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31,000 say:

SMASH
'H-BLOCK!

by John O™Mahony

TEN DEAD men, And
still the grim rcaper in
Downing Street contin-
pes to hone the edge ol
the scythe.

Still more  hunger
strikers, in single file,
edge painfully towards
death.

Still the official Brii-
ish labour movement
continues to support the
Irish policy of bloody
Margaret Thatcher

And more and more com-
pletely, as death follows
death, the Catholics of
Northern lreland  commit
themselves 1o the hunges
strikers — and the vouth, no
doubt. to the hunger strik-
ers’ army.

On the day Micky Devine
of the lrish Republican Soc-
falist Party died, Owen Cary-
on held the Fermanagh/
South Tyrone seal won lor
the H-Block campaign by
hunger striker Bobby Sands
in April.

The hunger-strikers, capl-
ured prisoners of war, have
found 3 ternble but most
powerful way to continue
their military  struggle by
other means. Ax parl of fer
war effort Mys Thatcher
like Wilson and Callaghan be-
fore her - brands them us
mere  criminals, but  their
deeds in caplivity proye
them to be what they sy
they are — political militants
and soldiers.

Now two elections have
proved that they have mass
popular bucking in the Cath-
olic community. _

The massive support 1oy
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communal-sectarian  bearpit

the hunger strike preparces
of Northern Irefund,

failure. Even the exercise of
majority rule by the artific-
jally created Protestant maj-
ority within the Six Counties
had 1o scrupped by the Rril-

military offensive by
Provisional IRA

Mr< Thatcher may find
that if she breaks the hunges
strike, she will huve unleash-
ed u new large-scale, and
probably more bitter, milit-
ary campoign, in which the
spirit of the desd of Long
Kegh will still confront the
British gavernment, but as

The only way put is for
Britain lo abandon s att-
empt 1o beat down the Cath-
olics who are in open rebell-
jon against being an artific-
jally crested minority within
an artificial sub-stute where
they have been politically,
socially & malitarily oppress-
ed for 60 vears. (The Cathol
ics arc u bigger minority in
the Six Counties than the
Protestants of

for the original 1920 gerry
people of Northern Irefand,
alike, into that stutelet

seck  und negutiate
settlement in the only place
it can be found
framework  of
united Ireland,

I'he Provisional Republic-
uns, shaped by the exper-
jence of S0 years of Orange
rule and by a decade of war
against Brilain, fight in the
best way they can according
o their tradition n the just

preserve partition,

Britain, especially by its
refusal to grunt the prison-
crs' five demands, is respons-
ible for letting the commun

young Republican soldiers al untagonisms bail towards

for every ong of the prison-
ers of war allowed to starve
o death in Long Kesh.
Simultancously, sectarian
hostility is hardening in the
Protestant commumity, The

The British labour move-
ment must understand what
i« happening, and what ‘can
heppen, before it is o late,
and insist on the grunting of
the Tive demands.

peeupation and abandon its
commitment to muintain the
partition of lreland.

From any point of view

PLOY

by Jim Denham

THE supposedly 'left-wing’
leadership of the Transport
and General Workers'
Union could prove to be
Denis Healey's saviour in
the Labour deputy leader-
ship contest.

Moss Evans and Deputy

General Secretary  Alex
Kitson denounced Benn's
decision to stand as soon a3
it was announced. And
despite a number of pro-
Benn resolutions and the
ovident support for them
from the majority of dele-
gates, T&RG President Stan
Pemberton bureaucratically
prevented a vote being
taken on the question at the
last Biennial Delegate
Conference.
So now the decision rests
entirely with the Labour
Party Conference delega-
tion, which is not due to
meet until the day before
the conference! They are
expected to cast the union’s
vote in favour of Silkin in
the first ballot.

And it is beginning to
look increasingly likely that
they'll either abstain or
even vote for Healey in
the second ballot (if there is
one). ;

But to give a democratic
gloss to their covert partic-
ipation in the '‘stop Benn''
campaign, the T&G bur-
eaucrats have uvrganised a
farcical ‘consultation’
process with the regional
committees.

Region 1 (South Fast)
snd Region 5 (Midlands)
have at least contacted the
branches. But in Region 6,
the letters weren't received
until  20th August, and
replies have to be back by
11th September — making
it impossible for many
hranch secretaries Lo con-
sult a branch meeting (even
if they wanted ta )

Pemberton

Warse still, the Region
Jatter includes election)
addresses from Silkin and]
Healey, but not Benn
Regional Office says thers
weren't enough copies of
Benn's address to send out!

In Region 6 (North West)
the Regiona! Committes
hasn't eyen bothered o
contuct Branch Secretares
The Committee took o vote
on the matter, where =
resolution to support Benn
was defeated by one vole
And that's as far as their
consultation went!

The vote should have
been taken at th'+ BDC
And now all the evidence
(including nuMEeroys
branch resolutions) sugs-
ests that a genuine consult-
ation at branch level would
come down heavily o
favour of Benn — espec-
ially in Region 6.

TGWU members should
put resolutions to theis
branches condemning
this farcical ‘consultation
demanding all three elect
ion addresses be circulatec
to all branches, and ths
adequate time be set aside
for all brunches to take s
vote on the question.

The secret 'Stop Benn
plot must be stopped!
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Reinstate
Lothian

teachers

sell-out

by Joe Baxter

LOCAL TRADE union
officials in Lotihian are
moving in to cover the
tracks of the Regional
Council Labour Group’s
climbdown on cuts.

Lothian Joint Trade
Union Committee chair-
person Alistair MacRac
last week told the press
that the committee ‘now
accepted the inevitability
of further cuts’. “No
other council group in
Britain has tried harder
to protesi the interests
of the trade unions and
the citizens” — but, he
said, “There is a limit to
the sacrifices anybody
can make”’,

At a joint meeting of
the Trade Union Com-
mittee and the Lothian
Action Commilttee on
Friday 21, all resolutions
were ruled out of order,
and the full-time officials
steered the meeting onto
a discussion of which
cuts to support.

Panic
The Labour Group,
meeting on Thursday

>0th, voted to repeal the
freeze on new spending
imposed in panic when it
capitulated to the Tories
— but also to po for
further cuts, No
emergency council meet-
ing has been called, so
these decisions cannot be
implemented until the
next regular meeting on
September 1.

It is still not clear
whether the scrapping of*
the freeze will mean that

all of the 900 teachets:

sacked on August 16 get

their jobs back.
The Regional Labour

Parly executive has
passed a resofution
opposing further cuts.
But since it also urges
“no recriminations™
against the councillors
voting for cuts, this

opposition cannot have
much weight.

Casually

Many rank and file
Labour Party and trade
union members are not
so willing to casually tear
up all Lothian’s resolu-
tions about ‘no culs’ and
‘industrial action against
cuts’, and all the
promises made to the
working class of Lothian.

At the full Regional
Labour Party meeting on
September 6, there will
be resolutions calling for
the councillors  who
voted for cuts to be
removed from the panel
for the next elections.

And the NALGO
Region Executive, meet-
ing on August 24,
defeated proposals to

negotiate on details of
the cuts. There is a
NALGO Region branch
meeting on Thursday 27
August and miitants are
preparing resolutions
calling for all-out strike
action to restore the cuts
in jobs and services. and
for joint trade union
workplace committees to
organise the fight against
the cuts.

No cover

The teachers’ union
EIS has officially called

24 years after the fire at
Windscale which resulted in
up to 1,000 tincs more

- radioactive polution than the

Harrisburg incident, somc-
one has actually worked out
the probable effect on the
health of local inhabitants.
Peter Taylor, of the Polit-
ical Ecology Research Group
estimates ihat between 10
and 20 people may have died
as a result of the fire. The
final effect may be preater
when people who werc
foetuses at the time of the
fire have had time to show
ill-effects, as sqme Ccancess
can take up to 30 years to
appear. And yet therc are
Atill those who claim that no

one has ever died from
nuclear power.
* %k k & ¥

Readers may remember
-y writing in SO 34 about

rire at Cap La Hague
suclear  fuel  reprocessing
~iant in France resulting in
“accidental” release of radi-
.ion. A recent report in
¥y rronmental Pollution
~skes il clear that the plant
~:mally  discharges large

Socialist

wimkead No-one eve

amounts ol  radioactive
rubbish into the Chuannel
This is concentrated by sea-
weed up to 10000 times
(this is because seaweed
takes in the radioactive
melals plutoniuvm and amer-
icium but is unable to get rid
of them).

Unfortunately many
food growers in the Channel
Islands use the seaweed as
fertiliser so the radioactive
metals enter  plants  or
become Tfurther concentra-
ted in animal food chains.

This may be a serious
problem for those who eat a
lot of local produce — in
other words, the Channel
istanders — and particularly
the poorer ones. Things will
probably get worse when the
French start running the
serics of pressurised water
reactors planned atong their
northern coast, pouring low-
level waste into the sea.

President Mitterapd, that-
scourge of I'rench apital-
ism, has suspended some
nuclear projects as a sop (o
anti-nuclear campaigners,
but these are likely to be
started up agaiu when a coal-

on ils members not to
cover for the sacked
teachers, and there too
resolutions are  being
pushed for strike action.

Lessons

Confusion and demor-
alisation is, predictably,
still strong after the seli-
out. but Socialist Organ-
iser supporters in
Lothian are determined
not ta Cforgive and
forget’ but to draw
the lessons and help
build a solid class-
struggle left wing that
will prevent future sell-
outs.

Lothian union leaders
cover Labour council

Promises-but no action

STIRLING District Council.
one of the ‘front line’ Scot-
tish councils penalised along
with Lothian, has agrced to
make cuts of £700.000, But
Tory  Scottish  Secretary
George Younger isn't salis-
tfied with this. He is with-
holding £1 million of the
Rate Support Grant until the
£700,000 is not only cut,
but refunded to the rate-
payers.

Jehn Wyles, chairperson
of the Labour Group on
Stirting ~ District  Council
spoke to Rowland Sheret.

Since the Rate Support

Grant will be cut anyway
because of your refusal to
hand back the money, would
it not have been better to
refuse cuts in the first place?

Qur main consideration was
the defence of jobs. The cuts
of £1% million originally

demanded by  Younger
threatened jobs. Cuts of
£700.000 will only touch

ition of right wing Socialists,
Gaullists and “Communists™
vote an nuclear plans in the
French parliament. The
“Communists” are worricd
about the jobs to be lost
from these projects but
don’t seem to care about the
proven hazards of nuclear
power.

our planned build up of
services.

We have consulted with
the univns involved,

Did Stirling Labour Group
sver see itself in a united
fight with Lothian and
Dundee, hoping ta pull in
other Local Authorities?

The task of co-ordination
was really for the Scottish
Council of the Labour Party.
The advice we got from
them was that retention of
jobs was the main priotity.

I was disappeinted with
the role of the STUC and the
trade unions who have
promised so much buf have
produced very little practical
action.

We have been very con-
scious of Lothian’s position.
However in the end we had
to acl as a Labour Group.

The Party has not had a

r died

Yet more evidence of the
perils of radivactive pollu-
tion. Among the 1.5 million
peaple living within 20 miles
of the nuclear weapons plant
near Denver, Colorado, there
are at any time some 500
extra cases of cancer caused
by escapes of mainly phu-
tonivm from the plant. For

united response throughout
Scotland. We have had no
enguiries about our local
position from either the
Scottish  Council  of the
Labour Party or the Council
of Action they have set up
since 27 June.

What lessons have been
jearned from the struggle so
far? *

This is only Younger’s first
round. Neat year he will be
looking ta cut jobs drastic-
ally.

As far as the Scottish
Council of the Labour Party
and the STUC are concerned
I can only say that as long
as the labour movement con-
tinues to recognise the law as
the only ultimate judge,
then we only shackle our-
selves.

Do we have to reach a
riot situation, like Liverpool,
befarc the labour movement
reacts? These are the
questions we must ask,

PHYLIS Heriot, of
Lothian Region Labour
Group has refused to give
categorical assurance
that all the 944 short
term contract teachers
currently sacked under
the freeze on new spend-
ing in Lothian Region
will be given their jobs
back when the freeze is
lifted on September 1
(and a new package of
cuts is substituted).

The Lothian Region
Executive of the teachers
union EIS has decided to
call on the national exec-
utive to authorise all-out
strike action in Lothian
if any of the teachers
are not reinstated.

But these fine-sound-

by Brian Edmands

COVENTRY Labour Left is
leafletting and campaigning
far a boycott of Coventry
Labour Council’s ‘cuts or
rate rises’ referendum on
August 27,

But an emergency resolu-
tion trom Coventry South
West Labour Party,. calling
for a boycott, was defeated
by 10 votes at the District
|.abour Party meeting.

The defcat was helped by
delegates from Coventry
North East LP. who went ag-
ainst their own constituency
decision, takcen the night be-

ing words from the Exec-
utive must be looked at
in the light of the fact
that when the 944 sack-
ings were first announ-
ced, the same Regional
Executive voted against
immediate strike action.

The National Execu-
tive (which does not
meet until 9 September
anyway) is not exactly
renowned for its milit-
ancy, and unless consid-
erable pressure is applied,
it will veto the action
and leave the Regional
Executive playing the
role of frustrated milit-
ants, with relieved and
happy smiles on their
faces

by Callum McRae

Boycott backsliding

fore, to oppose the refer-
endum. These ‘delegates’
moved and seconded a boy-
cott resolution, but then
voted against it!

This appalling backsliding
shows the importance of
maintaining the struggle in
the Labour Party to make
councillors, MPs, delegates,
etc. accountable.

And this struggle must go
hand in hand with the fight
to attract more members, to
make the Labour Party more
habitable for ordinary work-
ers, and to sever the links
with class traitors embedded
at all levels in the labour
movement.

Clampdown
on paper sales

by Brian Edmands

FOLLOWING the recent
anti-racist activity in Coven-
try, the national demonstra-
tion against racist attacks on
May 23 and the series of pre-
cinct rallies initially organis-
ed by the North East LPYS,
the right-wing Labour
controlled City Council has
introduced a strict system of
conirol of all newspaper
sales in Coventry precinct.
These new regulations in-

clude limits on the number

of sellers — only four named
people are permitted to use
each licence — the times, and
the places of sales, The
police are given powers to
harass and move on — and
arrest tor obstruction — any
paper-seller without a valid
permit.

Permits are being issued
free until November 1, when
the system will be reviewed.
So far no applications have
been refused, but each one is
scrutinised for its ‘suitabili-
ity and can be withdrawn.

rom radiation? -~

men the extra cases of
canver ranged bhetween 8%
and 24% ., accarding to how
near the plant they lived,
while for women the range
was 4% to {0%. Cancers thus
caused included leukaemiu,
cancers of  the lung,
vronchus, liver, pancreas and
gonads. And that’s before
they let the bombs aff!

What about after the
bomb goes off? Doctors in
Britain trying to plan for the
aftermath of a nuclear war

have found that much of the
information they require is

classified. Rescarch has been |

cartied out by the Army, but
its results remain secret,
Meanwhile, the East
Anglia  Regional  Health
Authority has produced an
analysis of post-holocaust

health services. It gives a Iist
of herbal remedies to use in
the absence of conventional

drugs — apparently juniper
could be used to cure
cystitis, hawtharn to cure
angina and mistletoe couid
reduce high blood pressure!
Protection against fall out
could be afforded by a
plastic bag over the head
with a hole for a medical
gauze to breathe through.
SO readers may think it
advisable to forget about the
hole.



IS THATCHER SHARPENING
PRE-CONFERENCE KNIFE?

MARTIN THOMAS
looks at the coming
Tory reshuffle

A RESHUFTLE in the Tory
Cuabinet seems certain in the
next few weeks,

Press speculation has it
that the reshutfle will be in
the direction of strengthen-
ing the hard-line Thatcher/
Howe monetarists within the
government.

‘Wet” Employment Secre-
tary James Prior may be sent
to the Northern Ireland
Office and be replaced by
Thatcherite Norman Tebbit.

And Tory Party chair-
person Lord Thorneycroft
could be sacked for giving
too much comfort to the
woets'

Such moves will run
directly counter to the trend
of opinion in the capitalist
class and even in big sections

““The economy
is in the deepest
recession | have
ever known.

‘| don’t see it
picking up where
| am. My friends
don’t detect
bottoming out.
it clearly has not
bottomed out.

I1t's very, very
rough indeed."’
Lord Thorneycroft
speaking to the
Observer, 2nd
August 1981

Socighst Organiacr, {hursday 27 August. 'y8] Page *

“'Turn back?
Hell, no; we only
just got here.”’

Margaret
Thatcher

of the Tary Party. Howe's
Budget this March was des-

““This recession is proving deeper
and longer than anyone expected, and
its effects on particular sections of
society are very acute indeed.

““The British people will not be
prepared for very much longer to
tolerate the worst effects of the
recession if there is not a clear sign that
the sacrifice will have been

worthwhile.””

Francis Pym, speech in
Northumberland, August 1st 1981

cribed by the CBI as “a Kick
in the teeth™, and their views

have not  softened  since.
Revent figures show @ sub-
stantial decline in big-busi-
ness donations 10 the Tories,

But the entire philasophy

ot the Thateheriie leadership .

is based on pig-headedness
clevated into a principle.

The top Tories drew two
conclusions from the tiaseo
ot the  1970-74  Hcath
government,

‘Reflation” - econamic
slumps is. (hey belicve, use-
less  indeed hanntul, Public
spending  to reduce unem-
plovment just pushes prices
up faster.

But at Tory conterences
they also conctuded, "We do
not wunt to return to the
hostility and bitterness
which was seen in the 1970-

4 period. We do not want to
wo through the humiliation
ol an Officiat Sollicitor,”

Norman lebbit himselt
told the 1977 Tory conler-
enee:

“f am a hawk and not a
kamikaze pilot. We are right
to disavow any heavy-
handed legisiation.”

Rigid

So their policy is to lake
on the unions cautiously
and  selectively while a
rigid monctary and public-
spending policy makes indus-
try “leaner und tauter’.

Milton Friedman and the

other economic witch
doctors assure them that it

end. The Tories are nol quite -
sure how,

Keith Juseph declares:

“We do not realty know
the secret of cconomic
growth or how to generate
it . . . Economic growth
began thousands of years
ago, as a result of people
following self-interest . . .7

But the hope that liber-
ated  cut-and-plunder  econ-
omics will lead to revival is
all they have to cling to. It
will take more than a few
bad by-election results or
defections to the SDP to
shift them.

Thus the ‘wets’, who
want less of a blunderbuss
policy, probably  cannot
change  the government’s

direction decisively without
getting rid of Thatcher. And
ta get rid of a leader in the
ultra-hierarchical Tory Party
is not casy.

Chaos

for the labour move-
ment the task now is to take
advantage of the chaos and
division in the Tory ranks.
The Tories are half-unable 1o

. govern already.

A decision by the labou:
movement to break all
collaboration  with this
government, and to launch &
serious  offensive.  could
cripple the Torics complete-
ly and drive them from
oftice,

THE ARISTOCRACY may
have their Glorious Twelfth
when they begin massacr-
ing fat game-birds, but
for the wobbly left it mark-
ed the open season for a
different type of game —
“Trot-spotting’.

A rather tungue-in—cheek
piece in Tribune’s ‘Diary’
suggested the Labour Party
should welcome the affilia-
tion of the Communist
Party for their undoubted
talents. at ‘Trot-spotting’.
This was answered the foll-
owing weeks by Kay Beau-
champ, long-time CP mem-
ber and self-proclaimed
crack shot at this sport.

Crimes
She justified her pre-
viously-quoted  assertion

that ‘Trots’ are totally host-
ile to all that the Labour
Party stands for in a rather
rambling  letter which
identified the major crimes
of the ‘Trots' in her 60
years’ experience of them.
They were ‘critics who
were not to be pacified’,
“They want to take every
battle further than it can
go' (maybe she had in mind
the Laurence Scotts occup-
ation, where the CP firmly
decided ‘thus far and no
further '), they do nut see it

as one battle in which you
can win what you can’ (a
sadly familiar phrase to
workers who try 1o pursue
their struggles in the teeth
of opposition from their
‘leaders’).

Without wishing to nit-
pick, it does seem a rather
feeble catalogue of crime
compared to the mass
murder of workers and
peasants by Stalin, the
back-stabbing of the work-
ers’ movements in Europe
after the war, the brutal
suppression of the Hungar-
ian revolution, the scabb-
ing and sell-outs of work-
ers’ struggles, to name but
a few of the points which
were after all the substance
of the political issues op
which the 'Trots’ were so
unpleasantly intransigent.
Bottom of the barrel stuff,
really.

Disgusting

lgnoring this for a
moment {and there are
plenty of nice lefis who will
ignore it, feeling that it's
rather bad taste to dredge
up the disgustin political
record of one’'s Bpponents
in a debate) it is an unfort-
unate fact that Kay boau-
champ's words will seem as

sweel music to the ears of
many who are tired of the
struggle in the Labour
Party, who fear that it has
gone tou far, who wish to
return to the good old days
before the right wing and
the press called us bad
names.

" The era of meaningful
collaburation between the
CP, the shaky left and the
righl wing is now officially
opened. Stand by your
stakes, witches.

SO THE last bastion of
‘workers' control' in the
nationalised industries has
fallen.

Steel boss lan McGreg-
or, with the backing of
Keith Joseph, has refused
to accept two nominees
from the ISTC [the biggest
union in the industry] as
worker-directors  on  the
BSC board.

The ‘control’ element
was never very evident —
the ISTC claims that their
previous worker-directors
were never even shown the
McGregor plan for restruct-
uring the industry with
massive closures and re-
dundancies.

‘And a look at the two
rejected nominees - one
a manager at Shotton, the
other a full-time union
official! — makes the term
‘workers” look a little
sirained, too.

BSC, however, seems
unabashed and has
appointed that well-known
son of toil, Sir John Boyd
of the AUEW, as a part-
time member on the board.

The ISTC's response is
that 'in no circumstances
would they take part in this
charade’. They threaten
non-cooperation with the
plan and an overtime ban.

Il may be u disastrously

belated death-bed convers-
ion, but with luck other
workers may take the point
about ' phoney ‘worker-
director’ schemes.

THE MANAGEMENT and
unions at Remploy. a gov-
ernment-sponsored  enter-
prise with 85 factories
employing 8.200 severely
disabled workers, have
coine up with their own
unique  contribution o
1981 — the Year of the
Disabled — cheap labour.
Under a new pay compar-
ability formula worked out
last vear. Remploys work-
ers should have received
a 17% rise this year, equi-
valent to £12. Instead they
will get only £5, giving
them a basic of £60.06

will alt come right in the
a week.
The woriginal formula,

agreed by both sides. was
seen as something of a
breakthrough. It was based
on a comparison with male
manual workers’ earnings
in seven different groups.

such as furniture and
Lextiles.
This year, mindful of

government spending cuts,
the unions, led by the
G&M, agreed to the inclu-
sion of another group of
workers in the comparison
— low-paid wemen work-
ers in packaging and light
assembly — thus dragging
down the average.

If ‘woman is the nigger of
the world", then disabled
people fare little better.

A ® * L]
Socialist Organiser Alliance
Ta make Soctalist Organiser a real campaigning paper that
¢can organise the left in the movement, it needs its own

organised activist support — and maney.

Local supporters’ groups have been established in most
big towns to build a real base for the paper.

Supporters are asked to undertake to sell aminimum of
six papers an issue and to contribute at least £1amonth
(20p for unwaged). So becoming a supporter helps build
our circulation and gives the paper a firmer financiat base.

If you like Socialist Organiser, think it's doing a good
job, but realise that it can't passibly do enough uniess you
help, become a card-carrying supporter.

Fill in the form below and send it to: Seciatist Organiser,
¢/n 28 Middle Lane, London N8.

| want more informationC /| wish to become a Socialist

Organiser supporterC

Chopper

Bristow,

the North Sea

pirate

THE HARD-faced piratical
nature of capitalism fecding
off the profits of North Sea
oil is epitomised by Alan
Bristow, chairperson of the
heticopter firm.

The week befare last,
within 36 hours of each
other, two Wessex helicopt-
ers owned by Bristow’s com-
pany came down in the
Norih Sea. One life was lost
in the first crash, and 13 in
the second.

Bristow's comment was
that, looked at in perspect-
ive, ‘this tragedy doesn’t
seem quite as tragic’. He
went on to arrogantly
defend the reliability of his
machines and their safety
record in the North Sea.

But he was soon 1o
change his tune with a deci-
sion to suspend operations
of his Wessex craft and to
level  accusations  against
their makes, Westland, his
former employers.

Bristow's  buccaneering
attitude is no better than can
be expected from @& man
with a rtecord of being a
mercenary attached 1o the
Fronch Foreign l.egion in
{ndochinz and u notorious
strike-buster aver the last
20 years.

When one of his pilots
refused to accept an Over-
seas posting in 1976, he was
sacked. Fifty more pilots
who  took  sympathetic
actjon then lost their jobs.
and Bristow lambasted the
union, BALPA, as ‘fanatical
and destructive’.

Despite  his  bluster.
Bristow has no doubt been
shaken by the revelations in
the Sunday Times of August
16 of 14 serious crashes by
Bristow-owned  helicopters
over the last ten years, with
59 deaths and many injuries

Private operators hase
constantly evaded adequars
safety standards in the
North Sea. There are senc.s
problems of overloading. ani
whereas Dutch, Danish and
Norwegian operators mus
use two pilots, British ksl
copters have only one. <v=7
in ‘blind’ weather.

The whole question
safety in the North Nes O
operations, us well as
particular ctreumstas
surrounding the T
crashes, urgently
investigation and 4.7

by the Scottish TLe
affilinted unions imvolis
the industry.
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GROWING hostility  from
the bourgeoisic and the
United States, coupled with
pressure from the workers
and peasants have now
forced the Sandinista junta

in  Nicaragua into  new
measures,

The  Sandinistas  have
organised  huge rallies and

made a concerted cult tor
expropristing  decapitalised
industrics and lands.

Slaughter

Workers  have  brought
proof  of  indiscriminate
slaughter of livestock and
the sabotage of harvests for
example. Many are also call-
ing for ‘mano dura' (iron
hand) to be exercised against
right wing terrorism, infla-
tion, shortages of consumer

== \World news

"NICARAGUA: ON THE
- TIGHTROPE

poods, bureaucracy, poor
public services, the inade-
quacy ol labour law reforms
and the conflict between
work schedules and militia
training.

At a Sandinista trade
union rally on Junc 18§,
leader Enis Melendez said:

“It is true thal we beat
Somoza’s National Guard,
but we haven't yet beaten
aur main class enemy, the
stubborn bourgevisie.”

On July 19 about half a
million Nicaraguuns conver-
sed on Manugua tor a rally
on the second anniversary of
the revolution inctuding
about 700 truck loads from
Matagalpa,  the  northern
region mast hard hit by right
wing terrorism. They were
addressed by Danicl Ortega,
the junta’s coordinator, who
in a recent interview admit-
ted:

SThe pressure from the
rank and file is high. We've
got to realize it and pive it
a goul, otherwise we uare
gomg to find ourselves with-
out the people and with the
bourgeoisic against us.”

To a storm of applause
he  uannounced  measurcs
which were adopted by
acclamation.

Law

The first was o new faw
cnabling the povernment o
pluce enterprises under its
control on receiving a charge
of decapitalisution from the
workers., If after investiga-
tion the complaint is dis-
missed, workers are protece-
ted trom reprisals.

Fourteen enterprises
were  to  be immediately
expropriated but he rejected

the roar for the confiscation
of the leading bourgeois
paper, Prensa.

The property of Nicar-
aguans leaving the country
lor more than six months
was also to be immediately
cxpropriated, domestic dis-
tiibution of sugar is to be
under government control:
and government controls at’,
foreign trade are to be
strengthened.

After the revolution two
years ago, when the Somoza
dictatorship was averthrown
by a coalition of torces
including a major sector of
the bourgeoisie, the country
was on the verge of bank-
ruptey.

It still has a shortfall of
100 millton doliars in forcign
eachange income this year,

The  Government  of
National Reconstruction has
walked a fatal tightrope by

Two years after the revolution that over-
threw Somoza, Nicaragua faces economic
problems and hostility from the US. PENNY

WOOLCOCK reports.

evicting warkers and
peasants  from  occupied
lands and factlories belonging
to the anti-Somoza bourgeoi-
sic, making tax concessions
to the private scctor and
leaving the two main cxport

crops, sugar and coftee
ahnost cntirely in private
hands in an attempt to

encourage local investment
by the local bourgeoisie and
appease the US and win aid
and toans in order to buy
wheat.

The response of the LS
was to cancel loans and aid
(wheat has finally  been
donated by the Soviet Union
and  Sweden, Switzerland
and Canada), harbour and
train former National Guard
militias in Florida to carry
aut terrorist campaigns from
the Honduran border and
poise the 10,000 strong
Rupid Deployment Force in

Miami.

The private ‘sector in
Nicuragua has been similarly
uncooperative. [ts represent-
atives have walked out of the
Council of State and sct up
the right wing Nicaraguan

Bemocralic Movement
(MDN} which speak s
through the daily Prensa.
Wealthy industrialists and

agriculturalists have decapit-
alised at a phenomenal rate,
and bhurcaucracy in the civid
service has continued unim-
peded and cven worsened.

Balance

The latest measures still
lgave the country in the
prip of capitalism and com-
mitted to pluralism and the
mixed economy. However
they show that the Nicarag-
uan revolution is still in the
balance and has not becn

abte to stabilise at a level
comfortable either for its
leadership or for the forces
of reactivon.

The way forward surely
lies in the expropriation of
all major privately owned
industry under  workery’
cantrol and the transforma-
tion of the militias and
defence  committees  into
soviet-style bodies — and
also in the success of revolu-
tionary upheavals particular-
ly in neighbouring Guate-

mala, Ilonduras and El
Salvador.

After the so-called ‘final
offensive’ in  El Salvador

fuiled to change the dead-
lock between government
forces and the guerrillas, a
directive was sent out by 1the
Nicaraguan government for-
bidding any spokesperson to
appear on a platform with
Salvadorcan representatives,

This failed in its aim af
favourably impressing the
U8 and it is clear than unless
the rest of Central America
rises up against its oppres-
sors Nicaragua will find itself
increasingly  isolated and
doomed within a relatively
short period.

LA PAZ, August.8.

TERRIVIED at the very
real prospect of a civil
war and their  own
destruction, as in the
revolution of 1952, the
rebels and  the ruling
Junia have patched up a
compromise by which
both  sides  concede
ground, but the sole
guarantor of capitalist
rule in this backward
capitalist country, the
armed forces, remains
intact for the time being.

The rebel generals,
Alberto Natusch Busch and
Lucio Anez Rivcro, finally
managed to remove year-
long dictator General Luis
Garcia Meza but underesti-
mated the unity of economic
interests in the ruling appar-
atus (the cocaine trade) and
failed to dislodge the Junia
that he appointed.

One set of lame dogs
follows another; the final
deal ‘among brothers

pledged to the nation’ has
altercd little.

Natusch’s original
demands were for a trans-
itional regime, free elections,
fyll constitutional rights,
free trade unions, and a free
press. In the end he happily
settled for the reincorpora-
tion into the military of 200
purged officers; an act that
will  assuredly  engender
further unrest as old insti-
tutional scores are settled.

Scores

Nevertheless, the officers
were only too aware that the
sixth and final coup against
Garcia had to be brought to
a precipitate halt, for it had
unleashed a series of strikes
in the mines, and factories of
La Paz and threatencd a
wave of mass mobilisation.

This was the unceremon-
jous cnd for Garcia, a vain,
cunning creature who
attempted to emutate Pino-
chet with a regime estab-
lished in the bloody coup of
17 Juty 1980 with the

Natusch

perspective of staying in
power for “S, 10, 20 years,
whatever it takes to purge
Marxism from Bolivia.”
After a year Garcia is
packing his bags with one
eye on the $40 million he
has stashed away in Europe
as the procceds from his
share of the cocaine trade.
Yet Garcia has not yet
gone; last week his birthday
was celebrated by collcagues
in thc Military Academy
with the conspicuous return
to Rolivia after several
months’ absence of Col. Luis
Arce  Gomez, principal
butcher of the ousted
regime, known ‘narcotrafi-
cante’ and ‘capode tutli
cappi’ of the SES - Servicios
Especiales de Seguridad
the cxtensive paramilitary
nctwork with which Bolivia
is still ruled by an iron hand.

Thugs

The power of SES, which
numbers at least 10,000, is
stifl  very evident. These
hired thugs dominate La
Paz in their unmarked
Toyota trucks d ambul-
ances, and since the end of
the coup there has been a
‘new wave of arrests.

Any comment in the
press during the uprising
which conflicted wiih the
flaccid pronouncements of

the Junta's propaganda or
revealed their lies tor what

they were  drew  physical
attecks not only on the
newspaper otfices but also

on members of the public
carrying that paper and cven
on the children muny of
whom are blind or disabled
— who sell the papers on
street corners.

The streets of La Paz,
and cspecially Santa Cruz —
the centre of the revolt,
remain quiel except for the
movement of armoured cars
and the more  sinister
vehicles of the SES. Work is
at a hult: pcople are angry
but remain scared.

This is especially true in
Santa Cruz. the main
support for the rebels, where
significant numbers of
officers and drug traffickers
viewed Garcia’s  isolalion
with dismay and. in line with
a progressive transfer  of
cacaine capital into  legiti-
mate enterpriscs. sought to
achieve the re-insertion of
Bolivia into the traditional
imperialist nexus under a veil
of democratic  verbiage o
gain popular support.

Strike

They were stopped in
their tracks by a declaration
issued by the trade umion
federation COB late on 35
August calling for an indefin-
itc general strike in defence
of trade umion, democratic
and human rights, a total
amnesty and 1009  wage
increases. The first indica-
tion of 1he support the out-
lawed COB  still has wus
when the regime had to
cancel a rally tor luck of
supporl.

This abstentionisin  was
particularly important and a

major boost (o popular
morale  because  faiture (o
obey povernment  orders

means immediate firing and
the attention of the SES.
The COB strike call wus
vigorously presented as an
action independent of the
coup; “it has nothing to do
with either of the two
military groups in conflici™

This line accurately retlecls

the swelling confidence and
radicalisin ot the rank and
file against the corrupt and
bankrupt leadership outside
the country Lechin, the
UDP, and the MIR who
have all alony consorted with
a  string  of  disgruntled
generads in an effort to ride
back to their burcaucratic
priviteges on (he wings of
coup.

Collusion

The degree to which
these torees, and particularly
the petty bourgeois MIR and
the Communist Party have
decomposed and  betrayed
the workers” movement s
fully  evident in  their
unswerving  und  shameless
backing for Natusch, dicta-
tor tar 14 days in Novem-
ber 1979 when over 300
people were slaughtered.

Icading militants ot the
self-ssme parties have acled
in direet collusion with the

Garcia  tepime  us olticial.
goverament appointed
labour ‘relacionadores’  In

place of the legitimate,
populurly clected and man-
dated umon officers.

Onc P  member, a
leading fizure in the FSTMB
{miners’ union}, Oscar Salas,
has held such a post at the
huge Sigio NXAatavi
complex while at the same
time being responsible for
the disbursement of funds
sent in international solidar-
ity with the mincrs’ struggle
against the dictatorship.

Salas has  consistently
subotaged this work
although  he  was  quick
cnough fo sign the latest
(OB strike call in u frantic
effort to save his skin.

Others, such as  Oscar
Sanjines and irtually  (he
entire external deadership of
the MIR. have failed 1o yicld
literally tens of thousands of
doltars sent fo Fama. These
fucts were made known 10
us two days hetore the coup
when o very  modest suin
trom the Bolivian Workers’
Support Pund was handed
over  directly  to o meet-
ing of section leaders in Sigle

Bolivian political prisaners

XX itscH, 450 miles to the
south of here. This meeing
of some 20 popular elecied
stewards of the clandestine
union specifically requested
that the corruption und
trcason  of  the cxternal
‘otiicial’ Ieadership and the
‘relacinadores’ be publicised
and that it be known abroad
that “when the time is right
we will praceed to apply
justice, however severc, in
line with the traditions of
the workers movement.™

We atiended the meeting
tor three *ours and the
whole teeli.,  in the camp
was one of frank radicalism,
in line with the traditional
mlitancy  of  the Bolivian
miners who have proved
such an heroic vanguard in
the strupgle apainst nmperial-
ism and dictatorial barbar-
ism. Yet less than tour miles
away aver 1,000 troops were
sdationed and in the camp

itself the SES was highly =

aclive.,

We were forced to leave
hursicdly when a further two
regiments  arrived  al the
nearby  atrsirip. and  the

security  farces  began  to
mobilise, clearly in anticip-
ition ol the coup and the
ubscquent strike.

Today, a weck later. the
Siglo XX strike remains firm
in repudiation not only of
the farces of  imperialist
capital but also the MIR
and CP which, in league with
the supposedly ‘progressive’
church, are scrambiing  to
regain their old  positions
once more in careful cohabi-
tation with the junta white
continuing  to  talk  to
Reagan.

Purge

The sale blessung of cen-
sorship here is that we are
entirely ignorant of the
brave verbiage being peddled
by the heroic bureaucrals in
the exterior. Blowing hot
and cold by turn, they are
totally  isolated [ram the
strupgle  of  the Bolivian
masses who are only just
regaining  that conlidence
and radicalism necessary O
purge their betrayers,

Nobody in.-.the mass

Miners strike as generals
make a deal

As Bolivia’s generals try to reconsolidate their control after the crisis
provoked by the recent coup, SANTIAGO FORTIN sent us this report
from La Paz.

movement held the slightes
illusion in the coup or ir
Natusch’s ambitions whict
were perceived as an cffor
to realign the forces of the
class enemy.

The political crisis of the
Bolivian bourgeoisic
continues to follow its extra
ordinarily consistent down
hill course. The atmost daily
divisions in the armed forces
the almost total bankruptc)
of the economy ($4 billior
of unpaid debts), cxtensive
speculation and  Tunaway
inflation and the politica
failure io please even Reagat
will continue whatever trag
comic reconcitiation 1
patched up by the increas
ingly confused generals.

The bourgeoisie’s las
card is Banzer who backe
the last coup from th
secure distance of Miami and
has declared he will onls
return  to  power throug
cleclions,

Nobody here discount
this possibility as the mas
movement accelerates. A do;

in a comer does not alway.

bite first.
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in Teheran: Mullahs say

ALL MARXISTS WILL BE SHOT

by Mansur Halla}

On Sunday August 23 the
Iranian gavernment
announced over state radio
the capture of 500 oppos-
itionists.

Among those captured,
according  to  the govern-
ment are almost the entire
leadership of the Mojuhedin.

The arrests  oltowed
almost three days of street
fighting in ¥cheran; reports
conflict as to how it began,

the government claiming
ttmt the  Revolutionary
Guards  (Pasdarans) had

launched an attack on the
Mojahedin  headquarters in
Western  Teheran:  ather
reports saying that it started
wilh an ottack by the
Moizhedin on the infamous
Evin prison.

Battle

But in any case the
government has now been
forced 1o admit that it is
cngaged in an open baille
with opposition forces, and
its facade of being in control
is gradually crumbling.

In recent weeks a number
of hated lslamic judges have
been killed by the opposi-
tion, and so have Pasdarans
and leading IRP members.

In Tabriz, the Islamic
judge Nuri was shot down in
front of a crowd of people
and the attackers escaped
without any interference.

Briti

Dogan Tarkan was a member
of DISK, an ex official of
the Maden-Is trade union
(metal workers) and editor
of the socialist journal
‘Kurtulus'. He managed to
flee Turkey after the coup,
making his way to Britain,
where he asked for politicat
asylum on May 18.

On August 12 the Home
Office turned down his
request. Dogan Tarkan now
faces the danger of being
deported back to Turkey.

If so, he faces certain
imprisonment, torturc and
probably death.

Dogan Tarkan's only
crime was that he.was an
active working class mili-
tant.

With the coup of 2
Scptember 1980, the

Turkish ruling class is trying
to rcsolve the massive econ-
omic and political crisis
rocking the country.

The aim of the coup is
the suppression of all oppos-
ition against the anti-work-
ing class attacks which the
bosses find necessary  to
carry out.

All  democratic rights
have been suspended. Thous-
ands of militants and revolu-
tionaries have been arrested
and tortured.

All working class organis-
atiors have been banned
among then DISK which
was the most combative and
militant trade union confed-
eration. Hundreds of its
officials are now on trial, 52
facing the death penalty.
*What you can do to save
Dogan Tarkan:

1) Write to the Home
Office requesting that it
reconsiders its denial of
political asylum.

2) Write to your MP to

When the news had spreac
people came out onto the
streets  and  handed  out
sweels to show their dehight
al Nuri's death.

In Kurdistan there are
now duily reports of clashes
between government forees
and the Peshmergas. Despite
repeated  onslaughts  on
Kurdistan by the lslamic
regime  since 1979, it has
fatled to take control there.

The regime has dropped
all pretence at trying prison-
ers and the security forces
have now been given carte
blanche 1o shoot armed
opponents on the spot.

Executed

‘Anyone who admits (o
belicving in  Marxism wili
be exccuted immediately’
announced Lajevardi, the
public  prasecutor,  some
weeks ago, announcing the
stepping up of executions.

He declarcd that anyonc
letting accommodation to,
or shellering oppositionists,
would be dealt with under
‘Koranic Law® -~ that is,
executed.

In addition, the regime is
trying to step up its network
of ‘spics’ and ‘informers’.
Nightly TV programmes
screen people denouncing
their friends ar rclatives.
Khomeini has asked people
ta watch at least 2 or 3
houses in their vicinity for
signs of anti-government ele-

take the maiter up in Parlia-

ment.

3) If you are a member
of a trade union, pass an
cmergency resolution, along
the following lincs:

“This branch
supperts the former Turkish
trade union official Dogan
Tarkan in his request for
political asylum in Britain.

We urge the Home Office
to reconsider its decision to
refuse him political asylum
in the interesis of demo-
cracy and trade umion solid-
arity, as we understand that
he will be persecuted if
forced to return to Turkey.”

Send a copy ol this to
the address below, to the
Home Office and to your
MP.

Ask your delegate to
the TUC (onference in
Blackpool (7-11 Septcmber)
to table or vote for an emer-
gency resolution along thesc
lines.

4) Collect signalures and
send them to the address
betow as soon as possible.

I is only a malter of
days or at most weeks
before Dogan Tarkan i
deported. Only immediate
action can save his life.
Friends of Dogan Tarkan,
¢fo TSC, Box 5965, London
WC1N 3XX.

Bradford Labour Move-
ment Campaign for Pales-
tinian Solidarity.

PUBLIC MEETING

Turkey —One Year After
the Coup
Speaker—a Turkish mem-
ber of the Newcastle
Turkish SolidaritgCom-
mittee.
Bradford Central Library
Meeting Room 2
Monday 7 September
7.30 p.m.

Now Allals witl s eivil war
ments.
So far it appears that the

government has mel with
little co-operation. though
the  pro-Moscow  Tudeh

party and the [Deydayeen

" {majority) unashamedly con-

tinue to support the regime
and have even co-operated
by reparting on oppositian-
1sts.

Another sign of possible
weakness in the regime is ifs
changed attitude towards the
patice, who have never really
given their  whole-hearted
suppart to it

Just a month ago Hassun
Avat, a leading member of
the IRP whao actively parlic-

ipated in the downfull of the
Mossadeq  government  in
1953, was assassinaled in
front of his house. He lived
nex door to a police station
but the police did nothing to
pursue his attackers. As a
result they were severely
criticised by the IRP partic-
ularly by Ralsanjani.

But at I'niday prayers on
Aupust 1, Rafsanjani made
special efforts to praise the
police force.

There we also “signs of
disunity amongst the clergy.
Some leading mullahs would
like (0 slow down the rate
of executions, bul little heed
is paid to this call tocally as

TURKEY SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN
Week of Action to mark the first anniversary of
the military coup .
Monday 7 Sept. Meetings in Oxford and Bradford
Wednesday 9 Sept. Mcetings in Newcastle and Leeds
Thursday 10 Sept. Picket of TUC in Blackpool
Friday 11 Sept. Picket of Turkish ambassador’s
residence and Chilean Embassy, Devonshire Street

London WC1

5.30

7.30.

Saturday 12 Sept. 11 am, picket of Downing Street
2 pm, rally at NUFTO Hall, Holborn, London WC1

m” . gu m fear of assass-

ination.
Ex-President

now in exile in France with

Bani-Sadr,

Mojahedin leader Masoud
Rajavi, now calls for the
downfall of the regime. But
the political nature of the
opposition forces stilt
remains  unclear; certainly
Bani-Sadr himself while in
office beat down revalution-
ary forces within lran and
{as cammander-inchief of
the army) was responsible
for bombing raids and
attacks on- Kurdistan.

In opposition he has
become more radical but s
clearly not to be trusted.

Almost ceriainly he is bank-
ing on support from the
Army lop brass. The Nation-
al Resistance Movement set
up jointly by Bani-Sadr and
the Mojahedin has not yet
published a statemeni of its
politica) aims.

There are reports that
KOMALA (a left Kurdish
organisation) and the Kurd-
ish Democratic Party of Iran
have welcomed the setting
up of the National Resist-
ance Movement and are
negotialing with it Lo co-
ordinate activitics as are the
Fedayeen (minority) and
Peykar.

It is vital that the left
forces do work together
because, despite the weak-
nesses of the regime, Lhey
have suffered scvere casual-
ties. Almast all of the lead-
ing members of Peykar have
been executed, and the
Fedayeen (minority) have
lost 100 members.

‘the Mojahedin although
much larger and more able
to survive its casualties has
also suffered hcavy losses.
With better organisation and
united work such losses
conld be avoided.

It is also necessary to
develop the nature of the
opposition; to  begin to
organise broader layers of
people, especially workers,
to take action against the
government. Without  this,
even if the downlali of the
regime is inevitable, the Left
will not be the victors.

sh Labour can save
Turkish socialist

AT DAWN on Wednes-
day August 19 a
column of trucks half
a mile long descended
on squaiter camps out-
side Cape Town, South
Africa, and 2,000
squatters were arrested.

Their miserable huts
_  branches covered
with plastic sheeting --
were ripped down, as
the overwhelmed
squatters sang hymns
but offered no resis-
tance.

Most of them were
charged with not having
their ‘‘pass book”. Gen-
erally blacks are not
allowed to enter city
areas except on specific
coniracts — and with-
out their families.

But the alternative
for the blacks is to siay
in the so-called ‘home-
lands’ — and starve (o
death.

IMF behind
Gandhi’s ban?

THOUSANDS of

warkers  protested in
Dethi's strects on Mon-
day August 17 as prime
minister Indira (GGandhi
prepared to get parlia-
ment’s rubbor-stamp
for her ban on strikes
in essential services.

India is about to be
granted the biggest loan
in IMF history - $5.8
hillion and  the
opposition  in India is
sure that the strike ban
is linked to the IMF’s
secret conditions.

Polish
workers
reach for
control

by Alexis Carras

WHAT would a British
manager think it one day
sthe arrived at the office
and found a note saying
that  henceforth  his/her
“services” were no  longer
required by the factory
workers?

1t would be like a declar-
ation of civil war.

In Poland, the opening
salvoes of such a civil war
sounded over a year ago -
when warkers on the Baltic,
occupying their shipyards
and factories, raised the
entire working class to its
feet against Stalinist rule.

From one crisis to
another, each following the
next in rapid succession, the
Polish workers have kept the
burcaucracy reeling, without
a moment’s respite.

From the factory occup-
ations and mass strikes, the
workers moved to more
partial fights. Now the ques-
tion of press freedom, then
political prisoners, the next
day fights on food shortages,
price rises, democracy within
the Communist Party and
the elimination of corrupt
burcaucrals and careerists.

The entire last year has
been a series of flashpoints
and struggles, affecting every
aspect of social and econom-
ic life, from the country-
side 1o the cities.

After the major demon-
strations of the last few
weeks against price rises and
food shortages, the focal
point is now once again
moving back to the terrain
opened dast summer -
warkers’ control.

At Katowice, steel
workers have placed a wheel-
barrow outside the manage-
ment’'s office, stating that
the workers have decided to
fun the factory themselves
and that an open vote will
be taken in the workforce
on this.

Management bit off more
than they could chew when
they immediately shut down
the plant’s Solidarnasc news-
paper, for daring to print
anti-USSR cartoons.

This looks like shaping
up to a new spate of attacks
on the bureaucracy’s controt

.(and sabolage) of ecomomic

life.

Dockers in Gdynia have
refused 1o load meat for
shipment to the West,

Some wesiern observers
vagucly hope that the Solid-
arnosc movement Wwill lead
to a restoration of what they
term the “frec world” (read
capitalism), but the Jogic of
the Polish workers™ fights
leads 1o exactly the oppos-
ite direction,

It points towards direcs
workerss power in  the
factories, the direct contral
of foreign trade and the rigr”
to control the country’s
means of information.

Last week, Polish papers
were repcatedly preventel
from being printed in protest
at television slanders of iz
workers’ moyemenl.

In Olsetyn workers ¢
still refusing to print Olszt: =
Glos after the media alle
that some printers W=
being intimidated [rom fu:n-
ing up to work.

The 300 printers voted 2
continue the stoppuge wi.®
none against and on¢ absiz -
Lion.

What wauld Pois
workers make of the sluni=-
and vitriol which the mel -
in this country heapsorn
workers'  struggle? O¢
chaining and imprise:
ol American  trade 27
leaders?

They must be distn.
unimpressed by the
world™.
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GUESS WHO’S going to
pay for it all when the glor-
ious Day of the Alternative
Economic Strategy dawns?

Constructing models of
capitalist expansionary
measures which might with
luck and no countermeasur-
es begin to mop up unem-
ployment, Michael Meach-
er (billed as ‘a prominent
supporter of Tony Benn')
gave the answer in the New
Statesman (August 14).

Labour could start by a
massive devaluation of
sterling. If other currencies
did not retaliate, this could,
it’s been calculated, come
ufp with one million jobs.
If ...

If workers take a cut in
living standards. One cond-
ition for success is that
“‘unions and professional
and managerial associa-
tions accept a firm policy on
incomes so that the huge
job-creating potential of
this exercise is not dissipat-

STOP THE

ed in a pay spiral to protect
real living standards’’.

How depressingly fami-
liar. Workers pay for crisis.
And workers pay for ‘re-
covery’. (The inclusion of
‘professional and manager-
ial associations’ is also de-
pressingly familiar as a lie
— when have these well-
heeled types ever taken a
cut in their standards, by
the time they've worked
through the perks, evasions
and exemptions they're so
good at wangling?)

Of course Bro. Meacher
throws in a ‘quid pro quo’,
which, he says, amounts to
more than just dressing up
‘naked pay restraint’, What
is it? Participation
schemes! (Participate in
your own pay cut).

Plus, maybe, a tax return
five years later or some
shares in ‘the firm'’s capital
appreciation tomorrow to
match pay limitation
today'.

SHORTLIST
OF ONE

Our column from the
Campaign for Labour
Party Democracy this
week is by CHRIS
MULLIN, on the ‘short-
list of one’.

It has also been publ-
ished as a letter in Lab-
our Weekly.

LABOUR Weekly's report
{August 7} states biandly
that the MP for Pontefract,
Geoffrey Lofthouse, was re-
selected ‘unopposed’. Like
hell he was. The facts are as
follows:

Two other candidates
were nominated, At the
executive meeting to draw
up the shortlist the chairman
{Councillor Jack Smart}
allowed a letter to be read
out saying that one of the
candidates have attended
meetings with communists.

The executive then voted
by 11 to nine to slice the
two other candidates off the
shortlist,

The regional organiser,
Harold Sims, then suggested
the executive vote on wheth-
er or not all 20 members
shoutd be mandated to
support a shortlist of one at
the general committee. They
duly voted to do so.

{As Harold Sims will be
aware, there is no provision
in the party rules for an
executive to mandate itself
in parliamentary selections).

When the matter came
before the GC, delegates
voted 4341 with four
abstentions in favour of a
shortlist of one. At least two
of the abstentions were exec-
utive members who could
not bring themselvess to
uphold the mandate.

The regional organiser,
Simss, was =again present to
impartially oversee the pro-
ceedings.

Contrary to the NEC’s
instructions, he did not cir-
culate advice that shortlists
of one were inadvisable
where more than one candi-
date had been nominated
and was only persuaded to
mention the subject when
one of the delegates
reminded him.

This is only the latest in
a series of similar cases all of
which create a great deal of
unnecessary bitterness. The

solution is simple: the ‘NEC
must instruct the National

Agent's office that shortlists
of one are not allowed
except in cases where only
one candidate has been

nominated.

\ED must stop conference policy being flouted

RACHEL LEVER,
a member of the
Benn Campaign
Committee,
replies to Michael
Meacher

Just in case we still had
too much to spend that we
were daring to buy up some
of the good meant for
export, ‘it would be in-
appropriate’ to expand
public spending for the first
couple of years, until the
‘devaluation effects have

reasonably fully worked
their way through the
economy’,

So meanwhile there’s

another four million out of
wprk, prices are going sky-
high because devaluation

THE OUTSTANDING trade
union votes will be decisive
for the Labour Party deputy
leader election. bast week
‘Tony Benn rcleased a letter
sent 10 the General Secretar-
ies of trade unions for them
to put before their exec-
utives.

Benn outlines the Tory
attack on the unions, and
then reviews ‘Lessons from
the past’,

“It is over 55 years since
the first Labouy Government
was elected... But the bal-
ance of power — and the
pattern of privilege — in our
society has never been fund-
amentally changed. As a
result many of the gains
made have been halted or
reversed.

‘“We have seen culs in
health, housing and educa-
tion, and serious social
unrest has emerged. Indeed,
it was pressure from Capital
on Labour Governments —
to reduce public expenditure

Behind the by-elec

Who pays for the dawn:

will have driven up the
price of everything that
moves and much else be-
sides, and we're still stuck
with the Tory cuts.

And when reflation does
come, in three stages ‘in
the latter half of a five-year
parliamentary term’, it'll
be concentrated on capital
projects: so don't expect a
rise in your dole, grant, SS
or pension.

Meanwhile, a completely
free measure to increase
jobs will be a ban on over-
time: i.e. another cut in
workers’ income, since
Meacher is not suggesting
a cut in hours with no cut
in wages.

It's interesiing that no-
where in Meacher's models
du the financial effects of
unilateral nuclear  dis-
armament figure. But may-
be that is wo much to
expect for ‘one parliament’.

Certainly full employ-
ment is reckoned ‘too

— which opened up a rift
with the trade unions and
plaved a major part in our
defeat in 1979.

“Most real power in
Britain still resls outside
Parliament with those who
control finance and industry.

“.. Only the Labour
Party .can achieve a real
social control over private
capital so that the needs of
society can be met. Only
Labour can transform Brit-
ain, for the first time, into a
true Parliamentary Demo-
cracy, where social justice
and not the pursuit of
private profit is seen as the
basis of our life...”

He then recalls the five
points of his platform for
deputy leader — full employ-
ment, increased public serv-
ices, women’s rights and
democratic rights, withdraw-
at from the EEC, and nuclear
disarmament,

He continues: “If we are
going to achicve all this we

appeals to

much’. Meacher adds up
only three to 3'% million
jobs, as against five million
needed to absorb the un-
employed and new school-
leavers — leaving one and
a half to two million unem-
ployed!

To improve this prospect,
Meacher suggests that we
test out a range of AES
options ‘on an appropriate
{computer] model of the
economy {not necessarily
the Treasury one) to dis-
cover the optimum mix’.

None of these computer
models, of course, has
an equation for the effects
of nationalisation without
compensation and workers'
control.

But now we know what
Michael Meacher's AES
looks like. And it's time we
heard from other leaders of
the Labour Left exactly
what they mean by an
‘Alternative Economic
Strategy’.

shall need to build a much

sironger parinership between
the party and the unions.

“First: from now on —
and right through the tife-
time of the next Labour gov-
ernment - we must work
closely together in develop-
ing detailed plans, campaign-
ing for them, and imple-
menting them, as a team,
when in office.

“*Sccond: we must repeal
all the anti-union legislation
at once, and replace it with
laws that would re-establish
the full legal rights that the
unions need to do their job
by free collective bargaining.

“Third: we must renounce
the policies of cuts and wage
restraint, masquerading as
‘incomes policy’ introduced
under the pressure of Capital
and which helped to put the
Tories in power.

“Fourth: we must create
a new framework within
which trade unionists can
play a much bigger role at

JOHN O'MAHONY discusses the Fermanagh/S.Tyrone results

OWEN CARRON’S victory
is good news [or the H-
Block campaign. But there
arc other sides to it, and
sociatists need to look at
those, too.

The  Fermanagh/South
Tyrone constituency can be
taken as Northern Ircland
writ small. Catholics are ina
majorily there (by 5,000)
while there is a Protestant
majority in the Six Counties
of about two to one. But
despite the numerical details

Fermanagh/South  Tyrone.
brings oul starkly what
communal ‘politics’ in

Northern Ireland is, and
what Norlhern lreland is.

For il was scarcely an
election that took place in
fermanagh/South  Tyronc.
Before polling day there had
been a sorting-out of candid-
ates in both communitics.

Given the fine numerical
balance beiween Lhe com-
munities, everylhing de-
pended on whether 'he rival
community blocs held  to-
gether, and, devisively,
whether the Catholic bloc
did.

Last April Unionist cand-
idate  Harry  West  was
reckoned to have lost 1000
disgruntled hard-line Protest-
anl votes which had favour-
od a Paisleyite  candidate.
This time, with UDR major
wken Magionis, the Otficial
Linionist Parly had a hard-
line vandidate as the oniy
Protestant standing.

In April Bobby Sands
was the only Catholic candi-
date. The SDLP {which got
10,785 votes in 1979) with-
drew, Carron had two Cath-
olic standing against him,
Seamus Close for the Alli-
ance Party and Thomas
Moore for the Republican
Clubs — a potentially fatal
disadvantage, threatening to
split the vote and let Maginn-
is in.

Both Carron and Maginn-
is ran campaigns that’ could
appeal only to the votes of

their own community, and

could not but antagonise the

members of the other
community.

Carron campaigned
exclusively on thc hunger

strike issue. A mcmber of
Sinn Fein, he pledged not to
go to Westminstes if elected.
He called Maginnis ‘the UDR
candidate’ and ‘the British
government candidate’..

Maginnis campaigned on
housing  and... ‘securily’,
which is  the Protestant
community’s equivalent of
‘H-Block’,

The only candidates even
notionally appualing to both
communilics were Close of
Alliance (liberal, anti-scctar-
jan Univnists) and Moore of
the Republican Clubs {the

Officiat  Republican  Move-
ment).
They might have laken

enough votes (o et Maginnis
i But both were extremely
hostile 1o the 1IRA, Moore

very outspokenty so, calling
for an end to hunger strike
and to the IRA's military
campaign.

They failed to damage
Carron’s status as the candid-
ate of the Catholic commun-
ity, bound together by sym-
pathy with the hunger strike.
Even Moorc and his support-
ers decided ‘to maintain a
low profile” after the
announcement, 50 minutes
after polling had started,
that Devine had died.

Close got 1930 votes
and Moore 1152 to Carron’s
31,278 and Maginnis’
29,048.

(In April Sands polled

. 30,492 and West 29.046.

Harry West explained
Maginnis' vote by the rally-
ing to Carron of some Cath-
olic farmers who had voted
for himself, a former North-
ern Ireland Minister of Agri-

culturce),
Fermanagh /South
Tyrone is a paradigm of

Six County politics in the
last 60 years.

Frozen communal anta-
gonisms wiped out normal
politics, cspecially class pol-
itics, there.

A ruling Unionist bloc
congealed in the 1920s on
the |buasis of having a
common fear of the Cathol-
ics and state patronage to
offer, with marginal privileg-
es [or Protestant workers
(jobs  amidst  permanent
chronie uncmployment,
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every level from the work-
shop and the company right
up to annval party confer-
ence, in addition to the top
tevel links with ministers.

“Fifth: we must ensure
that all this takes place by
supporting and developing
all the democratic reforms
which are now under consid-
eration,...”

As the ietter makes clear,
the real issue in the deputy
leader clection is not this or
that policy, still fess ‘person-
alities”.

Many irade union activ-
ists will find ideas like ‘social
control over private capital’
inadequate. (What does it
mean? Planning agreements?
Why not replace private cap-
ital by common ownership?)

Many will ask Z#ow the
AES creates full employ-
ment, when leading AES
theorist Michael Meacher
thinks that is impossible,
Many will wonder whether
Benn’s opposition to ‘wage

houses).

Northern Ireland Labour
Parties flowered into signifi-
cance more than once, only
to be wrecked and gutted
when communal antagon-
isms erupted, as they did,
repeatedly. By the 70s, the
NiLP was a puny Unionist
party.

The trade unions, affect-
ed by Protestant job prefer-
ment practices, kept united
by avoiding all relevant
questions, cspecially discrim-

ination against Catholic
workers.
Everything healthy in

politics was blighted by the
communal animosities made
especially intense under the
rule of an artificially created
majority in the gerrymander-
ed six county state.

At times of crisis the
polarisation has tended o
reach incipient civil war
level, community starkly
pitted against community.

Listen today to the chill-
ing responses of the Protest-
ant politicians at Carron’s
victory. Paisley’s DUP said:

“Lyery one of Mr Carron's’

31,000 had given their
support openly for the thugs
who have commitied murder
and genocide...” The vote
indicated ‘‘genuine support
among the Catholic popula-
tion for those who have per-
petrated vile murders among
the Protestant population”.
Paisley’s supporters will read
here the Bible’s grim injunc-

New Statesman, 14th August

the unions

‘restraint

masquerading  as
incomes policy' leaves the
door open for an incomes
policy of the sort advocated
by Meacher.

But the point is that
Benn is the only candidate
committed to accountabil-
ity and to supporting Labour
conference policies. And gei-
ting better policies through
conference will mean not-
thing unless we win the
principle of accountability.

In every umion whose
vote has not yet been decid-
ed, Benn’s letter should be
put on the agenda, and the
rank and file should demand
a full say in the union’s vote
for deputy leader.

MARTIN THOMAS

tiun, “‘An eye {or an cye’.

And Maginnis. himself:
“My Catholic neighbours are
prepared to point out to
gunmen the various Protest-
ants, various Unionists, and
vulnerable Catholics who do
not toe the IRA line™.

.When sectarian assassina-
tions swept Northern Ireland
in the early 70s, the fingers
mainly pointed not af but
from the Protestant
community. But the
comments, which are meant
to incite the Protestant com-
munity, indicate the intens-
ity of the polarisation being
generated by the struggle in
the H-Blocks.

Carton’s victory is a blow
on behalf of the hunger
strikers but at a cost of mass-
ive intensification of
communal bitterness and
antagonisms - and even
from the point of view of
Irish nationalism that is a
very large negative.

For socialists in Britain
there is a double responsibil-
ity: to side clearly with the
nationalist revolt, against
‘our own’ army and fovern-
ment; and to give all assist-
ance we can to the building
of a socialist movement In
Ireland, North and South,
which can develop a revolu-
tionary struggle in the South
and a joint fight by Catholic
and Protestant workers.
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FIGHTBACK AGM
Arming ourselves
for new hattles

by Gerry Byrne

THIS WEEKEND (28-30)
sees the Annual General
Meeting of Women's Vight-
back.

The campaign, which
Socalist Organiser has solid-
ly supported and in which
Socialist Organiser women
have played a leading role,
has shown that it is possible
to gain a wide rcsponse for
militant campaigning politics
among women whao -may
have litile experience of the
organised tabour movement

some of whom may even
havc been deeply suspicious
of it because of its male
domination.

It has shown that women
are prepared o organisc in
support of their sisters in
struggle on a wide range of
issues.

But there will be no time
for self-congratulation. It
will be an occasian for sober
asscssmenil of the last year,
of honest weighing up of
strengths  and  weaknesses
and lessons learned.

Some of the strengths
are clear. “Women’s Tight-
back™ paper is lively, easy
to read and easy to scll:
“It’s like giving away pound
notes™ one seller com-
mented.

It has done an invaluable
job reporting, publicising
and building support for
women’s struggles whether
in defence of jobs like Lee
Jeans, or nurseries or the
fight of black sisters against
the racist Home Office. It
has helped to break the isola-
tion and spread the word
that women are fighting.

But it neceds to do more
than that. It will bc one of
the jobs of this AGM to
crystallise out the lessons
that women have learnt
through sweat and tears in
these struggles. We need to
build up a stock of exper-
jence, of political wisdom,
sa we can come 10 new
battles armed and ready to
give a lead.

Fightback set itself the
task of taking the fight for
women’s liberation inte the
labour movement, of boldly
going where no woman had
gone before. We wouldn’t
run away from the all per-
vasive sexism and male
dominance, but fight Lo have
women taken seriously and
issues we raise taken to the
heart of the movement, not
ghettoised  as “women’s
issues” unworthy of the
attention of august male

trade unionists.

This has been a big factor
in the increasing rcspect for
socialist ideas in  the
women’s movement, break-
ing down some of the

arricre of suspicion towards
socialist women.

One of the arcas where
this has borne fruit is in the
Labour Party, where issucs
of positive discrimination
and a serious stance oD
womaen's rights has moved
very much to centre stuze.
(Once wonders whether, tor
instance, Tony Benn's prior-
itising of women’s rights in
his depuly leadership plat-
form would have happened
without the ferment in the
Labour Party on women
which we had no small part
in creating?).

But this only hightights
our weakness in anather
area, the trade unions, where
we have made very much
smailer advances. This is one
arca that must be
strengthened.

At a time of downturn
in industrial struggle and a
degree of demoralisation in
the face of mass unemploy-
ment, it is significant that
very often women have
taken the lead, for example
in fighting for jobs, with
enormous courage in the
face of their own inexpcr-
icnce and lack of confidence
the oppostion from the men
who claim to “lead” them,
and the patronising sneers of
the media.

From Lee Jeans 1o

Anwar Ditta to Beal Strect
nursery,

women have

skymmed home the messape
to  an  often  incredolous
labour movement  woemen
can  fight. and with the
SUPPOTL We can win.

Dne ot the vital tasks
that laces the AGM and the
weekend school that tollows
it. will be to infuse that
confidence  in our  own
strength  and  the  bitterly
bought wisdom ifrom those
strugples 1nto every woman
vound bightback.

For that wili be the real
test of the campuign
whether we can go ovyond
commenting on struggles i
build a seliconfident, polit-
ically sure-tooted network of
women who can fead tomor-
row's battles, and  draw
round  themselves  wider
torces, tharoughly steeped in
that same fighting spirit.

Detailed policies and pro-
grammes for the struggle will
be discussed, summing up
the lessons,

And much of the cmpha-
sis in the school is on selt-
development  in political
discussion (ranging far wider
than what 15 genetally
patronisingly deemed
women’s province — drawing
on Maraism and feminism,
reform or revolution. Stulin-
ism) and building orsanising
skills.

Waomen  will have the
priceless  opportunity  to
draw on sisters’ cxpericce of
fighting nursery and hospital
closurcs, organising uneni-
ployed women. unionisation

batties, occupations and
battles against sexism 4t
work.

‘1,ee Jeans — women leading the struggle
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Wiriig Murghy wialist candidate for the NUTGW, hacked by the Broad 1eft

Women in struggle

NUTGW election:
‘L ee Jeans exposed

the leadership’

WINNIE MURPHY, a
supporter of Socialist
Organiser, has declared
herself as a candidate in
the forthcoming elect-
ions for the Executive of
the National Union of
Tailors and Garment
Workers,

This union was shot
to prominence when 240
of its members occupied
the Lee Jeans factory in
Scotiand to stop closure,

Winnie spoke to Soc-
ialist Organiser about the
problems facing clothing
workers.

THE CLOTHING industry is
notarious for bad conditions
and low wages. Is this inevit-
ahle?

No! Low wages result from
bad organisation.

In the past, not much
capital was required to sel
up in business. so the cloth-
ing industry was dominated
by small firms, "1y by night’
bosses. u fragmented mern-
bership, and sweat shop

condijtions.
Now the induostry is dom-
inated by multinationals,

and we have the possibility
of better organisation. With
combine committecs, i is
now feasible to raise the
question ol national plann-
ing of the clothing industry.

The industry doesn’t
have a vital role in the eco-
nomy, bul no boss can do
without his protit. We nced
to  discover our  own
strength.

‘The major issues for
clothing warkers are:

1. Yobs. In 1980, 50% of
clothing workers wure cither
redundant or on short time.
Union  membership  has
dropped from over 120,000
o ubout 85.000.

|.¢e Jeans shows the way
to fight back, but the union
has failed 1o see its political
significance.

2. Wages. The clothing
indusiry has (he highest pro-
portion ol any industry on
piccework,  which — meuns
fluctuations in wapes, either
through shovtage ol work of
throueh managemenl
atfacks, We need a campaign

for a guaranteed minimum
Wape.

1. Women's rights. The
NUTGW  has  the  largest
percentape of women mem-
bers of any union. We must
raise women's issues in the
membership.

¥f things are so bad for the
membership, why is the
NUTGW sa conservative?

This rexults from the lack of
rank and file activity, which
in turn has many veasons.

" The high labour turnover
leads to ditTicuttics in build-
ing  shop-floor  leadership.
I'here is a lack of branch lite
because of (he centralised
union structure.

Bul [.ce Jeans shows
‘wind of change'. More and
more women are unwilling
to work tor ‘pin money’.

I'he Lee leuns occupa-
tion was a greal embarrass-
ment to the union leader-
ship, after many years of
complaining about Lhe lack
of fight trom women work-
ers and how their hands are
tied by this Clack of mili-
tancy .

The show of strength by
Lee Jecans exposed them for
what they are. It showed
how divorced the umion
burcaucracy is from the
feclings of the shop tloor.

Many factories would be
willing to occupy in defence
of jobs if they had a leader-
ship capable of fighting not
just at trade union tevel but
al a polilical level. This is
crucial Tar all workers, not
just in clothing, but in all
indusiries where jobs are
being last.

A national conlerence
should have been called for
in defence of those workers,
and the guestion of national
planning for the clothing
industry and warkers’ con-
trol of that industry as a
priority under the next Lab-
our Government should have
heen raised.

Bul  of vcourse that
requires a political ‘Jeader-
ship, which musl be fought
lor by the Jeaders of the Lee
Jeans  lactory and all the
women and men in slrugghke
tor their jobs.

The NUTGW is a strong
supporter of import con-
trols. What»do you think?

The problem must be put in

perspective. More jobs are

lost by increased productiv-.
ity and government policies

than by !“ar East imports.

The slave labour factories
of the I'ar East are sct up by
western multi-nationals. We
shouid use the fact that
lieng Kong is a British
colony to highlight British
complicity in sweated
labour.

We are the Hong Kong of

Lurope.

But the most rapid riss
in imports is from the betiz:
paid countries, ep. LSA
Sweden, and elsewhere
Europe. This is due to betie:
productivity.

If we go for the idea tha
imports arc the proble
then wc can’t blame 1%
bosses: instead we shoul.

join  with them agains
imports. Look at where tk
would take us — cl=
collaboration!

urseries
fight grows

by Susan Carlyle

EARLY MORNING phone
calls from the Social Serv-
jces Directorate ta one of
the campaigners and 1o all
matrons of  nurseries Jn
Tower Hamiets, forbidding
entry and placing a ‘ban’ on
al) campaigning on behalf of
pursery workers, have been
greeted with amusement by
supporters of the ‘Save
Tower Hamlets Nurseries’
campaign.

Links

Links had alrcady been
made anyway, and we are
amazed at the arragance of
local government workers
who - facing redundancics
and cutbacks themselves —
think that - just one word
from them will stop support
being built for the two
threatened nursesies in this
East Londan borough.

Management,  however,
are under pressurc. Letters
written to Peter Shore MP,
who has passed the buck in
typical fashion, arc landing
{hick and fast on their desks.
They also have scveral telex-
es from the Shadwell nursery
giving them one week  to
declare in writing what deci-
sions have been made.

Failing any decenl replies
the Shadwell parents and
sluft will assume the nursery
is down for closure and act
accordingly.

Parents arc now prepa:
ing to reply to managemen
and protest about th;
attempt to exclude the car:
paigners. And the fight hz
been strengthened by 1th
production of a bulletin
Trade unions and Labot
Parties have been circulated
and a petition will be pu
round on local estates an
markets.

The Council is no
placing any new chitdre-
and is running down 1%
numbers in the threatene,
nurseries — even trying :
force some parents 10 tran:
fer when they clearly dor
want to.

They have gonc to i2:
lengths — phoning parents :
work, finding out th
work hours and how =
arrange their travel to 1t :
with the nursery hours.

Despite  the
yefusal to mave,
on asking.

List

But iobbies unu 7LT
meetings are planned [o°
autumn with Trades Cou
sponsorship, and wo”
are being made with
visitors to make a W
{ist that nursesies can .
order to thwart the Couno
MANOEUVIes.

Contact: ¢/o 36 Bradmi=
House, Yamaica Streer,
London E1.




FOR THE first time in
nearly 40 years Communist
Party members sit in the
government of a major ad-
vanced capitalist country.

When  Frangois  Mitt-
errand appointed four
members of the French
CP to his government in
June, it might have appear-
ed that the advocates of the
‘parliamentaiy  road to
socialism’ had at last got
some of the power they
needed to carry that strat-
egy out. To judge by the
reactions of the American
government, the Commun-
ist Party ministers pose a
real threat to the stability
of capitalist rule in Europe.

The reality is very diff-
erent. The CP ministers
occupy four ~relatively
junior ministries (transport,
health, public services
and administrative reform,
and vocational training).
They enter the govern-
ment at a time when the CP
is at its weakest elector-
ally since 1945.

The victory of the left in
the Presidential and legis-
lative elections in May and
June markéd a shift within
the left from the CP to the
Socialist Party. In the first
round of the Presidential
elections, the CP General
Secretary Marchais slump-

ed to 15% of the vote,
while Mitterrand’'zs  vote
goared to 26% .

Dropped

In the elections to the

National Assembly, the
CP dropped from 86 seats
to 44, while the Socialists
went from 107 to 273
The CP even lost 4 of its
¢ seats in its stronghold
of Seine St. Denis -in the
‘red belt’ around Paris — to
the SP.
Yet despite this setback for
the Communist Party and
the fact that Mitterrand
had a majority in the Ass-
embly without CP votes,
the CP was invited to send
ministers into the govern-
ment.

It was not a major con-
cession to the CP, as the
Reagan vernment and
the French right-wing par-
ties argued. Rather, Mitt-
errand took a shrewd
decision that he would be
able to dictate terms to the
CP and the CP would be
less trouble inside the gov-
ernment than on the
outside. In the run-up to
the elections, the CP, which
was attacking Mitterrand
and the Socialists for ‘‘play-
ing the right’s game’’,
threatened general strike
action if the SP came to
power without agreement
with the CP on their
policies.

The CP has far less room
for manoeuvre with their
members in the govern-
ment. The French right-
wing paper ‘‘Le Figaro'
was guite direct about it:

Naught

“The success of a social-
ist experiment in France is
only possible to the extent
that the Communist Party
supports it more Or less
directly.

“*Thrown back into opp-
osition Georges Marchais’
party would still have the
means, even after its elec-
toral setback, to reduce
the socialists’ ambitions to
naught. Its implantation in
the world of labour and its
control of the CGT [ the
major union federation) are
weapons which are effect-
ive in a different way to
its Parliamentary strength’’

The CP will have to take

Workers demand .

responsiblity for Mitterr-
and's policies  without
being able to change them.

The terms of CP partic-
ipation in the government
were humiliating. Since
1977, the CP has violently
attacked the SP for not
renegotiating the
“*Common Programme’’ of
the Union of the Left
(between the CP, the SP
and the Left Radicals) so as
to include a more extensive
programme of nationalis-
ations. In the negotiations
the CP had no choice but to
accept the more limited
proposals Mitterrand had
campaigned on in the
elections.

But in the field of foreign
policy the CP had to con-
cede still more. The agree-
ment specified that France
would ‘‘respect her alli-
ances’’ and spoke of inter-
national negotiations to
remove both the American
Pershing missiles and the

Russian S§8-20s from
Europe.
It also calls for ‘'the

simultaneous dissolution
of military blocs’’, that is,
NATO and the Warsaw
Pact.

Afghanistan

The French CP, which in
1980 went out of its way to
support the Russian inva-
gion, has now signed an
agreement calling for non-
interference in Afghan-
istan's internal affairs
and the withdrawal of
Soviet troops. As ‘‘Le
Monde'’ put it, ‘‘The
Americans should have
seen this as considerable
grounds for satisfaction.’’

The CP also accepted
cooperation with the Social-
ists in local government,
and, more importantly, in
the factories — something
the CP has always refused
in the past. The SP obvious-
ly wants to limit the CP’s
freedom of mapoeuvre in
the unions when the Mitt-
errand government begins
to push through anti-work-
ing class policies and the
pressure from the CGT
ranks builds up.

The CP prefers to face
both- ways. Charles Fiter-
man, the most senior of the
CP ministers, says, 0
pacify the Socialists — and
the capitalists — ““We are
not delegates of the Comm-

unist Party. We respect the

Constitution.”’

At the same time, Paul
Laurent, a membeg of the
CP's  secretariat = says.
with one eye looking over
his shoulder at the workers
that expect the Mitterr-
and government to act .in

13 houwr week: Mitterand s not so sure . ..

their interests, ‘‘trade
unionists are totally indep-
endent in their actions and,
if they feel they have to
show a bit of impatience or
a wish to go faster or to
settle problems in their own
way, well, I suppuse that '
will go on just as befores.”

For the time being, how-
ever, Mitterrand is clearly
in control. The CP has
made its peace with him.
Mitterrand has in turn
taken pains to assure the
capitalists that he won't go
too far and has the Comm-
unists under his control.

Whatever their private
and not-so-private dislikes
of their subordination to the
Socialists, the CP are pre-
pared to accept their sub-
ordination to the bourgeois-
je and the political frame-
work laid down by them —
particularly De Gaulle's
reactionary  constitution.
Fiterman declared, '‘We
deny to anyone the moral
right to doubt our loyalty
to France.”

The more far-sighted
French capitalists recog-
nise that four Communist
ministers are no threat to
the stability of their rule.
The Reagan government,
however, reacted very
strongly

against the

appointment of the CP
roinisters,  saying  that
“the tone and content of
our relations as allies will
be affected by the Comm-
unists getting into the gov-
ernment.”’

George Bush, the Amer-
jcan Vice-President and
ex-CIA boss visited Mitt-
errand in Paris just as he
was announcing his minis-
ters, to make Reagan's
views known to him.

Mitterrand did all he
could to reassure Bush that
his government would not
do anything to jeopardise
the links between France
and the US. Mitterrand is
rumoured to have told
Bush that guestions about
national defence woula
be discussed in the Cabinet
in the absence of the CP

ministers. Although
Cheysson, the Foreign
Minister  denied  this,

NATO Headquariers in
Brussels stated that the
French government had
given satisfactory assur-
ances that information vital
to the defence of the West
would be protected.

(Although France is not a
member of NATO, France
cooperates with NATO's
defence plans}.

The American response

is partly based on Cold War
paranola about the intent-
jons of Communist Parties.
But Reagan and his allies

- are also worried about the

overall effect of the Left's
victory in France on the

situation  elsewhere in
Europe.
Now the French CP

has ministers it is more
difficult to continue to
refuse the Italian CP any
role in government.

The French CP has
proved in the past that it is
not the red ogre that
Reagan and Bush believe.

In 1936, an acute social
crisis brought to power the
Popular Front government
iled by the Socialist Leon
Blumi on an upsurge of
working class militancy.
The CP had signed a
common programme and
clectoral pact with the Soc-
ialists and the bourgeois
Radical Party.

The Popular Front con-
sisted merely of anti-
fascist and ‘democratic’
platitudes, but the working
class took its election as a
sign to lake on the employ-
ers and fight for its own
demands, with a wave of
strikes and factory occu-

pations.

The CP wholeheartedly

tar fe i) and de Caill
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supported the Popular
Front alliance, in line with
Stalin's need for ‘‘demo-
cratic anti-fascist’’ bour-
geois allies for the USSR

against Italy and Ger-
many — at the cost of
stranghing independent

working class action,

Blum offered the CP
places in the government,
but the CP refused.

Trotsky described their
motives as follows:

“Most  criminal  and
infamous in this situation
is the conduct of the
Communists: they have
promised to give unswerv-
ing support to the Blum
government, without eni-
ering it. ‘We are much
too revolutionary’ — say
the Cachins and the
Thorezes (CP leaders) —
‘we might frighten our
Radical  colleagues to
death. It is best for us to
remain in the antecham-
ber’

Outward

“In point of fact, the
Communists wish to pres-
erve an vutward semblance
of independence in order
the better to subject the
working masses to the Pop-
ular Front, i.e. to the disci-
pline of capitaliam'’.

The CP helped derail
the strike wave — Thorez
made the infamous state-
ment ‘‘It is necessary to
know when to end a
strike’” — and were guided
above all by their wish
not to offend the French
capitalist class, even the
part of it opposed to the
Popular Front.

Even the limited reforms
Blum introduced were
attacked on this basis —

“'the time was not ripe for
an act of Marxist expro-
priation’’, they commented
as Blum tried to national-
ise the Bank of France.
Having served its purnose
of staving off militancy,
the Popular Front govern-
ment fell after only a year
in office.

At the end of the war the
CP did actually entet
government. In 1944 the
CP were given the Minis-
tries of Health and Air ip
De Gaulle's
Government in  Algiers.
They remained in the gov-
ernment until 1947 when
the Socialists showed them
the door. It was in 1946 —
presumably with Stalin’s
approval that Thorez
put forward for the first
time the line of a peaceful
rmad to socialism "'in the
French stvle™

Provisional -

The CP’s role is best
described by the partic-
ipants. Fernand Grenier, a
CP minister in 1944-5
said in a recent interview,
“De Gaulle no doubt
chose me as he apprecia-
ted my national feelings
and because he knew I
wouldn 't take advantage of
my position to boost the
positions supported by the

P

Another CP minister,
Marcel Paul, said, ‘‘There
was solidarity between
ministers. It's true that
there was no debate on
changing society and mod-
ifying the country’s struct-
ures. We had other things
to dot”’

CHARLES
FiTERMAN.
MINISTRE

Lo

De Gaulle himself paig
tribute to the CP’s '‘nation
al feelings'":

“Of course, day afte
day. the Communists prod
uced their invective. Ye
they did not make an
attempt to start an insurr
ectionary movement. Ever
better, while [ governed
there wasnt a singh
strike’’.

"*As for Thorez, while
tried to push communism
forward, on several 0cca|
siuns he rendered a publi
service.

“From the day of
return W France. he helped
put an end Lo the ** Patrioti
Militias'* that some of hi



ent

eople wished to keep in a
ew state of clandestinity ...
e opposed attempts to
ncroach on the Comm-
ttees of Liberation and
cts of violence which over-

xcited units tried to

commit . .
‘“To those — many —

workers, particularly the

miners, who listened to his
harangues, he never
stopped advising them to
work as hard as possible
and produce at any cost.”’

The CP was thrown out of
0 relations

big capitalist powers began
to worsen seriously in 1947.
From then until now, the
CP has been in opposition
in France.

There is one very import-
ant difference between the
CP’s governmental policies
in 1936 and in 1944-7 and
its present policy. Before
the CP's policy was entirely
determined by the needs
of the foreign policy of the
Soviet Stalinist bureau-
cracy. Today that is not
the case.

Though less ideologically
‘Eurocommunist’ than
the Italian CP or the major-
ity of the Spanish CP, the
French CP's policies — and
particularly its relations
with the Socialists — are
determined as much by
considerations of its own
national interests as by
orders from Moscow.

The® Soviet bureaucracy
did not want a victory of the
left in the Presidential
Elections. Until the extent
of Mitterrand's victory was
clear, they were supporting
Giscard d’Estaing on the
grounds that Mitterrand
would be less independent
of the USA than Giscard
and his nationalist Gaullist
allies. Moscow is also at
least lukewarm towards -
the French CP entering
the government — none of
Marchais’ demands for
CP ministers were ever
published in the Russian
press.

Pressure

At best, the advantages
for Moscow lie in the press-
ure the CP could bring to
bear on Mitterrand on for-
eign policy. But Mitterrand
has already made it clear to
the American government
that the Socialists will not
take any notice of the CP’s
views on France’s alliances
or on defence.

From Moscow’s view-
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ult strike (April-May 1947) which

led to the CP leaving the coalition government

point, the dangers are
also clear. In accepting
the ministries, the CP had
to give up those of its for-
eign policy positions that
were most closely ident-
ified with Moscow (on dis-

armament and Afghan-
istan).
After 1978, when the

Union of the Left with the
Socialists and Left Radicals
collapsed, the CP  turned
back towards an alliance
with Moscow. The Soviet
bureaucracy clearly fear
that the entry of the CP
into the government

means a move back towards
‘Eurocommunism’ and fear
that this might mean a

X gﬂ/

What??? Haven't vou seen a CP minister before?

revival of a flagging
‘Eurocommunism’ in other
European CPs.

The Italian CP, which has
particularly bad relations
with Moscow and which has
in recent years developed
relations with the French
Socialists, was quick to
greet the shift in French
CP policy reflected in the
agreement signed with the
SP. The Htalian CP stated
““We are happy with the
positions taken today which
will facilitate relations
between our two parties.”’

This can only have
strengthened Moscow’s
reservations at the French
CP’s participation in gov-
ernment, and the Soviet
bureaucracy’s feelings
that, as ‘'Le Monde'' put
it, ‘‘a better solution would
be... ‘suppurt without
participation’, allowing
the reconciliation of con-
tradictory demands; main-
taining doctrinal purity and
keeping an eye on a govern-
ment still suspected by
Moscow of being tainted
with atlanticism.”’

Failure

The terms on which the
CP has entered Mitterr-
and’'s government marks
the latest — and possibly
the most far-reaching —
episode in the failure of
its sirategy and in the polit-
ical crisis that it has faced
over the last 10 years.

With - the exceplion of
two short periods between
1939-41 and after 1947, the
French CP's sirategy since
1935 has focussed on
achieving governmental
power in alliance with other
left parties and 'progress-

government.

ive’ sections of the bourg-
eoisie.

The form this has taken
has altered depending on
the realities of French
politics. In the 30’s it
emphasised winning as
much of the bourgeoisie
as possible for a ‘patriotic’
In the 50's
it took the form of asking to
be admitted to centre-left
coalition governments.

RY

In the 70’s it took the
form of the “‘Union of the
Left’”” with the Socialists
and the Left Radicals.

The constant factors are
that the CP is not strong
enough to come o power
alone and carry out its
‘Parliamentary road’
and also that the CP wants
to reassure as wide a sect-
ion of the bourgeoisie as
possible that it will be care-
ful to respect their rights.

The roots of the 'Union of
the Left' strategy lie in the
CP's attempts in the mid-
60s to get the Socialists and
their allies to agree tu a
joint programme and to
work together electorally.
In 1965 the CP supported
Mitterrand’s candidacy for
President.

But it was the events of
1968-9 that provided the
real spur for both the CP
and the Socialists. After the

general strike of May-June

1968, the left was resound-
ingly defeated in the
ensuing general election.
But the groups to the left
of the CP and SP had mass-

ively = increased their
strength.

The CP drew the con-
clusion that they nvended a
central governmoiiinl strat-

egy to counter the danger
of being outflanked on the
left. In December 1968 they
drew up a manifesto focus-
ing on three planks: the
Union of the Left (on a pro-
gramme of ‘advanced
democracy): nationalisation
of the monopolies; and the
leading role of the working
class {expressed puolitically
as the leading role of the
CP!)

The presidential election
of 1969 confirmed to both
sides the usefulness of such
a 'union’ The Socialist
candidate, Deferre, only
got 5.1% of the votes. To
the CP it appeared that
they could use the ailing
Socialists; to the Socialists,
after some wrangling, it
appeared the only way to
grow at all.

In 1972, the Common
Programme was signed
(along with the Left Radi-
cals) and the Union of the
Left came into existence.

Things did not go as the
CP expected, however. Far

The
achieved

marginalise

from allowing the CP to
dominate the left, the
Union of the Left provided
the means for the Socialist
Party to re-establish itself
as a major force both elect-
orally and in terms of mem-
bership, and become more
and more of a direct threat
to the CP.

Since 1972 the CP has

_responded in two ways to

this, but neither has
prevented it from going
from one crisis to another.

Sometimes the CP has
gone out of its way to em-
phasise its moderation and
democratic credentials,
in order to win over floating
middle-class voters whose
support is necessary for the
CP to gain electoral domin-
ance in the left.

To do this, the CP need-
ed to distance itself from its
Stalinist past and its identi-
fication with Moscow.
Hence its ‘Eurocommun-
ism’, largely dropped in
1979-80 when the CP zig-
zagged to violent attacks on
Mitterrand and the SP.

At other times the CP has
emphasised its differences
{or alleged differences)
with the Socialists — often
in a violently sectarian
manner.

In such periods the CP
brings forward its claim —
still  believed by large
numbers of workers — to
he a ‘revolutionary’ party
fundementally  different
from the reformist Social-
ists. The CP has also at
times appealed to the
Gaullists — with whom it
shares a fanatical national-
ism — over the heads of the
Socialists.

None of these ploys has
prevented the SP from con-
tinuing to gain strength.

The CP was caught in a
cleft stick. If it emphasised
its differences with the SP,
people who took the Union
of the Left seriously would
be attracted to the SP as
the party of ‘unity’. If the
CP emphasised its links
with the SP, it would
become more and more
subordinate to the SP and
voters would go to the SP as
the more dynamic, less
‘dogmatic’ and non-Stal-
inist party.

The CP has switched
from one position to

French Communist
its main aim for
30-odd years — to get CP ministers in
the .government. Yet the CP faces an
insoluble dilemma:to reaffirm its inks
with the Kremlin bureaucracy is to
and discredit
focus on its own bureaucracy in the CP
municipalities, the unions etc., is to
become a pale, secondrate version of the
Socialist Party. Bruce Robinson reports.

Union of the Left, 1972

Party has
the last

itself; to

another with a speed that
has thrown its own
members into confusion

and brought forward open
and organised opposition
in the party. The most
fundamental turn came in
1977-8 and led to the break--
up of the Union of the Left.

Leading up to the Parl-
iamentary elections in
March 1978 — which the
left was widely expected to
win — the negotiations on
updating the 1972 Common
Programme were marked
by more and more noisy
disputes between the CP
and SP, particularly about
nationalisation.

The CP broke off negotia-
tions and publicly accused
the SP of planning to do a
deal with Giscard to form
a centre-left government.
Although the SP’s vote
beat the CP’s for the first

. time, the CP managed to

hold its own... and the left
lost the election.

One result of this was a
crisis inside the CP. Oppos-
itions, loosely organised
and largely based among
intellectuals, came into
existence in the period
running up to the CP’s
23rd Congress in May 1979,

This antagonism to the
Socialists was carried on
from 1978 right up until the
results of the first round of
the presidential elections
were announced. In 1979-
80 the CP put on a left face
and at the same time began
to orient to the worst
backwardness in the,
working class.

This included open use of
racism, as in Vitry-sur-
Seine, where the CP mayor
led a demonstration last
year which demolished a
hostel for immigrant work-
ers. For years the CP has
campaigned to reduce the
number of immigrants in
CP-ontrolled municipal-
ities, and it also demands &
tota! ban on immigration.

Humiliation

The CP’s humiliation in
the elections forced Mar-
chais to do another 180°
turn. To get into the Mitt-
errand government —
which would have been
formed with or without CP
participation — the CP had
to make peace with the SP
and accept their terms.
This is leading to another
crisis in the CP.

At the first Central Com-
mittee meeting after the
elections, Marchais gave &
series of excuses for the
CP’s performance. The
date of the next Congress
was fixed for January 1982.
Discussion in the Party had
already begun, however.

Eleven members in the
Paris region have been
expelled for publishing
“Rencontres Communist-
es’’, an oppositional maga-
zine, and for trying to hold
public meetings to discuss
the recent politics of the

party.

The internal crisis of the
CP will continue for as long
as the party lurches around
in a desperate attempt to
revive its waning popular-
jty. The entry of the CP
ministers into the govern-
ment_ will do nothing to
reverse that. It simply
marks a new stage in the
CP’s crisis. )

If the government Is
popular, the credit will go
to the Socialists. If not, the
unpopularity will rub off
on the CP — though in that
case the CP might with-
draw its ministers and start
again attacking Mitterrand
from the left.
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A comedy of
oppression

STEPHANIE MALTMAN reviews ‘Restoration’ by Edward Bond, which can be seen at the
Royal Court Theatre, Sloane Square, SW1, until September 5. Tickets from £2 (£1 student

standby).

RESTORATION is an
exceadingly funny play, but
there is a sting in its tail.

It is set at a time when
divisions in society were
more clearly defined. It
opens with a ludicrous
episode. Lord Are (the
inevitable pun comes later) is
posing, poetry book in hand,
in a pastoral setting (so
tashionubie at the time)
in order to impress the
lady on whom his designs
{not, it is worth mention-
ing, his affections) are set.

Have things changed that
much?

Boost

His object is to marty
the daughter of a wealthy

manufacturer, nouveau
riche, in order to boost his
own financial  position,

Simon Callow is sublime in

SOCIALIST QOrganiser necds
to develop a morc positive
attitude to the fight for
public accountability of the
police.

In Liverpool it is clear
that the removal of chief
constable Kenneth Oxford is
a teal possibility, The auth-
orities are scared that they
will be forced to grant this
dermand and that it will sct
a precedent for asserting the
power of the ‘community’ in
other areas tao.

Qur task is nol to sneer
at this struggle, but to give
it more force and more
direction.

Energies

If a police chief is sacked
it will give confidence to
workers. It is then up to us
to make sure that this con-
fidence is used to take the
struggle with the police
further, and not to allow the
reformist leadership to
scatter the cnergies.

On the front page of
Socialist Organiser no.47,
John Lister declares that
“there is no way that the
police, these hired defend-
ers of the capitalist class, can
be made accountable to the
workerss movement”. This
half-truth reveals that the
police always have been and
will be a class force al the
disposal of the bourgeoisie.

What it abscures, how-
ever, is that the character of
the police in capitalist soc-
icty is not determined only
by who. ‘hires’ them, but by
the relations between the
classes and in particular the

struggles  of  the working
class. i
The police in South

Africa and the police in Brit-
ain arc both capitalist, but
prly a political cretin would
i-nore the differences be-
ke,

CeroTToTIENN

perhups.

official
(local

parliumentary
the Homse Office, etc.); and

his excesses as Lord Are and
Edward Bond
parodies  the
comedy on which the play is
supposedly based.

accurately
species  of

The ruling class. Arc and

his mother, are clever and
amusing. And yet the sinister
reality is that this can only
be maintained by the

security of position that
comes from the insecurity of
athers.

The only time that Are

succceds in doing anything
effective
murdering his wife) is when
he withholds a pardon from
his wrongly accused servant
(and that in an underhand
and despicable way). It is the
only time that Are gives way
to passion and perhaps true
feeling, and yet success tor
him means literally life or
death for another.

(apart from

The most poignant

‘moment in the whole play

comes when Arc gives the
pardon to the servant’s
mother to light the fire with.
She wuses  it, because she
can’t read.

Three other characters in
the play are important
because of what they appear
to represent.

Rose, Are’s black maid,
stands for political aware-
ness. She has inherited the
knowledge from her mother
that all in her position are
slaves, and tries to explain
this ta her husband, who will
not listen.

Her husband represents
the itlogical reasoning that
ultimately leads ta fascism.
He is exploited in every way
and yet still believes that
his master must be right.

Are  dupes him into
believing that he has com-
mitted a  murder.  The

murder was commitied by
Are himselt and even when it
becomes clear what has hap-
pened, Bob will not sce the

truth  and  continues  to
believe  that  justice’  will
prevail in the end.

Frank, a third servant

who gets caught trying to
steal the silver. is betrayed
by Bob, again out of a mis-
taken sense of duly, and
scems to represent o half
consciousness. He is fighting
pack in stealing the silver,
but does 50 in the wrong
way and is doomed to
failure.

The play was directed by
Bond and containy  some
particularly  strong  visual
images. There is a scene in
which  Are’s wife appears
draped in white as a ghost,
perhaps cchaing the hostage
in the “‘Worlds’, an carlier
Bond play.

CURBING

THE

the police in Britain in 1980
arc different from the police
in 1960. They have become
less
democratic body and they
have become an increasingly
aguressive class [orce,

accourntable  to any

Sociulists mast relate to

these distinctions, and not
bury them under the gencral
truth thal the police arc
merely capital’s miercenaries.

While the working class

cannot controf the police, it
can impose - and has
imposed —
power of the police. The
labour movement does not
of course control the state,
but it does - as a result of

curbs on the

its  struggles —  wield
influence. .
The struggle for that

influence s, as Marx and
Lenin constantly reiterated,

crucial. In part our influence

over the police has been
mediated by the law (e.g. by
winning and defending rights
of defendants not to be arbi-
trarily detained, rights of
trade unionists to  picket,

etc.); in part mediatcd by
political channels
police  authorities,
scrutiny  of

wielded directly
resistance on
and in the

in part
through our
the streets
[actories.
Now the ruling class has

launched an attack on these

avenues  of  democratic
accountability. It has streng-
thened and centralised the
police itself and assailed the
legal rights of defendants,
pickets, ctc. It has neutered
the powers of local police
authorities and is now
pondering their abolition, as
part of a wider attack an
democratic forms of local

government.

t,ocul authority is heing
transferred to Chief Constab-
les, while at the game time
the force is being centralised
under the shadow of (he
Hame Office.

Whether we like it or not.
the state has taken up the

question of accountability

with a vengeance. If we
ignore it, it is we who arc
the dreamers.

[t is true that there are
those who just ‘plead” for
accountability, declaring
that it is in the state’s best
interest, and that their anly
goal is to ‘improve police-
communily relations’.

But their pleas are be-
coming increasingly holtow-
sounding. The smallest
grumbling from the Mersey-
gside police commiilee or
from the GLC is met by de-
punciation and counter-
attack by the potlice and the
government,

In the name of ‘serving
the public’ " the police can
bear less and less actual
public intervention, Critic-
ism itself appears in police
eyes as a sin against the holy.

‘The rcalily is not, as the
Jeaders would have it, that
accountability  will  soften
the conlradictions belween
the police and sociely. Quite
the reverse. [t will, ax we
should appreciate and clearty
argue, sharpen these contra-

dictions under the present
cireamslances,
And the struggle  has

moved on. The politics of
pressure groups have moved
to the background, and the
Liverpool demonstration for

Oxfard’s sacking can hardly
be catied pleading.

Even the  defensive
struggle 1o maintain the very

restricled demaocratic
accountability  over  the
police  which previously

existed contains the potent-
jal, already visible, o move
onto the offensive: that is,
for the ‘community’ Lo
demand new powers over the
policc — to hire and fire
chief constables, to disband
special forces like the SPG,
the PSUs, the Special Branch
cte; to disarm the police: to
refuse entry to the police
into  sensiiive areas; to
scrutinisc the hidden world
of police stations: lo have
access to police files; and so
forth.

This momentum will not
automatically be maintained.
should appreciate and clearly
arguc, sharpen these contra-
dictions under the present
circumstances.

Our lask as socialists is
not to sii on the sidelines of
the fight tor accountability,
but to engage in the fight,
to seck constantly fo break
through the narrow horizons
of the reformists, and to use
any concessions the workers
win lo cxtend the struggle
further.

BOB 1INk,
London.

PHOTO: JOHN HAYNES

Restoration

At ane point F'rank, the
servant, is tied to a chair
with white tape while he is
sleeping and, unable to get
frec. he jumps around the
stuge  still helpless in  the
chair.

Later he is locked in a
trunk which is lefl alone on
stage with his muffled bang-
ing and shouting going on

sharp but not subtle

inside.

Nearer the end of the
play there is a scene in which
the grouping of the players
presents & painter-like
quality to the whole and
their movements on stage are
almost a slow dance. These
things add an unexpected
dimension to disturbing situ-
ations and in a sense lend

LSE needs

YOUR EXCELLENT cover-
age of Laurence Scoits
paints out the need to fight
for democracy in  the
AUKW and the need (o
publicise the dispute in the
wider labour movement.

What we must emphas-
is¢ and re-emphasise right
now, however, is the centr-
al weapons which might
just still bring home the
bacon: pickeling and black-
ing. And it’s no good just
picketing the LSE plant
itself.

it Duggie Daniels and
John Tocher are, ms they
claim to be, still supporting
the dispute, then let's see
getion rather than words.

They must be pushed to
point the finger specifically
at Arthur Scargill, Walt
Greendale {the Hull dock-
ers' leader and Scargill's

fellow General Council
member) and the British
Oxygen stewards, who

My Grandma wa

have in the past acquired a
reputation for militancy.
They should say publicly
to them: "Are you serious?
Do you really want to get
rid of Thatcher? If so, call
on your members to black
all Mining Supplies pro-
ducts’. [Mining Supplies
is LSE owner Arthur
Snipe's main company].

And rather than relying
on other workers, Daniels
and Tocher should organise
picketing of Hull docks,
the Yorkshire mines, and
British Oxygen plants —
and of course Mining Supp-
lies itself.

If the officials are not
prepared to do this immed-
iately. then their support
means little and the strikers
must acl themselves.

Tony Benn, Bob Wright
and Peter Hain, who have
declared support for the
workers, should also be

more of a

revolutionary

Dear Comrades,

| feel 1 must tell you
of my recent experience
with the Militant tendency.

After being a contact for
theee or four weeks | went
along to a Eroup meeting
and was accepted into the
Militant. At this time I was
atill Tinding out about their
programme and politics.

I was led to belicve they
were a revolutionary
tendency fighting within the
Labour Party, and
asked Lo join the Labour
Party.

Ward
[ filled in a Labour
Party form and il was sent
to my ward, where it was
accepied and sent an to the
constitue ney. At the con-

was .

stituency EC somcone told
the committee that 1 was a
membes of the SWP and my
membership was relerred to
the General Management
Committee.

At the GMC {after some
wrangling) it was put {o 2
vote and § lost,

My membership was then
referred back to the ward
and | have lo go on Septem-
ber 9 to give my explana-
tion,

{1 should just tcil you
that befasre becoming
involved with the Militant |
did attend some SWP meet-
ings, but I broke uny link s
I had with them before join-
ing the Militant).

] was very cugious as o
who had said | was an SWP

S g

v
gy
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them greater dignity.

Restoration is an enter-
tainment. It is not a subtle
work the message is very
clear. Maybe if we looked at
them carefully, we could
draw the same conclusions
from other restoration
comedies, but maybe we still
need to be reminded that is
what Bond intends.

ction

pressed to ask Scargill
and Greendale what they
are doing rather than
saying about the strike. If
rhetoric is converted into
action, victory can still be
snatched from the jaws of
defeat.

RODERICK McCORLEY

P.S. I showed this letter to
a member of the Commun-
ist Party, who argued that
it personalised matters and
divided the left.

My answer was that if
Arthur and Walt are not
prepared to put their
money where their mouth
is, they increase cynicism
about left leaders, and it
is they who divide the
movement, because their
inaction must help the
hosses, Boyd and Duffy,
and of course Margaret
Thatcher.

What do other readers
think?

rag,gg;e};

member, so | made it my
duty to tind out. When {
did” finally (ind out I was
absolutely dumbfounded for
it was a member of my own
Militant group who had
detiberately tried to stop my
Labour Party membership.
and the Militant didn't do a
thing about it. {apart from
telling him what a naughty
boy he was and not to do it
agaimn).

} have now seen the error
of my ways and have dis-
owned the Militant, for they
are nol revolutionaries (0T
at least not as [ sce ith. My
Grandma was more of
revolutlionary and she knew
nothing aboul palitics.

Y ours fraternatly,
Ex-Militant
P.CAIN



=ssmm Micky Devine 1954-1981

“‘H-Block is a festering sore.. .
It must be smas

THE NEWS of Micky
Devine's death was delib-
erately eclipsed by the
British media’s glorying
at Pat McGeown’'s rela-
tives’ request for medical
aid, In some papers it
wasn't even mentioned.

Most just reported “a
tenth hupger striker dies.
Micky Devine, aged 27 died
in the Maze atter refusing
food tor 60 days.”

As always in the British
capitalist  press, the dead
hunger striker is described
only in terms of his alleged
‘crime’. length of sentence,
etc.

Any information that
could result in a reader
relating personally to the
life and struggle of the dead
man is assiduously omitted.
The only opportunity you
get to see any humanity
behind the bald “facts™ is a
blurred photograph.

But still the humour,
youth and sincerity comces
through the “mug’” shots
issued ot Micky Devine.

And his tife history con-
tains the explanation of why
this red-haired, chubby
faced, dishevelled lad with
his schoolboy specs and
softies grin became a free-
dom fighter of such courage
and delermination,

Slum

Micky Devine was born
in the spring of 1954 in
Springtown camp on the
outskirts of Derry city — a
former American army basc
from the Second World War,
which Micky himself des-
cribed as “‘the slum to end
all slums”.

Hundreds of families —
99% (atholics because of
Derry Corporation’s  sec-
tarian housing policy — lived
or rather existed in huts
which were not kept in any
decent state of repair by the
Corporation.

Micky Devine’s carliest
memory was of lying in a
bed covered in old coats to
keep the rain off the bed.

His  sister, Margaret,
recalls that the huts were OK
during the summer but they
leaked and the rest of the
year were cold and damp.

Although Springtown
was meant to provide only
temporary accommodation,
official lethargy and sectar-
ianism dictated that -such

inadequate housing was good

enough for Catholics,
The Devines had bheen
moved into the camp in
8 but it was 1960 beforg
they got their new home in
the Creggan.

Hatred

The first civil rights
march in Derry city took
place on October § 1968.
The sectarian RUC batoned
several hundred protestors.

Micky was 14. As he

said: '
“Like every young
person in Derry my whole
way of thinking was tossed
upside down by the evenis
of October 5 1968.”

“Qvernight § developed
an iniense hatred of the

RUC . within a month
everyone was a political
activist [ was by no

means politically aware but
the speed of evenls gave me
a quick cducation.”

In January 1969 there
was another nmow infamous
loyalist  attack on  Civil
Rights marchers in
Burntollet and on Aupust 12
1269 the Apprentice Boys
and the RUC attacked the
Bogside.

On both occasions Micky
Devine ended up on  the
wrong end of an RUC baton
and was hospitalised. After
August 1969 British troops

arrived,

b'or the next three vears
he worked as a shop assis-
tant in three local furniture
shops. When he could, Micky
manned the barricades of
‘tree Derry’ — armed with a
hurley and full of nervous
bravado.

“f don't really kmnow
what we would have done if
someone had attacked. but
we reckoned that we were
the defenders of the people
and that was good enough.”

Between 1970 and 1971

Micky Devine became
involved in the civil rights
movement and the local

(uniquely militant) Labour
Party Y oung Socialists.

In 1971 the British army
shot dead iwo unarmed
civilians in Belfast and in
August 1971 internment was
introduced. Micky Devine
joined the Official Republi-
cans.

Dogs

Barricades had gonc up
again in Derry. Micky Devine
not only did his barricade
duty but was eager to con-
tribute in any way, often
tidving up the officc and
doing other smali jobs.

In 1972 on January 30,
British  paratroopers  shot
dead 13 unarmed civil rights
demonstrators in Derry.

Micky Devine was on the
march. “Can you sit back
and watch while your own
Derry men get shown down
like dogs?™ he said.

1 will never forget stand-
ing in the Creggan chapel
staring at the brown wooden
boxes . . . that sight more
than anything convinced me
that there will never be
peace in Ireland  while
Britain remains.

‘*“When 1 looked at those
coffins 1 developed a
commitment to thc repub-
lican causc that I have never
lost.” ‘

Micky Devine then
became involved not only in
defensive operations but in
vartous gun attacks agamnst
British troops.

At the end of July the
British army’s ‘Operation
Motorman’ removed  the
Free Derry barricade by
massive force of arms and
armour.

Iin 1973 Devine married
and lived in the Creggan
with his wite Margaretl. They
had two children, Michael

‘more than life . .

now aged 7 and Louise, now
aged S.

Micky Devine Wy
becoming increastngly
disillusioned by the Officials
openly reformist path - the
‘fireside  republicans”  he
called them.

In late 1974 he joined
the newly formed lrish
Republican  Socialist  Party
and in early 1975 became o
founder member of the Irish
Nationa! Liberation Army.
the IRSP’s military wing.

Blanket

After a raid on an arms
shop, he was arrested on
Septeruber 20, 1976 (the
same day as his granny, with
whom he had been brought
up, died).

He was held on remand
and not sentenced until
June 20 1977 when he was
given 12 years for ‘posscs-
sion” af arms.

He went  “‘on  the
blanket™.

Inside the H blocks
Micky Devine learnt fluent
gaelic  and  ran  regular

quizzes in A wing of HS
block.

On Sunday 21 June he
compicted his fourth year on
the blanket and joined the
hunger strike. Before gomy
on the hunger strike Micky
Devine wrote the following
words about the suike  a
moving testimony  to the
fife and death ot a wun who
was no  unique,  romantic
folk hero but an ordinary
Derry lad, a turniture shop
assistant,  driven by «the
constunt Iepression af
British imperialism to  the
biggest sacrifice unyone cun
make.

“There is nothing that
any human being values
. Not
only to die but to choose
a death which is slow
and agonising, further
serves to illustrate the
depths of courage and
sincerity amongst the
men in the H Blocks of
Long Kesh.

“What it takes to
willingly undergo suffer-
ing, some of us can
possibly imagine.

‘““As each day passes,
the death shadow of the
shroud descends omin-
ously on each of these

Micky Devine

hed

that was good enough’

brave Irishmen and it has
done oft times before . . .

**H Block is a festering
sore on the face of

THE FUNFRALS of repub-
lican hunger  strikers have
been uttacked by the press
mote  often than by the
army.

The tamily of onc of the
first hunger strikess to dw
flew  his young son trom
Britain to the tuneral. The
child Tollowed the coftin as
other chitdren have foliowed
the cottins of their parents
bewildered and griet-strick-
en,

I'or the press he and his
family were a natural target.
They accused the Provision-
ais of using the child as pro-
paganda.

But now those same
newspapers show us that it is
they themselves who are the
master craftsmen of the
propaganda of the gutter.

Bemused

The Paisleyite council of
Ballymena sent three
children aged between nine
and 13 to London to stage a
confrontation with  GLC
leader Ken  Livingstone.
Their mother had been killed
in a bomb blast in 1976.

Hunger striker  Tam
McElwee was “convicted” of
her manstaughter and it was
his mather who was publicly
welcamed a few weeks ago
by Livingstone.

Neecdless to say the child-
ren’s first engagement in
London was a press confer-
cnee.

The Lvening Standard
had alrcady published a
photo ol the children flyiog
to London (their photo-
grapher presumably just hap-
pened to be passing alung
the fusclage).

The accoinpanying story
said they came to tell Living-
stone “what they thought of
his support for the Maze
hunger strikers™.

The paper reported that
the children wefe  overs
whelmed by the reeephion
from  Conservative  Partly
members  and - olTickds al
County Hall.™ ‘They were

by Mary-Ann Todd

‘We reckoned we were the defenders of the people, and

Ireland. It and those
responsible for it must be
smashed.

“We here are helpless,

All we have to give is our
lives. We simply ask you
to do your share and
prevent tragedy.”

TN .
Livingstone and children

“quiet, reserved and seemed
bemused.”

‘This should have been a
warning for those who fixed
the visit of the PR disaster
they were about to engineer.

When the children were
ushered in to see Livingstone
he immediately agreed to be
photographed with them.
The tongue-ticd children
failed to producc the out-
burst that had  been
drummed into them.

The councillors whao had
brought the children began
to give Livingstone a horri-
fyingly graphic account of
how the children’s mother
had been bumed to death.
The children - no doubt 1o
the satisfaction of  their

cscorts — burst into tears
and were led away.
The next day photo-

graphs of Livingstone with
the chilktren  appeared in
eyery nationad daily and ia
several papers the story was
piven  precedence over the
fermmmagh by-clechion vic-

FTA

before the tears

tory for Owen Carron,

Only the Daily Star and
the Telegraph reported how
the children were reduced to
tears, but cvery paper repor-
ted the Paislevite councillors
view that the tears conveved
the real meaning of terror-
ism.

Blatant

This crude propaganda
was just the most blatant
example of a battle which
has been raging in the press
throughout the run-up fo the
Fermanagh-South Tyrone
byelection.

A number of close
studies of the injuries and
agonies of wounded soldiers
have appeared. The Northern
Ireland Office issucd and had
published their own “crimin-
alised”™ pen portraits of the
hunger strikers.

Angry stories appeared
about the stowness of the
British army to ugree comy-
pensation for the widows of

it S L
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chavie €3 mmnd to save
him.

Gerry Aglams of Sinn
Fein on big recent H Black
visit saif o the strikers,
“you c¢ouwld all be dead.
Everyone left in this room
when we leave will be
dead.”

The strikers said they
knew that (and since then,
in less than a month, four
of them have died).

They said they were
all continuing, not out of
personal loyalty to the
other dead strikers; not
out of loyalty to their
friends now on strike but
because ‘‘there was na
alternative, five  years
protest was too much.”

*They won’t break us if
we don't get the five
demands then the rest of
the boys and women will.

‘“We're right, the British
government is wrong and if
they think they can break
us they’re wrong twice.”

the dead soldiers.

But sections of the press
are now gripped by war
weariness.  The Sunday
Times — previously a firm
opponcnt of making con-
cessions — has for two wecks
running published major edi-
torials calling for a date to
be set for withdrawal.

Even the Daily Mail and
the Telegraph have included
in otherwise standard editor-
jals hints that the governp-
ment could do a deal over
the H Blocks.

The election of Sands
and now Carron has robbed
the press of its most
frequent war-crv — that the
Provisionals have no poputar
support,

Only the Times - after
rehearsing all the arguments
in favour of giving way -
stuck firmly to the Thatcher
Hine. Its editorial  said
winning the demands would
be a “more solid political
asset than the passing sympa-
thy of mourners.”

Movement

“It is by convincing their
constituency  that they are
bound o win that insurrec-
tionary groups make the
qualitative leap from being a
conspiracy  to  leading 2
movement.”

But the Guurdian -
which has no trace of liberal-
ism on Ireland  said “There
is no issue of principle an
the government’s side which
is  worth  the - guthering
momentum of panunilitary
politics. There is no issue of
principle which is worth the
alicnation of opinon. mix-
informed no doubt but influ-
entizl, in the United States
and elsewhere abroad.™

The children’™s visit to
Livingstone showed the SAS
side of Fleet Street, still up
to. its dirty tricks: but the
despair creeping nto the
leader columns shows tial
the stall officers are losing
aith in their penerls.
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Labour must back the
Bradford 12!

THE ASIAN community in
Bradtord is rallying behind
12 youths charged with ‘con-
spiracy 1o cause grievous
bodily harm® and ‘conspiracy
to endanger property and
lite’.

800 people at a meeting
in the Arcadian Cincma on
August 12 angrily called for
the dropping of charges.

But last week, in a court
room partially empty duc to
the police’s refusal to allow
relatives entrance, bail was
refused to 11 of the 12.
Their solicitors peinted to a
recent case where white

racist youths were bailed on .
a charge of conbpiracy in .

connection with the burning
of Asiun property.

Frame-ups

The twelve Asian youths
have all been actively involv-
ed in campaigns against
police harassment and frame-
ups in Bradford, and
supporting Anwar Ditta and
Jaswinder Kaur against the
racist immigration laws.

Now, lovingly referred to
in the Bradford press as the
‘Bomb 12', they face poss-
iblc maximum sentences of
life  imprisonment. The
charges test on  so-called
‘valuntary statements’ which
the police claim to have
taken from them.

All the youths were sub-
jected to constant and pro-
longed police interrogation
after their arrest on July 11.
Concerned friends and rela-
tives were not allowed to
spcak to them or visit them,
nor were they allowed to see
solicitors umnlil half an hour
before their first court
appearance on August |.

Not guility

All of them are pleading
‘not guilty to both charges’.
The petrol bombs supposcd
to have been made by them
have not been seen by mem-
bers of the defence campaign

WORKERS SOCIALIST
LEAGUE
Rally and festival to

launch the fusion of the
Workers’ Socialist League
and the Internationat-
Communist League.
Saturday October 10,
from 11am at Digbeth
Civic Hall, Birmingham.
For details of transport
contact WSL, PO Box
135, London N1 0DD.

RIGHT TO WORK
MARCH TO TORY
PARTY CONFERENCE

From Liverpool {(October
8) to Blackpool (October
16}. For sponsorships
and details contact Right
to Work Campaign, 265a

Seven Sisters Road,
London N4.

QOut now!
BUILDING WORKER
no.19
Articles on: new wage

agreement, role of the CP
in UCATT, Labour Party
democracy, ashestos,
Costains, and ‘one union
for building?” B
10p plus postage from:
223B Queens Road,
Peckham, London SE15.

and were not found in the
houses of any of the defend-
ants.

The Bradford police have
consistenlly fuiled to take
action on  serious  racist
attacks, and now they clear-
ly intend to hide their racism
behind a smokescreen of
hysteria f{uelling the Tory
myth that youth discontent
is merely the result of the
stirrings of a handtul of ruth-
less revolutionaries.

IN THE early hours of
Sunday August 23, the
top floor of the Textile
Halt, Bradford, was gutted
by fire.

The top floor was a
West indian social club,
and the building also
houses the Trades Council,
trade union offices, Labour
Party meeting rooms, and
the July 11 Action Com-
mittee.

Police ars ‘satisfied’
that it was an accident,
But fascists threatened to
burn it down in a phone
call to police on July 10.

Messages to Bradford
Trades Council and July
11  Action Committee,
¢/o Fourth ldea bookshop,
14 Southgate, Bradford 1.

They also want to terror-

. ise the black communitics

away from any realistic
policy of self-defence, at a
time when the police are
organising nationally o step
up their attacks on commun-
ities, picket lines, unemploy-
ed youth, etc.

Despite  the complete
failure of the police to link
the petrol bombs to the
defendants, the press cover-
age has raised a debale in the

Bradford labour movement
on the question of self-
defence.

It is this question thal

by Barry Turner

Asian vouth on the streels

the proess hope 1o use o
divide black and white wark-
ers in u town where their
unity is vital fur the heaith
of the Jabour movement.

Basis
Socialist Qrganiser
supporters have argued that
selfdefence is the very basis
of the labour movement: bul
due to the tailure of the
leadership ot the trade
unions and i.abour Party.
the organised power of the
movement has not been used
to detend black commun-
itics, and so we are calling
for labour movement
support for community self-
defence.
An  inquiry

into racist

attacks in the Bradford urca
has been set up by the luly
11 Action Committee  to
catalogue the incidents and
the police record on dealing
with them. We are arguing
for libour movement
involvement in that inguiry.

The Militant  tendency.
numerically  strong in the
Bradtord | abour Purty. have
ducked  both  the geners
issuc of seif-detence and the
particular guestion of the
denial ol democratic rights
to the defendants.

They  have * attended
neither pickets nor mectings,
sending onty one supporter
briefly to the 800-strong
Arcadian meeting.

[t is particuiarly import-

ant that resolutions of
support, donations and
messages  are immediately

ssent 1o the July 11 Action
Committee, cfo Fourth Idea
bookshop, 14 Southgate,
Bradford 1,

Alsa the Action Commit-
tee is culling for letters and
telegrums of protest 1o;

* The Director of Public
Prosecutions, Sir Thomas
Hetherington, 4/12 Queen
Annc’s Gate, London SW1.

* William Whitelaw, 50
Qucen Anne’s Gate, SW1.

* The Lord Chancellor,
Housc of Lords, SWI.

* Ronald Gregory, Chief

Constable West  Yorkshire,
Police Headquarters,
Wakefield.

Support the 3, 00

by Jo Thwaites

THE RIOTS may have
stopped, but the penalty
the youth arrested have to
pay hasn’t.

Many youth are still
being held in remand
centres. In Risley remand
centre, where many of the
people arrested in  Liver-
pool 8 were sent, Anne
Harris has gone on hunger
strike .as a protest against
her being refused bail.

But the press has been
silent. As far as they are
concerned, the 3,000 arres-
ted might as well have becn
wiped off the face of the
earth.

Bones

“Even for those who do
cet hail, it is often on the
basis of a 9-5 curfew and
others have to rcport to
the policc every day.Com-
plaints made against police
treatment when in jail go
completely unheard.

In Moss Side, when
Anthony Doyle went to
the police station to make
a complaint he was beaten
up. ‘Positive policing’ in
Merseyside has lead to
numerous injuries, broken
bones, and the killing of
David Moore. &

A Birmingham youth
sent to Brockhill Remand
Centre after being beaten
up told Sociatist Organiser:

“Conditions at Brockhill
were awful. A remand
centre only designed for
180 youth had 370 people
in it.

“The screws had a free
hand to harass and beat up
any youth who stood up
for themselves and kept
their pride.

“It’s a terrible feeling
being locked up — espec-
ially when you know
you’ve done nothing.

“The three screws who
are suspected of having
murdered Barry Prosscr in
Winson Green Prison have
heen transfersed to Brock-
hill. The attitude of the
screws, combined  with
overcrowding  and  the
fighting spirit of the youth
led to a riot inside the
remand centre.

“Youth were being
dragged into the corridors
and beaten with riot sticks
to ‘restore order’ ™.

Kangaroo

And in  Nottingham
youth were refused legal
representation before they
went into court.

Police  said they’d
better plead guilty or they
wouldn’t get out, Onc
officer told them they had
no chance as this was a
kangaroo court,

Sentences have been
three months or even six
months for threatening

Skirmish in Liverpool — now labour must defen

the youth

behaviour. The NCCL and
the trades council in
Nottingham have set up
inquiries into the behav-
iour of the police.

And what of the leaders
of the labour movement?
What have they Dbeen
saying? All we've got from
the TUC has been the
programme for the regener-
ation of the cities — noth-

ing about (he arrested
youth.

Nothing about  the
treatment handed out o

the youth.

We must nol stand by
and let this happen.

The National Left Wing
Youth Movement of ihe
LPYS is organising defence

d

meetings all over the
country and has produced
a special broadsheet on the
riots.

But that is not enough.
These youth must be
defended and won to the
ranks of the labour move-
ment. We need a national
campaign of meetings,
pickets of the courts, and
Icaflets by Labour Partics
and trade unions — to
show they stand on the
side of the youth in jail,

Support the Labour
Youth Defence Campaign
initially  sponsored by
Wallasey LPYS, c/o
Wallasey  Labour  Club,
Church Rd., Seacombe,
Merseyside.

NAZI THREAT
TO CARNIVAL

by Robert Mansell

This year’'s Notting Hill
carnival is under threat. The
anti-fascist magazinc Search-
light has recently exposed an
international fascist plot 1o
bomb the carnival.

Such threats should be
taken seriously; remember
the 14 people who were
kitled at the Munich Oklo-
berfest by a fascist bomb.

The National Front arc
also planning to mobilise on
Carnival  Sunday in an
attempt to sabotage the
event. According to Front
teader Martin Webster they
intend to create a situation
where  Home  Secretary
Whitelaw is forced to order
a lotal ban on all marches
and processions including
the two day carnival,

The Front plan to raily in
Fulham, 2% miles from
Notting Hill, and then march
on the carnival. 1f their
march is banned they will
siill be able to rally and
intend to do so.

The tocal trades council,
which covers both Fulham
and Notting Hill, along with
the Labour Party and the
Anti  Nazi Leaguc have
launched a campaign to
oppose the fascists.

At a recent ANL meet-
ing some local community

activists thought that the
answer to fascist attempts
at disruption was to let themn
march unopposed.

But an Anti Nazi League
speaker argued for a counter
demonstration. If the fascists
are allowed to march unop-
posed on the day of the
Carnival their morale will be
boosted. [t will give them
the confidence to take
bolder steps and increase
their attacks on blacks and
the labour movement, and it
will swell their ranks with
disiflusioned white youth.

Obviously there  are
genuine fears among those
who have put time and
effort into the carnival that
it could be ruined. This
could be overcome to a
degree by the carnival organ-
isers and the local commun-
ity taking the gquestion of
defence seriously.

For this, community
defence groups need to be
built in collaboration with
the labour movement.

The carnival must be
defended, the fascists must
be stopped.

Join the counter-demon-
stration!

Assemble 11.30 am,
Tulham Broadway Tube,
Sunday 30 August. Al
London SO  supporters
should atrend.

Save Bridget's

job!

BRIDGET Parsons, a Birm-
ingham teacher and SWP
member, has been jailed for
six. months for ‘threaiening
words and behaviour’ — a
charge that usually results in
a fine of £100 or so.

The police and the courts
(egged on by the notorious
Tory MP Jill Knight and
the equally reactionary Bir-
mingham Evening Mail) have
long been itching to send
Bridget down. In 1979 she
vas arrested during a picket
of “Pollyannas”, a club that
operated a colour bar. She
was found guilty of actual
bodily -harm to a woman
PC (despite no medical evi-
dence being produced) and
fined £540.

But the Evening Mail
wanted more. In a series of
witch-hunting  articles it
demanded  her  sacking.
Bridget lost her job as a
maths teacher and was only
reemployed (on a “supply”
basis) after a campaign by
the local NUT.

During the steel strike
Bridget was arrested for
obstruction during a demon-
stration in Corby. LCarlier
this year she was again arres-
ted for obstruction while
giving out H Block lcaflets.

Now . after being arrested

during the Handsworth riots
and refused bail for six
weeks, Bridget  faces six
months in jail. Again, the
Mail is calling for her to be
sacked, and the local NUT

KNOW

lcadership advised her to
regign before the trial.
But left wingers in

tne NUT are plannng @
campaign to save Bridget's
job. Even a spokesperson
from the Birmingham
cducation department
described her as a “‘caring
and competent” teacher.
Bridget  Parsons  is
atready paying dearly for
her socialist commitment.
We must ensure that this
courageous comrade does
not loose her job as well.

McNee

calls for
riot act

GIVING evidence to the
Scarman Inquiry on Friday
August 21, London's chief
cop David McNee demand-
ed the right to clear the
streets.

He proposed a new Riot
Act — enabling the police to
amrest anyone just for being
on the strects after a senior
police officer had ‘designat-
ed a parficular area as one of
public disorder’ and ordered
people to disperse.

And he also called for
strengthening of the Spec-
jal Patrol Group that killed
Blair Peach.

YOUR

RIGHTS!!

RECENTLY inree  Class
Fighter supporters in Ware
LPYS were told by the

Militant caucus {not even by
the YS as a whole) that since
Class Fighter is a minority
in the YS they are not
allowed to sell the paper!

In fact there are R0
rules in the ¥S abont what
socialist papers members can
or can’t sell. And that isas it
should he. )

The Militant majority
oflen seems to want to run
the YS as a disciplined
centralist organisation,
where the major condition
of membership is agreement

I P NP U AR S S PR VI U DR VL
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And since that way of
running the YS has no basis
in the rules, they try to
enforce it by browbeating or
wearing down pew YS

. mesmbers. .

In reality all currents of
working class opinion have
the unconditional right to
express themselves in the
YS.

Class Fighter supporters
are determined not to toler-
ate any repetition of such
tactics. Thc YS is our
organisation just as much as
Militant’s.

ALEXIS CARRAS

o o



-TUC CONFERENCE

A WIDENING GULF

THE TUC Congsess has
never been noted Yot its
spirited and spontancous,
straight-from-the-shoulder
debates.

The endless stilted
speeches are generally
drafted by research depart-
ments. They are delivered by
General Secretaries or hand-
picked hacks to an audience
typically composed of
middle aged, white, corpu-
lent, male, time-servers who
always seem to be a million
miles from the realitics of
the class struggle.

But since Thatcher came
to office, the stodginess o
the TUC has lapsed further
and further into complete
somnolence.

Even verbat references to
the Tories have been largely
weeded out of the bland and
blithely irrelevant metions
passed up from snoozing
Nationat Executive Councils.

Breaking the silence this
year as on previous occasions
is the lone voice of the
Bakers Union, which is the
only one to call for a joint
TUC/Labour Party campaign
which:

“should clearly aim to
bring down the Tory govern-
ment and bring to power a
Labour Government pledged
to the socialist policies con-
tained in clause 4 part 4 of
the Labour Party Constitu-
tion.”

Although the Bakery’
Union signally fails to attach
any concrete form to their
call for a “‘campaign” or to
make specific the “‘socialist
policies” they seek, the reso-
lution will stand as an
embarrassment to the TUC
bureaucrats, and there will as
usual be pressure for it to be
withdrawn.

Elsewhere on the Prelim-
inary Agenda there is little
that could cause offence to
even the most rabid right
wing bureaucrat. The

(

el

Moss Evans — bellows

Grantham  leadership  of
APEX, for instance, cmerges
as an advocate of its own
variety of the supposedly
“left wing”  Alternative
Fconomic Strategy — com-
plete with APEX calls for
“gelective import controls’™,
a “revitalised NEB”, and “a
National Investment Bank™.

Public sector unions are
conspicuously muted in their
demands. NUPE calls
vaguely on:

“all affiliated unions to
unite in a campaign to
defend the welfare state and
the public services.”

Yet NUPE does not
explain what this campaign
should consist of — or why
no such action has yet been
mounted while many public
services have been decimated
by the Tories.

Flsewhere there are warn-
ings that union chiefs are
contemplating another

round ot tutile snd demoral-

ising  sclective  strikes over
public sector pay, in a
motion again tabled by
NUPE:

“Congress therefore

instructs the General Council
to develop a coordinated

campaign, which will include .

the use of industrial action,
to unite all public sector
unions in opposition to the
Government's policies.”

But possibly the most
pathetic of the public sector
resojutions is that frons the
National Union of Teachers
on the demolition of the

education service by the
‘Tories.

[t rambles on for four
wordy paragraphs, “‘con-

demning”, “deploring” and
“regarding as morally indef-
ensible”, before proposing
_ ne acrion ar all against
the government or local
councils!

There are few construc-
tive notes in an agenda
which includes only one
resolution (and that a
reactionary endorsement of
current policy) on Ireland,

and only three on nuclear
disarmament.

Alan Fisher . poses

d

David Basnett  puckers

The FBU however spell
out a correct demand for
unons Lo Tecrunt  unem-
ployed warkers and youth,
and tor unemployed centres
to be staffed by:

*democratically-elected
unemployed officers, con-
trolled by the unemployed
themselves and funded by
trade union donations.”

And the Society of Civil
and Public Scrvants takes a
stand opposed to military
training tur youth, opposed
to the "WIEP™ wark exper
jence programme, and draw-
ing atlention to the special
hardship of young women
and black unemployed.

But in seneral the TUC
agenda exhibits only  the
widening pull that separatex
the top level of the union
bureaucracy from the
problems, struxgles, debates
and aspirations of the work-
ing class on the shop floor.
the estates and the dole
queues.

Setdom has e necd for
a new, revolutionary leader-
ship in the British workers’
movement been more starkly
expressed.

#

GLC must ‘come out
on gay rights -

KEN Livingstone’s widely
publicised  speech to the
Harrow Gay Unity Group
last week was the most
important public defence of
gay rights yet by a Labour
leader.

Livingstone’s vigorous
defence of gay sexuality,
his sharp condemnation of
the -jgnorance and bigotry
of puBlic officials and polit-
icians and his call for the
ending of anti-gay discrimin-
ation should help to open up
a new offensive for gay
rights within the labour
movement.

The urgent need for this
offensive is shown both by
the recent sacking of Susan
Shell (for being gay) by a
London Labour Council
(Barking) and by the reac-
tionary howls which greeted
Livingstone's speech in the
right wing press.

Livingstone wurged that
the GLC should *“‘come out”
in support of gay rights
and should implement the-
anti<liscrimination demands
put to it by gay organisa-
tions,

The Inner London
Education Authority (part-
controlled by the GLC) was
responsible for the notorious
dismissal of a teacher, John

Warburton, for discussing
homosexuality — with his
students.

It is important that this
long standing wrong is now
righted by the new ILEA.

GROUP

John Warburton should be
unconditionally  rteinstated
and the ILEA should declare
its support for the demands
made by the Gay Teachers

Group.
Among these demands
are steps to develop a

positive aititude to homo-
sexuality within the schoot
curriculum.

Ken Livingstone is repor-
ted to have agreed that thc
ILEA should ‘“‘pursue a
policy in schools which
would help gay teenagers
rather than repressing them”’
And hc linked this with
reducing the overall oppres-
sive hierarchy in the fnning
of schools.

If Livingstone’s words are
to be converted into action
by his colleagues in the

»

Labour GLC and ILEA, then
a lot of pressure will be
necessary. Some of this will
be coming from the Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights
and gay members of the
Labour Party should fight to
make this campaign into a

really  effective  pressure
group within the Labour
Party.

The {l.ubour Campaign

for Gay Rights will be having
a fringe meeting at this
year's Party conference to
demand 2 more positive gay
rights policy from the
[abour Party.

A strong motion from
Oxford City CLP (vesolu-
tion 502) is unlikely to be
debated and the party
leadership bas practicatly

buried the document ‘The

Rights of Gay Men and
Women'® issued by the NEC.

Labour Pariies should
discuss this document and
let the NEC know that there
is teal concern on the issue
of gay rights. We should
make it as difficult as
possible tor Labour leaders
to ignore what Ken Living-
stone has sal*

Labour Campaign for
Gay Rights
Scottish Conference
Saturday October 31
Queen Margaret Union
Glasgow
Discussion on the Lakour
Party NEC document, ‘The
Rights of Gay Men and
Women'.
Speakers include Susan
Shell and a local NALGO
representative; speakers
from Labour Party NEC,
Scottish Council of the
Labour Party and STUC
also invited.
Contact lan Dunn, 52,
Broughton Street,
Edinburgh

OUT NOW!

‘Gay Socialist” No. 1
Newsletter of the Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights
Free to L.CGR members:
membership or affiliation
is £2 {£1 unwaged} from

Paul Fairwaather, Gay
Centre, 61a Bloom St.,
Manchestar M1 3LY
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agenda

JOHN LISTER
reviews the TUC

Brightan 1978

police harass Right 10 Work lobby of TUC

Lo Ky
T

THE SECRET
POLICEMAN’S BALL

LAST SUNDAY the ‘Work-
crs Revolutionary  Party’
held u rally to commemorate
the 41st anniversary of Leon
Trotsky's death.

OQutside  the meeting,
supporters of Socialist Org-
anisers lobbied with memb-
ers of the Workers’ Socialist
League, protesling at the
way that the WRP has
turned to the capitalisi
courts to silence ils critics
in the tabour movement by
jssuing writs against Social-
ist Orpaniser for articles
criticising the WRP.,

The WSL put out a
leaflet arguing that the
WRP’s loud ‘revolutionary’
pretensions cover up for
unscrupulous right-wing
politics on issues like rent
and rale rises and its support
for the regimes in Libya and
fraq.
A couple of us went into
the rally.

Mike Banda, WRP general
secretary . made the opening
speech. “The biggest hlow
we can deal the Stalinists is
to build the WRP, the ATUA
(Al Trades Union Alliance)
and the Youth Training
Centres™.

From Vanessa Redgrave
of the WRP Central Commit-
tee and David North of the
US Workers' League we
learned that there would be
no more Labour govern-
ments, left o right. that the
State was planning to put us
all in labour camps, that the
youth who attacked the
potice on the recent Liver-
demonstration  werc
highly-trained  police and
army provocateurs. and that
the  American  Trotskyist
movement was riddled by
CIA agents. -

i'd heard a lot about

Gerry Healy, leader of the
WRP, and so | was not really
surprised at what happened
immediately before he
spoke.

Chairperson Alex Mitch-
ell told the stewards o get
everyone in from the foyer
and to make suge no-one
moved out.

Mitchell then spotted a
member of the audience
taking notes, and Healy
called for him to be
removed.

When Healy finally began
his speech, the hall was
sitent. Even the baby that
had been crying miraculous-
ly stopped.

Healy began by telling us
that the world was the
centre of the universe and
cverything else was subordin-
ate to it, and went on about
‘dialectical materialism’,
with a long spiel about Hegel
being a ‘materialist idealist’.
At his point someone in the

Healy

audience whistled. Healy
took this as an ‘accusation of
Hegelianism® (not the way I
saw it).

The final part of his
speech was dedicated to the
major issue of the moment

. (in Healy’s view) -- security.

The state was out to destroy
the organisations of the
working class and its revolu-
tionary party. Security was
a life and death struggle.

By this time { was getting
quite worried. The number
of ‘heaviey’ around wherc we
were sitting had increased
and they were going up to
the platform conferring with
Mitchell.

At the end of Healy’s
speech we were approached
and asked to come outside
to explain why we had been
taking notes.

We managed to bluff our
way out of that. But we
didn’t stay for a second go.

M.

the fight Is on against police agents and neo-Kantians
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St Mary$s dimbdown!

by Dettie Clinton

MANAGEMENT  at St
Mary's W9 was humiliated
last week when it attempted
ta harass and victimise
TGWU shop steward Rita
Maxim.

A ‘“‘counscliing” session
she had been summoned to
by Mrs Staven, the Domestic
Service Manager, turned into
a show of support for the
fight against the union-bash-
ing and rsundown of the
hospital.

On Thursday 20 August
Rita Maxim and another
domestic were working on
ward 12. The sister in charge
of the ward told them that
the floors in the Labour
Wards weren’t clean. They
examined the floors and
found they wete perfectly
clean as they had already
been washed.

Enforce

After the other domestic
finished work, Mrs Slaven
tried once again to enforce
management’s attempt to
include floor cleaning in the
dutics of domestics who
have not previously donc
this work. She ordered Rita
to clcan the tloor.

Rita obviously refused.

Onr the next day Rita
received a letter to appear
before Mrs Slaven for *‘coun-
selling”. Some 30 members
of the TGWU decided to
join her as a token of sup-
port when she went to the
office.

Counseiling
They found that Mr
Payne (Secretary of the

Joe Beckles

Appeals Panel from St
Mary’s Praed Street) was
there for this alleged “‘coun-
selling session™. .

The attempt to intimid-
ate Rita failed and manage-
ment scutlled off, complain-
ing that they wouldn’ recog-
nise a meeting where the
membership turned up in
numbers. (Which is fine by
us). Mrs Slaven herself was
looking very sick-faced with
this angry group of workers.

Vindictive

This isn’t the first case of
harassment — a few weeks
ago another Grade 2 was 0
upset by continuous harass-
ment that her doctor put her
on the sick because of her
nerves.

But the responsc last
Friday showed that trade
unionists in the hospital will

not allow victimisations by
this vindictive management.
And next time they try it
on marc positive steps will
be taken to stop their
attacks!

Meanwhile, the effects of
the culs and penny-pinching
of the adminstrators daily
become mare obvious.

Last Saturday the TGWU
branch secretary . Joe
Beckles, was summoned by
one of his domestics ta Ward
8, which is a medical ward
full of patients.

The refusal to provide
adequate domestics on the
ward has resulted in the
ward and adjacent sitting
room being in a disgraceful
state. The patients them-
sclves and the sister in charge
of the ward complained of
the mess.

An official complaint has

been sent to the AHA and
lecal adminstrators. Other
wards, eg. Ward 2 have also
been left at busy times
during the day with only one
domestic to clean 1he wards,
prepare trays, sterilise
utensils and generally act as
orderlies.

It is clear more staft are
needed.

Ailments

The rhcumatology ward
which has been closed for
quite a while, last week
received some  attention
from a television film crew
looking into the provision
of facilities for those with

arthritis, rheumatism and
related ailments.
The support from out-

side the hospital continues
to boost the fight. The
Licensed Taxi Drivers Assoc-

jation arc producing 10,000
car stickers 1o publicise the
campaign. ft is very morale
boosting when donations
and messapes arc received,;
£5 this week came from

Cardiff Royal Infirmary.

Delegations  are  still
urgently nceded to main-
tain a presence on the gates,
Gel your trade union, trades
council or Labour Party to
commit themsefves to an
hour per week on the picket
linc and bring your banner.
Saturday afternoon is an
especially important time,

Contact Alyson Bunn,
Ward 15, St Mary's Hospital,
London W9, Joe Beckies,
(TGWU office) or Cecil
Campbell (NUPE office).

We wiil be leaftetting the
Notting Hill Carnival on
Monday 3% and will need
help.

YOPs rally Who will control Stoke
unemployed centre?

YOPs workers in Durham,
with the help of the umion,
NUPE, have calied a protest
rally on Friday August 28 at
Eldon Square, Newcastle,
from 11 am to 2 pm.

_ These young Wworkers
recently struck against the
Manpower _Services Com-
mission (YOPs bosses) rule
that they had to spend four
pounds on travel before they
could claim any money
back. The MSC locally gave

in.

From this
they have seen the need to
organise on a wider basis and
have gone round all the local
YOP schemes.

This year it looks like
the YOP wage rise that has
been due since last
November is going to be
dropped again and there
must be calls from the plat-
form for action nationally to

experience

fight the Tories’ cheap
labour schemes.

YOPs is also very much
on the agenda in the Labour
Party at the moment. The
Natjonat Exccutive Commit-
tee has called for the next
Labour government to grant
full trade union rights to
YOPs workers.

But what about now? If
it’'s pgood enough for a
Labour  government 1o
implement then the NEC
should be giving a lead now,
to fight not only for union
rights but for full trade
union rates of pay on YOPs.

The National Council for
Youug Workers is currently
fighting for this fand  for
action on a national level.

More information [(rom
NCYW, UMIST Students
Union, PO Box 88, Man-

chester M6( 1QV, or phone
061-861 0317,

by Arthur Bough

WHEN Socialist Organiser
supporters set up the North
Staffordshire Campaign
against Unemployment
last year, with the bulletin
Dole Mirror, we demanded
an unemployed centre. The
local labour movement con-
ference in Stoke last Dec-
ember decided to set up a
centre, and we felt we were
making progress.

However, when the local
trade wunion bureaucrats
found they were in a minor-
ity in the Campaign against
Unemployment, they went
off and set up their own
Standing Committee for
Unemployed Workers. This
bady of union officials and
invited individuals goes
along with the TUC guide-
lines for centres for the
unemployed — guidelines
which propose that the
centres should be run by
committees with a majority
of Regional TUC people
and local council represent-
atives, rather than unem-
ployed workers.

Structure

Socialist QOrganiser
supporters had argued for a
structure where the unem-
ployed could play a full
part together with affiliated
labour movement delegat-
es. The bureaucrats wanted
a two-tier system: officials
and fulldimers with all
the money on top, and the
rest of us, who are actually
fighting  unemployment.
down below. )

The result has been what

Socialist Organiser sup-
porters predicted. Dole
Mirror has been forced to
rely on donations from
individual union branches

and ward parties and its-

own fund-raising activi-

ties.

Meanwhile the Stand-
ing Committee, when it
actually got round to
getting a building for its
centre, found a lack of
activists to do the decora-
ting. Fortunately for the
bureaucracy, the SWP had
gone along with the Stand-

ing Committee and were
glad to oblige.

The centre is now open
— and the bureaucrats are
trying to get rid of the SWP!
They are horrified that the
management committee
wants real power to run the
centre.

We can still make
the unemployed centre into
a useful tool in the fight
against unemployment, but
it will take a fight to ensure
that control of the centre
rests in the hands of the
unemployed.

SCHREIBER:
Share the work,

save the

by Brian Howman

A ROUTINE shop stewards
commitiee  meeting  was
interrrupted late on Monday
i0 August by the works
manager informing the stew-
ards at Schreiber Runcorn
that nearly 100 jobs were
to be cut.

The following day
workers were told this news
in a casual manner and
rumours started to spread.
At 10.30 a mass mecting
was called to ‘discuss the
issue’.

A motion was passed by
an overwhelming majority to
fight the redundancies with
whatever means available
and instead accept 3-day
working. (A subsidy from
the government had already
been offered to Schreiber,
and short time working has
been in operation since last
summer).

On Thursday FTAT area
official Jim Allen came to
the factory and told us that
everything was Thatcher’s
fault. He said that he was
fully behind “‘us lads” and
any action would be made
official,

Stewards’ chairman Roy
Catlon informed us that it
was now 38 jobs to go, and

jobs
we should ignore any notices
given to workers over the
weckend,

I djscussed what would
happen after the six month
subsidy ran out, with Roy
Callon. {le indicated that he
would be willing to fight the
redundancies then.

On being asked what he
thought of the workers’
chance of victory, he replied
that he thought we held two
aces.

1) That there is no
redundancy payment owed
to the workforce, so there-
fore none can be lost by
taking action.

2} Schreiber {the man
still exists and runs the
factory) had been granted
£6 million each from GEC
(the umbrella company), the
EEC and the British govern-
ment and he could have
difficulty covering up the

fact that he has spent
nothing like £18m on the
Astmoor factory at
Runcorn.

Further developments are
expected soon.

Manchester workess in
the Schreiber group have put
out a call for work sharing
throughout the group. We
should madify that call and
press for work-sharing on
full pay!

GRATRIX:
It's a lock-out!

by Chris Erswell

IN THE shadow of the giant,
empty building that once
housed the Tate and Lyle
sugar refinery, a six week
old strike against redundan-
cy and victimisation is
currently teaching a critical
stage.

The sugar refinery, a
symbot of gloom and depres-
sion provides a fitting back-
drop to the small but bitter
struggle at the builders
merchant firm of Graham-
Gratrix.

Whilst Tate and Lyle
went down without a fight
despite the fact that it wasa

citadel of trade unionism, .

the 40 odd workforce at this
small warehouse have battled
on with grim determination
against a cavalier manage-
ment who locked them out
on June 14.

This year's negotiations
on pay saw the coming
together of three branches of
the Thomas Tilling group of
which Graham-Gratrix is a
part. This show of sotidarity-
was met with a unilateral
attempt by management to
impose 7% pay rtises. The
Liverpool, Manchester and
Wallsend warehouses called a
one-day strike and manage-
ment responded by declaring
redundancies.

—=Time Qui:————

Giving in for utopia

TIME OUT journalists have
abandoned their fight agsinst
the journal’s owner, Tony
Eiliot, after 14 weeks.,

The chapet split decisive-
ly when 40 members voted
to leave the dispute and
build their own little social-
ist island in a marriage
belween their strike paper,
“Not”, and some unspecified
city finance,

The 11 who stayed
pehind are not expected to
slug it out with Elliot. They
seem happy to negotiate a
return to work, which does
nof include equal pay or a
in editorial

greater  share

control, which were the
original  demands of the
strike.

The majority includes all
the most radical elements,
as well as the Time Out
chapel leadership. But what-
ever they say about workin
outside the constraints o
capitalism, by abandoning
the fight against EHiot, they
have capitulated in the
struggle against the employer
for the sake of utopia.

Tony Elliot himself could
be seen complaining on TV
shortly before the chapel
vote that Time Qut journ-
alists had always blurred
the issue of what kind of
publication they were work-
ing for. He himself had no
doubt it was a capitalist
operation.

The NUJ Executive have
cut off funds to the 40 and
intends to  investigate
whether dispute money from
the union has been used to
research the new publica-
tion.

A sharp battle can now

be expected not just-
between EHiot and his
former employees, but

between all the publications
which are claiming the
vacant crown in this highly
profitable field of publish-
ing,

glt is doubtful whether
%oud intentions and advice
rom the New Statesman
which has been advising the
Time Out strikers is the best
recipe to survive,

L B FL IR B )

At Liverpool, a transport
manager popular with the

workforce was the first
victim of this vindictive
policy.

Only a year away from
retirement, he received an
instant redundancy notice.

As a result of the shock
from this, he suffered a heart
attack and died. He had
worked 23 years for the
firm.

Management refused to
rearrange a negotiating meet-
ing to ullow senior steward
Peter Bryant to attend the
dead man’s funerat!

Instant

A few weeks later, five
shop floot workers were
giver instant  notice of
redundancy. The five just
happened to include the
senior shop steward!

The five sat-in until a
meeting was fixed up with
the union officials, but
police were brought in and
they were forced out.

The i1est of the work-
force were working to rule in
protest until they were
locked out on June 14.

If the workers are un-
impressed by the fraudulent
management chatter about
poverty, then it may not be
totally unconnected with the
fact that 600 managers and
executives were recently
given a three week holiday in
Mizmi.

They are, apparently,
planning to go to Monte
Carlo next summer, presum-
ably to demonstrate their
concern about the viability
of the firm.

Picket lines have been
boosted by contingents fiom
the TGWU 6/612 unemploy-
ed branch.

The dispute was made
official on Friday 14 July by
the TGWU and union black-
ing is said to be in the
pracess of being organised.
Meanwhile the workers have
been tound the combine to
ask for support.

The Wallsend factory has
been particularly suppotrtive,
whilst the unorganised
Huddersfield headquarters of
the Tilling group remains to
be shut down.

Messages of  support
should be sent to Peter
Dwyer, cfo Transport House,
Islington, Liverpool.



by Rob Dawber and
Mick Sidaway (NUR
Sheffield City).

“Its a sell-out, a cock-
up. Management’s got
all they wanted”, said
one railworker in
Shefficld on hearing the
news of the deal that got
the rail strike calied off.

11% was awarded by the
Rail Staffs Tribunal but BR
said they would pay 8% plus
3% with productivity strings
_ ie. jobs lost and Sunday
‘becoming a normal working
day for many workers so as
to ‘cut’ on overtime.

The unions demanded
the full payment with no
conditions and threatened to
strike in support of this.

The deal was a typical
sell-out. Thc agreement was
that BR should pay the 11%
(though 3% will not be paid
till January 1982 — while
back dated to August 1981)
and the upions agreed to
conclude discussion on pro-
ductivity by Octaober 31.

BR has publicly stated
that they dom’t regard the
3% as payable in January
unless agreements are made
by that date; though Sid
Weighell and Ray Buckton
have sold the agreement to

Ent

FULL-TIME officials are
trying to take over the
BL workers’ wage claim,
without forming a demo-
cratically-elected negoti-
ating committee. BILL
PETERS reports.
MILITANCY remains high in
BL following the opening
shots in BL’s 1981/2 wage
review which is due for
settlement by November 1.
The Princess/Rover build
line in the Cowley Body
Plant walked out last Fyiday
when management circula-
ted a lettet threatening disci-
plinary action against any-
one stopping the track for

BL IS planning yet more job
cuts — this time at Long-
bridge.

The Tbosses say 500
engine builders’ jobs must ga
from the Power and Train
ares - but the real total is
\ikely to be nearer 1,000

Production of the three
engines made at Longbridge
has atready been cut back by
20% due to falling demand
for cars, with “E” series
engine production virtually
stopped since Maxi produc-
tion ended at Cowley a few
weeks ago.

The company plan to
achieve the cut-back through
voluntary redundancy and
“pnatural  wastage” - 4
method that they have used
repeatedly at Longbridge in
recent years, reducing the
hourly paid workforce from
18,000 down to 13,500 with
minimal resistance and some-
times even with the collab-
oration of the plant leader-
ship.

This time the CP-domin-
ated works committee are at
least going through the
motions of opposing the
cutys. But instead of attempt-
ing to mobilise the member-

SELL-

their unions on the grounds
that ‘conclude’ doesn’t mean
the acceptance of produc-
tivity.

The deal was accepted
by both ASLEY and NUR
Executives with only two
voting against on each, And
since BR decides whether or

not to pay the 3% extra in
Jammry 1982, we've
achieved nothing extra.

This sell-out underlines
the nced for militants in the
railways to turn the unions
into  fighting organisations
to properly represent the
interests af railwortkers.

UT!

This means geiling rid of
the likes of Hissing Sid and
Ray Bucktomn.

We can start by making
sure that there are no job

losses or worse working
conditions and preparing for
strike action in support of
Tocal resistancg.

What the deal means

BY SIGNING a setl-out deal
with British Rail, union
leaders have opened the way
for major attacks on rail-
workers' conditions.

In ‘retusrn’ for a pay rise
recommended without
strings by an official tribunal
the wunion lcaders have
pledged to reach agreement
on majot changes.

*Flexible rostering” will
mean that railworkers will
face continental  shifls,
widely  differing  starting
times from one day to the

next, and shifts of six or

ten hours instead of a stan-
dard cight. Sunday will be
made a normal working day.

*Drivers’ assistants’ jobs
are to be eliminated, and
trains will begin to Ttun
without guards.

*Jaobs will also be lost
through the withdrawal of

r th

any rcason other than safety.
On Monday mormning they
walked out again.

On Tuesday a mass meet-
ing in the Body Plant
imposed an overtime ban
throughout the plant in
protest against a drop in the
bonus which will severely
cut production,

In the Assembly Plant
groups of workers struck
when management circulated
a virulently tacist insiruc-
tion to the guards on the
gate.

The strikes are a reflec-
tion of the militancy of the
working class as a whole
reflected in the response of
BR workers to the original

Longbridge
job cuts

ship to fight to defend jobs
around the demand for
work-sharing on full pay, the
Longbridge leadership  1s,
instead meekly requesting a
meeling with management to
“discuss” the cuts, and bleat-
ing about BL’s plan to us¢
Volkswagen gearboxes in the
new LC10 model - which
has nothing to do with these
cutbacks!

Longbridge workers,
though  demoralised by
rccent  events like the
collapse of resistance to the
Rover SD1 closure, are
increasingly unwilling to let
jobhs go, and increasingly
aware that with each cut-
back, the work toad tor
those who remain increases.

To defend jobs we must
fight for a policy of work-
sharing on full pay, rester-
ation of “mutuality” in
determining manning levels
and work Joads. and make
sure that the demand for a
35 hour week (part of the
(Combine Cgmmittee’s
recommended <la for the
annual review) s made a
priority this year.

JIM DENHAM

all staff from some stations.

*Negotiations will con-
tinu¢’ on other BR
proposals. These include
measures to effectively break
up BR’s trade-union nego-
ijating machinery, the 1.DC.
BR wants to “releasc 1L.DC
representatives from the task
of scrutinising programmes,
thus making them available
for train working” — ie.
remove trade union serutiny
of shift organisation.

Already, BR’s vcto on
the official tribunal award is
notice that the bosses will
respect the negotiating
machinery only as long as it
is convenient.

*Also among the ‘other
proposals’ is the cnding of
mileage bonuses - which
make up 2 big part of some
raitworkers' wages. Train
crews’ ‘physical needs

offi

strike call by the NUR and
ASLEYF and the response of
civit servants betore they
were sold out.

But in BL three ycars
of drastic wage cuts and
ruthless  management  has
created a level of militancy
well in advance of the
general level which potential-
ly puts BL workers in the
forefront of this year’s wage
round. .

Unfortunately the high
level of militancy in itsell
will not nceessarily lead to
an all-out strike against the
government.

Although the Combine
Committee and now the
AUEW convenors  have

LAC leads the fight -

FOR TUE 1981-2 wage
review in BL the Leyland
Action Committee took the
initiative in pushing for a
£20 across the board claim,
againsl the proposals from
some convenors for modifi-
cations to the bonus scheme
to be included in the claim,

Leyland

T No.l
lON August 1981

1981-2 Annual Review :

£20

breaks® will be abolished, so
will the present ban on doing

more than 1750 miles a
weck.
Annual leave will be

spread over the whole year,

and lieu leave cul back.
Training periods will be
reduced.

The railworkers were

willing to fight 1o defend
their jobs and conditions -
the leaders well knew that,
but decided to avoid a strike

which would have
threatened the government
dircetly.

Railworkers will now be
calling for recall conferences
of the rail unions, to bring
the leadership to account —
and for local District Coun-
cils and branches to pledge
themselves to resist attacks
on conditions by industrial
action,

BLACK

PERGAMON!

by Patrick Spilling

ROBERT Maxwell, million-
aire publisher, has had his
most outrageous offer yet
slung back in his teeth by
NUJ members at Pergamon
Press.

Maxwell’s first meeting
with NUJ leaders came
almost six months after he
sacked nine NUY members at
his Oxford base for daring to
strike in defence of their
rights to a wage rise.

His long-awaited offer de-
serves a special footnote in
the history of union-busting
employers,

It was: for six members
— reinstatement; for three,
including two chapel officers
— deportation.

The FoC, Jim Boumetha,
was offered a transfer to
Paris; the deputy FoC and
NEC member Simon Collings
had a chance of New York
or Australia; and Carol Russ-
eff, group chapel MoC, was

offered Aberdeen on
account of her Scottish
accent.

Of course none of these
offers was anything more
than a flippant jibe at the

-

jals

accepied the £20 across the
board claim there is still no
joint negotiating commigtee
existing in BL to negotiate
it.

In the “absence of an
elected  joint  negotiating
commiltee, national officials
of the eleven unions met
last Monday - and ignored
the  Combine Commitiec
decision, proposing instead
4 ‘substantial increase’ claim.

Despite a call by a mass
meeting two weeks ago in
Cowley fior the immediate
constitution of a democratic
and accountable committee,
the nativnal officefs " are
moving towards constituting
themselves info a de facto

or for a smaller claim “to
save Jobs™.

The LAC  proposals
{based on - the resolution
from Cowley Assembly)
were outlined in a four-

page broadsheet distributed
in most Midlands plants, and
won the day at the BL Com-

Across
the board!

committee.

This must be opposed
vigorously and immediately.

On [riday there is a full
meeting of TGWU convenors
to consider the wage review.
The meeting must back the
Cowley membership both in
their £20 claim and in their
demand that cither a joint
elected committee is agreed
or the TGWU elects its own
democratic and accountable
committee and demands the
right to negotiate with BL
independently.

Stewards and workers in
each plant should find ways
of pulting maximum
pressure  on the TGWU
senior stewards” meeting.

bine Cominittee.

At that meeting, stewards
and convenors from plants
that the 1.AC had not been
able la cover took bundles
of the broadsheet to dis-
tribute themseives.

The response on the shop §
floor has been enthusiastic.

At Longbridge and
Cowley workers stuck up the
bullctin’s front page as a
poster, It undoubtedly had a
big effect in swaying the
Combine Commitiee and in
motivating rank and file BL
workers.

But the LAC is still a
small group. and the task
facing us at BL s 2 massive
one. The bullctin along cost
us £70 to produce.

If we'rc o keep it going
on a regular (hopefully,
monthly) basis we need
lot mare supporters through-
out BL.

The basis for building
that support undoubtedly
exists. The 1.AC plans to
preanise a series of meetings
in Oxtord, Birmingham, Cov-
entry and Cardif( in the run-
up to the November 1 wige
review deadline.

Militants in BL who
want to fight Fdwardes and
the scll-out merchants on the
anion side should contact
the LAC for copies of the
bulletin and delaits of meet-
ings and activities.

Levland Action Commit-
tee, ¢/o 194 Dawlish Road,
Birmingham 29.

chapel leadership. The real
offer came in Maxwell's alt-
ernative - several thousand
pounds if they would gc
away.

Any humour in the offer
was savagely outweighed by
the fact that NUJ president
Harry  Conroy promised
Maxwell he would recom-
mend it for acceptance,

The chapel stood firm,
rejecting the sefl-out by nine
votes to nil. They stepped up
demands for the action to be
spread with strikes through-
out the British Printing Cor-
poration  which Maxwell
recently bought and of
which he is now chairman,
and by blacking all Maxwell
printers.

This key demand for
blacking would involve NUJ
members at the Sunday
Times and the Observer
taking action to stop the
colour magazines. It would
also hit the Radio Times, TV
Times and a large number of
1PC magazines.

Such is the extent of
Maxwell’s monapoly in
colour printing. ’

The chapel’s fight is
being hampered by the refus-
al of key people in the NUJ
leadership to fight for the
demands and by a high-
level spy somewhere in the
union keeping Maxwell well
informed.

Even as Pergamon mem-
bers pressed for action, NUJ
officials were urging their
London colleagues in BPC to
settle their own cjaim with
Maxwell by withdrawing it
completely and staying out
of the fight.

Vincent Hanna — the
Newsnight TV reporter —
declared that Radio Times
members were disciplined
enough to obey an instruct-
ion. But he and other broad-
casting leaders were advising
them they would be lemm-
ings to do s0.

The National Newspapers
Industrial Council went one
better, and did not even
instruct relevant Fleet Street
chapels to meet. That at
least has now been overturn
ed, and the Sunday Times
and Obsesrver chapels will
hold mandatory meetings.

Meanwhile promising
reports in favour of blacking
have come from several mag-
azine and book-publishing
chapels.

Tamely, the NUJ emerg-
ency committee decided to
wait three weeks before
taking a decision on black-
ing. Meanwhile, industrial
councils were asked to
“draw the facts of the Perg-
among dispute to the aitent-
ion of their chapels and can-
vass these chapels on the
prospect of escalating the
dispute™.

It says much for the

Pergamon nine that they
shrugged off their "disapp-
ointment and began prepas-
ing a new campaign for the
blacking
effect.

to be put into

Robert Maxwell

1t also says much for the
lack of sharpness on the NUJ
left that both Jonathan
Hammond and Dave Chap-
man — who genuinely were
trying to help the Pergamon
members — went along with
the Hanna formula,

It is only by challenging
such sham resolutions that
the tide can be tumed in
such disputes.

The Pergamon dispute
has become a test for the
whole unjon as well as a
challenge to the attacks Max-
well has launched through-
out the printing industry.

Blacking and  strike
action can blow Maxwell
apart, but it can only be won
it the NUJ leadesship is forc-
ed to take off the gloves and
start fighting for real.

FT demands
7% cuts

by Clare Russell

FINANCIAL Times bosses
want a seven per cent cut
in wages, or jobs, or both,
by the cnd of October.

This new  ultimatum
follows the FT's threat to
lock out all its printworkers
from Scptember 4 and pub-
lish ‘by any means nececssary’
probably using its Frankturt
press.

‘The ['T, part of the huge
business empire headed by
Lord Cowdray and also
including Penguin RBooks,
Lazard Freses bank, Rayal
Doultton potteries, ctc., is
shaping up for a showdown
with the unions.

The lock-out threal is in
response 10 a strikc notice
by NGA machine managers
demanding a pay Tise. And
the 7% cul decree s part of
the I'T’s plans to trim 2

THE Fleet

one of the best-known

Street, turned his coat and took
relations officer for Times Newspapers at £20,000 3
year. Story next week.

from its 1900-strong work-
force over the next two
years.

A firm stand by the print
wnions could rapidly torpedo
he FT’s threats. NUJ jour-

yalists should refuse 12
provide copy for the plannec
sca  edition. NATSOPA

members to do clerical work .
and SOGAT members 10 dis-
tribute it.

Bul, although NGA tub-
time officials are currentl:
supporting their FI
members, other umions have
done nothing. NATSOPA
the FT has not even callel
a chapct meeting. _

It is clear that if the r
succeeds in beating dow
NGA machine minders. m
attacks on other FT wOrk
will soon follow. And otiz
Fleet Street basses will )
quick on the trail.

Street bosses got a big boost last week.
Reg Brady, NATSOPA FoC
trade unionists on Fleet

at the Sunday Times and

a job as industnial




GRINNING giecfully, US Defence Secrctary Caspar
Weinberger announced on August 19 that the US had
shot down two Libyan planes oft the coast of Libya.

The US may be wallowing in a slump, its inner
cities may be sordid jungles with 35% unemployment
and collapsing public services, it may be unable to do
anything about Nicaragua or Iran, but it sure can
push the Libyan Air'Force around.

Resgan had decided on a deliberate challenge to
Libya. Before the air clash, Newsweek magazine
reported:

“After months of debating how 1o neutralise
Muammar Gaddafi, the Reagan Administration this
week will offer its first direct challenge to the Libyan
strongman. On instructions from President Reagan,
Defence Secretary Caspar Weinberger hus ordered the
Sixth Fleet to conduc: manoeuvres off the Libyan
coast in the Guif of Sidar, which Gaddafi declares to
he Libyan territory...

“US pilots and sailors have orders not to fire at
anything bur practice rargets unless fired upon.
Washington officials are also eager to see how Gaddafi
will reaci to what they insist is a coincidence: Egypt-

ian troops will conduct manoeuvres along the Libyan
border at the same time’".

The Libyan air torce relatively poorly armed
and skimpily trained — tried to drive off the Americ-
ans. F14 planes (capable not only of evading the Lih-
yan attack but even of flying faster than the missiles
fired by the Libyans!) seized the chance to down two
Libyan planes.

Qil-rich Libya has become an irritation to Reagan
because of iis erratic nationalist policies - support
for opposition movements in Tunisia, Morocco, vte.
invasion of Chad, and high oil-price policy.

The conflict is not absolute: the US controls 15%
of Libya’s oil industry, US purchases are onc-third of
Libya's revenue, and Gaddafi has cxcluded the oil
industry from his ‘people’s committees’ scheme. Yel
Reagan would dearly like to see Gaddafi overthrown
and replaced by a regime like Sadat’s in Egypt, sohdly
committed to furthering US influence in a crucial
area. :

Above all, Reagan and Weinberger want a show uf
US power. They want to go back to the days of the
early '60s, when the US could arrogantly assert that

WE CAN'T Do
THAT, COMRADE.
Where Do You

SACKED 12,000
NEED SUPPPORT

missiles in Cuba were a threat to US security. They
want to rcassert the double standard that would deny
Libya any control over massive US forces sailing .Lus't
60 miles off its coast, and yet would assert the US’s
‘right” to be world policeman hundreds of miles
beyond its own shores.

They want 1o make the world - and in the first
place the US people — accept that ‘right’.

And Reagan and Weinberger have the most deadly
military machine in world history to serve their
beaming, boneheaded arrogance. They are willing to
risk blowing us all to bits for the sake of their drive to
dominate “lesser’ nations.

The Libyan pcople, like millions of other people
all across the Third World awakening to a sense of
their rights, their power and their dignity, will not
accept Reagan’s warmongering. Nor will a substantiat
section of the US people.

And nor should the British labour movement. We
should redouble our efforts to get US bases out of
Britain, to stop Cruise and Trident, to win unilateral
nuclear disarmament, and to get Britain out of
NATO.

FINE EN/

FIRE "EN/

JAIL THEIR
LEADERS /

TNk e

ON MONDAY August 24
Vanity Fair Corporation fin-
ally announced that they
were selling off the occupied
Lee Jeans- factory near
Gourock.

But the new buyer is not
(as widely cxpected) Nigel
Wright of ‘Dickie Dirts’

The factory’s new owner
is Robert Charters, who until
only a few months ago was
Vanity Fair’s director of
operations for Britain and
Northern Ireland,

Charters and his consort-
jum are sefting up a new
company called Inver Jeans,
producing denim jeans and
skirts. Wright will not have
any share of ownership in
the factory, but has guarant-
eed an ordes for 10,000 pairs
of jeans a week.

Shop stewards’ convenor
Helen Monaghan commented
“It has been a long hard
fight and sometimes we have
despaired — but now it is all
worth it”.

And Jimmy Milae, the
do-nothing general secretary
of the STUC, hypocritically
joined in the celebrations, “1
think Helen Monaghan and
her colteagues are to be
commended on the stand
they took, Time has proved
them right™.

Production at the factory
is expected to resume at the
end of September, and all
members of the sit-in have
been promised a job with
the factory’s ncw OWner.

Full report in  mnext
week’s Socialist Organiser.

© STAN CROOKE
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by Carol Hobbs

THE campaign to stop £3
million orders stitl in the
Laurence Scotts factory,
Manchester, from leaving
will continue from outside
on the pavement. 500 people
were  present and  locsl
Labour MP Charles Morris
spoke, at a mass demon-
stration outside the plant on
Sunday 23 August.

After the warkers sitting
in to save jobs were evicted
on 18 August the stewards
issued a statement to the
press saying “The manner in

which the factory was repos-

sessed will make the warkers
even more determined to
pursue their fight from the
streets outside.”

Armed with sledge-
hammers, axes and pick-
handles, a force of fifty

thugs smashed their way into
the factory in the carly
hours.

Shop
Penning said:

“At aboul a quarier to
three therc was suddenly onc
almighty rumpus. We heard
windows being smashed and

steward Phil

P

we knew the bailiffs were
getting in through the iib
and back room drawing
office.

“They approached the
people on the sit in who
were absolutely terrified. [t
was obvious that if we did
not get off the site they
would do something about

it.

*Suddenly the  wall
collapsed into the canteen
and we saw what looked like

50 men Wwith pick-axe
handles, axes and sledge-
hammers.

“They didn't actually say
anvthing - but what’s the
use of carrying these things
it your're not going to use
them?”

The national campaign of
support involving over 30
Labour MPs has got info full
swing but unforlunately
the neced to concentrate

resources at home haxs resul-.

ted in the lifting of the
picketing of Snipe’s
Doncaster factory.

The real set-back 1o the
suceess of the occupation
came not from lack of will-
power of the members or
Snipe’s tactical brilliance -

waniser Alliance, 28 Middle Lane, London N&. and printed by Fast I nd 1t B

THE 12,000 siriking US
air-traffic controllers stay
sacked; their union, PATCO,
is being de-certified as a
negotiating  body; seven
PATCO leaders have hcen
indicted; the Justice Dcpart-

ment is bringing criminal ~

charges in 21 cities for the
“crime” of striking.

But still 75% of
scheduled flights continue,
and Reagan gloats over his
triumph: “There is no strike,
what they did was terminate
their own employment by
quitting,”

Only international solid-
arity can win this strike. But
sympathetic action by
Canadian controllers (who
control the “Gander

but quite simply the with-
drawal of official support by
the ALEW executive.

The local otficials of the
union have been arguing for
a recall of the AUEW
Nationat Committec where it
would be expected the
occupation would have been
recndorsed and the Execu-
tive’s decision overturned.

Rule

However, when Duffy
wus confronted with the fact
that he was “out of rufe”
and that it ix up ‘o the
AUEW District concerned to
decide on the acceptabibly
of any return-io-wark form-
ula he
“You are absolutely right —
but there’s nothing you can
do about it.”

So whal can be done?
kvery AULW branch in the
couniry has been cireulated
with the stewards’ case tor
continuing official backing.
They should also be asked (o
pass resolutions demanding
an emergency Nutionat € om-
mitlee,

Bui as Tor the washersn
Manchester ihe strueele
FOUS .

Occanic” quadrant of the
intcrnational  air  traffic
system) and the Portuguese
controllers (who operate the
“Santa Maria Oceanic” quad-
rant) lasted onty 48 hours
each.

). Lynn Hclms, chief of
the US Federal Aviation
Administration admitted, “if
hoth Santa Maria and
Ganda went down, we would
have major difficulties.”

Elsewhere there has been
no solidarity at all. In Britain
CPSA and IPCS controllers
continuc to guide flights to
and from America, and TUC-

. controllers

meeting in
Amsterdam on Sunday 23
August, drew up plans for
international action to force
Reagan to the negotiating
table. '

But these plans have been
kept secret because “it was
felt that President Reagan
would never react favourably
to a public threat or ulti-
matum”,

Trade unionists in Britain’
must not sit back and wait
for the IFATLA’s secretive
plans to unfold: members of
CPSA, IPCS and BALPA
must insist that thc British
labour movement defends its

PHOTO: JOHN SMITH (1FL)

replied by saying-

) Revistored s nesespaper at the €

affiliated BALPA members
continue to pilot the planes,

The International Feder-
ation of Air  Traffic

American brothers  and

sisters,
*Black all US flights!

TONY BENN says: ‘The fight for jobs by workers at
Laurence Scotts Electrmotors has given hope to mill-
ions. | hope the entire British labour and trade union
movement will support this campaign”. And PETER
HAIN of the Labour Coordinating Committee toid
the workers: ‘Your occupation and courageous stand
has shown the way for many other workers in the
fight to save their jobs. | can only deplore the total
withdrawal of support by the Executive of the Con-
federation of Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions
against the clearly expressed democratic wishes of the
membership at Laurence Scotts.

4/ would urge every trade unionist to ignore that
decision and to give as much practical support as
possible to the struggle. Obviously it will now be gsp-
ecially important for all local branches of the Labour
Party and the trade unions to organise financial
support for Scotts”.

The money is needed c/o George Fryer, 20 Round
Croft, Romilly, Cheshire,

“EVERY black man is to
be stopped, especially at
night, and his identity
document checked. .. If he
cannot produce such a doc-
ument, keep him at
gate, ask his clock number,
his workplace and fore-
man's name... then keep
him there till you have rung
security office for those
particulars to be checked.”’

Those were the orders
issued to BL security offic-
ers at the Cowley Assembly
plant last week. They were
contained in a memoran-
dum dated 18th August,
and signed by Ray Coxon,
head of security at Cowley
and a former Oxford police
chief.

When news of the memo
reached the shop floor,
black workers in a number
of areas immediately walk-
ed out. But anger is not
limited to blacks; white
workers too are furious
about the memo, and there
is strong feeling throughout
the workforce that Coxon
should be sacked.

In sharp contrast AUEW
convenor Doug Hobbs
opposed the call for
Coxon’s sacking and simply
bleated about the memo
being ‘'bound to cause off-
ence among our coloured
workers’’!

When news of the ins-
truction reached the press,
an embarassed BL ‘‘spoke-
sman’’ said the memo had
been withdrawn and an
investigation would be
held. Later it was reported
that Coxon had been warn-
ed that he would be sacked
if he did anything similar
again.

But racism is still rife
throughout BL. Michael
Edwardes himself is a
white South African, and
BL’'s treatment of its black
workers in South Africa
recently led to a major
strike there.

At Longbridge, only a
tiny minority of black
workers can get onto
“direct’ {(better paid) jobs,
while the majority of
‘indirect' (badly paid and
dirty) jobs are black. And
to transfcr ..om an ‘ind-
irect’ to a ‘direct’ job, work-
ers have to pass an insult-
ing 'progression’ test.

Racist abuse from man-
agers and supervision is
commonplace in  every
plant, and usually black
workers feel they've no
choice but to accept it.

Senior stewards in the
plants rarely take a strong
stand againsl racism, and
at Longbridge the works
committee  has  actually
supported the ‘progress-
ion’ test.

But times are changing.
Black workers are fighting
back, and the Cowley walk-
outs are a warning to
racists throughout BL.
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