while they talk. In
Poland there’d be a loud-
speaker out here so weall
knew whatis being said.”

 

   

 

 

.

fONN
HARRIS

aBOS:

    
ngbridgebitter

Jim Denham reports on the Longbridge militants’verdict
ON Monday at Longbridge,
the mood. after the close
vote to accept the
‘“<mproved” offer wasbitter.

Most workers, including
those who'd voted for accep-
tance, headed straight home,
glum faced.

Some bravely returned to
the picket line refusing to
accept defeat until the
convenors’ meeting later that
day.

Most gathered in the
‘stewards’ hut’ to drink tea
and carry out a post-mortem
onyet anotherdefeat.

Leadership

_

“We're sick as pigs,” said
Pat, an inspector from the
ADI. “Lack of leadership
was the number one reason
for this. The media campaign

owley women angry
Steve Akers and Rachel Lever report from Cowley’s picket lines 

paruculany
Trey tolé us what they
thought of the so-calied
offer. “Nothing. nothing.
Ail management want to

do is make us believe that
were going to get some-

thing were not. Bonus
deals’ We can produce
200 per cent workingthere,
and we'd still get nothingin
the end.

“All we get is empty
promisesin thisplace"

Another woman joined
us: ‘Last week I got 43
pence out of the bonus
scheme! 43 pence!”’

“Don't spend it all at
oace!"’ laughed the others.
“| was going to send it off
to a charity’.

Dennis - Kilgaiion told
ne: “The officiats’ are

a 8
money on the basx ree.
and that’s what the ofSc-
ials should be
iating’’.

“We have got to make
a stand, because Edward-
es has taken on the unions

* and weakened them at
Cowley’,said Alan. ‘‘Over
the past four years we’ve
seen it on the lines. Man-
agement tactics have been
to enforce policies without
evén consultation with the
unions. The officials have

negot-

got to take stronger
action’’.

;

The others around
agreed. ‘‘It’s the people at
the top, the officials. whn

_

are-breaking"’.
“You-Jook at the TUC’’,

said Ken. “our governing
:

_

socalled. Ik -would
beer more reassuring

= they would give
é the work-m=

mmcustm

    
 

“There should be more

pressure by the TUC on

the government”, stated
another picket. ‘I don’t
kuow why there hasn't
been’’. a

There was bitterness and
anger that Edwardes’
bullying was aot met by
the leadership with prom-
_ises to pull outall AUEW
and T&G membersin solid-
arity.“‘That’s what jShoute
have hi ned in the first

pnee’seid Ken. ‘‘The
government's « iss to

  

break the unions. If we

want to have a union, we’ve
got to stand together and
fight together. Picking us

off one by one is easy’.

Miners

Ace 2x only AUEWand
T&G

Tre mimers thrashed
the guvernment! I'd like
to knowif they are going to
settle for four per cent.
Gormley has set the
miners’ review for later this
month. He knowsit could
be dangerousif the miners
came out in support, not
only for us, but for their
claim as well’’.

“Everyone talks about
democracy and

_
account-

ability in the Labour Party
— in political parties’, said
Ken. ‘'Well, you've got to
talk about democracyin the
unions’ as well. It goes -in
dine withit". A

like the Mirror’s headline
“Go back to work says
union boss Duffy” madeit
worse. But the weakness of
Duffy and -Kitson|was
decisive. Kitson and the
TGWUwere if anythingeven
worse than the AUEW.
Duffy was at least honest.
But Kitson never made his
position clear. It makes me
sick to read the front page
of the TGWU Record saying
they'llsupportall those who
fight the 4% limit. We should
demand to know why they
didn’t apply that policy at
BL.”

A finisher in CAB1
agreed. “We lost this time
because of the national
leadership or lack ofit. No-
one thought the new deal
was any good. But after all
the secret talks and wheeler
dealing over the weekend,
people obviously felt con-
fused and demoralised.”

Bring to order

Vic, like many of the
active pickets at Longbridge,
had .changed his views over
the last few weeks. “I wasn’t
a militant in the past but I
do care about a decent job
and a living wage. If that
makes me a militant, then
so be it. What we’ve got to
concentrate on now is bring-
ing Boyd, Duffy, Kitson and
the others to order. This
betrayal must never be for-
gotten.”
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Bob, a TGWU_ steward
from the experimental
department, joined the dis-
cussion: “You can’t blame
the members. They showed
their willingness to fight at
the first mass meeting. It
was when the General Secre-
taries stuck their noses in
that the members became
discouraged and confused.

Philosophical
I think Kitson and Boyd

are scared ofa fight with the
Tories.”

The only dissenting view
came from Dave, a TGWU
steward in CAB1 who
belongs to the Communist
Party: “No, that isn’t true.
You could blame the leader-
ship last year, but not this
time. You can’t lay the
blame anywhere but with
the members. We know
Duffy’s no good, but the
membersjust didn’t have the
bottle when it came toit.”

A more philosophical
attitude came from Dennis,
a T&G steward from the
East Works. “I’m obviously
very disappointed, ‘but it’s
not the end of the struggle,
it’s the beginning of a new

stage. Edwardes was obvious-
ly frightened by the militan-
cy that the blokes showed.
He knows he nearly pushed
them toofar this time.

I hope we'll build on

that. If the gaffers thinkthis
vote is a green light for more
bullying, they’d better think
again. If they try anything,
we'll be out again without
fail’.

Les, a T&G member from
the West Works, echoed this
more

_
optimistic.

_
view:

“People put their faith in

princes, or in this case offic-
ials. We've got to be willing
to fight alone in future.

Initiative
But even challenging

Edwardes this far is some-
thing. They" think

.
twice -

before trying this again.The
-

>
management’s got-the wind

.

ap. — the way they removed

the files and documents
from the plants proves that”.

Billy, a Sheet Metal
Workers’ steward from the
West Works,gave his analysis
“We haven’t yet got an org-
anisation in the plants cap-
able of taking an initiative
independently from the off-
icials. But the events even
after the general secretaries’
intervention show a substan-
tial minority is developing
who are willing to fight on

regardless of the officials.
Unfortunately, the maj-

ority are still geared to offi-
cialdom. Wegive the Duffys
and the Kitsons a power
they should never have.

Logically, we’ve nowgot
the ingredients for buildinga
strong rank and file move-
ment in the plants. What’s
lackingis political answers to
the closure threat”.

New layer
Pete, an AUEW steward

from the West Works,
agreed. “This dispute has
drawn a lot of previously
apathetic people into action,
and opened their eyes. The
picketing on the West Works
gates was fantastic all
through Monday, including
the night time, and into
Tuesday morning.

A whole new layer of
activists has sprung up who
are willing to fight — wheth-
er that means fighting the
police on picket lines, or
fighting the officials in
union meetings. .

Now we’ve got to prevent
these people becoming de-
moralised and lapsing back
into passivity. That means
building a real grass roots
movement and expanding
the Leyland Action '

Committee”.

 



 
 

Mostof thegeneral secre-
taries agreed to the ‘revised’
offer put by Edwardes.
According to the press this
included George Guy .of
the NUSMW, a member of
the Communist Party: when
Socialist Organiser phoned
the NUSMW, Guy was un-
availablefor comment.

Alex Kitson of the T&G
refused to make a
recommendation.

Since the offer could be
rejected only on the basis of
a determined struggle against
Edwardes and the Tories,
this silence meant support
for the new proposals.

Sir John Boyd (actingfor
Duffy), along with Frank
Chapple ‘and Len Murray,
wanted the strike called off
while the ‘offer’ was con-
sidered at the. convenors’
conference on Monday and
the mass meetings on Tues-
day.

Murray said he supported
the deal because it was “pre-
mature to take on the gov-
ernment”. Boyd said he
would have nothing to do
with any fight with the gov-
ernment.

The
Committee

Joint Negotiating
(of convenors

ks  
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Behind the BL betrayal

 
and full time officials),who
had been kept in the wings
for 12 hours, rejected the
deal and. insisted that the
strike went ahead while the
meetings were held.

But Edwardes had got
his foot in the door. He
had got fresh mass meetings,
which he had been calling
for all week, and now he had
the general secretaries on his
side.

The senior stewards met,
with the plants at a stand-
still and mass pickets on the
gates. Their meeting was be-
sieged by militant pickets
from Longbridge and
Cowley.

Under this pressure they
voted 210 to 13.to reject the
offer and recommend the
continuation of the strike.
Their decision was an
important principled stand,
but in the event was not
enough to nullify the effect
of the general secretaries’
betrayal.

And in the big Long-
bridge plant, convenor Jack
Adamsgave a very weak call
for continuing the strike at
the mass meeting on
Tuesday.

  
         

 

 

 

    

 
  
  

 

BETRAYAL! -from front page
sacking threat for the second :

BL workers have there-
fore returned to work
betrayed but not defeated.
They are like an army who
got half way out of the
trenches, but were ordered
back by their generals before
the real battle could begin.
Edwardes has once again
been saved by the intervent-
ion of the trade union
leaders. ‘

The sell-out formula is
actually worse than the
original offer, since one of
the ‘concessions’ agreed was
a commitmentto negotiate a
new procedure agreement —

the one Edwardes has been
trying to get in for the
past year, which contains
far-reaching no-strike
clauses!

Despite their victory,
which has serious implicat-
ions far beyond BL asfar as
Thatcher’s four per cent pol-
icy is concerned, manage-
ment was shaken by this
strike.

At Cowley they -were
panicking so much they sent
managers to leaflet the mass
meeting at the gates. And
Edwardes had put back the

 
Leyland

 
 

time.
But thatislittle consola-

tion to BL workers facing
low wages and harsh condi-
tions in the plants now.
They must very seriously
examine the roots of their
betrayal.

A new drive must be
made into the BL unions
for democratic reforms
which will tie the leadership
to the decisions of the mem-
bership. A fight must be
waged, despite the commit-
ment to the new procedure
document, for a democratic
negotiating structure which
will not allow itself to be’
pushed aside by the general
secretaries.

The BL sellout also und-
erlines the need for demo-
cracy in the unions, and the
replacement of leaders like
Duffy, Cure, Hawley and
Kitson by those who are
prepared to fight in the
interests of the working
class.

And throughout

_
the

Jabour movement, the sell-
out of the BL workers by
Duffy and Kitson and the
general secretaries must be
condemned.

CTION
Fhe LeylandAction Committee brought together
 

miltants from different

“and organise to

Ge als,  

BL factoriesto get the£20
adopted and thento help develop the strike.
t will be working to draw out t

preventrepetitions.
: Leyiand Action Committee, 194

Road,.Selly Oak, Birmingham29.
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BY BETRAYINGtheBL workers, the union
leaders have betrayed the whole working
class.

The sell-out has an obvious and immediate
impact on the pay struggle in the public
sector.

Millions of workers up against Thatcher’s
4% pay limit had looked to BL as the spear-
head of the struggle to defend living
standards: some might well have been able to
use the BL strike as a means of strengthening
their fight for strike action.

Now many will be discouraged,. fearing
isolation and similar betrayals at the hands of
their union leaders.

In the private sector, too, the sell-out will

front of claims in the car industry and in
engineering as a whole.

Now the abject capitulation of union
leaders has given every employer the green
light to follow Edwardes’ example and stand
firm on offers well below therise in the cost
of living.

But the setback is not restricted to the
wages front. Trade union tights will come

underfire throughout British industry. In BL
itself management will forge ahead with: still
more attacks on shopfloor union organisation
_including a new procedure agreement
involving no-strike clauses.

Leaders’ sabotage.
And the labour movement as-a whole will

bear: the price of the union leaders’: sabotage

charienged and defeated-the Thatcher govern-
 

have an impact. BL had emerged at the fore-_

‘of an-opportunity to mount a Struggle that -

could, by. drawing in other sections, have’

t* angered by the selfout:to” 

SocialistOrganiser, ‘Thursday 5 November1981 Pa

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
   
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
  
 
  
  
 
  

  

speech for the reopening of Parliamentt
(Wednesday).

At the forefront of the latest packa
anti-working class policies tabled for
session of Parliament are savage new
against the unions.

Queen’s Speech
The Queen’s Speech is expectedto 01

plans to open unionsupto claims fordar
for losses caused by strikes; to step up
to break up the closed shop and in
compensation paid to workers sacke
refusing to join a union; and to legalis
wholesale victimisation of “disruptive g
of workers”.

The BL mass picketing in defiance ¢

provisions of Prior’s Employment Act Vv
demonstrated that action by the we

class can sweep aside suchlegislation: bi
betrayal of this struggle will spur o1

Tories and employersto legislate and to
sider using their new anti-union laws,r
on the same timid union leaders to hold
any resistance.

Among the other Tory plans are
shackles on council spending, attack
nationalised industries and an assault'o
rights of private tenants.

On top of this will come a new barr.
spending cuts.

Such attacks could havebeen halted
still can be halted by massactionof the:
ing class. Even Edwardes was forced to
draw his most extreme threats in the fe
the BL strike...

TheBL:experience.-confirm’that al
ship:-is ‘neec tha prepared to cor
and. defeat...the we

Idetshtp.!

   
 

 
  

 
fight to build suchafe
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MUGABE’S REGIME
TIGHTENS SCREWSON
ICENTLY, Prime Minister
bert Mugabe of Zimbab-
has found it necessary to
on a rally tour of parts of
mbabwe to try to recover

failing support for his
emment and ZANU

Vv.
These rallies have ‘given
gabe the chance to use

the same_—radical
toric which won him such
ze electoral support from
oppressed masses.
He speaks to them in
ona, the language of the
gority of those who voted

him. Previously, when
gabe and others of his
pisters have spoken in
ona, they have won

ive support for defiant
tements and promises of
nAdamental improvements
the living standards of the
ss of black working
pple.
More than once such

fiant and militant state-
mts have been followed
official governmentstate-
ts in English, assuring
whites and the bosses

i the government did not
ly intend to take all the

md from the rich land-
ners, that workers in the
tories would not immed-

lely get a living wage.

Rhetoric

We do not know whether
h ‘corrections’ have also
n made in Shonato the

gasses. It, seems less than
ely. But whatever the
toric of Mugabe and his

wernment, it is precisely
pcause the promises are not
ing translated into reality
at it is now necessary for

.
not so long afters his

ormous electoral victory,
have to tour those regions

there he could oncerely on
ost total support.
Each day the balancing

ton which he tries. to
intain his position is com-
under greater and greater

hallenge. A government
hich claims on the one
pnd to be there to meetall
he needs of the masses, and

the other, promises. to
tect the property ‘and

ofits of the ‘capitalists is
‘ays attempting to achieve

n impossible balance.
When capitalist property

mains more or less intact,
s is the case in Zimbabwe,
hen the capitalists have
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news

See
a

cheir own representatives
sitting in the cabinet, when
the forces of the state are
used to  proect private
property, then the govern-
ment, whatever it says or

promises, is a bosses’ govern-
ment.

That always was the case
with Mugabe’s bosses’
government.. If. is now
coming to be seen to be the
case. Workers and peasants
are seeing before them a

government which sends out
the police if they strike, the
army if they try to occupy

land. And at the sametime,
their daily standard of living
is continuing at the same
appalling level without any
sign of the improvements
which Mugabe and ZANU
promised.

Mugabe tries to attract
investment through creating
and maintaining conditions
‘of productivity. He uses the
resources of his government
to. show the capitalists
watching that the capitalists
already investing inside Zim-
babwe are reaping profits
from their investments.

And the profits of any
capitalist. come only from
the exploitation of workers
—particularly in a situation
such as Zimbabwe where
technology is limited and
concentrated in a few areas
of production, capitalist
profits must mean cheap
labour.

- That is what Mugabe has
really set as his task when
he talks about attracting
investment and search for
IMIloans.

Restricted
In these circumstances,

the reforms which Mugabe
undertakes have to be
severely restricted and make
no real inypact on the stan-
dards ofliving of the masses.

Inflation is rising -pres-
ently at more than 20%.
The unemployment under
Smith remains more or fess
unchanged.

The redistribution ofthe
iand, absolutely central to
Musabe’s appeal to the mass

je without land or

the rural areas ys
axtremeh slowh

ing seeded ur ons

wt    

 

 
 

Zimbabwe's unemployed have made few gains out ofMugabe's election
whether unused or even
some land used by big
landowners—and defy the
attempts of Mugabe’s
government to move them.

For thousands who
fought against Smith, for
millions who listened to
Mugabe’s promises of radical
change, the fact that their
own daily poverty and hard-
ship continues creates. a
climate of growing confusion
and dissatisfaction.

Crawl
This climate makes it

possible in turn for the
rejected reactionaries and
opportunists of yesterdayto
crawl out of their holes and
try to pose as the champions
of the masses against
Mugabe’s governmenttoday.

Muzorewa and Sithole,
who joined Smith’s govern-
ment, have both been greatly
increasing their political
activity over the last few
months.

But for the moment, at
least, Nkomo, with

_
his

ZAPU party holding a
minority of cabinet seats
and himself owning enor-
mous amounts of land is
probably too wedded to
both to take the great risks
of any real attempt to build
the growing opposition
against Mugabe.

The bosses

—
sitting in

Mugabe’s government and
controlling the economy
view the developing political
instability with a great deal
ot trepidation. Mugabe has
never been thefirst choice of
the imperialists and the
capitalists.

His election, over their
‘svoured stooges, was a
=sasy blow to their direct

 

 
control. He still remains in
their eyes, far too easily
able to mobilise a mass base
against them again,

They will try to keep
their options open. At the
moment, there is at this
stage no real alternative for
the imperialists to promote.

But in a sense there is no
need for them to try to
promote any alternative.
For, since he has come to
power, Mugabehas been able
to do what Smith and
Muzorewa could never do
for the capitalists. He has
disarmed the guerrillas.

He has renewedthestate
of emergency imposed by
Smith. He has banned all
demonstrations and marches
without the permission of
his government and the
police. He has made sure
that some of Smith’scabinet
ministers are still sitting in
the cabinet today.

He has appointed one of
Smith’s generals to head the
army. His ministers have
warned workers that strikes
will not be tolerated. And
over the last week, it has
been Mugabe who has sent
Smith’s old police to arrest
hundredsofstrikers.

Threat

Mugabe argues that the
repressive measures he has
taken are necessary to guard
against the threat of reac-
tion—both from the right
wing inside Zimbabwe, and
the South African army on

the border, and the South
African agents operating
inside.

He is correct to see a
threat from these sources.
South African agents have

   

 

 

JIM FARNHAM looks at the developmentsin
Zimbabwe since Robert Mugabe’s landslide
election victor

just murdered an ANCleader
in Zimbabwe. South African
troops are terrorising parts
of Angola, South African
troops occupy Namibia.

The generals who sit in
the apartheid regime of the
South African bosses are
ready to use any measure of
brutality and barbarism to
protect stability (i.e. capital-
ist rule) in Southern Africa.

Stretch

But theSouthern African
rulers are not ready to
further stretch their army,
which has enough to do
already and®is faced with the
growing development of
struggle by black workers
inside South Africa.

They would be reluctant
to take on the still militant
and relatively mobilisedZim-
babwean masses.

Of course it remains a
real threat, and will become
more real the more desper-
ate the South African rulers
become.

But there is only one
way that this threat can be
fought,.only one_force
strong enoughto destroy it—
the strength of the workers
of Zimbabwe, united with
the peasants and ‘drawing on
the strength of the black
workers of South Africa.

Shoot
Mugabe talks about a

‘mass militia’ of armed
workers and peasants. But
how does he act to arm
against reaction? He sends
Smith’s army to disarm the
guerrillas with the help of
British imperialist troops,
and gives them the right to
shoot on sight any worker
or peasant with a weapon.

His actionscreate exactly
the confusion and growing
dissatisfactionwhich makeit
possible for the reaction-
aries to start looking for any
kind of popular support.

Mugabe is under enor-
mous mass pressure. He can

notignoreit if he is to main-
tain his position.

This makes it possible
that he will zig-zag from
increased repression to new,
limited reforms. But while
capitalist property and
profits are being protected,
the scope for reform is
minute.

Marxists will support any
progressive measures forced
on Mugabe, but at every
point promote the indepen-
dent strength and organisa-
tion of workers, necessary to
defend any gains and extend
them so that human needs
are met.

Topple
At the moment, the reac-

tionaries have nothing like
the strength necessary to try
to topple Mugabe. The big
capitalists do not have the
political will and confidence
to move in that direction in
an effort to re-establish their
direct control of the govern-
ment through the Smiths
and Muzorewas.

Mugabe and someofhis
Ministers now speak more
and more openly of the
possibility (sometimes the
‘necessity’) of a one-party
state. There is no doubt that
they will try to present this
as a measure to clamp down
against the forces of reac-
tion.

In the same way they
have already presented their
recent moves to clamp down
on meetings, demonstrations
and rallies as being aimed at

 

the Muzorewa and Sithole
right-wing.

But the reality has
already become unmistak-
ably clear. Hardly had new
measures of control been
announced than they were
being used against strikers,
with several hundred being
arrested.

The nurses and teachers
on strike are amongst the
most articulate and organis-
ed in Zimbabwe.Their strike
represents much more than
their own anger at the lack
of improvements in their
living standards under
Mugabe’s government.It isa
sign of the deep under
currents of anger and dissat-
isfaction building up right
throughout theworkingclass
and amongst the peasants. .

Mugabe’s recent measures
to tighten control have also
included the formation of a
new crack police unit, under
his direct command.

“* Poverty 

The situation is not
getting better. The nurses
and teachers face real
poverty and hardship, but
they are not the most
oppressed or poverty-
stricken people in Zim-
babweby a long way.

There is a real danger
that they will be portrayed
as the rich and fat of the
cities, trying to get more
for themselves at the
expense of those in the
countryside who grow
poorer and poorer.

Through presenting such
a distortion of reality,
opportunists can use the
current situation to rally
support in the countryside,
directing it against urban
strikers.

It is exactly the condi-
tions of scarcity and confus-
ion which are develdping in
Zimbabwe today in which
the oppressed and exploited
can be turned against each
other—those in the country-
side against those in the
towns. Only a bold political
campaign, to unite in
struggle the workers and
peasants of the rural areas
with those in the towns can
remove that danger.

If they fight behind a
revolutionary programme
which will draw the peasants
into struggle behind their
leadership, the workers of
Zimbabwe can move forward
to carry their gains already
won in struggle through to
the struggle for the only
solution which can meet the
needs of the masses—the
defeat of the capitalists and
the bosses government under
Mugabe, and the building of
socialism and a workers and
peasants government,as part
of the Southern African and
world revolutions.

To move in this direc-
tion workers need their own
revolutionary party, based at
every point on the indepen-
dent strength and interests
of the workingclass.

This means independence
from the bosses, to whom
Mugabe is trying to tie
workers in ‘participation’-
style collaboration commit-
tees; independence from the
petty bourgeois forces who

.Jead ZANU and ZAPU and
act to promote their own
careers at the expense of
workers; independence from
the forces of the state which
Mugabe presents as
defenders of the masses, but
uses. against workers and
peasants in struggle; indepen-
dence from thebureaucrats
who are seeking to establish
a trade union bureaucracy
from above.
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=World news

Solidarnosccall to
end strikes ~~~

THE Presidium of Solidar-
nosc has called upon its ten
million members to immed-
iately cease all strike action

“The economic situation
is critical. On the one hand,
numerousproblemscontinue
to remain unresolved and
jead to injustices and provo-
cations which only heighten
public indignation. On the
other hand, there are protest
actions of a wildcat -

character...
“Wishing to salvage all

that we have gained as a
trade. union and to safeguard
the possibility of carrying
out actions which are not
contrary to society’s
interest, we thereforecall on
the members of Solidarnosc
to cease immediately all
strike action.”

Spanish

 

The three-hour general
strike called officially {ast
Wednesday by the Union’s
Presidium, has not quenched
the desire of the rank and
file workers. In fact, of the
49 provinces, 23 either still
have strikes or are planning
some strike action in the
proximate future.

Continuing food  short-
ages, the breakdown of the
distribution system and the
shortages of fuel and other
heating materials, which will
become more and.more
urgent as winter comesinto
its own—are sweeping apart
the last remnants of the
Polish workers’ and farmers’
patience.

One of the main justifi-
cations for the new appeal
to the union’s membership
is that the union risks

out!
IT WASrevealed last week
that the Spanish govern-
ment has sent 1000 com-
bat troops to Equatorial
Guinea, which is a former
Spanish African colony.
The Spanish government,
and thebankergand bosses
behind it, were involved
in the military coup that
toppled the bloody dictator-
ship of Macias Nguema in
1979.

The new military regime
under ILt-Col Teodoro
Nguemaset out to stabil-

FSLN
trade
THREE bosses’ leaders
and four trade unionists
werelastweek sentenced to
seven months’jailin Nicar-
agua for ‘undermining the
economy’.

The policy of trying to
balance between the class-
es followed by the Sand- 

ise capitalist control over
this impoverished country.
As the sendingof imperial-
ist troops shows, this task
of disciplining the oppress-
ed masses; of crushing
resistance to terrible (and
worsening) poverty, cannot
be left to the neocolonial
puppet regime alone.

For the Spanish working
class, thetask is to mobilise
the maximum supporting
action to help the working
people in their courageous
struggle.

 troops
—

 

“4osing the support of the
population: the realisation
of the union’s political
objectives will become com-

pletely void ofall meaning.”
On both accounts the

“justification”for thecall to
end unofficial action is
erroneous.

The wildcat strikes are
an expression of dissatisfac-
tion with the moderate,
compliant politics of the
Walesa leadership. Rather
than popular anger becoming
dissipated and sapped, a new

deeper and fiercer wave of
protest and anger is sweeping
the country, threatening to
explode.

The riots in Katowice
and Wroclaw, the continuing
strike in the Jelenia Gora
district, demanding_the
replacement of a local Com-

 
  
 
  
   
  
 
  
        

Peru
LAST WEEKPeru’sInter-
ior Minister resigned from
the. government, and Pres-
ident Belaunde Terry
carried out a major cabin-
et reshuffle. This crisis in
the top ranks of the bosses’
government reflects the
underlying crisis of the
bosses’ rule in Peru.

The world capitalist crisis
is having a devastating
effect on the economy —

inflation is at least 80%,
and rising; manufacturing:
industry is suffering 4

unionists
inista leadership every day
weakenstheposition of the
workingmasses, and opens
up opportunities for the
bosses. This leadership was

swept to governmentby the
mass uprising of the
oppressed against the
bloody Somoza_ dictator-
ship — and then pro-
ceeded to act in defence of
the private property of the
anti-Somozacapitalists.

Masspressurehasforced
the leadership to approve
some of the real reforms
that workers and peasants
have brought about
through their actions and
organisations. But all the
time it has remainedtied to
an alliancewiththebosses.

Action
While the government

has been forced to take
action against. the more
open capitalist right-wing-
ers, they have at the same

be

time directed their main
force against the militant
workers and organisations
whoseek to carry the revo-
lution through in the inter-
ests of the oppressed — to
the smashing of the capit-
alist system of profits, and
the building of a planned
socialist economy to meet
the needsofall people.

Emergency
The year-long state of

emergencyrecently declar-
ed by the government was
presented as a weapon ag-.
ainst any sabotage of the
economy by right wing
forces. In fact, as the law
banning all strikes (‘eco-
nomic sabotage’) shows,
themain target is the work-
ing class.

Many militants have
been arrested since the
Sandinista leaders. came
to power. As.the struggle
sharpens, this repression
willescalate.

poe te

 
Walesa

munist apparatchik and the
jouder proclamations of
Solidarnosc militants like
Jurezyk (runner-up in the
Solidarnosc leadership elec-
tions) of the need to pull out
of the Warsaw Pact, all
point in the opposite direc-
tion from Walesa’s prog-
nosis.

The union’s objectives
and political/socialaims, can
only be those which the
rank andfiledesires to argue
and fight for. Right now,
the rank and file in its hun-
dreds of thousands are

voting with their feet against
CP control in the factories
and farms and against the
deprivations they are daily
suffering—and, no doubt,
against the plans thebureau-
crats, the Church and the
Solidarnosc moderates have
for dumping the burden of
putting the country back
together again on_their

crisis
severe crisis of profits,
which hasalready led boss-
es to lay off thousands of
workers (one in seven text-
ile jobs have already been
destroyed).

  

Mounting
The anger, militancy and

resistance of working
people is mounting. Union
leaders have been forced to
threaten the government
with-national protest
strikes. Guerilla fighters
have stepped up their att-
ackson thearmy.

It is clear that many
other struggles and devel-
opments are not being
reported in the capitalist
press. In their increasingly
desperate efforts to control
the masses, the govern-
ment has already declared
martial law over some reg-
ions, and launched a wave
of repressive attacks.

Opportunist
The Interior Minister

resigned after the murder
of a student by police,
declaringthatthe ‘incident’
had ‘caused repugnance to
my democratic conscience’.
This opportunist, who has
long been happy to serve
the bosses in government,
now sensesthat the tide is
flowing strongly against
Belaunde’s regime.

The working people can
never rely on such bosses’
politicians — no matter
how ‘democratic’ they try
to appear, their first con-

cern is always the protect-
ion of bosses’ rule, whichis
the root of the poverty and
oppression forced on work-
ingpeople.

Jim Farnham

shoulders.
In a new government

reshuffle, General Jaruizel-
ski, trying to create a
“broader social and political
consensus” around the
government, has co-opted
‘into ministerial posts, the
head of the small Democra-
tic Party,Edward Kowakzyk
whowillhave the unenviable
task of sorting out. internal
trade, wages, etc; a leader of
the PAX movement, and
other assorted technocrats.

After months of angling
for a broad National Front
type government which
would have sufficient moral
authority as well as physical
muscle to impose order on
the country, the Stalinists
have had to temporarily
settle for this rather less
grandiose “‘raprochement”
with society.

Refused
So far, the increasingly

independent Sejm (Parlia-
ment) has, in exchange for
Walesa’s appeal, refused to
ratify Jerzelski’s request that
a statutory ban be imposed
on all future strikes and
industrial action.

Walesa’s appeal was
bolstered up by threats to
resign if it was not accepted
by Solidarnosc members,
and if Solidarnosc’s National
Commission—a much more
radical body than Walesa’s
virtually hand-picked Presid-
ium—was not prepared to
discuss disciplinary action
against leaders. of unofficial
strike actions. —

Policing
The Presidium is openly

becoming a policing agency
for the bureaucracy within
the workers’ movement. The
victimisation of militants
would be a disastrous and
morale-destroyingenterprise,

’ giving the initiative to the
bureaucrats and their
Moscow paymasters.

The Polish workers’
movement must reject all
such attempts by: Walesa,
and tell both the bureau-~
cracy and the Parliamentar-
ians that any passing of anti-
strike legislation will be met
with the contempt it
deserves.

However—and this is
‘undoubtedly the gravest of
all problems—the wildcat
strikes and the new militant
wave must be channelled and
geared to the construction of
a durable, combative
workers’ power, taking over
the production, distribution
and maintenance of industry
and services.

Salvaging
Only by the eradication

of bureaucratic parasitism
and irrationality can a
workers’ economic plan
provide the possibility of
salvaging the economy and
preventing the degradation
of our class.

So far, the power of the
workers has been like a veto,

- checking all initiatives taken
by the bureaucracy, and
levelling to dust their most
well laid plans.

If Poland is not to be
taken down the road of
bureaucratic salvation—
shackled in perpetuity to the
IMF and the World Bank,
this powerful veto must be
turned into an organised
power, democratically
running society from local to
nationalgovernment level.
cee

ED
Due to pressure of space, the
third part of John Lister’s
series of articles ‘Marxism
and_ the. Polish Revolution’
has had to be:postponed.
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“Turkishcopsin «

Turkish
- fascists
relieved

THE TRIAL of the leaders
of the’ fascist National
Action Party (NAP) has been
one of the most sensitive
issues for the military junta
headed by General Evren.

Prosecutors have sought
capital punishment of
around 300 fascist leaders of
NAP.

Also on trial were around
300 leaders and militant
members of fascist front
organisations, bringing the
total number to around 600.

This combination. (the
official party leadership tried
alongside militant fascists
who ‘are responsible for
murders and massacres “of
workers, leftists and demo-
crats) should have meant
that heavier charges were
laid against theofficialparty
leadership as well as greater

‘political discredit for the
Party.

But it didn’t go thisway.
After the first sessions of the
trial, during which theprose-
cutor’s 1,000 pages of docu-
ments were detailed, the
judges decided that the 285
fascist killers should be
excluded from theNAP trial.

Happy
Cumhuriyet (a pro-RPP-

Ecevit paper with bourgeois
radical views) reported that
all the fascist leaders were
quite happy with this
decision.

Turkesh, the leader of
the fascist movement then
spoke in his own defence
against the prosecutor’s
document and claimed it was

prépared from a “Marxist”
viewpoint.

He went further, and
threatened the prosecutors,
saying: “There is a

tomorrow of today” and “TI
would not like to sacrifice
the prosecutors. And I don’t
think that these views are
their own product. I think
that this documentation was

prepared under pressure.”
These words amount, in

THETRANSITIONALPROGRAM FORIALISTSOLUTION
LEON TROTSKY

: from Socialist Organiser
:

33'MiddleLane,London NB.

fascist terminology, |
death threat. And it
understood as such. In
following session two o

judgesresigned.
The fascist leaders

delighted by the resign
statements and cheered
judges by saying “That
well done.”

This was obviously
as a victory for Turkesh
the junta. But two Vv
later came a shock dec
by the Generals to
down the major right:
newspaper, Tercuman.

But it was not onl
right wing which
attacked for criticising
Generals.

RPP leader E
producedacritical rep
Evren’s speech introd
the decree to ban all po!
parties.

Ecevit now face
certain charge for this
ment.

Meanwhile the ji
High Court of Arbitr.
which decided on all
tions of wages and wo
conditionshas swung th
at workers’ living stand:

Referring to the jt
phony figures for infl
the court has cut the
increase already conced

The cuts range |
much. as 50%—and in
factories money already
will actually be taken
in some instances w
face increased tax pay!
for wage rises they wil
neverreceive!

As the Evren
balances between the j
of the fascists and the
of the working class
plain that the main
are Turkey’s workers
peasants.

A revolutionary |
ship is needed to me
these forces in the st!
to oust the junta, and
throw the crisis
system which the Ge
and the fascists see
defend.
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‘against thelaw”
I
;

RY DAY, week in and
out, the police forces

ngland, Wales and Scot-
are preparing and occas-

ly executing attackson
Imen and lesbians. :

To some extent this is
surprising. Being gay

ns (at least partly)
ng sex. The police see
job as exerting the sort

bontrol over society that”
think it should have.

we activitiesare incom-
ble.
it isn’t simply a question
Bay sex being illegal in
t ordinary circumstances
ich is the case), for
ish (and thusWelsh) law
uch that almost any act
be seen as illegal. The

lenge to the police is
best to secure convic-

Disapprove
lin this respect at least
police don’t discriminate
nst gays any more than
ast other sections of the
munity of whom they
pprove.
t times it seems thatthe
finds the prospect of
gay sex so disgusting

it may only takeplace
ween two men over 21 in
place where the most
rmir2d “member of the
lic’ cannot possibly
zr without using a pick-
For example, men have
n convicted because they

sex in a locked - hotel
m — for hotel rooms

regarded as “not
yate” enough for the pur-
e. But even this is not a

enough law for zealous
icepe sons,
Recx :tly there have been
secu ‘ons brought under
? lic Order Act, which

is posed to deal with
iscist demonstrations

Ht 1930s.

Lesbians -

And pretty much any-
mg you do can be seen.as
haviour likely to

pasion a breach of the
lace”’,particularly as there
no legislationwhich specif-

lv restricts lesbians.

 
The Report of the Work-

ing Party on Community/
Police Relations in Lam-
beth*, on which I worked,
found evidence of police
harassment of gay people
which is typical of the cases
which gay organisations
come across.

For example, one gay
man told the workingparty:

“In October 1979 I was
walking along Streatham
High Road in the early
morning with my lover. We
were holding hands as we
often do.

Walk
A police car wentpast us,

then stopped, and three uni-
formed officers jumped out.
They came towards us, and
one said ‘What do you think
you’re doing?’ I replied that
we were just going for a
walk, and he said ‘No, what
do you thinkyou are doing?’
I repeated that we were

going for a walk and hesaid
That’s against the law’,
obviously referring to our
holding hands. :

I asked him which law it
was against, and he got a bit
flustered and said ‘Never you
fucking mind, don’t come
the cunt withme.’

Dew

‘Accepted behaviouron footballfields: why notthestreet?”
“We walked on... about

5 minutes fater the same
police car came down the
road and followed slowly
behind us... The car caught
up with us and one of the
policemencalled out, ‘If you
don’t fuck off home where
you belong, we’ll give you a
good hiding. We don’t like
queers around here.”

Wealso had a report of a
lesbian who had been
detained and harassed by
police at Waterloo Station
because she was wearing a

badge with a lesbian libera-
tion slgoan.

But the main police
attack is on us gay men who
meet and enjoy sex in more
public places such astoilets.

.

It has to be stressed that
such police activity is hardly
ever the result of a

complaint from a memberof
the public. As one gay group
said of Streatham Common
where gay men meet to have
sex: .“You could walk over
that common at night and
never notice that it is going
on... you can walk along
official paths and see cigar-
ette lights almost like fairies
disappearing in the dark.
You wouldn’t notice unless
you really know what is

Nhenevenholdin
going on.”

But the police know that
this is one place where they
can get easy convictions and
they regularly drive across
the common searching for
gay men. One witness whose
home overlooked the com-
mon and didn’t know or
care about the gay sex said
of the police:

“They would come punc-
tually at one o’clock, with
the searchlights beaming
across the common, going
pretty fast they were too.”

Priorities
So this was one of the

priorities of the Lambeth
police at the very time that
the SPG was being drafted
into Brixton to deal with
what they then described as
a large increase in crime.

The WorkingParty found
that generally—and particu-
larly in the case of black
people—the police attack on
the streets was complemen-
ted by their complicity in
attackson the home.Thatis,
the police were reluctant to
take action on crimes com-
mitted against those whom
they harassed on thestreet.

There was evidence thatFIG
TWO RECENT©decisions
have broughtthequestion of
sexual rights into the news,
and give hope thattheissues
may finally be being taken
seriously.

*The European Court
has just ruled that Britain is
violating the rights of homo-
sexual men in the North of
Ireland. All male homosex-
ual acts are illegal there.

When Britain imposed
direct rule over the province,
legislation was drafted to
bring Northern Ireland into
line with: British laws on
homosexuality. But the law
was not introduced because
of pressure from the Union-
ists, led by Ian Paisley and
his campaign to “Save Ulster
from Sodomy”.

It was the Labour govern-
ment which drew up the

Vhere we stand
labour movement, Organise full support for black self-
defence. Build workers’ defence squads.
* The capitalist police are an enemy for the working class.

|

* Organise the left to bea
attacks on union. rights;

t back the Tories’ attacks! No to
defend the picket-line; no state

interference in our unions! No to any wage eurbs. Labour
must support all struggles for better living standards and
conditions. .
* Wage rises should at the very least keep up with price
increases. For a pre’ index calculated by working class

|
organisations, as the basis for clauses in all wage agreements
to provide automatic monthly rises in line with the true cost

of living for the workirg class. The same inflation-proofing
should apply to state benefits,grants and pensions.
= Fight for improvements in the social services, and against
cuts, Protection for those services against inflation by auto-

matic inflation-proofingof expenditure. For occupations and

supporting strike action to defend jobs andservices.
> End unemployment. Cut hours, not jobs. Fight for a 35

hour week and an end to overtime, Demand work-sharing
without loss of pay? Organise the unemployed — campaign
for a programme of useful public works to create new jobs
for the unemployed.

|
* Defend all jobs! Open the books of those firms that threat-
en closure or redundancies, along with those of their suppl-
iers and bankers, to elected trade union committees. For

occupation and blacking action to halt the closures. For

nationalisation

.
without compensation under workers’

management.
= Make the bosses pay, not the working class. Millions for

hospitals, not a penny for: ‘defence’! Nationalise the banks
and financial institutions, without compensation. End the

mierest burden on council housing and other public services.
* Freeze rents and rates. ,

= Scrap all immigration controls. Race is not a problem:
_ vactsm vs. The labour movement must mobilise to drive the

} fascists off the streets. Purge racists from positions in the
f

Support ali demands to weaken them as a bosses’ striking
force: dissolution of special squads (SPG, Special Branch,
M15,etc.),public accountability,etc.
*Free abortion on demand. Women’s equal right to work and
full equality for women. Defend and extend free state
nursery and childcare provision.
* Against attacks on gaysbythestate: abolish all laws which
discriminate against lesbiansand gay men; for the right of the
gay community to organise and affirm their stand publicly.
* The Irish people — as a whole — should have the right to
determine their own future. Get the British troops out now!
Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act. Political status for
Irish Republican prisoners as a matter of urgency.
* The black working people of South Africa should get full
support from the British labour movement for their strikes,
struggles and armed combat against the white supremacist
regime. South Africangoodsandservices should be blacked.
* It is essential to achieve the fullest democracy in the lasour
movement. Automatic reselection of MPs during each parlia-
mentand the election by annua} conference of party leaders.
Annual election of all trade union officials, who should be
paid the average for the trade.
* The chaos, waste, human suffering and misery of capitalism
now — in Britain and throughout the world — show the
urgent need to establish rational, democratic,human control
over the economy, to make the decisive sectors of industry
social property, under workers’ contro]. The strength of the
labour movement fies in the rank. and file. Our perspective
must be working class action to raze the capitalist system
down to its foundations, and to put a working class socialist
alternative in its place — rather than having our represcnt-
alives run the system and waiting for crumbs from the tables
of the bankers and the bosses. 

  
  

this was precisely the case in
their dealings with gay
people. One gay man told
us that he had_invited
another man, Steve, whom
he had metin a pub, to go
back to hisflat.

Coffee
Whilst he was making

coffee Steve let two more
men into the flat. All three
then attacked him with a
knife, stole his money and
smasheduphisflat.

He told us:
“There was blood all

over the place. The police
came straight away . . . (the
following day) 1 described
what had happened to me
and said I wanted to make
a statement.

. . .
In answer to their

questions I stated explicitly
that there had been no
sexual contact between
Steve and myself. I was
asked how old he had been,
and I replied that he was
20ish. (The Detective Con-
stable) then suggested that I

-should reconsider whether I
actually wanted to press on
with my complaint, which
surprised me.

He said that poofs wereTING SEXU

 

all the same, it was probably
a lover’s tiff and I could be
prosecuted for wasting
police time. He also said that
I ran the risk of being prose-
cuted if Steve was under 21.

The policeman who was
with him suggested that I
‘put it down to experience’
and told me that ‘in five
weeks time, when all your
injuries have healed up, then
you won’t be so mad about
it. Do you really want to
cause all this trouble.”

The police refused to
take a statement that day,
and indeed had only done
so when a witness went to
the police station with a
legal advisor. By that timeit
was almost inevitable that
“Steve” and accomplices
would not bescaught.

Attack
In a separate incident,

when a drunken man had
made a “murderous” attack
on the houses of gay people
near the Railton Road Gay
Centre, the police detained
seven of the victims and
allowed the attacker to
return later to the same
house, this time armed with
a hatchet. This attack, and
others like them, was only

g handsis
This week’s column from the Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights comes
from Chris Beer.

 

resolved by a group of gay
people finding out where the
attacker lived and threaten-
ing him withviolence.

Although these examples
are all culled from the Lam-
beth Report, they do not
reflect only thebehaviourof
the police and gays in that
Borough. Gay organisations,
particularly the Gay Rights
Committee of the National
Council for Civil Liberties,
havefilesof similar incidents
from many parts of the
country.

Somecases are far worse
indictments of police
attitudes to gay people: the
cases in this article show the
general pattern. Next week
we will analyse the nature
of the police attack on
lesbiansand gay men.

*Report of the Working
Party on Community/Police
Relations in Lambeth,pub-
lished in January 1981 by
the London Borough of
Lambeth,London SW2.

ee

Contict Labour Campaign
for Gay Rights, c/o 61a
Bloom St, Manchester M1CcemmepeeeaeraamnnnerAL

OPPRESSION
legislation and then dropped
it in an attempt to get a
pact with the Unionists.

Of the four out of 19
judges in the European court
who voted against the
decision, one was the judge
from the Irish Republic
where homosexuality is also
illegal.

It certainly seems like a
text-book illustration of
James Connolly’s prophesy
that the partition of Ireland
would lead to a “carnival of
reaction” both sides of the
border.

*An industrial tribunal
ruled last week that Julie

Bigot Paisley

Hyatt, who gave up her
job because of her boss’s
persistent sexual advances,
was entitled to compensa-
tion for unfair dismissal.

This is the first decision
which recognises thatvictims
of sexual harassmentat work
are entitled to legal protec-
tion. :

*According to a report
by the British Association
for the Study and Prevention
of Child Abuse and Negiect
at least four children are
sexually abused every 24
hours. Their figures explode
the popular mythsaboutthe
subject: “Lolitas” and
strange men. 

Three quarters of all
abuse is committed by rela-
tives and close family
friends. 40% of the child
victims are under 11 and
13% are undertheage of 6.
~ Worryingly, the Report
points to the reluctance of
social workers to intervene
or even acknowledge the
situation. Their reluctance is
probably understandable,
‘though not defensible, in the
context of glorification of
the familyand the overriding
need to “keep the family
together” which:clearly con-
flicts with the rights of
children to be protected
from assaults by their
fathers,uncles, etc.

Thereport also finds that
adults who had been sexual-
ly abused as children found
it particularly difficult to
form relationships which
combined attachment with
sexuality.

This seems to confirm a.
claim made by author
Andrea Dworkin that there
is a direct correlation
between incest and child
abuse on the one hand and
women going into prostitu-
tion. She claims 75% of
prostitutes surveyed were
incest victims.

:

Even if the figures are

open to dispute, the conclu-
sion of the reality behind
the “happy families”myth is
pretty devastating.

*What civilised folk they
have at the Beeb! Dr Robert’
Burchfield has been investi-
gating BBC English and
advising on correct pronunci-
ation. The acting programme
organiser of Radio Carlisle

‘objecteth_to some of his
verdicts: “Hf we pronounced
everythingtheway suggested
here, our Northern listeners
would feel we’re a bunch of
poofters”. Never mind the
accents,feel thebigotry!
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MASS SUPPORT VERSUS
CORRIDOR POLITICS

Jeremy Corbyn
continues the
debate on
whethera new
campaigningLeft
alliance is needed
in the Labour
Party after the
Brighton
conference.

THERE CAN be no doubt
thatthe Left suffered some
setbacks at Brighton as a
result of massive media
coverage of the Right’s
activities aided bylavish
campaigning and resources
from theirapparatchiks.
’ The contrasts of the
Brighton results are clear to
see: Tony Benn’s near miss
in factrepresents a massive
achievement for the cam-
paign — to lose by less than
one per cent after an unpre-
cedented media hatchet job
shows what support thereis
in the labour movementfor
a leadership determined to
carry out ourpolicies.

The new NEC member-
ship amplydemonstrate the
results of right wing corri-
dor politics and the farce of
‘left’ unions voting for right
wing candidatesto get their  

favoured person on.
However the constituen-

cy sections of the Confer-
ence voted 83 per cent for
Benn andsolidly for many
of the policy changes —

much work still has to be
donein buildingsupport in
an organised way in the
constituencies, but the
priority of work and organ-
isation to get a leadershi
that will carry out the pol-
icies must be in the trade
unions.
--Fhe activities of umion

leaderships can be amply
demonstrated in the role of 
 

the unions in voting for
nuclear disarmament and
then supporting a candid-
ate for deputy leadership
who has promised not to
serve in a Labour Govern-
ment committed to this
policy. Quite clearlya large
numberof union conferen-
ces took policy decisions at
their conferences and then
allowed their General
Secretaries and delegations
to cast the vital votes for
both the NEC and the
deputy leaderof the Party.

The crucial question is,
where do we go from here?   Right-wingon

the offensive
BOTHtheLabourright wing
and the new Foot-Kinnock
‘centre’ are staking out the
ground for their strategies
after the Brighton Labour
Party conference.

The Manifesto Group of
55 right wing MPs sent a

deputation to Michael Foot
last Thursday (29th).

rrgHelp us make our

circulation JUMP!|
Take a bundle
of SO to sell!

Many readers tell us
they think Socialist
Organiser has improved
greatly since we went
weekly. And our circul-
ation has improved,
too.

They said they were
writing to Labour’s National
Executive demanding that
Pat Wall should not be
endorsed as candidate for
Bradford North—on no

apparent grounds other than
Waill’s left-wing views. They
are calling for a purge of
“Militant? supporters from

the LabourParty,and of left
wingers from NEC sub-com-
mittees.

Future
Manifesto Group

treasurer Ken Weetchsaid he
wanted “clear signals ... .

showing that the party was

 
If the policy gains of the

Party are to be carried out
and Labour voters are to be
given any confidence that
the Party means to elect a
Labour Government com-
mitted to fundamentally
altering ownership and
distribution of wealth, we
must campaign for changes
in the PLP constitution and
in NEC membership.

Anew campaigning body
is needed that will harness
the energies of all the
groups who supported the
deputy leadership cam-
paign and will transfer the 
Shore
going to be more, moderate
in future.” The right-wing
MPs want ‘tan accommoda-
tion’— ie. a  watering-
down—on issues like
unilateral disarmament,
incomes policy, and EEC
withdrawal.

Peter Shore—who owes
his tattered ‘left-wing’ repu-

  

demands to the
r

trade
unions.
A Labour

.
Government

will only be sustained in
office on massive rank and
file trade union support,
and that support cannot be
‘won and kept during a
three week election cim-
paign. It has to be sought
now,and thismeans taking
the campai outside all
the norm orbits and
questioning the way in
which trade unions cast
their votes and how they
elect: their delegations to
Party conference.

The first objective of any
campaign must be to gain
agreement on seven cand-
idates for the CLP section
of the National Executive,
twelve for the trade union
section, and campaign for
the alteration of PLP rules
to end the position where
theyare in effect above and
beyondtheparty.

The election of women
members to the NECis an
insult, where the union
block votes were used to

_dominate this section with
members who show no
allegiance to the policies
of the. women’s conference
and, withone exception, no
determination to even att-
emptto represent them.

The other objectives
must be to extend our
campaigning and involve-
mentto all the groups who
became involved in the
deputy leadership cam-
paign who had_hitherto
not beeninvolved in Labour

 

tation solely to nationalist
anti-EEC demagogy—follow-
ed up the next day with a

demand .to ‘turf out the
Frots’ and an attack on

‘organised subversion’ (i.e.
conference delegates voting
for policies Peter Shore
doesn’t like?)

There are a lot of signs
that Michael Foot is willing
to go along with “an accom-
modation” on policy. He
and his co-thinkers,however,
want to couple that, not
with sweeping purges, but
with a cooption of the Left
into. the watered-down
consensus.

Thus the support by
- Foot, by general secretary

Ron Hayward, and by the

 
Benn
politics because they felt
it,was not relevant to them
— women’s groups, eth-
nic- minority organisations,
gay groups. This calls into
question the role and state
of Party organisation that
restricts affiliation to a
strictly limitéd sphere of
trade union and Part
branches and a’ sm
number of socialist
societies.

The purpose of such
campaigning must be to
win people to the Labour
Party to enforce the carry-
ing out of Party policy by
electing leaders who are
preparedto do that.

Masssupport for the pol-
icies of the Party and a det-
ermination to carry them
out will not be achieved
by wheeling and dealing in
conference corridors but
only by a thoroughgoing
campaign atall levels.

[° This article previously
appeared in the November
‘London LabourBriefing’]

 

Foot
NEC majority, for keeping
Tony Benn as chair of the
HomePolicy sub-committee,
and for changing the sub-
committees’ make-up only
slightly.

The two policies can, of
course, mesh together—the
‘centre’ can offer coopera-
tion in the NEC and the
Shadow Cabinet in
‘exchange’ for accommo-
dation on policies.

Minimum
Everything will be done

to brand firm insistance that
conference policies are
carried out as extremism.
But in reality that insistence
is the bare minimum the

, left mustfight for.

 

  
BRADFORD North Labour
Party GMChas registered a
‘sizeable step forward with
the ousting of arch right-
‘wingMP Ben Ford.

Connected witha string
of reactionarydictatorships
and sporting a wallet full
of business interests, Ford
has held the seat for 17
years.The GMC.delegates
voted 35 to 28 in favour of
recommending Pat Wall,
president of Bradford
Trades Council and a lead.
ing Militantsupporter.

This setback for the
Right comesat a time when
Bradford West MP Edward
Lyons has already deserted
Labour to join the SDP,
along with a small number:
of old-time reactionaries
The remaining right wing
are beginning to clot
around Councillor Mahor
(of buy your own council
house fame) in a newly;
formed ‘Democratic Group
whose primeaim is to halt
theinfluenceof Militant.

‘Squaring
Ford, ever master of the

understatement, comment
ed that the result was ‘no
entirely unexpected’
presumably squaring to th
reality that only six trad
union branches or Labou
wards supported him, com
pared with around 2
supporting Wall.

Delegates were doubt
less motivated byFord’
cynical disregard fo
accountability,his vote fo
Healey despite GMC views
and his continuing suppor
and membershipoftheall
party group on Namibi
in the teeth of public de
nunciation by the GMI
from its last meeting.

Despite his long associa
tion with the Right of th
party, Ford was able t
begin his contribution b
wavinga letter from Mick
ael Foot testifying to hi
‘good works’ in the Comm
ons overtheyears.

Sheaf
His twenty-minut

speech, meticulously rea
out from a sheaf of not
paper, was an A to Z «

reaction, extolling th
‘Englishman’s character
defending. the realm, de
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1981 marks the 25th Anniversary of the
Hungarian workers’ uprising, which was
brutally suppressed by the tanks of the
Kremlin bureaucracy.

JIM FARNHAM looksat the lessons of a
heroic struggle which has served as a land-
mark of the post-war fight for the revolution-
ary overthrowofStalinist rule. :

THE POWERstruggle in the
Soviet Union following the
death of Joseph Stalin in
March 1953 was more than
a simple matter of succes-
sion: it marked a crisis of
political control which
reached an agonising climax
in the Hungarian revolution
of 1956.

Militant working class
opposition to Stalinist
oppression grew throughout
the early years of the decade
and it found more space as
divisions within the ruling
bureaucracies became
clearer and resulted in vacil-
lating contradictory strate-
gies within the Stalinist
states.

The bureaucracies of -

Eastern Europe were totally
dependent on the USSR for
their power; inevitably they
were demoralised and weak-
ened by the purges and para-
noia which followed the
Yugoslavbureaucracy’s 1948
bid for independence from
Moscow.

As the Soviet bureau-
cracy struggled through the
crisis of this period (partic-
ularly on how to control the
working class—whether
through a continuation of
Stalin’s terror or a pro-
gramme of economic and
social reform) the satellite
rulers were madeparticularly
vulnerable. :

When Moscow sneezed,
Budapest and Warsaw caught
a cold—were in danger,
moreover of succumbing to
pneumonia. The conflicting
signals from the Kremlin
made them confused and
irresolute.

And the working class,
which had no need of
Kruschev’s-‘secret speech’
denouncing Stalin to make
them aware of the truth of
his. three decades of dicta-
torship, were. showing every
intention of claiming
changes beyond anything
dreamed of by Kruschevite
reformists.

Berlin
strike 1953

The first unquestionable
Sk came three

rer Stalin’s death,  
  bratally
But the reformist wing of
the Polish CP, under Gomul-
ka. better organised and
prepared than their Hungar-
tan equivalents were to

ve, was able to come to a
deal with Kruschev and to
abort the threatening Polish

revolution with a combin-
ation of reforms and repres-

“sion.
But in Hungary it took

the military might of Soviet
invasion, many months and
tens of thousands of lives
to destroy the workers’
revolution that began on the
streets of Budapest on

October 23, 1956.
In a liberal echo of the

Statinist lies that the Hungar-
300 was an antr

uapimis-

  
 
  

 

Sues tat
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sf- ess sean
& movement of the Hungar-
jan intelligentsia and
students, reaching for ‘intel-
lectual freedom’ and the
Other ‘freedoms’ that decor-
ate bourgeois democracy.

Many

.
intellectuals and

students did rally to the
revolution; for the most

 
 

 

part, though, the intelligen
sia had rallied to the grow-

 

ing Opposition movement
incorporating reformist ele-
ments among the bureau-
cracy—centred on Imre
Nagy. :

Before October,

—
this

Opposition was the loudest
and most obvious symptom
of resistance to oppresssion,
acting in the space created
by an irresolute government

.

and an increasingly militant
workingclass.

But during and after the
struggles of October most of
the Oppositionists were left
in the antechambers of
Parliament—bewildered and
indignant at the revolution-
ary reality which was rising
above their plans. for an

_orderly reform ofStalinism.
. October ated November

saw a genuine working class
revolution, originating in the
misery and oppression of the
masses. It was born in the
factories and mines, and

fought by workers on the

 

streets and in the indepen-
dent councils they created.

Student
demonstration

Yet the immediate, defin-
itive start to the revolution
was made by the students of
Budapest. Their meeting on
22 October included a
resolution that went beyond
the timid reformism of the
Writers Union and the intel-
2ctual Peto: Cirek.

=  
 
 

 joined =.
ands o7 worker
fighting: ano imsurrectwn.
The enormous statue of
Stalin, gioweting over the
city, was toppled—but only
when woskers arrived with
acetylenetorches.

That incident is in many
ways a sufficient illustra-
tion of the revolution andits

 
essentially proletarian
nature.

By the following day,
Budapest was a theatre of
war: Soviet troops entered
the city in the early morn-
ing, as they were to enter all
the industrial centres of
Hungary as the revolution
spread.

Workers and youth
armed themselves from arms
stores and barracks: the
Hungarian army, from the
earliest stages, seems mostly
to have handed over its
weapons When if was unsure

7 -ole. Increasingly, the 
x73

BOUKL come Over TO
“=e a2 of the workers.

Fehime tends emeaged
the Soviet tanks and the
loathed political police. the
AVH, in the stré@ts. More
or less organised, inadequate-
ly armed, these bands had at
their service a determination
and « courage born from
the strength and solidarity of

 
 

 

 

 
Hungarian demonstrators burnportraito.fStalin

a class fighting for its human
needs.

One commander recalls
a tram conductress in his
fighting group, who kept her
hand grenades in the pouch
used for carrying tickets
and money. She lobbed
three grenades at a Soviet
tank and missed. “Then she
must have got mad. A
Russian officer appeared in a
turret for a moment. She
ran forward, clawedher way
onto the tank, but to make
sure she waited until she had
almost reached the turret
before she blew up the tank
—and herself.”

The Hungarian bureau-
cracy brought to power Imre
Nagy (pronounced Imreh
Noyj)—the darling. of the
teformists, and a man whose
large personal prestige
among the masses was to
diminish steadily in those
bloody revolutionarydays.

Nagy promised much—
on condition that the
workers would abandon
their weapons and bring to
an end thegeneral strike that
had halted Hungary’s
factories. The government
even recognised the factory
councils—it hoped to restrict
them by bringing them
under the influence of the -

bureaucracy’strusties.
But the workers were

reaching for power, though
they were only beginning to
realise it, as#the national
insurrection grew into a prol-
etarian revolution. Workers’
councils in the factories had
proclaimed workers’ control
there.

Workers in the streets.
werefighting to control their |

lives, learning that this_
meant control over govern-|
ment and all political |
matters as well as over the.
economy. Their delegates,
they knew, were not in
Nagy’s coalition cabinets of
‘National Unity’, but in the
factory and regional
councils.

Parliament.
.

From the most militant :

of these came the response
thatwasto be the expression :
of the general mood: Nagy:
would be supported—to the-
extent that he adopted the’
workers’ programme. The:
‘National Council’ of the |

city of Miskolc, as wellas ,
demanding the withdrawal
of Soviet troops, and an
economic programme to_
satisfy the demands of
“workers, students, miners
and soldiers”, demanded
that:‘The government must
propose the formation of a
Revolutionary National
Council, based upon the
workers’ councils of the
various departments and
Budapest, and composed of
democratically etected dele-
gates from them. At the
same time the old parlia-
ment tiiust bedissolved?”

Nagy,always the prisoner
of his own Stalinist bareau-
cratic politics, now became
the hostage of the révolu-
tion. As a reformist, he was

.
|

Dissolve .

|
|
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inadequate to the revolution.!
-But also he was forced to go,
far in his promises in order!
to distance himself from the
Soviet overlords: to the
Kremlin bureaucracy, too,
he was inadequate.

On Sunday 4 November,
after some days ef peace
when the streets had been
deserted by the tanks and

! the workers were being
advised by their leaders to

| end the general strike, Buda-
‘pest was attacked for the
second time by Soviet arms.

Stalinism came with as

great a ferocity and savagery
as counter-revolution has
been able to muster from
the putting down of the
Paris Commune onwards; it
came with tanks blazing
phosphorus and shells, with
artillery and bomber _air-
craft. Over the next four
days Budapest—aboveall the
working class districts—was
reduced nearly to ruins.

Manyof the rank andfile
Soviet troops, enclosed in

their tanks, had thought at
- first they were in Berlin
| fighting fascists. But the

fighting now was toodeper-
ate to allow for any’ frater-
nisation—which must have
been. the bureaucracy’s
greatest fear.

;In. fact, after the first
Soviet attack,therehad been
substantial. moves towards
fraternisation. On 25

tober,ParliamentSquare
witnessed what an American
journalist called ‘the’ most
joyous fraternisation
between a populace and
foreign troops I had ever.

40 ‘yearsafter theBolshevik

Kruschev
seen.” :

The joy had. been ended
by provocative gunfire, prob-
ably from the AVH; and
rumours of massacre and
betrayal fractured the fragile
coming together of the com-
batants. The fresh, misin--
formed troops of the second
wave were allowed no
chance of learning, with the
Hungarian. people, of their
true common enemy,Janos Kadar, formerly a
leading reformist in Nagy’s
government, now came to
power, astride a Soviet tank.
He called his regime the
‘Revolutionary Workers and
Peasants Government’—but
the. Hungarians were only
too aware of the bureau-
cracy’s lying abuse of lan-
Buage.

A striking factory respon-
ded sarcastically to Kadar’s
lying accusations: ‘The
forty thousand aristocrats
and fascists of the Csepel
worksstrike on!”

By November 8, the
tuined remnants of revolu-
tionary Budapest were occu-
pied by the ruined remnants
of the Red Army—which
Trotsky had once built in
defence of proletarian revo-
luticn.

But the workers’ struggle
continued. They had entered
the insurrection unorganised,
with no vanguard political
party to lead them.Stalinist
tule had déstroyed the
workers’ trade union and
political organisations,replacing them with the
monolithic bureaucratic
institutions of the deformed

revolution had given power to theSoviets,
Stalinist tanks crushed thepowerofworkers’councils in Hungary

 

 
 
  

Ousted—Rakosi
workers’ state.

And the leadership which
had emerged spontaneously
as the workers established
their control over.the indus-
trial enterprises, was tested
again and again in thefire of
struggle and. of proletarian
democracy.

Often when leaders were
found inadequate to their
task, or usedsthe strength of
the workers’ councils as a
basis. for compromise with
Kadar, proletarian demo-
cracy saw to it that they
were replaced,

Inevitably, with the
working class groping
towards full awareness ofits
own strength, the limits of
spontaneity began to have
their full effects.

Process of
Revolution

No proletarian revolution
is simply the result of some
mystically-raised class con-
sciousness, of the workers
having perceived in any clear
way the roots and conditions
of its social, political and
economic oppression, and
from such a perception pro-
ceeding to take the necessary
counter-measure—revolution.

It is a process in which
the . proletariat gathers
togetherall its forces, mental
and physical, and transforms
itself, as ‘a class, into a power
which can govern the social
reality which had until then
seemed to implacablygovern
it.

* Marx spoke of

_
this

process in The German
Ideology.

“Both for the production-
onalarge scale of this. com-
munist consciousness and for
‘the success of the cause
itself, the alteration of men
on a mass scale is necessary,
an alteration which can only
take place in a practical
movement, a revolution.The
revolution is necesssary,
therefore, not only because
the ruling class cannot be
overthrown in any other
way, but also because the
class overthrowing it can
only in a revolution succeed
in ridding itself of all the
muck of ages and become
fitted to found society
anew.”

Marxism offers a
programme of action

~ through which this process
can be carried through, and
it is only the active interven-
tion of a vanguard party
based on the perspective of.
Marxism that such a pro-
gramme can be carried
through.

As it was in Russia in
the months between
February and October 1917,
so the process of developing
the seeds of a new society,
particularly through the
soviet-type bodies of prolet-
arian democracy, was begun
in October 1956. The
Hungarian workers’ councils
were to become, in the
months that followed, the
embodiment and expression
of the workers’ struggle, the
site of growing workers’
power.

From the strikebound

factories, mines, etc., came
demands—for democratic
rights, for the break-up of
the monolithicismof Stalin-
ist rule, for the immediate
withdrawalof Soviet troops,
for the replacement of
bureaucratic administration
of the economyby a system
of elected workers’ councils
which would have powerat
all levels.

.“The most pressing
demand in our free life is
the building of effective
workers’ councils, Their
members, workers and
young people, will know
how to heal the wounds of
the past. Let us show that
we can manage things better
than our former bosses.”

Denouncing the Stalinist
lies, they emphasised that
their goal was not capitalist
restoration, but genuine
socialism:

“We repeat, we will not
return the land to the great

. landowners, the factories to
the capitalists, the mines to
the barons and the direction
of our army to the Hortyite
enemies of thepeople.”

Efforts towards coordin-
ation and joint action
between workers’ councils
had been made. from the
start; regional councils were
re-organised and extended
when fighting died down
after the second invasion.

The Central Workers
Council of Greater Budapest
(CWC) was formed on 14
November, with delegates
from all the major factories
and districts of Budapest.
Already on 31 October a
Parliament of
Councils had been convened
for the whole of Budapest,
in recognition of the need
for more centralised organ-
isation and direction.

Political
power -

Some of the authors of
this thoroughly socialist pro-
gramme refused to accept
that it could be realised and
defended only by the
councils taking into their
own handsthepolitical pro-
grammerevolutiof: they tried to
restrict thecouncils to ‘pure-
ly economic matters’ as far
as possible. .

Yet they were all the
time dealing with a wider
and wider range of matters—
of food distribution, power
supplies, transport provision,
etc.,-matters which were

_

being understood by the
mass of workers as being not
merely technical, but
political, insofar as they
were revealed to contain the
questions “Who controls
such things? In whoseintet-
ests are they run?”

Sandor Bali, the general
secretary of the CWC,
opposed the most radical
section of the Council: “We
know quite well”, he
declared, “that the workers’
councils cannot be political
organisations.” :

Yet thecouncilswere the
organs through’ which the
political as well as the econ-
omic thrust of the revolu-
tion moved. It. was the role
of a revolutionary leadership
to develop them as such, to.
theirultimate potential.

In the general strikes
which were the backdrop to
the growth-@f the councils,
the question of power was
continuously posed. But the
revolutionary answer to the
question was not given by
those in leadership.Many, in fact, acted to

’ had

Workers ©

implicit in the-

turn back the tide of general
strikes, in favour of negotia-
ting with Kadar’s govern-
ment. The leading regional
councils had, after all, pro-
posed to end the. strike, -

only days before the
invasion of November4.

Under the influence of
the Compromisers,_on
November 16, - the CWC
again called off the strike,
primarily to facilitate nego-
tiations with Kadar. (After
making this decision, CWC
members came close to
attack from workers and
provincial delegates gathered
outside. One recalls that
they “were called all possible
names: scoundrels, traitors,
etc.”’)

Twodaysafter the return
to work, delegates from
throughout the country
assembled in Budapest to
discuss convening a National
Workers Council. Soviet
tanks surrounded the venue
and rumoursspread that the
delegates had been arrested.
Within hours the workers
were on strike again. Only
days after the leadership

called off the strike
because, they claimed, the
workers were exhausted, it
was forced to recognise a
48-hourproteststrike.

Irresolute
leaders

But the following day,
the Csepel regional council,

“now committed to compro-
mise at all costs, condemned
the strike, pleading the need
for avoiding collision with
the government. Proletarian
democracy swung into
action—Csepel workers
immediately sacked and
replaced theCouncil.

If anythingcould exhaust
the workers it was an irreso-
lute leadership which could
offer no perspective for
victory; which could not
make clear to workers the
tendencies of the revolu-
tion; which had insufficient
faith in the proletariat’s
strength.

Only muchlater—too late
—did it become clearer to
the majority of. the CWC
thateven if they were willing
to negotiate and to attempt
to placate Kadar by surrend-
ering the workers greatest
weapon—their control over
production—Kadar himself
wasnot willingto negotiate.

’ On the contrary, he was
looking for every sign of
weakness—then he would
attack. By November 27 the
CWC was convinced of this
and ready to declare:

“We can categorically
state that the real interests
of the working class in Hun-
gary are represented by the
workers councils,and that in
addition there is no stronger
political power in existence
than theirs

. . .
We have

received our mission from
the working class and we
shall work withall our might
for the strengthening of the
workers’ power.”

But throughout the
period of negotiation and
indecisiveness,
rebuilding the repressive
apparatuses of Stalinism,
particularly the AVH police,
and using them to attack the
councils.

‘Occupying
army

The bureaucracy was
growing stronger and getting
bolder as the revolution
failed to ‘move forward. It

Kadar was.

was only the taut mobilis-
ation of Workers throughout
the country that prevented
him—for' a while—from
taking decisive action against
the councils. ~

:

But a state of extreme
tension cannot be main-
tained for long. And always
there was, blocking the revo-
lutionary road, an occupying
force of 3,000 tanks and
200,000 troops. For success
it was-vital that either those
troops. be won over or at
least neutralised, or that the
revolution should spread to
theother Stalinist states.

On 9 December, Kadar
found the signal for the
bureaucracy’s definitive
assault in the delayed inaug-
ural meeting of the National
Workers Council. That meet-
i would finally have
unified the struggle on a
national scale—-at a time,
moreover, when. fewer
workers’ leaders had any
remaining illusions in the
road of negotiations and
compromise.

A majority of the Buda-
pest CWC was arrested, the
CWC itself was. declared
dissolved. Around- the
country brutal and often
bloody Tepression was
stepped up as, yet again, a
generalstrike broke out.

The final decisive battles
of the Hungarian revolution
took place. The government
declared a state of emergen-
cy~—and disbanded all
workers councils above those
at factory level. The bureau-
cracy’s managers re-entered
the factories—protected
there, in many cases, by
occupying troops.

Armed clashes,_strikes
and demonstrations
recurred, to be beatendown.
The government extended
the death penalty to striking
or inciting to strike.

Later it was further
extended: the so-called
Revolutionary Workers and
Peasants Governmenthad to
be immunefrom all criticism
—especially that of the
workers and peasants.

Enemyof
revolution

Nevertheless, throughout ©

1957 sabotage, passive resis-
tance, even occasional strikes
and demonstrations contin-
ued. But the Hungarian prol-
etariat had been decisively
defeated—though it was not
until November 1957 that
Kadar felt able to decree
the final dissolution of the
last remnants of the factory
councils,

Forty years after the
Bolsheviks had fought for
“All power to the Soviets”,
the ruling bureaucracyof the
degenerated workers’ state
had sent all its might to
crush the workers’ councils,
the workers’ revolution, in
Hungary—decisive proof yet
again, that the Stalinist
bureaucracy is the betrayer,
the outright enemy of
proletarian revolution.

The Hungarian workers
never attained in 1956 the
power achieved by the
Russian Soviets in 1917. But
the faith and determination
of Lenin, when the Russian
Revolution was also endan-
gered by counter-revolution-
ary invasion, was redeemed
again in 1956:

“We may not be ‘able to
hold out for long, so let us
do such. things during our
brief tenure of power that
the working classes of the
world will remember them
for ever.” 
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J This week weare giving extended space to
a letter received from a Palestinian Trotskyist..
The Workers League of Palestine is affiliated |

 

0
TeeeyaeeeyrereBitter reality of Israe
“labour movement”

I AM a member of the
Workers’ League (Palest-
ine), a Trotskyist group
struggling for class organ-
isation and national libera-
tion, writing in my person-
al capacity.

I receive your paper
from our comrades in Tel
Aviv,andfindit useful with
the reports on the class
struggle in Britain and the
world.

I would like to use your
paper in order to throw
some light on some mis-
understandings which exist
in the international work-
ers’ movement about the
basic facts of the class
struggle in Palestine.

Zionist propaganda does
not limit itself to the lies
and slanders designed to
hide the murderous op-
pression of the Palestinian -

people. It also hides the
basic facts about the break-
ing of every workers’
struggle in ‘the only demo-
cracy in the Middle East’.
For that, they misuse all
the names used by the
workers’ movement.

The biggest bourgeois
party is called the ‘Israeli
Labour Party’. The biggest
industrial concern is called
a ‘trade union’ (the Hist-
adrut). The second largest
bank (with the lowest-paid
workers) is called ‘The
Workers’ Bank’.

Theinstitutions designed
to outlaw every strike are
called ‘Workers’ Councils’,
and the pioneers of the ex-
propriation of the Arab
peasants and colonisation
are called ‘socialist com-
muneg’(kibbutzim).

I wouldlike to give some
examples of this system of
lies by showingthereality.

Attackson election meet-
ings of Ma’arakh (Israeli
Labour Party plus the ‘Uni-
ted Workers’ Party’, which
decided, last week, to buy
an American bank) have
been described as express-
ing Nazism.

It’s important to mention

 
I: started like mos? lear-

go. on the horrifying
is of nuclear war. Half
through,it starts to tell
now you can manage to

2 the war and why
is going to be one.Its
theme was trust in
follow a few simple

ctions and you will be
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“If the people would just
zum to the Lord and repent

heir sins and ask for His
qveness. He would lift

the curse and remove the
aaale thing. but they won't.
So He has to let the war

come and all the horrors of
man that man is bringing

 
  

Dailybrutality against Palestinians trappedin racist state of Israel

that the attackers were not
members of the fascist
‘Gush Emunim’ or ‘Kakh’
movements, but people
from slumsandtheworking
class (which—generally
hates theMa’arakh).

It’s true that
exists in the slumsand the
workers’ neighbourhoods,
but from my experience its
own difference from the
racism of the petty bour-
geoisie which emigrated
from Europe (which votes
for Ma’arakh) is that the
Europeans are also racist
against the Jewish working
class, which is mostly
Oriental — from Asia and
Africa.

The Ma’arakh is not
identified with the Arabs;
the Israeli Communist
Party is identified with
them, and its meetings
werenot attacked.

Nor is Ma’atakh a ‘mod-

 
  ali upon Ti

own iniquity. his oem sin.
his own hand-.

.
.

untold
suffering and pain and
starvation, sickness, savag-
ery, all because-of his sins
and his refusal to receive the
Lord, follow God or obey
His word.”

Sick
The leaflet ended with

the most sick paragraph |
could imagine.

“Then even if you can't
dodge the nukes or the
kooks, He can protect you,
for he cares for His own.
And if you-do wind up a

target for an H-Bomb, your

coe
ree

racism,»

 

erate’ party — all through
the election campaign the
Ma’arakh criticised the
governmentfrom the right
(opposing the retreat from
Sinai, for example).

Hlusions

Thelast illusions, if any-
one still had any, were
broken by Mota Gurr, an
ex chief of the general staff,
when he shouted at some
‘Oriental’ people that
disturbed a Ma’arakhelect-
ion meeting, ‘‘We’ll fuck
you just as we fucked the
Arabs...”

Really,
represents:

1. The ‘European’ auth-
ority. (Most of the bour-
geoisie in Israel is Euro-
pean). This is the authority
which brought Oriental
Jews from theircountries in

the Ma’arakh

You'll
in the
r Gad

over!  
  

'

God bless and
you!”

The reading oftheleaflei
made me feel quite ill to
think that anyone could
believe in something quite
so low and unbelievably
stupid.

Throughout
religion has been used
against the working class.
How people can say God
stands for love and peace
when more wars have been
fought under his name than
anything else Ido not know.

This leaflet which is
aimed at an average person

history

 

 
 

order to create a Jewish
worker class (to work after
theexpulsion of the Arabs).
It dropped them in slums
and in settlement areas
called ‘development towns’
— urban settlements which
werebuilt artificially,with-
out an economic or social
base, near the borders, for
‘defending the country’
and near kibbutzim, to
provide cheap labour power
for their factories. These
towns are 70% slums.

This authorityis hated by
most Jews, as it oppresses
them as workers and as
‘Orientals’.

2. The Histadrut. It is
supposed t6 be the local
trade union, but it is the
second biggest employer in
the country, after the state
itself.

Its factories are not
under any kind of workers’
control. They are directed

   
could just as well have been
written by the government
itself.

All it is saying is that
Ged believes in the govern-
ments se policy. A  2 
   

 
  The hurch has always
lived off the back oF ine
working class. always taking
moneyfromthepeople.

In mediaeval times the
church took a tenth of food
from starving people in order
to make itself rich.

All it told them was if
they were good a_ place
would be saved for them in
heaven.

If anyone opposed the
church, it murdered them,
eg. burning at the stake,
saying that they were trying
to save the person’s soul. But

on a basis of competition —

which meansthatthe Hist-
& adrut is trying to get the

biggest profit possible —

the lowest pay to the
workers.

These factoriesare in co-
ownership with private
local and foreign capital,
with profits running to the
capitalists’ pockets, and not
a cent to  Histadrut
members.

Membershipin the Hist-
adrut is not according to
workplace.Histadrut mem-
bership includes workers,
petty bourgeoisie, and fact-
ory owners.

‘

lronic
For example, Horovitz,

the former minister of fin-
ance, an owner of invest-
ments here and in South
America, and until a month
ago ownerof ‘Tene-Noga’,
the second dairy in Israel,
is a memberof the Histad-
rut, and led his private list
in its elections last spring
— a list with the ironic
name, ‘List of Israeli
Workers’.

Everyone can be a Hist-
adrut member if he pays
taxes. The reason almost
alt the workers are Histad-
rut members is that it is
the owner of the biggest
health insurance scheme,
(health insurance by the
state does not exist), and
not because they think it
represents them. You can
see it by the way people

 

Writebackto
Socialist Organiser

28, Middie Lane
London N8

as in most things,if you have
got money the problem can
be solved. In earlier times
if you were excommunicated
a bag of gold would help
God forgive you.

The church
rizgd on a Dully

believe in it. some-
y nasiy will happen

ra you. but if you believe
and give it a lot of money
you will go to a wonderful
place called heaven.

cried

 
 

The church, like the
capitalist system, is now fall-
ing to pieces.
ly people are beginning to
questionit.

This leaflet was trying to
God like a fall-out

If the war came,
would be much

sell
shelter.
neither

-good.
LINDA MOULSDALE

Te

has always
tactic. If

Instead of
believing in it whole-hearted-

to the Fourth InternationalistTendency.
 

talk &nd from the fact that
less than 60% took part in
the Histadrut elections. (It
was a lower percentage
among workers,as the gov-
ernment and Histadrut
bureaucracy, the kibbutz-
im settlers, and the petty
bourgeoisie, voted!)

The Histadrut elections
are general elections every
four years, to a general

- assembly,forpoliticalpart-
ies {as in the parliament),
and are not based on work-
places.

The‘trade union’ depart-
ment takes less than one-
tenth from the Histadrut
budget andit is subject to
the decisions of the gener-
ally elected ‘executive
committee’, which is a dir-
ect representative of the
bourgeoisie, built on the
pattern of any bourgeois
state. .

The workers’ committees
in the factories {the only
bodies elected by the work-
ers themselves) are very
limited — the elections are
undertheaegis of the Hist-
adrut, which has the right

- to disperse them. Many
times representatives of
the management. win the
elections to the com-
mittees.

Manyof the committees
are afraid to do things ag-
ainst the orders of the Hist-
adrut. (The law says that
the union that includes
most of the workers is the
only legal representation
— and most of the workers
join just to get the health
insurance).

At times of struggle,
action committees are
sometimesbuiltagainst the
Histadrut, and these are
the only committees that
really struggle. By law, the
state itself takes-an ‘org-
anisation tax’ frorn most
workers who refuse to join
the Histadrut and gives the
moneyto it.

Only the strikes that the
Histadrutpermitsare legal. 

  
Most of the strikes don’t
get this recognition, and
even the few that get it,
don’t get strike money, al-
thoughit is collected every
month (part of the organ-
isation tax). :

Breaking
The Histadrut is not a

trade union but-a state-like
institution (which preceded
the Zionist. state itself and
played an important part
in creatingit). It specialises
in breaking every attempt
by the working class to
organise itself independ-
ently to protect its rights.

3. The Ma’arakh dep-
endsto a certain extent on
the ‘kibbutzim’, where it
gets more than 90% of
the votes. It is very. proud
of them.

The kibbutzim are only
7% of the Jewish popula-
tion, but are subsidised
more than anyotherpart of
the population (besides the
restof thebourgeoisie).

They got lands stolen
from the Arabs, more than
anyoneelse. They have the
best education network
here, and are not ready to
accept childrenfrom ‘deve-
lopment towns’, where the
schools are on a very low
level, in the kibbutz

- schools, so as ‘not to dam-
age the level’.

In the kibbutz factories
the work conditions ‘ are
some of the worst in the
country. All the foremen
and privileged worker§
come from the top — from
kibbutz members — and
the workers cannot ad:
vance. i

Profit
Besides, the foremen

have a straight interest in
the factory profit — so they
oppresstheirworkers more:
than usual. From the other
side, the Histadrut doesn’t
give them even the forged
defencetheygive others.-

The Ma’arakh isn’t even
a reactionary party of the
Jewish workingclass, as it
is sometimes described. In
the slums and workers’
neighbourhoods, there
was acrushingmajority for
Likud. Ma’arakh is a bour-
geois party, Likud’s Siam--
ese twin.

Anybody who wants to
help and expresssolidarity
withthestruggle of the Pal-
estinian nation and of the
Arab-Jewish working class
should not defend one or
other part of the Zionist
bourgeoisie, or call for con-
ciliation between the PLO
and Zionism.

We haveto fight for inde-
pendent trade unions, and
for a democratic workers’
party of Arabs and Jews
without any connection
with Zionism. These
things, unfortunately, do
not exist even in embryo.

IRIS LEDEZ
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ieE socialist Organiser Alliance
To make Socialist Organiser a real campaigning paper that

can organisetheleft in the movement,it needsits own

organised activistsupport — and money.
Local supporters’ groups have been established in most

big townsto build a real base for thepaper.
Supporters are asked to undertake to sell a minimum of

six papers an issue and to contribute at least £1 a month

(20p for unwaged). So becoming a supporter helps build
our circulation and gives the paper a firmer financial base.

If you likeSocialist Organiser, thinkit’s doing a good
job, but realise thatit can’t possibly do enough unless you
help, becomea card-carrying supporter.

| WAS asked by Socialist
- Organiser to prepare, on

behalf of London Labour
Briefing, an article on our
strategy for fighting Hes-
altine’s proposed legisla-
tion. The clearest exposi-
tion of the collective Brief-
ing view is contained in
Frank Hansen’s_article
in the November issue of
London Briefing, and we
are pleased to submit this
to Socialist Organiser.
__The essence of the pos-
ition outlined is based on
the following:

1. On the understanding
that the old routinist meth-
ods of running local govern-
ment are quite clearly at
an end; and,

2. on the basis of a deter-
mination that this time
round, it will be necess-
ary for the Government to
be put on netice that they
will be able to rely on the
representatives our
movement to carry threugh

_

theirpeticies.
RatherthanLabeurceun-

cils implementingthe cuts,
means 3 commitment frem
them to collective disen-

pagement from office, con-
rontation, and a pledge to

use theirmajorities in coun-
cil to vote down all budgets
imposing any cuts.

tte 14

 

   

| addressed a workshop
on these issues at the
Workers’ Socialist League
rally on October 10, and
was asked why Labour
councils should disengage
from office rather than
allow themselves to be
thrownout by theTories.

This is not a fundamental
divide; but | think that
disengagement has two
important advantages over
what is in effect a bank-
ruptcy strategy.

4. it can be coordinated
on an all-London and nat-
ional level, rather than
allowing Labour councils to
go bankrupt one at a time,
and,

2. it means that we can
fight from a position .of
defending all existing serv-
ices and jobs, which would
not be possible once a Lab-
our council had been forced
iate bankruptcy.

Finally, | must make it
clear that Briefing support-
ers are still carefully con-
sidering all the options.
Criticisms wilt be carefully
considered and discussed,
and if sent to Briefing will
of course be printed.GRAHAM BASH

(Briefing address: 158
Thorold Rd, liford, Essex)

 

THE LONDON Labour
Party's special conference
on December 12th will
face the difficult but vital
task: of formulating an

action programme which ~

unites Labour councils,
trade unions andthelabour
movementin general, in a

united campaign against
- Heseltine’s law and the

massive cuts which the
Tories are determined to

oppose.
One thing is absolutely

clear: the all-out confronta-
tion with central govern-
mentwhich has been loom-
ing for the past two years
can no longer be postpon-
ed. Thatcher’s summer
Cabinet reshuffle which
ousted the ‘wets’ (now
affectionatelydubbed ‘blue
chips’ by the media)
represented nothing less
thana declarationof war on

the local government public
sector.

With Tebbit (employ-
ment), Joseph (education),.
Fowler (social services)
and Heseltine now firmly at
the helm, local authority
workers now face a streng-
thened dose of the monet-
arist medicine which has
already been inflicted on

the industrial sector (BL,
British Steel etc.) Hundr-
eds of thousands of redun-
dancies and drastic cuts in
living standards are now

theorderof theday. *

Thwart

Some Labour Councils
(not the majority!) have
managedto thwart the Tor-
jes’ plans to ‘slim down’
the local authoritysector by
the defensive option of
large rate rises. Thousands
of jobs have been saved by
this i

i

price in
(and working) class aliena-
tion from Labour has tend-
ed to escalate.

 
    

rise strategy will not just
_

be politically undesirable,
it will be redundant as 2

meansofhaltingcuts.
Labour Councils now

have a clear choice: fight
back and challenge the
Tory law, or buckle under
and implement Heseltine’s
diktats.

Since the Lothian exper-
ience represents all our

tomorrows,it is important
that we absorb the lessons
of thatdefeat.

Firstly, Lothian showed
that it is possible to mobil-
ise widespread support
among public sector work-
ers on a ‘no cuts’ platform.
However, once the council
stepped on to the slippery
slope of ‘minimising cuts’,
support waned and event-
ually evaporated.

Crumbs
While the Heseltine law

provides an opportunity to
unite the movement, its
implementation will un-

doubtedly be selective.
Heseltine will try to buy off
weak Labour councils by
offeringthemcrumbs.

Secondly, there may be
pressure from trade union
bureaucratsto retreat to an

illusory ‘second line of
defence’,
dundancies’,redundancies’, oF

ever.
This pressure can only

be overcome if Labour
Groups and local parties
forge a firm alliance with
rank and file trade union-
ists on the basis of no cuts
in jobs or services.

Graham Bash of London LabourBriefing
explains the ‘majority opposition’ policy for
Labour Councils against the cuts advocated
by Briefing

te
ie
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Above all, Lothian dem-
.

onstrates that it is extreme-
ly difficult {although not in
every case’ impossible) to
fight a central authorityon

an isolated, local level.
Unity in action is the key
to forcing the Tories to
retreat and make available
the funds they have stolen
from us.

Challenge
Only when they are faced

with a challenge. which
threatens their power to
rule will they make the
slightest concession.

So where doesthis leave
us in London?

We have the GLC, and
after May 1982 we will
probably have a few more
radical Labour councils.
The problem is that we

can’t wait untilMay 1982.
Existing Labour councils

must be forced to act. They
must refuse to draw up the
‘savings’ budgets which
Heseltine is demanding.
If necessary they should
immediately disengage
rather than endorse cuts
budgets, thus challenging
the local Tories (or Social
Democrats?) to do. their
worst; and then voting
down the budget they pre-
sent.

This willprovide the Lab-
our Party in London with
the opportunity of mobil-
ising the workingclass now

against the Tory plans.
Moreover, it will clear the
decks for an election cam-

paign based on no cuts/no
rate rises and a confronta-
tion withthegovernment.

Of course, there is no

guarantee that existing
Labour groups will be
bound by the discipline of
the London Labour move-
ment. Nevertheless we

must bring maximum, pres-
sure to bear.

Otherwise the election
will be utter confusion,

est possible discussfon on
tacticsto take place.

The essence of the
policy, however, can be
formulated already:_it
involves councils. acting
‘together, facing up to the
threat of surcharge, refus-
ing to make cuts, and sett-
ing an all-London date
— notified clearly in ad-
vance — for collective dis-
engagement and confront-
ation.

Following a specially-
convened meeting of the
Briefing Editorial Board,
this. ‘Fighting to Win’
strategy (outlined in earlier
contributions to Briefing)
was amended andclarified
through the tabling of two
model resolutions for the
December 12th special
conference.

The first is designed to
apply to existing Labour
Groups, while the second
appliesto in-coming groups
following the elections in
May. Wording from either
resolution can be used to
amend the EC statement to
bepresented to conference.

LET
The text of the model resol-
utions is in the November
issue of Briefing:,20p plus
postage from 158 Thorold
Rd,liford, Essex.
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HESELTINE’S
rises

to changetheirpolicy.

working people, Ken Liv-

with a policy of ‘No cuts —

freeze rates .

Labour Party
moved by
carried againstrecommendation,called for
a mass campaign against

conference,
and

for Labour

balance thebooks.
For such a policy to suc-

ceed, council
tenants must be mobilised.

Exercise
But Ted Knight

proposed
law to stop business rate

has forced many
supporters ofrate increases

While still arguing that
rates have been a form of
wealth re-distribution to

ingstone of the GLC and
Lambeth Council Ted
Knight have now come out

‘An emergency motion to

Heseltine’s legislation and
councils to

refuse to cut in order to

unions and

has
responded to Heseltine’s

 
  

London
cuts

-motion
Socialist Organiser is
suggesting the following
draft resolution for the
London Labour Party
conference:

 
 

‘This Conferencecalls upon
the existing Labour coun-
cils in London to_ resist
Heseltine’s legislation on
thefollowingbasis:

® No cuts whatsoever to
be madein jobs and serv-

ices, no matter what the
circumstances,

e 1982-3 budgets te be
drawn up on the‘basis of
defence of jobs and serv-
ices; a freeze on rents and
rates; and the fight for a

full restoration of govern-
ment grant; :

e Organise now for the
backing of community
groupsandtrade unions for
thisstand, including indus-
trial action in the event of
Tory commissioners and/or
surcharges. Press for the
1982 local government
workers’ pay claims to be
met in full, and give com-
plete support for any indus-
trial actioninvolved.

® The May election to be
fought on the basis of the
above policies, inclsting
the necessity to fight the
Torygovern 2

nference instructs the
Greater_Leadon Labour
Party EC t@ Organise now
for the above, and for the
implementationof the Lab-
our Party Conference’s
decision for the reimburse-
ment of surcharged coun-
cillors’.

 

question want them to
prove.

In practice, Knight’
proposed referendun
would probably meet at

effective boycott from loca
Tories and SDPets.

Ratherthantrying to org
anise their own pseudo
democratic farce to counte
the Tories’, Labour coun
cils should be organisin:
labour movement confer
ences and meetings to roc
their anti-cuts fight fi
in democratic accountabi
ity to the local workin
class in the factories an
offices and on theestates.

The task is not to ‘pros
our case’ with a clevert:
staged voting exercise, b
to mobilise local worke'!
and tenants in struggle

i service

Fill in the form belowand sendit to: Socialist Organiser, Time has now run out. with Labour councils retP for local referendums

c/o 28 Middle Lane, London NB. ‘
The Tories have given up

imposing cuts ion mete ca follows: ‘‘Labour Coun-

the attempt ani coax and parties whieignagainst cils would standin a refer-

i
i

i me

a
Socialist push the recalcitrant -

oe

endum of our own, on &

| want more information(1/Iwish to becomea ci Push ouncils into large-
such policies. endum oicy of Bo ‘an a

Organiser supporter] scale cuts. They have opted* What happensafter May

|
freeze on rates and more

for the big stick in the form 1982? Clearly at this

|
government cash. This

NAIme coccccscceceeececeeeeeseeeseenssess otrenetse of Heseltine’s law. .

point we can only outline

}
would reduce the refer-

Even without the new
the bare bones of a

j
endum to 8 straight ‘yes’

cece canna eae eee e eens ete e EASE EASTEREEE
legislation, the. level of strategy. . .

or ‘no’ vote’’.
;

AdGTESS «sees i rate rises sufficient to avoid
The first priority 1s to Turning Heseltine’s

ensure that, immediately

|
referendum gimmick up"    
 

cuts would have been astro-
nomical. With ceilings on

commercial rates and local
plebiscites coming. into
force next year, the rate

following the May elect-
ions, the London Labour
Party conference is re-

convened to allow the full-

side down is not the best
way of answering it. Refer-
endums generally prove
what thepeople who set the

 
Heseltine  
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A National Unem-
ployed Workers’
Movement was estab-
lished at a conference
in London last week-
end (31 October/ 1
November), attended
by almost 200 people
from 40 different
unemployed groups.
JO THWAITES
reports. ..

ON THEfirst day the trade
union workshop was the
biggest.

In many places theunem-
ployed groups have been set
up with the help of the local
Trades Council, and have
received money and support
from trade union branches.
Many groupsalso had repres-
entation on their Trades
Council, though not always
with a vote.”

The workshop opted for
the name ‘movement’ rather
than ‘union’ after activists
from Liverpool described the
experience of the old
Triumph Speke TGWU
branch (6/612),which has
continued after the work-
place was closed down.

The Shotton ISTC
branch has donethe same.

Such union—branches
must be brought into the
unemployed movement, not
excluded or put 3! 2NtFa
risk oof offici:l victims

 

 

re
so strict that the

are mo longer run
unemployed them-

Tower Hamlets delegates
reported that they had
crouble getting representa-
=kof women unemployed,
smce the Management Com-
mittee was so stacked out
with councillors and trade
umion bureaucrats.

 
 

 

Change
Many local groups don’t

have very many women
imvolved, and the workshop
on women discussed how to
change this.

Women from Tower
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Hamlets have madea specialTM
effort and reported that
afternoon classes in how the
benefit system works had
proved very successful. The
UWMhasto makea point of
trying to go to where
unwaged women ~— are—
mother and toddler groups,
community centres, laun-
drettes and shopping centres.

And all groups should
provide creche facilities.

A charter for unem-
ployed and unwaged women
drafted by the previous day’s
women’s conference was
approved by the workshop
with a few amendments
added, including support for
the campaign by the Action
Committee for a Woman’s
Right to Work for a national
demonstration on the issue.

Condemned
Rachel Lever from the

Action Committee addressed
the full conference so the
discusssion wasn't just

those women at

  3
166 High Holt Crm.

Region
The conference adopted

a constitution and elected a
National Co-ordinatingCom-
mittee of 15 members with
provision

-
for additional

representatives from each
region.

Many. unemployed
groups are active in support-
ing employed workers’ fights
to maintain their jobs. Edin-
burgh Unemployed Associa-
tion took the opportunity to
visit the Staffa workers in
East London, and confer-
ence passed resolutions back-

   
 
 
 
   
   
  
   
  
   

ing them and supporting the
BL workers in their struggle
against Edwardes’ sacking
threat.

This conference gave
notice that the unemployed
won’t be hived off into a

nicely structured file in TUC
HQ, but will link up with
employed workers at the
rank and file to fight

-closures and campaign for
the right to work.

MANY WOMENwhoare
unemployed or unwaged
don't go anywhere near the
dole offices.

Smgie women with kids
don't have w sign on.
marned women don't

becamse they

or unemployedcentres
This was one of the prob-

lems that a meeting organ-
ised by women from Isling-
ton and Southwark unem-
ployed action groups tackl-
ed on the day before the
national unemployed work-
ers’ movementconference.

We also discussed a

charter for unemployed and
unwaged women,
commits the unemployed
workers’ movement to
recognising thatwomen are

oppressed in all areas of
society.

It calls for measureslike

which ©

linkswith
S.African
workers

THE unacceptable face of
Communism (CPGB-style)
was well in evidence at the
AGM ofthe Anti-Apartheid
Movement on 1 November.

A motion from Oxford
Trades Council and SO sup-
porter Bob Fine and other
members of the Socialist
Forum on Southern African
Solidarity (SFOSAS), a
discussion action group for
Trotskyists and libertarian
Marxists, as well as a variety
of Militant-inspired motions
so alarmed the CP-domina-
ted National Committee and
Executive Committee—that
they packed the meeting
with members from the
London area who could be
relied upon to support the
line. .

Links
Central to the day’s

struggle was a motion put
by Bob Fine and other
SFOSAS members *sking the
AGM to resolve chat the
Anti-Apartheid©Movement
should encourage the forma-
tion of direct fraternal links
between all independent,
non-racial trade unions in
South Africa and unions in
Britain; to encourage the
exchange of visits between
active trade unionists in
Britain and genuine, inde-
pendent, non-racial unions
in South Africa; to support
the invitation of trade union-
ists from the independent
non-tacial trade unions in
South Africato international
combine meetings and that
AAM should make every
effort to receive report-backs
from those who_visited
South Africa on- this basis
and publicise all findings not
prejudicial to the security of
the South Africanunions.

So crucial did the EC
consider the defeat of this
resolution that they went to
the lengths of putting for-
ward a complete substitute

support for any initiatives
taken by women in the
unemployed workers’
movement to set up wom-
en's unemployed ‘and un-
waged groups and child-
care provision at every
UWTMM meeting. and com-
mits the UWMto campaign
for provision for child care
at dole offices and against
dicrmimation in bene-
ps ke the cohabitation
vie

LE wore scapes are low
Gower we ace besp. chem
black women are a the
bottom. The Charter com-
mits the LWMto fighting
sexism and racism.

The Charter calls for
free and safe contracept-
ion and abortion facilities.
and demands a minimum
income for women based on
the average male worker’s
wage.

The Charter is central to
building a genuine unem-
ployed workers’ move-

ment, as womenare losing
their jobs at-a much higher
rate than men are

resolution arguing that the
AAMshould encourage trade
union solidarity work in
Britain along the lines of the
AAM’s National Committee
statement of 27 June.

This had been put out in
response to a proposal from
Coventry. South-East CLP
at an Anti-Apartheid Con-
ference in March.

The statement had con-
firmed the existing AAM
line of support for South
Africa trade unions solely
through the South African
Congress of Trade Unions
(SACTU) which is, of
course, an underground
organisation, and follows the
same ideological line as the
AfricanNationalCongress.

The statement rejected
totally the Coventry SE CLP
request for direct links
between. combine commit-
teesand: factories in the UK
and South Africa. It did so
on the grounds that a) any
visits to South Africa by
British trade unionists would
inevitably endanger South
African trade unionists; b)
that all information from
trade unionists’ visits to
South Africa, be they by
Bill Sirs and Terry Duffy
with management’s blessing
or by British shop stewards
at the invitation of South
African black -workers in
struggle, are umnecessary:

Ea
 
South Africanstrikers (above).
Isolate apartheid, the AAM leaders
excuse to monopolise contacts betw

 
c) that international visits
are often treated with sus-
picion. The statement did
not specify whose inter-
national visits and whose
suspicion.

Leaflet

SFOSAS circulated at
the meeting a leaflet docu-
menting the strength of the
overground, independent,
non-racial trade union organ-
isations, such as FOSATU,
whose affiliates include the
unions active in Leyland
South Africa and -SAAWU
which has been leading the
Rowntreestruggle.

“Bob Fine reminded
membersthatboth FOSATU
and SAAWU as well as
other overground©trade
union. organisations involved
in the recent wave of.
struggles have asked for
direct visits by UK trade
unionists in related firms and
unions.

The Executive’s amended
resolution was principally
recommended by Chris
Easterling, SCPS bureaucrat.

He and his supporters
played the ‘danger to South
African trade unionists’ card
strongly and also claimed
that such visits would also
endanger the British trade
unionists who took part. 

say—and they use as an

een British workers and  

 

Joan Lee reports on
the Anti-Apartheid
conference.

They spoke as if hun-
dreds of shop stewards inten-
ded to try and fly into South
Africa. They tried to draw
parallels between shop stew-
ards’ visits and the proposed
visit of Sirs and Duffy, play-
ing down the fact that Sirs
and Duffy have not been
invited by theworkers them-
selves,

Vote
Even with the support of ©

Militant, the vote went 116
to 48 against the original
resolution 14 as put up by
SFOSAS,and for theExecu-
tive amendment which
showed the extent of the
Anti-Apartheid Movement
platform’s voting strength.

The EC and NC of the
Anti-Apartheid Movement
organised the day’s business
to suit their own purposes.

Before taking resolution
14 they brought a leading
SACTU comrade onto the
platform to make a strong.
attack on the proposal for
direct links.

Having defeated resolu-
tion 14 and knocked the
stuffing out. of Militant, the
platform got the meeting to
vote that three more resolu-
tions be referred to the
National Committee’s next
meeting. :

:

These included the
resolution from Oxford
Trades Council , calling for
direct links, for British
workers to open theirbosses
books, for full blacking
action and for nationalisa-
tion under workers’ control
of all companies and banks
involved in SouthAfrica.

Not much imagination is
needed to envisage what the
NC would do with thisreso-
lution.

A major plank of AAM
programme is for compre-
hensive sanctions against the
South African government
by the British (ie. Thatcher)
government.

Militant speakers who
explained that neither sanc-
tions nor the withdrawal of
British companies from
South Africa could be
achieved within the frame-
work of capitalism were
hissed and harassed at the
AGM.

.

It emerged that the AAM
constitution is grossly un-
democratic. The AGM does
not decide policy but merely
recommends it to the
National Committee of
which 30 members are
elected at the Conference
and over 30 co-opted ftom
affiliated organisations by
the existing NC after the
AGM.

South African solidarity
is of paramount importance.
Not only do we have to
decide howbest to deal with
the problems of the AAM
oligarchy, but also what
solidarity work we can
undertake outside Anti-
Apartheid.

South African solidarity
work should be discussed at
SO meetings and should
come up for full discussion
at SO delegate meetings:

 



 

 

SINN FEIN TURN
TO CONTEST .

AT ITS conference last
weekend, Provisional Sinn
Fein made some important
shifts in policy.

Firstly, the congress
agreed to contest local and
parliamentary elections in
both North and South. Al-
though they maintain their
previous position on not
taking seats in the West-
minster and Dublin parlia-
mentsif elected, Sinn Fein
will allow members to take
seats on Northern Ireland
local councils (whose power
is next to nothinganyhow).

This shift can beexplain-
ed by the effects of the
campaign waged duringthe
hungerstrike. The election
of Bobby Sands and Owen
Carron showedthepolitical
value of elections; a polit-
ical campaign in support of
the prisoners brought
thousandsonto the streets.
The SDLP, which has pre-
viously. dominated the
Catholic community elect-
‘orally, was severely isolat-
ed by its refusal to take a
clear position on thehunger
strike.

One of the main motiva-
tions given at the confer-
ence for the shift was the
belief that Sinn Fein can
now beatthe SDLPon their
own ground.

Failed
Although many delegat-

es emphasised that this
political campaign was
not counterposed to milit-

 
 
   
  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
 

  

ELECTIONS
by Bruce Robinson

ary action, there must be
some in the Provisionals
whosee the political cam-
paign as a diversion. The
bombing campaign in
Britain indicates that for
somethepoliticalcampaign
failed with the end of the
hunger strike, and other
means are now more
important.

The other main shift was
that Sinn Fein abandoned
its policy of a federal Ire-
land, with assemblies
based on the four provin-
ces of Ireland (Leinster,
Munster, Connaught, and
Ulster), in favour of a more
centralised government.

Federalism was a key
policy in the Provisionals’
programme, ‘Eire Nua’,

 

  

 

and also was the main way
in which they sought to
win Protestant support in
the North for a united Ire-
land. But last weekend
one speaker condemned it
as a ‘sop to Loyalism’.

LCI
CONFERENCE
CALLED

THE Labour Committee on
Ireland, together with the
Committee for Withdrawal
from Ireland, are organis-
ing a major labour move-
ment conference to take

~ place on February 27th,
1982, in London.

This conference aims to
present thecasefor the lab-
our movement to support
British withdrawal. Trade
unions and constituency
Labour Parties are asked to
sponsor the conference, to
make a donation, and to
agreeto send delegates.

Details from the secre--
tary, Labour Movement
conference, 37 Carden
Road, London SE15.

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  
   

 
by Les Hearn

CERTAIN themes keep
cropping up in this column.
This week it’s toxic wastes
time again, folks!

It’s the Hyde Park dioxin
dump. and it makes Love
Canal* look like the prover-
bial picnic.

First of all, it’s not our

Hyde Park—it’s near Niagara
River, a few kilometres
downstream from the Falls
(and from Love Canal itself)

; in New York State, and it
.

contains hundreds of kilo-
gramsofdioxin!

Compare that with only
.

¥ kilogram which was allit
~ took to cause theSeveso
’ disaster.in Italy.

:

A single spadeful of the
% dioxin waste would be
©. enough to killalll life in Lake

Ontario, a stretch of water
50% bigger than Wales,

which Niagara River empties
into. The dump contains
four times as much chemical
waste as Love Canal and
there is now évidence of
leakage through fissures in
the underlying rock towards
the river. .

This information comes
(via New Scientist) from
“The Ravaged River”, a

report issued by the Public
Interest Research Group
PIRG), a US citizens group.
PIRG accuses the US govern-
ment of lying to the Canad-
ians (who. own the other
bank of Niagara River and
half of Lake Ontario) by
covering up the. extent. of
industrial pollution.

About 2000 million litres
of dangerous waste water is ©

dumped in the river every
day, posing a serious health
hazard to the 400,000
people who get their drink-

ing water from it. Part of the
cover-up was the conceal-
ment by the US of the
breakdown of a waste treat-
ment plant after only 6
weeksoperation.

Canadian tests found 24
chemicals from the US
government’s list of
“priority” pollutants in the
outflow from the “treat-
ment”plant into theriver.

Both the Hyde Park and
Love Canal dumps

=
are

owned by Hooker Chemical
and Plastics who have made
a secret deal with President
Reagan’s new-look Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

This deal would involve
clearing up 90% of the
dangerous waste (says
Hooker). But. the 10%: left
would still include tens of
kilograms of dioxin alone
—enoughto kill off Niagara

    

  

  
 

 
 

Rent-a-million
A NICEsurprise for quarter
of a million people. A. fat
cheque should be coming
for themin thepost.

And that’sjust in Britain.
Another million folk all
over Europe should also be
happyrecipients of same.

That’s if Robert Moss of
theDailyTelegraphand the
CIA is to be_believed
(thoughwhy he should with
his record is another quest-
ion). He has uncovered a
devious Moscow-gold plot
to flood the streets of

  

  
  
  
 

 
  
  

  
 

   
 

 
  50,000 demonstrators must

take to the streets in Holl-
 

  

 
 

  

Europe
disarmers.  

 
  

   

  
 

blad,
newspaper (well-known to
Hitchhikers’ Guide devot-
ees as creator of the world)
reveals the ghastly details.
Vadim Vassilevich Leonov
(who sounds like a dyslex-
ic’s
posing as a correspondent
for the TASS news agency
in Holland , was expelled
as a KGB agent.

with unilateral
The Reformatoris Mg-

a Dutch religious

identikit Bolshevik),

The said Leonov, in an
unguarded moment, let it
slip out to an unidentified
(surprise, surprise) church
activist that his real role
was to orchestrate mass
anti-Bomb demonstrations
according to instructions
forwarded from Moscow via
the top-secret telex in the
KGB Referentura inside
the Soviet Embassy in the
Hague.

Confused? You won’t be
when you hear Leonovsay:

“Tf Moscow decides that

River and Lake Ontario and
a few morebesides.

Nothing less than remov-
ing all the waste and burning
it will remove the danger.
But this would cost Hooker
$200 million—their plan
would only cost $10 million.

By the way, previous
studies have already shown
Lake Ontario to have the
highest concentration of
dioxin outside of Vietnam.
The Great Lakes area seems
to be the most polluted area
of the Western World.

*Love Canal in New
York State was the site of a

secret dump of hundreds of
‘barrels of dangerous chemic-
als. A working class com-
munity living on top of it
finally had to leave after
years of suffering mysterious
ilinesses and high rates of
miscarriage and deformity.

RRR ES

and, then they take to the
streets. A message through
my channels is sufficient.
Everything is organised
withmilitaryprecision...

“I should know because
not only am I involved in
these clandestine activities
on a daily basis, but I am
also one of those who
transmit the orders coming
from Moscow’’.

So there you have it,
clear as mud and twice as
pretty. All those multi-
millioned anti-nuclear war
protestors summoned to-
getherby a few wires and a
telex tip-tapping away in
secret rooms in Soviet Em-
bassies across Europe.

Marvellous what modern
science can achieve, even
if it is a bitof a fragilebasis”
on whichto build a move-
ment. What worries me and
the other comrades in the
secret Socialist Organiser
code room somewhere in
North London is, where’s
our pay-cheque?

DAVID Miller and Simon
Los are both students and
both have got themselves
into a spot of bother with
the law for youthfulexcess-
es. But there the resembl-
ance ends.

After serving only five
days of a four-month jail
sentence for throwing two
lighted fireworksinto a hall
in Queen’s College,
Oxford, and causing
£20,000 worth of damage,
David Miller had his sent-
ence reducedto a £250fine.
He is a final year mathsNuclear
shuffle?
STAND BYfor more back-
stabbing in the Tory Cab-
inet. They’ve now got a
material interestin it.

In answer to a Parlia-
mentary question from Lab-
our MP Frank Dobson,
Home Office minister
Patrick Mayhew revealed
that 17 places have been
allocated for MPs in
nuclear shelters. All are for
ministers, who will be
appointed sub-regional
commissioners.

But there are more than
17 in the Tory Cabinet.
Watchoutfor fireworks. 

Blind justice

' bosses

   
student and hopesto get a
first class degree, the
Appeal Court judges heard.

Simon Los, a student in
Nottingham, was jailed for
three years for giving out
200 leaflets headed ‘An-
archy for the UK’, whichit
is admitted nobody took
any notice of. So much for
freedom of expression.

Judges, it seems, are
more prepared to tolerate
the dangerous pranks of
the young of their own kind
than ideas, howeverineff-
ectual, aimed against the
system.

Mason
to take
over?
ALF Robens, Richard
Marsh... ex-Labour right
wingers always seem to
make the most ruthless

for state-run

 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
 
   

industries.
And, according to the

Sunday Telegraph on Nov-
ember Ist, former North-
ern Ireland minister Roy
Masonis set to follow. Ex-
miner Masen may become

_the next héad afte Coal
Board thissummer.

Mason has_ reportedly
already said thathe willnot
stand again for the Shadow
Cabinet. If he wanted to
stay on as MP, he would
face a big battle for re-
selection in his Barnsley
constituency, where. left
wing miners’ delegates are
strong.

 

 

eft-wing Youth
get organised
THE FOUNDING confer-
ence of the National Left
Wing Youth Movement
of the LPYSwillbe held in
London on November 21st-
22nd.

This conference will
thrashout our policy docu-
ment, expanding on our
basic ‘Where We Stand’
debated and voted on at
the June conference where
the nucleus of the NUIWYM
first met.

Since June we have held
meetings up and down the
country and produced two
issues of our paper Class
Fighter, as well as a special
issue ontheriots.
We had a contingent
of 50 youth at the YS
summer camp, where we
madea bigimpact.

We ran a workshop at
the Workers’

-
Socialist

Leaguerally at the beginn-
ing of October, where a
discussion was started on
organising black

_
self-

defence and tie links be-
tween youth culture and
music. That’s a discussion
which will be continued
at the November confer-
ence.

 

We’ll be having sessions
on unemployment, YOPs,
fighting racism and fasc-
ism, youth culture,
women’s and gay libera-
tion, and lots more. There
will be films and exhibit-
ions, and we’ll be electing
a new Steering Com-
mittee.

There'll be a gig on Sat-
urday night. Food and
accommodation will be 

availablebothdays.
All this for only £2, if

you have a job, and 50p if
you haven’t or are on
YOPs. You can’t afford to
missit. .

Write in now for confer-
ence documents, registra-
tion, and details of trans-
port from your area, to
NLWYM, BM Box 5277,
London WCIN 3XX.

Newissue of Class
Fighter, paper

of the National
Left Wing

Youth
Movement.

10p, plus
postage, from

BM Box 5277,
London WCIN 3XX
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Oxfordshire County Associa-
tion of TradesCouncils
conference: Ireland — where
does the labour movement
stand?

  
  
 
  at West Oxford Community

Centre, Binsey Lane,
Oxford: Delegate’s credent-
ials £3, observers £1.50 (un-
waged £1) from Marie Camp-
bell, 167 Walton St, Oxford.

 
 
   Greenwich LabourParty

DAY CONFERENCE:
IRELAND-—A WAY

FORWARD?
Saturday 28 November

9.30—5 .30
Goldsmith’sCollege

Students Union
New Cross, London SE14

Creche available.Lunch
provided. Registration £2.50

Details from Greenwich
LabourParty,32 Woolwich

Road, London SE10

LAMBETH LABOURLEFT
has called a meeting on 28
Novemberat County Hall
at 7.30 for all those on the
left in the LabourParty in
Londonwhoare taking a

no cuts,no rate rise stand,
in order to hammer out a

policy to confront the
Tories.

 
 
  
   
 
 
  
  
 
   

  Camden Socialist Organiser
meeting:
wage limit’,with speaker 
ley Assembly Plant, in pers-
onal capacity).Wednesday 

_
Novembs?’11,,from 7.30 at Camden Lab@ar Club,
Carol St. 
  Campaign for Nuclear

DisarmamentConference
November13-15,at Queen
Mary College, London.
Details: CND, 11 Goodwin
St, London N4.

 
  

St Mary’s Hospital, London
W9: support conference for
the struggle against closure.
Saturday November21,
from 11am at Porchester

 
  

W2.  SouthWest LondonSocial-
ist Organiser meeting with
John O’Mahony (Socialist
Organiser EB) plus a BL

   
 
 
  
 
   
 
  
  

ember 17, from 8pm at the
Fox and Hounds, Upper
Richmond Rd (near Putney
BRstation).

meetings:
Thursday at 7.30 at the

|

Swan Hotel, London Rd.
Nov.5: The Russian revolu-
tion, the rise of Stalinism,
and Trotskyism.
Nov.12: Bennism and the
need to organise the Left.
Nov.19: What is fascism?

Oxford Socialist Organiser
Marxist,classes.
Oxford Community Centre
Wednesdays, 8pm at 44b
Princes St:
Nov.18: The Russian Revo-
lution
Dec.2: Thecrisis of the 4th
International
Dec.16: The nuclear threat.  
 
  day December12, from

- 10.30 to-Spm‘at NUFTO  
  > Labour

moyionsare inv  to. write to  
 Delegate’s fee is £3.  

Saturday Décember 12, 10-5

‘Smash the 4%

Alan Thornett (TGWU Cow-

Hall, Porchester Rd, London

shop steward: Tuesday Nov-

Liverpool Socialist Organiser

_which began

The Campaign for Democrat-
ic Rights in Turkeyis organ-

_

ising a conference for Satur-

. }:Hall, Jockeys Fields, London
Joweke |

: ement organisat-

theCDDRT,29 ParkfieldSt,
London N1, for credentials.

 

NALGO knifes
|

typists’ strike |
AFTER five months on
strike for a regraded pay
structure to give female
office workers equal pay
with their male colleagues,
400Liverpool City Council
typists now face defeat —

not at the hands of their
employers, but at thehands
of the NALGO national
executive. -

The typists’ dispute is
on theverge of bringingthe
city council to a standstill.
Suppliers are not being
paid andare threateningto
cut off deliveries, contract-
ors are threatening to sue
the mayor for non-payment
of bills, and hundreds of
thousands of pounds in
rent are not being collect-
ed. The city council is now
being run by a seven-pers-
on emergencycommittee.

Knighthood
Liberal leader Sir Trevor

Jones (I wonder why
Thatcher gave him that
knighthood?) had arrog-
antly refused to negotiate

Typists on the picketline

“YOU can get punched on
the jaw so many times
before you punch back, you
can only be hit so often
before you take a stand. And
that’s what has happened
here.”

This is how one of the
shop stewards ‘at the Rolls
Royce plant at Hillington
(Glasgow) summed up the
background to the strike

there on

Tuesday 20 October. when
management cut by an aver-

age of 74% the standard
times allowed for jobs on the
productionline.

Recent years have.seen a
succession of speed-ups, min-
imal wage increases, cut-
backs in the workforce and a_
general worsening of
working ‘conditions at.the.
plant. 2

But now managemen'
pushed: its. luck once. t90

often, and is receiving,.the =.

kind: of freatment it.
deserved allalong. .

. Immegjately, ~after“the’
announce
ups, the production “opera-~
tives held a mass meeting

 
  
 
 

the council’s original and
inadequate offer. Now,
suddenly,he wants to talk.

But what happens? In-
stead of pushing the full
claim, the negotiators take
the noose from around
Jones’ neck and offer him
arbitration. Breathing

‘ audible sighs ofrelief, the
condemned man_ grasps
this welcome reprieve and
accepts.

Return
The typists, however,

are not so delighted. Arb-
itration may take up to
12 months. Meanwhile
they have to return to
normal working and take
thepressure off thecouncil.
And_of course there is no
guarantee of a_ suitable

settlement at the end of
it all.

Many of the typists feel
they have been sold out.
They didn’t makesacrifices
for five months for it to
endlikethis.

Whatthenmade a major-

where they voted over-
whelmingly for strike action
and

.
walked out straight

away.
Management has reacted

to the strike by adopting the
Michael Edwardes approach.

Notices were posted up
around the factory claiming
that the strike was endanger-
ing the factory’s future and
could lead to its closure.

Denounced
McLean, head of Rolls

Royce operations in Scot-
land, denounced the workers
fightback as: “A mean-and
contemptible demand

—
for

money” and threatened to
transfer all work being done
at Hillington to factories: in :England.

’ -Management are cynical-
A-the 500. redundan-
jfounced in Septem-

e of any
ad-~frasiakesConvenor or

int -OfhEspeeds sicignalwhips afficials,workers
are. grabbing redundancy *

money while it is still on

ing the strike to push ~

 

ity accept arbitration at a
mass’ meeting? Quite
simple — NALGO national
officials said accept or we
withdraw__all
including strike pay, and
the local branch officers
recommendedthis solution
to themeeting.

It is not clear at the
moment why the branch
officers made this recom-
mendation. They and the
typists have already
learnt in this dispute that
sometimes you have to
fight the union as well as
your employers. Only a
few weeks ago theysecured
strike pay by picketing
NALGO national head-
quarters. This fight was
obviouslynecessary again.

Morale
The typists’ claim could

and should have been won
. in full. The employers were
cracking while morale
among the strikers was

‘rising. Support from cther
trade unionists emrivyed

offer.
If managementjs success-

ful in pushing through the
T% speed-up, then it will
inevitably lead to even more
job losses, since a smaller
workforce will be required
to produce the same amount
of work being done at
present.

“They can’t change the
times and keep on the same
workforce. It will mean
another loss of jobs and
that’s what we're fighting
about,” a shop steward told
Socialist Organiser.

Bosses at the plant are
also refusing to begin nego-
tiations about this year’s pay
rise (assuming. they do
actually. offer .a rise) until
the strike is over.
.

Just. as last: month, they
were saying they: would not
begin-negotiationsuntil they

had... the S00 redundancies’
: they wanted.

“So fhe strike is aot just
about. the latest speed-up,
it- is inseparable from
year’spay claim. he

_
This.anakesall the mo

amazingtheattitude oflocal

support,
.

 
 
 

by thecouncilwas increas-
ing the pressure for a just
settlement,but the NALGO
national officials didn’t
havethe ‘bottle’ for. seeing
the fight through like these
womenhad.

Dump
This story of betrayal

by those paid out of our
union subs to serve our
interests is a familiar one.
Out of this betrayal, how-
ever, yet another group of
workers has learnt a very
valuable lesson.

Unless we take seriously
the fight to dump these
.well-fed, union-car-driving,
200-guinea-suited _—para-
sites, and replace them
with a leadership account-
able to the members and
with the guts to fight our
battles with us to the end,
Thatcher and her friends
can sleep easyin theirbeds
at night.

I suspect, however, that
NALGO national officials
cannot. Liverpool typists
have long, long ntemories.

SUE ERSWELL 
AUEW full timers and of the
shop stewards’ convenor
and Communist Party
memberGeorge McCormack.

AUEW full-timer Gavin
Laisd reacted to the walk-
out by lining up with
management. In an open
letter to the workers he
claimed that management
was perfectly within its
rights under the termsoflast
years pay agreement to
implementthespeed-up.

Instead of working to
bring the rest of the factory
out in support of the 1500
strikers McCormack was
quite prepared to let them
carry’ on working, so that
stockpiled production could
be sent out.

This made an eventual
jock-outinevitable.

“We've conly been kept
of because it-suits manage-
“aHent—they’re» still getting

the ‘workouts; But «once:
that’sover. then we’re-out
fong'With*thelast job.-We'ré:

Ritts Sweetchappens-so%“eightaswell goth
 

Soins=te .éndsut on: ther

 Strike call
against
Barking

BARKING and Dagenham
Council has forced its Edu-
cation Committee to plan
cuts of £2.7 million from
the education budget over
the next two years. With
last year’s £1.2 million cuts,
this constitutes the largest
proportional cut in educa-
tion spending in the country.

The Education Commit-
tee have themselvesadmitted
thet there are no grounds in
terms of falling rolls for
these cuts and that the
education of children in the
boroughis certain to suffer.

Clubs
The borough is likely to

lose some 150 teachingjobs
in schools. 200 ‘dinner
ladies’ are to go, 10 Further
Education jobs will be lost,

.

and 15 nursery assistants and
five youth clubs. will
disappear.

Most mind-bogglingofall
is the plan to cut the educa-
tional unit of theborough’s
Assessment Centre. Unless
the council plans not to edu-
cate children in this unit at
all, they will have to go to
local junior and secondary
schools, adding further prob-
lems to an already over-
worked school system.

Protest
Teachers in the borough

are officially operating no
cover action and have with-
drawn goodwill as a protest
against past and future cuts.

-Children have been sent
home in some comprehen-
sives, but the effect on

primaries, where no cover
could be devastating, has
been minimal.

Rolls Royce workers
fight back Stan Crooke explains the issues behind the strike

of 1500 production workers
Hillington(Glasgow).

at Rolls Royce,

whole hog and come out on
strike as well’said the. shop
steward only days before the

‘inevitable Jock-out
happened.

Last Wednesday (28
October) management
announced they were laying
off the 2,500 workers not on
strike. McCormack didn’t
seem to be perturbed by the
Jock-out. Hours after the
announcement he was meet-
ing with management and
AUEW officials (the very
ones who refused to make
the strike official) to try and
engineer a return to work.

Overwhelmingly
But inspite .of the lack of

any lead from McCormack,
in spite of the refusal of the

©

A 200-strong march on a
council meeting signified the
start of an alliance between
the NUT, parents and other
workers in schools, notably
those in NUPE.. [In some
schools, joint union groups
have been set up and a
borough-wide inter-union
committee has been set up
to organise opposition to the
cuts among the borough’s
workers.

All this sounds very
hopeful. The seeds of an
effective campaign have been
sewn, but it is widely felt
in the schools that the
‘action’being taken is totally
inadequate.

Unlikely
The local NUT Associa-

tion has proposed ‘rolling
strikes’ as an alternative;
this would result in the
orchestrated closing_of
schools in rotation. The
NUT Action Committee, on
past form, are very unlikely
to back this.

Since these cuts seem to
be the largest in thecountry,
it is up to them to make a
test case of Barking and act
now to coordinate a cam-
paign of industrial action
which will close schools and
bring home to the council,
parents and children alike
the opposition of workers
in schools to their plans for
thenext two years.

Workers in Barking and
Dagenham often forget that
their employer is supposed
to be a Labour Authority.
‘Socialist’. councillors are
carrying out government
policy without a whimper of
protest.

Unified
They would do well to

follow the example of
Waltham Forest council,
who have madenocutsatall
in public expenditure.

Councillors in.Barking
should take notice of their
comrades in other boroughs
and join in a unified cam-
paign against the govern-
ment’s plans to undermine
state educational provision,
health and social services.

NUT members in the
Labour Party should make
sure that motions urging
this approach are sent from
their CLPs to the forth-
coming Regional Council
Special Meeting on 12
December. -
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Pickets fined after
rig dispute

ON TUESDAY October 13

 
 
 

<:

marmock.. ‘The | previous
week the High Court in
Edinburgh had imposed
fines totalling £300 on five
others.

The 46 are members of
the Boilermakers’ Society,
arrested and charged with
‘breach of the peace ’ in
September of last year
during the Hunterston oil
rig yard dispute.

Two other members
pleaded not guilty in Kil-
marnock, and are due to
reappear in court in mid-
February.

 
 

The Hunterston dispute
began as a fight for safer

agement had sacked all
900 strikers, and for trade
union democracy.

On Thursday August 28
last year, the yard walked
out in protest at the unsafe
workingconditions.

But union officials met
the bosses and issued a
joint statementaccepting:

*no change in working
conditions ‘until the
appropriate time’, :

® automatic sacking for
anyone who struck without
going throughprocedure,

*no payment for ‘time
lost’ due to the walk-out.

Rejected
An official recommend-

ation to return to work was
overwhelminglyrejected by
a mass meeting ofthestrik-
ers on Thursday Sep-
tember4th.

AMC,theyard’s owners,
sacked all 900 strikers.
Phillips Petroleum announ-
ced that they would have
the platform towed away
for completion in Holland.
The union leaders threw all
their energy into smashing
the strike. And the police
went into actionagainst the
pickets.

 

reports.

    
    

  
attempt by
bureaucrats to force their
membersto return to work.

.

Lemmings
The new conditions for a

return to work agreed by
them and the bosses now
also included: cutbacks in
the workforce at the yard,
the use of sub-contract
labour, and individual
reapplication for jobs by
all who had been sacked.

On Monday September
29, a mass meeting of
GMWUmembersvoted for
a return to work, but the
Boilermakers’ mass meet-
ing votedto continue.

“The boilermakers are
acting like lemmings and
complete anarchists’’,
raged Scottish GMWU
regional secretary Jimmy
Morrell.

Scabbing
The Boilermakers’ gen-

eral secretary and. the
GMWUissued a call for
organised scabbing:  ‘‘it is
imperative that our joint
membership respond to
this directive and apply

on Hoove
FRESH from trying to sell
out the workers at Rolls
Royce_Hillington (see
facing page), AUEW offic-
ial Gavin Laird this week

chaired a joint committee
of shop stewards andoffic-
ials to discuss Hoover’s
job-cuts plans.

Hooverwant to shut their

SNIPE’S BIG LIE
LAST WEEKLaurenceScott
boss Arthur Snipe failed to
reopen his Openshawfactory
with a management-selected
workforce and the loss of
500 jobs.

This week, after an emer-
gency board meeting, he
announced that as far as he
was concerned, the dispute
wasfinallyover.

The factory will remain
permanently closed, he
stated because it is impos-

’ gible to reopen it in working
order. He claims that ‘van-
dalism’ by the strikers has
caused thousands of pounds
worth of damage.

Snipe is an accomplished
exponent of the philosophy
that if you are going to tell
a lie. make it a massive one.

His contemptible inven-
tion so far off beam as to be
laughable ,

has simply
strengthened the determina-
tion of the strikers to see
the dispute, now entering its
eighth month through to the
bitterend.

The problem is that the
workers are still fighting on

two fronts. Their leaders,
Sir John Boyd and Terry
Duffy ‘are just as deter-

“smined

.
that :

“workers: should. spent a fot
more than. cight monthson

the dole queues. The AUEW
Executive’s refusal to pass
onto the final appeal court
important papers relating to
the dispute meant that the
court felt. it was unable to
adjudicate on the workers’
claim that the Executive
were in breach of mle in
making the dispute
unofficial and withdrawing
theDistrict levy.

The courts passed a
motion of censure on the
Executive. This is the third
time in the last 12 months
that the Executive have
totally ignored the body
which has attempted to
provide a basic safeguard

for members against Execu-
tive disregard of the union
constitution and NC
decisions.

_ It emphasises yet again
Duffy and Boyd’s contempt
for their membership. The
problem is that despite
protest resolutions .

and
censure motions, they have
gotaway withit.

In the case of Boyd’s
dismissal of Esward and
Hughes, the two researchers,

the misuse of the union
journal by Boydto influence
Duffy's election and now by

_totally bypassing the‘powers
the rules give District Com-

mittees.
It is an ironic comment

on the anarchic workings of
the capitalist system that, as

260 Scotts workers fight for
their jobs in Openshaw, the
Aurora Group have declared
the intention of closing their
factory at Ecclesfield in
Sheffield with the creation
of over 100 extra jobs in—
guess where—Opensahw.

The Scotts strikers have
no intention of benefitting
from themisfortune of other
workers. This move is being
fiercely resisted by the
Sheffield stewards and these
jobs “should. be blacked by
the whole Manchester labour
movement.

For the Scotts workers
the realisation now must be
that only picketing and
blacking. can take their
dispute forward, helpful
though resolutions and mess-

ages of support may be.
"Tt is the organisationof
this kind of action which
should be made the central
theme of the solidarity con-

ference in Manchester on

November 14.
Conference: Saturday

Nov.14, from 10am, Univ.
institute ofOt Manchester

‘Setence& Technelogy.

 
 

The labour movement's leaders have
been silent about the carve-up,victim-
isation, and prosecution of 48 trade
unionists in Scotland. Stan Crooke

tot employment’’.
On Monday October 20, 

‘ent jobs at the yard were
lost, the more militant
workerswere sacked, union
organisation was smashed,
sub-contract labour was
broughtin and strikes were
effectivelybanned.

But the bureaucrats had
not yet finished their dirty
work. After the Hunterston
ex shop stewards organised
a meeting in Glasgow on
Monday November 17,
attended by over 100 trade
unionists, in order to publi-
cise the betrayal by their:
misleaders, and to carry on
and broaden out the fight,
Scottish TUC general secr-
etary Jimmy Milnedenoun-
ced it as an attempt to
break up the STUC!

And the  Hunterston
stewards were barred from
addressing the annual
conference of Scottish
Trades Councils secretaries
and chairpersons and the
STUC convention against
unemployment last
December.

Weneed to build a cam-
paign in defence of the two
trade unionists still to be
tried, and to make sure that
the lessons of the Hunters-
ton dispute are notlost.

= Lairdmovesin
Perivale (West London)
plant and cut hundreds of
jobs at Cambuslang (Glas-
gow) and MerthyrTydfil.

Laird said thatthe unions
would back the Perivale
workers if they took action
to resist the closure, and
stewards from Cambuslang
and Merthyr said that they
would black the transfer
of work if Perivale took
action.

But Cambuslang and
Merthyr are planning no
action against their own
job cuts. And Perivale has
initiated no actioneither.

Instead of meeting a firm
commitment from the
unions to take action ag-
ainst any job cuts, any-
where, the Hoover bosses
have been able to trade on
the relief of Merthyr and
Cambuslang at not being
shut, and the despair of
Perivale. 

.

Laird—Duffy's crony

 
 

 
 
    
 

Glencroft faces
union sabotage

THE fifteen women on
strike at GlencroftKnitwear,
Glasgow, for reinstatement
and. union recognition, now
face the threatof their union
withdrawingofficial support. —

At. a meeting on Friday
October 30, national offic-
jals of the NUHKW told
them that the union would
continue to pay strike pay
for the next three weeks, but
would then review the situa-
tion, depending on how
muchsupport came in.

But so far the union off-
icials have often done more
to hinder than help support.
Before the women can speak
a
STAFFA workers in
East Londonarestill
picketing their plant
to save jobs after
being evicted from it
by 300 police.

Mass pickets have
been called for each
Monday morning,
from 7am to 8am at

New issue of Women’s
Fightback — 15p plus postage

from41 EflingtonStreet, LondonN7

 

anywhere, for example, it
has to be vetted by union
officials.

Events the women have
‘been told not to attend

include the Laurence Scott
support conference on Nov-
ember 14 and last weekend’s
demonstration commemorat-
ing the Jarrow march.

And the blacking at air-
ports, generally assumed to
be in operation, is in fact
non-existent at Glasgow
airport.

The TGWU full timer
told Socialist Organiser that
the correspondence he had
received from the NUHKW

Argall Ave, London
£10.

The workers are
also calling for black-
ing of Staffa products,
and messages and
moneycan besent to:
Staffa AUEW strike
committee, 39 Somers
Rd, Walthamstow,
London E17.

fe
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(the Gilencroft workers’
union) had been passed on
to the shop stewards at the
airport, but he did not know
what was happening about
it. .

Blacked
‘Our members will be

looking out for Glencroft
stuff’, he said. ‘Andit willbe
blackedif they spot any. But
teally agen so busy
with + Jem. at British
AirwayS*uiu._jt has taken up
all our time’. ““~

No-one at the freight
terminal at the airport knew
anything about the supposed
blacking. TGWU membersat
the British Caledonian, Serv-
isair, and Lepair depots said
that they had not even heard
about the dispute and did
not handle Glencroft prod-
ucts anyway.

At the KLM and SAS
depots, cuts in manning
levels have resulted in office
staff (in APEX) handling the
freight. But they too have
never heard of Glencroft.
‘The British Airways people
might do that kind of thing
(i.e. blacking) but it’s not
the kind of thing we go in
for’, an APEX- member at
SAS amiably remarked.

But at the British Air-
ways depoét it was the same
story: the shop steward had
heard nothing about the
dispute. And although Brit-
ish Airways used to handle
Glencroft products, he said,
it was years since anything
from them had passed
through the depot.

Depots
Other depots at the: air-

port are mn by cowboy
firms, and non-unionised.

What has to be done
now, and should have been
done a long time ago, is
establish just where Glen-
croft products are shipped
out, and implement effective
blacking. If they are going
through non-unionised dep-
ots, this would meangetting
CPSA membersto black the
customsand excise forms.

The other thing that has
to be done is build support
for the. picket line. The
NUHKW officials should
spend less timepreparing for
the industrial tribunal,and
more time organising
support from other trade
unionists for thepicket line.

Picketing at Glencroft
Knitwear, 128 Ingram St,

~ Monday-Friday, 7.30am to
4:30pm.

a
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DRAMATIC new develop-
ments have changed the
nature of the struggle at
St Mary’s Hospital, Harrow
Road (London).

|

The last week has seen
the occupation of the sector
administrator’s office, a
raid on Ward 2 with the

the suspension of two
workers.

The new stage in the
fight has come from the
clash between the ruthless
desperation of the admin-
istration and the deter-
mination of the workforce
to save the hospital and to
put an endto their harass-
mentandintimidation.

 
aid of theboys in blue, and *

by Dettie Clinton
The key figure in the

build-up of confidence and
willingness to fight was
Rita Maxim, T&G shop
steward and a_ ward
orderly.

Browbeaten
She refused to be brow-

beaten by yet another call
to a disciplinary hearing
for her refusal to do the
workof others. ‘‘There are
so many without work’’,
she said, ‘‘it is wrong for
themto expect us to do the
work of two or three
people’’.

She would not accept the
validity of the meeting with

the. administrator, Julian
Nettal, and a personnel
officer.

“I would not sit down
with them.I told my union
district officer, Mr John
Newe, but he wanted me to
take part in the meeting,
as they could decide to-
sack me anyway without
mebeingthere.

‘‘But I said no.
“I went into the meeting

with Mr Newe and Mr
Beckles, my branch secre-
tary. When they told me to
sit down and talked to me
like a naughty boy in front
of the teacher, I got very
angry and told them they
were not my judge and I

FIGHTING FASCISM
ovygembn,7iwiSLINGTON

by AnnaSullivan (organiser, Islington Anti Nazi League)
CHAPEL Marketis a large,
busy marketin thesouth of
Islington which is open all
day on Saturdays anduntil
one o'clock on Sunday. It
is placed in a part of the
borough where the popula-
tion is predominantlywhite
working class. For fascist
groups like the National
Front, it is seen as breeding
ground .for their extreme
racistand fascistpolicies.

Although the National
Front took a real beatingat
the polls in the general
election and the GLC elect-
ions, and suffered tremend-
ous disintegration because
of their faction fights, they
have usedthepresentpolit-
ical climate of economic
slump and mass unemploy-
ment to regroup and
rebuild, mainly among
youth.

They camebackto Chap-
el Market a year ago on
Sundays to try once more
to put across their filthy
politics as the answer to
everything. The Islington
Anti-Nazi League organis-
ed once more to oppose
them.

._
We produced leaflets

exposing their policies for
whattheyreallymeant.

Theyat first tried to put
on a respectable face. This
didn’t last long. They laun-
ched one attack after an-
othér on members of the
ANL, “the Other Book-
shop. {where a woman in
the shop was injured so
badlyher skull was fractur-
ed}, and an arson attack on
the Community Press.

They have sworn to get
rid ‘of any opposition to
them by any meansavail-
able — and we all know
what that means in fascist
terms: violence and intim-
idation.

Streets
The people of Islington

have made it quite clear
thatthey do not want them
selling their filthy litera-
ture, and we have collected
1,000 signatures from the
local shoppers stating their
opposition to the sale of
NF literature at the market:
However the Nazis have
made it quite clear that
they are determined to
smash, literally, any
opposition to them.

The ANL hastheofficial
support of the Trades
Council and many union
branches in the area, alsoFe the support of the local

Conference for action
against racism and
fascismin Islington

Sponsored byIslington
Trades Council, Isling-
ton ANL,and Islington

LabourParties.
Sunday November29,

from 10.30am at Caxton
House; St John’s Way,

‘London N19.

Publishedby the Socialist Organiser.
Organiser Alliance.

Labour Party wards. We
still need, though, the
support on the streets on

- Sundays, to show visibly
that there is a strong
opposition from the labour
movementto their politics
of genocide.

Stabbed
The isolated Asian fam-

ilieswholive in the south of
SEE the borough havealso been

Altiance, 28 Middle Lane, Londow.N8, andprinted by East End Oftset'(TU). Registered as a newsp:

under attack and harass-
ment for a long time, and
we haveto say and to show
loud and clear that we are
not prepared for this situa-
tion to go on any longer.

Two weeks ago a memb-
er of the ANL was almost
stabbed to death by a fasc-
ist lunatic. In other parts of
London there have been
attacksby fascists on blacks
and Asians that have
resulted in death.

Wehaveto form a strong
united front to fight this
threat to our community,
and show that we will not
be intimidated.
Islington ANL ask for
support at Chapel Market
on Sunday mornings from
10am, on the corner. of
Liverpool Road and Upper
Street.

The

would not stay to hear
them.I walkedout.

‘“‘My supporters outside
walked into the room and
refused to. move until the
disciplinary charges and
intimidation against me

_

were dropped’’.
24 hour

After Rita left, the 35 or
40 other workers, domest-
ics, porters, nurses and
lab assistants, gave the
‘judges’ a hard time. Mr
Nettal went out and was
then not allowed back into
the room. The other great
man ran off like a fright-
ened rabbit.

In a long discussion on
the next thing to do, the
linkwas drawn between the
harassment of Rita and
others and the rundown of
the hospital and closure of
wards. It was decided that
the occupation needed a
permaneré office to coord- -

inate the fightback all over
the. hospital and- where
someone could always be
contacted with informa-
tion, questions, or prob-
lems.

A vote was taken for a
24 hour occupation of the
office. That has been in
operation for the last week.

Nettal has had to camp
out in other offices since,
with only a bleep to keep
him in contact. He has been
pushingsillyletters under
the door stating he gave
no permission for—this
occupation and pleading
for his filing cabinet back,
and trying to harass the
switchboard staff into
cutting off thephones.

~ Axeman
This more pathetic pict-

ure of Nettal, however,is
only one side of the axe-
man of St Benedict’s hospi-
tal, where he opened the
gates to the scab
ambulances.

His more vicious self

SUPPORT ST MARY’SHOSPITAL!
Labour Movement Conference

Saturday November21, 11am to 2pm,at :

Porchester Hall, Porchester Rd, London W2. a ae‘EP UP FIGHT

os apeGee YE
Making a point at Mo

was soon: to be. displayed.
Two days later, on Friday
31st, he organised the kid-
napping of patients from
Ward 2 under the watch-
ful eye of thepolice.

 

Suspended
With the help of the

Head Porter, two admini-
strators {Allsop and Ala-
baster, the former said to
be -a NALGO member),
and Miss Morrell, the dis-
trict nursing chief, he took
control of the ward and
wheeled thepatients out.

Word camelate to the
occupation office, and by
the time a picket could be
assembled to stop this
atrocity only one very sick
woman was ‘left. These
‘brave’ specimens then
locked themselves into the
ward with this unfort-
unate patient.

They had earlier in the
day changed the lock to
ensurenoslip-ups.

One trick they pulled,
however, backfired on
them. A patient who was
taken to X-ray suddenly

nday ’s mass meeting

 

 
 

   

Rita Maxim

 
found herself being retumn-

‘ed to'a male ward. (The ad-
ministrators. now call. it a
‘mixed ward’, since putt-
ing these hijacked women
in there).

She bravely refused to.
cooperate, and_insisted
on being returned to Ward
2. She was eventually
brought back — but left
locked out and unattended
for more than 20 minutes,
getting more and more
distressed and unhappy.

This sight would surely
be enough to make them
see reason and relent? Far
from it! Instead, Miss
Morrell, with the help of
a police inspector, wheeled
her away and suspended
two of the workers, a
porter, Mick Woods, and
a nurse, Adrian Herz-
mark, for refusing to go
along with this heartless
act.

Police
The police were again

used to clear away thepick-
ets so that the last patient
could bedragged away.

We need money
to fight back

And the basic £2,000 a month, for our regular
£150 from Leeds and Bradford, and smaller extra
amounts from London, camein this weekin response
to our call tor money to help the workof Socialist
Organiser and the Leyland Action Committee for the
BL strike.

Nowthe strike is off. But work must continue
to organise the militants who came forward in the
strike into the Leyland. Action Committee and to

 combat demoralisation.That needs money,too.

bills, is also vital. It’s no good complaining about the
role of Duffy and Kitson unless we put the nécessary
resources — including money -- into the work needed.
to replace them with leaderships prepared to stand up
to Edwardes and the Tories.

.

Send money to Socialist Organiser, 28 Middle
_

Lane, London N8 (cheques payable “to Socialist
Organiser}. 
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Her husband, who. was
constantly ‘at. the side of
his 86 year old wife, said,
“T have. seen. things like
this before — when I was
in a concentrationcamp’’.

These actions have made
the workers ‘and their
supporters more determin-
ed thanever.

A deputation of nurses
and others. demanded
Adrian’s immediate rein-
statement. The_petition

ospital
has been well supported.

- It is reported that the
locks on the other wards
have. also been changed.
But the workforce must
prepare too. Any hint-of an
attempt to clear a ward
again must be met with an

-

immediate stoppage - of
work and a.mass picket at
the doorof theward.

‘Each group of workers
must begin to prepare their
own work rotas, to be able
to do away with the super-
visors.

Any compromise must be
rejected — suchastheoffer
to reinstate Adrian, while
investigations and

_
in-

quiries are carried out, at
St Mary’s Hospital, Praed
St, W2!_

Support must flow in
from outside bodies. The.
conference in Porchester
Hall on November 21 is
designed to build that
support and decide what
action’ other groups of
workerscan take to back up
thisvital fight.

Pickets are even more

urgently needed now,
including some to stay in 3

overnight.
Support.

The London Ambulance
Service workers have form-
ed a close alliance with
St Mary’s, and :keep the
occupation committee in-
formed of who they are

_bringing.inand out.
‘And. ..the ‘local. Trades
  

meeting.


