
ELECTION SPECIAL.10p

ONE THINGdistinguishestheLabour Party from all other
parties. It is themassparty of theworkingclass, builtby the
eMCBUOYBCReABBeee
It is, accordingly,theparty throughwhich thevastmajority
of workerswillexpress theirhatred of theTories — the
representatives of wealthandprivilege.

The vastmajorityof workerswillrightlywant to vote
Labour, not becauseof Labour’s record, but in order to deny
thebossesa victory in Parliament.

SURaioeeeveemyaeromiiiend
- challengingcapitalism,Labour has managed it in the |

TeCRNECRENUMoeUIMN ULBBiman
discredited — it was nevertried. And thewishes of the _

Labour Party conferencewere ignored by theGovernment.
The SCLVcalls on every workernot only to vote for Labour

but to campaign for a Labour victory. The fight must bekept
‘upafter theelection to push theLabour leaders to break with
jtheeaeMCeCeCeRmBirde Cg

“andwiththeworkingclass in governmentandout. And we
~ need a labour movementcapable ofcallingtheleaders to

VOC
MUMeRCCeM NeeCome

societyaMMMeCMMARCselma
industry and theorganisationof theayUCC eReLh

- bureaucracy.
|

That is why we needto fightto create a reallysocialist
- movementthatwillbreak thispower. We need to replacethe
BCE CEEO mUeeuekea

theeeclass and Feaieennsdann planned to meet our
needs

FIGHT FORSOCIALISM

 



 

 

No more
PT
ATMATTY
like Tories Peter Tebbutt,

Falmouth

THE LONG-awaited
manifesto of Labour’s
National Executive,

which was going to put for-
ward real alternative social-
ist, policies, finally emerged
shorn of any socialism atall.
The stamp of Callaghan,
Healey and Co. is clearly
marked on this document of
‘no change’.

Public ownership of the
‘meansof production, distri-

‘bution and exchange’ under

workers’ control is as far
removed from the manifesto
as it is from the thinking of
the ‘moderates’ who run the
Government. Even Labour's
conference decision to abol-
ish the House of Lords has
ended up with a feeble com-
promise of just clipping the
‘noble Lords’’ ermine by
removing their power to de-
lay legislation.

Of course somewhere to
put ‘Brothers’ like Lord
Scanlon, Lord George Brown
and the future Lord Callagh-
an is desirable... but Parlia-
mentis hardly the place that
would leap to most workers’

minds!
The working class is cry-

ing out for a party with a
sound political base able to
offer a real alternative to the
discredited capitalist system,
which has failed to provide
meaningful jobs or a decent
standardof living for the old,
one-parent families, and the
low-paid.

The time is long overdue
for a complete reshaping
of our society — that is evid-
ent from the last few years
and the experience of talk-
ing to many working class

votersin theearly days of the
election campaign.

Over and over again work-
ers of all ages say: ‘‘We do
want a Labour Government,
but a Labour Government
which is going to be loyal to
us — the workers. We don’t
want the Tories or Labour
leaders who act like Tories
andlive like Tories’.

In Falmouththe closure of
the dockyards is on the shelf
after 370 voluntary redund-
ancies were rammed
through.The big question is,
will the Tories keep the
docks open if they win, and
for how long.

The Tory candidate for
Dorking, Mr K Wickenham,
boss of European Ferries,
has said that his firm will
use Falmouth for repairs
if it is taken over by ‘free
enterprise’ in the shape of
Bristol Channel Shiprepair-
ers, who wriggled out of
being nationalised. The
Tories want to ‘give free
enterprise a chance’.

Weshould be fighting for
socialist policies in the elect-
ion to save jobs in places
like Falmouth yard —

fighting against all cuts
and redundancies.

  FACING
UP TO
CLASS
POWER
Ken Livingstone,
Hampstead

restoration of all cuts in
public spending, for an

expansionof public spending
and job creation in the public
sector to eliminate unem-
ployment.

Public ownership must be
extended to the productive
sector of the economy to
make a real solution to
our problems. .

I’m campaigning for the
withdrawal of troops from
Ireland,therepeal of all im-
migration controls, an
immediatecut in fares and
a rent, price and mortgage
freeze.

TheTories are standing on
the most harsh right-wing
manifesto since the 1930s.
They seek to cut back the
living standards of working
class people while giving tax
cuts to the rich and private
companies.

We've gotto be quite hon-
est about the policies of the
last Labour Government.
The chance of defeat for us
lies with Callaghan’s failure
to meet the problemsof the
British economy with social-
ist solutions.

Every Labour Government
has failedto advance towards
socialismbecausethe Labour
Party has been led by the
social democratic wing —

people whojust don’t believe
in socialist policies.

That’s why the election of
party leader by conference
and democratic accountabil-
ity of MPs is so important.
I've undertaken to
submit myself to a full re-
selection process before each
election.If at some point the
party felt it no longer wished
meto continue I’d resign and
fight from the grass roots for
my views.

We've seen

a
clear shift in

powerfrom Parliamentto the
civil service. Economic
powerlies outside the con-
trol of Parliament— in many
casesit rests abroad — so a

socialist government needs
to intervene to get this eco-
nomic power. Only with
massive active working class
support can we prevent a
Labour Governmentbeingat
the mercy of foreign or dom-
estic military intervention
— which would come the
minute we started trying to
take the wealth and power
awayfrom therich.

If I’m elected I see my job
to use Parliament as a plat-
form to win the Party and
people generally to soc-
jalist policies and 2
socialist leadership.

6 I’M STANDINGfor the

WHAT'S THE most !mport-
ant election issue? Jobs?
The unions? Social services?
Inflation? One thing’s for
sure: It isn’t the Common
Market. Yet the EEC has
been made into an import-
ant focus of Labour’s elect-
ion campaign, not only by
Callaghan but even more so
by Benn and the Parliament-
ary Left.

Within the Socialist Cam-
paign for a Labour Victory
there are different views on
the question of the Common
Market. At the time of the
‘Great Debate’, some of
those now supporting the
SCLV were for voting ‘no’,

and some were for not voting
at all in the Common Market
referendum. Among the
many individuals the cam-
paign has attracted, there
will be supporters of both
views.

The majority feelingon the
Steering Committee of the
SCLYV,however,Is thatwhat-
ever position was taken at
the time on the referendum
on the EEC, to raise the
question now is at best
diversionary.

Labour candidates who are
SCLV supporters ought to
be explaining that the prob-
lemsfacingtheworkingclass
do not come from ‘abroad’,
but from thecapitalist class.

CAMPAIGNING
FOR LABOUR
BUT AGAINST THE
GOVERNMENT'S
RECORD
PUee PeebteC Some Labour candi-

dates won’t be
parrotting theGov-
ernmentline. They
will be speaking up
for thedecisions
and thestrugglesof
the labour move-
ment, and cam-
paigning on some or
all of the policies
of the SCLV. Here
weinclude personal
statements from six
of thesecandidates.

 
Labour candidatesagainst
Callaghan: Knight, Living-
stone, Roberts

 

Ted Knight,
Hornsey

everyone as a key elect-
ion issue. Our campaign

in Hornsey says we need
control over the economy,
with an alternative economic
policy.

It is essential to oppose
any wages freeze — wages
are not the cause ofinflation.
We are advocating a prices
freeze. Workers cannot be
expected to tighten their
belts any longer.

Unemployment is not a

major issue in Hornsey.
But we can’t be complacent.
We needto use the newtech-
nology to improve leisure
for workers and their famil-
ies, and to introduce a short-
er working week with no
loss of pay.Expansion ofpublic spend-
ing is one of our main plat-
forms. We're opposing
public expenditure cuts and
hitting hard at the Tories’
proposed ‘economies’.

On the Common Market,
we’re saying no. Labour
must withdraw and get down
to solving our problems
with the European labour

& INFLATION is seen by

FIGHTING TORY RACISM
movement, not a club of
rich businessmen.

We are challenging the
local Tories on Thatcher’s
racist ‘‘swamping our cult-
ure’’ speech. We have a

strong ‘Asians for Ted”
and} ‘Cypriots for Ted’
campaign because these
communities can see our
Labour Party is in the fore-
front of fighting racism and
discrimination.

The Asian voters here are

very firmly Labour. Even
though. many run_ small
shops, and might be expect-
ed to vote Tory, they are
aroused because their
shops are broken into by
fascists, because they see
the racist thugs attack fellow
Asians in Brick Lane, and
becauseThatcher’s speeches
are fuelling the race hate
attacks.Obviously we're fighting
off thewretched record ofthe
Labour Governmenttoo. But
nothing:will be solved for
working people by the elect-
ion of a Tory administra-
tion. We’re trading on the
fact that I’m fighting for
socialist policies. We might
be fighting against the odds,
but I’m not afraid to
speak out against the uLabourParty leadership

 Defend theUnions
Ernie Roberts,
Hackney North

THE TORIESand their
allies, the TV. press,
and radio, are fighting

harder than they have ever
done. Aided by the right-
wing Social Democratic Alli-
ance in the Labour Party,
they are conducting a cam-
paign of character assassin-
ation against left-wing MPs
and candidates. The SDA
have issuedalist of 43 left
MPs and 20 candidates
whom they want to see de-
feated.

This unholy alliance aims
to removeall trace of social-
ist ideas and policies from
the Labour Party and the
rest of the labour movement.
They fear the demands of
working people for a new
deal and a new society —

one based on need, not
greed. Working people
everywhere must see these
frantic efforts of the Tories
and their friends as a threat
to social and welfare advanc-
es like the Employment Pro-
tection Act, Health, Educat-
jon and Housing, and the

Equal Pay and Sex Discrim-
ination Acts.

A keyissue in the election
will be the protection of the
trade union movement from
the reactionaryattacksof the
Tories; also the exposure of
the Common Market andits
effects upon food prices and
the general standard of
living.

A key point for me is the,
need for a Labour Govern-
ment to take over real and
effective control of the eco-

nomy, to take it out of the
hands of speculators, bank-
ers and bosses. Labour Gov-
ernments have not really
controlled the economy,
they have beenperipheral.

Just voting for Labourisn’t
enough. Just as in the trade
unions there must be demo-
cratic control. Therefore it is
the responsibilityof all elect-
ors. to make sure the elected
catry out the policies de-
cided.

Every socialist must enter
the fight for the return of a
Labour Government with
more left wing socialist
MPs committed to fight-
ing for socialism.

 
ETeile
the
workers’
wage

 
 Arthur Palmer, Carlton constituency, Nottingham

jectionable about the
Tories is their basic

anti-union warfare. I issued a

press statement attacking

& WHAT’S REALLY ob-

the local Tory MP for his
denunciation of the NUPE
strike. I’m right behind these
low-paid workers’ fight for a

reducedwage andliving 

Ward. He invited him up to
the Carlton area to publicly
thank him for his stand ag-
ainst workersfighting for the
right to join a trade union.

The aim of the Tories is to
appeal to the greedy, not the
needy. This won't improve
the conditions of working
class people. The local Tories
are delaying the housing

lonceronge  

against the National Front
fascists who are standing a
candidate. I welcome the
participation of the Anti-
Nazi League.If I’m going to
lose votes because I'm anti-
Nazi, so beit.

My message to Labour
doubtfuls is, don’t be absent
voters. Only byarguing and
continuing the struggle after
the election for soc- 

 Don't
manage
the
system:
fight it
Joan Blackmooris
standing for
Gedling borough
council

NOTTINGHAM Council
are cutting their housing
projects while there are

thousands on the waiting
lists and there are young
people with children trapped
on thetopfloors of high-rise
flats. It’s a big cause of van-
dalism. If you livein a slum
you don’t smile sweetly at
the world, you take out
your anger at society in all
sorts of ways...

For theJabour movement,
that means taking political
action. ;

In October 1978 we set up
our TenantsAssociation, and
drew in a lot of people who
weren’t political but had a
real grievance against the
council bureaucracy. They
turned to people who were
political to get action going.

The biggest issue we've
fought so far came up in
December. Two local
schools, Stanhope Junior and
Stanhope Infants, are to be
‘merged’. The only ann-
ouncement was a two-inch
public notice in the papers
on December 22nd, saying
objections had to be receiv-
ed by February 22nd.

We held a tenants’ and
residents’ meeting and sent
a petition to the Permanent
Under Secretary of State for
Education to object — be-
cause we believe it is just
another way of saying, they
are closing one of the
schools. iThe tenants’ association is
there to keep an eye on what
the council does, or doesn’t
do. The Labour Government
has imposed drastic cuts in
the public sector and the
Tories are eager to carry
them evenfurther.

If it wasn’t for the tenants’
association I wouldn’t have
considered standing for the
council, but it will be a good
way of finding out what's
going on and pressing our
case.

We've got to use councils
to ram the -Tories’ sneers
about Labour as ‘the Social-
ists’ down their throats...
by acting like socialists. I
don’t like the idea of Labour
councillors being managers
for the Tory system of runn-
ing councils. ;

Labour councillors and the
Labour Party should be fight-
ing. against the whole way
things are run, and keeping
workers who vote for us in-
formed of every detail
to help them fight
back.  

 



 

LIBERALS

Party of the
muddle

THEBIBLEisfull of mythic-
- al beasts — head like an

eagle, ears of a lion, haunch-
es of an ass and feet like a
fish... Today, on the British
political scene, we have a
secular version: theLiberals.

With a taxation policy like
the Tories, a devolution pol-
icy like the moderate nation-
alists, workers’ participation
like the Labour left and a
‘front bench’ dotted with
sheep farmers, the Liberals,
like the beasts of the Bible,
can neither walk, fly nor
swim.

Which group in society do
the Liberals actually repres-
ent? They would like to re-
presenttheprogressive busi-
nessmen, the independent
professions and managerial
workers. Their problem is
that the Tories and the
LabourRightdoit better.

When David Steel
addressed the National Fed-
eration of the Self-Employed,
he started with an appeal to
the ‘small businessman’
crushed by a mushrooming

ground
bureaucracy. He got
applausefor that.He advoca-
ted tax cuts, and got support
for that. But, turning away
from mild Toryism for a mo-
ment, he also supported the
EmploymentProtection Act,
maternity leave, and redund-
ancy payments. He almost
got booedoff the stage.

The slogan ‘Small is beaut-
iful’ might express the ideo-
logy of the Liberals, but it’s
not very comforting when
applied to your own party.
Eager to make the best of a
desperate situation, how-
ever, the Liberals have been
trying to court the disillus-
ioned and confused, posing
as ‘thealternative’.

The Liberal vote will be
no more than a measure of
political confusion and dis-
appointment. Should there
be a hung Parliament, how-
ever, that tiny group of non-
descripts — whowillbe will-
ing to sell theirvotes to eith-
er side — might be able to

-

affect the course of British
politics out of all proportion
to their real influence.

 
 

Menin themuddle: Liberal
leaders Steel (top| and
Pardoe

   Is Norwoodfacingbothways?
VOTERSIN Norwood, South
London, will be receiving a
strongly left-wing, anti-Gov-
ernment Labour manifesto.
But the candidate is junior
Prices Minister John Fraser,
a staunch supporter of Gov-
ernmentpolicy.

It would be easy to say
that the contradiction is
Fraser’s problem. In one
senseit is, but in some ways
it is ours too.

How did it happen? At
Norwood Labour  Party’s
General Management Com-
mittee meeting on March
29th, a manifesto was adopt-
ed which gavea radicalchall-
enge to the Government’s
policies.

The Norwood party want
British troops out of Ireland.
They take the side of black
people against racism from
the press, the law, the NF,
the bosses and the Tories.
They oppose the immigra-
tion laws and call for an end
to police harassmentof black
youth under‘sus’ laws.

They call for free contra-

ception and abortion on de-
mand, aid for battered and
taped women,andfree nurs-
ery and crechefacilities,And
they pledge support to all
workers fighting for better
Wages.

John Fraser would havepreferred to fight on a milk-and-water manifesto, The
party, however, insisted on
its right to say whatit wanted
to the Norwood voters.

Difficult
If the party could impose

these policies on a member
of the Government, why
couldn't they select a new
candidate more in line with
their thinking?

The re-selection process(despite attempts to change
it) is lengthy and difficult.
The Norwood seat is margin-
al. John. Fraser. is a con-
scientious constituency MP,
with a strong personal foll-
owing, especially amoung.blackpeople in thearea.

Yet even without re-
selection, the manifesto is a
direct challenge to the right
of the Parliamentarians to
ride roughshod over Party
membersand supporters.

John Fraser can in future
be more easily held to
account on_the policies
which are being put to the
electorate by the party,
whetherhe agrees with them
or not. No way can he appeal
over the heads of the party
to the people who voted for
him.

But before he can be held
to account, let alone replac-
ed, he mustfirst be elected.
This is why the Socialist
Campaign fof a LabourVict-
ory will campaign for a vote
for John Fraser, as for all
other Labour candidates.
Wewantthebiggestpossible
turnout of Labour voters, so
that it is possible to hold
those like John Fraser to
account.

In Norwood,at least, they
have policies on which to do
that.
 How to make
Ireland an
election issue

IN BARNSLEY, Brendan
Gallagheris seessoneNorthern Ireland tary
Roy Mason.

Gallagher’s aim is to de-
nounce Mason’s Irish policy,
to campaign for British with-
drawal from Ireland, and to
publicise the case of his son
Willie — wrongfully convict-
ed, he says,on the basis of a
forced confession, of plant-
ing a bomb.

The SCLYV still says:
vote Labour. But not because
we have any confidence in
Mason! ;

We support the campai
for troops out now. e
support the Irish prisoners’
struggle for their rights. We
condemn the fact-thatlocal
councilsand theNationalUn-
fon of Mineworkers have
refused Brendan Gallagher
meeting halls for his cam-
paign.

We believe socialists in
the area should fight for

Brendan Gallagher’s right to
get a hearing,and should see
to it that the Issue of Ireland
is raised in all the election
meetings.

We=sympathise with
people in the Irish commun-
ity who despise Labour’s
record. But we belleve the
most important thing is to
expand the growing opposi-
tion within the labour move-
mentto Britain’s Irish policy,
by work during and after the
election campaign. While the
Labour Party remains the
only mass workingclass bas-
ed party in Britain, attempts
to pit candidates againstit,
at this stage, will be viewed
with antagonism by many
labour movement activists
who might otherwise be won
to thatopposition.

Vote Labour, but remem-
ber: the fight to rally the
British labour movement ag-
ainst repression in Ireland is
onlyjust beginning.

  
Brendan Gallagher[inset] is runningin theelection to protest at
the British Army in Northern Ireland
 

DURING THEelection the
Scottish National Party
(SNP)will focus on oil. They
will argue that a Scottish
Assembly or a Scottish Goy-
ernment which can tax the
oil companies means’ more
jobs and better wages.

It is just not true. Total
revenuesto the British Gov-
ernmentfrom oil in 1980 will
be £2 billion, while the oil
companies walk off with prof-
its of up to 50%after tax.

To raise revenue means
raising taxes, and thatmeans
taking on the poweroftheoil
multinationals. Labour has
tried it once already and
backed down in the face of
stiff resistance.

The SNPhavenointention
of even trying. As soon as
their votes went up in the
early ’70s they sent Willie
Wolfe off to America to
assure the oil companies
that the SNP meant them no
harm.

the bosses, not the English
Even the £2 billionis only

any good if it can be put to
some use. Both the SNP and
Plaid Cymru (the Welsh
Nationalist party) argue that
‘more power’ and more
money for Wales and Scot-
land means more jobs, that
Scotland and Wales are dis-
criminated against by West-
minster.

Hand-outs
Again, this is not true.

Since the early 60s, massive
amounts of money have been
channeled into the regional
aid programme — giving
free hand-outs to the bosses
to invest in the regions. Scot-
land received over 30%ofall
expenditure under local em-
ployment legislation,
between 30 and 40%of reg-
ional employment prem-
iums, and nearly 40% of ex-

penditure under the 1972 In-
dustry Act.

Even so, a report of the
Scottish Council Research
Institute in 1974 found that
“unemployment continues
unabated... as though reg-
ional policy had never exist-
ed’’. And nothing has im-
proved since then.

The samestory of depress-
ed industry and high unem-
ploymentis true for Wales,
but also for the north of
England. Cardiff, Liverpool,
and Glasgow are the three
worst disaster areas in

capitalist Britain.
Oil revenue and Govern-

ment grants are only of any
use if the bosses want to
invest. And they don't —

because it is not profitable.
Both Wales and Scotland are
too far away from major
markets, and even with
grants it is not worth invest-
ing.

The only way roundthisis

;
Revolutiome svclaliaswonkty,

to attack the profit system.
The problem is not the Eng-
lish but the bosses — Scott-
ish, Welsh, or English.

The other argument the
nationalists use is that more
power to the regions is a
good idea because it brings
government ‘closer to the
people’. But thisjust ignores
the existence of classes in
society. Is it better to have a
Scottish capitalist like SNP
supporter Hugh Fraser
exploiting you than some
English boss?

Parasitic
For a tong time iiic Scott-

ish capitalists have special-
ised in one of the most para-
sitic areas of big business —

financial speculation. Fin-
ancial and insurance com-
panies form a higher pro-
portion of Scottish than Eng-

lish business. Not that Scott-
ish capitalists are any better
if theydecide to run factories
in Scotland instead.

How hard the boss attacks
your wages and conditions
is nothingto do with his nat-
ionality. The drive for profits
is international.

If the SNP have no new
arguments in this election,
they will, unlike Plaid Cym-
ru, be given a boost by the
majority vote for a Scottish
Assembly in the Refer-
endum on MarchIst.

The blamefor anyboost to
the SNP lies squarely with
the Labour Government. De-
volution is irrelevant to the
needs of the working class.
Butsocialists respect the de-
mocratic decision of the
Scottish people.

There was a majority in
the referendum for the sett-
ing up ot an Assembly. The
Labour Government should
have respectedit.

From May19th,
Workers’ Action will be go-ing from 8 pages to 12 pages,
with four extra pages of
background analysis, in-
depthdiscussion, debate and
polemic. The price will go
up from 10p to 15p to meet
the increasedcosts.

Special offer: until the end
of May, subscriptions at the
old rate, £4 for 25 issues,
£7.50 for 50 (in Britain and
Ireland). :

WA:Box 1960, Rising Free,
182 UpperSt, London N1.
   Chartist no.74

In magazine format.
With articles on the Bolshe-
vik tradition, Socialist Femi-
nism, the Labour Left, im-
migration, local government.
32 pages for 35p plus 15p
p&p from 60 Loughborough
Rd, London SW9.

  
 

  



   
THE NATIONAL Front will
be putting up some
candidatesin thisgeneral el-
ection. Hoping to tap the
deep reservoirs of disill-
usionment, confusion and
despair among the elector-
ate, the NF will be waging
what it calls ‘‘a very, very
heavyracialistcampaign’.

There is little risk of the
National Front doing well in

| any constituency. It has only
once managed to save its
deposit. The real danger is
thatunder the cover of resp-
ectable electoral activity,
this gang of thugs will be
free to spread their race-

hate lies with little opposi-
tion.

Protected by election laws,
they will be hiring public
halis and conducting can-
vassesin an effort to stir up
hatred and violence against
blacks. They will get TV
timefor theirNazi ranting.

Ourjob willbe not only to
outdo them in termspe over socialist ideas,

ut to mobilise people in
every area-to thrash thefasc-
ists off the streets, to deny

them any platform for their
sick fantasies, and to encour-
age TV workers to ‘pull the
plugs’ on the Nazis.

One of the National
Front’s main election activi-
ties willbe in Leicester. Over
the last six months they have
been stepping up their
attacks on blacks and
anti-racists there, daubing
the Sikh temple with their
filth and scrawling their
slogans around the, town.
Now they have decided to
hold their St George’s Day
march thereon April 21st.

A committee has already
been set up by the Trades
Council, drawing in all anti-
racist groups and committed
to stopping the fascists from
marching. The Anti Nazi
League have called for a
nationalmobilisationto fight
the fascists in Leicester on
thatday.

Wecan’trely on the police
to ban the Front’s activities
— though they are clearly
againstthelaw. Dealing with
thefascists is a responsibility
we have to take on our-
selves.

We oppose the banning
of National Front activity
by the state. Such bans in-
evitably mean a strengthen-
ing of the state, and that
means a-strengtheningof our
enemies. Our job is to sweep
the fascists off the streets
by our own strength and our
own direct action.

Mobilising against the
fascists — whether the Nat-
ional Front, the British
Movement, or any others —

is an important task during
thiselection campaign.

Stop the NF Nazis!
12 noon, Saturday
21 April,Victoria
Park, Leicester.

Coach from London,organis-
ed by the SCLV: departs
Wood. Green 9am, Seven
Sisters 9.1Sam, Finsbury
Park (Rainbow) 9.30am.
Fare:£3.

   
The National Front: a party of race hate’

| Stop the NF!

and organised violence.

 
  break the ice of wage

controls. The toolmakers
demanded wage rises and
the right to negotiate separ-
ately. After a long dispute,
they were forced back to
work with a promise that
their case would be con-
sidered.

Nothingwas done to keep
the promise. now the
toolmakers are out again,
together with other BL craft

workers, for the same de-
mands. Now they want £90
a weekbasic,

About a third of all BL
Cards craftsmen are out as
wewrite.But thestrike looks
like growing, and in any case
it will halt all car production
withina couple of weeks.

L boss Michael Edward-
es, backed up by the Labour
Government, has_ replied
with threats to cut invest-
ment and close down BL
factories one by one if the
strike goes on. The union

leaderships have been al-
most equally hostile, calling
on workers to cross any pick-
et lines put up by the un-
official craftsmen’s com-
mittee. The engineering un-
ion has even announced an
‘investigation’ into strike
leader Roy Fraser.

BL production workers —

at Longbridge,at least — are
sympathetic to the strike.
Fed up after being swindled
over their parity payments,
they are glad to see another
group of workers fighting the

rules. The fact is, however,
that craft workers in some

swindlers.
The union leaders say that

separate negotiating rights
are impossible under union

other companies,like Lucas,
already have such separate
rights.

Strike leader Roy Fraser
says: ‘‘This dispute will only
end when we geta positive
commitment from manage-
ment. We are not going back
for just promisesthistime’.

JIM DENHAM

Meanwhile, on the industrial battlefront...
KL crattsmen:promises aren’t enous
THE BRITISH Leyland tool-
makers’ strike in 1977 was
the first blow that began to

 

 
Roy Fraser
 

WITH THEelection under
way, the pace of the civil
service pay negotiations has
hotted up. The clear intent-
ion is to get them out of the
way so the Labour leaders
can campaign about working
well with the unions without
being embarrassedby indus-
trial action.

Thefull-timeofficials want
to negotiate a deal like the
9% plus £1 which other
public sector unions got
when they settled, to be
followed by staging of the
rest of the increases due
under the civil service pay
comparabilityscheme.

Whenasking if the Gov-
ernment would agree to this,
Ken Thomas of the CPSA
promised to call off a strike
of Air Traffic Control Assist-
ants over Easter. However,
the SCPSare still allowing
their Customs and Excise
officers to go ahead with
theiraction.

The union bureaucrats are
fighting hardto get this stag-
ing completed by the end of
1979 so that the whole com-
parability tarce can start
again in 1980.

 Civilservice:
Election excuse
for a sellout

Now that the unofficial
actionat theWashingtonand

Livingstone computer cen-
tres has cometo an end, the
union officials have the
unofficial action well under
control — partly because
many of the rank and file
are waiting to see how bad
the sell-out is going to be,
partly because every effort
was made to undercut the
official action. The odds are
stacked against us.

The crucial moment will
be at the CPSA National Ex-
ecutive meeting on Wednes-
day April 11 for which a
mass lobby is organised to
call for rejection of staging
and stepping up the action.
Butthistimeit is likely that
the full-time officials will be
able to work with the right
wing on the Executive to

ut any offer out to ballot
immediately.

Every effort has to be
made to reject staging and
demand the union leaders
call all-out action to win the
full claim now.

STEPHEN CORBISHLEY

TIMES:
JOBS STILL
AT RISK

WITH THE proposed date
for reopening of the Times
less than a week away, still
no agreement has been sign-
ed with the unions involved.
The workers at the paper
won a half-victory in March
when the Times bosses were
forced to climb down from
their demand that unions
agree to their plans for the
introduction of new techno-
logy, speed-up, andjob cuts,
before any of the sacked
workerswould be taken back

The workers have been re-
instated, but the major battle
over the management pro-
posals has still to be fought.
The union leaders are keen
to get agreement, even
though they are sticking out

manning levels and who is
to operate the new tech-
nology.

Whatever concessions are
wrung out of Times boss
Duke Hussey, with or with-
out the intervention of the
governmentarbitration serv-
ice ACAS,thedeal thatcom-
es out at the endis likely to
mean selling jobs. The Tim-
es workers have already won

a half victory. What they
need now ‘is an organised
fight for ‘workers’ control
over the new machinery.
Only that way can sackings

 
be avoided.

for some concessions over

THE TRANSPORTand Gen-
eral Workers Union Execut-
ive has given the Dunlop
Speke Joint Trade UnionAct-
ion Committee approval for
any action necessary in their
fight to save the threatened
tyre plarit's 2,400 jobs.
Action taken so far has in-
cluded sit-down

_
protests

blocking Speke Boulevard
and the occupation of two
Merseyside radio stations.

days before the plant was
due to close, the unions pre-
sented a plan to the man-
agement designed to make
the plant ‘viable’. The un-
ions will agree to 1,000 jobs
being lost and more ‘flex-
ible’ work processes, disp-
utes procedures, and mann-
ing agreements. In return
the unions are asking that
the rest of the tyre-making
jobs be kept, together with
the other lines of production
at Spekelike golf-ball manu-
facture.

 
Theyare also calling for

talks to be started on new
nraducte t2 &- ade. at

But on April 10th, nine -

Dunlop:
Bosses going
for thekill

Speke, while the Govern-
ment is asked to underwrite
the Speke plant to the tune
of£2 millionand to introduce
import controls against for-
eign tyres.

Though the union ‘plan’
contains almost every poss-
ible example of how NOT to
fight redundancy, it is not at
all certain that Dunlop boss-
es will want to make any
concessions at all. The Act-
ion Committee has calledfor
an extension of the blacking
on Dunlop tyres already op-
erating at Southampton and
Liverpool docks and at Ford
Halewood.

That action, together with
the occupation of the plant
and an extension of the inter-
national unity shown by the
internationalday of action on
March 7th, is the way to
save all the threatenedjobs
in Dunlop. The Dunlop boss-
es look like they want a fight
to the finish.at Speke, giv-

|,

ing no concessions. No con-
cessions should be offered
by the workers

 SCLV:
what
we're
doing

THE SOCIALIST Campaign
for a Labour Victory was set
up in thebeliefthata generalsisttiok need not, and should
not, mean the suspension
of-militant struggle. We
don’t agree with the view
thatelections are best fought

by pretending
Labour has no connection
with theclass struggle.

So instead of going out
with dull Government hand-
outs that try to kid people
the Labour Government has
done wonders for the work-
ing class, we say: canvass
and campaign on the basis
of working class needs and
demands. Don’t just drop
the struggle for theduration,
but step it up!

The SCLV will be doing
just that during the election.
As‘well as this issue of Soc-
ialist: Organiser designed for
use In campaign work, we
will be producing another in
two weeks’ time which will
take up the issues that arise
as the campaign gets under-

leaflets on the major issues
facingworkingpeople. These
leaflets will be given out by
Labour Parties, and provide
a fighting basis for canvass-
ing elther for the general
election or for local elections.

And the SCLY will be call-
ing on all its supporters to
mobiliseto stop the National
Front’s march in Leicester
on April21st. We are calling
for Labour Parties to co-
operate with the Anti-Nazi
League during thecampaign,
holding joint meetings and
distributingjointleaflets.

So ifyou wantto fight for a
Labour victory and fight Call-
aghan’s right-wing, anti-
workingclasspolicies — give
us a hand!

Get your CLP to
leaflets. Order
of Socialist aniser to
sell while canvassing. If
we organise properly we can
stop the Tories and the Lab-
our Government dominating
this election campaign be-
tween them, withtheir rival
claims to be the best con-
servatives. But we must get
moving now!

SOCIALIST
CAMPAIGN
FOR A LABOUR
VICTORY
For more informationon the
SCLV,cut thisout and send
to SCLV,5 Stamford Hill,
London N16.
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SCLV badges, in red, white
and black: 20p each or six
for £1. Add 10p for p&p. ¢

Socialist Organiser is publ-
ished bytheSocialist Cam-
ipaign for a Labour Victory,
5 Stamford Hill,London N16.
Printed by AnvilPress {TU}.
Signed articles do not nec-
essarily represent the point
of viewof the SCLV.

 
 

 


