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BLACKPOOLthisweekwillbe no place for a
holiday. The air is already blue with the
screechesof theassembledwealthyracialists,
union-bashers, warmongers, the petty and
larger-scale parasites, exploiters and bankers
thatmake up theTory rankandfile.

They want not only to oppose any retreat
from the policies that have put three million
on the dole and slashed working class living
standards: they want more attacks on the
labour movement — new anti-union laws,
moreracist legislation, more missiles aimed
at the Soviet Union, more army violence ag-
ainst the Catholic minority in Northern Ire-
land, more cop violence on the streets of
Brixton.

On Friday, this seething body of ‘grass
roots’ Tory reactionaries will be confronted
by ‘ thousands of angry workers and
unemployedin a masslobby.

Thefighting spirit of the Right to Work and
Trans-Penninemarchesis a vital component
of the struggle against the Tories. Their
hatred oftheTories is the hatred felt by every
class conscious worker and thinkingperson.

But in many waysthelobbyis six weeks too
late. Six weeks ago in Blackpool the leaders
of the labour movement assembled at the
TUCcongress. They agreed to continue to do
precisely nothing to challenge this govern-
ment which continues to wage brutal attacks
on the workingclass.

These are the leaders who kept the steel
strike isolated, and who have worked might
and main to prevent any all-out confrontation
withthe Tories.

They have come under continuous press-
ure: even now,strikes, factory occupations,
the St Mary’s hospital occupation, and the
movestowardsa strike in BL show the readi-
ness of workers to fight both on jobs and on

wages.
The divided Tories can be ousted in the

next period — if public sector workers are
mobilised alongside BL in a full-scale attack
on thefour percentpaylimit, and if two and a
half years of pent-up anger and frustration is
focused on confronting the main obstacle to
such a fight — the TUC bureaucracyand its :

co-thinkersin the Labour Party.
:

In this way we can not only kick out the
Tories but also prepare to fight for a genuine
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British casualtiesof the
lrelandwarin

THE TARGETwasa coach-
load ofsoldiers. But themaj-
or casualties were a 60 year
old widow who died with a
six inch nail through her’
heart and a youth who died
three dayslater.

22 of 23 soldiers on the
coach were injured; so were
18 others, civilians walking
in a Chelsea street. Some are
seriously injured.

The bomb, a vanload of
nails and bolts, was exploded
in the crowded street by
remote control by someone
watching from 100 yards
away, who was concerned

.

only to get the passing sold-
iers, and (at best) didn’t give
a damn about the people in
thestreet. :

Thus Mrs Thatcher’s gory
victory over the prisoners in
Long Kesh boomeranged ag-
ainst innocent British civil-
ians, and the Northern Ire-
land war returned to the
streets of Londonlast Satur-
day.

“This was the most brut-
al attack I have ever seen. I
shail never, never give them
political status. — never”,
said Mrs Thatcher. Smugly
and somewhat gloatingly,
she took the chance totell
people whose pricked consc-
iences had begun to prise
open their minds on the Irish
question — ‘I told you what
they were like. I was right to
let ten of them starve to
death’.

Most British workers will
be likely to agree withher —

including many who had
been forced to begin to
think by the self-sacrifice of
the hungerstrikers.

This was no accident of
war. When the IRA deliber-
ately sets off a massive nail-
bomb in a crowded street,
British workers will be likely
to respond to indiscriminate
maiming and risk of slaught-
er with nationalism and
chauvinism.

Of course we can only
- condemn the setting off of

bombs whichare aimedat or
which are likely to hit civil-
jans. Saturday’s bombing
was against a military target
— against members of the
army which has repressed
and brutalised the Catholics
of Northern Ireland for ten
years — but to get at it the
IRA cut a swathe through a

streetful of civilians. This is
unjustifiable and indefens-
ible, and it will not weaken
the vicious Tory government
but help them to rally Brit-
ish support for repression in
Northern Ireland.

Between what happened
in Chelsea and a Birmingham
scale slaughter there is a thin
line of chance and accident.

But socialists must
atrocity. We must not lose
sight ofthebasic i

Incidents
happen because of what
successive British govern-
ments, Labour and Tory
alike, have done to the Cath-
olic community in Northern
Ireland.

In the last six months
they have marched and de-
monstrated in their tens of
thousands for the hunger
strikers. Not since intern-
ment has there been such
massive Catholic mobilisa-
tion, or such unity.

They used all the chann-
els. They voted ‘for the hun-
ger strikers’ where the
chance was offered, in Bel-
fast city council elections as

 

_
well-as in Fermanagh/South
Tyrone, They found that it
all counted for nothing.

The British government
let one hunger strike after
another waste and die. The
mass of the British people
didn’t care. This fact must
have branded itself in .the
mind of every politically
conscious Catholic in North-
ern Ireland.
 

It is now scarcely to be
denied that the big majority
of the half-million Six
County Catholics actively
or passively support the IRA
and recognise theguerillasas

theirs. It was theentire.Cath-
olic population, not the sup-
posedly _unrepresentative
‘men of violence’,who coun-
ted for nothingwith theBri-
tish government on the thing
that mattered most to the
Catholics.

The British government
.

dared not concede the five
demands. It balances
between the protestant
community (of one million)
and the Catholics to main-
tain the Six County status
quo: and therefore pursues a
basic policy of beatingdown
theCatholiccommunity.

The helplessness of the
entire Catholic community
to save its own reflected
their basic situation: a sec-
tion of theCatholicmajority
of the Irish people, but also
a permanent minority locked
inside the artificial Orange
majority state of Northern-
Ireland, created by the
British in 1920 against the
wishes of the majority of
the Irish people.

Within thatstate, the two
communities are locked in a
chronic antagonism. No de- 
KHYBER PASS, MONDAY
Mrs Thatcher became the
first Western leader to lead
an attack on the Sewiet army
when she led Afghan troops
into action yesterday.

The British Prime
Minister stood on a rocky
spur above the Khyber Pass
and told thousands of cheer-
ing guerrillas “The Afghans
will never submit to foreign
tyranny. They wil! fight to
the end.”

Her condemnation of
“Godless communists and
foreign tyrants” .translated
into Pushtu, raised a roar of
approval.

Mrs Thatcher led a heli-
copter attack on a village
inside Afghanistan and
stormed the hospital where
she bravely hurled hand-
grenades into a ward full of
Russian soldiers.

This is believed to be the
first hospital that Mrs
Thatcher has personally
demolished although she has
ordered the destruction of
several hundredin Britain.

Her husband, Mr Dennis
Thatcher, examined. a cap-
tured Russian rifle and took
a few potshots into the
refugee camp. Later Mrs
Thatcher visited the
wounded, passing a_ sign
saying “No men beyondthis
point”. 
Yhatener: The Ajghans will
never submit to foreign dom-
ination, but the Irish better
lie down

 

mocratic processes are avail-
able to the Catholics to
achieve their liberation from
it. It was carved out by
British and Orange violence
that overpowered them and
kept them. down for 50
years, so that there was a
built-in Orange majority,
backed up by a British
government guarantee that
the Orange community
would have its way and no
change could be allowed that
it did not approve.

Partition
That is what the. exper-

ience of the hunger strike
spelled out again for the Six
County Catholics.

Let us look briefly at
how this situation came to
exist.

‘In 1918 75 per cent of
‘Ireland’s constituencies were
won. by candidates pledged
to secede from Westminster
and set up an Irish parlia-
ment in Dublin. When they
did this, Britain retaliated
with a campaign of shootings
and burnings (of ‘economic
targets’ and some towns)for
2% years, before a Treaty
gave the southern 26 count-

* jes independence.
In 1920 the Government

of Ireland Act partitioned
Ireland.

After returning from her
attack in a Russian M-18
helicopter, Mrs Thatcher sat
down to dine on Russian
eye-balis, and promised
massive aid -- another £2
million on top of the £5.8
million already donated.

This money, she said to
roars of laughter, wouldgo
to buy ‘“bandages”’.

Mrs Thatcher, and Presi-
dent Zia, her host, sat at a
table set on red_carpets
on the desert floor and
listened “while one of the
elders described the agony
of the Afghan people.

“Respectable Prime
Minister,” he said, “Our
people fight vatiantly against
oppression. Why do the
world’s powers not provide
the weapons to enable the
Mojahedin to defeat the
Russians? Send us_ the
weapons.”

Tribesmendanced wildly
and fired their Lee Enfield
rifles as they lunched on
chicken, mutton, rice and
flat bread. Crowds of men ~

and boys waved and shouted
“Long live Mrs Thatcher’.

Later Mrs Thatcher
boarded a jet back to Britain
clutching as a souvenir a

shrunken skull of one of the
Godless communists she has
pledged herself to fight.

As soon as she arrived
back in Britain, she went
straight to a London hospital
to visit injured members of
the trish Guards. Mrs
Thatcher hit out at fund-
raising for republican. famit-
ies in America. “They say
this money goes to help
families,but everyone knows
it goes to buy nail bombs.”

Mrs Thatcheris said to be
planning a special tour of
America, to counter fund-
raising attempts by the
Republican movement. “See
how they’re spending your
money,”she said.

 

” ‘settlement’

Various partition schem-
es had already been debated.

|

Ulster (9 counties) would
have meant the Protestants
were in a minority. The four
county area in which would
be a massive Protestant maj-
ority and a ‘manageable’
Catholic minority was con-
sidered too small to be
viable. -

The six counties were

settled on as the maximum
area within which there was
a ‘safe’ Protestant majority
(two-thirds). It included Fer-
managh and Tyrone, two
whole counties withCatholic
majorities.

Even with a four county/
28 county partition there
could have been no clean
Catholic/Protestant break —

the communities were too
interlaced for that. The six
county/26° county partition
imprisoned a bigger Catholic
minority in the Six Counties
than the Protestants of all
Ireland would have been in a
32 County state: such a

was - possible
only because the British
state imposedit.

It was the opposite of a
democratic solution to the
Catholic/Protestant conflict
— a solution with the maxi-
mum autonomy and safe-
guards for the minority
compatible with the rights of

Mrs. Thatcher ridiculed a

statement issued by the
Provisional IRA today, in
which they !aughably said
that the “Irish people will
never submit to foreign
tyranny”. In a message to
American supporters they
said “Our people fight
valiantly against oppression.
Send us the weapons”.

 

atrocity’
the majority.

Two sectarian states
emerged in Treland, each re-
pelling. the majority in the
other. They differed, how-
ever, fundamentally.

The Catholicminority in
the Six Counties were largely
working-class and small
farmers, people who were ©

ground down and suppress-
ed, deprived of*civil righ*s,
kept down under a perman-
ent Special Powers Act and
under the guns and clubs of
the Orange police; the B-
Specials and the RUC.

The working class was
permanentlysplit.

In ecoriomically deprived
Northern Ireland, Protest-
ants had privileged access to

JOHN O‘MAHONYarguesthatour attitude
to the conflict in !reland cannot and should
not be determinedbythe‘politics of the last

jobs. Job selection (amid® broke out, the British Army
permanent high unemploy-
ment) was on the basis of
religion, and the sectarian
division in society gutted the
unions — unity was possible
only if the situation of the
Catholicswas not raised.

The civil rights move-
ment in the late 60s — for
equality in voting and an end
to sectarian discrimination —

brought the Catholics onto
the streets — and, in back-
lash, theProtestants too.

It was a movement with
an inescapable nationalist
logic. The basic civil right
they lacked was self-deter-
mination, the right not to be
an artificialminority.

When sectarian fighting

LONE VOICE OF
PRINCIPLE-

JUST ONE Labour leader
had the courage to speak
out against the chorus of
official hypocrisy.

While the people who
gave Ireland_partition,
internment, Castlereagh
interrogation centre,
Diplock courts, and deadly
plastic bullets, rushed to
try to justify their stand on
the hungerstrikes with all
the moral indignation they
could summon up, Labour
GLC leader Ken Living-
stone asked us to think
moresoberly.

“While I deplore the
vidlence that has happen-
ed this weekend’’, he said,
‘‘as I deploreall violence —

people will continue to let
off nail bombs in London
while a British presence is
maintainedin Ireland.

“There is a major war
going on and the longer we

fail to understand that the
longer the violence will ge
on.

If Thatcher had made-
concessions to the Maze
hungerstrikers when they
began their campaign, we

_
would not have suffered -

thisattackand others’’.
He pointed out that the

IRA — and the mass of
their supporters in the
Catholic community in
Northern Ireland. — ‘are

|

not criminals or psycho-
paths. :

“People in Northern Ire-
land see themselves as
subject peoples... they
have a motive force which
theythink.isgood’.

Andfor this the Sun —

the most odious newspaper
in Britain — denounced
him as ‘‘the most odious
man in Britain’’.

was sent into ‘keep the
peace’ — within the frame-
work of the Six County
state,

Within eleven months of
going in to stop anti-Catholic’
pogroms, the British Army
was imposing a curfew on
the Falls Road and fighting
gun battles with theCatholic
militia.

The Catholics who had
been roused for civil rights
turned to an attempt to
break out of the Six County
state.

In .a matter of months
the IRA became a mass
movement.

For the ten years since
then, every attempt to find
a solution within the Six
Counties has failed com-
pletely. Britain has held the
ting, normally by beating
down the insurgent Cathol-’
ics.

But there is no solution
within the Six Counties. The
Catholics have a right to
fight for theonly solution —

a united Ireland with auto-
nomy for the Protestant
areas. They have every right
to strike at the British army
which oppresses them and
whose fundamental role in
Northern Ireland is to pre-
serve the status quo.

Support
Socialists must irisist on

raising these issues, however.
An oppressed people fighting
our own government has a
right to the support of Brit-
ish socialists, even thoughwe
disagree with — or condemn
— their tactics.

The British Left will have
a right to denounce the nat-
ionalism of the oppressed
Six County Catholics when.
we have wiped outthereflex
nationalism in the British
labour movement which
helped Thatcher to be able
to starve ten Republicanpri-
soners to death.

Troops Out Now!

Jailed-for fighting
police frame-ups

NIGEL LEE, a Labour Party
memberand housing activist
in Nottingham, has been
jailed for four months. His
crime — to have exposed the
police and judicial frame-ups
of youthsarrested during the
July riots.

Nigel is a tenant in the
Hyson Green complex where
the riots started in Notting-
ham. He wasarrested, like
many others, just for being
on the streets and seeing
what the police were doing.

In the police cells and the
courts he witnessed the
police telling people that
they had no right to legal
representation and that
they'd better plead guilty.

Youths were pleading
guilty to-crimes they had
not committed in the hope
of getting off with a fime,
and then being sent to prison
for up to six months.

Police instructed the
specially-chosen magistrates
not to allow people to
change their plea when they
realised the severity of the
charges.

Nigel’s evidence to
Labour: county councillors
on these frame-ups, supple-
mented by the evidence of
solicitors present during the
trials, led to the Policy and
Resources Committee of the
Council agreeing three weeks
ago to provide financial aid
for appeals against the prison
sentences.

Frame-up
Furious about the

growingcriticism, the police
finally stitched

_
together

their frame-up of Nigel. On a

charge of ‘threatening
behaviour’,-Nige! was sent to
Lincoln Prison for

.
four

months despite prosecution
evidence from police which
had him wearing different
coloured clothing.

Further evidence of the
political frame-up was
provided by Tory councillors
at the full County Council
meeting on September 29. In”
an ‘attempt to reverse the
decision of the Policy and
Resources Committee, Tory

councillors repeatedly
attacked Nigel’s_political
work.

CouncillorHoward Noble
even brought up a letter
signed by 30 Labour Party
members, defending the
Labour Committee on
Ireland against the witch-
hunt by Don Concannon’s
supporters before the LCI’s
march through Mansfield in
July and pointed out Nigel’s
name amongstthe 30.

It is difficult to believe
that Tory councillors are
monitoring the activities of
individual labour activists as

carefully as that.

Agencies
Far more likely, details

of Nigel’s activities are being
given them by ‘agencies close
to the police’.

A ‘Free Nigel Lee Cam-
paign’ has started up
demanding his immediate
release — a call that has
already been supported by
Beeston CLP.

Nigel is a prominent cam-

paigner in the party for
democracy and against the
cuts, and the campaign
already has the support of
many individuals in and out
of the Labour Party. A
protest meeting is being held
in Hyson Green on Thursday
15 October. . 
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AS TORY politicians tried to scratch each others’
eyes out last week, James proposed that
Labour leader Michael Foot should start talks with
dissidentTories, Liberals,and theSDP.

An alliance,he suggested, could oust Thatcher.
_

So Edward Heath,authorof the Industrial Rela-
tions Act, becomesCallaghan’s hope of salvation!
— at a time whentheTories’ disarray and the in-
creasingmilitancyin thefactoriesmakes defeating
the Tories head-on a more and more realistic
prospect.

Whatare thedissident Toriescalling for?
They differ among themselves. Some just call

for a softer line — more consensus, less confronta-
tion. Most wantlower interest rates, and theyhave
various schemes for achievingthat.

And manyofthemost influentialwant increased
public investmentincapital projects, usually at the
cost of greater cuts in current spending on wages
andservices.

Some of the Tory discontent is the knee-jerk
reactionof businessmenhit by high interest rates
and reduced Governmentcontracts. Some repres-
ents the strategic thinkingof Tories who draw a
different lesson fromthe 1970-4 government.

(Thatcher reckons thatthe confrontationist line
of 1970-2 — the ‘Selsdon’ policy — was fundamen-
tally right, thoughwrong in detail, and the lesson
is ‘No U-+turns!’. Heathand others reckon thatthe

  
 

 
 
 
   
 
  

for now. But if it did come into existence, one
fundamentalplankwould be incomespolicy.The common aim ofall the Tories and camou-
flaged Toriesis to restore British capitalist profits
at theexpense oftheworkingclass.And, whatever
their detailed tactical differences or even their
illusions about doing the'job gently, thiscommon
aim cannotbe realised without heavy attacks on
working-classjobs and wages.

Inthe midstof a raging economiccrisis, it would
be disastrous for the labour movementto tie itself
tosome slightly modified scheme for achievingthisaim. The labour movement needs to direct all
its strength against the tyrannyofprofit, and the

=

first precondition for this is that the movement
remains independent from the avowed parties of
profit.

Thesplits amongtheToriesare not only created
by the economic crisis and the rise of the SDP,
but also by their fear of the growing resistance of
the workingclass. The chaosof capitalism has left
therulingclass no longer able to rule in their
accustomed way. The working class is no longer
willingto go on in theaccustomedway.What's needed now is positive leadership for
theworkingclass to seek a new way — in the first
place, to turn the fight against the four per cent
limit into a general class movement and to force
theTories out of office.

 
 
 
   
  
 

‘U4tum’ of 1972 was inevitable and the initial
policywas unworkable).

Someof theTory discontent represents a vague
yearning for the bland consensus politics of Con-
servatism in more prosperous times, by MPs who
can’t tell monetarism from mormonism. We
should not forget thattheTory Party, just like the
Labour Party, attracts its own type of careerists,
worried now that Thatcher’s policies will drive
voters into thearms of the SDPasthenext election
loomsinto sight.

All these splits and splinters are generated by
thegrinding pressure of capitalist crisis, and the

intractable problems of the profit-system in
Britain. But thatpressure and thoseproblems also
generate a fundamentalunity among theseTories.

In all their battles and back-biting,not one has
criticised Thatcher’s four per cent pay limit for the
Bublic sector. None of them disagrees seriously
with the cuts in public services, and some even
want more cuts.

  
  
 

 
  
  
 

 
  

  
 

 
At best, they want Thatcher’s attacks to beeTer

:

a

’s recommended  dissident-Tory/SDP/Liberal/Labouralliance is extremelyunlikely  - Racist checks on
NHS patients |

HEALTH Minister Gerard
Vaughan has issued secret
instructions to twelve hosp-
itals to question every pat-
ient admitted about their
nationality.

This includes accident
victims, pregnant women,
and psychiatric patients.
It is part of a scheme to be
introduced next year to

- charge .overseas patients
for any non-urgent medical
treatment.

The hospitals involved
are: Addenbrooks, Cam-
bridge; Royal Leamington
Spa; West Suffolk, Bury St

- Edmunds; Royal Gwent,
South Wales; North Man-
chester; Western Infirm-
ary, Glasgow; and, in Lon-
don, Hillingdon,University
College (Camden), St Ber-
nards (Ealing), and Royal
Northern (Holloway).

Patients are to be quest-
ioned on whether they are
permanently resident or
working in this country. If
theyarenot, theyare to be
asked furtherquestions. All
this,. before they are given
outpatient appointments or
admitted to casualty.

Staff will be asked to
comment and a consultant
to decide whether their
treatment is considered
urgent. In other words, a
huge amount of patients’
andstaff time will be taken
up in non-urgent, non-
medical inquiries, before
they can be treated for
whatevertheyhave come to
thehospital for.

Revealed
it has now been revealed

that this survey was order-
ed after another inquiry
in four area health author-
ities about how staff handl-
ed overseas patients and
those from ethnic minor-
ities. Staff in Oxford,
Southampton, West Birm-
ingham, and Ealing (West
London)were questioned.

In three of the authori-
ties, Oxford, Birmingham,
and Southampton,no form-
al procedures existed:
people with ‘‘a foreign-
sounding name, foreign
appearance, hotel address,

 
Vaughan:passportchecks
first, care second

or address abroad’’ were
treated as likely overseas
patients.

In Ealing much more
rigorous checks were made
which led to suspected
overseas patients (and you
can guess thesort of criter-
ia they used!) at Perivale
maternity hospital being
made to wait for up to an

hour.
;The conclusion of this

exercise, that checks were
‘irregular and infrequent’,
and that staff didn’t know
theregulations, is what led
to the policy of blanket
questioning of everyone at
the 12 chosen hospitals.

When Patrick Jenkin
introduced his plan for
charging overseas visitors,
therewas strong opposition
both from health service
unions and ethnicminority
groups. *

They pointed out that it
would inevitably. lead to
harassment of black pat-
ients quite legitimately
entitled to free NHS treat-
ment even on the Tories’
racistcriteria.

It was also pointed out
thatoneof thelikelyeffects
would be for pregnant
women whofelt they would

be likelyto be harassed and
questioned just not turning
up to ante-natal clinics —

when there is supposed to
be a Health Education
Council campaign to en-
courage women (especially
Asian women) to use ante-
natal facilities.

Staff at two hospitals,
Bradford and Newcastle,
refused to cooperate with
the survey, so it is only
going ahead at the 10
others. ‘

NUPEhascalled for staff
to boycott the survey, and
NALGO has condemned it.
The other health service
unions opposed Jenkin’s
plan when it was first
unveiled.

They should also be call-
ing on their members to
refuse to cooperate with
this survey. The whole
thingshouldbescrapped.

  AN INTERESTING little
quote has slipped out over
the De Lorean affair, which
perhaps sheds light on the
motivation of the Labour
leaders in clinging to bi-
partisanship on Northern
Ireland.

Nicholas Winterton, the
Tory MP who started the
inquiry into De Lorean’s
financial dealings by pass-
ing documents to Margaret
Thatcher's office, has said
that even if there is no
criminal case to answer he
will be pursuing the quest-
ion of the millions of
pounds of taxpayers’
money poured into the firm
and misused.

In his statement, he let
thislittle cat out of thebag:

‘Wf there is the slightest
whiff of a government
whitewash because of the
bipartisan policies on

  
 
  
  
 
  
  
  
   
 
 

Final chance to save
Nasreen Akhtar

Nasreen Akhtar’s final
appeal has been postponed
from October 19 to October
23 at 11 am at Thanet House
in London. This is Nasreen’s
last chance of appeal against
her threatened deportation
from the HomeOffice.

Nasreen has been in this
country for three years,
since she came from Pakistan
to live with her husband
Abdul Majid. When she
arrived her marriage had to
be registered in English law.
This process-took aimost a

year, by which time her
husband had thrown her out
of the house. So the
marriage was never
Tegistered. She was 7 months
pregnant by him then and
she went to stay near her
sister. After six months
Nasreen applied for an
extension to her visa, her
daughtez having been born
by then. The Home Office
refused, on the grounds that

the marriage had not been
finally registered in English
law and Nasreen was no

longer living with her hus-
band. But in the eyes of
Nasreen’s family and under
Muslim law she is_ still
married. And Abdul Majid
has made no attempt to
divorce her.

Nasreen has already
appealed against her depor-
tation in March ofthisyear.
In Maytheadjudicator,a Mr
P.P. Simpson, dismissed her
appeal declaring that
Nasreen had “to a great
extent brought her troubles
uponherself”!

Threat
The appeal in London to

the Immegration Tribunalis
her last chance to fight the
Home Office’s threat of
deportation, so it’s
important that there is a
large picket of the hearing at

 

11 am at Thanet House. The
Friends of Nasreen Akhtar
are appealing for a mass

picket to show our support
for *Nasreen and her three
daughters (the other two
from a previous marriage)
in their wish to stay in
Rochdale.

Discriminates
Nasreen’s case is one of

many under the 1971 Immi-
gration Act where the Asian
or black woman, on being
deserted by her husband
loses her right to stay in
the country. The law dis-
criminates against

—
black

women and their children
whether they were born here
or not. Nasira Begum,
Cynthia Gordon and Jas-
winder Kaur are only three
of the better known cases
affected by this racist and
sexist legislation.

Messages of support and

Nasreen Akhtar
donations to the campaign
should be sent to Friends
of Nasreen Akhtar, c/o 59,
Ashworth Street, Rochdale,
Lancashire.

  
 

 
 

It makes you wonder
what other bipartisan’
whitewashes thereare.

ELBOWED
OUT
WHILE the extreme right
of theTory party, the Mon-
day Club, renews its call
for ‘voluntary’ repatria-
tion of up to 100,000 black
people, the official racists
are offering their little
bit to ‘encourage’ black
people to feel unwelcome.

A social security appeals
tribunal has just upheld a
decision to withholdbenefit
from an Indian widow be-
cause she doesn’t speak
English.

Mrs FatimaVarachiahad
her benefit stopped eight
months ago, and the trib-
unal has ruled thather fail-
ure to learn English is
hindering her chances of
findinga job.

With ‘encouragement’
like that, who needs
fascists?

READERS of the Daily
Telegraph are being offer-
ed a newlinein ‘DeIt Your-
self’ magazines.

Under the bold heading,
‘Nuclear War?’ comes an
advert for a handy publica-
tion entitled ‘Protect and
Survive Monthly’.

It promises its readers
“‘No politics __

just simple,
straightforward nuclear
war survival advice”’.

This month’s topics in-
clude ‘A survival shelter
fer Jess than £2,000’, and

KIDS SUFFER
MARGARET Thatcher has
been weeping crocodile
tears to Women's Own on
the nightmares she faces
every time she lias to sack
someone.

Putting on her ‘firm but
loving mother’ hat, she
explains:

“The people who give
everything to children be-
cause they don’t like to
exercise family discipline,
don’t get right. It’s the
sameinpolitics. You’ve got
to do the thingsyou believe
to be right, and try to ex-

plain them. Some of them
willhurt. But you can't just
retreat’’.

Perhaps she would like
to ponder on some more
ghastly statistic to add to
the three million and un- 

employed who stand as
monuments to her firm-
ness.

The National Society for
thePreventionof Cruelty to
Child tad .

increase in baby battering.
In London,overthepast 11
months,cases of non-accid-
ental injuries to children.
rose by 37%. In West Lon-
don, there was a 60%
increase.

The NSPCC say, “We
fear thisfigure willescalate
even further as Govern-
ment cuts begin to bit into
local authority services’’.
Poor housing, unemploy-
ment,and lackof facilities:especially nurseries,
aggravate the problem —

theysay.
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==\WVorldnews
Greek workers’ chance to kick
out the rig

SEVEN YEARSago,in July
1974, the military junta
tuling Greece fell, victim of
its disastrous military inter-
vention in Cyprus which had
almost provoked a war with
Turkey.

Veteran bourgeois
politician Constantine Kara-
manlis was called back to
assume the reins of govern-
ment for the potentially
explosive transition period.

A few months previous,
the Caetano dictatorship had
been overthrownin Portugal.
The anti-Franco struggle in
Spain. was also moving
towardsa peak.

.

Yet Karamanlis managed
to diffuse a dangeroussitu-
ation for the bourgeoisie.

With soothing  leftish
gestures and promises — like
legalising the two Commun-
ist Parties, pulling Greece
out of the military wing of
NATO,and holding a refer-
endum to abolish the mon-
archy, Karamanlis received
the enthusiastic support of
most sections of theleft.

The.most common
rationale for this support
was expressed in the slogan
‘Either Karamanlis or the
tanks’.

Karamanlis won a
crushing 54% of the votes in
the November 1974

elections. The opposition
waseffectively marginalised.
The Stalinist electoral
alliance between the pro-
Moscow and Eurocommunist
CPs got barely 10%. The old
Centre Union liberal bour-
geois party led by George
Mavros which wasthelargest
political party in the sixties,
was cut downto just 20%.

And the new Panhellenic
Socialist Movement
(PASOK), led by Andreas
Papandreou got 13%.

Dissolved
In the 1976 elections the

New Democracy Party got a
reduced majority. PASOK
became the main opposition
and bourgeois_liberalism
dissolved into small cabals.

The two. Stalinist CPs,
both of them tainted with -

three major betrayals of the
working class since the
1930s, were most concerned
to vilify each other so as to
claim the mantle of Greek
Stalinism. (The victor in this
rather inglorious contest
being in the end the pro-
Moscow CP).

PASOK was able to
present itself as the new
party, making a clean sweep
of all past corruption and
defeats.

agp

It originated from the
left wing of the Centre
Union in the 1960s formed
around Papandreou (whose
father at the time was leader
of the Party). With the coup
and Andreas Papandreou’s
release from the junta’s
prisons in 1968, PAK (Pan-
hellenic Socialist Resistance)
was formed abroad

_

and

Khomeini slaughters left
THE Khomeini regime is
continuing its campaign
of terror against the opp-
osition in Iran, and part-
icularly against the left.
Another 82 Mujahedin
memberswereshotat the
weekend. According to
the Mujahedin leader-
ship in Paris, about 100
schoolchildren who had
been wounded taking part
in street demonstrations
were taken from hospital
beds to one of Teheran's
prisons, shot and then
buried in a massgrave.

Amnesty International
has recently published a
report which conservat-
ively calculates that over
1600 people have been
executed since the fall of
Bani-Sadre earlier this
year. ~

TheIslamic fundament-
alists have also launched
a campaign against
Mehdi Bazargan(thefirst
Iranian Prime Minister
after the fall of the Shah),
who last week attacked
the government for
“turning Iran into an

ocean of blood’’. Khom-
eini is trying to purge
Bazargan and his liberal
supporters from the
Parliament.

At the same time the
farce of a new presid-
ential election is going
ahead with only one cand-
idate and a huge intimid-
ation of people to vote.

Despite all Khomeini’s
measures, the Iranian
regime remains highly
unstable.The military are

just waiting in the wings
to take over to
to take over.

engaged in all sorts of
actions against the military,
including bombings,etc.

After his triumphant
return from exile in 1979,
Papandreou proclaimed him-
self a Marxist, talked of
workers’ self-management,
the destruction of the capit-
alist oligarchy, and complete
withdrawal from NATO.

He argued that Greece’s
place was in the camp of
anti-imperialist ‘non-aligned’
countries, and opposed to
the EEC on the groundsthat
it would mean the Greek
economy becoming even
more’ a ‘periphery’ in
relation to the ‘metropolis’
of West Europeancapital.

Despite the political
jumbie of PASOK’s
ptogramme(theonly consis-
tent feature is quite virulent
nationalism),it got over 25%
of the vote in the last elec-
tions in 1976. It could well
win the coming elections on
October 18.

It has gained from the
collapse of bourgeois liber-
alism as an organised polit-
ical force, and also captured
traditional. Stalinist bases of
support.

As it scents victory, the

Where we stand
labour movement. Organise full support for black self-
defence. Build workers’ defence squads.
* The capitalist police are an enemy for the working class.

* Organise the left. to bea’
attacks on union rights;
interference in our unions! No to any wage cur

must support all struggles for better living standards and
conditions.
* Wage rises should at the ver

For a price index calculate
organisations, as‘the basis for clauses in ali wage agreements

thly rises in line with the true cost
lass. The same inflation-proofing

increases.

to provide automatic mon
of living for the working c!

t back the Tories’ attacks! No to
defend the picket-line; no state

‘bs. Labour

should apply to state benefits, grants and pensions.
* Fight for improvements in the social services, and against

nst inflationby auto-
cuts. Protection for those services agai

bFor occupations andmatic. inflation-proofingof expenditure.
supporting strike action to defend jobs and services.
* End unemployment. Cut
hour week and an end to ov

without loss of pay. Organise Q

for a programme of useful public works to create new jobs
for the unemployed.

* Defend all jobs! Open the books of those firms that threat-

en closure or redundancies, along with those of their suppl-
ed trade union committees. For

to halt the closures. For
workers’

iers and bankers, to elect
occupation and biacking action

compensationnationalisation without
management.
* Make the bosses pay. not the
hospitals, not a penny for
and financial institutions,

* Freeze rents and rates.
* Scrap all immigration contre
racism is. The labour movemen

be \

ascists off the streets. Purge racists from positions in thea

‘defence

hours, not jobs. Fight for a 35
ertime. Demand. work-sharing
the unemployed — campaign

under

y least keep up with price
d by working class

working class. Millions for
‘t Nationalise the banks

without compensation. End the

interest burden on council housing and other publicservices.

ais. Race is nat a problem:
t must mobilise to drive the

Support all demands to wealken them as a bosses’ striking
force: dissolution of special squads (SPG, Special Branch,
MI5, etc.),public accountability,etc. .

*Free abortion on demand, Women’s equal right to work and
full equality for women. Defend and extend free state
nursery and childcare provision.
* Against attacks on gaysbythestate: abolish all laws which
discriminate against lesbiansand gay men;fortheright of the
gay community to organise andaffirm their stand publicly.
* The Irish people — as a w!hole — should have the right to

determine their own future. Get the British troops out now!
Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act. Political status for
Irish Republican prisoners as a matter of urgency.
* The black working people of South Africa should get full
support from the British labour movementfor their strikes,
struggles and armed combat against the white supremacist
regime. South Africangoods andservices should be blacked.
* It is essential to achieve the fullest democracy in the labour
movement. Automatic reselection of MPs during each parlia-
ment and the election by annual conference of party leaders.
Annual election of all trade union officials, who should be
paid the average for the trade.
* The chaos, waste, human suffering and misery of capitalism
now — in Britain and throughout the world — show the
urgent need to establish rational, democratic, human control
over the economy, to make the decisive sectors of industry
social property, under workers’ control. The strength of the
labour movement lies in the rank and file. Our perspective
must be working class action to raze the capitalist system
down to its foundations, and to put a working class socialist
alternative in its place — rather than having our represent-
atives run the system and waiting for crumbs from the tables,
of the bankers and Lhe bosses.

  
Alexis Carras looks at the coming elections in Greece,
which could give a majority to the Pan-Hellenic
Socialist Movement, PASOK.

*
Greekworkerssee PASOK and Papandreou as a left alternative to Karamanlis

:
but PASOK’s policies h

socialist, and now Papandreou is backing down on his radical promises 1

leadership of the party has
been quick to present itself
as a moderate and respon-
sible alternative.

Mavros, the old Centre
Union leader, has gone over
to Papandreou, and PASOK
is now significantly toning
down its antitNATO and
anti-EEC stance.

Vague
Its commitments to

nationalisation and
economic and social reform
are also fairly vague.

The pro-Moscow Stalin-
ists are aiming to get at least
17% of the vote (the mini-
mum figure to get significant
representation in Greece’s
“reinforced PR” system) in
order to become the third
largest party in the country,
and be inaposition to apply
pressure on any PASOK
government. But Papandreou
has openly stated that he
will not depend on the
Communists for support in
Parliament.

Denied any chance of
being junior partner in a
socialist government, the
Stalinists need to makea res-

pectable showing in_ the
elections and consolidate
their trade union grouping
ESAK (a tendency within
the GSEE — the Greek TUC)
if they are to be able to
influence Papandreou in the
future.

PASOK will be confron-
ted on the right by Karaman-
lis who, after his resignation
as head of the New Demo-
cracy party, has now eleva-
ted himself to the de Gaulle-
like heights of President of
the Republic, with incred-
ibly wide ranging powers up
to and including the dissolu-
tion of Parliament and ofall
civil liberties.

Obscure
He will be an effective

constitutional safeguard for
the ruling class if ever some
serious measure against its
interests is threatened by
the incoming Parliament.

There will undoubtedly
be great pressure on the
Greek revolutionary left to
concentrate simply on the
“let’s kick out the Right”
side of the equation, thus
tending to obscure the real
nature of PASOK’s politics
andits future sell-outs.

But it would be a sectar-
ian mistake for them to
ignore PASOK and simply
call for a vote for the CP on
the grounds that PASOK
does not fit into any of the
schemasof a classical social
democratic party.

  
  
  
  
      
  
  
  
  
    
    
  
    

  
  
  
  
  
    
  
  

 
 ‘PRICE RISES

PROMPT NEW
CRISIS'POLAND

THROUGHOUT the second
stage of the Solidarity Con-
gress, debating and voting
was On co-operation withthe
bureaucracy versus__the
struggle for workers control.
Several resolutions straddled
those positions.

This was the case in the
leadership elections, repor-
ted in SO last week, where
the “moderate” Walesa won,
but with only 55% of the
vote.

The government is con-
sciously using carrot and
stick policies in order to
push support for this wing
and to isolate those driving
towards destroying the
bureaucracy and for estab-
lishing the independent
poweroftheworkingclass.

The ‘self-management’
law that the Sejm (parlia-
ment) recently passed —

which was no real form of
workers’ control but had the
agreement of Walesa — was
voted down.

Cigarette and fish prices
were raised during the Con-
gress and pushed price rises
tight into the centre of
debate.

The delegates correctly
didn’t respond to the cigar-
ette price increases in isola-
tion which were shownto be
a diversion from the fact
that immediately after the
Congress the government
announced increases in the
price of meat and otherbasic
foodstuffs.

What was passed was a
resolution against all price
rises which threatened a
token general strike (men-
tioned as 15 minutes) to
force consultation with the
union about further price
increases.

.This was seized on bythe
government and they
announced a commission
which would include repres-
entatives of the government,
Solidarity and the official
unions to deal with the
problems of supplies, price
increases and rationing.

In this way the govern-

    
  
  
  

by Tony
Richardson

ment hopes to draw. in the
Solidarity leadership. They
should have nothing to do
with such a body,but should
demand that they elect
controlling bodies that are
able to look at all the work-
ings of the economy, and
that are independent of the
government. .

The response to price
increases mustbestrikes and
workers’ control demands to
establish the independence
of the working class separate
from the bureaucracy.

Ina similar vein the
Solidarity leadership has
elected a kind of counter-
cabinet to the government.

Theintention‘is that each
person on this body should
negotiate directly with their
opposite number in the
government.

But this will only divert
away from the bodies
formed in action against the
bureaucracy.

,

Among tesolutions
passed at the Congress was
one demanding legal action
against those responsible for
the shootings in 1956, 1968,
1970 and 1976 and for those
responsible for the economic
crisis to be brought to
justice.

Solidarity says if the
governmentdoesnotdothis,
they will form a tribunal
and havetheirowntrial.

This is a very serious
chal »nge to thebureaucrats’
judiciary and is a very strong
step . towards workers’
courts.

So the differences at the
Congress show that even the
“moderate” wing or the
often confused opposition
are fully formed and even
the leadershipis still capable
of leading struggles.

Whatis required is a clear
line on the struggle for the
independence of the work-
ing class and the preparation
of a political revolution to
overthrow the bureaucracy.
This will only take place in
the struggle for genuine
workers’ control.
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 ===\VWVorid news MOREthan 250,000 dem-
onstrators — the vast maj-
ority under 35 — marched
in the West German capital
Bonn last weekend to
protest against nuclear
weapons. The march was
particularly aimed at the
Social Democratic/Liberal
coalition’s support for sta-
tioning Cruise and Persh-
ing missiles in West Ger-
manyandits offer to accept
the neutron bomb if other
NATO governments in
Europe did the same’.

The march wasthe bigy-
est demonstratior. in West
Germany since the state
was founded in 1949, and
included a numberof Dutch
and West German soldiers
in uniform.

For weeks beforehand
the press hadtried to whip
up hysteria by warning that
the march was bound to
end in violence; in the
event, it passed off comp-
letelypeacefully.

Reliable
The SPD-FDP coalition

under Helmut Schmidt is
still determined to prove
that it is a reliable ally of
the USA and member of
NATO. Schmidt supports
stationing Cruise and
Pershing in West Germany.
But he faces pressure
which threaten to pull the
coalition apart.

On the one hand, there
is growing support for the
peace movement within
both coalition parties. In
particular, the SPD left —Britain’s civil |

one of whose leaders
Erhard Eppler made the
keynote speech to the Bonn
March — hopesto inflict a
defeat on Schmidt at the
Party Congress next
Spring. Some of them

 
Get vaporised, get fried by radiation,or get
shot — that’swhat Britain’s ‘civildefence’
against nuclear war offers all but an elite few,
reports JO THWAITES.
 

‘CivilDefence’ soundslike it
is some sort of scheme
whereby the civilian popu-
lation will be defended if
there’s a nuclear attack. The
idea is to make you feel a
little safer -- “It’s OK. There
are plans to deal with the
situation if it ever arises, at
least we. won't all be
forgotten about. The author-
ities will have the situation
under control.” *

=
The end result of that

reasoning being that a
nuclear attack wouldn’t be
so bad afterall.

Yes a few thousand
people will get killedbut the
rest of us will be alright, so
there’s not a lot to worry
about and the government
can go on spending billions
on defence and having the
Cruise missiles based in
Britain.

Well, we won’t bealright.
For everyone except for
about 30,000 top civil ser-
vants, generals and selected
members of public service
and private industry, civil
defence means stay where

you are, keep out of theway
till the system of Regional
Commissioners -— safely
stashed away underground
during the attack — reckon
it’s safe enough for them to
come out again. Above
ground, if they’re still alive,”
there should be a network of
more civil servants stationed
in remote ‘safe’ areas who
will link up with the lucky
bunker people to form a
dozen regional governments.

At least that’s the plan.
The New Statesman (25 Sep-
tember) revealed what the
plans are to keep everybody
from moving about. There
is to be a network of
Essential Service Routes
(ESRs ) up and down the
country. These routes
consist of most of the main
roads in Britain, including
the M1, M4, the Al, A3 and
the vast majority of main
roads out of the major
cities in Britain. These roads
would be ‘controlled’, all
petrol, diese! and other fuel
would be impounded, and
local authorities would be
ordered not to feed refugees
who ‘chose to ignore the
government’s advice to stay
in their own homes’.

(A detailed map of the
ESRs can be obtained from
New Statesman, 10 Great
Turnstile Lane, London
WC1, £2.50, with SAE). It

 
no doubt see this as a way
of defusing the ‘dangers’
of an extra-parliamentary
mass movement, though it
remains to be seen to
what extent they are succ-
essfulin this.

_pul
would be extremely difficult
to get out of London for
instance, as 18 routes out of
the city are ESRs.

This all seems to have
very little to do with civil
defence, but quite a lot to
do with maintaining the
existing system of law and
order, and making sure that
the population sticks to the
government’s instructions
outlined in the_tragic
pamphlet ‘Protect and
Survive’ offering -practically
zero protection and little
chanceofsurvival.

* Classified
In 1975 the HomeOffice

sent out a Circular entitled
‘Briefing Material for War-
time Controllers’. It was
classified and only sent to
top civil servants and police
chiefs. ©

The first section dealt
with ‘Law and Order’: It out-
lines a system of emergency
courts coming under the
jurisdiction of regional com-
missioners

|
where there

would be “provision for
appropriate penalties not
normally available to.
courts.” ie. reduction of
rations or execution. There
would be no appeals.

That is the most detailed
section of the circular. The
rest deals with use of surviv-

The NATOplansto station Cruise and Pershing missiles have sparkedthe biggest
demonstration in Germany since 1949 

While a few years ago
Schmidt could simply
denounce pacifists in the
SPD with Cold War rhet-
oric and throw them out
of the party, he now has to
contend with people such

against missiles
as Party Chairman and
former ‘ Chancellor Willy
Brandt, who, for his own
reasons, has chosen ta
put himself at the head of
theanti-Schmidt forces.

Schmidt faces pressures
in the other direction from
the Conservative opposition ~

(the CDU/CSU) and from
the USA. While Schmidt
trounced the CDU/CSU
under extreme rightist
Franz Josef Strauss in last
year’s elections, it is now
not so easy for him to com-
pete with the CDU/CSUin
pro-NATO sentiments, as
he would only encourage
the left in the SPD and the
peace movement.

CDU leader’ Kohl —

whose name aptly means
‘cabbage’ — is trying to
break up the coalition and
mounting an outright attack
on thepeace movement.

The Reagan government
is doing nothing to ease
Schmidt’s

_
predicament.

They would be very happy:
if the CDU/CSU came to
power, as they are comm-
itted to introduce the miss-
iles and probably would be
more reliable than the
Schmidt government
could be in delivering the
goods.

Thus Reagan announced
the decision to produce the
neutron bomb at a time
when it would be very
embarassing for Schmidt
and only later sent Secre-
tary of State Haig to discuss
it withhim afterthefact.

Although the peaceefence’:

Germany:250,000march
by Bruce Robinson

 
ALICE PFISTERreports
from Germany:

“It was huge, tremen-
dous — the anti-nuclear
movement is much bigger

.
than the press make out.

“Politically, it’s still
very vague, but there are
huge numbers of youth
involved, which is a good
sign. There weren’t very
many trade union bann-
ers on the march, but
that’s because there has
not been much work
done in the unions —

that’s something the
movement will have to
concentrate on.

“The SPD, cleverlyadapting to what they -

see as important votes in
elections, managed to get
a speaker on the plat-
form and tried to tone
down the militancy of
the youth. I don't think
they will succeed,
though.

“It was the biggest
demonstration I’ve ever
seen in Germany,and has
given a huge boost toordinary working-class
people, for many of
whom this was the first
demonstration they’d
ever been on”.

movement has succeeded
in drawing many people
into activity for thealirsttime, there is a danger
that this will be frittered
away unless revolutionaries
are able to overcome the
political and organisational
weaknesses of that move-
ment.

The leadership of the
march on Saturday was
shared between ~church
groups, leaders of the opp-
osition in the SPD and FDP,
the ecologists — some of
whom are very reaction-
ary — and various prom-
inent writers such as
Heinrich Boll.

There was onlyone union
speaker, a member of the
executive of the huge eng-ineering union IG Metall,
who was speaking despite
a directive from the union
federation, theDGB.

The organisers of the
march wereclearlynot will-
ing to differentiate them-

stay
- or get shot!

ing industrial resources, and
reaches the stunning conclu-
sion that there might not be
much left and that ‘A large
nuclear attack would disrupt
the production and distribu-
tion of power supplies, and
hence most industrial and
commercial activities’.

There is a section deal-
ing with ‘Manpower’. ‘In
spite of heavy casualties
among the able-bodied popu-
lation, there should be no

general shortage of man-
power, since industry, as it
existed.before the attack
would bevirtually at a stand-
stil?! It goes on to point
out that if there was a lack
of food, people might not
want to do ‘heavy or un-
pleasant’ work. If this arose.
Regional Commissioners
would have the power to
direct who did what but of
course this depends on “the
community’s acceptance of
the need and their volun-”
tary co-operation’. ‘Short of
summary execution’thatis.

Telling
A strange, or perhaps

telling, final paragraph
points out that ‘A large scale
nuclear attack on this coun-

try would completely
disrupt the banking system.
Even a small-scale attack on
London and the location of

the major facilities of big
clearing banks would have
a similar effect’. This bizarre
observation is followed by
the rather shocking sentence,
‘It may therefore be assumed
that, for a period at least,
the widéspread use of
money, as a means of pur-
chasing goods or rewarding
services, would cease’. How-
ever, happily the circular
ends with the prediction that
this state of affairs would
only take a year or so to
correct. But there’s one
word of warning. ‘The crea-
tion of a new monetary
system would be a national
matter and not one in which
Regional Commissioners
could devise their own
policies’.

Echelons
So there we have it. The

government has not a clue
about protection and
survival of the population.
Only a lucky few, from the
higher echelons of society
along -with a few art
treasures (which, by the
way, have a whole bunker to
themselves in a mountain in
Wales) and military generals
will get into the bunkers.
The rest of us.can just stay
put and do what we’re told
or get shot.

 

selves clearly from the
anticommunist premises
underlying Schmidt’s own
position. The strongly
Ppro-Moscow CP was not
allowed a speaker, while a

|memberof the right-wingCSU was given the plat-
form.

Unlike CND, the move-
ment, insofar as it is
possible to speak of it as
a whole, is not clearly
unilateralist and includes
manydifferent views about
the extent of disarma-
ment needed.

Revolutionaries must
seek to build on the present
size pf the movementin two
ways: by turning the move-
mentinto the trade unions
and giving it a more spec-ifically working class char-
acter, and also by taking on
head-on the assumptions
behind both Schmidt’s
arguments and the cautious
pacifismof the movement’s
presentleaders.

No peace movement in
can be successful while
W. Germany remains in
NATO and W. Germany
will probably stay. in NATO
whileGermanyis divided.

Revolutionariesmust put
forward the perspective
of a united Socialist Ger-
many, with real workers’
democracy, as an alter-
native to both Stalinism
and the W. German anti-
communist concensusif the -

peace movementis to really
fight the dangers of war in
Europe.

 
SCRAP THE BOMB!

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
demonstration.

Saturday October 24; assemble 11.30am at
Victoria Embankment,London.
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=Labour Party
  

 

Looking backon Brighton
 

The Labour Left's debate on strategy after the Brighton
conferencecontinues.

In Socialist Organiser of September 10, we printed an
appeal to Tony Benn — ‘Time to Organise the Left!’ An
article by Nigel Williamson in Socialist Organiser of Septem-
ber 24 sketched a possible form for a new movement of the
Labour Left.

Last week’s Socialist Organiser (October 8) printed a call
by Reg RaceMP for a united movement of the Left in the
constituencies, the unions, and the Parliamentary Labour
Party. Bob Cryer MP has also argued (Socialist Organiser,
October 1) that a new feft group of Labour MPs is. needed
now that several Tribune MPs have abstained or voted for
Healey.

But many on the Labour Left disagree. An editorial i
Tribune ofOctober 9 argued that left-wingers should ‘urn
away from internal struggles in the Labour Party and towards
convincingthe electorate. The same issue of Tribune carried
an article by David Winnick MP and a statement by 12 other
MPs who voted for Benn on the first or second rounds
opposing the idea of a new left group of MPs. .

This week, Reg Race MPreasserts his view, and Viadimir
Derer of the CLPD argues that ‘aggressive tactics’ would be
dangerous now.

We welcome more contributionsto thedebate.
 

  
THE RESULToftheLabour
Party conference at Brigh-
ton must be seen as a sub-
stantial reverse for the left
forces withintheParty.

Even though we manag-
ed to win broad and in-
creasing support for im-
portant policy issues, such
as unilateral nuclear dis-
armament, the alternative
economic strategy, and
withdrawal from the EEC
without a referendum,
neverthelesswe clearly lost
support in many key areas.

The close result of the
Deputy Léadership election
wasa creditto all thosewho
had fought for Tony

Ts:
Betas < desiey position, but
that close result should not
blind us to the clear truth
— namely,that the left lost
support over the democrat-
ic issues ard suffered a
Major reverse in the elect-
ions to the National Execu-
tive Committee.

Thefive right-wing gains
on the NEC reflect the
growing organisational
sophistication and expert-
ise of the right, particularly
thatof the right wing trade
unions.

It is not sufficient to say
that Terry Duffy has learnt
to put thevoting card in the
right box. The right wing

general secretaries, based
around the St Ermin’s
group with Roy Grantham
(APEX),Dennis Howell MP
and Bryan Stanléy (POEU),
are now employing paid re-
searchers and organisers
to put together a coalition
of trade union block votes
to oust the Left from
key positions.

There is also a develop-
ing mood of paranoia in
certain ‘moderate’ unions
like the GMWU,where an
executive council member
hasrecently been suspend-
ed for left-wingactivities.

What, therefore, should
>e our response? In my

by REG RACE,MP for Wood Green

view we clearly need an
organisation whichwillfirst
unite the Left in Parliament
with the Left in the constit-
uencies and the trade
unions — on the principle
that such an organisation
will campaign actively and
publicly fer the icies
agreed by the Party con-
ference.

Secondly, the organisa-
_tion must seek to bringtogetherthebroadest poss-
ible group of supporters to
win backcontrol of the NEC
and to fight for other
agreed objectives.

The Tribune Group
cannot carry out this ob-

jective, as it has largely
set its face against cam-
paigning in the broader
labour movement, and now
contains such a disparate
group of MPsthat it is
difficult to see how one
could have meaningful
discussions with some
members of the Group —

those, for example, who
voted for Dennis Healey in
the Deputy Leadership el-
ection.

What we need now is
clear discussion of the ob-
jectives of the proposed
new grouping and of the
wayin whichit can best go
aboutits work.

‘Aggressive tacticswould
only isolate theleft’

Campaign for|Pi
Democracy

THE MOST important im-
mediate task of CLPD (and
of other organisations be-
longing to the Rank and
File Mobilising Commit-
tee) is to assess correctly
the significance of what
happened this year in
Brighton.

Onepossible error arises
from the tendency now
exhibitedby some comrad-
es to judge Brighton almost
exclusively in the terms of
thenarrownessoftheresuit
in the Deputy Leadership
contest. Such a perspective
may be emotionally com-
forting, but is highly mis-
leading.

The Deputy Leadership
campaign was an offshoot
of the process of democrat-
isation of the Party which
has been gving on for
years. In the form in which
the Deputy Leader cam-
paign occurred, it is likely
to remain a once-and-for-all
event. It cannot be artifi-
cially separated from the
context in which it occurr-
ed, and its significance and
potential effects must be
judged accordingly.

Undoubtedly—_Brighton
showed that, for the time
beingat least, thedemocra-
tic advance was success-
fully checked. At all levels
of the Party the support for
further constitutional
changes was seen to be
ebbing.
"Soft
On the NEC — as a result

of the unreliability of the
‘soft centre’ (Hart, Hoyle,
Kinnock, Lestor, Short) —

majority support for demo-
cratic reforms had disapp-
eared before four of our
supporters (Atkinson,
Beckett, Dix, Kelly) were
knocked off in this year’s
elections.

Amongthe trade unions

a halt to. democratic
reforms wascalled already
last year when there was an
overwhelming support for
the reimposition of the
three year rule,for constitu-
tional issues. This year’s
rejection of even a qualified
version of the rule means
thatthemajorityamong the
unions had no_ second
thoughtsonthissubject.

Converts
The defeat on the Mani-

festo the second year runn-’
ing — by a slightly wider
margin this time — means
that there were no new
converts.

Of course, the fact that
the retiring — and alleged-
ly wildly Left-wing — NEC
had recommended opposi-
tion to the Manifesto
reform (thanks to Hart,
Kinnock, Lestor and Short,
with Hart, who chaired the
meeting, using both her
votes), did not help. The
easy defeat of the refer-
ence-back move on_ the
‘shortlist of one’ illustrates
that concern about the
circumventing of the con-
stitutional requirement of
mandatory re-selection is
not widespread, particul-
arly when we bear in mind
that, quite unprecedented-
ly, this year’s three other
reference-back motions
werecarried.

No doubt support for
democratic reforms is still
strongest among the con-
stituencies. However, even
here it has beenfallingoff.

For the last two years.
CLPD model resolutions
have received only modest
support. CLPD's chosen
subjects had increasingly
to wait until the amend-
ments stage to qualify for
inclusion on the Agenda.

(Normally a minimum

THE Campaign for Labour
Party Democracyis at pres-
ent in the process of trying
to evaluate the new situa-
tion arising mainly out of
the Brighton conference.
This week’s CLPD column
is a contribution by Vladi-
mir Derer.to this discuss-
ion, to be published in the
CLPD Bulletin.

 
support of seven CLPs or
other affiliated organisa-
tions is required to achieve
inclusion).

CLPs opted for ‘issues’
in preference to constitu-
tional subjects._—‘This,
despite the fact that the
wide support for mandatory
re-selection seemedto indi-
cate the acceptance of the
argument that without
increased_accountability
(and hence further consti-
tutional reforms), the poli-
cies of the PLP and future
Labour governments will
not be significantly affect-
ed, no matter how many
conference resolutions. on
‘issues’ are passed.

Pull out
But the weakening of the

struggle for greater
accountability is by no
meanslimited to the NEC,
the unions and the CLPs.
Organisations which aspire
to the role of ‘opinion lead-
ers’, e.g. LCC, NOLS and
‘ClauseFour’, have chosen
to pull out of the Rank and
File MobilisingCommittee
at the very moment when
even the limited democrat-
ic gains of the last few
years are under threat:
whenprominent Party lead-
ers and trade unionists are
now openly discussing the
possibility of doing away
with annual elections and
recorded voting in the el-
ectoral college: when pro-
posals for increasing the
MPs’share in that college
are already on the Agenda
for next year’s Conference:
and whenthe Party's rela-
tively liberal internal
regimeis being threatened
by the suggested reintrod-
uction of the list of pro-
scribed organisations, or at
the very least, by some
form of inquisition

(It is clear that some

 
Did Healey’s victory halt democraticadvance?
alleged defenders of par!-
iamentary democracy and
representative govern-
ment are dead set to start
anew membershipdrive by
expelling people from the
Party}.

It is true, of course, that
Tony Benn came near to
winning the Deputy Lead-
ership contest. His cam-
paign was widely publicis-
ed in the media.It aroused
considerable interest in the
wide Labour movement,
and,aboveall, amongtrade
unions, and had an enthus-
iastic following among the
committed.

All this manifested itself
in well-attended meetings,
especially during trade
union conferences

At the sametime it must
be faced that the narrow-
ness of the result was partly
dueto factors related more
te the way in which various

union delegations reached
their final decision as to
whom to support, rather
than to the wishes of the
membership.

Whatis significantis that
wherever wider member-
ship was consulted, the
majority seemed to support
Dennis Healey (NUM here
seems to have been one

exception}.
This by itself does not

invalidate the narrowness
of theresult, as the political
choices of the unions and
affiliated organisations
{CLPs) are seldom,if ever,
based on decisions taken at
branch level, let alone the
result of a one person one
vote election.

Nevertheless, the marg-
in, sometimes a very wide
margin, by which union
members expressed their
preference for Healey does
indicate that the argument

for democratic reforms and
Party
form on which Tony fought
his Deputy Leader cam-
paign — is not won so far as
themassof themembersof
the Labour movement are
concerned.

More importantly, the
reluctance among the Party
activists to press for demo-
cratic reforms, and thehes-
itations among the trade
union delegations to sup-
port reforms already on the
Agenda (e.g. Manifesto),
as well as Tony Benn’s
candidature, clearly indic-
ate a change of:mood.

Concern over Labour’s
chances to win the next
general election, which are
threatened by the present
divisions, has made the
need for Party unity an urg-
ent priority, even at the
cost of entering into a com-"
promise with that wing of
the Party which is led by
the majority of MPs and
trade union leaders.

There can be little doubt
that the ‘presidential’ style
in which the Deputy Lead-
ership campaign was
fought, and the fear of even
greater divisions, has con-
tributed to the willingness
to compromise.

To adopt aggressive tact-
ics at this stage, to set up,
for example, yet another
‘Left-wing’ group which
would organise meetings
all over the country with
speakers denouncing the
present parliamentary
leadership, would only
result in further isolation of
the ‘Left’ and be an even
greater threatrtodemocrat-
ic reforms already ach-
ieved.

Spectrum
The democratic reforms

were gained because they
were supported by a very
wide spectrum of opinion
withinthe Party. They can-
not be successfully defend-
ed without that support.
But this support will be lost
if those who carried the
brunt of the struggle — or

are credited with having
carried it — come to be
seen by the majority of
Party members as a divis-
ive force.

policies — the plat- ©

Comrades who advocate
‘aggressive tactics’ in the
present situation are still
clearlycarried away by the
euphoriagenerated by the
Deputy Leadership cam-
paign. They are simply
refusing to face the fact
that this campaign ended
with the declaration of the
final result.

All this does not mean
that the conditions of unity
now presented by those
who won the main battles
at the 1981 Conference
should be accepted. The
gains of the last few years,
however, can only be succ-

Ps

defended in the
nameof Party unity.

This means primarily
thatit is thosewho are sett-
ingout to destroy them who
must be seen as the ones
threateningParty unity.

So far as the issues on
which we have lost are
concerned, it is necessary
patiently to explain the
need for them. Reforms
that are coming up next
year must be argued for as
essential for the sake of
Party unity.

This is, of course, not
just a skilful manoeuvre.
Democratic reforms are @

necessary precondition for
a more unifying Party
structure, on which will do
away with the present div-
isions. But at this stage we

can only press for such re-
forms and policies that can
still be realistically ach-
ieved-.

Above all, for reforms
which will enable the Lab-
our Party to widen its
appeal by the practiceof
positive discrimination in
favour of groups subjected
to special types of oppress-
ion such as women and
ethnic minorities, or by
increasing the voting
strengthof CLPs at Confer-
ence in order to increase
their potential member-
ship.

Last but not least, it is
necessary to mobilise sup-
port for thecommitment by
the Party leadership to a

significant extension of
public ownership. Without
such a commitmentthealt-
emative economic strategy
amounts to little more than
an alternative way of
running a capitalist
economy.



 ==Womenin struggle
yea war cee bs toe

.

Sucialist Organiser, Thursday 15 October 1981 Page 7

 

Fightback’s programmefor
actionagainst Tories

| WANTto stress thatthis isn't some far-fetched ultra
left list of demands — it is based on action thatwomen
inthe community, in the trade unions and in the Lab-
our Party are already taking and have taken.

“Womenwiththe most odds against them. Women
from places like Longworth Hospital, where grand-
mothers and womenwith five or six children were
involved in a hospital occupation.

**Women like Mrs Brar at the Chix factory, who
couldn’t speak a word of English, Elsie Broad at Royal
Pride, Anwar Ditta and Jaswinder Kaur and many
more.

That was how Anne-Marie Sweeney introduced this
action programmefor fighting the Tories at the Wom-
en’s FightbackAGM in August.

In NUPE, her own union,she is fed up with hearing
the union leaders say, ‘‘Don’t blame usfor not fight-
ing the Tories — it’s our women members wholet us
down’’. It’s not true that women aren’t readyto fight.
There are many examples to show that we are — it’s
the union leaders who don’t give us thesupport.

The Lee Jeans women had to organise their own

blacking;and near theend the union leadership decid-
ed theoccupation had no hope and withdrew their off-

- icial backing.
The union leadership at Grunwick also left their

membersadrift at the very point the struggle reached
nationalproportions.

Women’s Fightback has to show that we're in the
business of fighting and fighting to win. That’s the
way we'll win working-class women to our politics,
and that’swhatthisaction programmeaimsto do.

THE TORY government is
on the offensive, attacking
the most basic rights of
women. The leaders of the
labour movement are meet-
ing thisonslaught by little or

no organised resistance.
Since the Tories took

office, however, working
class women have been
struggling on the front line
to defeat Thatcher.

In Women’s Fightback
we must not ‘only lend sup-
port to such struggles that
break out but offer a lead
and guidance on the kind of
action women can take to
stand up for their rights,
drawing on the experience of
women who have made a

fightback against the Tories.
*A woman’s right to

work. In a period of runa-
way capitalist crisiswomen’s
(especially black women’s)
jobs are the first to go. We
must encourage unemployed
women to organise in the
unions of the unemployed
workers, by_establishing
women's sub-committees in
these organisations to focus
on the special problems of
women’s unemployment.

We should build for the
women’s right to work
demonstration by organising
at the local level as well as
nationally turning the
attention of the labour
movement to the scale of
women’s unemployment and
demanding what is going to
be done about it.

*Action on jobs. The
beacon=to all women
workers has been the occup-

= ‘Women
“| in the 

MARRIAGE| The new Women’s Fightback-
plus postage from 41 Ellington St.
London N7.

Lz

St: Mary's: women domestics in the lead in thefirst
occupation ofa general hospital to stop closure

Chix: Asian women took the lead despite double oppression
ation of Lee Jeans. We must
organise for such occupa-
tions to prevent closures
from taking place, and
demand throughout—the
labour movement the neces-
sary levies, blacking and
strike action to support the
occupation.

Every redundancy should
be fought, by giving women
confidence to refuse to take
an extra workload and face
direct confrontation with
the employer, demanding
work sharing on full pay. We

NOTTO HAVE
A JOB   10p 3

should .never believe the
employers’ word, demanding
like Lee Jeans, to see the
accounts for ourselves, and
get the unions to organise a

thoroughinvestigation ofthe
books to prove real ‘bank-
tuptcy’ or not in the
industry, in its suppliers
and: distributors. We should
demand the nationatisation
of bankrupt. industries, e.g.
textiles.

*Health cuts. The women
at Longworth Hospital. and
the workers at St. Benedicts
and St. Mary’s, W9. showed
the need for occupations to

‘defend hospitals. We must
demand supporting strike
action to stop occupations
being threatened and
brutally ended. Women’s
jobs and vitally needed
health care is being eroded
as clinics, wards and beds
are lost. We should build
campaigns involving women
in the community, to join
with health workers to tight
the cuts. to. black private
medicine and to demand of
the unions that they organise
no cover of unfilled
vacancies,-

*Abortion rights. Thous-
ands of women backed the
campaign that halted
Corrie’s anti-abortion hill.
Now action is needed .in

many areas to extend and
defend NHS abortion facili-
ties: fight for tice aber
tion/contraceptien on

Zj

Women NUPE membershave time and again shown them-
selves willing to fight. But NUPEofficialsjustify their own 
inactivityby claiming that the membersare apathetic.

demand and against any
forced sterilisation--for an
NHS run for and by its
workers and users under
their control.

*Local authority cuts.
Schooi meals and otherstaff
have organised local cam-

paigns in many areas to
defend services against the
cuts. Their actionshave been
left isolated by union leaders
and kept to sporadic. selec-
tive action. Fight for the full
necessary direct action to
protect jobs and services. 

*Child care cuts. in
Oxford, London. Coventry.
Leicester and Glasgow
women have occupied
threatened nurseries in the
fight to prevent closures.
Beale Street in | ecivester Was

a great victory in the fight

against such cuts.
Follow this lead and cam-

paign for labour movement
action to defend. and extend
state funded  -childcare.
Women’s Fightback should
join with the National Child
Care Campaign to defend
and extend provision.

*Rents and rates, Up and
down the country working
class women have joined and
formed tenants associations
to fight soaring rates and
tents. Fight for rent and
rate strikes to force councils
to back down and to press
home demandsfor the neces-
sary repair work to be done.

Women in the commun-
ity, in the unions, in the
Labour Party, must organise
for Labour councillors to
defy government and refuse
to cut or put up rates and
rents. Women’s Fightback
will organise full support for
such councils in direct con-
frontation with the govern-
ment.

*Unionisation. More and
joiningmore women

=
are

unions, many like the Chix
women fighting tough
battles: for union recogni-
tion. All these struggles must
be supported. Many women

feet excluded .from union
decisions. Demand meetings
be held in working hours
or that adequate childcare/
creche arrangements be laid
on for ererv meeting. Fight
for positive discrimination

CHRISTINE CADIN 
  

 

linked to the struggle for
democracy and  account-
ability for women to be
represented on every union
body. Fight sexism in union
procedures and publications.

*Wages. Women don’t
work for pin money. Women
workers in the Civil Service
have been onstrike against
Tory wage policies. Only all-
out strike action can win. We
need wages that keep pace
with inflation — at a rate
correctly assessed by labour
movement committees, not
distorted by government
figures. We should demand a
naional minimum wage for
workers, especially including
YOPs schemes, for all
benefits to be based on a
national minimum wage and
index-linked.Full opposition
to the ‘family wage’ concept
— for women’s financial
independence.

*Black women. Anwar
Ditta, Jaswinda Kaur and
others have been in the fore-
front of thousands of black
women fighting racist and
sexist immigration laws
brought in by both Labour

_and==Tory governments.
Defeat the Nationality Bill!
Repeal all ‘racist legislation!
The iabour movement must
join with the black com-
munity. in defence against
racist and fascist attacks.

*Violence against
women, Thousands of
women have mobilised in
protest against brutal attacks
which are encouraged by the
sexist media’s sensationalist
reporting. Women must
organise defence against
attacks. Womenin unions in
the media must combat
sexist reporting. Women’s
refuges must be defended
from cuts and full compre-
hensive systems of refuges,
emergency housing, social
security support and child-
care must be provided for
battered women.

 Nursery
‘fight
goes
on!
by Susan Carlyle

|
THE LATEST news on

|
the nursery closures. in

| Tower Hamlets, following
a meeting with the staff of
one threatened nursery,
Queen Mary, is that the
nurseries are safe untilnext
March, when a complete
reviewwill take place.

However, Queen Mary
have been told by manage-
ment that they must stop
campaigningt

This is blackmail:while
cuts may be made in any
case, the nurseries threat-
ened with closure are being
told to lie low and accept
theirfate.

The nursery campaign
has answered with letters
to parents saying that
Queen Mary can only be
defended byfighting back,
and that their case must
continue to be publicised in
order to win wider labour
movement and community

 
  

 
 
 
 
  
 
   
 
  
  
 
    
 
  
 
  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
  
 
  
     
  
 
 
  
   

  
    
 
   
   

   
  
  
     
 
 

support, and save the
building. .

The nursery workers
have just received another
offer which does not alter
the basic low pay __

merely
offering a career time struc-
ture with senior nursery
nurse posts. :

This is obviously another
way of trying to buy off a
section of theworkforce.

In fact, the demand for
recognition of a third
person in charge of a nurs-
ery is not new among
NALGO nursery workers,
but the timing of this offer
is seen as a divisive move
by theiremployers.

Two nurseries coping
with handicapped children
are still not being offered
the necessary extra money
in recognition of the special
care they offer, and until
that is sorted out the other
pay grades cannot be prop-
erlv negotiated.

_

As nursery_workers’
steward Jackie Rowledge
told Socialist Organiser:

“To say that the nursery
workers of Tower Hamlets
are disgusted and angry
about the non-payment of
their national pay award
would be the understate-
mentofthecentury.

‘It is now 20 months
since the award was given,
andall we have had is one
offer which made a mockery
of the national agreement
__

it was the lowest of all
Inner London boroughs,
and this at a time when
problems in the East End-
are getting worse due to
increasing unemployment
and governmentcutbacks’’

  The nursery workers
plan to escalate their work-
to -rule if theirmass meet-_
ing. next week rejects the
latest offer.

5The nursery campaign is
holding a major fund-rais-
ing event to continue the
fight against closures,
and on behalf of the nurs-

ery workers.
We won't

idated!
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From left: Anna WalentynowiczandAndrzej Gwiazda; delegates at congress; workersmakinga ‘parkingspace’for official TV
who were bannedfrom congress for refusing workers time on TV. -

/

mM Whatdid you learn
fromvisifing the Solidar-

congress?
We \saw iow much the
movementis more thanjust
a trade union: it is a sort of
framework) for all parts of
society with the exception
of thebureaucracy.

You could see that at the 
 

Congress} from_several
examples} For instance,
there hag beena strike
amongthe police, but the militia
who wer¢ the one that shot

that
incorporated into the police
force, and no longer be
linked to the secret service
— and thatthey should not
be called to act against the
workingclass. -

The strike took place in
certain layers of the militia
— and 50 people who were
at the core of this move-
ment were sacked.

.

At the Congress delegat-
es were asked if they want-
ed speakers from this
movement, and with loud
applausetheyagreed.

Another example of the
scope of Solidarnosc as a
social movement was the
agreement that has been
reached between Solidar-
nosc and the new unions
for journalists and writers
on how they should work
together and support each
other.

In fact nobody has any
confidence in the official
information from the Party
and the State. The
Congressitself set up loud-
speakers outside so that its
proceedings could be heard
in the street — and thous-

- andsof people stood listen-
ing and clapping outside
right throughtheweekend.

Delegates from differ-
ent areas brought with
them local Solidarnosc
papers: and people queued
in their hundreds in the
front. of the hall to buy
copies and read about
struggles in other parts of
thecountry.

These are just someindi-
catic.is of how broad Solid-
amoscis as a movement. interest in

 
JETTE JORGENSON from
the Danish Trotskyist
Workers’ League [TAF]
attended a part of the
second session of the Solid-
arnosc Congress in Gdansk.

The TAF-delegation
announced themselves at
the door as representing
their paper, ‘Trotskyist

‘Viewpoint’ — and to their
surprise wére immediately
welcomed into the hall,

 
WM What did you learn
from the debates on work-
ers’ control?

I think it’s only over the
last three or four months
that the movement has
been orientated towards
ways of dealing with the
theeconomic chaos.

Control

At first, as a spontaneous
movement, they moved
only from their own exper-
ience.

But the issue of workers’
control has a longhistory:it
goes back to 1956 when
they formed workers’ coun-
cils. When the movement
failed to go forward then,
these councils became
organs for control over the
workers by the Stalinist
party. .

Isolated.
Mainly because of this

experience, Solidarnosc
didn’t want anything to do
with workers’ councils or

workers’ control. There
were some isolated instan-
ceds, but they didn’t get
off the ground until three or
four months ago, when
Solidarnosc had. become
consolidated with ten
millionmembers, while the
economic chaos became
more obvious and deep.

There arose a growing
self-manage-

 

issued with credentials,
and offered interpreting
facilities. As they left the
Congress two days later,
they were told that if they
had wished they could have
organised a fringe meeting
to explain their politics to
interested delegates.

The TAF comrades
__together with a lone

wandering reporter eo
the American magazine

ment, with a movement
arising from the so-called
‘network’ — a grouping led 
  on

Intercontinental Press —

were the only Trotskyist
journalists present at the
second part of thecongress

They came to Britain last
week to attend the Rally of
the Workers’ Socialist
League, which, like the
TAF, is affiliated to the
Trotskyist international
Liaison Committee.

Before the Rally, Jette
spoke to Socialist Org-
aniser.

by the technicians and
engineers.

The ‘network’ was based

Centre: Jurczyk, runnerup to Walesa for president of Solidarnose 
>

on one key industry or
factory in each area, form-
ing a closed circle of 18
workplacesin mining, ship-
building, steel, transport,
and soon.

Maybe I should say
something about these
technicians:theyare differ-
ent from the same layer in
the capitalist countries.
They have no possibilityof
having influence or control
over their own work, or
changing production tech-
niques — because of the
bureaucratic stranglehold
on industrialmanagement.

Rigid
Therigid Stalinist control

offers technicians no possi-
bility of power or-control
inside or outside the fact-
ories. In addition to this,

EYE WITNESS REPORT0
the education system in
Poland as distinct from that
in the capitalist countries
means that quite a large
proportion of technicians
come from the industrial
workingclass.

Consultants
The network leaders

began to act as _consult-
ants to the Solidarnosc
jJeadership on the question
of self-management, and
circles of self-management
were formed in towns
around the country, with
the perspective of a nation-
al organisation.

The growthof this move-
ment has made the govern-
mentprepare somelegisla-
tion on the issue. To put
Solidarnosc’s. line clearly
before this legislation was
carried, there was a resolu-
tion at the first part of the
Congress on workers’
management.

Then came a dramatic
development. For the first
time in 35 years the Polish
governmentwasin a minor-
ity on a question in Parlia-
ment.

Rumours
This crisis came in the

two weeks between the two
parts of the Solidarnosc
congress. From the Pre-
sidium of Solidarnosc —

which is composed of 11
people — a minority of four
went and started negotia-
tions with Parliamentary
leaders on this Bill. They
made a compromise with
the majority in Parliament,
and two laws: were passed
before the second part of
the Congress.

That meantthatthe Con-
gress met without at first

  
 

 
knowing what was going
on. Rumours were floating |

around, and there was
confusionand anger among
thedelegates.

Of the two newlaws, one
is to keep absolute. power in
the hands of the Stalinist
party with regard to any
industry of social and econ-
omic significance. The idea
was to ensure thattheParty
remains in complete control
of thesystem. .

It also seeks to per-
petuate the ‘nomenklatura’
system,offering a ladder of
advancementto those well
in with the bureaucracy
througha list of key posts.
This is thesymbol of Party
contro]of industry. -

Appointed
The second laws says

something about workers’
councils for the rest of
industry. But these would
participate in bodies com-
posed mostly of Party-dom-
inated institutions: only
through such bodies would
managersbeappointed.

Whenthis arose on the
agenda, there were immed-
iately 49 speakers — most
of them wantingto criticise
what had happened. The
debate was postponed until
tapes and documentsof the
meetings were available to
establish how the com-
promise agreement had
beenarrived at.

Most.speakers were
angry at the lack of demo-
cracy in the process, and
wanted an explanationfrom
each of the 11 Presidium
members

Butone of those who had
been in the negotiations —

Rulewski from Bydgoszcz
— came out hard against
thewhole thing.  
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He said that he -was
ppposed to the compromise
pot because of the formal
prrors but because he
hought it was misleading
he movement. The quest-
on had been madea prior-
ity for Solidarnosc.

Rulewski also attacked
negotiators for chang-

g tactics by introducing
e call for a referendum onelf-management — and

ffering to organise one if
he governmentrefused.
In someof the factories

f the ‘network’, workers
ere already voting on
hetheror not to haveself-

fanagement.
Another Bydgoszcz dele-

fate argued that the ‘com-
romise’ was completely in
Ine with the policy of the

inist party’s ninth plen-
im. It offered the workers’
ouncils’ no independent
wer — just as the Party

ad wanted.
After we had left the
ongress, a vote was taken

p reject the ‘compromise’.
But we should say that

hat limitation of the. call
py workers’ control is that
is a spontaneous reaction

p the economic chaos.It is*
pt part of a programmefor

ing political power into
hands of the working

ASS.

Endorsing
You could see this limita-

on from the fact that later
n there was discussion on
he problem of big loans to
oland from the imperialist
vernments and bankers.
The radical supporters of

orkers’ contro! turned out
p be themost favourable to
cepting still more IMF

bans, and even endorsing
he IMF. They had no per- 

 

spective for workers’. con-
trol ~over these-links
between the bureaucracy
and the imperialist leaders.

WH What did you see of
the role of theChurch?

Weweretold several times
thatit is only in the Gdansk
area that there is a direct
influence from the Church
on the leadership of Solid-
arnosc.

This was shown by Wal-
esa, who all the time had a
priest by his side — a
priest from the church
closest to the Lenin ship-
yard.

But when a vote was
taken at the beginning of
the Congress on whether or
not to make morning mass
obligatory to delegates, it
wasvoted down — andonly
some 20 or 25 per cent of
delegates were present for
masseachday.

Attempts
Therole of the Church is

somewhat different in
Poland. It has no influence
on such things as family
planning or the practical’
side of life. Its attempts to
reinforce the values of the
family have not stopped
most women working
outside thehome.

And while it is a force for
moderation and for nation-
alism, all its appeals for
moderation in the class
struggle have been ignored
by themovement.

The Church's influence
has weakened as Solidar-
nosc has grownin strength
and the fight for workers’
control has strengthened
workerspolitically.
@ B® Howdo you assess the
nationalist tendencies with-

 

in Solidarnosc?
* At the Congress therewas
a retired General from the
Polish army. He boasted
that he had fought three
wars against Russia:
World War 1; 1921, when
he helped beat back Bolsh-
evik armies that came to
the assistance of Polish
strikers; and World War 2.
 

He was allowed to
address the Congress, and
drew loud applause and a
standingovation.

But the nationalism also
has another dimension. Of
course nationalism in a
capitalist country, even in a
backward capitalist count-
ry, will be — if it is limited
to a nationalist view ~—

linked up withan alliance.to
 

parts of the capitalist class,
or led by the petty bourg-
eoisie.

But the fact is that there
is no national bourgeoisie
for Polish nationalists to
link up with. They are not
tied to capitalism in that
way.

Within Polandthereis no
serious element seeking a
restoration of capitalism. But nationalismdoes have

dangerous "political :con-
sequences. for thé move-
ment.

There you can see the
differences between the
two wings of Solidarnosc.
Both are nationalist, but
that is scarcely surprising.
The Stalinist bureaucracy
has held dictatorial power
for 35 years — and crushed
any traditions of proletar-
ian internationalism,just as
it has crushed any genuine
Marxist understanding of
imperialismor thedegener-
ated workers’ state, the
Soviet Union.

We should also remem-
ber that Poland has been
dominated: throughout its
history: by different outside
forces which have combin-
ed to create a spirit of
nationalism.

The two wings of Solid-
arnosc, while they are both
nationalist, have different
attitudes to the Soviet Un-
ion and imperialism.

Theradical wing tends to
be more anti-Russian — not
seeing any danger from the
imperialists or recognising
the need for socialist revol-
ution in the capitalist coun-
tries.

Adapts
But the moderate wing

tends moreto start off from
the ‘reality’ of Soviet dom-
inance over Poland, and
adapts to this by seeking
compromise with the Stal-
inist bureaucracy in
Poland.

This is what again points
to the necessity of building
a Trotskyist revolutionary
party in Poland.

Each of the two wings of
Solidarnose has its strong
sides and its weaknesses:

now thereis. a tendency-towatds ,
a

. confrontation”. -

between these two. wings
withinthemovement.

The problem can only be
resolved by developing a
revolutionary programme
and party to tear these
issues open and link up the
strengths of the move-
ment.

A party is needed which
sees the developments in
Péland as part ofan inter-
national struggle of the
working class and not
simplya nationalissue.

Trotskyism is the only
current. which has fought
both Stalinism and imper-
ialism from the standpoint
of theworkingclass. 4

~. New only Trotskyists.can
resolve theproblems of
leadership in Poland.

8 Did you see any signs
of receptiveness to Trotsky-
ism in Poland?

It was interesting to note
that some of those most
open to Trotskyismare not
in independent formations,
but students attachedto the
Stalinist party.

We saw that they had
translated some material
by Mandel and were work-
ing on a Polish edition of
Trotsky’s Revolution Be-
trayed.

In contradiction to this,
other currents of radical
students wereprintingpict-
ures of the reactionary
Polish General Pilsudski.

Thefactis that there is a
ferment of ideas and_disc-
ussion in the new Polish
workers’ movement. Trot-
skyists must intervene in
that struggle and seize the
opportunity to take the
movement forward to polit-
ical revolution. 
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SI4YVHNHOr 
RALLY CELEBRATE
MAJOR FUSION
“WE’VE BEENonstrike
for 28 weeks, and we’ve
shown the working class
can fight back’’, were the
opening words from the
opening speaker at the
Workers Socialist League’s
rally in Birmingham last
Saturday, 10th —°Steve
Longshaw from Laurence
Scotts, Manchester.

The rally followed a day
of workshops,films,exhibi-
tions, and_ discussions,
covering a whole range of
fronts of working: class
struggle and forms of the
fightback.In the final sess-
ion itself, Steve Longshaw
was followed by Barbara
Brown from the National
H-Block/Armagh Commit-
tee in Ireland, a speaker
from the Mumtaz Kiani
defence committee in Brad-
ford, Dogan Tarkan, Wictor
Moszezynski (representing
Solidarnosc), Jette Jorgen-
sen of the Danish Trotskyist
Workers’ League, Mick
Liggins of the National Left
Wing Youth Movement,
and Rachel Lever from
Women's Fightback.

Crowded
Socialist Organiser did a

crowded workshop on ‘Org-
anising the Labour Left’,

|

and we had a_ platform
speaker, too — except that
time wasso tight at the end
that John O’Mahony of
Socialist Organiser waived
his speaking time.

Alan ‘Thornett of the
WSL Executive was the
concluding speaker, giving
a clear presentation of how
the WSL.sees the many
different threads of strugg-
le being drawn together
in a socialist strategy. Time

JOHN
HARRIS

forced him abbreviate
the speech, but Alan Thor-
nett has provided Socialist
Organiser with the full text
for publication {see facing
page).

Talking to people from
the 400-odd attendance
afterwards, they were all
enthusiastic. ‘‘Next time
the WSL organises an
eventlike this,we’ll be able
to get a lot more along’’.
If they had a complaint, it
was that the event was not
long enough: there were so

many things to see and  

Steve Longshaw spoke from the LaurenceScott occupation

hear and take part in, in
such rapid succession or
simultaneously, that you
were boundto missa lot.

Work with
But it was impressive

indeed in showing the
WSL’s willingnessand abil-
ity to work with other cam-
paigns and movements
while still arguing its own
Trotskyist ideas. Graham
Bash of London Labour

shop of Labour Councils
Briefing led off the work-~

and thecuts, which produc-
ed a lively discussion on
the tactic of ‘majority
opposition’ (majority Lab-
our groups going into oppo-
sition and systematically
voting down all Tory
budgets).

There were stalis from
Provisional Sinn Fein, the
E} Salvador Solidarity Cam-
paign, and Palestine solid-
arity; exhibitions from
hospital occupations at St
Mary’s and Longworth;and
workshops organised by
Women’s Fightback and  
 

the National Left Wing
Youth Movement, as well
as displays from the Inter-
national-Communist
League and the old Work-
ers’ Socialist League, the
two Trotskyist organisa-
tions which fused this July
to form the new WSL.

High points
High points, perhaps,

were the showing of Ken
Lvach’s film on the steel
strike, ‘A Question of Lead-
ership’, followed by a dis-
cussion with Ken Loach
and Alan Thornett and Ray
Davies, two of the work-
ers who took part in the
film; and the “workshop
session where Jette Jorg-
ensen reported on the time
she recently spent at the
Solidarnosc congress.

Going places
A collection was taken for

the WSL's special fund for
a@ new press and premises.
£2,600 was announced as
the total, but the WSL
Treasurertells us that large
amounts were counted
twice, and the true total
was £1870! So, even when
that's added to the £2,000
already collected, the WSL
has a good way to go to-
wards its £10,000 target.
But it was a good response
from an attendance which

 

clearlyincluded a--lot. ofemipliyedand towepaid
workers. **¥">

From Saturday's evid-
ence, the WSL and I-CL
have not only fused them-
selves together, but are
rapidly going places.

MARTIN THOMAS

JOHN
HARRIS

 
SIBYWHNHOF

Turkishsocialist Dogan Tarkantold the rally abouthis fight
against deportation. After the military coup in Turkey,
Dogan made his way to Britain via Syria and Lebanon, and
asked for politicalasylum.The HomeOffice isthreateningto
refuse asylum, usingall sorts of technicalities, but Dogan
told the rally that the campaign to save him can win. More
resolutions and messages of support are still needed from
trade union branchesand Labour Parties: write to Friendsof
Dogan Tarkan,BM Box 5965, London WCIN 3XX. :
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e need a party thatwill 
 

  
Marxists have a_ basic

starting point to all of their
struggles andideas — that
the working class is a revolu-
tionary class, and as such is
capable of overthrowing the
capitalist system and estab-
fishing thesocialist order.

It is a fundamental truth
from which we draw the
strength to face the daily
struggle. It allows us to see
our victories and defeats
within the class struggle
within the context of an
entirely achievable strategic
objective.

It is an outlook which
gives Marxists something
unique amongst all political
tendencies in the workers’
movement — an unshake-
able confidence in thework-
ing class as a revolutionary

|

force.
It is something we have

to defend every day against
those who tell us that the
working class are so imbued
with the ideas of capitalism
that they can always be
diverted at the crucial point.
They are usually the same
people whosay the working
class won't fight in order to
cover up their own refusal
tolead..  -

We have to explain that
our confidence springs not
from romanticism but from
Marxism as a_ scientific
theory. That we see the
working class as an exploited
class, driven by the realities
of class society into conflict
with their exploiters — not
just at the point of produc-
tion but at the level of
government.

Objectively
This does not mean that

workers are consciously
seeking revolution —-_ it
means that theworking class
are objectively revolution-
ary.

It meansthatat moments
of history when all the con-
ditions are present, the over-

whelming power of the
working class, as the
producers of all wealth, can

be harnessed to makea revo-
lution.

October 1917 changed
the world because it showed
it could be done.

But, as everyone knows,
that revolution took place
when all the conditions for
the seizure of power were
spresent. Not just the disinte-
gration of ‘capitalism. Not
just a rise in the conscious-
ness of the working class.
Butalso the leadership in the
form of Lenin's Bolshevik
Party — the most developed
leadership the working class
has ever produced.

It. points to our task
today. To produce a leader-
ship on Bolshevik lines. A
party built in that tradition

7

 

Alan Thornett: ‘Not a party outside the workingclass, or at best on its periphery,
but a party builtand established within theworkingclass”

which can lead a successful
socialist revolution when the
revolutionary moment
comes.

But that as everyone
knowsis easy to say but very
difficult to accomplish in
practice.

The revolution of 1917
has undergone a_deep
bureaucratic degeneration.
To build a_ revolutionary
party today means buildinga
Trotskyist party which
addresses itself not only to
leading the social revolution
in the capitalist countries
but also the political revolu-
tion in the deformed and
degenerated workers’ states
— something which the
events in Poland today have
shown to be entirely
possible.

It: means building parties
which are not nationally
based parties, but parties
built as part of a revolution-
ary international, with a
perspective of world revolu-
tion.

It means building parties
of a particular type. Not
parties which remain isolated
from the working class, or at
best exist on its periphery,
but parties established and
developed within the work-
ing class itself - rejecting a
sectarian approach to the
mass movementas Lenin did
in ‘Left Wing Communism’.

Power
It means building parties

based on a programmewhich
is not only adequate to the
needs of the working class
today’ but raises the con-
sciousness of the workers
and takes them in the direc-
tion of power.

It was our joint con-
viction on this approach
which made the fusion
between the old WSL and
the ICL possible.

Both movements were
convinced that in Britain
any setious development
towards a revolutionary
party would have to be built
with a fight inside the unions
and would have to have 2

correct attitude towards the

LabourParty_-
_

This is something which
has not been achievedin any
adequate way by any
previous Trotskyist grouping
in Britain.

The fusion therefore
creates a unique opportunity
in Britain — to build a
party which has an open and
non-sectarian approach to
the w6rking class but at the
same time fights on firm
programmeand principles.

Unique
It is also self-evident that

unique conditions exist in
the present period for such a
development.

You don’t need me this
afternoon to tell you about
the Thatcher government;
monetarism; the 4% wage
nonn; de-industrialisationof
the economy; three million
unemployed; the destruc-
tion of the social services;
legislation against theunions
and plunging living stan-
dards.

We have Reaganism in
the USA and the drive
towards the Third Work
War, with the biggest rearm-
ament in history, talk of
tactical nuclear wars and aid
to every dictatorship in the
world.

We have economic crisis
gripping the entire capitalist
work. Falling living
standards in the majorcapit-
alist countries and grinding
poverty in the underdevel-
oped countries.

_ 
 

But even these unique
conditions do not of them-
selves resolve the problem of
how the working class can
fight back. The question of
leadership comes up at every
stage.

A number of conditions
have to be present. It is
necessary to grasp very
clearly the intimate connec-
tion betweenthe programme
and demands you advance in
today’s struggles and the
strategic goal of social revo-
lution.

Practice
That means a very clear

grasp not only of the
demands of the transitional
programme but more impor-
tantly how they are used in
practice in the day to day
struggles of the working
class.

It means for example
having a very clear under-
standing of the power and
televance of a transitional
demandlikeopen the books.

Take the state owned
industries, since we are head-
ing for a BL strike.

Workers are confronted
with a picture of bankmpt
industries unable to meet
even a fractionof thechims
made by the trade unions.
Butwhatis the reality?

The Observer commis-
sioned a very interesting
study of the financingof the
state industries — which is
worth referring to.

Paradise
The overall assessment

made by the team was that
the state industries are “a
moneylender'sparadiseTM.

The returns from the 23
industries they covered
ranged from a total joint
profit of £800 million

—
toa

joint loss of £1% billion,
depending on how the
figures were calculated.

But even if we take the
highest loss figure we then
find that the same 23 indus-
tries paid £3 billion to the

 

banks im interest charges
over thesame period.

And that is without
the books. The

£100 milion interest charges
BL pay to the banks for
example, would more than
meet the current claim
which managementcalculate
as £80 million.

The open the books
demand means thatworkers
reject the management’s
figures and propaganda and
take an importantstep in the
direction of workers’
control

Contained
The workingclass emerge

to confront the class enemy
— as thesteelworkersdid last
year — only to be split and
divided and contained by
theaown so-called leaders.

Workers occupy to
defend their jobs like St
Benedicts, Longworth, St.
Mary’s, Lee Jeans and
Laurence Scott, only to
enter into immediate
struggle with the officials
who want to call the action
off or leave them isolated
and open to being smashed
by the state.

The TUC has disappeared
from sight since the Tories
were elected. The TUC con-
ference refused to lift a
finger against Thatcher.
They have talks with
Thatcher and come outsay-
ing “there is light at the
end of thetunnel.”

In focal government,left
Labour councils — even the
best of them — refuse to
act as working class leaders
and confront the govern-
ment. Instead they rely ona
policy ofrate increases.

The deepening economic
crisis makes the reformists
even more reluctantto fight.
Their politics paralyse them
when they are facedwiththe
viability problems of the
capitalist system or of the
individualemployer.

So what effect has this
had on theworking class? It
has caused anger and frus-
tration and it has allowed
theTories to rampage almost
with impunity — the only
major defence of jobs was
the stopping of pit closures
by the threat of 2 miners’
strike.

But it has also created
explosive pressures inside the
working class which are
reaching breaking point. The
most advanced example of
this is BL. where militancy
has reached unprecedented:
fevels and workers are simply
spoiling to get outside the

The youth riots were a
reflection of the same pres-
sures and produced a gut
reaction to the degradation
imposed on them by capit-
alism

-

But again whilst these
developments create fayour-
able conditions, they do
not resolve the question of

revolutionary leadership.
Because the hard fact is

that the problem of work-
ing class leadership cannot
be resolved without the
development of a Trotskyist
party, extensively rooted in
theworking class.

So what kind of party do
we need and how do we
achieve it?

Firstly we have tried to
present at the Rally today
some of the areas of work
theWSLis involved in:

Work in the unions; in
Yank and file groupings;
support for the anti-imper-
ialist struggle in Ireland; the
struggle in Poland; our work
on women’s oppression;
solidarity work with the
oppressed; work amongst
youth; gay rights; work®
amongst the unemployed.

We have tried to show
that these major and very
diverse areas of work are
brought together by theuni-
fying factor of the party. At
these areas of work are
woven into the  party’s
strategic objective -— the
mobilisation of the working
class for the seizure of
power.

But they have to be
woven into a party of a
particular type — a vanguard
party — the party Lenin
fought for.

But even that presents-a
problem, because every
group calling themselves
Trotskyists would regard
themselves as a vanguard —

but clearly most of them are
not. So what is a vanguard
party?

|First of all it is not a
matter of being owt in front
of the working class. Many
groups are out in front of
the working class — some so
far that the working class
would need a radio tele-
scope to make contact with
them — and wecould all put
namesto those.

To be a vanguard party it
is a matter of being in the
leadership of the working
class and that is sdmething
quite different.

But developing a party
that can actually lead
workers is a_ difficult
question. It means establish-
ing a record. It means
winning the confidence of
sections of workers on the
leadership you give and the
programmeyou advance.

Such demands, like cost
of living clauses, or occupa-
tions, if carefully presented
and correctly fought for can
both challenge capitalism
and the existing conscious-
ness of theworking class.

That kind of struggie,
alongside a struggle at every
level in the unions, partic-
ularly on trade union demo-
cracy which has now been
opened right up by the
struggle inside the Labour
Party, could soon estabtish
Trotskyists in positions of
leadership.

Leadership
We want to build a party

with its roots in the working,
class and its sights set on
social revolution.

To do this it has to be
a disciplined party, not
authoritarian.But a party in
which maximum discussion
takes place on policy and
programme and is then
capable of the disciplined
implementation of that pro-
gramme.

Workers m struggle are
not looking for 2 discussion
shop — they are looking for

a serious leadership organis-
ation.

We have to take the
question of government and
the struggle imside the
Labour Party very seriously.

lf Thatcher is removed
im the course of the wages
struggle thiswinter or even if
she is removed at the next
election and a_ Labour
government elected, what
kind of Labour government

—is it going to be?
_

That is the issue which
lies behind Tony Benn’s
challenge for the deputy
leadership and all the recent
struggles on democracy.

Will the policies decided
by the Labour Party confer-
ence be the ones contained
in the party manifesto and
carried out by a Labour
government — or will the
Fight wing leadership go their
own way as they have in
the past.

Rocked
We have supported the

democratic. reforms and the
Benn campaign ail the way
and will continue to do so.
The democracy movement
that he has come to
represent has rocked the
labour movement to its
foundations, not just the
Labour Party, but the trade
unions as well.

It means we can now
fight for thekind ofpolicies
we want to see a future
Labour government adopt.

But Tony Benn is not a
Marxist. We stronglydisagree
with the programme he
advocates for a2 future
Labour government.

As everyone knows he
stands on the alternative
economic strategy which
does not challenge capitalism
and contains reactionary
nationalistic demands like
import controls. Tony Benn
makes the nationalistic call
for a national liberation
struggle in Britain.

Whilst supporting Tony
Benn as the best of the lefts
and recognising his contribu-
tion on democracy,we fight
relentlesslyagainst such posi-
tions. They are not just
inadequate, they are wrong.
Theylead right back into the
capitalist blind alley of
refonnism.

Goal
We haveto fight not for 2

Labour government of the
old type — or a left Labour
government to implement
the Alternative Economic
Strategy — but for a workers
government — a government
committed to the working
elass,. responsive to the
labour movement and
controlled byit.

To the kft in the
Labour Party we say the
same as we say to theleft
in the unions — wewillfight
withyou when you fight. We
are with you all the way on
democracy. We will fight
with you against racism and
fascism. 1f you will stand
with us we will stand with
you in solidarity with all
workers in struggle.

But there is a difference
between us — and we make
no bones about it. We are
Marxists. We are revolution-
aries. Our strategic goal is
workers power. We will not
go just a part of the way —

or even halfof the way — we
are going all of the way and-
we are going to build the
party to doit.
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etters
Writeback to

Socialist Organiser
28 Middle Lane

London N8

Critical
support to
Bani-Sadr? ee
1 WOULDlike to comment
on two letters in Socialist
Organiser no.54.

First, Carol Hobb’sletter
concerning the Laurence
Scott strike. She writes:
“Workers like those at LSE
slow off the mark as they
might be...”

Presumably comrade
Hobbs does not intend to
imply that the LSE workers
were “slow off the mark”,
but that is what she says.
Such a claim is ludicrous and
the workers at LSE who saw
the letter were rightly offen-
ded byit.

One of them said to me,
“tell Carol Hobbs not to
show her face here again”

Break
Second the letter from

the ‘Unity of Communist
Militants’ of Iran. They
describe the Mojahedeen as
“petty-bourgeois’, intending
to organise a coup rather
than an uprising, and
denounce them for going.
into an alliance with Bani
Sadr rather than themselves
and organisations such as

Peykar and Komala.
If we were in fran,

perhaps we would have sharp
differences with
Mojahedeen over practical
day-to-day politics. It may
be that given differences we
have over the strategy for

.
socialist revolution in Iran,
that at some stage a serious
break would be necessary
between ourselves and the
Mojahedeen.

Certainly there is alreadyEEeeethe.’

a huge gulf between us con-
cerning religion.

But it is false to claim
that the Mojahedeen are
interested only in a coup to
install themselves and Bani-
Sadr. Were that the case,
they could possibly achieve
it tomorrow. They are a
genuine mass revolutionary
organisation, who. at this
point in time — whatever
future disagreements we may
have, whatever the differ-
ences there might be
between us, were we actually
fighting together — are
leading, with great heroism,
the struggle against
Khomeini.

If BaniSadr wants to
support a programme of
democratic demands now,
why not use him to unite
broad opposition forces?

The Mojahedeen recog-
nise that a break with Bani-
Sadr will be necessary sooner
or later. We think sooner
rather than later. But the
National Council of Resist-
ance — or more particularly
the local councils in Iran are
of majorsignificance.

Different
Reyolutionarigs, 1 think,

should seek to build them,
and would collaborate with
the Mojahedeen in doing so.
Perhaps we would discover
that we have a. different
strategic notion of the role
of the councils after Khom-
eini’s overthrow.

We almost certainly
would place more emphasis
on criticising Bani-Sadr and

racking the
problem!

|

SOMETIMESI can scarcely
resist gloating over the prob-
lems. of the US Nuclear
Power Industry (USNP9).It’s
a self-satisfied “We told you
so!” syndrome that those on

the left and in the environ-
mental movement have a

tendency to exhibit, being
rarely involved in making
decisions about industrial or

environmental policy.
Anyway, they (the

USNPI) are in more trouble.
The Director of Safety Tech-
‘nology for the US Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Dr.
Thomas Murley, says that
radiation is fast making
reactor steel brittle and
liable to crack understress.

Dr Murley. would go so
far as to say “we'd get very
nervousafter another year or

so.” Now, you would imag-
ine that, since radioactive

fuel tends to produce radia-
tion and since the
containment vessels tend to
be subjected to rather a lot
of radiation, containing as

they do, the radioactivefuel,
nuclear plant constructors
would check thoroughly the
long term effect of this
radiation on this steel. Well,
apparently not so.

The §8-inch thick steel
shells were designed to with-
stand operating temperatures
of 550 degrees Fahrenheit
and about 150 times nermal
atmospheric pressure and to
last the lifetime of the
reactor — about 40 years.

Sometimes the reactor
shell is rapidly cooled (when
the emergency core cooling
system comes into action,
for example) and it is then
that the steel is likely to
burst if it has becomebrittle.

steel -

combatting his politics.
But to say that the

Mojahedeenarejust‘liberals’
or that they should go into
an alliance with the UCM,
Peykar or Komala is
ludicrous. :

All those organisations
are small and denounce the
Mojahedeen, more often
than not, as counter-revolu-
tionaries. It is not up to the
Mojahedeen to seek a united
front with them, but rather
up to them to seek a united
front with the Mojahedeen.

That they refuse to do so
is an indication of their own
sectarianism.

At this distance I am not
convinced that the
Mojahedeen has not compro-
mised itself — but nor am I
convinced thatit has.

CLIVE BRADLEY

IT IS worth pointing out
the moral of the Labour
Party Conference and that
your analysis of the pros-
pects for socialists within the
Bennite Left of the Labour
Party were over-optimistic.

Your analysis — and that
of others who saw oppor-
tunity within Bennism —

rested on the inactivity of
the bulk of the Labour Party
membership and that, there-
fore, only a small minority
need to be socialist to get a

majority of activists.
What you failed to realise

was that though the Labour

_

This new problem may
affect about 46 of the 74
pressurised water reactors
PWRs) in the US. I don’t
know if this includes the 17
PWRs at risk from rusting
mentioned last week, but in
any case it could well be a

death blow to the USNPI.

News
To cap that comes the

news that just as the last of
the protestors against the
Diablo Canyon Nuclear
Power Station in California
has been evicted from -the
plant, serious errors in the
construction. of the plant
have been uncovered.

While police were arrest-
ing 1850 demonstrators,
engineers were checking the
earthquake safety supports
for pipes in the reactor’s

  
 

ot so far
IN REPLY to__David
Herincx’s letter in Socialist
Organiser (October 1) I
would like to put across my
ownview.

First, as a Class Fighter
supporter, I did not vote for
the letter to be written as
published. The only thing
I voted for wasthat a letter
should be written to say
that Alexis Carras should not
have written the article with-
out finding out all the
correct facts.

As the letter implies, I

Over-optimism 
Right will never act to fight
the Tories, they will always
act and act most vigorously
to counter any “threat”
from socialists.

LAURENS OTTER
Wellington 

cooling
These would be crucial to
provide emergency cooling

.

back-up systems.

for the core if an earth-
quake knocked out the prim-
ary cooling system. This
might not be so serious were
Diablo Canyon not a mere
2% miles from an active
earthquakefaultline.

The braces for the cool-
ing pipes appear to have
been attached the wrong
way round so that some

pipes are stronger than
necessary while others are
weaker. Engineers construc-
ting the system appear to
have used plans for the
second reactor on the cool-
ing system for thé first
reactor. Whose side are they
on?

by Les Hearn

 

 

Unite the Iranian
left in struggle!

WITHreference to the letter
of some Iranian student sup-
porters of the Unity of
Communist Militants in
Socialist Organiser 54, dated
24 September, there are
some points which we would
like to raise.

We believe that it is the
.duty ofall socialists to fight
against what wecall ‘vulgar
and bourgeois Marxism’,and
that is why we also condemn
the WRP for their position
on Iran, Iraq, Libya, etc
and also their activities and
policies in British politics.

Even though the Iranian
comradesin their letter have
pointed to somefactsexpos-
ing the true nature of the
Tudeh Party, Fedayeen

was not “merely” told 1
could not sell SO alongside
Militant supporters, but
received a very confused
phonecall which said I could
not sell papers under the YS
name, After a few hours this
was taken back by another
YS member.

Dave’s letter says Welwyn
and Hatfield YS does not
have any Militant speakers as

Class Fighter are in the
majority. Our YS does not
have any Class Fighter
speakers as Militant are in

(Majority), CP, WRP, IMG
and RCG abouttheir taking
sides with either bourgeoisie
or petty-bourgeoisie, and
have emphasised the need
for independent organisation
of the working class, they
have also made somecritical
mistakes.

Firstly, the analysis has”
equated armed struggle with
terrorism, and then con-
trasted it to popular resis-
tance or mass uprising. This
is wrong. Armed struggle is
only part of the resistance
movement and its aim is to
break the atmosphere of
terror and repression organ-
ised by the government.

So it is not the main and
only tactic adopted by the

out?
the majority.

As for the paragraph on a
YS member from Woolwich
doing the deadly crime of
tampering with the minutes
book,all he did was add two
words in pencil at the
bottom of a list of sugges-
tions for future meetings.
The two words were ‘gay
liberation’ which they
obviously found very offen-
sive.

All things considered I do
not think our YS has been
too hard doneby.

LINDA MOULSDALE

Marxism and
armed struggle
John Kelly (Writeback, last
week) exposes the paralytic
Parliament-centred politics
of the Militant with a neat
comparison of a quote from
Militant and a quote from
Trotsky.

But he also adds a quote
rejecting the ballot-box ‘road
to socialism’ from Provision-
al Sinn Fein — implying
that though Militant are not
really Marxist, the Provision-
als are.

I think that another
couple of quotes would be
in order to balance the
picture.

“Here then is the
immense difference between
the socialist republican and
our friends the physical
force men.

“The latter, by stifling
all discussions of principle,
earn the passive and fleet-
ing commendation of the
unthinking multitude; the
former by insisting upon a
thorough understanding of
their basic principles, do not
so readily attract the multi-
tude, but do attract and
hold the more thoughtful
amongst them.

“It is the difference
between a mobin revolt and
an army in preparation. The
mob who cheer a speaker

THETRANSITIONALPROGRAM FOR
SOCIALISTREVOLUTION
LEON TROTSKY

referring to the hopes of a

physical force movement
would, in the very hour of
apparent success, be utterly
disorganised and divided by
the passage through the
British legislature of any
trumpery home rulebill.

“The army of class con-
scious workers . . . strong in
their knowledge of economic
truth and firmly grounded in
their revolutionary
principles, would remain
unaffected by any such man-
oeuvre and, knowing it
would not change their
position as a subject class,
would still press forward
resolute and undivided, with
their faces set towards their
only hope of emancipation

(Connolly)
“Marxism is quite far

from the thought thatarmed
conflict is the only
revolutionary method, or a

panacea good underail con-
ditions. Marxism in general
knows no fetishes, neither
parliamentary nor insurrec-
tional.” (Trotsky)

COLIN FOSTER
London.

  

30p from Socialist Organiser, a

28 Middle Lane, London N8
 

revolution: organisations,
and everybody, even the
bourgeois Bani-Sadr, knows
that it cannot replace the
popular uprising. (Read his
letter to Khomeini).

Secondly,a‘mass uprising
does not necessarily mean a
progressive movement. It is
the nature of the movement
that we should be concerned
with. So it is mere populism
to quote: “But the point is
that the Mojahedeen do not
want amass uprising ...”

Thirdly,on what grounds
do you assume that they do
not want a mass uprising?

They do want it, but
under their own leadership,
and this is where the com-
munists should put their
own proletarian alternative
to thatof the Mojahedeen.

Lurch
This they can do by dis-

tinguishing and showing
differences between Bani-
Sadr and’ the Mojahedeen
both in terms of social and
international relations as
well as exposing the Moja-
hedeen leaders’ lurch to the
right in order to attract and
bring those existing revolu-
tionary elements inside the
Mojahedeen under a com-
munist platform.

Fourthly, it is very easy,
even for a Marxist beginner,
to quote: “Indeed the vacil-
lating social forces, ie. the
petty-bourgeoisie, must
make a choice one day,
between the working class
and the bourgeoisie”, and
then go on to say ““Mojahed-
een have madetheirchoice”.

Comrades! Communists
are not narrators of the
events. Your duty is to
interpret and analyse the
situation in order to change
it.

What have Komala,
Peykar and Unity of Com-
munist Militants done in
order to change this unholy
alliance except labelling and
branding the Mojahedeen
organisation — as a whole
and not just their leadership
— as ‘petty bourgeois’, ‘bour-
geois democrat’, etc?

Why should they seek-an
alliance with you when with
such positions you repel
them towards Bani-Sadr?

What attempts have you
made to unite the left and
make a proletarian alterna-
tive, let alone attract the
Mojahedeen towards you?

Democratic
Fifthly, we are

astonished that you call
yourselves supporters of the
Unity of

|

Communist
Militants as we believed that
they were more democratic
and if those comrades had
written suchaletter, after
the sentence “the existing
revolutionary Marxist forces
like Komala, Peykar and
the Unity of Communist
Militants”, they would have
at least put an “etc.” or
would have mentioned
others such as OIPFG
(Minority), Organisation of
Communist Unity, Rahe
Kargar, Left Unity, Razman-
degan, Independent Working
Class Movement, Nabard
Communist Group,efc., etc.

Finally, as anxious Iran-
ian students in Britain about
the happenings in Iran, we
are always happy to help
comrades in the publication
of their translated Iranjan

cummunist literature
so long as it further fortifies
the class struggle in Iran and
elsewhere.

Long live international
solidarity!

Long live

_
proletarian

democracy!
Longlive socialism!
SOCIETY OF IRANIAN

STUDENTSIN LONDON
(LEFT PLATFORM)

—  



 
    
  
  
  
    

   
    
    
   

 
 
  
 
   
   
  
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
   
  
 

Stand
against
the

|monarchy
WHEN reading “Where We
Stand” in last week’s paper,
I was reminded of Engels’
critique of the Erfurt pro-
gramme of the German
Social Democratic Party (at
the time the. leading
vanguard party of Marxism),
specifically on the question
of themonarchy.

Engels considered it vital
that the party should be
clearly seen as republican,
saying “After all it is incon-
ceivable that our best people
should serve as ministers
under a Kaiser.”

.

The SPD only declared a
républic in 1918 because
they were scared thatif they
didn’t Karl Liebknecht and
the Spartacusbund would.

The British monarchy is
serving the capitalist system
well as an opium for the
masses as shown by the
Silver Jubilee and the Royal
Wedding.

And, of course, with the
monarchy is the House of
Lords, that Tory watchdog
of the system. The abolition
of both must be included in
our platform.

Socialist Organiser has
itself recognised the absence
of republicanism from the
Labour Party. We mustfight
against it, and the illusions
thatcause it.

Comradely greetings
CHARLIE SARRELL 

THEreactionarieswhoare in
favour of racism and nuclear
bombs have hardly a_ toe-
hold in rock culture.

.The reason is obvious
enough. .Rock music is
largely the concern of youth
so to a great extent it
reflects the present
consciousness of youth.

—When it comes to racism
and nuclear war — which
the overwhelming majority
of young people are definite-
ly against — these views are

expressed in rock music.Television’s so-called dis-
cussion rogrammes are
notorious for having as their
‘members of the public’
participants a bunch of
middle class white idiots.

So I was amazed watch-
ing ‘Devil’s Advocate’ (ITV,

«Sunday 4 Octaber) to see as

mGay Rights
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A Manifesto thatleaves out
sexual oppression

JOHN SHIERS contri-
butes the Labour Cam-
Paign for Gay Rights
cofumnthisweek.

THERE WILL be much
argument on the left about
whether the recently pub-
lished book, “Manifesto. A
Radical Strategy for Britain’s
Future” does, or does not,
constitute the beginnings of
a transitional,
strategy and thebasis for the
policies of a
Labour government.

socialist

left-wing
One issue which will

hardly be discussed is the
exclusion of any strategy in
the short or long term, for
ending discrminationagainst
lesbians and gay men and
establishing the precondi-
tions for gay liberation.

In the book, the words
“lesbian’’, “gay”, even
“sexuality” do not figure at
all in the index. Homosexu-
ality is mentioned in passing
once, with reference to the
liberal reforms implemented
by theWilson government.

This presumably means
the private members bill,
introduced in 1967 by Leo

‘Abse, which the Labour
Government generously
‘found time’ for. It legalised
male homosexual relation-
ships provided they were in
private, over the age of 21
in England and Wales but
not at all in Scotland and
Northern Ireland and not in
the armed forces or the
merchant navy.

The whole purpose.of
the legislation was to toler-
ate those men who,by 21,
had become“helpless cases”
so long as they “did it” in ©

private and didn’t “flaunt
themselves” in public or
encourage others in their
“perverted ways”.

It rigidly upheld the
superiority and normality of
heterosexuality and contin-
ued to perpetuate the
conspiracy of silence

the participating audiencea
genuine, lively multi-racial
audience of unemployed
youth who were (to an
extent) able to speak freely
their own minds. At the end
of the programmea series of
votes was taken and a
massive 90% majority voted
in favour of stopping all
racist organisations and their
literature.

And on the nuclear war
front the Tories have
deemed fit to launch what
they describe as a “propa-
ganda war” against, presum-
ably, people who want to
avoid nuclear holocaust.

According to the Tory
rag, the Daily Express, such
views are even “beginningto
find favour with the public.”

This campaign, follow-
ing on from the disastrous

surrounding lesbian sexuality
which was the reason why
lesbian relationships were
not criminalised in the first
place. Homosexual equality
was the furthest thing from
the minds of our enlighten-

|ed liberal reformers at this
time.

Considerable effort is
made in Manifesto to recog-
nise that the labour move-
ment, traditionally,has been
predominantly white and
male dominated. It recog-
nises that there must be
positive action to redress dis-
crimination against ethnic
minorities and women.

Encouraging greater
involvement in the Labour
Party and the trade unionsis
also seen as a priority, as
the following passage shows.

“The Labour Party of the
future must adopt again a
class strategy and accord a
full place to the groups of
people who mostfeel them-
selves oppressed by the
shape of the post-war society
— especially women, ethnic
minorities and the elderly.

“These are just as impor-
ant as the male manual
workersand dissident middle
class who have hitherto com-
posed the main strength of
theparty.”

(Manifesto, pp.118/9)
Disregarding whether

“the shape of post-war
society” can be regarded as
the primary elementin these
oppressions, it is clear that
the authors do not consider
it affects lesbians and gay
mensignificantly enough for
us to be included as one of
the groups accorded a full

Jace in the newly invigor-
ated LabourParty.

The central problems of
all this is that the left, as a
whole, with a very few not-
able exceptions such as Ken
Livingstone, simply does not
understand what sexual
politics is all about.

Civil rights for sexual
minorities, which is what

:flop known as the Spring
Offensive, is to be known
as Nott’s (he’s the Defence
Secretary) Autumn Offen-
sive.

It is to be primarily
aimed at young people who
no doubt will still march
in their hundreds of thous-
ands on the CND march on
October 24 despite the
media being, filled. with
Soviet threat scares.

Even so, the Tories may
well have the mass media at
their finger tips but one

thing they can’t do is organ-
ise rock concerts which
catch the imagination and
creativity of youth. This is
left to campaigns like Rock
Against Racism and No
Nukes Music. Both have
planned impressive autumn
concerts.

8

not seem important when
compared with major struc-
tural inequalities like those
between classes, races and
the sexes.

.Yet “gay liberation”was
the first political expression
of the current wave of gay
self-organisation in Western
Europe, and the USA, and
remains the goal of lesbian
feminists and the radical
wing of the gay male move-
ment, even if the means by
which this is seen as being
achieved have changed.

Kock Against Racism is
now putting on the ‘Anger
on the Road’ tour which is
coinciding with this year’s
Right to Work march onthe
Tory Party conference in
Blackpool. The concerts are
free to people on the dole
and only a couple of quid to
the rest of us.

Reggae
The excellent reggae

group Aswad headlined the
first gig at Manchester Poly
on 10 October, and along
the route there were many
other concerts featuring
local groups and the better-
known Mo-dettes.

In fact you might stili be
in time to go to the eve-of-
the-rally-show at Biack-
pool’s

-
Squires Club on

gay rights implies, just does 
Gay Liberation was

always about a lot more
than gay rights and links

Friday October 15 with
Coup de Grace,Column and
Zero Sounds before the
lobbyitself starts.

Elsewhere, No~ Nukes
Music is gathering a reputa-
tion via local gigs, badges
and a newly launched (and
very good, too) fanzine
called ‘Rebel with a Brain’.

Also, two concerts to
help raise money for the
CND march are being held.
Birthday Party and Maxi-
mum Joy are playing the
Brixton Town Hall on
Saturday October 16 and the
day before the marchitself,
in London, the Gang of
Four and Theatre’ of Hate
play the Rainbow.

P.S. More detailed infor-
mation on RAR and NNM
coming up shortly!

very directly into the social-
ist feminist current of the
women’s liberation move-
ment.

It is the failure of Mani-
festo to develop a socialist
feminist analysis in relation
to the oppression of women
which is not only closely
connected, but actually
accounts for its silence on
the question of gay oppres-
sion.

There is no account in
the book of sexism, beyond
a statement of the persist-
ence of massive discrimina-
tion.against women, rein-
forced by the State through-
out society.

Providing equal oppor-tunitiés for women,if neces-
sary by positive discrimina-
tion, and removing all dis-
criminatory laws and pras-
tices are seen as the actions
a left Labour government
must take to advance
women’s rights.

Important as taking these
actions quite clearly is, they
are only the beginning, not
the end. Without a strategy
to attack sexism and the
processes through which
gender roles are created and
reinforced through the
family,education, the media
and culture, male dominance
will not be removed from
society.

This is the insight of the
feminist movement that the
left ignoresatits peril.

It is also the key to
understanding what gay
liberationis all about. We are
working towardsa society in
which: heterosexuality, as an
exclusive sexual orientation
is no longer coerced onto
girls and boys by a social-
isation process which at the
same time as it creates
“masculine” and “feminine”
personalities through gender
roles, makes human sexual-
ity procreation-centred by
teaching us only to eroticise
the opposite sex unless
‘somethinggoes “wrong”’.

To live together as equal
human beings we need to be
able to love one. another
regardless of our gender and
part. of this includes the
capacity to eroticise our own
sex.

Gay liberation, then, is
ultimately about a society
where heterosexuality is no
longer compulsory, where
gender no longer shapes our
capacity to relate emotion-
ally and sexually to other
people and where, therefore,
the labels this society uses to
define and channel sexual
and emotional capacities —

“homosexual”, “‘heterosexu-
al”, “bisexual”wither away
because they are no longer

needed.
Achieving “gay rights”

for the “gay minority” is,
therefore, just the beginning
of a long process, just like
achieving “women’s rights”
through the meansoutlined
in Manifesto is just the start
for women’sliberation.

Manifesto’s model of
transition to socialism and,it
seems, socialism itself, is
uncritically hetersexual —

family oriented as the
concluding chapters of the
book make clear time and
time again.

Women, having got their
tights, are presumably now
happy to build democratic
socialism in partnership with
their husbands. Lesbians and
gay men are consigned to
their ghettos somewhere
else, well away from the
children.

Perhaps we may even
have been benevolentlygiven
our legal rights in the later
‘phases of the transition
when. there’s time between
all the otherpriority issues.

If I sound angry,it’s not
becauseManifesto is a partic-
ularly bad book. I probably
agree with far more of its
general economic and polit-
ical strategy than the aver-
age reader of Socialist Organ-
iser does.

Integrate
It’s becausewe in thegay

movement are tired of
always having to literally be
present in a room for you on
the left to ever take our
needs and concerns serious-
ly.

“Soft left”; “hard left”;
Bennites, Trotskyists, liber-
tarians: it’s the same old
story. The body of theory
and action which has emer-
ged from the socialist femin-
ist current of the women’s
movement and the gay liber-
ationist current of the gay
movement continues to be
largely unread and ignored
by the mainstream left.

Tacking us on at the
bottom of a long statement
aboutall the groups who will
be liberated by socialist
revolution isn’t enough. We
want you to integrate an
awareness of our oppression
into your theory and polit-
ical practice.

Will there be a strategy
for the achievement of
feminism and gay liberation
in your next manifesto?

(Manifesto: A Radical
Strategy for Britain’s Future
by Francis

.
Cripps, John

Griffith, Frances Morrell,
Jimmy Reid, Peter Towns-
end and Stuart Weir, Pan
paperback,£1.95.

¥SECOND-CLASS:MWS  
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“BUILDA FIGHTING 

is
TuesdayOctober 20 at

7.30 pm
Speakers

Alan Thomett
(TGWU Deputy Convenor
BL CowleyAssemblyPlant

in a personal capacity)
Rachel Lever

(Secretary,Women’sFight-
backCampaign)

Dr Johnson House
Colmore Circus,
BIRMINGHAM

LABOURAND THE FIGHT
FOR JOBS

 
 
  

     
  
 

Alan Thornett -

MickWoods (St Mary’s
Hospital Occupation Com-

mittee)
MaureenLeigh,Islington

CLP   

  NATIONAL
YEDWORKERS

MOVEMENT
NationalConference

31 October-1 November
GoldsmithCollege Student

New Cross, London
Full detailsavailablefrom

Leicester UWU,c/o 52,
WyvilleRow,Leicester

Tel:0533-898324

  
    
  

  
 
 
  

 Anti-Apartheid
Movement

Conference: Sunday
November 1, 10 to 5.30
at Westminster Cathedral
ConferenceCentre, Mor-

peth Terrace,SW1.
Open to all AAM

members: details, AAM,
89 Charlotte St, W1.

  
  
  
  

   
 

 
 
 
  
  
   

 

 

 

  DEMONSTRATION
“Stop thedeportation of

Nasreen Akhtar
Saturday 17 October

Assemble 2 pm at
Church Stile,behindTown

Hall

 
   

 
 
 
 
  
  
     
 Rochdale
  

 Highgate/ArchwayAnti-ApartheidGroup
Workshop on Southern

Africafor beginners:
Monday19 October,at
Archway Development
Education Centre, 173

Archway Road.
Film programmeat Jack-

sons Lane Community
Centre, Archway Rd,
N6: Tuesdaysat 8pm,

tel. 340 5226.

  
 
    
 

LAMBETH SOCIALIST
ORGANISER

EducationalProgramme
October 25: Labour Theory

of Value
November 29:
Revolution.
December 20: The Russian
Revolution
January 31: Stalinism.
February 28: The Origins
of theLabour Party.

All meetings start at
7.00 pm. For further details
phone 609 307 1.

State and

  

JOHN HARRIS

UNION BLACKING in support of the Liverpesl typists”

  
  
  
 
 
 
    
  
 
  
  
 
 

  
 
 

a Cowley
a strikers

| return
by Bill Peters

and Princess tracksat theBL

ed last Friday after dismissal
notices had been sent out to
the 750 workersin dispute.

The strike, over the loss

lay-off agreements, was very
militant, with a large picket
maintained on the gates
throughout.

Despite the militancy,
however, the strikers were
split at a mass meeting last
Thursday, when the AUEW
Executive issued an order in-
structing their members —

about one third of the strik-
ers — back to work.

.
Although the mood of

the meeting was strongly for
 

 

strike has now resulted in 50 suspensions from theTreasary
Departmentof Liverpool City Council.

As management moved in last Friday to suspendithe38from various departments, 500 other Treasury
struck for the day. They have now returned te werk, but the
50 are stillout and receiving full pay from theunion.

The typists themselves received 2 big beest whea they

started getting full pay from the unien this week. But a
heped-fer link-upwithworkers from the Parks and Gardens
Department failed to materialise when they settied their
claim witheuttaking strike actien.
__

Pressure on Liverpool City Council te settle the dispute
is new mounting and it may beeaty a matter of time before
theyare forced to make concessieas.

CHRIS ERSWELL

Times: war on
jobs stepped up

IF anyone at Times News-
papers had illusions that the
defeat of the Sunday Times
machine minders was over
pay differeiifials, they were
rudely disabused within
minutes of a return to work.

Almost simultaneously
with announcements that
the dispute had beensettled
on terms which gave Rupert
Murdoch complete victory,
Murdoch announced that he
wanted wholesale —_job-
cutting throughout the pro-
duction departments
including 50% reduction in
some areas.

The dispute has shown in
miniature the problems that
workers fighting to preserve
jobs and living standards
have in combatting their
ownofficials.The settlement
— in reality a complete
and utter defeat — was
drawn up by the NGA
leadership and delivered by
Len Murray, the TUC
general secretary who has
never been on a day’sstrike
in his life.

It was served up to a
chorus of anti NGA_rant-
ing from Owen O’Brien,
   
  

  
   
  
  
   NATSOPAleader Owen

O’Brien gave hardly-conceal-
ed encouragementto the
Times bosses

 

NATSOPA general secre-
tary.

The machineminders had
gone into dispute over pay
differentials over the
NATSOPA machine
operators. But what was

really at stake was manning
fevels. NATSOPA members
had been given a pay rise as

part of a deal involving job
cuts, and the NGA chapel
had refused to accept cuts
among its own number.

Chapel
To win back the differ-

ential might have been the
aim of the chapel, but its
significance was that Rt
would have meant a pay rise
without selling jobs. It was
for that reason — and not
becauseof any fears of feap-.
frogging — that motivated
the Times’ management
stand.

The machine minders
never threatened a strike —

but merely threatened to
work to contract,a step that
would have lost the Sunday
Times a large number of
copies. It proved a dangerous
hesitation.

The chapel seemed taken
aback by the suddenness of
the management decision to
suspend all staff; a move

relying on the divisions
between the chapels and
between the unions at
nationallevel.

Rabbits
But if the chapel was

taken aback, their officials
were popping up on TV
screens. like

_‘
frightened

rabbits. The deal thatwas

struck between NGA leaders
and Murdoch allowed only
for tripartite taks between
Murdoch, the NGA and
NATSOPA. Not only would
NATSOPA have had an

objective interest in siding
with Murdoch in these takks,
but it was reported that

Murdoch had already
secured the agreementof the
NGA leadership that the
talks would not lead to any
more moneybeingpaid.

Even as the chapel rejec-
ted the deal the members
made it tragically clear that
they were about
defeated. They were

prepared to accept the deal
’ but not to allow their FoC,

Vic Dunn,to sign it.
When the settlement was

finally agreed, Len Murray
was an extra signatory and
Dunn was forced to write to
Murdoch saying he had
authorised NGA officials to
sign on the chapel’s behalf.

He said “We have an

acceptance that the chapel
will begoing back with some
sort of dignity.” That was

nottrue.
As a symbolic gesture,

rubbing in the defeat, the
Times published a facsimile
of Dunn’s signature to illu-
strate the story of the
chapel’s defeat.

The dispute is significant
not just for opening the
way for several hundred
redundancies. A clause

threatening to suspend all
staff if any section went into
dispute had been one of the
main aims of Murdoch
during his first talks with
theTimes and Sunday Times
chapels.

He had dropped it in
theory only to implement it
in practice. Now he says he
will immediately sack the
next section which
challenges his edict and ask
the rest of the workforce to
scab.

What have the unions to
say in reply? Len Murray
was anxious to deny that he
had. discussed withdrawing
theNGA members’cards but
it makes little difference
whether he did or didn’t.
Either way he was
Murdoch’s most effective
negotiatingweapon.

The NGA officials;
including close CP sympa-
thisers proved themselves
completely imcapable of
standing up to Murdoch.

If it was Murdochthreat-
ening the sack, it was the
union officials who became
the guardians to police the
deal.

   
 
 

  
 

by Clive Bradley
  

 
 
  
 
 
 

THE CAMPAIGNis building
up to make the Laurence
Scotts dispute official again.

Both the Manchester area
Confed and the Manchester
North District AUEW are be-
hind the strikers. As we go
to press, it seemslikely that
the Final Appeal Court on
Thursday 13thwillmake the
workers’ actionofficial.

If this occurs, the strike
will gain new life. Strike pay
will be resumed, and the re-
sources to carry outessential
actions such as picketing at
the Doncaster plant will be
made available again. The
crime is that the dispute
should ever have been made
unofficial.

 

THE NINE-day old strike by
workers from the Acclaim

Cowley Assembly plant end-

of a day’s pay in breach of

MAKESCOTT
STRIKE |

OFFICIAL!
 

 
 
 continuing the action, conti-

muous pressure from the
platform for a return to
work eventually split the
meeting, which voted by 2
majority of only three to
continue thestrike.

The split vote, and the
AUEW instruction,was more
than enough to give Edward-
es the’ cue to send out sack-
ing notices. An emergency
meeting was called on Friday
afternoon to make a collect-
ive response to thesackings.

__There clearly had to be
either a good majority for a
continued strike, or a return
to work on Monday mom-
ing. The convenors urged a
Tetum to work, and the
meeting eventually voted to
go backby a majorityof two
to one.   
  

‘The role of certain union
leaderships is still bad. At
the last ASTMS NC to
discuss thequestion,Jenkins
argued that theLSE workers
had ignored the advice of
their own union and were
influenced by “outsiders”.
ASTMShave used the small
ness of their own numbers
in the dispute to argue that
they have no influence.

A conference has been
organised to build support
for the LSE workers within
the labour movement. This
will be on November 14 at
UMIST and wil be open to
all LSE supporters. This s
important and should be
used to build Manchester
wide action against
redundancies.

  
  
 
 
  
 

 
 

 
   

 

Chapple strikes again!
“THE Executive Council's
policy of closing lodges and
branches has not been in the
best interests of the member-
ship and should be rever-

This resolution, from the
North London Lodge of the
EETPU, was carried at the
union’s conference thisMay,
but a litttle thing like that
doesn’t stop Frank Chapple.

The North London
Lodge has now been singled
out as one of thefirst fo be
closed down in a new round
of attacks on left wing
branches.

The lodge, run by lay

 

officials, will be split up and
many of its members placed
in an ‘industrial lodge’ run

by a full-timeofficial.
Many glaziers in North

London will be shoved into
the Catford lodge on the
southern outskirts of
London.

Chappke’s aim is simply
to stop the members being
able to have any say in their
union — especially if they
are left wingers. North
London’s secretary Tom
Painter explained “‘It is pro-
gressive lodges such as us
which are closed while so-
called moderate oneslike the

plumbers lodge in South
Londonare left alone.”

Another victim of
Chapple’s axe is to be the

‘Central London
tricians) branch,already sus-

pended for refusing an EC
diktat to pack out Labour
Party bodies with his hand-
picked right wingers. It is set
to be merged into a 16,000
member super-branch, again
run by a full-time official.

But Central London has
already shown that Chapple
can be fought. Its campaign
against suspension has
already won growing support

(elec-_

from the EETPU’s member-
ship, fed up at bemg
deprived of them rights.

’ “The job that militants in
the union have now is to
bring together all the Jodges
and branches faced with the
axe into a campaign that
can stop Chapple destroying
our union.

Our Lodge was told “Tt
will all be over by Christ-
mas” — they said that im
1914 about the First World
War!

by a memberofEETPU
NorthLondonLodge
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by Lol Duffy

THE third in a series of one-
day strikes took place last
Monday throughout British
Shipbuilders. The strikes are
being supported by all the
BS yards apart from a major-
ity of workers in certain
unions in the Vickers ship-

- yard, Barrow.
The unions involved

include the Boilermakers,
the Joiners and the GMWU.

Despite appeals at mass
meetings in Vickers last
week by the Shipbuilding
Negotiating Committee and
the stewards, the majority
still decided to turn in even
though a picket has been
mounted by stewards in
the affected unions and
other unionsin the yard.

Vickers have been told
that 400 jobs will be lost in
the yard by the end ofthis
year, :

The national overtime
ban is 100% solid. On the
Tyne mass meetings were
held when it was heard that
BS plan to get rid of more
jobs in ship repairing if the
action continues.

The mass: meeting
decided to keep on support-
ing action, At a time when
workersare suffering massive
cuts in living standards by
the Tories, the one-day-a-
week tactic was seen to be

SPEKE
AXED
BL announced today that
they intend to’ close the
Speke Number 2 plant with
theloss of 900 jobs.

As yet there has been
no reaction from the unions
apart .from proposals ta
discuss.

Speke No. 1 plant closed
two years ago.

JOBS!
affecting the workers as
much if not more than BS.

Obviously strikes will
affect the workers but they
should be fought to win and
not be used as excuses by
national officials who can
see no way out for Robb
Caledon in Dundee.

The way things are, the
one day strikes can go on
for a long time without
much result except for grow-
ing antagonism from the
shop floor, especially near
Christmas.

Atkinson, chairperson of
BS, has said that he expects
the action to peter out by
Christmas and he could be
tight unless the action is
stepped upto all-outstrike.
In fact it could be sooner.

Some people who want
the action, or at least say
they want the action to
succeed, say that it would.
not be possible to get the
support from the shopfloor.

If this is true then the
present action is doomed to
failure. because no-one can
go on losing one day a week
and overtime indefinitely
and they would be in a
much more demoralised
position if the call for all
out action came after any
lengthyperiod.

Robb Caledon workers
have occupied their yard to
stop them being forced on
the dole.

If they don’t win then
all yards faced enforced
redundancies.

The strike must become
all-out action until BS with-
draw theenforced redundan-
cies.

Support needs to be
sought from other industries
to put pressure on BS and
the government to stop their
vicious attack on our jobs.

to save jobs
by Stephen Corbishley
“OUR STRENGTHis that
we have the factory, the
machines,and a warehouse
full of Staffa motors’.
That sumsupthefeeling of
the 220 engineering work-
ers now in control of the
Leyton factory. The Amer-
ican owners had planned to
shut it down over the next
year and a half.

Since September29th the
400 staff and engineering
workers at Staffa Ltd, man-
ufacturers of hydraulic
motors for the mines,
docks, and building indust-
ry, have been fighting for
theirjobs.

The owners, Brown and
Sharpe, took over Staffa in
1979. Within a year they
had sacked the convenor,
the deputy convenor, and
four other stewards, and
persuaded another40 work-
ers to take voluntary red-
undancy.

DOCK
STRIKE
LIVERPOOL dockers began
an indefinite strike on Mon-
day overa staffing dispute.

While unloading a ship
the cargo collapsed and the
stewards requested four
more men to help out in the
unloading.

Management said’ they
would allow two more men
on thejob but not four.

The unions and manage-
ment have an agreementthat
jots can be stacked up in
cases of cargo collapse but
management refused to
budge on two men even
though seven had been sent
home unpaid on the night
the sH® wasbeing unloaded.

This is -in tine with
management policy of
massively reducing the work-
force and getting more work
from the numbers they have
left.

jHelp us make our

Everything seemed set
for a bosses’ victory.

In order to take advant-
age of a £4 million Govern-
ment handout, promises of
rate relief, and a £5,000
employee subsidy, the Am-
erican owners also wanted
to get rid of the union and
move to a ‘greenfield’ site
in Plymouth.

Suspicions
The company refused to

discuss with the Greater
London Council an exactly
similar package of cash
handouts that Plymouth
was offering; and the stew-
ards’ suspicions grew that
the company was not ser-
ious about negotiatingover
anything but redundancy
money.

The occupation started
when a mass meetingof the
engineers voted five-to-one
to reject a redundancy
package offering twice the
legal minimum plus £1,000
per man. On Friday Octob-
er Ist, management were
kicked out ofthefactory.

Since then the company
has been making every
effort to get a repossession
order from the Courts. The
staff accepted the advice of
their ASTMSofficial and
moved out of the factory;
but the AUEW members,
after listening to their
district officials, made their
own minds up, and stayed
In,

The court will decide on
Friday 16th whether to
instruct the occupiers to
move out, or to postpone
thedecision.

On October 13th the
Staffa workers lobbied the
AUEWExecutive at Peck-
ham demandingtheir act-
ion be made official. They
have already had long talks
with Laurence Scotts work-
ers, and are in no mood to
trust the AUEW leader-
ship.

They aim to build up
support from the  well-
organised sectors of the
trade unions who work with
Staffa products.

Staffa motors are essent-
ia] equipmentin all mines,
and the NUM©should
immediatelyblackall Staffa
replacement motors,
spares, etc., and ensure
that the Coal Board buys
no more Staffa motors until
the workers win their de-
mands.

Over 70 per cent of out-
put is exported, and dock-
ers could give vital support,
too.

Onefeature of the occu-
pation is the discovery of
documents from Hay Com-
munications Ltd, Gros-
venor Gdns, London SW1,
which have been used to
train managementand pro-

vide them with all the ans-
wers theyneed

__ including
to questions that theshop
stewards never considered
asking.

Deception
The sophisticated pack-

age of deception was de-signed to enable the man-
agers to push through the
transfer to Plymouth.-Messages moneyto ChrisNewson, AUEW Strike
Committee, 39 Somers Rd,
Walthamstow, E17. And
Socialist Organiser readers
in the AUEW, NUM and
T&GWUshould be raisingthe question of blacking
Staffa products.

 
 
Swindon
victory

A militantsit-in strike by 87
AUEW members at a smaili
plant in Swindon has won
reinstatement after two
days.

They had walkedout on
strike in defence of their
convenor, John Hackett,
who was suspended by man-
agement at Kembrey Wiring. *

Management immediately
sacked the whole workforce.
Butin the face of the occup-ation of the plant they
climbed down. Hackett,
however, remains suspended
on full pay pendingtalks be-
tween AUEW officials and
the company.

 
 

 
  
  
      
      
   

GLENCROFT:NEED
FOR NEW MOVE
by Stan Crooke

THE September edition of
the National Union of
Hosiery and Knitwear
Workers Journal contained
the text of a speech made by
Jim Mortimer, former chair-
person of ACAS, to. the
union’s annual conference.

Mortimer, on thebasis of
his own experience,
criticised the inability of
ACASto force employers to
recognise unions in their
workptace. At Grunwick,
George Ward, the firm’s
owner, simply refused to
co-operate and then com-
pletely ignored the ACAS
decision in favour of the
workers.

Yet at Glencroft Knit-
wear in Glasgow (where 15
women were sacked over
two months ago for joining.
a union), the union leaders
are still pinning their hopes
va ACAS.

There is a real danger
that the whole momentum
of the dispute will be lost
before ACASeven meets.

Already the scabs arebecoming much moreaggres-
sive towards the pickets.
They have been running to
the police with fairy tales
about pickets attacking them
at the busstopetc., with the
result that police visited one
of the pickets at home about
thisalleged incident.

And the scab lorry
drivers are taking less notice
ofthe picket lines than ever.
Previously they usually made
their deliveries round the
back of the building to try
and avoid the pickets. But
now they go straight across
the picket lines. The most
frequent breakers of the
picket lines are the Knoll
Spinning Company and Sal-
ford Van Hire.

Yarn
Knoll provides the yarn

to keep the firm in
operation. It is a subsidiary

of Parkland Textiles (based
in Albion Mills, Greengate,Bradford), a conglomerate
which includes computerservices, pension trusts and
other textile and clothingfirms amongst its.other sub-
sidiaries. The container loads
of yarn from Knoll are
delivered by Salford Van
Hire, which operates from
Sherborne Street, Manches-
ter.

Levy
This makes new initia-

tives (a NUHKW weekly levy
to finance the dispute,
immediate blacking at the
airports, “secondary picket-
ing” of Knoll and Salford
Van Hire, mass moblisations
for the picket lines, etc)
more urgent thanever,

Donations to Glencroft
Knitwear Dispute, c/o
NUHKW,44 KelvingroveSt.,
Glasgow G3 7RZ.
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  THE threatened strike by.
58,000 workers in BL Cars
looks likely to be on for
November |.

Last Friday, a convenors
conference voted  unani-
mously to back the strike
call which has been made by
the Joint Negotiating Com-
mittee, following Edwardes
3.8% offer.

On Friday of this week
mass meetings in every plant
will be asked to support the
recommendation. A vote for
strike action appears to be
certain.

There hias been4 startling
and quite unique display of
militapcy from from the top.
At the Friday meeting
GrenvilleHawley,theTGWU
tight wing national officer
for the car industry, shot
down a suggestion from the
EETPU fora secret ballot.

He told those who were
worried that bonus
payments being made. in
some of the plants would
undermine militancy that
the bonus would “melt like
snow in the midday sun once
the reviewis over.”

It is a very accurate state-
ment but causes some
confusion when it comes
from someonewithGrenville

Hawley’s track record.
It certainly produced a

militant response at Satur-
day’s combine committee
meeting.

Delegates known in the
past for their moderation
were talking about “burning
down the factories if we
don’t win” and “fight to the

FUND
£812 so far this month doesn’t look too bad for the
Fund. But it points towards a shortfall of nearly £404
on our £2,000 target for the month and to avoid
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Socialist Organiser’s efforts at the Labour Part
conference — witi a dail:; briefing and a fringe meet

ing — gota warm response from delegates and visit
ors, who put £43 into a collection on the last day o

Conference. But that £43 didn’t go very far towardg
the full cost of accommodation, paper, ink, fares,
meeting rooms some £300 in all.

With the BL strike approaching, we'll have to

make another major effort sending comrades round
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phonebills.
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Send donations to: Socialist Organiser, 28 Middi¢
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last drop of our blood”.
Edwardes, meanwhile, is

making his moves to try to
contain the situation.

He has announced the
closure of the Speke No. 1
plant which mainly makes
body sub-assemblies and
panels for the Mini, the
Coventry Engines No. 1

by Dettie Clinton

October 19 marks a new
stage in the fight to main-
tain services at St Mary’s
Hospital, Harrow Road,
Paddington.

The workers in the
London Ambulance Service
are defying their manage-
‘ment’s instruction to hait
the bringing of patients into
the hospital from thatdate.

The Area Health
Authority and the Minister
of Health plan to use the
closure of casualty to ambu-
lances from the 19th to get
rid of over 100 beds, shift
workers out of the wards
and continue the vicious
path towards

_
eventual

closure. ‘

The ambulance drivers’
convenors in the North West
District have sent out a letter
to all ambulance stations,
making it clear that the only
conditions in which they will
refuse to bring patients in
are if the power is cut off:
if there is no medical cover

in casualty or nursing care.
or if there are no theatres.

Othergrounds will not be
accepted by them as reasons
for not bringing patientsin.

And the St Mary’s
workers are calling for2

plant and the Alford and
Alder heavy axleplant.

Together these closures
lose 2,500 jobs .

The management hand-
* out on the closures arrogant-

ly points to therecord of the
plants concerned which,like
MG Abingdon, have almost
strike-free records.

mass picket at the hospital
gates from 7 am onwards on
the 19th.

The ambulance drivers’
stand is the vital action
necessary in support of the
steps already being taken
inside W9.

Section after section of
workers have refused to be
intimidated or to go along
withjob loss and speed up.

Determination
Domestics. auxiliaries,

nurses and sisters have
shown their determination
to carry on the fight to save
this acute hospital which
serves mainly the deprived
inner-city areas of Padding-
ton and North Kensington.

Junior doctors at their
mass meeting last week also
pledged. that they would
continuc treating the
patients that will be brought
in, and tocal GPs are organ-
ising to see What support

  

They say that despite this
“The harsh economic facts
of high fixed costs have led
to the conclusion after a
very careful examination of
all other possibilities, that
there is no alternative to
their closure.”

Closures
The closures are not con-

nected to the wage review in
terms © of|management
planning. As far as BL are
concerned, the closures
would take place whether
the 3.8% offer is accepted or
not,

They have been tactically
introduced now in an
attempt to undermine the
strength of feeling for the
strike.

As far as BL workers
are concerned, stopping the
closures is tied right in with
the review. If Edwardes
successfully_imposes the
3.8% it.will be very difficult
to fight the closures:

But if Edwardes is beaten
then those strikes could be
used to stop the closures.

Edwardes is also consid-
ering a company-run postal
ballot, but it is unlikely that

they can give.
A mass turn-out on the

19th is vital to develop the
fight. If W9is isolated it will
havelittle chance of success.

In the way that
Grunwicks represented a

general fight for unionisa-
tion that captured the imag-
ination of the trade union
and labour movement,so St.
Mary's can be the successful
focus of the overa: iight
against the cuts.

A victory now is within
our grasp to defeat the Tory
plans to mutilate the wel-
fare state.

A conference is being
planned which can discuss
and put into action the
policies needed to. save St.
Mary's as the first step in
defending health care

_
in

London and nationally. Get
your union and Labour
Party branches to sponsor
this conference and let's
turn the tide now against the
Tories.

Preparing
for action

THE LEYLANDAction
Committee — a group of
BL workers, mainly in
Cowley and Longbridge,
fighting for a militant
alternative to the bur-
eaucratic official trade-
union leadership — play-
ed an important role in
getting the £20 claim
adopted.

An LAC bulletin, out-
linirfe the issues and
explaining’ why BL
workers should steer
clear from any claim
relying on the bonus
payments, got a good
response in the factories.

Now the LAC will
have crucial work to do
in preparing for a strike.
An LAC meeting has
been.called for next

Wednesday, 2Ist, and a
new LAC bulletin is
being discussed.

Contact the Leyland
Action Committee c/o
194 Dawlish Road,Selly
Oak, Birmingham 29.

Availablefrom 194,
Dawlish Road, Birmingham,
29 (send sae).

he will go ahead, since he
would be likely to lose.

Once the strike goes
ahead its problem will be
oneofpolitical leadership.

Isolated

Like the steelworkers last
year, the official leadership
will want to keepit isolated
and contained, in order to
avoid a mass movement
developing against the
government.

The reality is that BL is
the key to the public sector

ganiser Alhiance, 28 Middle Lane, London N8, anu printed by East End Offset (TU) Registered as a newspaper with the GPO.

ily represent the views of theSocialist Organiser Alhance.

pay round, If the 3.8% is’
imposed on BL it will be
used by other leaders in the
public “sector to duck the
issue.

.

BL. workers, therefore,
|

must win and they must get
the backing. Ford and Vaux-
hall workers should join BL
once the strike begins,
making a strike of the bulk
ofthecar industry.

Public service workers
should not sit back and wait
for their review dates to
come. up. They should join
the BL strike onceit starts. -

 
 

SUPPORT THE MASS
PICKET

From 7 am on Monday
19 October

:

Outside the Main Gate
Harrow Road, London W9|  


