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(CLAIMANTS AND STRIKERS 10p)

- BL WORKERS

by Alan Thornett

THE DECISION of BL Cars
Joint Negotiating Committee
to recommend an all-out strike

from November 1 puts BL
workers on a collision course
with Thatcher’s 4% public
sector pay limit.

Their call was in response
to BL’s insulting 3.8% offer,
tabled by BL’s chief negoti-
ator Geoffrey Armstrong last
Friday.

The decision goes much
further than the JNC had been
prepared to go in the past.

Last year, when they made
a similar recommendation,
they refused to name the day

of the action. When mass
meetings followed their
recommendation and voted

for strike action, they refused
to implement it and took a
second vote on the same offer
with a different recommen-
dation.

Now, they have named
November 1 as the date for an
all-out strike. which is the day
the currgnt BL contracts run
out.

Confrontation

The decision is of major
importance to the trade union
movement asa whole. A strike
in BL could trigger a confron-
tation with the Thatcher
government capable of sweep-
ing it from office this winter.

And their decision can
have a major effect in other
sections of the car industry
such as Ford and Vauxhalls
4s well as the whole of the
public sector.

-

Contrary to the illusions
created by the mass media,
BL workers are in a very
powerful position.  They
directly control the point of
production and the full effects

of the strike will be felt
immediately.
The effects will go far

beyond BL. Once the 58,000
workers in BL Cars stop work,
a very large section of the
engineefing industry covering
hundreds of thousands of
workers. is very quickly affec-
ted.

To implement the strike
call. the JINC decided tc-oigan-
ise a2 meeting ot convenors for
October 9 to seek endorse-
ment of their decision. This 18
to be followed by simul-
taneous mass meetings to be
held at 8 am on October 16.

|l ast year, the manipula-
tion of the BL vote and the
sabotage of the strike by the
leadership was a major blow to
the whole pay round and the
struggle against the Tories.

The weakness of the JNC
moves this year is its time
scale. To leave the action until
November 1 gives tirae tor the
FFrank Chapples and the Terry
Duffys to attempt 10 under-
mine the action.

e

..........

. The JNC rejected a move
from Chapple’s EE TPU to
go to a secrel ballot

At the JNC meeting itsclf
Roy Sanderson of the EETPU
pressed for a secret ballot.
When he was voted down, he
declared that the EETPU
would ballot their own mem-
bers unilaterally to decide
whether to support the action
Oor not.

Similar moves are afoot
within the AUEW leadership.
But it should not be assumed
that because Duffy and
Chapple have been successful
in sabotaging strikes in Bl in
the past, that they will be
successful this time.

The problem in heading off
the strike is the militancy of
the BL workforce. This
extends as far as can be seen,
to every plant and makes a
big strike vote on the 16th
inevitable. g

Clear evidence of the kin
of determination which exists
is the militant strike of assem-
bly workers from the Princess
and Honda Acclaim tracks in
the Cowley assembly plant,
now entering its second week.

It began as a spontaneous
response to the loss of a day’s
pay and the breach of the lay-

off agreement. It quickly
became a symbol of defiance
against a management

constantly on the attack.

The strikers have mounted
mass pickets of the plant every
day and a very militant meet-
ing of strikers on Monday
voted with only six against to
continue the action and step
up the pickéting to 24 hours.

It is one of the most
determined and militant
actions in the Cowley plant
for many years and is closely
linked to the pay review.

| ast Tuesday. management
circulated a letter spelling out
their reply to the trade union
claim. Tt -has simply enraged
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workers even more.

BL unions have claimed a
£20 increase across the board,
improvements in sick pay and
lay-off entitlements, a shorter
working week, and additipnal
holidays.

Edwardes has dismissed the
claim out of hand. Despite his
own recent 38% increase, he
has offered 3.8% on the five
grades, making the new rates
£108.60 for Grade 1 £99.55
for Grade 2, £97.60 for Grade
3, £89.70 for Grade 4 and
£81.60 for Grade S.

He has also offered to
raise the bonus ceiling from
£22 a week to £30 a week
— an irrelevant figure since
most workers see only single
figure bonuses.

But even such an increase
in the bonus ceiling is con-
ditional on the acceptance of
a ‘‘special team”
work study engineers to study

all jobs.
Shudder

After that a plant might
qualify for the mythical extra
£8. Having suffered for years
at the hands of ‘‘ordinary”
work study engineers, BL
workers will shudder to think
what a ‘‘special team’ of super
[Es would do to them.

The BL propaganda
machine says it 1S necessary
to be “lean and efficient™ in
order to survive. Yet on
Edwardes’ own figures, pro-
duced in his six-monthly
report to shareholders,
efficiency has gone up by 30%
over the past two years, and
wages declined dramatically .

This is what makes BL
workers so determined. They
know there will be man-
oeuvres by their leadership.

of super

.........
.............

A A S RN A5
.............................

O

They know there will be
threats from Edwardes to
close down the corporation if
there’s a strike. This time
they are at the end of the
road. They are prepared to
strike and to organise and to
meet the threats as they come

with militant action.
They know the strike will

not be primarily against
Edwardes - but against
Thatcher.

Once it starts it must not
remain isolated. BL workers
must fight alongside other
workers fighting for wage
increases in both the public
and private sectors.

Other public sector
workers affected by the 4%
limit must not sit back and see
BL workers fight alone simply

because they have a later
review date.
The lesson of the steel-

workers was that they were

left to fight alone.

The engineering pay claim
has been rejected and the
engineers have been offered
3 1% Their review date is the
same as BL — November 1.

Vauxhalls — whose review
date is now past — should
declare that they will come
out with BL. Ford unions
should coordinate their action
with BL workers.and not wait
for their review date on 23
November.

If such a fighting unity
can be built around a BL
strike, it will be very difficult
for the Tory government to
SUrvive.

More on BL
struggle — p.14

stooge

by
Andrew

Hornung

ANWAR SADAT has be
gunned down. Who kil
the President of Egypt we
not know at prese
Certainly there were enou
groups who had good reas
to want him dead.

The Arab nationalists
Egypt and the other states
the Arab world saw Sadat
the man who betrayed 1
Palestinian people when
signed a peace treaty w
Israel. Moslem fundam:
talists hate him for that a
in addition for his attacks
them within Egypt.

The latest of these ca
last month when Sac
arrested Moslem fundam:
talists, leaflers of the Cop
Christian church a
political oppositionists.

Imprisonment

The political opposit

within Egypt never I
many annels throt
whic press their ide:

the recent cra
: became virtusz
impossible to criticise

regime’s central polic
without risking immedi
imprisonment.

For the working class :
the mass or the urban :
rural poor, life had b
growing steadily worse sk
Sadat started asset-stripp
Egypt for the benefit of
imperialism and the oil 1
Arab states.

His infitah “open do
policy — his critics saic
should be translated “d
mat>” — led to the pene
tion of foreign capital wk
destroyed Egypt’'s ma
of political and econo:
independence.

After Egypt’s break v
the Soviet Union follow
the 1973 October ¥
Sadat’s face beamed up 2
from the newspapers, \
saw in him the model
what an Arab leader shc
be — reactionary, Sei
towards the west
prepared to be the stoog
imperialism. |

After his 1977 trip
Jerusalem he became
darling of the imperk
press.

Hollowness

Last month’s repres
forced a fever of criti
from western leaders °
idid not criticise his supr
sion of the big work
rising of 1977 as it exp«
the hollowness of their c!
that he was a democrat.

. No revolutionary soci
Ned a tear at the d
or >adat. But who will g
Whether it leads to
progressive development
Egypt depends on whe
the working class ¢
proves capable of taking
initiative and not leaving
next step to the military.
fundamentalist right or
luke-warm nationalist op
ition.

Background: see p
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million light years in-
diameter — was announced
simultaneously = with the
opening of the Social Demn-
cratic - Party’s- first confer-
ence., |

The hole is so huge that
no less than 2,000 g ies
as large as the Miky Way
could be fitted into it |
without touching each other.

~Vacuousness

Scientists have described
it as “extremely hard to
understand”,  since  the
density of matter within the
hole is about ten times less
than the overall average.

The SDP appears to
represent a similar void in
British politics. |

Within the SDP, policies
are about ten times vaguer
and further apart than in
other political formations.

The very existence of the
SDP is a novelty — and its

 substantial size a challenge

to its political rivals. |
And its range of top
‘stars’ have so far managed

block vote last night to
drive a coach and horses
through the Government
4% pay policy.

The blow came just as
St. Michael Edwardes,
the Saviour of British
Leyland, had put himself
once more into the breach
to hold the line "against
thousands of greedy work-
ers. - |

Edwardes told the BL
hordes that he could not let
them steal them bread out
of the sick and needy.

Militant

But all the same he was
prepared to let them have a
pay rise as high as 3.8%.

But just as Thatcher’s
Cabinet were preparing for
victory they were knocked
sideways by Royal Family
power. -

The royals had been
expected to back the 4 %
limit. Soundings had shown
a majority in favour in 16

out of ‘18 branches of the
family including the
Mountbattens.

But Prince Charles, the
most militant member of
the family tore up any
last vestiges of democracy
in that institution.

He cast his 1.2 million
votes solic}ly against thepay

limits. .

Then he awarded himseif
a rise of £3,000 a week —
nearly 1,000 times that -
offered to BI; workers.

A crisis session of the
Cabinet last night .onsid-
_ered the implications of the
50% pay rise.
Afterwards a spokes-
man said that the rise fell
within the = government
limits.~E#de Prince had a
rise of 100% but was
forgoing half his possible .
inerease. It was also point-

ed out that he had merried -

Abortion rights opponent Shir

to avoid colliding with each
other.

Its “‘policies” so far
announced are based more
on ‘antis’ than pros: they
are anti-unilateral disarma-
ment, anti-withdrawal from
the EEC, anti-nationalisa-
tion, anti-socialist and anti-

recently and had to meet
the cost of new clothes
for his bride.

But later BL negotiators
announced that their claim
had been altered to £20 a
week plus a £3,000 a week

‘marriage allowance’.
Single workers are claiming
a £2,800 a week ‘depriva-
tion of family life’ payment.

St. Michael said the
claim was preposterous.
““Money like this can only
be paid when we have
achieved our productivity
targets. Marriage cannot
be permitted by BL workers
until they achieve the same
productivity that Prince
Charles has got.”’

Flexible working

It takes several days
work for each BL worker to
produce just one new car.
Prince Charles however

achieves new cars frequent-

ly without working long
hours because of flexible

~ working arrangements.

It was also pointed out
that Charles’ mother was
_being forced to cut back on
social servives. Single-
‘handed she has provided a

 winter fuel voucher to 200

needy people in Windsor.
Now no new names will

i
e

ley Williams

be added to the list as the .

" current beneficiaries pass -
away, Mrs. Windsor said
last night. ~

N

communist.
But there are signs that

the SDP cannot continue to

survive simply on the

vacuousness of its policies —

and that even 300 million
light years might not leave
;oom enough in the Party
or

prudent provision to help
out one’s mother on. whom
thousands rely for employ-
ment, should not be a
source of criticism.’’

But red stewards in BL
seemed determined to

jump on the bandwagon.

Some of them were ludic-
rously claiming that if

there was money  for
Prince Charles then there
was money for them
too.

But St Michael said,
“I am confident that once
again BL workers will see

‘sense and that it is better

for the whole country that
they accept a moderate
increase. Prince Charles
does not come into it. If he

didn’t have a rise, his stan-

dard of living would fall.”’

* [s Prince Charles a
Militant Trotskyite? See
page 17.

Secta

LEADERS of the Trans-
Pennine March against unem-
ploymentl have decided not
to link up with the Right to
Work march on the final
stretch to Blackpool.

This decision by the
Stalinist dominated Commit-
tee, which is administering

this part of the TUC’s so-

called ‘Campaign for Jobs’,

is plainly motivated above all

by an attempt to Kkeep
marchers away from the
political influence of the
Socialist Workers Party.

| Cr'amp

In other words union

bureaucrats and Communist
Party members are prepared
to split and divide the labour

“movement in order to cramp
‘and inhibit discussion and-

thus . bolster. their ~own
political pesitions. .~ -

-l

both Williams and

MPs,

ST el At G
R R T

R,
R

TO’s friend William Rodgers

Jenkins to make their
careers.
There had to be problems

in a party built almost
exclusively on the personal
ambition and careerism of
individual MPs, bureaucrats,
intellectuals and  small

business people. | .
Out of its 66,000 mem-
bers there can be few who

do not have their eyes firmly
on an influential post in
local or central government
— and there appear to be at
least two determined would-
be Prime Ministers.

Hence the surfacing of
disagreements — over the
subscription rate necessary
to sustain Roy Jenkins in the
manner to which EEC high-
living accustomed him; over

the structure of the party at

local level and the need to
create sufficient prominent

posts; and — most significant

_ over the means of select-
ing the party’s leadership.

‘Patronage

Despite the  recent
opinion poll showing that a
large majority ' of potential

 Liberal/SDP voters would

favour David Steel as Prime
Minister, SDPers still regard

their chosen leader as the

future head of government
— with appropriate powers
of patronage. |

It is this which seems
most likely to polarise the
SDP in the coming period,
with the cronies of Roy
Jenkins insisting that the
leader be elected only by
while Shirley
Williams® hangers-on press
for a ballot of the whole

- SDP membership.

‘Meanwhile the confer-

ence charade continues —

ianism on the urch N

Socialist Organiser has
major political disagreements
both with the SWP (who
dominate the Right to Work
campaign) and with the CP
and TUC bureaucracy.

But in order to fight out
these differences our suppor-
ters will be participating in
both marches, and pressing
for the fullest possible
discussion on the kind of
policies and leadership neces-
sary to defeat the Tory
government.

[t is in the struggle for
united class action . against
the employers’ offensive and
the Tory government - that
workers can se¢

choose the way forward.

[t is revealing therefore |
that the Communist Party -

— despite their -mouthings

for “unity” - with “bishops . "
_and Dbosses during . the . PIOYT P
 People’s March, have now organ.sea

- with

political
differences in practice and

~1n econrerence -

THE .discovéry of a huge
v01.d in the middle of the
universe — a hole some 300

travelling from Perth to
Bradford to London in an

unconvincing  display of
decentralisation, while “dele-
gates” from outside L.ondon
moan that they know

nothing of how decisions

and policies are arrived at.

Mind you, the politics are
an added extra to a week of
luxurious living. The special
train laid on from London
for the tour, to Perth and
back is First Class through-
out: a return ticket was
priced at £113.

This price included meals
almost up to Roy Jenkins’

‘standards. The menus on the

way up consisted of smoked
salmon, chicken and ham
salad; gateau or cheesecake
] crteam; mint crisp;
chegse and biscuits; and a
quater- litre of Malmaison
house- claret, burgundy of
Moselle.

The SDP may not know

how to fill the gaping hole
where a Manifesto should
be — but all 66,000 members
know how to fill their own,
impeccably genteel, gobs.

.........

Shah’s friend David Owen

emerged as the saboteurs of
even a united march against
the Tory Party conference
in Blackpool.

Such antics offer no way
forward to the workers and
youth who seriously want 10
fight unemployment.

Tide

Instead main

the

attention should be focussed -

on stemming the tide of
redundancies and closures —
and combatting those union
leaders who obstruct such
struggles. The "occupations
4t . St - Mary’s - Hospital,

‘London and at Laurence .
Scotts point the way-. for.
‘ resistance  to - closures ~ = ..

and must be backed up by

- campaigns . for suppoiting

. .gtrikes and blacking -action.’
At the same time unem- .
ployed - workers - must “be
: “into-. the  -trade’

4 Pro

-~ ..

fight |
throughout the whole labour -

 Capitalism's

“c"re”

ONE of Australia’s richest
* men, mining tycoon Lang
_Hancock, has - come up
- with a novel solution to

one of the obstacles in

i  the way of his exploiting
Australia’s vast mineral
, genocide:
“I'm not talking about

wealth —

mass murder but curing

Qeople; in a miserable
situation.” His plan 1is

‘0 encourage all the
country’s Aborigine and
part-Aborigine people
to a rethote area of North

West Australia by making-

their social security
cheques payable there.
‘“When they get there, I
would dope the water so

that they became sterile

~ Pertect

Barry Prosser was beaten
to death in his cell in
Winston Green prison’s
hospital wing. The three
officers who went to his cell
sometime between 3 pm

and 7.15 pm, when 12

officers ‘were called in to
administer a sedative and
found him lying, unresist-
ing and groaning — i.e.

already dying from the

previous beating, will not
be sent for trial for murder.

Birmingham magistrates
decided there was insuffic-
ient evidence for a jury

" THERE’S no cause for

smugness though at the
anti-racist credentials of
our own government. A
Home Office circular on the

treatment of Rastafarian
- prisoners shows that racism

is just as rampant as ever
where it matters. After
comparing Rastafarianism
to  ‘‘Beatlemania’’ it
advises that there should

be no facilities for vising
‘ministers, holding services

or providing religious books
from public funds because
Rastafarianism ‘‘isn’t a
proper religion’’. Prison

governors may also insist
 that Rastas have their hair

cut, even if they wear long
plaits or dreadlocks. |

union movement anu bring

their weight to bear In the

fight for all-out action to
defeat  the - -j‘ob-slashing':

- Thatcher government.

"And a patient political
must - be  waged

movement for the adoption

‘of socialist policies and the
" building of a- leadership

b 1 . . . t L
. -.‘_- ’ . * £

-will get a

- magistrate’s

Yy,

righton, 1980. Unity is needed

and ' wouic breed them-
selves out.’’

No doubt his remarks
_ gel sympathetic
hearing from New Zeal-
and’s. Prime  Minister

- Muldoon who is in Austra-

lia for the Commonwealth
summit. Muldoon, who is
already none too popular
for his handling of the
South’ African rugby tour,
has shown just where his
racial views lie with his
comment on Zimbabwe’s
Prime Minister Robert
Mugabe: ‘‘When you've
been in the jungle for a
few years shooting people,
it’s a bit difficult for you
to understand.’’

crime

to convict, on the grounds
that the only eye witness
was a fellow prisoner who
had previously denied
any knowledge of the
event. The prisoner pointed
out that he decided to give
evidence only after being
moved from Winston Green
where he felt his life would
be in danger from prison
officers if he spilt the
beans. . .
" The case highlights
the impossibility of getting
a- conviction for murders
in prison or in police
custody, where the only
witnesses are likely to be

prisoners —  therefore
‘“unreliable’’ or fellow
policemen or prison

officers who .won'’t testify

against their mates. The -
refusal to
commit the officers for
trial in the Prosser case is
not unusual, according to
Tom Sargant, secretary
of Justice.

Crime writers often’ toy
with the idea of the ‘‘per-
fect crime’’. Perhaps
they’re looking in the
wrong direction — the
perfect setting would seem
to be a prison or police
cell and the perfect criminal
wears a uniform. ‘

i

L
for Blackpool 1981
able and willing to carry

them out.
 Neither the CP nor the

. SWP .offer such a fighting

perspective to the unem- .

~ ployed.

Socialist Organiser sup-
porters will- set out to con-
vince marchers that it is the
only way forward  against

the Tories.
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TORY Conference delegates in Blackpool next week
~ will find precious little to cheer about.

True there has — as Thatcher promised — been no
‘U’ turn. But neither has there been any let-up in
inflation, in the flow of bankruptcies or in the rise of
unemployment. The anger of youth on the streets
has erupted into riots that have made a mockerv of
previous years’ bayings for ‘law and order’.

So deeply is the British economy disjointed that
hallowed Tory sacred cows — the naval dockvards —
have wandered into Geoffrey Howe’s abattoirs: and
even those bedrocks of Toryism, the shire counties,
are in revolt against Heseltine’s latest plans to impose
a straitjacket on local authority spending.

On the political front, the upstarts of the SDP
have begun to make inroads into disillusioned Tory

voters.

Small wonder in the midst of such chaos that a
‘growing group of Tory MPs — in an apparently more
and more organised fashion — are beginning openly
to challenge Thatcher’s rigid monetarist strategy, and
call for measures to ease unemployment and stem
the tide of closures and recession through increased

government spending.
Ted Heath and

posts.

Thatcher has no intention of changing course.
Her cabinet is a demolition-squad cabinet, recruited
on the basis of a willingness to mutilate the social
services in the pursuit of profit. -

But to complete such a task, and to inflict the
cut in working class living standards needed to raise
the level of profitability, the strength of the trade
unions must be confronted, and a defeat inflicted on

the working class.

Enter Norman Tebbit, a neolithic Tory who
believes himself ordained to smash up the unions.
Tebbit’s notion is to kill two birds with one stone —
prepare the ground for war on the unions, and
placate the blood lust of his party colleagues in

Blackpool.
Tebbit

Dear Friend,

My name is Monica

Culbert and for the past

three years and three months
my husband Michael has
been in a Northern Ireland

PIisOI.

I am thirty-one years of .

age. I think 1 can describe
myself as a sensible, practical
woman who for the last
three vyears has learnt to
cope alone: to adjust to
bringing up our two sons,

Roy and Michael; to be able

to do my teaching job

properly; and to visit my

husband and work on his
behalf. Yet again today I
cried after speaking to
Michael on a visit.

Maybe it was his sickly

pale complexion or his life-

lessness or perhaps it was the
fact that 1 sensed he was so
upset at more of his friends
dying, but seeing him like
that today brought back so
clearly into my mind all the
reasons for the blanket
protest and, now, the hunger
strike.

f Brutality

There,are times especially
now during the sorrow and
trauma of the hunger strike
that one forgets why these
‘men took this drastic step.

‘One forgets the brutality,
~ the beatings, the degradation
and the humiliation which
~ the first

started from .
moment they were arrested.

These men, including my

husband, never received

what

normal protections enjoyed
by the accused in an

] former Heath government
ministers are prominent in this attack — which sig-
nificiantly is gathering strength only shortly after
Thatcher’s purge of ‘wets’ from leading ministerial

seems certain to announce a new
package of legislation to be introduced by the

is commonly recog-
nised as the due process of
law. They were denied trial
by jury and most of the

government,

Most important is the proposal
unions of their immunity from being sued by
employers for damages as a result of strikes called

before procedure is exhausted.

American or English court.

Michael was sentenced to
life imprisonment on the
basis of a single policeman’s
testimony in a special court
known as a Diplock Court.
‘Diplock Courts’ were set up
in the wake of the British
government’s
abandon internment without
trial — a decision that
was forced by the immense
weight of international and
internal pressure.

Veneer

Diplock  Courts  are
simply a veneer of juris-
prudence to achieve the
results of internment by
more subtle means. That is,
their function is to ensurc

the imprisoning of political -

suspects who otherwise —
under the normal conditions
of a jury and rights to
evidence — would not be
convicted.

These courts achieve this
result by setting aside the
right to jury and depending
almost completely on the
testimony of policemen or
soldiers to  sympathetic
judges. Not only are these

courts allowed to accept
signed confessions of
dubious status (extracted

after 72 hours of uninter-
rupted interrogation at the
infamous Castlereagh
centte — where torture has
been officially admitted in
the past), but in some Cases

decision to

‘at  the

Linked to this is the plan to make it compulsory
to hold a secret ballot before a strike is called.

to strip trade

unionists.

mere verbal statements from
police officers.

My  husband has been
condemned to life imprison-
ment exclusively on the basis
of such verbal testimony

- from a policeman.

After months of periodic
harassment for his out-
spoken  republican  and
socialist sympathies, Michael
was arrested in May 1978
and convicted of alleged
involvement in the murder
of a policeman.

It was never maintained
that he was actually present
time (indeed, he
was teaching a school class
at the time!), but that he
had somehow been involved
in its planning.

The government in its
prosecution, however, did
not produce one, single
shred of evidence: not a
single witness nor even the
slightest bit of physical sub-
stantiation for their charges.

Rather what the judge
found so compelling was the
police accusation that after
five days of interrogation
and physical abuse, Michael
made a verbal confession.

- Farce
Michael  denies  this
vehemently, and in the

absence of any written con-
fession it became a matter

of his word versus that of ~
- conviction

one of his interrogators.
Watching all this in the

I remember
thinking that it was just a

courtroom,

farce, that there was no
possibility that any judge —
no matter how prejudiced or
sympathetic to the police
and army — could convict a
man on the basis of such an
allegation without evidence.

I was wrong . ..

When  Michael  was

- convicted he immediately
lodged an

appeal. This
appeal will at last be heard
on October 5 — after more

“ than three years. After his
also -

Michael
immediately went on the

Such measures are an unmistakeable echo of the
Heath government’s Industrial Relations Act of 1972
which .confined the immunities that had been
extended to the unions since 1906 to the handful of
unions that were prepared to register under the Act.

The immunities were restored by the Wilson
government in the 1974 Trade Union and Labour
Relations Act. But the final ¢wo years of the
Callaghan government saw growing attempts by
employers to find ways of using the courts to
prevent strikes or inflict damages payments on trade

Now Thatcher, egged on by Tory hard-liners and
encouraged also by the abject spinelessness of this
vear’s TUC Congress, appears to have decided to
launch the Tories once again on a collision ¢purse
with the organised labour movement. -

Closed shop

At the same time Tebbit is likely to propose
meaures to curb the closed shop — with legislation to
enforce hefty compensation to workers sacked for
not joining a union and to offer non-union members
the chance of a court order to prevent them being
sacked. “Union only’’ labour contracts often used by
Labour councils which in particular benefit direct
labour departments, will also be outlawed.

To introduce such legislation would be a further
‘declaration of intent’ by a government whose
consistent line has been to confront sections of the
trade union movement and rely on the union bureau-
cracy to prevent an all-out struggle. |

blanket and joined the so-
called ‘dirty protest’. -
Why? you may ask.
Basically it was because he
and the rest of the men in
the H-blocks and the women
in Armagh Prison are not

ordinary criminals and refuse

to be treated as such.

The English government
says that it will never grant
‘special status’ to the hunger

~strikers, yet all Irish politic-

al prisoners have been

 treated with special status -
throughout the course of
_their prosecution. .

They alone have bee

singled out for the special
status of Diplock jury-less
- trials; they alone are prose-
~ cuted under special laws; and

they alone

undergo the-
‘special interrogation’
political

reserved for

~ .

-~ - .
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‘the TUC leaders.

with ecstasy.

-

But' to impose punitive damages payments -
unions through the courts would be to go far beyo
the selective strategy of picking off one section a
time: if Thatcher is now prepared to press for su
legislation, it is a guage of the contempt she has |

For the Tory bloodhounds at Blackpool —
long fed on a diet of peanuts — the prospect
getting their teeth into some workers will fill the

But for the working class the latest attack und

lines the politicaf task ahead. | .
A new, revolutionary leadership is needed witl

MORTGAGE

That’s the

: : payments are up.
services will be squeezed harder by the inte:
burden. Higher interest charges will work througl
price increases everywhere. |
- Productive investment will
bottom. The latest business surveys show oI
books down and firms planning to cut investm
and increase redundancies.

picture after a four per cent incre

the labour movement; a leadership that is prepa:
‘to build action to confront and defeat the gove
ment and equipped with policies as the basis fo
‘real alternative, a workers’ government that Y
- establish a planned socialist economy.

% % % % %

Local cou:

remain at Ic

in bank lending rates over the last three weeks, f1

12% to 16%.

It’s good news for bankers and financiers. :

living standards.

struggle.

suspects at torture centres
like Castlereagh.

Michael is innocent and
denies that he ever made any
alleged confession. Perhaps
his jailers were particularly
incensed at their failure to
coerce a written confession
from him. |

It is a fact that 80% of

convictions at the Diplock

Courts are secured by ‘con-
fessions’s obtained under
‘‘nhuman = and degrading’
interrogation, and that the
courts boast a 94% convic-
tion rate!

If this figure seems a
little high, it is only testi-
mony to the efficiency of a
jury-less court system oper-
ated by the police.

Mirror search

Because these men and
women refuse to be classi-
fied as criminals, they have
been for the last four years
locked up 24 hours a day,
denied physical exercise,
fresh air, recreational facil-

ities, association with other

prisoners, and are subjected

‘to constant humiliation and

brutality.

Because Michael is on

appeal, he 1s allowed a 15

" minute visit each day for the

sole purpose of discussing
the appeal. Until very recent-
ly he had to undergo the
brutal and degrading ‘mirror
search’ of his body cavities.
He is always harassed coming
and going from visits, forced
to submit to
searches and questioning.

~ After several years of the
blanket protest the prisoners

turned toward their ultimate

weapon: the hunger strike.

- They took this awesome
~ step because all other roads

were closed to them, and

 because the English govern-

ment reneged on previous
negotiations and refused the

constant
| Allison.

the working class, it is another indication that
Tory government is still prepared to let this siu
go longer and deeper, with no attempt to restran
for the sake of raising the rate of exploitation.

- High interest rates and continuing
tion on one side, and the 4% wage limit on the ot
are the two jaws of the Tories’ squeeze on jobs

price in

BL workers have given a lead for a fightb:
Now the job of socialists must be to build unity .
to flght to bring all other sections of worl
pursuing wage demands out alongside the first

Monica Culbert

Diplock court victim: wite’s

appeals to the Briti
labour movement f
her husband - - sent
ced to jail for life o
the basis of a single
policeman’s word

reasonable demands W]
the men and women |
made for the rights of as
iation, civilian umforms
non-penal woik.

‘Special status’

.Michael’s appeal 1is
important opportunity

‘demonstrate to the Nortl

Ireland Office your al
over a ‘special st
criminal system that
convict a political disse
to a life term withot
jury, a confession or a s
of evidence.

Michael’s appeal is
the conclusion of a long
terrifying struggle by
family — it 1s our
chance to save him and,
your help, bring him he
Therefore 1 urgently ask
to send a telgram of pr
and concern to: Mr Mi
Allison, Minister for Pri

‘Northern Ireland 0)
Stormont Castle, Belfast
Heard

Please drop me a
after sending the telegr:
would be happy to ar
any of your queries, pr¢
more details about Micl
appeal or, in general, ex
why we — the priso

families — feel the str

inside the H-blocks st
be of great concern 1o
one who cares about
freedom of Ireland am
state of democracy
Britain. But, please, !
your voice heard to Mi

Thank
Monica Cu
73 Willowvale Av

. Stewartstown I
Belfa:

‘Michael Culbbn's appes
due on October 5, bu

" been postponed withc

date being set.
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IN 1979, the 29 million
people of Zaire ‘owed’ a
total of $4.5 billion in loans
and ‘aid’ from the imperial-
ist bankers and govern-.
ments. Then in May this
year, the IMF lent a further
$1 billion. . o
So Zaire's  debts are
bigger in relation to income
than for any other country
“in the world. It eats up
40 per cent of the exports
produced by  working
people in the mines, factor-
ies and farms, just to pay
the interest charges.
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| Huge profits

The interest payments
' _are part of the huge profits - -
' squeezed from workers’ =
. and poor peasants by the
- imperialists, who totally
dominate the - backward

- which raw material exports

?_' ed by. copper) cannot - pay

D S ¢ b JOAIEL A b ik o b O R e i o b "

economy of Zaire. Zaire 8 -

completely ‘dependent on -
loans  .to  pay - for.
vital imports of food, oil,
and manufactured goods —

(overwhelmingly dominat-

for. | o |
As the world capitalist
crisis deepens, exports are
being severely hit while
import costs are rocketing."
So the dependence on loans
tightens. And the rise in
bank rates adds even more
weight to the burden of
repayment. To meet these
repayments, the puppet
regime of Mobutu must
carry through greater and
greater attacks on the living
standards of the masses.
The Zairean masses have
always faced crushing pov-
erty under capitalism —
both in its old colonial and
new neo-colonial  forms.
The average annual income
of those economically active
is less than the weekly
wage of many workers in
* Britain — £100. .
Only 15 per cent of the

Break
silence
on NATO’S junta!

THE PUBLICITY now be-
ing given to imperialism’s
ouclear war drive should
not obscure the old-fash-
ioned methods of military
dictatorship now being
practised by NATO’'s
generals in Turkey. . -
Though Turkey remains
a vital storehouse for the
West’s ‘freedom-loving’
war machine, the minds of
its military ‘commanders -
have over the past year
been concentrated on the
enemy within. .
General - Evren, self-
proclaimed head of state,.is
able to impose his internal -
tvranny safe in the know-
ledge that no West Europ-
ean democracy will dare
speak out at the mounting.
repression. Instead they
cling to the straws cynically

44444444

SULKING PLANTS

PLANTATIONS o

RANCHES - o | SERTEIEEEE
Swle
Miw™ ,

" adults can read, or write

their names. Nearly 60
per cent of Zaireans will
never reach the age of 50.
For 29 million people, there
are 600 doctors. '
And the savage reality

of daily life for working
people is growing even
worse. Over the last few
years, the number of jobs
in mining and large-scale

'
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agriculture has fallen drast-

jcally. Food production has

been steadily declining —

“along with food consump-
tion.

This year’s wage rises
for workers have been kept
at 35 per cent, below even
the official inflation rate —
thus protecting the profits
of the imperialist monopol-
ies who (directly

or indir-

‘neighbours against

tha

thrown out by the junta

about an imminent return

to civilian rule and partic-
ularly the inauguration of
the National Security Coun-
cil’'s consultative assem-
bly set for October 23.

* Hand picked

‘The faith of Europe’s.
governments ~ will
tested despite the assembly
‘members  being !
picked by. the -military
- chiefs. Evren
~ the task of drafting a new
- constitution, declaring the -

-present 1961 version, itself
incorporating openly fascist .

not be

has set them

laws, as ultra-liberal.
~ Abroad, the Generals are

" demanding tougher meas-

- European

ures by their
Turkish

hand-

elsewhere

ectly) control mining, agri-

-~ culture, and processing
industry.. .
The Mobutu dictator-

ship, and the bureaucrats

% and capitalists in Zaire who

rely on it, receive hand-

¢ some rewards from their
‘imperialist |
Mobutu came .to power
‘thanks to the Belgian and
UN troops that were sent

masters.

in to crush the mass anti-
colonial movement which
had already forced Belgium

to grant formal independ-

ence. Today this butcher is
one of the richest men In

the world. |

But the regime’s terror

have been unable to smash
the courageous resistance
of the working people. Mili-

‘strikes in January this year.

INTERNATIONg

exiles who have been forc-
ed to flee and take refuge
outside the country. The
junta, which has already
imprisoned 100,000, has
produced a list of 14,500
wanted ‘terrorists’ and
is considering appointing
special security ~attaches

to its embassies in London
_and other European cities

to track them down.
" This background of clos-
er ligison between  the

~ Turkish military and secur-

Britain and
wh undoubtedly
_lies behind the ;ﬁpme Off-
ice . decision
Turkish politica] activist
Dogan Tarkan , political-
asylum in this country.

ity forces in

‘The fast-growing = cam-

paign in his defence must

be urgently extended '.t'o

refuse

ACTION

prevent the
claiming  yet
victim.
_ Save Dogan Tarkan!
Contact:
Dogan Tarkan, B
5965, London WCIN 3XX.

Turkey Solidarity Campaign

- and the crushing poverty

tancy and struggle are
growing, 'as shown for
- example by the mass.

junta from
another

Friends of
BM Box

NNy

were defeated by
arrests and execution of
militants. But the underly-
ing movement of struggle,
with the proletariat in the
forefront, has not been de-
feated. ' The . imperialists
gnise the dangerous

~«_.. THE Solidarity leader-

~ hard Stalinist-sect,.but fro
~the supposedly Trotskyis
- AWorkers’ - Vanguard - - of
" Saprémber 250 -
~ 7 Thelr
~ Golidaritv's  ‘‘open appeal
- tor '{ree trade unions’ in
 the Soviet block is both an

| The strikes themselves
mass

reco
instability of the regime in.
the face of mass anger and
action. They see the threat

" to their control, and there-

fore to their profits, and

they are looking for ways

- of ending this threat.

ship has the support of the
active majority of the Polish
proletariat.  Thus, the

threat of a counter-revolu-

tionary thrust for power 1is
now posed in Poland. That
threat must be crushed at
all costs and by any means
necessary...

“If the Kremlin Stalin-

ists, in their necessarily

brutal, stupid way, inter-

we will support this. And
we take responsibility in
advance for this; whatever
the iciocies and atrocities
they will commit, we do not
flinch from defending the
crushing of Solidarity’s
counter-revolution’’.

 Supposedly

This cal! for the crushing
of the Polish working class
comes not from some. die-

At e

. B - -

“aFginéent is that

arrogent (!!) provocation of
Viuscow and a declaration

P
.
-

‘vene mulitarily to stop it,

LY
BREE PN
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French troops to Mobu tu’s rescue in 1978

Already in 1978, they

RS — e pray——

- were forced to send troops

in to rescue Mobuty from
a developing uprising. Now
there are signs that they
may prepare for the re-
placement of Mobutu by a

- new puppet, in a desperate

move to head off mass
resistance. = -

Two possible candidates |

are the exiled ex-prime
minister Nguza, and the
current foreign
Lokumba. For the workers
and poor peasants, such a

—_—

Brezhnev

of ideological solidarity
with Western imperial-
ism’’. Further, Solidarity

calls for free elections, and

these, the  Spartacists

reckon, would give a major-

ity to ‘clerical-nationalism’.
- Infact the - Spartacists
. give-a grotesgue and revolt-

e

itate repressive action ag-

e

ot

ing twistothe idea that the

‘general “interests -of the

DR

orking ‘class may necess-

-sibility to ' prepare

- Wards |
~.vention. |

aid. .

minister,

change of dictators ‘would

not alter the daily reality

of hardship and repression,
would not lessen the burd-
en of repayments, and

would’ not remove the

threat of another imperial-

ist military intervention.

The Zairean working

people face not only the

puppet - bosses’ govern-
ment, but the economic and
military power of the inter-
national capitalist - class.

them  intheir struggleto
oppression. |
" The labour movements in
France, Belgium and Mor-
occo have a special respon-
and
mobilise against any moves
by their governments to-

’

And the labour

] They need the support and
 strength of the internat-
ional working class to help

overthrow exploitation and

int,er- '

move-

ments in all the imperial-

links with the Zairean

workers, to take action in-

support of strikes and other
struggles, and to take up
the question of loans and

- ist countries need to build .

it
N
¥

" imperialists channel into

Zaire is part of the profits

money must be used to

~ help meet the needs of the
people -— not the greed of
" the bankers and their
lackeys. - |

Martin Thomas |

“stolen by them from the
labour of working people
~ throughout the world. That

~

~ figure as the “‘defenders of

~ workers’ -interests’’, ag-

30p
~ plus
from
Socialist
Organiser, B
28 .
- Middle BB
‘Lane, ~ [ONES
" London S
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ainst *‘the active majority

of the Polish proletariat
jtself’’, fighting, with what-

ever confused ideas, for

workers’ control. =
 And so, on the pretext of

‘tough-guy’ revolutionary
realism, these sectarians
end up on the side of Stalin-

ist counter-revolution, ag-

ainst the developing work-

ers’ political revolution.

EEN A T
......

workers. {ike. scabs).’ _,In
their picture, the Polish
+nd Russian bureaucrats —

corrupt police-state rulers,:

‘close in their methods and
psychology to fascism —

LEON TROTS
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.....
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should go ahead. The out-
come of this vote -will be

“crucial for US military
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AT THE end of this month,
the US Congress will vote on
-whether Reagan’s

proposed
sale of AWACS radar patrol
to Saudi Arabia

strategy in the Middle East,
and powerful lobbies are

anged on both sides.

The. problem for the

“American administration is -

this: militarily and political-
" 1y the US is totally oommxt-“
- ted to support of Israel..

But economically the US |

“is far more interested in the
Arab oil states — who are
hostile to Israel. How car
one be
upsetting the other? -

armed withou

Tripled

In the first half of the
1970s, US arms sales in
the Middle East averaged
$£3.2 billion per year -
nearly one and a half times
the total sales over the
previous 15 years. Arms sales
nearly tripled -again from
1975 to 1979 to hit an aver-

age of $8.9 billion a year.

Paralleling this, in the

sﬁt half of the 1970s, US
ms sales in the Middle East
accounted for more than

half of the total US arms.

sales, while in the followir,
ha]f 'decade it rose to close
-on three-quarters of total
sales!
At the same txme the
region (which for mlhtaxy-
statistical purposes includes
Turkey, Greece, Sudan and
Iran) received nea:ly 90% of
all US military grants™ ahd
credits.

Of course, these sales and
grants were not evenly distri-
buted.

US imperialism’s special
relatlonshlp with  Israel
means that it gets huge
“amounts of arms — always
‘the latest and the best —
as well as vast quantities of
money in the form of grants,
loans, credits and waivers.

The last years for which

there are complete figures.

are the two years 1977-79;
in these years Israel recewed
- $5.200 million from the US
to finance military sales.

While the US has no
bases in Israel, there can be
no doubt that they could be
had for the asking . . and
for the right price.

Indeed, Prime Minister
Begin has Just.
Reagan- exactly. that

return for his denying the'-«-
Saudl Arabtans the AWACS, -
Minister -
- Weizmann has urged an

programme . of c L

Defence

_~extensive.
mlhtary co-operataon..

Istrael’s xmhtaty role\ in

the. Middte is - well-
known and whlle it is -not .
that 1t 1s .

VA sy Y aperarta WS T4 Y,

to the Middle
- extends

- of fered -.
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By Andrew ‘Hornu ng
Lebanon bring mild Iep'roof‘

from the US admmnstratlon

and even . brief hold-ups in.
arms deliveries, but in reality
US imperialism is 100% com-

mitted to military support of
Israel, including its general

pohcy towards Lebanon.
After the attack on Irag’s

"'nuclear plant it was revealed

that that too had been dis-

_cussed with US experts.

Israel’s role is not limited
East. It
into Africa too,
though this is a relatively:
minor theatre for Israel at
present. -

The  biggest military
political changes in the

. dedle East have. come from

the shifts in Egypt and in
Iran.

Iran was, until the fall of
the Shah, the policeman of
the Gulf and a huge arms

purchaser. In  February
1973, for instance, US
Defence Department

officials acknowledged that
Iran had contracted to buy
over $2.5 billion worth of
US weapons, the biggest
arms deal ever neg,otlated by
the Pentagon.

In May of the same year,
the Pentagon confirmed that
the White House had agreed
to sell advanced military air-
craft to Saudi Arabla “#nd
Kuwait.

At the end of August
Iran was invited to place
orders for America’s newest
jet ahead of even America’s
NATO allies. In October of

that year, of ~course, there
was open war in the Mlddle'

East.
Decisive

Iran’s role was decisive in
certain areas: its navy
patrolled the Gulf and the
Horn of Africa; its troops
were largely responsible for
the victory of Sultan Qaboos
in Oman over the Dhofari
national liberation struggle,
and its instructors trained
troops all over the Gulf.

In addition, of course,
Iran was the site of
numerous missile bases and
surveillance centres threaten-

| ing the Soviet Union and

monitoring developments

there.

The fall of the Shah there
and, to a lesser extent, the
Russmn invasion of
Afghanistan
imperialism’s network of
alliances and its military
power. Imperialism is now

in-  doing aH it can to make up. -
_ for this loss.". :

Begin (above) and AWACS plane

~ PIOXY.

weakened

_the' priz-e. for

One of the areas m WhJ.Ch
‘the US is developing a com- .

pensatory build-up is Egypt.
In fact Egypt

base points for aircraft — it
was used as a stop-over point

for Carter’s abortive attempt
.to retake the: US Embassy
hostages in Iran — and suI-

veillance facilities.” Egypt is
also being developed milit-
arily to enable it to inter-
vene in Africa as America’s

| Abonive

There is, of course, also
an internal dimension to the
strengthening  of the
Egyptian military. One
Pentagon official put 1t hke
this: |

“We took these steps to
enhance Egypt’s feelings of
security and to provide the
conditions under
Egypt may improve
economic and social condi-
tions. This combination of
measures is aimed at
strengthening Egypt’s ability
to deal with internal strains
that inevitably accompany
rapid development.”

The truth is, however,
that the “strams” in Egypt
are -not the rem}t‘ of that
country’s ‘rapid * develop-
ment’. Egypt is in fact
stagnant and getting deeper
and deeper in debt.

In any case, economic
benefits of American imper-
ialism’s relations with Egypt
simply don’t exist — unless,
of course, you are in the
arms business ot related to

— because, among other
thmgs interest payments on
US loans and other military
credit would amount to
$35 million more than the

" total sum of economic aid.

Tensions

The only “strains” that
are eased are the tenstons
between Sadat and sections
of the military, whom the

President hopes to appeas€

with bigger and better arms
and - a better life. Egypt’s
role in Africa will also give
these generals something to

do after the ‘“‘peace” treaty

with Israel is signed.

When the last phase of
the treaty is completed in a
few months, Egypt will
receive a massive arms trans-
fusion from the US. That’s

“peace”.

o According to an [Israeli
- official who participated - in-
~“the 1979: Blair House talks .
-~ “between Israel, Egypt. and

- ~the ‘USA, the: three powers -
- foresaw. ~ not
..alliance “but 3 Ioose division:

" of labour”, in which the-US ..
- .would supply the military .
© assistance .
. police: the Arab world and

= for Istael - to.. protect. the~
Sadat reglme agamst m1m~

.a - formal

Egypt to

’.-:J'..l
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now
p'rowdes the US also with

which |

making._

' orammes by

ended mvolvement

gy i.f.-f-w‘ 5 * g
o told that .the new
"treaty with Israe} ‘will lead to_ |

by 19850

~~sor confident’ is ]
3 that Saudi polrc;es will met

prosperity  as money 1S
shifted from military to
social expenditure. In reality
nothing of the kind is
happening, and they are
being asked to carry the cost -

of imperialist policy in the

region.
Imperialism

Despite Saudi Arabian
conservatism and that state’s
deep commitment to imper-
ialism, it has publicly refused
US offers of troops and
bases.

Nevertheless US military
involvement there is consid-
erable. Apart from supplying
vast quantities of military
hardware of the most
modern type — like AWACS
— the US is involved in
bulldmg military bases, train-
ing personnel and prov:dmg
maintenance and technical

- services.

A House Committee on
International Relations

‘report points out the close

connection between econ-
omic, mlhtary and ‘technical
aid:

“As programmes move
Jrom surveys to sales. 'to

maintenance  programfnes, -
American involvement
increases . . . and depen-

dence on foreign technical
help proliferates. Hardware
deliveries are followed by
software programmes
designed to co-ordinate and -

mter-relate weapons systems:

but software = pro- .
their very
require more- Open

£ 4

nature

Contract
Smce }965 the US Army

Corps of Engmeers alone has.

constructed ~ or ~contracted -

-»,for 3126 biltion: ‘worth- of~ .

© military  facilities, = with

aeo@thef:w bilﬁen pteieeted
“according -~ o«

current plans
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of US policies, that Saudi
Arabia has been allowed to
buy even more of some
kmds of advanced missiles

~ than Israel.

Apart from the fall of the
Shah, the biggest change in
the Middle East in the last
decade has been Egypt’s
sell-out to imperialism.

But even more impor-
tant changes could come
about if Iraq, which 1s
currently courting US imper-
ialism, breaks its ties with
the Soviet Union and goes
the same way as Egypt.~

Iraq’s failure to gain a
quick victory over Iran has
obviously  set back this
process: if Irag cannot police
the Gulf, it has little use as
a baxgammg chip with US
imperiabsm.
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- The US uses bases in the The idea is to use jumbo
jets to transport huge quan-
tities of men and equipment
thousands of - miles to
operate where there is no us
base.

The RDF strategy has
been made possible by the
most modern technology,
but the fiasco of Carter’s
attempt to. free the US
.Embassy hostages in Iran
shows that the kind of
military co-ordination and
SOPhlStlcatIOIl necessary for
even a small operation of
this type is still beyond even
American capability.

- On the other hand, the
US’s ability to fly in 10 000
tons of weapons to help the
Isracli Army in the 1973
war. points to the possibility
of a very big role for the
RDF. |

for refuelhng but there are
no US bases there.
Outside the immediate
area of the Middle East but
strategically connected with
it are the many bases and

and the 199 US-NATO bases
and listening posts in the
Mediterranean,

Washington learned a
bitter lesson when the Shah
of Iran was deposed: even
the most vicious military-
police dictatorship might
prove unstable.

Thus apart from Israel
the US feels it cannot com-
pletely rely on the counter-’ |
revolutionary forces in the
region itself. It has therefore
developed its own Rapid
Deployment Force (RDF)

FROM all sides the voices
of moderation have been
warning, advising and occas-
sionally losing their tempers
with the proceedings at the
Solidarnosc National Con-
gress taking place in Gdansk

N at the moment.

- Surprisingly enough these -

yoices of calm and modera- -
”t:on include ‘some of the
. leading functionaries of East
~- European states.

In  an interview in a
perlodlcal
the head of the-

Intematzonal News Depart- .

.__-;.;.ment of the Soviet Com-
.~ munist-Party came out with

= perhaps the. ‘most> open-
"endorscinent of Lech Walesa

.--and - the... poljtical.. line. he

- personil tes wnhm Sottda-r-
nosc.
Mr. Zam;annm sard

" "‘Lech Walesa has had.some .
Hdlff]CUH ‘moments. H 's. the

man of "’ moderate os:tlons

*and is very FinkKed:

become an obseacle for-ihe:
extremists like " Gwladza
RlﬂeWSkI “and™ ‘that “SeT-
fasmt -Bujak. These people
arent part of the wo;kmg d
elass : o |

~ the prize.

think -

“Rulewski and Jurczyk are se
‘unspeakably _monstrous: in-

- Moscow’s

-Pmdr 4ries. 10, -CORVEY- 1tsw -

sto-the - from.the.
‘ Cathohc Chutch, ‘He ha_s “at the.Congress openly lam-
1h basfed ‘what. he-. cangidered
to be- “Our greatest mistake
<2 -to -have, blows: the Soviet .
mepa(;e’* ‘out of all: propon .
“tion. ~THis. has ptoduced 2

propose 1o re]ect since it’s
impossible to know all of the
head of the Hungarian  factors which determine the
trade unions” Sandor  attityde of Soviet imperial-
Gaspar address you as “Dear  ism..
Mr Walesa” must surely take |

And as if all this praise
wasn’t enough, to have the

Jurczyk the runner up
to Walesa (he got 24% of
_the vote) also added a strong

Suddenly ‘Lech Walesa.
element of internal demo-

has become — if not exactly

the- darling of the Stal:msts.-_-. - cracy “his candidacy,
in Eastern Europe - at nnphcntly criticising Walesa’s
least the devil whom they ~ ‘dictatorial’ methods at

 decision-making — which on
- occasions has created. much
 jll-feeling - within. the. move-

ment. |
It was never in doubt

that Walesa — so identified
with . the emergence of the
‘new phase of mdependan

would actually win.
~VWhat . was: MW.

they - know and.
defmltely ‘preferable -to the
other candidates for the

Solidarnosc presidency.
These others — Gwiazda,

eyes that the.
epithet “‘fascist” rolls easily :
- off _the hacks’ pens, as

full horrorto ﬁsreaders.. thatr his -argin-of - victory
S was not parttcularly great.

Of _Walesa’s .~ rivals,  The combined vate of his

Rulewﬂu thas openly called -  three radical rivals was abowt-

*-for . - Poland’s _withdrawal . 40%. Walesa’s 55% may

have assured him victory —
but . it-was.also a clear warn-
ing by large sections of the
 movement =~  that past
urtdemoczaﬁe “and - concilia-
“tory. Qszcttces .will not be

automatuaﬂy -accepted. B
future in the name of unsty.

Warsaw Pact and

self-censormg whlch I
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' DEMOCRACY is a danger-
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the
inside the
have rocked the labour
movement to its very foun-
dations.

favour of

ous thing. It is described
in the Oxford Dictionary
as
people’’.
those at the top represent
the interests of, and are
accountable to, those whom
‘they
sounds innocent enough, so
why all the fuss?

‘‘government by the
It means that

represent. That

Yet, as everyone Knows,
democratic reforms
Labour Party

It is because it is a direct

challenge to bureaucracy,
the system which retains all
control in the hands of a
privileged minority, who
represent their own inter-
ests and not those of the

working class.

Nowhere is this more

true than in the TGWU
where the impact of the
reforms inside the Labour
Party have caused a deep
crisis in the union. |

It is certainly ironic that

the union which cast its

1% million block vote In
the Labour
Party’s democratic reforms

not only defends its unelec-
ted army of full time offic-

ials, but is completely
unable to conduct a simple
democratic procedure In
its own ranks even when
the issue is how to cast its
block vote on the new
democratic reforms them-
selves. |
Its delegation to the
Labour Party conference,

with powers to cast 1Ya
million votes under the new

reforms, 1S
the

democratic
unrepresentative in
extreme.

1t is filled out with
unelected national officers

together  with regional
officials and sponsored
MPs.

How they come to be
representing the union 18
beyond comprehension.

This may be ironic, but it
is not surprising. The

TGWU has never had a

democratic structure. Yet
its weight and influence
in the labour movement 18

crucial. .
It is a vast unon of

nearly two million members
in 16 different trade groups
and 11 Regions, making 1t

more like a TUC than an
individual union. |
Some of its Regions are
like large unions in them-
selves. The London Region
nas half a million members
‘and the Midlands Region
has
covering a vast industrial
area.

350,000 members

Stand

With such power, the
TGWU alone could, if it
took a determined stand,
decide the fate of govern-
ments. But that-power has
never been used. The union
is kept split and divided by
a rule book designed to
reutralise that very

h a state of affairs
is perpetuated through the
power and influence of the
vast network of unelected
officials and the lack of
any real way through which
the membership can
express themselves or
" The only full time official
subject to election is the

E Socialist Organiser, Thursday 8 October 1981 Page 6
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General Secretary, and he
or she (in reality, he) 1s
elected for life, under the
formula ‘‘during the pleas-
ure of the General Execu-
tive Council’’. This to an
alarming extent concen-
trates power in a few

. hands.

There were only five
General Secretaries
between the founding of
the union in 1922 and the
retirement of Jack Jones
in 1978. .

They were Ernest Bevin,
Arthur Deakin, Arthur
Tiffin, Frank Cousins
and Jack Jones. -

Since Tiffin was a sick
man and held office for only

ten months, it was In

reality four General secre-

taries in 56 years.

Ask a TGWU official
about this and he (it 1is
99.5%
he) will tell you that
the General Secretary and
all the army of non-elected
executive officers, national
officers, regional secre-
taries, regional officers
and district officials are
in fact responsible to and

controlled by their respec- -

tive constitutional commit-
tee . the merbers of which
are elected lav memders.

In reality the full time
officials effectively run the
union and are careful to
keep all the levers of power
in their own hands.

Full-time

Most committees ‘meet
once a quarter and discuss

certain to be a

e .
R

agendas prepared and
controlled by full-time
officers. Control of infor-
mation, apparatus, finance
and patronage usually
allows a General Secretary,
National  Secretary or
Regional  Secretary to
mould and control a com-
mittee to their own require-
ments. R

- Stamp

Indeed they are ready

and willing to use their

power and authority to

stamp on anyone who chall-
- enges their control.

The TGWU disciplinary
procedure is custom-built
for such action. -

In November 1977 myself
and 8 others of the newly-
elected leadership of BL's
Cowley Assembly Piant
were disciplined by a self-
appointed tribunal set up
by the Oxford District
Committee — with the full
authority of the Region.

The tribunal was com-
prised entirely of those
right . wingers who had
supported the unsuccess-
ful slate in the elections.

It was a blatant attempt
1o achieve through discip-
linary action what the bur-
eaucracy had failed to ach-
ieve in the shopfloor ballot.

We were. allowed no
rights whatsoever. Whilst
we were denied even the
-ight to call witnesses in
our own defence, the tribu-
nal called witnesses and
heard them in our absence.

S

Then they cross-examined
us on the ‘evidence’ which
we had been denied the
opportunity to hear!

. Wherr we successfully

- challenged the validity of
District = Committee

the
tribunal, we were charged
and summonsed before
an identical set-up under
the auspices of the Region-
al Committee. |

That we remain in the
union and in our jobs is
no thanks to the demo-
cracy of the TGWU but to
the consistent support of
the members we represent.

We put proposals to
change this disciplinary
procedure — an ideal

witch-hunter’s charter —
to the union’s rules revision
conference. Our proposals
were voted down — on the
recommendation of the
leadership!

Rule

The reason such a state

“of affairs has continued

for so long gets back to that
nasty word ‘‘democracy’’.

Perhaps the most urgent
issue facing TGWU mem-
bers within their own union
at the present time is the
reform of the notorious
methods by which the
Regional Committees,
national committees and
General Executive Council
are elected.

This issue is particularly
urgent at the present time
since nominations for the

~current biennial elections

~close on Octbber 15 and the

‘‘elections’’ will take place
in December. .
The rule book allows
two methods- of election,
by so-called secret ballot
or by an electoral confer-
ence in which a handful of
people decide on committee
members without the know-
ledge of the membership.
In this way 650 or so
delegates are elected to
the lay committees in the
union. In many cases the
meinbership are not even
aware that it is happening.

Ballots are under the
control of branches and
branch officers, but there
is no serious control over
them. Quantities of ballot
papers are sent to the
branch secretary who is
required to fill in the
results on a return sheet
and send it to Region.

There is no counting by
Region of either used or
unused ballot papers. The
ballot papers are unmarked
and unnumbered, the only
safeguard the rule book
calls for is a mark on the
membership card — which
is no safeguard at all.

The obvious looseness
of the system is often taken
in the TGWU as backdoor
sanctioning of  ‘‘block
ing’’ — which is specif-
ically barred under rule.
But since the system 1is
tailor made to accommo-
date block voting rather
than prevent 1t, many
branch secretaries probably
draw their own conclusions.

Jack Jones
Even the choice of name

— “‘block voting’’ — shows

an attitude. What is invol-
ved is not merely block
voting but ballot-rigging
— casting someone else’s
vote for them. |
Calling it ‘‘block voting’’
almost legitimises it —
since actual blockvoting is
a legitimate form of voting

-at many conferences.

Certainly ‘‘blockvoting’’
— or corruption, or what-
ever — appears to be wide-
spread in the union.

- Cast
In the elections in Region

5, four years ago, for

Regional Committee,
National Committee and

"GEC, Alan Law, a Regional

Officer and Secretary of
the massive 5/35 lorry
drivers’ branch in the Mid-
lands, personally cast all
13,000 votes allocated to
his members for the people
of his choice. |

When challenged by the
press he said he had ‘‘not
had time’’ to organise a
ballot and would do the
same again. To Alan Law
ht was the natural thing to

0.

In one of the large cars
branches in Cowley, mem-
bers were able to prove that
whilst only 2556 members
actually voted, the branch
secretary had returned
about 6,000 votes for each
of the three candidates he
supported.

Appeals to the Region
produced a fresh election,
but no action could be taken
against the right wing
offenders because of a
“‘technicality’’. The ‘‘tech-
nicality’’ was that all the
ballot papers, used and
unused, had been des-
troyed — contrary to rule
— as soon as the complaint
was made!

Everyone knows tht
ballot rigging is not viewed
seriously in the TGWU.
The only penalty for ‘‘block
voting’” is the disqualific-
ation of the branch vote!

Address

On top of this, even if a
proper ballot is taken, no-
one else knows who they
are voting for, since, apart
from the General Secretary

‘election, election addresses

are not allowed.

This means that even if
the ballot is democratic, the
members are confronted
with a baffling list of names
— most of which they

won 't know.

i e et

Thgy have no means of
knowing even elementary

facts about the candidates,
where they come from,
where they work, how long
they have been in the union
— let - alone what policies
they stand for.

The branch of which I
am president, the 5/293
BL Cowley Assembly Plant
“branch, has a long record of

fighting for democratic
reform, not just in words
but in practice.

For the past four years
we have introduced ballot
procedures into the plant
which go a very long way
towards a foolproof system.

We used this experience
in the resolution which we
sent to last year’s rules
revision conference.

 Stubs

We called for a new

system based on consecu-
tively numbered ballot
papers attached to un-
numbered stubs. The mem-
ber would put his or her
union card number on the
stub, sign it, and vote
with the numbered ballot
paper. ' |

The votes cast must then
equal the number of signed
stubs . This, when added
to the number of unused
papers, would have to
equal the total block of
numbered papers. allocated
to the branch. It is a simple
and effective system.

Post

Unfortunately our branch
had no delegate at the
rules revision conference to
press our resolution, —
since our ballot papers
were ‘‘lost in the post”’ and

the replacement papers
arrived the day after the
closing date!

We were told by Region

_ that since it was so import-

ant that rules were adhered
to during an election no
provision could be made to
receive our votes late.

To counter the loss of a
delegate we handed a state-
ment to each delegate
as they arrived at the con-
ference, urging other

delegates to support it. -

Now is the time to press
these issues again in the
unin.

Democracy is proving not
only to be dangerous but
infectious as well. From

the Lahour Party it has
spilled over into the unions

| 4
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— from who controls the
union’s block votes to who
controls the union itself.
We should take full
advantage of this. There
are a number of practical
things which TGWU mem-
bers can do now.
- M Find out who has been
nominated for the various
committees in your Region
for the December elec-
tions. Check their records
and make them known

amongst those you work

with.

- M Go to your branch and
raise the election. Ask how
it is going to be conducted
and how it will be scrutin-
ised.

B Ensure the rules are
carried out. Suggest safe-
guards to ensure a demo-
cratic ballot of electoral
conferences and raise any
malpractices with Region.
Pass resolutions
in your branch calling for
democratic reform. The
next rules conference is in
1986, but a lot can be done
without rule changes. The
Regions have the powers to
improve ballot procedures.
They have powers to pro-
duce election addresse
if they so decide. -

Such changes would
change the union from top

to bottom.  Already the
impact of the Labour
Party deputy leadership

election has -politicised

the union.

The policy of keeping the
union politically colourless
is being challenged. Top
officials such as Kitson
have had to declare where

they stand in a way they

have never had to do in the
past. Others like Ron Todd
have shown to be on the

left of the union. @
Elections in the union
would accelerate that

process. It would create

-new conditions to fight for a
leadership prepared to
defend the interests < of

the membership in a way
which has not been the
case before. =
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hospital workers, trade
unionists, local people and
other supporters who turn-

ed out on May 3rd to def-

end St. Ma?’s, Hospital
WS saw the determination

of the workforce to resist

the run-down.
- The lively demonstration

included banners from
branches of NUPE,
COHSE, ASTMS and

CPSA, as well as Trades

banners. The Hospital
Committee banner led the
way through sympathetic

BRRRR

All out Oc

Council and Labour Party

| |

shoppers who demonstra-
ted their support.

At the afternoon meetin
Ken Livingstone, the GLE
member for this area,
put the struggle at W9 in
the context of the fight
against the Tories, particu-

larly over local government
cuts. He assured the meet-
Ing that he was proud that -

>

Many readers tell us
they think Socialist
Organiser has improved
greatly since we went
weekly. And our circul-
ation bhas improved,
too.

But it could improve
a lot more if some of
the many readers who
like the paper, but only
take one copy for
themselves began taking
bundies.

We're offering
bundles of 5 each week
for 80p post free, and
bundles of 10 for £1.50

Dettie
Clinton

the GLC was in the rore-.

front of antagonising the
government. -
Geoffrer Eastwood,
NUPE full-timer, pledged
full support to the mass
icket and action planned
or October 19th when the
ambulance drivers are

goln? to defy their manage-
ment and coptinua bringing
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in patients. "As Dave

‘Norman, a steward fromthe

Westminster Hospital
ointed out, Bro. Eastwood
as never been known to

talk about supporting strike

action so much as he has in

the last few weeks while

involved in the St. Stephens
Hospital dispute. It will

be vital that this talk is

‘us make our
circulation JUMP!

Take a bundle

-

post free. That's £9.60
for three months for
bundles of 5, and £18
for bundies of 10.
Regular subscription
rates ‘are £4 for three
months, £7 for six
months, and £12 for a
year.
From:
Organiser,

Socialist
28 Middle

of SO to

Lane, London NB8.
Piease " make chegues
payable to Socialist
Organiser.
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translated into action o
October 19th. |
Ray Oliver of the COHSE
NEC gave his word that he
would now stronglz
recommend that his N
should back the dispute
and Ernie Brooks of

COHSE backed this up.
The most powerful
contributions,  however,

tober 19!

- Ptk ot

R

“~
L ou- ~b -

A

e

came from those who have
already:  been directly
involved in fights to save
hospitals, panlculaﬂ‘ the
speakers from St. Bene-
dict’s and Longworth,
who warned of the role of
the union leaders in these
disputes and demanded
real action to save this
vital general hospital. .

The day was rounded off
with sketches from the
Broadside Mobiie Theatre
and a disco.

The picket hut, which
was only put up that
morning, was immediately
under threat of being dis-
mantied by the police.
With the move to real pick-

~.eting to support the Ambul-

ance Service and to stop
the roemoval of patients,

‘this hut is vital to the suce-

essful organisation of the
pickets. The stepping up
of picketing is now a vital
part of the campaign to
save W9,

-Get your organisation to
take .one hour a week on.

Demand that your unio
gives financial support and
works for strike action on
October 19th. oy

ALL OUT ON OCTOBER
19TH!

“the picketline. =
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LLAST year, the Tory press
tagged the decisions of the
Labour Party conference as
‘Benn’s October Revolution’.
This year, some of them are
the Foot-
Healey-Kinnock counter
revolution has come.

This year’s ‘counter-revo-
lution® is like last year’s
‘revolution’ — a prematurely
definite description of some-
thing still unshaped and
unfinished.

But the decisions of
Brighton can prove to be the
point at which the tide turn-
ed against the Left — the
beginning of the ‘counter-
revolution’. Whether they do
or not will depend on how

the Left responds. |

Tony Benn said that the
vote on the deputy lead-
ership was an enormous vict-
ory for the Left. So it was,
despite the vote going ag-
ainst us in, for example,
NUPE, to draw so many
trade unionists into politics
was itself a great achieve-
ment. Once involved, they
will not stop at their present
political views. '

- A decision in principle

was made to set up factory
branches. Conference decid-
ed to fight the Tory cuts by
refusing cooperation at local
government level. A 35 hour
week was voted for. An
attempt by Weighell and
Sirs to bring back the pro-
scription of political tenden-
cies in the Labour Party was
not even discussed.

NEC blow
- Al thése are positive
achievements.

But that is not what the
fight that focused on the
deputy leadership contest
was all about. That was
about aceountability 1In

carrying out the new polic-

ies. -
By standing, Benn stop-
ped the soft left bog closing
over the new policies, to
digest them, transform them,
and gut their meaning so as
to accommodate the
entrenched Right.

In that struggle, the vote
for the NEC was a big blow.

Control of the NEC by

the soft-left/right-wing all-
jance is a major victory for
our opponents. It gives them
control of one of the

commanding heights of the

L L s

Party. It could | give the

stamp of legitimacy to all
sorts of dirty tricks against

‘the rank and file and against

conference decisions.

We need to face up 10
that fact immediately, so
that we can rally the serious
left to face the challenge.

In addition to the defeats
on the deputy leadership and
in the NEC elections, the
Left suffered other setbacks
at Brighton.

The decision on the Man-
ifesto means that what the
Labour Party will present to
the electorate as our alter-
native to Thatcher will be
Party policy as shaped, selec-
ted (and rejected) by the
people who ran and sustain-

the governments of
Wilson and Callaghan.
- Shift
Unilateral nuclear disarm-

ament was upheld, but failed
to get the required two-
thirds majority to become a
settled part of the Manifesto.
Foot himself (a founder
member of CND) made a
speech on Tuesday which
sgunded very like a first shift
away from unilateralism.
The three-year rule was
imposed by a S-to-1 major-
ity, with the NEC, however,
retaining the right to make

exceptions.

The conference voted to
stay in NATO.

After  Brighton, the

balance sheet of the struggle

that began during the life of

the last Labour government,
and has raged openly for the
last two years, would -now
look something like this.
The
massively Bennite (83% vot-

ed Benn for deputy). Sup-

port in the unions for Benn
is also tremendous,
where it is not a majority.

Advances

Despite the vicious anti-
Labour press, there has been
a regrowth of Labour Party

membership, by about 25

per cent,

Tremendously important
decisions have been taken
for democratisation. The
electoral college gives the
decisive say on who should
be prime minister, if Labour
has a parliamentary major-
ity, to extra-parliamentary

local Parties are

even
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forces. -
On the debit side, there is

the fact that the centre-right
control the NEC; the Right
controls the PLP; and the
TUC, of course, is the TUC.

Bureaucracy

The fact that the local
government Left has so far
shown itself unable to organ-
ise a fightback against the
Tories — the experience of
Lambeth and Lothian -—
must to some externt depress
the movement.

There is, as we in Social-

ist Organiser have argued, a
great political weakness in
the Left. The AES does not
add up to a credible working
class alternative to the Tor-
ies, or make possible a new
type of ‘Labour’ government

‘in Britain, a workers’ govern-

ment which really serves the
interests of the working class
and cuts against the interests
of the ruling class.

The Left is not adequate-

'ly organised. The women’s

sections remain  feeble,

though growing fast. The
youth remain under the

control of lifeless sectarians

around the mis-named ‘Mili-
tant’.

_ The basic reason for our
setbacks at Brighton is clear.
The Labour Party, with six
million individual and affil-
jated members, encompasses
an enormous chunk of
British society: it cannot be
easily transformed. Within it,
the unions — which mainly
means the trade union bur-
eaucracy — wield a decisive
role.

But the trade union bur-
eaucracy is one of the basic
pillars of conservatism in the
labour movement and in
British society. As long ago
as the 1920s, Leon Trotsky
truly said that the British
state itself could not stand

without the trade union bqr-
eaucrats being one of its

pillars.

They provided the crucial
support for the Wilson and
Callaghan governments until
Callaghan kicked them away
and provoked the 1978-9

winter of union struggles.

Voice

After that, they felt their
interests lay in securing an
increased voice in the party.
And that was central in what
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happened in the 1979 and

1980 party conferences.

Unions played a positive
role for Labour Party demo-
cracy while remaining the
opposite of  democratic
themselves.

But the democratic cam-
paign was only marginaily
organised among the unions’

rank and file.

The established Left in
parliament had long been the
Egyptian mummy of British
politics — dead and hollow.
Gestures and speeches and

postures, yes — but deeds,
~struggles, and hopes for the

‘ideals’ they proclaimed, no,

Fudge

The split in the Left
came exactly at the line
dividing theory and practice:
when Benn stood the issue
was not, as they insisted,
‘personalities’, but that he
was making it impossible for
them to fudge and com-

promise.
Instead of a united Left

offensive, we got the old
Labour Left shattering, and
the majority of the Tribune
group siding with Healey
through either the spoiling

candidature - of  Silkin,
abstentionism, or (in the
case of 5 MPs) actually vot-
ing for Healey.

And the stone-age Right
in the unions organised to
pull their coup at Brighton.

What will the Right/soft-
left alliance do now?

Fven Dennis Healey
fudged the issues at confer-
snce. Today the right that
remains in the Labour Party
will either adopt left colora-
tion themselves, or let ‘oot
and Kinnock front for them.

The balance of forces
“among the trade union fead-

ors is such that Foot, Kinn-

ock. ctc will basically serve
the Right.

Unity
The election due in 2%

years or less will now begin
to shape things. and help the

Right and soft-left scll the
need for ‘unity’ to the rank

and file. They will say that
they 100 accept the policies
(AFS. FIFC withdrawal, etc).

the manner in which
'oot got the conference to
overturn its carbier decision

on the Manifesto could be
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pattern for the future.
Foot told the conference
that the issue was one that
could cost Labour the next
election. The first vote was
3,609,000 to 3,400,000 for
NEC control of the manifes-
to. The second showed a
small majority for the status
quo. (USDAW switched
sides.) |

That may prove to be the

first big victory for anti-Tory

demagogy in the lead-up to
the election. |

The way it was done was

- symbolic. Conference voted

for the principle of NEC
control — i.e. in principle
for the Left — and it then
voted not to change the con-
stitution to allow it to

“happen - i.e., in practice

for the status quo.

The decisive thing for the
Left is still to make reselect-
ion work by driving out time
servers and careerists. The
main hope of the Right and
soft-left is to gut reselection
by way of one-person short-
lists, etc. For issues like this
the new NEC is going to be
enormously important, giv-
ing rulings, recommenda-

" tions, judgments; encourag-

ing dithering almost-SDP
scabs to stay in the Party by
assuring them they can defy
the movement with impun-
ity: encouraging local right
wing cliques.

Such a perspective was
spelled out during the week
by Foot. He talked of ‘part-

nership’: “The partnership

..........

~~~~~
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Was Brighton a turning point?
- Has the Right decisively reversed

left-wing advances in the Labour
" O'MAHONY
argues that it depends on what
the left does now. |

has got to be one in which
the PLP does not presume
the right to dictate to party
conference, and the party
conference does not presume
the right to dictate to the
PLP, We have to accept a
spirit of tolerance.”

The victorious
want to improve on Brighton
with a purge of the Left — to

fillet the Bennite Left by
chopping out the Marxists.

Foot etc. may for now prove

a frail breakweather against
them. A purge would go
against their inclinations
(though Kinnock voted ag-
ainst reinstating Ted Heslin,
the Marxist excluded from
Oxford Labour Party), and
against their need for unity.
But as always with Foot, it
will depend on where the
strongest pressures come
from.

The situation is such that
the Right probably could
not use the NEC as a basis
all-out war on the
Party rank and file just now.
For these are generals with-
out an army — Michael Foot,
Neil Kinnock, Dennis Heal-
ey, etc. They need the rank
and file for now.

In this situation, a very
great deal depends on Tony
Benn. His personal centrality

" is increased by the fact both

he and many of the Judas
left would sincerely swear by
the same articles of faith —
AES, anti-EEC, etc. Benn

e

Right-

v el e -

will have to choose either to
try to work from inside the
left:wing establishment — to
go in again to compete with
the Kinnocks on their own
ground — or to continue to

mobilise the rank and file to .

change the whole structure
“of the movement. |
‘Foot has been making
seductive noises to draw
Benn into the establishment.
He said in an aside at the
Jribune meeting that Benn
was probably the only man
with a chance of challenging
him for the leadership. He

has invited Benn to come °

into the Shadow Cabinet

(though he may not be able
to persuade the PLP to :

endorse this).

To justify and explain |

hig own role, Neil Kinnock
said in Brighton that the
only way we would win 'the}

next election — as things
stand — was if thousands of -

Tories died laughing at us.
To people who said similar
things about the political
battles that often convulsed
the Russian labour move-
ment, Lenin used a telling
story which he took from
from Leo Tolstoy.

Going along a road, a |

man saw a figure in the dist-
ance, crouched, swaying and

moving his body seemingly
without sense: ‘a madman’.

When he came nearer, he saw

" he was sharpening a knife.

The labour movement
now is trying to hammer out
a democratic structure and
socialist policies so that we
can have a real alternative to
the Tories. We are sharpen-
ing a knife for Thatcher, and
maybe for capitalism.

Limit

* Kick the Tories out

now! Organise for the Lab- .

our Party to play a major
part in the fight against the
four per cent limit.

- * Build an organised Left
in the Labour Party and

trade unions. Tony Benn has
the authority in the move-
ment to issue a call for a
conference to set up a broad

left capable of regenerating
the movement. He should do
this immediately.

* We must fight to devel-

op the women’s sections into

powerful fighting forces. The

fact that the trade union
bureaucrats could simply use
the women’s NEC places as
pawns in their games at the:
conference should outrage
the women’s sections.

* We must make reselect-
ion work. We must organise’
to drive out the careerists.

* We must organise for
Labour Party democracy in.
the trade unions in a serious-
way; at the same time we
must organise for trade
union democracy.

* We must turn the deci-
sion of the Labour Party
conference to boycott the

Tories at local government:

level into the starting point
of a big drive for Labour
councils to stand up to the
Tory government and rally
the local movement. .

The role of Socialist Org-
aniser must be to help spear-
head the organising drive,
but also to argue for our pol-
itical positions.

.....
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REG RACE  MP,
peaking at Socialist

Jrganiser’s  Labour
;onference fringe
eeting last - Thurs-

jay launched the call
Or 3 new movement

)f the Labour Left.

- As Margaret Beckett so
loquently and correctly said
ast night, the attitudes of
¢ abstainers who are
members of the Tribune
Group, let alone those five

who voted for Denis Healey
himself, those people, in my
wiew, cannot be excused.
. Those people handed the
election to Denis Healey on
fa plate.
They were prepared to
'do that rather than to have
the first left-wing leadership -
in the Labour Party ever.
People like Neil Kinnock
have got a lot to answer for.

I say to Neil Kinnock and

' to the abstainers that their
‘actions enabled - the right
' wing to maintain a tenuous
 grip on power in the leader-
 ship. .

. And we don’t want to see
- that ever again because we
| want a leadership in this
 party that is committed to
| conference policies. Denis
' Healey, as we all know is
committed to thoroughly
' sabotaging Labour Party
- policy because he has said
ne is going to sabotage
Labour Party policy.

Fudge

" He told us that he would
" not enter a Labour govern-
_ ment if that government was

committed - to unilateral
" puclear disarmament.
He’s also made it perfec-
 tly clear that he wants to
fudge the issue on the
- Common Market, on jobs,
on the Alternative Economic
Strategy, in fact on the
~ whole range of Labour Party
policies.
-~ And how on earth can
- people in the Tribune Group

abstain when the choice is

‘between a man like that and
a left candidate like Tony
Benn?

"The only answer that 1
can come up with is that
perhaps some of them are
looking for jobs in the next
Labour government.

| The wriggling and the
 squirming that we have had
’  from them is like nothing I
have ever seen in my life.

The real question we now
face is where we go from
here.

I don’t think anybody
" ought to feel worried ot
“  think that we’ve = been
¢ defeated.

‘Growing tide

“:-. We have not had a major
defeat. What we have seen in

Labour Party over the past 4

or 5 years is a growing tide
in the rank and file, for
f democracy and left wing

. policies. And that tide has
- not stopped. The decisions
of the conference this week

 on_ policy matters have been

" even more favourable to us
than at the last two Labour
Party conferences.

seople in the Tribune Group- -

prganisation that can beat

el

.........
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Can you tell which ones are the Tribunites?

Although the right wing
can mobilise, through Terry
Duffy’s block vote, support.
for individuals, for Denis
Healey, or for right wing

‘members of the NEC, they

cannot win the arguments
about policy and about the
direction of the Labour
Party. |

- They are consistently
failing to do that and they
can’t exercise policy choices
by wielding their block vote.
" We should net be worried
about where the Labour
Party is going on policy
matters because the tide 1s
still with us.

What we should be con-
cerned about, however, is in
the new-found temerity, the
new-found organisation, the
new-found strength of the
right in the trade unions to
put together an electoral
alliance to unseat people
from key positions on the
NEC.

Flack

Now the real question
arises — how can we prevent
that from happening again

and how can we ensure that

the ideological battles that
we have been winning inside
the Labour Party — and we
haven’t gone nearly far
enough on many issues — are
carried through- by people
we can trust, by a leadership
that is committed to party
policy.

Over the last few days I
have had a little flack from
other members of the
Tribune Group who have
been worried about what

have said about forming a .

new group in the PLP.
~ The first home truth is
that the Tribune Group In
Parliament consists of a very
wide diversity of people —
an even wider diversity now
than before.

It ranges from people like

Comrade Skinner to people

like Alec Jones — I thought
nobody would recognise that
name — who has never as far

as [ know been to a Tribune
meeting and what some of
them actually do is pay their
£50 into Tribune every year
because they know that a
list of the Tribune MPs is
published in Labour Weekly
‘and Tribune at the time of
the Labour Party Conference
and the Trades Union Con-

gress.
Doing things

There is of course now a
group of Denis Healey sup-
porters in the Tribune
Group.

It’s been the case that
a small group of us within’
the Tribune Group have
tried to push- the Tribune
group into doing things like
organising conferences where
constituency party delegates
and trade unionists can come
together and argue about
policy and the way the left
should direct its attentions.

[ produced a paper for
the Tribune Group on the
relation between the trade
unions and Tribune and on
the day it was received by
the Tribune members one
of them leaked it to the
press and a copy was sent
to every member of the
TUC General Council.

Therefore you can see
the great difficulty of work-
ing with a diverse group of
people who have very wide-
spread political opinions.

Now I don’t mind being

in a group where there are a

wide range of polifical
opinions. Indeed it has been
said that the Tribune Group
is a cosy chat shop and
that is just about what it 1s.

o

right wing are or1ganising in
the party, where the block
votes are being used against
us, when we need to ensure
that the ideological changes
and the  constitutional
changes that we have made
survive. it is absurd to say
that the Tribune Group

could possibly perform the.

kind of

necessary. |
I don’t want to go off

role that is

into the wilderness on my.
" own — be a one-man group.
I want as many people to.

support the kind of policies
and politics that 1 stand for
as possible from the Tribune
Group. But I say this. We
need a group of left people
in the PLP, the Broad
Lefts in the trade unions
and left forces in the trade
union movement and con-

" stituency party delegates,

and the people who have
been supporting us in the
CLPD and the Rank and
File Mobilising Committee,

and we want to get them

together in an organisation

that can beat the right wing.

Embryo

What I propose that we
should do — and I shall be

trying to persuade my parlia-
of the

logic of this — is to set up

mentary colleagues

such a group.

Indeed we have had such
a group in embiyo very
the

recently. We’ve had
Rank and File Mobilising

Committee, we've had the
Benn Campaign Committee,
around which there have
been a group of sympathetic

MPs who have been using.

‘Absu rd

A majority of the
Tribune Group has always
resented any attempt to try
and make the Tribune Group
reach out into the wider
labour movement to contact

CLPs and trade unions and I

think that in the present
the

circumstances where

e -~ A gy g - N .

that campaign to talk to the
constituency  parti€s and

trade unions.

What we now need is 10
formalise that as far as We
can to put wheels on it, to -
get more people to support
it and to ensure that we
don’t get defeated next year.

That doesn’t mean 1O
say that we go all out to

. > t ": » g:' - ? .";. -
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; _ing people to support those

B

“smash the Tribune Group.

A lot of Tribune MPs
have said that they don’t
want to see the Tribune
Group smashed to smither-
eens by 'a group of 35 or 40
people withdrawing from it
and going to join a new
socialist group. My own view
is that it is not necessary 1o
do that. I am quite content
to remain a member of the
Tribune Group and go along
to their discussions and if we
can get their support, that’s
fine.

But I am clear that what
we do-need is a group that
is actually going to put
wheels on our organisation
and make the link that has
never been made before
between Parliamentary
action and extra-parliamen-
tary action.

_ Support

There is no purpose in
the Labour Party forming
a government, implementing

the Alternative Economic

""""""""

-employers, ~ will -
together to try and split,

from- what

‘Strategy, and having a policy

for full -employment, and
nationalising the banks and

insurance companies, if it

hasn’t got a party ‘organisa-
tion that 1s capable of
getting the sdbport of work-

policies, because the first
thing that will happen is that
the press, television, the
~ will' " unite

away our grass roots support
) ‘the . Labour
government is trying to do.

It would be madness for
us to believe that there is
any longer a distinction
between what we do inside
Parliament and what we do
outside it.

Action

It is quite cleér that

every trade unionist in this
room cannot guarantee the
success of his or her trade
union policies on full
employment _by collective
bargaining ~because collec-
tive bargaining cannot win
full  employment. Full
employment can only be

achiecved by governments

taking action. So any trade
unionist wanting to defend
his or her members’ jobs
has got to be involved in
politics and therefore the
traditional breakdown
between the industrial wing
of the labour movement and
the political wing of the
labour movement has got to
be broken down by the

inexorable -logic of what we

are doing.

Further, for the first time
we face a situation where
women are coming into the
Labour Party and wanting
equality and rights.

Organisation

Is parliamentary action
alone going to win women
over to the kind of positions
that the women’s movement
wants to take?

I don’t that

believe

parliamentary action alone,

or collective bargaining alone
can actually win
women who are active in the

women’s movement into the

Labour Party. I don’t believe
that it will be possible unless

O

those

we build that organisation,
to win women who haven’t
yet become part of the
labour '‘movement {oO the
fight for socialism and equal
rights.

. Link-up

We _are’ taking about
continuing to win the ideol-

“ogical battle that we all face

against capitalist society and

_-against those right wingers in

our own party who want to

try and stem the tide of

progr'essive thoughts- and
ideas within the Labour
Party. |
- The kind of organisation
we need must bring all
sections of the labour move-
ment together and link up
with - those people who are
outside  the traditional
divisions of the labour move-
ment in the campaign for
progressive policies and a
leadership in the Labour
Party capable of carryin
out conference policy. ‘

And if we do all that,
then I am certain that we
will continue to win in the
Labour Party. The right wing
majorities are not substantial
— they are paper thin. |

Vote split

The opportunity for us
to overturn them is very
substantial indeed. Gone are
the days when a triumvirate
of trade union leaders could
destroy the constituency
parties, could destroy the
small progressive forces in

the trade unions, by linking

up their votes
together.

Those days have gone.
We have ensured by our
actions that the block vote
in the trade unions is split.
And we've got to make
sure that our allies in the
taade union!movement like
the TGWU_and NUPE who
come with us on most issues

block

support us over the kind of

changes that we want to see

in the future. .

We've got to ensure that
we have discussion about our
priorities now and about
what that organisation ; is
going to do. I look forward
very much to hearing what
you have to say about that.

[ T S S
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Film review -
by
‘Alexis Carras

uion branch to invite a |
speaker from LCGR. |

¢ Pass the following res-

- THE Labour Campaign
massacres of December 1970 | ¢4y Gay Rights has

{which led to the fall of

WHEN Andreszj Wajda went
to the Lenin shipyards last
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*“shock worker”

summer with occupations
and strikes sweeping across
the entire coastline, one of
the workers — famtly think-
ing that he recognised the
film dire~tor — asked him

whether he wasn’t the creator

of “Man of Marble”’.

Wajda replied he was,
whereupon the worker, with-
out further ado, suggested
he continue the sto:ry in a
new film to be called —
“Man of Iron”,

In a sense, the confidence
of that worker that Wajda

would be able to make such

a film and furthermore that
it would be shown in a
Stalinist state is perhaps
indicative of the mood of

the entire Polish working -

class.

Enough was enough —
they had come out on strike,
they had occupied their
factories, they had forced
the government to the nego-
tiating table and above all
— they were going to win/

The story of how that
determination amongst
millions of workers was
forged now had to be told.

Wajda’s new film is dedi-

cated to that struggle which

has unfolded in Poland since

1968 — and the film 1s
indeed worthy of the trust

that was shown in the direc-

tor by the shipyard worker.
Unlike ‘Man of Marble’
which portrays the dark and
scarring period of Stalinist
brutality with its fake and
grotesque mythology of the
Stakhanovite worker — the
expending
every ounce of muscle and
energy to ‘“build the Social-
ist Fatherland”, “Man of
fron” 1s a eulogy to the
gravediggers of that

horrendous political system.
- It is a mixture of drama,
ot film of the nmom-

on-the-sp

Gomulka) and the distur-
bances of Radom and Ursus
in 1976.

Tomczyk is ““the second
line man” who maintained
in him that tlame of hatred
against the regime — the
cadre that built up the

~embryo organisations of the

Polish working class — (the
KSS [Social Defence Com-
mittee] is alluded to in the
film as the Free Trade Union

movement).

Tomczyk is that militant
who would not be broken

nor bought off. As
Agniezgka the woman he
later marries says — “You
stopped struggling  for
success and at once saved
your integrity.”

‘Within Tomczyk the
character are compressed the
personal tragedies of count-
less militants. Death, harass-
ment at the hands of secret
service creeps, unemploy-
ment, imprisonment, deten-
tion in psychiatric hospitals
— these were the only
constants in an otherwise
uncertain existence.

Applause

Some of the most superb
moments of the film are of
the Gdansk occupation itself
— as the camera weaves its
way in and out of the
massive crowds around the
Lenin sliipyards.

We witness mtervlews_

with housewives, old women

outside, denouncmg the
bureaucracy - their
privileges, their well-fed
stomachs, with workers

demanding new trade unions
— with “new people elected
by the workers to
negotiate.”

And we see the negotl-
-ations — Lech Walesa talking

entous events of last summer syith Jagielski — Solidarnosc

in Gdansk, and secret police

- film shot dunng the riots of

December 1970.

Through Winkel, a TV"

reporter — a genial alcoholic
blackmailed by the secret
police to work for them —
the stories of different
individuals are pieced
together — to give an over-
view both of the political
struggle of the previous 12
years — but also a profile of
Maciek Tomczyk.

The irony here is of

- course that Wajda conscious-
ly uses that figure — the

media reporter, a representa-
tive of the universally hated
government-controlled (dis)-
information - network — to
bring out of clandestinity
and obscurity the histories
of a whole layer of Polish
working class fighters.
Maciek Tomczyk repres-

ents the type of worker mili-
tant forged during the 1968
student
Baltic

disturbances, the

uprisings, the

radical Gwiadza warning the
Prime Minister that “We
don’t want - a
coerced into unity by the
police truncheons.”

And we se¢ the final
historic moment when the
Gdansk Agreement is signed
in front of thousands of
workers with Jagielski -
in a desperate move {0
preserve  some of  the
bureaucracy’s tattered
clothmg — hollowly declar-

"There are neither
winners nor losers — victors
or vanquished.”

But the polite applause
belies the fact that there
are winners; the Polish

workers and militants like

Maciek Tomczyk whose
sheer determination and
dedication have led the
Polish working class at last
out of the long cold night of
Stalinist oppression.

regular

week,
introduces the campaign

country

of groups.

agreed to contribute a
column - for

Socialist Organiser. This
CHRIS BEER

‘““WE ARE not here as a

minority group asking for §

greater toleration. We are

"here as part of the labour

movement demanding that

~ gay liberation is recognised

and implemented as an
integral part of a socialist
programme

This is how we in the
Labour Campaign for Gay
Rights introduced ourselv-
es to delegates at our fringe
meeting of the Labour
Party conference last week.

LCGR has existed as an

internal pressure group for

‘a number of years, but

underwent a radical change
at June this year. At a con-
ference attended by 80
lesbians and gay men, we
rejected the idea of just
seeking equality with
heterosexuals, for this is

merely to argue for accept-

ance within a capitalist
state. In itself this changed
the nature of the campaign,

for we no longer aim prim-.
arily to influence kindly
- MPs to put in a good word

for us in ‘the House’.

‘We are far more concern-.

ed to carry the broad
struggle into CLPs, trade
union branches and the
dole queues, to win active

| Support for gay liberation

in a socialist context among

“the rank and file.

This was the message we
put across to the 60 or so
pe0ple who came to our
meeting at the Labour

Party conference. As one

speaker put it, the kind of
society we want to see must

comprehend sexual pol-‘..

itics.

As it is now, men hold'f

the reins of power. and this

TRY TO imagine a sort of
combination between Pigbag

and the (now deceased)
Gang of Four, and you will
have a very vague idea of
what Cabaret Voltaire sound
like.

Red Mecca, their third
album, which has just been
released, 1is their best so
far. | |

There has always been
a ‘radical fringe’ of groups,
an undercurrent that doesn’t
seem to fit into any conven-
ient category. They have
tried to develop something
different from -either the
white oriented rock beat or
the black orientated reggae
beat which invariably all
pop music is structured on.

But the big record mono-
polies aren’t interested in
these ‘experimental’ types
They are too

is as true of the labour
movement as of other parts

of society. Too often, work-

ers’ power is equated with

- a sort of macho workerism.

LCGR
proach.

We see a strong affinity
between our aims and fem-
inist currents in the move-
ment __ we agree for ex-
_ample with  Christina
Goodwin's letter in Soc-
ialist Organiser no.54. Sex-
ual politics can and must

rejects this ap-

“correct the deformation of

so-called socialism into the
preserve of white hetero-
sexist men.

How do we start to ﬁght

for these aims? The theme

of Maureen Colquhoun’s
contribution in Brighton

was the National Executive

mittee’s discussion
ument, ‘The Rights of
Women and Men

Adopted

The bureaucracy in the
Party did not seem keen
to publicise this draft
pohc - our first job must be
to ensure that the move-
ment does indeed debate
the document, modify it
where it is madequate and
get it adopted as a firm

- commitment for the next

manifesto.
This year a motion from

Oxford CLP cal]mg for -the

" much ot a commercias risk.

The vacuum has been
filled to a large extent by
the independent record
labels — the best known ones

being Rough Trade, Human

and Factory. Each label has,

in time, come to be associa-
ted w1th a certain style of
music, just like everybody
knows a Tamla Motown
record.

Abstract

Cabaret Voltaire's nusic
is very abstract — what I
would expect a Kandinsky
painting to sound hke (1f
it could sing).

Each track starts with a
basic pattern which the
group builds upon.

Red Mecca — despite its
name which is apparently
something to do with

- month’s time, said,

adoption by Conference of

the document as policy was

placed last but one on the
order paper but no time
was allocated for debate.
Maureen of course knows
well the opposition within
the Party  to gay rights,
having had to fight to retain
her seat (which she lost in
the last election) when she

came out as gay.
Arguments

‘“The hierarchy would be
delighted if we lesbians and
gay men would shut up and
go away’’, she said, ‘‘but

‘we’re not going to’’. And as

Ian Dunn, organiser of
Scottish LCGR’s national
conference to be held in a
[ ‘Th e
Party bureaucracy may not
support us, but the grass

voots of our movement can

— and they will if we take
the arguments to them.
More than half the unions
which have specific policies
on gay rights adopted them
in the teeth of opposition
from their national execu-
tives and officials.

“In the Party we have

‘the NEC on our side: our
job now is to work in our
CLPs and union branches
to get the policy through-

with
support’’.

sohd grass-roots

Sheffield, the city the group
come from — isn’t directly
a political album in the same

way . as Is,
Ghost Town by the Specials.

Politician

However, two members
of Cabaret Voltaire did name
the left Labour MP Denis
Skinner as their favourite
politician 1n an interview
with New Musical Express.

You have to give their
music time to grow on you
(as with Pigbag). Everytime
[ play the album it sounds

better. This s because
Cabaret Voltaire employ
about a dozen different

instruments and use many
special effects added in from

‘tape recordings. This makes

the music very sophisticated.
Once they used to share

for example,

We were encouraged last

week bY the spontaneous
support given to us by
people like Tony Benn (who
has made a major policy
statement in his foreword
to NCCL’s booklet ‘Gay
Workers: Trade Unions and
the Law’) and Joan Lestor.
But more important was the
very positive response
of rank and file delegates,
many more of whom
stopped to talk to us when
we were leafletting than
were able to come to the
meeting.

And our own organisa-
tion is growing rapidly: in
the last four months LCGR
has virtually tripled its
membership, and this is
just the start. We will be
Writing about some of the

-issues comrades raised at

Brighton in the next few
weeks here in Socialist

Organiser. Meanwhile here -

is what you can do to
support the struggle for a

socialist gay liberation:

" Discuss

*Get a copy of °‘The

-Rights of Gay Women and
‘Men’ from Walworth Rd

and discuss it in your CLP
at Branch and Constituency
level and in your trade
union branch.

® Get your CLP/Branch/ |

the same studio, called the
Western Works, with the

Human League, who have _

since achieved fame with

‘their single ‘Love Action’ —

a massive concession to

commercialism compared

with their earlier work.
Cabaret Voltaire plan to

release shortly both a 7 inch
and a 12 inch smgle Hope-

fully they will gain the same
recognition as the Human
League without selling-out

musically.

Chop

In the States the US equiv-
alent of the Clash—the Dead
Kennedies — have released

an interesting EP.
During the French Revo-

lution (the first one) Marie
Antoinette said to -starving
peasants who couldn’t afford

''''''

- olution and send it to the

NEC: ‘‘That this CLP (etc)
welcomes the publication
of the (Labour Party)
NEC’s discussion docu-
ment ‘The Rights of Gay
Women and Men’. It
supports its recommenda-
‘tions to abolish all discrim-
inatory laws affecting lesb-
ians and gay men. It calls:

. ““(a) for the NEC to send
a copy of the document free
of charge to all CLPs and
affiliated organisations.

‘“(b) for the NEC to send
a copy of the document free
of charge to all CLPs and
affiliated organisations.

‘““{c) for its recommend-
ations to be included in the
Manifesto of- the Labour
Party at the next General
Election’’.

¢ Affiliate, as a CLP, to
the Labour Campaign for
Gay Rights. The affiliation
fee i1s currently £2 per

"annum and this entitles

you to one voting delegate
at. our AGM and any
EGMs which might be
called, and to our Journal
Gay Socialist. -

Scotlaod

. Cornrades in Scotland
— gponsor and attend our
Scottish conference. Satur-
day 31st October, 10.30am
in Queen Margaret Union,
University Gardens, Glas-
gow. Speakers from Scott-
ish Council of the Labour
Party, NALGO and LCGR:
sponsored by Socialist Org- -
aniser, STUC, LCC Scot-
land, Robin Cook MP and
Scottish Homosexual
Rights Group. £1 waged:
50p unwaged. Details from

Jan Dunn, 52 Broughton
St! Edm. blll‘gh 1.
More information on

LCGR from: LCGR, 6la
Bloom St, Manchester -
M1 3LY. ~

to eat bread — ‘Let them eat
cake’. Fortunately she got
the chop.

Jelly Babies

Winston Churchill took
up the theme a century later
when during a House of
Commons debate he reacted
to the plight of striking
South Wales miners after the
defeat of the General Strike

by saying ‘Let them eat
grass’. He should have got
the chop.

A fitting title therefore,
for the Dead Kennedy’s EP

in Reagan’s America “Let

them eat Jelly Babies!”
which unfortunately is only
available in this country on
special import.

Andrew MacDonald



T T ——

Conference.

do we want?

THE differing views of aca-
demic, socialist and feminist
circles on childcare and the
state were brought out in
discussion at the first
Research Conference of the
Na}ional Child Care Cam-
paign.

- Perhaps one practical dis-
agreement that sticks out
most of all (but was not
apparent until the last
session of the weekend) was
that the young women
running the creche were not
actually being paid for their
services by the Co-op Union
(whose college — Stanford in
Loughborough the confer-
ence was held at) but were
on ‘work experience’ and

- would receive only expenses.

Throughout that day,

| (Sunday.) many had been

agreeing in theory that
anyone who undertakes
childcare should be paid

proper rates — unaware we
were part of exploiting these

women: or was it the Co-op

exploiting us? The fees were
£37.50 if you were spon-
sored and £28 if not. The
whole issue is to be discussed
at the next National Steering
Meeting in Bristol on

October 3.

Wide range

While the Conference was
very wide-ranging in its pro-
gramme, the agenda was
found to be too.tight and as
a result the Conference only
split into workshops on one
occasion instead of three.

This was thought to be a
shame by some of the-60
who attended the

- Conference.

Those attending came
from a wide range of back-

grounds —  campaigners,
academics, professionals
(teachers, social workers, a

nursery inspector), child
minders, nursery Wworkers,
researchers trade . unionists,
socialists and feminists. The
workshops reflected this
diversity. |

There was also an inter-

national flavour to the
Hermione

Nursery places per 1,000

Day nurseries

Nursery schools*/
nursery classes*

(*Just over % are full time)

RATIOS

Day Nursery (care)

Nursery school and
classes (education)

-Women in struggle

‘Ann McKinley reports

on the NCCC Confer-
- ence.
Harrie, recently returned

from three years in Nicar-
agua, gave an example of
Third World childcare and its
relevance for us.

The example given was
Big Mother
Mother, a History Workshop
pamphlet. In pre-capitalist
societies and those where
capitalism has not totally
eroded those cultural values,
women have a major role in
agriculture while the men are
absent a great deal.

The biological mother is
known as the Little Mother
and the Big Mother who

- could be a grandmother or

an older aunt rears the
children.
While the  biological

mother has no choice over
her role — being released to
do agricultural work — the
children can choose who
they can relate to. The biol-
ogical mother can eventually

become a Big Mother but

selfishness and .ownership of
children is discouraged.

In pre-capitalist so cieties
children are not regarded as
different kinds of people but

as a total human being ™

which - accounts for these

societies and their young not
suffenng adolescence.
Hermione at the start of
her brief paper warned
against taking ‘ideas’ and
practice from other cultures
and thinking they will work
here — there was and is a
great misuse of ~anthro-

PUY othe
e other ‘international’

discussion was from a
woman from the Grenada
Women’s Organisation. Since
the Grenadan . revolution
women have opened their
first nursery — Wwhich :is
being financed through a
local bar!

The role of women is
being looked at differently
and the government is to

give three months maternity
leave with pay.

1979 1980 1981
993 10.13  10.18
722 159 713

1979 1980
5.10 5.13 to 1 aduit
224 22.0 to 1 adult

and Little

The opening papers of
the Conference by Sheila
Rowbotham and Miriam
David asserted that-the ‘left’
had a disregard for children
whereas the ‘lefts’ of the
Owenite and Chartist days
did incorporate children into
the socialist movement.

The Socialist League gave
free dinners to children
(which the ILP took up later

- in government) and child

care clinics were provided
by socialists and f2minists
like Sylvia Pankhurst who
turned the Gunneis Arms
into a clinic called the
Mothers Arms.

- Miriam’s paper addressed
itself to what kind of child-
care we want and how we
are to get it. Yet both
questions remained
unanswered at the end of the
weekend

Left open

She outlined policy,
research and discussion on

childcare; she questioned the

role of the state in provision
and pointed to the problems
this creates: she queried
whether we should campaign
for state funding; and left
open questions on how to
exercise control.

Where mother born

Britain
Abroad

Child left
Chlld still with mmder

Yet the followmg -day
Linda Challis played ‘devil’s
advocate’ in her paper on
whether the orgamsatlon of
day care services was a con-

spiracy or chaos.
The two World Wars were

the only two periods when

~ the State was clear what

they wanted — to free
women for war work.

The way quesuons had
been answered after the Was
is the reason we’re in this
muddle now!

Linda ended by stating
that the state could not
afford daycare. It had to
have an organising role
rather than a pfoviding one.

Andrew Bebbmgton S
paper on vériations in local
authority provision came up
with very up-to-date statis-
tics (ufavailable for cam-
paigness from official

resomces)

Much worse

Despite these figures the

general picture s much
worse. Those

where there was generally

‘better’ provision were mner

city areas, where there are

more one parent families.

Andrew Bebbington
made no bones that child-

care services were beginning

to contract for the first time
since 1956 and stated quite
clearly that we must fight to
maintain state day care or
we would have nothing.

Pat Petrie from the
Thomas Coran Institute
presented some ~ recent

resecarch on childminding —
the prevalent form of child-
care.

- minders

authorities

The numbers of “child-
minders have mcreased o
match the drop in state
provision since the war.

Local authorities’ res-

ponsibility is only as a regis-

tering agency; any arrange-
ment or disputes between
minders and parents is a
private contract.

In a recent case where a
child died in the care of a
minder a court ruled that
the local authority had no
responsibility and that it was
a private arrangement.

The research carried out
by Pat looked at child-
minding from the criteria set
out by DHSS guidelines —
the number of children cared
for per adult, the availability
of equipment, and the
premises.

A high .proportion of
— 38% — were
unwilling to take babies, and
one-third of 66 minders in
the Inner London area were
unwilling to take babies/
children from another
culture or language.

The assessment of the
conditions for chjldminding
was broken down firstly to
where the mother was born
— .in Britain or abroad and
then graded 0-2. 0 was good,
1 average and 2 very bad.

Assessment .-

0 1 2

36% 54% 9%

16% 53% 31%

0 1 2
7% 36% 57%

64% 23% 9%

Of . the 66 minders sur-
veyed’in the Inner London
area Pat returned 12 months
jater to look at the stability
and the figures bore out that
vety few of the children had
remamed with minders in
the very bad assessment
group; whereas of those in
the good assessment group
only - about one child had
left. -
" The end result of the
research shows that only
one-quarter of the minders
observed met DHSS criteria,

In the discussion that
followed it became clear

from those responsible 1in -

local authorities for child-
minders (one woman only
had 18% hours a week to
oversee 115 minders and
50 playgroups) it is very
difficult to refuse registra-

tion. .
Many minders who were

refused won their cases In
court.

Inadequate
This plece of research
points to what many have
felt is inadequate provision
~ yet provision which

because of the lack of facil-

ities, is increasing.

Whﬂe the Conference was

interesting and people were
able to air the issues it
ended up untidily — the
Research and Information
worker of the campaign did
not draw together any con-
clusions or ideas for the
future on the basis of the
papers and research presen-
ted.

*Next meeting of the

NCCC, October 3,_Bristol.

Y a- m.m‘..—'r-q-;-\..‘.. .
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Labour Party Women's Con ference |

~ Women fight for
Labour democracy

‘ies elect one, the trade

by Rachel Lever

AFTER a long and spect-
acular ﬁght to win a debate
on positive discrimination
for women, a fat package of

. measures was remitted to

the NEC.
“The substantive: metmn

" had confined itself to the

simple proposal that the
women'’s conference should
have the right to table five
motions to annual confer-
ence. And an amendment
asked for a working party
to look into other forms of
positive discrimination that

could be adopted.

But, after Monday’s

_ slaughter of the NEC, the
 major demand in our minds

came to be that the five
women’s section places
currently fixed up between
union barons should be

WOMEN'S
FIGHTBACK

THE small NALGO

women’s caucus held as -

one of the events of the

National  Festival for
Women’s Rights in May
produced astounding
results.

A fringe meeting was
planned for NALGO con-
ference the following

" month; regular meetings of

women in NALGO have
taken place in London; and
on November 14 there is to
be a nationwide conference
for women in that union in
Leeds.
" Other trade union
caucuses at the Festival,

.competing with a mass of

other workshops and enter-
tainments, were too smalil
to get anythmg off the
ground. But we believe
the NALGO experience
can be repeated for many
other unions, given a day-
conference devoted to the
task.

At our AGM in August,
Women’s Fightback deter-
mined to make a big push
to help estabhsh nation-

" wide women’s caucuses in

a number of trade unions.

Day school

We also decided to run
a day-school on New Tech-
nology, its effects on
women, and what if any-
thing the relevant unions

are doing about it.
The two events will

take place on a weekend
early in February.

The main conference
day will probably spend
some time in subject-cén-
tred workshops (e.g. fight-

elected instead by women.
This year -saw the elect-
ion of leading abstainer
Judith Hart, lowest com-
mon denominator on the
NEC with the highest vote
(6.3 million); Betty Booth-
royd, Shirley Summer-

skill and Gwynneth Dun-

woody, ultra right-wingers
who are to women's rights
what Cyril Smith is to hang-
gliding.

In no way does the pres-
ent women'’s section repre-
sent women. It is neither
elected by women nor
accountable to them, but is
subject instead to the

‘ threats and pressures of
Duffy, Chapple and Bas-

nett.

Every other section of the
NEC is elected to repres-
ent a section of the party.
Thus the LPYS elect one
place, the clubs and societ-

ing sexism, fighting for

jobs, agamst cuts etc), and
the bulk of the time 1in
separate union workshops
laying plans for future
work to build up fighting
links between women, to
make our mark at union
conferences, and to
support the struggles of
women for equal rights In
the unions.

Landmark

We aim to make this a
very big, landmark con-

ference, drawing together
enough women in major
unions to form the basic
framework for ongoing
work. To do this will
require the active work of
all our readers and sup-
porters in their own unions
— to -publicise the confer-

6.14

ctobor
snihly
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) women's
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together

hews ' 'GH IBACK'OD

The ne Women'’s Flghtback
plus postage from 41 Ellington St, =

unions have 12 and the
CLPs have seven. ‘
- The women’s section is
elected by conference as a

‘whole, that is, effectlvely

by the trade union block
vote. It might make some
sense if it were elected by
women trade unionists and
women in the CLPs. But
how would that be arr-
anged?

The su:nple answer is that
the Women's Conference
already exists, bringing
delegates from
| sections and
councils, CLPs, and trade
unions (with individual,
not block votes). .

Women’s Fightback and
the Campaign for Labour
Party Democracy  are
campalgnmg for the five
women’s places to be elect-
ed from the women’s
conference.

women’s

Trade umon
conference call-

ence and prepare for it, to
get sponsorships and dele-
gations; to bring along all
the women they have
already been workmg with

in their own union; and to
be involved in the planning
and preparation of the con-
ference itself.

To get the ball rolling,
there will be a first
planning meeting, open to
all readers and supporters,
on Wed. October 14 at
7 pm at County Hali,
near Waterloo. (Ask at the
desk for room number).

If you can’t make it to
the meeting but want to
know more about the
conference or help to woik
for it, take leaflets, etc.,
write in to 41 Ellmgton
Street, London N7, and
we’ll contact you as soon
as we know more details.
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Wowme
\n/ Lcl’ make
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NOT
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~ Dudl
power

in
Polund

OVER the last few weeks,
* the coverage of Solidarnosc
has been good. But there are
a number of points that 1
r feel haven’t been raised.

The first point of these is
the nature of Solidarnosc. It
| 18 ‘assumed that Solidarnosc
i *is a trade union in the same
; categories as either British
: trade unions or French trade
~ union confederations like
1 the CGT. I would like to
; dispute this.

E nosc is to be compared with
any ‘“‘union” then the com-
E' parisons should be with .the
E IWW or the Spanish CNT. It
is of course difficult to com-
pare accurately the revolu-
tionary anarcho-syndicalist

unions with Solidarnosc but

I think that important paral-
lels can be drawn.

Firstly, it is a class move-
ment rather than a sectional
union. It is concerned with

running society rather than

reforming certain aspects
such as wages.

Solidarnosc, even under
Walesa’s leadership, is
involved in dual power rela-
tionships with management

of factories and with the

Stalinist bureaucracy, even
to the extent of organising
the distribution of material
to factories so that produc-
tion can carry on.

Why did Sohdarnosc arise

in its existing form rather

‘than as workers’ councils
~which  Trotskyists have
mistakenly looked for as
signs of developing organs of
a workers’ state? This is
clearly explained by the
lessons that the Polish
working class learnt after
1956 when the workers’
councils were incorporated
into the official Stalinist
state.

It was highly unlikely
that workers’ councils would
re-emeige. Instead the woik-
ing class would create a new

form of orgamsatlon — and
Solidarnosc is that.

How should Trotskyists

relate to Solidarnosc? Social-
 ist-Organiser focusses on the
- struggle between the centre

I think that lf Solidar- -

.

‘around- Walesa.and the left
around - Andrzej Gwiazda, -
and over estimates the -
influence  of. ‘the Catholic :
- church - (whose role as a
- focus agamst oppression - 1n;
7 Poland is - sumlar to that in-
| :«-,lreland) |
.. But the questlon that o
| @;’Irotskylsts should be raising . . (-
is not whether Walesa is: g g
going far enough, but that .
. Solidarnosc should. actudlly. B Ela#i ¥
- start-to reflace Jihe ‘Stalwmitst | R g
“state as the force in Poland.” - e o
‘The' struggle of “All power
“to Selidarnesc” should be.- .. - - . £
the slogan of the-Trotskyist' -~ - °
- wing of Solidarnosc, aware - <. T
‘that the leadérship at the - -~
- moment is nnwﬂhng to take;;-; A
power - e
. 0ns such a basxs the‘ L
o ssibility: of . winning - the - -
| sghsh working class to-inter- -
national socialism is- possxble S
" Comradely greetings,

CHARLIE SAREL
L eicester

4
g
L

erteback to

Socialist Organiser
28 Middle Lane

‘London N8

a General

THE Socialist Organiser edi-
torial of 24 September
entitled ‘“‘Organise for a
General Strike>’ was a serious
political error and only
serves to
confusion about this demand-

which has plagued the

revolutionary left for too

long.

. Your editorial put for-

ward the following strategy:
1. There should be united

strikes against the Tories’ 4%

" limit. In this way the strong

unions will help the weak.
2. Strikes against the 4%

limit must be generalised

with the TUC
general strike.

3. Such a general strike
will be lead by local action
committees who will develop
the strike so that it a) breaks
the 4% limit; b) wins the
rising scale of wages;, C)
brings down the Tories; d)
has the potential of raising
a workers’ government.

In order to show the
danger of such a strategy in

calling a

the present period we must

first realise precisely what a

. general strike is.

There 1is

difference between a

 national strike or one day

stoppage and an indefinite
general strike.

The reality of a general
strike is that even if it 1is
entered into for limited
demands (e.g. break the
4%) it creates a position of
dual power between the

working class and ruling
It would (as your

class.

continue - the -

a world of

.. retreat.

' " There
- co-ordinated fight
.. thecuts, and now even-trade -
S union membersth is declin-
."ing. The period is character-
the mabﬂrty qft;i':f;f}i‘jsov1ets and haye reahsed the -
*-_neeess;ty ‘of “seizing- ‘power.
" This" is not the case at thef.

- fmoment

§i.  rank. and -file
.,‘stmgg}es "
- confines - of their |
Thls was- true. in- the civil -

servants ‘dispute . and- steel -
: .only at 4 specific stage:inthe-- -
R Welw)m and Hatfxeld

~YS.

—_

editorial points out) pose the
question of state power. The
result of a situation of dual

power is either the working

class replaces capitalism or

‘the working. class retreats,
- which would certainly result

in years of demoralisation

and confusion — like the

period = after the 1926

General Strike. o
Reaction

In fact a failure to move

forward from a general strike

to seizing power could well
lead to the triumph of reac-
tion like in Italy in the
1920s.

Clearly then a " general
strike is the ultimate weapon
of the working class this side
of taking power. The
demand should not be
lightly used and is only rele-
vant in a pre-revolutionary
situation when the working
class is everywhere challeng-
ing the authorlty of capital-
ism. It is meaningful to
agitate for %general strike in
a period of -growing dual
power, in any other situa-
tion it is irrelevant.

The first duty of revo-
lutionary socialists 1is to
look the facts in the face.

The reality of the present )

situation is that the work-
ing class movement began to
suffer from considerable
confusion and demoralisa-
tion wunder the Callaghan
government. This developed
into a major defeat with the
election of Thatcher. Now

on the question of jobs and
prices the working class isin
- Struggles . against
o 'unemployment have-been in

isolated factories with the

- exception of the'miners. The -
TUC has been able to defuse

‘the enthusiasm built up
during the People’s March

and sidetrack it into vague
unemployment o

- strike would have to. be led.

ideas of
centres.

Btghtward lurch

ised . by

leaders

istrike. - The latter. failed to
develop mto a flght to retam ,_

jObS

i$" no- natronaﬂy
_against -

beyond . the

- THERE HAS beeu a singular
“lack of comment in the
British left wing press on the

subject of the recent
Thatcher-Mitterrand  talks,
and the degree of unanimity
expressed by both partici-
pants. This

the, projected Channel

'Iztfhnel, and discussions on.
 fisking rights but extended

to the domain of foreign
policy. |

. It was i fact on that
issue that their agreement
was most striking.

Yet it should hardly be
- _surprising considering the
" anti-Sovietism which is the
| hallmark of both Mitterr-

Added to this sad story
is now the rightward lurch
of the leadership of the
Labour Party and some
major trade unions. Revolu-
tionary policies have gained
no serious hold over the
mass of workers.

- Comrades, this is hardly
the situation to be demand-
ing a general strike.

The most worrying thing
about your editorial was the
call for the TUC to call a
general strike. For weeks
Socialist = Organiser has
tightly been slamming the
TUC for its inability to
lead any kind of fight. To

- now wish to place the fate

of the labour movement in
their hands by calling on
them to start what would
be a struggle for power must
confuse many of your
readers.

I am all for calling upon
those in a position of leader-
ship to lead so that their

shortcomings can be exposed

through the experience of
struggle, but let us not
attempt to do that in such a
dangerous manner.

Fixed ideas

Perhaps you believe that
once a general strike is
underway the working class
will in the course of events
be won to a revolutionary

position. Unfortunately
history has shown_ this does
not happen.

The working class rarely,

if ever, changes horses in mid
‘race.
‘with a fixed set of ideas, any .
~ rethinking is done after -the.

They go into. battle.

fight. To ask workers to go

~ into a general strike with all
‘its implications, when there-
is no revolutionary party,

nor sight of one, 1s mespon-

- sible.

As there is no. revolutlon-
ary leadership. any general

by the present- reformist.
leadershlp Defeat would be
m unjess-yeou. seriously -

-believe that -a Tevolutionary: -
. party would be born during -
R the strike. - | )

‘Por.a sueeessful genetal\'_..--a-,-
stnke the working class must. :
~“telling outright lies “about - -

-us. Militant speakers have . - -
. never. been  banned. :Also ., d
_sales of the Militant paper... see VL

be ‘capable” of creating

class struggle. We must learn

'not to use the demand inde- -

wide area of .
agreement covered not only
‘economic questions such as

- the  traditional

trike

e QQMﬂyen - neve;the-

-Jc-'t'*”

“The: demand s televant,_-.,-.:\

 Class Fighter: supporters--.gif."@ LT e e e {:
Welwyn and Hatﬁeid YS ’

“and’s and Thatcher s foretgn
policies. While maintaining-

pendent of the political situ-
ation. One organisation who
were for ever guilty of such
an offence was the Woikers
Revolutionary Party.

Their ritualistic demand
for a general strike (usually

every May Day!) could only
result in workers seeing the

demand as irrelevant or mis-
taking its fundamental revol-
utionary character. The
demand is only worth raising
in a period when woskers
will fight for it.

Ritualistic
Please do not misunder-
stand what I am saying. I
am in favour of strikes
against the 4% and hopefully
such strikes would spread.
But I hope that I have
explained why a general
strike is an entirely different
kind of strike and a non-

demand at present.
Your editorial debased
the general strike demand

and was a. collapse into
syndicalist politics.

Y ours fraternally,
'V.O’BRIEN

AS AN.ex-member of the
- Militant Tendency I would

- like to put my ex-comrade
- David Herincx nght on & .

few things.
The fact is that Ware and

Hertford - Class Fighter
support.ers were told - that

they could not sell their

paper. on. YS activities

because it ‘‘did not repres-- . -

t the ma ority of the YS -
o ;I‘rug thxs was::;' A Welwyn at the time. |
. gi ‘--f'?j.about Miht:mt_ supporters“

‘opinion”’
~ later

leas,rtmsaad

Comrade Hernm hm
never - attended ‘our YS

have never been banned

. successive

. a greater Wi
previous French I‘remdents :
~ to come under the American

exemplified

_F::,ench

- giving the EEC a

YS repl

True, over two years ago
Hatfield

. governmental stance of a
relative independence from

American State Department
positions, as com

ments, Mitter: ':

nuclear umbrella, as in the

deployment . of Crulse
missiles.
This relative mdepen-s

dence allows the Mitterrand

1 regime a greater leeway for

opportumst manoeuvres
than is afforded :to other
European

by the stance
adopted -alo

El Salvador, .
opefully few on the left
wouid be so naive as to

accept French ploys in that

area as a
positive”

2 “‘logical and
~response to the

- repressive policies of the El

Salvadorean regime, a des-
cription
Secretary of the Chile Solid-
arity Campaign in a recent
1ssue of Soc1ahst Challenge

Sophlsttcated

This common response of".

Mitterrand and: Thatcher
towards the Soviet Union

has distinctive characteristics

in each case. Mitterrand’s
anti-Sovietism is arguably
more sophisticated in that
it is within the framework of

foreign policy independent

of the two major super-
powers in terms of making.

its own initiatives on the
world arena.
Thatcher’s response rises

little higher than the con-
ditioned reflex of a blue-

rinse Tory backbencher.

Yet, whatever their dis-
tinctive features, it is this
common hostility to the
Soviet Union that draws
them together.

This development should
also be set within the
context of the moves
presently proceeding within

the EEC on the questions of

“security’” and defence. The
search for common policies
and initiatives in these areas
has moved forward recently
with a paper presented by
the German Foreign Minister
Genscher, and discussions
which are reported to have
taken place “in a stately
home in Hertfordmire_"’.
Genscher strongly
believes that agreement on

Welwyn and

pared fo
=B the slavish boothckmg of
_British ‘govern- B

o ‘together.

reg;mes as 1Is -

ng; with Mexico
- toward§ th,e dmtatorshlp m-j' |

penned by the

‘of the

specific -

~ socialist

(Welwyn -~ and: Hatﬁeld)

“Yet he is not ‘averse to - lvely-8
oplmons, %

- YS voted not to allow copies. -
) ofMﬂltanttobesoldonone
~ day of action, but 1 was & -
© Militant supporter at that
time and it was after a
. long feud between us in
, Mxhtant and the rest of- -

the YS. ~
. There . were no Class.

F hter supporters m

' We have made obj

S0 has' 'proved th

=5

 while there have been amy .« - o ,

- ‘get the scetie’ by e
e bmg Openshaw as "Corona.
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these issues is essential to
hold the Market together. -
Recessionary pressures .can
only mean increased in-fight-
ing threatening the existence
of the EEC farm pohcy and
budget.

A greater degree of unan- -
imity on the pohtlca] 1ssues |
defence and  “‘security”

become the cement that

holds the rotten edifice |

Whilst a good deal has

- been written in the bour—
- geois.  press

about: the
‘essential - elements of

common foreign pohcy (e g .
East-West = relations, - the
Middle East, ete) httle has .

“been revealed on. what is
~meant by -

“‘security”
policies, a field not specific-
ally covered by the Treaty
of Rome. That this is now
moving further up the

~agenda suggests not just
more cooperation in suppres- -
~ sing urban ‘““terrorism’ but .

also a growing awareness of -
the necessity to cope wﬁh P
working class unrest. :

As these pohtlcal aspects

EEC = become -
. prioritised, lt 1s all the more -
- surprising- find John

O’Mahoney 1n a recent issueé .
of Socialist Organiser (in a
reyview of Tony Benn’s
article (“Britain " as a
Colony™) referring to EEC
membersth as a ‘“formal
relationship”. This 1s then
counterp osed to the “real”

\,Questlon which is the econ-

omic crisis of capitalism, the
determinant of the course of
the class struggle in Britain
irrespective of membershlp :
of the EEC.
This is economic reduc-
tionism with a vengeance.
-To highlight the growmg
political role of the Market
is not to depict it as a “con- .
spiracy” but is to draw
attention to the very real
political handcuffs  being

sha ed for ‘the European
working class. N
The possibilities  now -

emerging of the electionofa -
Papandreouded left wing
government in Greece on an
anti-EEC platform,
strengthens those forces in
Britain campaigning on a
programme for -
British withdrawal and the

break-up of the EEC, not as -

the prelude to. a retreat to a
“siege economy’’ mentality
but as the essential precon-

dition for a true inter- |
natlonahsm
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THE WORKERS of
Western Europe face as
“opponent a capitalist
class united in the EEC.
‘We face the same bur-
“eaucratic EEC appara-
tus, operating to integr-
ate and homogenise
rules, laws and national
government policies
affecting the workers of
ten countries. |
Go-it-alone  national
solutions, such as that
which the majority of the
- British Left proposes,
are simply not adequate
to the situation: little-
Britain socialism is not
apossibility.
" There is only one
“alternative to choosing
to try to perpetuate the

~ national division of the

working class, which is
increasingly absurd (and
reactionary) in face of

the evolution of capital-
_ism in the EEC and the

workers. | |
We must appeal to

the workers of Europe,

and unite with them to

~hammer out a common’

workers’ programme for
‘a Socialist Europe and

~_for common action in the
- class struggle now.

The basic ideas ,whiCh"*
express this belief are

these, spelled out for'.

brevity (and, .| hope,
“clarity) in the form of
*‘yes’ and ‘no’

" NO to the bosses’ Market:
" NO to bosses’ Britain.
 YES to the Socialist Unite

States of Europe. -

"NO to the reactionary
“utopia“ of an independent
Britain. NO to the delusion
that there is or can ever be

- apurely British solution to

-~ the historic decline of -
" British capitalism. o

YES to a workers' gov-

ernment to replace Thatch-

er and begin to reconstruct
society in the interests and
according to the needs of
the workers — a govern-
‘ment which will cut through
the vested interests of the
British ruling class and, as
necessary, defy and repud-
iate the rules, dictates and
institutional and constitu-
tional constraints of the
IMF and the EEC, -etc.
This workers’ government
should appeal to the work-
ers of Europe over the

" heads- of their rulers for

a common programme and
common action against the

‘capitalist class in the entire

EEC. o ;
YES to the economic and
‘social = reconstruction of

Britain as part of the Social-

ist United States of Europe.

NO to all variants of —
- unconditionally reactionary
— - *PBritish nationalism,

insularity, and isolation- -
ism; and war on their
malighant - - manifestations -

" “in society and: especially in

the labour movement — on

‘chauvinism, ~ xenophobia,
‘and racism: " - -

"NO to import controls —
the core of the Left’s ‘alter-
“native’ to the EEC — and
- to similar reformist ideas
'which point away from the
struggle for socialism, be-
cause they necessarily

~~ common front of the
.. EEC capitalist states.

“That alternative is unity |
of the’ European |

state-

- gressive

‘point away from internat-
jonal working-class unity.
'These- policies. are Tretro- -
and- reactionary

even within the post-war
. development of capitalism. - .

YES to the ‘economic and
social  reconstruction of

Europe in the interests of

the working class — by
way of building on the post-

war integration of the West

European economy, seizing
‘control of it rather than

seeking to uhécramblé. it.
- 1t is- neither ‘possible nor .

desirable to reverse. the

_inadequate steps already
taken by the capitalists
“fowards realising one of the
' prerequisites- of socialism
'— ‘the integration of the:

European economy.

NO to the suicidal British- .-

nationalist poliey of pitting
worker against worker by

seeking an advantage for

one section of the European

CONCLUD)
analysis of , 1y, IN
O'MAHONY suggests a political platform of ideas and

It is nationalism " that -
 blinds the British labour
movement to the. fact that-- -
in socialist working-class

_slogans to allow the British la |
for a socialist alternative both to EEC capitalism and
to British capitalism. . E

‘working class’ {via import- -
" controls) that can.only be
~had at- the f;g:gpevnse_ of,

) .
“ v

terms, pitting  Weish
against Ruhr steelworkers

(for example) is not serious-
ly different from setting

Yorkshire steelworkers to
compete with Welsh. In

NG his discussion article »ofi;ﬁ Tony Benn's
‘Britain as

bour movement to fight

Nationalism 1S
main line of
union leaders

Europe as inside Britain,

‘any advantage thus gained
— in living standards or
~ jobs — would be paid for

 Yuinously by a  massive

destruction of class solidar-
ity without which no overall
working-class ~~  political
action can emerge.

. The central concern of
socialists 1s to promote. and
“develop that class solidarity

and class identity within

and across state boundf§
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for the workers of Europe
“will--have - to “include the
following points:

* Internationally-coordi-

- inated action to defend jobs

through occupations.
* A Europe-wide cam-
paign to eradicate unem-

scale of wages. Unite the
European |
ment to fight for a price
index calculated by work-

ers’ organisations as the

basis for clauses in all
‘wage agreements to pro-

vide automatic monthly

rises in line with the true

~cost of living for the work-
ing class. ‘ '

¢ Defend all jobs. Open
the books of those firms
that threaten closure or
redundancies, along with
those of their suppliers,.
bankers, linked companies,

and branches throughout

capitalist Europe.

" Nationalisation without

compensation under work-

ers’ management, and the
beginning of planning and"

integration in our interest.
® For the trade unions in
cars, steel and other indust-

¥ ries to prepare for a Europ-

ean workers’ government

1 by working out their plans-
‘to develop and reorganise

their industries throughout

‘Europe. Build and develop-
international combine com- -

mittees. |
¢ Immediately, our unit-

1 ed Europe can only be a
I united European workers’

movement to fight both the
bosses’ EEC and the
bosses’ national govern-
ments. |

The West European lab-
our movement must devel-
op links with Solidarnosc,
the pioneer labour move-
ment of the Stalinist states.
At present no real labour
movements exist in the
Stalinist states apart from

aries. We must oppose and
fight everything in the

labour movement that
undercuts it, repudiates

it, or works against it.

" Delusory
.-,..The \l ‘option’ of the

restoration - of ~ ' Britain’s

*independence’ is delusory.
It necessarily’ points the

- British labour movement
away from facing up to the -
fact that no working-class

policy today can be a solu-
tion to Britain’s problems if

unity to

| ployment by winning work-
‘sharing at full pay. s
"¢ A -Europe-wide work-

{ ers’ movement to beat
I inflation by the sliding

~ jabour move-

it does not pose the working - |
eluds reorganisation of .the .
“European- economy (at .
least), and build European .
- working-class
“darity and organic political

» W N .~ veegy
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Poland: they were destroy-

ed by the ruling bureau-
crats who inhabit their
shells.

The West European-lab-
our movement should use

~ its strength to support- the
“call. from ~ Solidarnosc’s

recent congress for the

-creation of real labour
“movements in the Stalinist

states. . S
- The first act of fraternal

~and sororal solidarity must
“ be to break off all collabor-

ation with the police-state
‘trade unions’ of the Stalin-
ist states, and to express
support for the real — sav-
agely persecuted — trade
unionists in the Stalinist
states: with, for example,
the USSR’s ‘psychiatric’

political prisoner Vladimir

Klebanov,
Unity
That is the way to pre-

figure the unity of all
Europe, east and west,

which will only bé achieved
by overthrowing both capit-

alism and totalitarian

‘bureaucratic rule.

"¢ Against the existing
institutions of the bosses’

EEC, which bring the
general irrationalities of -

capitalism to the level of
murderous absurdities,
bureaucratically administ-
ered (for example, food
mountains amidst poverty),
we must fight for the crea-
tion of Europe-wide demo-
cracy and public account-
ability, at least such as
exists in the component
parts of the EEC. Equal
political rights for all work-
ers in the. EEC: full voting
rights = for immigrant
workers. . | |

e For a labour movement
campaign to expel all US
bases and remove all
nuclear weapons from
Western Europe.  .:

 For a workers’ govern-
ment in Europe and the
Socialist United States of
Europe.

and industrial integration
and coordination of the
European labour - move-
ment, which means mainly
collaboration and integra-
tion - of the labour move-
ment" of the EEC -(since,
outside of  Solidarnosc,
there is no labour move-
ment in Eastern Europe).

" YES to labour ‘movement

unity in Europe, as the pre-

figuration of the Socialist

United States of Europe

- and the replacement for the
" EEC. For the elaboration of

a common programme of

-action by - the ~European
labour movement — Init-

_ially by its left wing — fora.

.European workers’ govern-

B . . .
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“BUILD A FIGHTING
LEFT!”
Socialist Organiser Public
- Meeting |
Tuesday October 20 at
7.30.pm
- :Speakers |
~ Alan Thomett’
(TGWU Deputy Convenor
BL Cowley Assembly Plant
in a personal capacity)
Rachel Lever
(Secretary, Women’s Fight-
back Campaign)
Dr Johnson House

Colmore Circus,
BIRMINGHAM

LABOUR AND THE FIGHT
- FORJOBS
Thursday 22 October
7.30 pm North Islington
Library, Manor Gardens,
off Holloway Road
Speakers include
Laurence Scotts (invited)
‘Alan Thornett
Mick Woods (St Mary’s
Hospital Occupation Com-
mittee)

Maureen Leigh, Islington
North CLP
Sponsored by Socialist
Organiser and local labour
movement bodies

NATIONAL
UNEMPLOYED WORKERS
MOVEMENT
National Conference

31 October-1 November
Goldsmith College Student
Union

New Cross, London
Full details available from
Leicester UWU, c/0 52,
Wyville Row, Leicester
Tel: 0533-898324

Anti-Apartheid
Movement

Conference: Sunday
November 1,10 to 5.30

] at Westminster Cathedral

Conference Centre, Mor-
peth Terrace, SW1.
- Open to all AAM
members: details, AAM,
89 Charlotte St, W1.

DEMONSTRATION
“Stop the deportation of
Nasreen Akhtar
Saturday 17 October
Assemble 2 pm at
Church Stile, behind Town

LAST December 12 workers .
were

and. shop stewards
sacked by Michael Edwardes
at the Longbridge plant. The
Metro. was brought to a
standstill in their defence
and every national news-
paper made it headlines for
weeks.

The TV screamed that
militant workers were once
again about to bring BL to
its knees.

The media was openly
used to wundermine those
victimised, strengthen
Edwardes and ‘hopefully,
break the strike.

Today in Cowley, the
production lines of the two
new models, the - Honda

standstill

by Bill Peters
N

Acclalm and the Morris
Ambassador have been at a
for well over a
week with hardly a mention
in the press or on the TV
networks.

After a week on stnke a
few paragraphs -have begun

to appear tucked away some-

where inside the papers, just
about registering that the
strike is taking place.

Why is this? The stnke is
actually more damaging to
BL than last year’s Metro
strike. The Honda Aecclaim is

~a major new model and it

involves the Ambassador as
well.

The answer is that the
Acclaim launch is actually

this week. This causes acute

embarrassment to BL. How

do you launch a new car
when the production line is
at a standstill?

Fleet orders, which they
hope will come with the
publicity surrounding the
launch are difficult to obtam
if the cars aren’t being
produced. |

Customers are unlikely to
get enthusiastic about a car
which is impossible to
obtain.

It is true that 6,500
Acclaims have already been
produced, but that only
amounts to a handful in the
hands of its distributors.

Now, for a change, BL

Mobilise to win at

by Stan Crooke

IT IS now over two months
since the workers at Glen-
croft Knitwear were sacked
for joining a union.

The labour movement
should have been able to win
the dispute long ago.

In fact there is still no
end in sight to the present
stalemate.

Newman, the firm’s
owner, seems to have been
maintaining normal levels of
production.

Scab drivers

Although piekets have
stopped some supplies from
going in

emsured a continuous supply

of raw materials for the firm.
labour
been

mobilised into supporting

The
movement

Glasgow
has not

the picket lines. The Right
to Work Campaign has called
“mass pickets’ each Tuesday

Newman’s nephew
and scab lorry drivers have

which has attracted 20-30
extra pickets, but this is only

a drop in the ocean com-
pared to what could be
mobilised if the Trades
Council and Labonr Party
Scottish Council were to

- take the lead in calling on

workers to join the picket
lines..

Organised Dblacking of
Glencroft products - at the
airport still hangs in the air.
One of the National Union
of Hosiery and knitwear
Workers (NUHKW) fuli
time officials told Socialist
Organiser:

Keep' quiet

“Blackmg at the airport
has been stepped up. You
can draw your own conclu-
sions on what I mean by
that.”

Presumably he means
that blacking is being organ-
ised but the union wants to
keep quiet about it since it
would contravene the Tories’

doesn’t want publicity for

this strike. They want the
launch to go ahead and
potential customers to be
unaware that the production
lines are at a standstill and
the plant surrounded by
pickets.

So Britain’s ‘free press
who normally produce BL
headlines as a reflex action
goes silent,

The strings have been
pulled, the briefings have
taken place and BL policy is

effective and - uniform
throughout all sections of
the media.

- Unfortunately for BL,
influence at this time in the
opinion-forming media is not

Glencroft

recent anti-union legislation.

But it the blacking is
carried out, how do you
keep quiet about it then?

Reserve army

Newman has again been
able to advertise for workers.
A month ago the West of
Scotland - branch of SOGAT
passed a motion blacking all
adverts for Newman. Despite
this, the Glasgow Evening
Times, on two separate days
last week, contained adverts
for apolications to work at
the firm. .

A number of applica-
tions were made on the
following days but none
were taken on. Newman told
them that there were no
vacancies at the moment and
took therr names and
addresses for future refer-
ence.

So apart from the scabs
now Kkeeping production

enough to resolve their

problems
The plant is still at a

-~ standstill, it is still ringed by

pickets and they stlll can’t

going, Newman is building
up a reserve army of scab
labour.

What next for the
dispute? According to the
NUHKW official ‘“We are
pursuing the matter through
all remaining channels.” In
practice this means they are
waiting for ACAS. But
mobody even knows the
date of the next meeting of
the tribunal.

Mobilised

If the working class of
Glasgow is mobilised by the
trades councii and the
Labour Party, the workers at
Glencroft can win the
dispute before ACAS comes
up with its irrelevant
decision.

supply their customers even
if they mislead them into
placing orders,

Jobs
face
axe

by Jim Denham

AT THE end of March 1982
Allegro production at BL
Longbridge will be halted.
This will mean the closure
of the CAB 2 area and the
end of ‘E’ series engine
production in the Cofton
Hackett area.

BL say that the 1500
jobs affected will be cut
through voluntary redund-
ancy and ‘natural wastage’.
Many workers at Long-
bridge fear that BL’s real
plan is to close down all
engine and transmission
production at the plant and

bring in imported units

~ from VW and Honda.

What is certain is that
the so-called ‘‘slimming-
down’’ operation will con-
tinue throughout the com-
pany until the unions take
a firm stand and fight for a
policy of work-sharm on
full pay to defend jobs.

BL workers are increas-
ingly willing to fight in
defence of jobs as unemp-
loyment rises, and a succ-
essful fight on the wages
issue this year would give
workers the strength and
confidence to turn the tide.

®
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Hall
Rochdale
Scrap the Bomb! * Organise the left to beat back the Tories’ attacks! No to iiabfour néovue(;nent-k Or anfise full s(tilpport for black self- SO"“IISt Ofgﬂnlser A"I(lme I
- attacks on union rights; defend the picket-line; no state eience, bu workers’ ¢nce squaas
E?Dddemgnftgatlozlz’ interference in our unions! No to any wage curbs. Labour ; The Eapllltaclilst I)Oéllcet are ank enettlllly ﬁ(\); thebworklng Cll(aSS To make Socialist Orgamserareal campaigning paper that
naon, vctober st support all struggles for better living standards and upporti a fmands 10 weaken them as a bosses’ striking
’ . e PP eel force: dissolution of special squads (SPG, Special Branch, Can organise the left in the movement, i needs its own

organised activist support — and money.
Local supporters’ groups have been established in most
big towns to build a real base for the paper.

Supporters are asked to undertake to sell a minimum of
Six papers an issue and to contribute at least £1 a month
(20p for unwaged). So becoming a supporter helps build
our circulation and gives the paper a firmer financial base.
If you like Socialist Organiser think it's doing a good
job, but realise that it can't possibly do enough unless you
help, become a card-carrying supporter.

Fill in the form Celow and serid it to: Socialist Organiser
c/028 Mlddle Lane, London N8.

conditions. .
* Wage rises should at the very least keep up with price

. increases. For a price index calculated by working class
organisations, as the basis for clauses in all wage agreements
to provide automatic monthly rises in line with the true cost
of living for the working class. The same inflation-proofing
should apply to state benefits, grants and pensions.

* Fight for improvements in the social services, and against
cuts. Protection for those services against 1nﬂat10n by auto-
matic inflation-proofing of expenditure. For occupations and
supporting strike action to defend jobs and services.

* End unemployment. Cut hours, not jobs. Fight for a 35
hour week and an end to overtime. Demand work-sharing
without loss of pay. Organise the unemploved — campgign
for a programme of useful public. works to create new jobs

MIDb, etc.), public accountability, etc.

*Free aboriion on demand. Women’s equal rlght to work and
full equality for women. Defend and extend free state
nursery and childcare provision.
¥ Against attacks on gays by the state: abolish all laws which
discriminate against lesbians and gay men: for the right of the
gay community to organise and affirrn their stand publicly.

* The Irish people — as a whole — should have the right to
determine their own future. Get the British troops out now!
Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act. Political status for
Irish Republican prisoners as a matter of urgency.

* The black working people of South Africa should get full
support from the British labour movement for their strikes,
struggles and armed combat against the white supremacist
regime. South African goods and services should be blacked.

- evolutlon
IDanuvary 31: Stalinism.

17.00 pm. For further details
; hone 609 3071.
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hospltals not a penny for ‘defence" Nationalise the banks
and financial institutions, without ~compensation.: End- the

fascists off the streets. Purge racists from positions in the.

Jabour movement lies in the rank and file. Our perspective

" must be working class action to raze the capitalist system
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| y for the unemployed. : : : _ o~ -

1 LAMBETH SOCIALIST | | * 1t is essential to achieve the fullest democracy in the labour.

: ORGANISER | | | movement. Automatic reselection of MPs during each parlia-

2 * Defend all jobs! Open the books of those firms that threat- ment and the election by annual conference of party leaders. ' want more mformatlon /| WlSh tO becomea Soclalist

Educational Programme t | . ! el A erenc ho Should b
en closure or redundancies, along with those of their suppl- Annual election o trade umqn officials, who shou e Ny _
3 October 25: Labour Theory iers and bankers, to elected trade union committees. For Paid the average for the trade. . o Orga_ﬂlser supporter(
of Value occupation and blacking action to halt the closures.. For * The chaos, waste, human suffering and misery of capitalism | | |
ovember 29: State and nationalisation - without compensation under workers’ BOW — in Britain and throughout the world —~ show the . N A o s e,
evolutlon management urgent need to establish rational, democratic, human.control Tt
: * k h ork ng class. Mllhons for over the ecconomy, to make the decisivé sectors of industry | | |
ember 20: - The Russnan Make the bosses pay, not t rie N ~ social property, under workers’ control. The strength of the AAAT OGS i e

. d other public’ sorvrms ,
‘February 28: The Ongms in%err::;eb;r:;naﬁg f:&g cil housing an P - down to its fOUHddthI'IS and to put a working class socialist 8 ... ...l
EfthelLabour Party. tart t % Scrap all unmlgratmn controls. Race 1s not a: probl( m: a{ternatrve h its, tpl«»"C*‘ ; fdtl:?;gt?ancfuaV1§§ff§r; Igléffzg?: -
All meetings star 2 bilise to drive the atives run the system and waiti or m s
g racism is. The labour movement must mobili y, of the bankers and the bosses.
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AUEW Distrid
|Committee call

A or swindales 10
by John Mcllroy and Noel . i
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'TUESDAY 29th Septem- e I n ve St I g ut e

ber represented a small but ; |

-important step forward for
the Laurence Scott strikers,
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turbing set of circumstances

of thousands of workers are

now 28 weeks into the fight .
- to keep their factory open. : ?
This evening the Man- . .
chester North  District : | EEEREE | | |
Committee  unanimously ’ RECENT revelations in the . Behind closed doors for
D oE the corablish. press have established a dis-  private profit the livelihood

demanding .the establish-

ment of a Labour Move-

ment Inquiry into the aff-
airs of Laurence Scott and
related companies.

Discussions

After discussions
between ourselves, Laur-
ence Scott convenor Dennis

Barry and District Secre-

tary Duggie Daniels, the
resolution from Manchester
15 AUEW was moved at
the  District Committee
by Brother Daniels.

- Divisional Organiser
John Tocher told us, ‘I

fully support the resolution®*

Dave Douglass, NUM
Delegate, Hatfield Main
 Colliery, told us '

~  "I'll be back-
ing this to the hilt’’. Dave
is now taking the resolution
as a first step to the Don-
caster Area NUM ‘comm-

ittee, which represents
ten pits.
Important

It is certainly important
that this initiative should be
taken forward as a means of
strengthening the struggle

at-Scotts. We urge all trade
union and . Labour Party
activists to raise it in their

wards, branches and
committees.

In itself, however, this
demand is insufficient.
The view of the Scotts

stewards is that the Final

Appeal Court on October

making the dispute unoff-
icial without placing the
settlement before the Man-

chester North  District
Committee for acceptance
or rejection. |

The committee would, of

course, have rejected it.

They feel that such an
overturning of the KExecu-
tive will provide the means
for renewed support and

This reimposition of pick-
eting in Doncaster is vital.
In our view, -even a token
presence there now could
put the question to the

workers there and in the

mines and docks and pro-
vide the start of a fight-
back.

Despite the difficulties
the Scotts workers would
face, we think this effort

told us ‘‘I agree with the
philosophy underpinning
the demand for a Labour
Movement inquiry and I
now propose to take it up
at the Confed.

‘““We have of course our
own problems once more at
Gardiners and what affects
the Laurence Scott workers
affects us.

‘““The closer the links

have of giving Margaret
Thatcher a good going
over.’’

CORRECTION

Dennis Barry would like to
dissociate himself from any
implication or insinuation in
last week'’s Socialist
Organiser report that the
stewards at GEC Openshaw

surrounding the financial

~ affairs of Laurence Scott and

Electromotors and the com-
panies to which it is linked.
In particular, it is alleged
that two directors of a
Laurence Scott subsidiary
PPD* Engineering, conspired
with prominent merchant
bankers Hambro's to take
over another company for
personal gain to the detri-
ment of Laurence Scotts as

they allegedly utilised their

dual position to seduce PPD
customers and workers to
provide orders and staff for

.the advancement of their

own company.

Not only did these activ-

ities potentially provide an
opportunity for Arthur
Snipe through a ‘“dawn raid”
and other similar methods to
purchase a company for one
tird of its market price.

It is further alleged that
the activities of the PPD
directors were also financed
by Coal Industry Nominees
Industrial Investments, a
wholly owned subsidiary of
the National Coal Board's
Pension Fund. |

Moreover, throughout
the present LSE dispute it
has been convincingly argued
that the employers applied
to the
Temporary . Employment
Subsidy in the full
knowledge that a date had
already been established for

the closure of the Openshaw .

factory, and that the subsidy
was simply a weapon in the

hands of Arthur Snipe allow-

ing a satisfactory timing to
the redundancy which would

provide the smallest oppor-

‘whilst . the

" relationship

government’s
-~ employer in

private gain,
, sweat of
thousands more are used to
finance the operation, In this
situation, 650 workers have
been made redundant by
Laurence Scotts at Manches-
ter, now 400 more workers
have been thrown on the
dole queues. -

We therefore call for the

gambled for

 establishment of a Labour

Movement Enguiry into the
affairs of Laurence Scotts
and related companies, its
with the
National Coal Board and its
use of the state TES.

Such an Enquiry could
consist of representatives of
the Laurence Scott workers,
the Manchester North
AUEW District Committee,
the National Union of Mine-
workers and relevant L.abour
Party MPs.

- Co-opt

It could co-opt relevant
experts committed to the
interests of the labour move-
ment, and it would investi-
gate in particuiar:

1) The use of pension
funds in tying workers to the
employers’ interests and
throwing their brothers and
sisters onto the dole queue.

2) The use of state sub-
sidies as a tactic used by the
redundancy
struggles and the conditions
attached to these handouts.

-3) The dealings of LSE as
an important supplier to
nationalised industry and the

‘possibility for such suppliers
to be brought into public

ownership by the next
Labour government, |
We call upon all labou

b 12th will find that Boyd, the reimposition of picket- would be worthwhile. have not from the outsel  ynjty for a fightback by the  movement bodies to take the
2" Duffy, and the Executive ing on Mining Supplies o , ~ between all of us who are  given the fullest moral and  workers. call for such an enquiry
: were in violation of the = Doncaster, Arthur Snipe’s Meanwhile Gardiners’ fighting redundancy the financial support 10 the ‘These type of machina- " into their representative
| AUEW constitution in convenor Tommy McAfee Laurence Scotts dispute. tions are nothing new. bodies.

main plant. - better the chances we all

-~
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RALLY: ‘Bring down
the Tories! Fight for
a workers’ govern-
ment! Build a revolu-
tionary leadership!’

Saturday October 10,
from 10am at
Digbeth Halls,
Digheth, Birmingham

10am-noon and
1-2.30:workshops.
2.30: rally session, -
with speakers includ-
ing a representative
from Solidarnosc, a

the Liverpool

AT LAST
typists, out on strike for
the past four months, have
won solidarity strike action
from three sections of Liv-
erpool NALGO. Five sect-

ijons were balloted last

Wednesday and three are

"-
P
g M

-
4
o

23
ty

.

i)
o o

ixd

= now on official strike with ,TI_’O.tSkY_IStH]USt baCk
5} the other two being held from Poland, Dennis
b in reserve in the meantime. Bar ry (Laurence

T
A

This meéans no rent or
rates are being collected in
Liverpool. |

The strike action 18 a

- boost to the typists but
money is short. Many are
the sole breadwinners in:

Scotts),

Tickets £1 (50p
unwaged). Transport
available from most .

B 3 ; \" = ‘ the families and strike pay areas e

- = | S . A - e of £20 a week doesnt N S |

Norkers at Barnes Flexiple packaging, in North Manchester, ~ ~ 8o far. ‘Donations__ etc, More details: WSL,

" have been occupying since August 28 to save 236 jobs. . &0 N {:éﬁo 22’,35’;3‘:;}?0‘1;2 PO Box 135. London

<. .. .. Donations and messages-of support-to."Len Hughes; 163 = . . .. Sireet, Liverpool 1. -~ = S L, _N10DD. -
-~ Argyle St, Heywood, Lancashire. - . R . - - " | R
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solitical —
special laws, taken to special
:nterrogation centres, cON-
victed In
courts with special rules of
evidence
one after another, to face
siow,
political

TRADING on the agony and
distress of the prisoners’
relatives, the Tories have
finally
H-Block hunger strike.

faced down the

The British government’s

denial of political status to
the Republican prisoners in
H-Block and Armagh was

' calculated political option.
;pecial status existed up to
‘976, and many prisoners in

ong Kesh still have it.

The prisoners are clearly
arrested under

special no-jury

. and prepared,

terrible death in a
protest for their

rights.

Inflexibility

Yet silence and inaction
by the British labour move-
ment have allowed the
Tories to maintain their
stand of arrogant inflexib-
ility, while ten men died.

All over the world — In
France and Spain, in the
USA and Australia there
were big demonstrations in
support of the hunger
strikers. In Poland, the
leader of the workers’ move-
ment, Lech Walesa,
expressed his support for
hunger striker Bobby Sands.

In Britain, no prominent
leaders of the labour move-
ment spoke out. The
Scottish TUC passed a
resolution calling for conces-
sions to the hunger strikers,
but did nothing about it.
The demonstrations and
meetings have been small.

But often before it has

That’s why
porters to come

against the Tories.

address 1s:
Socialist Organiser,

Published by the Socialist Organiser All
R oci~tarad ac a2 newspaper at the Post O

CASH
NEEDED !

Well, the well-heeled ‘délegates’ to the SDP travell--
ce, may be able to splash it

nd fine wines, but here at
d every penny we can get

ing circus or is it conferen
about on smoked salmon a
Socialist Organiser, we nee

in order to keep our heads above water.
we depend on our readers and sup-

to our aid each month with dona-

tions to our £2.,000 Monthly Fund.

We recognise that it is quite a sacrifice to make,
parting with hard-earned cash when bills have to be
paid, the kids have to be fed and so on. But without
your money we could not bring you a paper which
fights each week to give leadership in the struggle

The October Fund has

stands at present at just over
long way to go to that £2,000 target soO send us a

donation today and help us on our way.

been a false triumph for a
British government when it
has beaten down lrish
protest, killing republicans
or allowing them to die. And
likewise now.

International pressure on
Britain to make
political move in Ireland has
increased. In the South of
Ireland, nationalist feeling
has been revived and two
hunger-strike MPs have been

elected.

got off to a good start and
£400. But it’s still a.

78 Middle Lane, London N8 -
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some .

Our

iancéﬁ 28 Middle Lane, London N8. Pri
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In the North of lreland,
a huge, terrible pool of
bitterness and fury has been
built up in the Catholic
community, and will pour
out over the coming months
and years.

And in Britain a jolt has
been given to the labour
movement. When Labour
front bench Irish spokes-
person Don Concannon told
the dying Bobby Sands
that Labour would never
support his cause, thousands
of activists were disgusted
and outraged.

Over 50 resolutions sup-
porting ‘troops out’ went in
for this year's Labour Party
conference. The trade union
block-vote beat them down,
but from all evidence the
majority of constituency
Labour activists now support
a solution based on British
withdrawal and a .united
Ireland. |

Back in 1976, when a
Labour government with-
drew political status, there
was hardly any protest from
the ranks of the labour
movement. In September
1976, the Republican prison-
ers denied political status
began the ‘blanket protest’.
They refused to wear prison
uniform, and in retaliation
they were denied clothing,
exercise, free association,
books, remission and normal
rights to letters and visits.

No response

The labour movement
still remained passive. Britain
was deaf to the prisoners’

protest. in
increased harassment from

the face of

prison officers over —such
matters as visits to the toilet,
the prisoners went on 10
the .‘dirty protest’ - - refusing
to wash or slop out,

Still no response. So, last
October, seven  H-Block
prisoners started a hunger
strike. They were joined by
three women in Armagh
before, in December, they
ended the strike in return for
some British government
concessions. -

The government reneged
on the concessions — and
there was little protest in
Britain.

So on March 1, the
second hunger-strike started,
demanding the right not to
wear prison uniform, the
‘right not to do prison work,
free association, the right to
organise their own education

and recreation, and full
remission. \
The death of Bobby

Sands MP on May 5 finally -
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shocked the British labour

movement into some
response. The resolutions
started coming in. Tony

Benn came out for with-
drawal of British troops
(though saying they should
be replaced by the UN).

But our movement’'s res-
ponse was too little, too late.

The next stage in the
bitter  history of the
prisoners’ struggle is not
clear. But there certainly will
be a next stage, whatever

limited concession the Tories
- now grant.

Our job in the British
labour movement is to stir
the Labour Parties from
resolutions to action, and to
extend the spread of support
for lIrish self-determination
from the Labour Parties into
the trade unions and work-
places. .
*Political status now!

Troops out now! |

1Self-determination  for
the trish people as a whole!

" On the streets of Northern Jreland.: still troops. still tension

nted by East End Offset Ltd.. London E2.
represent the views of the SOA. .
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WORKERS throughout the
have reason to fear
Ronald Reagan’s announce-
ment last week of the biggest

arms shopping spree m
history.

The US government,
alreadv  equipped  with

enough bombs and missiles

to exterminate civilised life-

on earth, is to build up its
arsenal still further.

New missiles

Reagan unveiled a $180
billion programme including:
- *3 000 new air-launched
Cruise missiles — on top of
those ground-launched
missiles already destined for
NATO bases in Britain and
Europe. -
*100 new 10-warhead
MX missiles, to be based in
strengthened  silos.  This
replaces an even moOrIe
ambitious scheme for 200
MX missiles to rotate
4 000
spanning vast tracts of Utah
and Nevada. But it still
represents a major increase
in the US strategic arsenal.
*The cancelled  B-1
bomber project is to be
revived and 100 built by
1986, while work begins on

a new radar-evading ‘steaith’.

bomber for the 1990s..

*Back-up communica-
tions and command svstems
are to be upgraded.

Intimidate

. The US imperialists have
2 motive in such colossal
spending. As the economic
ravages of capitalism bite
home, increasing poverty in
“Thrid World’ countries, the
masses are driven to resist
imperialist rule.

Through its vast nuclear
arsenal and build-up of con-
ventional forces US imperial-

ism hopes to intimidate such

C B -

shelters

| Reagan.

struggles, and to threaten
outright use of force against

the Soviet Union .and
~ deformed workers’ states
- should they lend them
support.

For the world’s working
classes, this offers a pros-
pect of growing deprivation
— overshadowed by the
threat of war and nuclear
annihilation. .

Latest NATO analysis
underlines the fact that US
strategy now consists of
using nuclear weapons in

_Europe within five days of
any confrontation with the

USSR. |
" Small wonder that m

Britain, the USA and the
continent of Europe anti-
war movements are growing,
not only among middle class
“neace freaks” but also In

' the organised labour move-

ment. .
A test of this will be the

October 24 CND demonstra-

tion in London. It will be an
important venue for
socialists to argue the need
for action to defeat the war-
mongering Tory government
and thus deal a blow at




