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LAND OF THE

L1t

FREE?

by John Lister

IN REAGAN’S America — the self-styled defender of *democracy’ throughout the
world — trade unionism is now a crime.

The US government has set itself the task of destroying the air traffic con-
tru_licrs’ anion PATCO, which had sought to exercise the democratic right to
sirike.

The government onslaught has been brutal.

* All 12,000 stnkers have been sacked.

* The unian has been effectively bankrupted by huge fines.

¢ Individual union members face fines of up to 100,000 dollars gach,

« Union officials have been arrested, led handcuffed and chained into the
courts, and dispatched to serve jail sentences.

In a desperate attempt to keep the USA’s domestic and international air
services going, army scabs have been brought in to work alongside non-union air
controllers and the tiny handful of PATCO members who defied the strike call,
while Reagan sets abbut rebuilding the air control staff from scratch.

Why did Reagan decide to go to such lengths to crush a union which — fur
from representing a radical challenge to his administration — was one of the few
to endorse his candidacy in the Presidential clections.

The PATCO pay demands were large: but the PATCO membership is small.
The union is scarcely in the mainstream of US pay bargaining. The total cost
to the Reagan government was next to nothing in comparison (o the £17 million
per day losses the dispute is heaping on financially desperate airlines.

The fact is that Reagan has selected PATCO as a sacrificial victim to ram home
his government’s determination to confront the power of the US labour move-
ment. He needs such a defeat to create conditions to impose his budget cuts,

But in doing so he has severely miscalculated. PATCO leader Robert Poli a year
ago was endorsing Reagan: but under pressure of the present confrontation he is
now calling for a nationwide general strike against the government.

PATCO members have traditionally been a well paid and conservative section
of workers, Indeed, at the start of the strike they were offered a two-day
sympathy strike by West Coast longshoremen and refused, saying that they
wanted to win on their own! But now these same conservative workers are mount-
ing 24 hour pickets on the airports, calling on other airport unions to shut them
down,

Reagan hoped that threats and quick use of military scabs would break the
strike and ensure continuity of air travel: now, as the strike gathers strength
and attracts international solidarity from Canadian, Spanish, Portuguese,
Australian and New Zealand air controllers, the US faces virtual quarantine in the
skies.

And Reagan’s ‘pre<mptive strike’, designed to cow the US labour movement,
has in reality given new impetus to political debate within the unions. US workers
see union leaders in chains, see the refusal of Democratic Party leaders to defend
the right to strike, and hear the words of Robert Poli:

“PATCO was one of the unions that endorsed Reagan, and they put our union
members in shackles, What are they going to do to other unions that didn't
support him?""

Right across the USA, militants are contrasting Ronald Reagan’s verbal support
for the struggles of Polish workers for free trade unions with his brutal measures
to repress trade union rights in the USA

In fighting to mobilise maximum solidarity action among airport and other
unions in the USA, the call fora Labour Party to defend the democratic rights of
the majority in the ‘land of the free’ must be raised.

But in Brtain, the workers’ movement also has a duty to rally round the
beleaguered PATCO strikers.

It is a scandal that British uirlines — piloted by TUC-affiliated BA LPA
members, guided by CPSA and IPCS air traffic controllers, and serviced by TGWU
and AUEW members — are being allowed to scab on the PATCO strikers.

We must demand a black on all flightst and from the USA until such time as
the PATCO members are reinstated by the Reagan government, S

Let us not forget that Reagan’s iron-fist action is being eagerly scrutinised by
the iron lady in Downing St and by right wing government(s throughout the
world.

If the working ¢
capitalist class will not be so slow to spread the US
'now! Defeat the Reagan/Thatcher onslaught!
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lass does not recognise the need for international action, the
anti-union offensive. Act
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A
Chained victim of Reagan policy — Ste

ve Wallaert, president of PATCO local 291

NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION
AGAINST POLICE HARASSMENT
AND FOR THE SACKING OF
CHIEF CONSTABLE OXFORD

3pm, Saturday 15th August, from
Sefton Park Obelisk, Liverpool.

Called by the Liverpool 8 Defence Committee
Liverpool Black Organisation, and Charles
Woaotton Centre. Supported by North West
TUC and Liverpool District Labour Party.

Reagan’s
pledge

PATCU was ooe of the few

US unions (o endorss
Ronald Reagan's prewid
entis]l candidacy. In ex
change PATCO leader Pol

received the Tollowing
letter:
October 20, 195
Dear Mr Poli,

*1 have been thor
oughly briefed by my staf
as to the des te state o
our national air traffs
control system.

"“They tell me that to
few people working unres
sonahle hours with obsolets
equipment have plscec
the nation’s air travellers &
unwarranted danger.

“In an area so closel
related to public sufety, ths
Carter administration ha
failed to act responsibly.

“‘Rest aasured that if I's
elected President I will tak:
whatever steps are necess
ary to provide our air traf
con! rs with the mos
modern equipment avail
able, and o adjust sta
levels and warkdays so tha
they are commensurad
with ieving o maximun
degree of public safety.

Harmonious

“'As in all other areas ¢
the Federal Governmes
where the President has &
power i:.fen:’ppoinunem.

to
Egly gualified indm
whao ¢an work harmonious!
with the and th
employees the govers
ment agencies the
oversee.

*]1 pledge you that m

ministration will wor
very closely to bring abov
a spirit of cooperatic
between the President an
the air traffic controllers

Such harmony can am
must exist if we are &
rostore the people's confid
ence in their government”™

Yours Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan.

The letter is now being
used as a leaflet by striking
PATCO members mansing
24-hour picket lines on 1B

airporia.

Black all US flights!



Lo ik b

- Aoerafsiirganeser Augyst 131001 Puge 2

=3

X

efend the
radford 11!

THI. TRIAL of the Bradtord
i1 will be a focusing point
for the state’s  ruthless
attempt  to  crush  black
people’s resistance to racism.

It 1s & major issue for the
labour maovement. The 11
Asian youths, aged between
|7 and 25, are mainly sup-
porters of the Bradford-
based United Black Youth
League, and some of the
accused, particularly  Gat-
Aura and Tariq Ali, are
prominent anti-fasicst vrgun-
isers.

They have been accused
of manutacturing 38 petrol
bombs and storing them for
usc against the police and
skinheads.

But the charges, related
to two sections of the reac-

tionary  conspiracy  laws
show the ruthlessness with
which Home Secretary

Whitclaw and the Director
of Public Prosecutions will
pursue this case.

Despite  the fact that
their “‘crime™ has been the
wish to defend Bradford's
Asians againsl fascist and
police provocation, the first
charge carrics a maximum
prison sentence of ten years,
the second life imprison-
ment.

And despite the fact that
some of the accused have
worrying home situations,
for example, dependent rela-
tives, two applications for
bail have been refused.

The hammer is falling on
the Bradford 11; for the
state it is a test case. We
must mobilise the maximum
labour movement resistance
to the show trial.

The rapidly formed July
11 Action Committee has

‘aken
towards
all-night
organised.

A national demonstra-
tion is being built for.

But this trial is an attack
by the state on the very
notion of anti-racist defence,
In that sense it is highly
political.

Anad that
action committee is launch-
ing an independent inquiry
into the nature of racist
attacks - and the police
response to them in Brad-
ford since the mid 1970s.

Hopefully when the trial
proper acloally begins it wili
be possible to provide infor-
mation on the real back-
ground, a situation where
racist harassmeni is a daily
accurenee for Asian workers,
and where the police have
failed to defend communi-
ties against, for example,
arson attacks on  Asian
homes and premises in Brad-
ford.

Relatives of the deflen-
dants have reported that the
11 youths are under severe
intimidation inside. What-
cver our political differences
with them, the primary issue
is their defence uagainst a
show trial by the Thatcher
government.

*Drop the charges
defend the Bradford 11!

ScHf defence is no offence

build workers defence
squads!

Send money, telegrams
or messages of support and
inquiry evidence to: July 11
Action Committee, c¢fo 2nd
Floor, Textile Hall, West-
gate, Bradford.

DALE ACKROYD

important steps
this. Pickets and
vigils have been

Moss Side

youth “like
caged animals”

by Gareth Caley

**WE ARE like caged anim-
als. But as you know, you
can keep kicking caged
animals, and one day they
are going to fight back.

‘‘We must support our
brothers in Liverpool, and
say they should keep on
fighting to the end. Thatch-
er must U-turn, If not, then
the place must burn’”,

A Moss Side youth was
speaking at a 200-strong
meeting, called by the local
Community Action Group,
which took steps to set up a
defence committee.

Members of the Liver-
pool 8 Defence Commit-
tee were there, too, and
emphasised the need for
cooperation and liaison.
They called for support for
the 15th August demonstr-
ation in Liverpool, and end-
ed by saying, ‘“You heip us
get rid of our chief pig, and
we'll help you get rid of
yours’".

During the -riots, the
Moss Side Community
Action Group provided first
aid, places to sleep for
youth too scared to attempt
to walk home, lifts to hos-
pitals outside the area, and
legal help.

150 arrests were report-
ed, but the central detent-
ion centre was overflowing.
There were two or three
people to a cell, and three
wings with some hundred
cells per wing.

Many arrested youth
were faced with pre-typed
charge sheets. A Commun-
ity Action Group speaker
said that the solicitors and
the courts cannot be trust-
ed. The central demand
of the campaign must be:
drop the charges.

Socialist Organiser sup-
porter Pete Keenlyside
called for community self-
defence groups to replace
the police, and asked for
support for the picket call~
ed hy Socialist Organiser of
the Greater Manchester
Police Committee on Friday
Tth August.

About 50 people attend-
ed the picket, but the police
committee agreed not to
discuss Moss Side until the
official inquiry was fin-
ished. )

There is a need for an
inquiry — but an inguiry by
the community, d to
counter press distortion
and to show why the police
must be kicked out of Moss
Side.

is why the .
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- CHANGING ROLE OF
THE BRITISH ‘BOBBY’

LAST AUGUST, Home
Secretary William White-
law, shrewdly assessing
the kind of anger being
stoked up in the inner
citics by Thatcher’s
policies, called on Chief
Constables to review
their plans to combat
“spontaneous disorder™.

By that timec their
plans were in most cases
well in hand. The British
police force, though still
hasking in its image as an
amateurish, unarmed
force, now comprises no
less than 12,000 riot-
traincd police organised
in Police Support Units

and Special Patrol
Groups.
And the whale

method of policing the
inner cities has changed
to prepare for confron-,
tation.

For the fifteen

last

JOHN LISTER
surveys the build-
up of police
power

two-way radios, backed
up by lavish computer
networks and elaborate
systems of communica-
tions to provide instant
support.

Police and army
chiefs, alarmed by the
upsurge of revolutionary
struggle in Furope and
the mass demonstrations
agains! the Vietnam war
in 1968 in Britain have
devoted a great deal of
attention  to  training
forces to deal with picket

be acceptable to the
magority of the citizens”
the army is “the final
repository of arbitrary
force’’, and needs no
such acceptance.

In 1971 a
Office working party
concluded that a new
*“Third” force would be
unacceptable to British
public opinion. There-
fore, it proposed,
sections of the existing
police force should be
retrained and reequipped
to do the job.

Saltley

This conclusion was
reinforced hy the evident
impotence of an  out-
numbered squad of
police in the face of the
mass picket of Saltley
coal depot during the
miners’ strike of 1972.

Home
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US riot police in action

years police chiefs have
adopted .a strategy des-
crived as “fire brigade
policing” in which heavy
forces are held in reserve
to be rushed at short
notice to deal with inci-
dents.

The growth of unem-
ployment and poverty in
inner city areas has
meant that working class
and immigrant commun-
ities are openly regarded
as areas to be contained
and repressed, rather
than “protected’”.

“Bobbies™ on Lhe beat
have been replaced by

patrol cars equipped with

. N

lines, marches and riots.
The late 1960s saw
some debate on whether
this was best done by
setting up a European-
style “‘third force” of
riot police, with their
own sophisticated equip-
ment (water cannon, CS
gas, armoured personnel
carriers, pistols, rifles and
sub-machine guns).

The limitation of the
traditional-style  British
police were summed up
by Brigadier WFK Thom-
son who pointed out that
while the police ““must

ity

PSR

\.

which
standby
and

Army units,
had been on
with shields
truncheons, were not
used: the depot was
closed, and the. Heath
government was cventu-
ally forced to concede
to the miners. But from
then on the police pre-
parations went ahead
with increased vigour.

The objective was the
training of police units
which could act with the
necessary “arbitrary
force” and  distance
themselves from any dep-
endence upon ‘‘accep-
tance by the majority of

citizens™.

The outcome was the
establishment of Special
Patrol Groups as a fully
fledged paramilitary
corps within the police
force. Initially masquera-
ding as units to “fight
crime”, the SPGs soon
equipped themselves
with vans carrying riot
shields, pistols, rifles,
sub-machine guns, smoke
grenades, truncheons and
visors. In Manchester the
armoury is supplemented
by Armalite rifles: in
Hertfordshire the SPG
carries pump-action shot-
guns.

The SPGs are trained
in the use of CS gas,
and wmany train with
military units, in SAS-
style operations.

These elite groups are
supplemented by
additional riot-trained
officers in Police Support
Units, in which the para-
military nature of their
assignment is only slight-
ly lower Kkey. Indeed
“crowd control” or riot
work is now a basic part
of police training,

Anti-fascist

PSUs have played a
role in attacking anti-
fascist mobilisations such
as that in Leicester in
April 1979. PSUs from
no less than 20 forces
outside the city were
mobilised {including a 42
vehicle convoy bringing
600 heavies from Man-
chester).

In the riot at St.
Pauls in Bristol last year
police withdrew and held
back — waiting for rein-
forcements of trained
riot police to arrive from
other areas.

The brutal physical
tactics of the SPGs and
PSUs are supplemented
by an increasing police
programme of firearms
training. 12,000 police
officers currently receive
regular handgun training.
And the occasions on
which guns are issued go

- up in number each year.

The growth of these
armed detachments and
paramilitary forces and
the spread of “fire
brigade policing” also has
its impact on the police
force as a whole, Officers

serve only a 2 year term -

in the Special Patrol
Groups, for example: but
the training remains a
part of their response to
daily situations -~ and
SPG techniques have
become standard police
practice.

Para-military

The last ten years
have therefore brought a
substantial shift in the
character and conscious
role of the police force.

And not every police

chief is happy about it.
One Chief Constable,
John Alderson from the
rather more placid rural
area of Devon and Corn-
wall, has been among the
most prominent critics of
the slide towards para-
military tactics, which
has gained most momen-
tum in the main indus-

trial cities.

The traditional notion
of the police as a preven-
tive force, focussed on
civil issues is under
attack, he has warned,

“Social pressures tend
more and more to seduce
police thinking and
public awareness away
from this towards a
quasi-military reactive
concept.”

This, he warns, coald
lead to a style of policing

‘“more akin to that of
an occupying army.”

The hard-pressed resi-
dents of Brixton, Tox-
teth and other inner city
communities will know
exactly what Alderson is
talking about,

But they will also
know that if Alderson
represents the ‘liberal
wing of the police, police
chiefs in their own areas
are emerging as openly
political figures, backing
up every reactionary
movement by the Tory
government, pressing for
sweeping new powers,
and making their main
target the repression of
strikes, demonstrations
and working class resis-
tance. ‘

They will know that
even at a time when
there are more police
than at any time in
British histary -
113,000 at the end of
1979 — the Thatcher
government continues to
hand policemen lavish
pay rises (60% in 2 years)
and to seg¢k further
recruitment.

This is no accident. It
flows from the conscious
policy of successive Tory
and Labour governments
to strengthen the
machinery of the capital-
ist state. They do so in
order to withstand the
anger and mass action of
a working class driven to
desperation by unem-
ployment, poverty, and
social service cutbacks.

CND
demo

By Arthur Bough

NEARLY 300 people
marched in the sunshine
from Newcastle to Hanley in
Stoke-on-Trent on August 1
as part of North Staffs
CND’s festival against the
bomb.

About 500 people later
listened to bands and
sketches by local CND
theatre  group  Limited
Theatre Warfare in Hanley's
Forest Park.

Though there was little
support from surrounding:
areas the Festival is seenasa

success by North Staffs
CND.
There are about 500

membeis of CND in the ares,
and many people believe
that the local turnout for
the march and festival would
have been higher were it not
for rumours that the fascists
were going to attack the
demonstration, and the fact
that there was alarge rock
concert the same day only a.
couple of miles down the
road in Burslem.
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How to replace the police

help in emergencies.

The police force is tightly controlled from above
by Chief Constables closely linked with the ruling
top five per cent. Workers’ patrols in each area
would be directly controlled by the local
community .

from the police. .

Ca.n the police be reformed? Dishandment of
special groups, dismissal of police chiefs, greater
public control, and democratic rights in the force
should be demanded and sometimes can be part.:
ially won. '

But in a society dominated by class struggle, the
police are the weapon of the ruling class — and
the ruling class will never allow the defences of
their power and privilege to dissolve peacefully
and gradusally. They will use their weapons while
they still have them, to suppress any dangercus
reforms,

The police of the capitalist class must be replac-
ed by the self-orgenisation of the working class.

way. They need to stop brutal revenge-raids anc
house searches.

Working class law and order in those area
means getting the cops withdrawn, and establish
ing organised labour movement/communit:
patrols. ’

When we kick out the Tories, we need a worken
government — a government really accountabk
to the labour movement.

_Already Labour and the TUC have demandex
disbandment of the SPG. But a workers’ govern
ment will have to go further.

In Britain’s cities now, every section of th

WHEN Polish workers occupied their shipyards
last summer, the police and managers were kepi
out. To many people it seems that the police are nec-

_ Yet there was perfect order. The place was kept
tidy, machines were protected, food was distribut-
ed, posters were produced, all in an orderly way.

The Polish workers did not need the police. They
organised themselves, chose stewards from
among themselves, and created their own

‘community self-policing’.

The socialist alternative to the present police

essary to establish formal equality before the law.
We may reform them, but we can’t remove them.
But formal equality, in a class-divided society,
can only bq half-equality. ‘Impartially’, the police
stop. effective picketing for everyone alike; ‘im-
partially’, they protect multi-million accumula-
tions of property for whoever owns them.
Protecting established privilege and power, the

force _is the extension of that working-class self-
organisation from individual workplaces to the

whole of society.

In the present police force, men and women are
§eparated off from the rest of society and locked
into a rigid, closed hierarchy. But organised
workers in each area could set up their own rotas
from among themselves, to patrol the streets and

NETW

THE partiamentary road to
socialism depends on the
idea that the police are
‘neuntral’ and will do what-
ever Parliament tells them.

This idea is contradicted
every week now, with James
Anderton, Kenneth Oxford,
and David McNee openly
appearing as spokesmen for
hard-line repression.

And more spectacular
evidence about politics and
the police has come from a
recent case in France.

Twelve  members. or
sympathisers of the Secrvice
d’Action Civique (SAC: the
strong-arm  squad of the
Gaullist movement) have
been charged with involve-
ment in the murder of
Jacques Massie and five of
his family, including an 8-
year old child.

Massie was also an SAC
member, and a police inspec-
tor in Marseilles.

- One of the SAC thugs,
Jean-Bruno Finochietti, has
admitted to the murder, say-
ing it was done on ‘orders
from above’, and another,
Didier Campana, says the
purpose of the attack on
Massie was to recover ‘com-
promising documents’.

No-one knows what
those documents were. But
among the 12 men charged
is Pierre Debizet, secretary
general of SAC since 1968.

Gaullist

Gaullist politicians — cal-
culating that SAC’s useful
life is finished — have protes-
ted Debizet’s innocence, but
also claimed that links
between SAC and Gaullist
politics are now just history.
Meanwhile, it has been
revealed that one in four
SAC members in Marseiiles
is a policcman. bula number
of the accuwed it riminal
records including hoid-ups
and arms thefts.

Campana, it furns out
wag active in lert wing circies
a5 an agent provocateur. /And
Finochietti, a known nco-
Nazi, has suggested that the
French seeret police,
SDECE, was also involved.

Debizet’s police file is
empty . because of a
“general  clear out” just
before the mnew Socialist

v

The four leaders of the 1961 coup in Algeria

government took office!
But the SAC is a shadow
f what it once was. Its
hembership is 5,000; it was
20,000 in 1968.

It ends in a trail of petty
crime, but it started in major
struggles for political power,

The fore-runner of SAC
was the Service d'Ordre
(steward squad) of the RPF,
the Gaullist movement of
the 1940s.

This squad was 16,000
strong, armed, and well-
financed.

From money provided by
several bunkers (Morgan,
Lavard Freres, Credit
pyonnaisy and by the
Dassault aircraft firm, its
members were paid a sub-
stantial wage.,

{t had a training school,
cars, vans, radios and a mil¥
sy pelice  unit at ifs
disposal, allocated by  the
srmy general ytaff - against
the CNpress ers of the
minister of defence.

De Gaulle had resigned as
president in 1946, after the
National Assembly had rejec-
ted his plans for a presiden-
tial ‘strong state’.

police are the weapon of the wealth top five per
cent. Holding the monopoly of licensed
tl_le police force recruits the least class-conscious
kids from the working class, and trains them in a
hot-house of corruption, brutality, authoritarian-
ism, racism and sexism.
And so blacks, trade unionists, women and
youth cannot expect even formal equal treatment

e

He launched the RPF as
a right wing, violently anti-
communist, movement.

The Service d’Ordre,
recruited from Gaullist ex-
Resistance fighters but also
from right wing thugs of all
varieties, smashed up CP
meetings, helped create com-
pany unions .n firms lke
Simca, and developed its
links in the police and armed
forces.

Salan

But, as the post-war
political (urmotl subsided, so
did the RPIVs chances of
ceizing power. In 1951 de
Gaulle dissolved the RPF
and later retited to  the
countryside.

Gaullist politicians
conrinued (o operate in the
National Assembly. but de
Gaulle was contemptuous of
gterile  party  politics’. He
was waiting for a crisis, when
he could vveriurn ihe consti-
tution und come forward as
the “saviour of the nation’.

The Algerian war
produced that crisis. After
France’s defeat in Indochina,

RK O

the Algerian Muglimy' bitter

hatred of French colonialism

broke out into open war.
Soon the French govern-

ment was caught in a
dilemma. It could not win.
But it dare not make pcace.
The one million European
seitlers in
hardencd in racist determina-
tion to maintain their privil-
eges over the cight million
Muslims.

Tn this crisis the Gaullisis
plotted. In January 1957
settler-eatremists tried to kill
Gencral Salan, newly-appoin-
ted commander of the
French army in Algeria,

The killers said they were
operating under orders from
. group of politicians
notably de Gaulle’s future
#rime Minister Michel Debre
_who were prepuaring for a
coup in Puris. Ne-one knew
for sure. because fhe casce
was allowed to drag on until
July 1958 and then tie chiet
assassin was  allowed  to
excape.

Salan was suspected of
Socialist  sympathies,  buf
soon proved his commirment
to “French Algeria™. On 13

Algeria  had .

The school for that self-organisation is picket lines,
demonstrations, meetings — any activity where
working people democratically organise our own
law and order.

Right now, working class communities like
Liverpool 8 and Moss Side need to stop police vans
tearing down their streets at 50 mph, killing and
maiming those who are too slow getting out of the

Shady role of secret society
in murder campaigns

Oxford, .and McNee

police is being turned to ‘SPG’ tactics, Anderton

,and their colleagues an

deputies, are all determined to make the police |

combat force against the working class.

accouintable to the
operate.

$AC card: ‘The cardholder pledges
himself on his honour to give un-

conditional support to the objectives
defined by General de Gaulle’

May 1958 a motley alliance
of Tfascists seized power in
Algiers, and installed a ‘Com-
mittee of Public Safety” led
by Generals Salan and
Massu.

Most of the leaders of the
coup just wanted to stop a
“sell-out” of “Trench Alger-
ia’’. But the Gaullists had a
clear programme.

Gaullist agent Lcon Del-
becque -- sent to Algiers by
Jacques Chaban Delmas —
prepared plans for am
invasion of France. Support
was certain from units
stationed in France. As a
warning shot, paratroopers
seized Corsica.

The government in Paris
— now led by Pierre Pfimlin,

with the Socialist Guy
Mollet as his deputy -—
dithered.

They had all the pomp
and authority of parliamen-
tary democracy to supportt
them. But they had mno
bodies of armed men — and
the last thing they wanted
was to arm the workers.

On 27 May de Gaulle
announced he was forming a
government, On the 28th
Pfimlin resigned, and on the
31st the Socialists decided to
support de Gaulle.

The National Assembly
scrapped the constitution,
voted full powers 1o de
Gaulle, and sent itself on
holiday for four months.

De Gaulle’s men slid into
the posts of power. And the
SAC was set up. Its hard
core were men like Debizet,
from the old Service d’Ordre
of the RPF.

Most of the leaders of the
Algiers coup had  been
tricked. De Gaulle moved
slowly but unmistakeably
towards independence for
Algeria — the only way out.

The Army, and the Euro-
peans of Algeria, reacted
angrily. In April 1961 four
generals,  including Salan,
wized power once again in
Algiers.

This coup collapsed after
a few days because the
generals had no clear aims —
and de Gaulle did what
nejther Sacialists nor ‘Com-
munistss had dared do in
1958 . appeating i rank and
file soldiers to defy their
officers’ orders.

THEPOLICE AND TH
F POWER

Salan and most of the
other leaders of the coup
went underground, and
started a bloody terrorist
campaign in the cause of
“French Algeria”. From Jan-
vary 1962 their “Secret
Army Organisation” (OAS)
killed an average of ten
people a day.

There was frequent,
indiscriminate slaughter of
Mustims — and also a whole
string of attempts to kill de
Gaulle.

Some SAC members —
Debizet among them — had
dropped out, disiHusioned
by de Gaulle’s Algeria
policy. But the remainder

" were thrown into countes-

terrorist operations against

both the OAS and the Alger-

ian FLN.

The general strike of
May-June 1968 brought the
SAC "to the fore again. De
Gaulle announced an
amnesty for all the ex-OAS
leaders sentenced after 1962,
and brought people like
Debizet back into ' SAC.
Jean-Jacques Susini, one of
the most notorious leaders
of the OAS, also worked
with SAC. :

May 1968

SAC organised the
Gaullist “Committees for the
Defence of the Republic”,
and mobilised for the mass
demonstration in Paris on 30
May which backed de Gaulle
with stogans like ‘‘Cohn-
Bendit to Dachau”.

There were also more
ambitious reserve plans. SAC
circulars gave lists {obtained
from the secret potice) of
820 left wing activists and
asked local SAC chiefs to be
ready to seize them as soon
as orders came from Puaris.

When de Gaulle resigned
in 1969 the SAC announced
that it would ‘*‘clench its
fists® and “continue. the
struggle”. But its activity
declined.

it was still used for.
heavy-handed stewarding of
meefings by Gaullists and
other right wingers.

And SAC had all sorts of
gide activities. Debizct. as
well as being secretary-
general of SAC since 1968

The whole police force must be disbanded -
and replaced by workers’ patrols, drawn from an

communities where the;

—_
——

has also been a ‘tech:
adviser’ to the Presiden
Gabon.

In 1979 a man na
Robert Luong, who
been having an affair
the President’s wife,
shot dead in France.

Ben Barka

No-one knows for
that the SAC did
murder; but in anc
murder case linked 1o
former French AT
colonies SAC involvem?
almost certain.

In 1965 Mehdi

. Barka, 2 Moroccan OF
tion leader, was stoppe
Paris by two men prest
police cards — and -
seen again.

The SAC has also
closely linked with co
terrorism against
paigners for self-govers
in Corsica.

Indeed, the SAC t
finger in almost every
tionary pie.

When gunmen fired
picket line in Reims in
1977, killing one of
workers, the killer was [
to be both a membe
France’s fascist union fe
tion, the CFT, and an
card-holder.

When de Ga
personal regime went. S
the usefulness of the 53
the French state.

As early as 1969 a
wing Minister of the in::
Raymond Marcellin
calling for SAC
banned. This JatesT :
may finish it off.

But the nemw.ts
links between nis
politicians, palicer
nessmen, strony
tors and the -
exist.

The strongess .7« .
their common o
will certainly oo iii0 -
a crisis.

Uniess the |
ised and pre
them on, wg v
less as the par:
of May 1958

MART
THOM
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=\World news

"~ Reagan’s new
Euro bomb

by Alexis Carras

THE REAGAN Admin-
istration has annouanced to
a stunned world its intent-
fon of going ahead with
the production of the
neutron bomb.

This bomb was first
proposed by Carter in
1978. Then, the outcry
was so flerce, the reaction
s0 furious, that Carter
had to back down.

Only after prior consult-
ation with European gov-
ernments, we were told,
would any firm decision
be taken about the
ne tronm:ilz.

ut ent Reagan
is made of much sterner
styff. Representing the
more warllke ambitions of
the American ruling class,
he has contemptously
pushed aside all pretence
of consultations with his
(unreliable) ‘‘European
allies” and announced
that neutron homb prod-

uction will commence
immedistely.
The ‘“ultimate capitalist

weapon”, .disposing of
people but leaving prop-
erty relatively intact and
undamaged, the meutron
bomb is an integral part of
US imperalism’s decision
to risk a ‘limited’ nuclear

wEhung

US imperialism has put
detente with the Soviet
bureaucracy on the back-
burner, and relaunched
its cold war offensive
with a vengeance.

Behind this new war
drive, the huge defence
industries are reaping
enormous profits as they
jealously compete for mil-
Itary contracts like the
enormous MX migsile
system.

The Russian invasion of
Afghanistan, convenient-
ly for tmperialism, has
temporarily obscured the
real causes and roots of
the present drift to war,
and allowed imperialism
to rattle on hypocritically

about *‘the defence of the

free world’’.

But by the ‘““defence of
the free world” these
warmongers mean they
want to preveni a repeat
of the humiliating defeats
which imperialism has
suffered in Vietnam and
in Africa.

The new war drive is
‘justified’ In terms of
halting a supposedly
inevitable Russian
advance into Central
Europe. According to the
scenario of the warmong-
ers, the neutron bhomb —
a weapon of intense
but geographically limited

in Bolivia

FOUR IMPORTANT tin
mines are still on strike
in Bolivia, while the gener-
als try to settle the coun-
try’s future between them.

On August 3rd, a sec-
tion of the army led by
General Natusch launched
a rebellion against the
corrupt right-wing regime
of General Garcia Meza.

The elected government
in exile overthrown by
Garcia Meza has backed
the uprising, and the lead-
ers of the COB union fed-
eration called a general
strike in support.

Seeing defeat ahead,
Garcia Meza handed over
to a junta led by army
chief-of-staff General
Bernal, which is now neg-
otiating with Natusch.

But the workers at the

T b
SMaNY (B
; NIE

four striking mines have re-
fused to line up behind any
of the generals. And the
Botivian Revolutionary
Workers’ Party, in a state-
ment on 4th August by its
Central Cell in Europe, has
declared:

“The Bolivians do not
forget either of the murd-
erous generals, Banzer and
Natusch, The latter was
the main actor in the Nov-
ember Massacre of 1979.

“Nor do we forget
Guevara Arze, Siles Zuazo
ot Siles Salinas, ‘demaocrat-
ic’ lackeys of imperialism
[and leaders of the govern-
ment in exile], who are
backing the present coup,
giving all their support to
the oppressors of the past
whose crimes still remain
in the memory of the Boli-
vian people.

radiation spread — will
destroy the Soviet armies
and tank crews, and milit-
ary equilibrium will be
reestablished as NATO
armies move in to fill the
vacuum.

No proof has been off-
ered that the Russians
will advance. But the US
government and its apol-
ogists are peddling the
fantastic idea that it Is
possible to engage in a
limited nuclear war,
and win!

The labour movement
must not have the slight-
est illusions about this. If
the European working
classes East and West
have been chosen as
imperialism’s expendable
pawns, then thelr fate will
be shared by the rest of
humanity as well. Nuclear
war, once commenced,
wil almost certainly
engulf the entire planet in
a holocaust.

We must build the CND
campaign, and give it a
firm Iabowr movement
orlentation, demanding
unilateral nuclear dis-
armament and withdrawal
from NATO.

No to Trident, no fto
Cruise, No to the Neutron
bomb, no to NATO!

e of generals

“Now is the time for
the masses to go out onto
the streets and use the
crisis of power provoked
by the present coup to
seize the chance to solve
the crisis according to their
own interests — occupy the
factories, universities, radio
stations, etc.

“The working class,
leading the Bolivian ex-
ploited masses, will smash
the fascist dictatorship so
that it never rises again.
For that purpose it has to
finish with the bourgeoisie
itself.

“That is why, more
than before, we need moral

.and material international

solidarity from the inter-
national workers’ move-
ment...”

n

= | |
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South African troops on ‘hot pursuit’

S .African racists
invade Angola

by Jim Farnham

IN. RECENT weeks, the
South African army has
launched a massive invas-
ion of Southern Angola,
from its bases in occupied
Namibia.

The South African gov-
ernment and its military
chiefs have boasted loudly
about what they call their
‘hot pursuit’ operations
against Namibian freedom
fighters of SWAPO, whose
bases and supply network
are concentrated in Angola.

But it is clear from the
scale of the latest invasion,
and from the six years of
South  Africen  military
aggression against Angola,
that the terrorism of the
South ~African capitalist
class and their apartheid
state is part of an even
wider strategy.

This strategy is aimed
both at crushing Namibian
resistance, and at attacking
the political gains of the
Angolan working class and
oppressed.

Behind the conspiracy of
silence, behind the diplom-
acy and the verbal ‘opposi-
tion’ to apartheid and South
African colonial rule in

Namthia, lies the active

suppert of this strategy by
the imperialist powers.

Guerillas
‘In 1975-6, the joint South

African/imperialist efforts.
to erush the mass uprising

in Angola were defeated.
The Angolan working
class spearheaded the
struggle that broke the
chains of Portuguese colon-
ialism, swept the MPLA to

power, strengthened the
liberation struggle in Zim-
bebwe, and opened up a
base of support for Nam-
ibian guerillas.

Tu-Nemibia itself, work-

Yo i comsed s
Mﬂ into Angola —

trying both to hammer
SWAPOQO and to discipline
the Angolan masses.

In May 1978 they launch-
ed a murderous attack on
Kassinga refugee camp.
Hundreds of Namibian
workers, peasants and their
children were blown up,
bayonetted and mutilated
by these butchers.

In June 1980, the daily
raids escalated into a full-
scale invasion of Kunene
province in southern
Angola,

Thousands of South
African troops, with jet-

bombers and helicopter
gunships, massacred
Angolan peasants and
Namibian refugees, de-

stroyed villages, carried out
massive economic sabotage
and attacked MPLA and
SWAPQ fighters.

Invasion

The current invasion has
seen the same terrorist
murders and economic
devastation. The imperial-
ist governments have
voiced the same token crit-
icism of the South African
government — while in
reality their interests and
their power are behind the
South African ruling class.

"The Reagan government
in particular has moved to
strengthen imperialist
support for the South Afric~
an state, as the crisis of
imperialist control and
profits in Southern Africa
deepens.

Imperialism is facing a
crisis of political control on
every front, as the working
masses of South Africa
have driven forward in
struggle.

The great strike waves in
Namibia and South Africa
in 1972-3, the smashing of
Portuguese colonial rule
in Mozambigue and Angola
in 1974-5, the 1976 Soweto
uprising in South Africa,
the topphing of the racist

Smith raghme in Zimbabwe -

grip of imy .
That movement contin-

ues to develop — with &
mighty upsurge of the black
working class in South
Africa; powerful strikes by
mineworkers in Zambia;
mounting  anger and
struggle against Mugabe's
neocolonial bosses’ govern-
ment in Zimbabwe; the
struggle of workers in
Angola and Mozambique
to carry forward their
anti-colonial victories, ag-
ainst the obstacle of the
MPLA and Frelimo govern-
ments which they put in
power; and the courageous
and unbroken struggle in
Namibia against vicious
colonial rule and forced
cheap labour.

The butcher Reagan, his
hands dripping_.. with the
blood of El Salvador, has
taken up the question of
Angola as part of his anti-
working-class cold war
campaign.

He has seized on the
presence of Cuban troops
in Angola, and the limited
military and economic
support by the Soviet Union
for the MPLA government
and SWAPO — using these
to justify the policy of the
iron fist. .

And for imperialism, the
iron fist in Southern Africa
is the South African state.

This has not ruled out the
possibility of drawing the
SWAPOQO leadership into a
new neocolonial bosses’
government in Namibia,
designed to politically
weaken and control the
mass movement.

Option

In fact, the strength of
the mass resistance forces
imperialism to keep this
option alive, and the

necessary secret diplomacy
continues. But the depth of
the crisis, and the power of
mass militancy and strugg-
le throughout the region
(smd therefore of mass

'« organise

domination over Angola
and the whole region, And
this demands an escalation
of attack.

The working masses face
the-crucial task of streng-
thening their defences —
and they need the maxi-
mum support from the lab-
our movement in Britain
and internationaily.

" The immediate and
urgent focus of internatio- -
nal elass solidarity must be
the defence of Angola
and SWAPO against South
African/imperialist attack.

This defence cannot be
left in the hands of the
MPLA government and
the SWAPO leadership,
whose politics of class
collaboration are incapable
of mobilising and building
the independent strength of
workers and oppressed.,

It cannot be left in the
hands of the Soviet and
Cuban governments, who
have been looking for ways
of withdrawing . from
Angola, and who put their
own interests as privileged
bureancracies above the
interests of the working
masses internationally.

Blacking

And it cannot be left in
the hands of the bureau-
crats at the head of the
labour movement in the
imperialist countries —
who have long shown that
they stand opposed to
independent workers’
action on every issue.

The working class — and
it alone — has the power to
give real help to the Angol-
an and Namibian* masses,
and to mobilise real obstac-
les in the path of the imper-
jalists and the South Afric-
an capitalists, The fight for

. such action must be taken

up in the labour movement.

The labour leaders must
be forced to back up their
anti-apartheid words with
deeds to mobilise class
solidarity action.

A crucial part of sach
action must be the fight to
blacking "agwiast
military and releted supp-
lies to the South African
state. )
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The struggle for a Labour
Party in the USA

COULD YOU explain about
the fight for a Labour
Party?

The trade unions openly
support the capitalist
parties in the US. Most of
them supported Carter,
some support Reagan, very
few are supporting a
Labour Party.

One small Stalinist-
influenced union,the United
Electrical Workers, has
come out for a Labour
Party, but they still support
Democrats.

There is discussion going
on in the trade union move-
ment nationally around the
question of a Labour Party.

William Winpisinger, the
head of the million-strong
Machinists’ Union, is also
a member of the Democrat-

ic

Committee. He has ﬁ
he thinks that there should
be a discussion about a

tion was passed at his union
convention calling for this
discussion.

In the Oil Workers'
Union Tony Moussaki is
running for president,
arguing for that union to
break from the Democrats
and launch a Labour Party.

One of our supporters,
involved in a coalition we
helped to build, is running
for president of the
Carpenters’ Union in the
US on a Labour Party policy
and for autonomy for the
Canadian unions.

So there is a movement
among a small number of
union locals around the
question of a Labour Party.
And the head of the State
Federation of Labour (AFL-
CIO) in California, John
Henning, has called a
number of conferences to

talk about Labour and the
two-party system. The
Californian unions have 1.8
million AFL-CIO members.

We have built a coalition
of trade unionists — people
on executive boards, some
officials, and rank and file
members — who are cam-
paigning for a Labour
Party, putting out literature
and organising union locals
to support = independent
Labour candidates.

We've been involved in
a number of  struggles in
that area.

Have there been pre-
vious attempts to set up a
Labour Party in the USA?

There have been regional
Labour Parties in the USA
— the American Labour
Party in New York and the
Farmer-Labour Party in the
308 in Minnesota.

Both ended up support-
ing Rooseve]t and the
Democrats.

They were taken over
by the Stalinists, who then
turned to the Democrats;
and then there was a witch-
hunt of Communists and
others in these parties.

And the other Labour
Party movements have
always been regional, too,
and have always ended up
back with the Democratic
politicians.

Apparently Tony Benn was
over recently to speak on
the Labour Party. Do you
know of any response to
that?

What Benn said was that
the way to build a Labour
Party was lo work in the
capitalist parties in the
USA.

But the reality is that

GAINS FO
RIVER ROUGE

THERE IS a new force to be
reckoned with in UAW Local
600 &the carworkers’ union
branch at Ford River Rouge,
in Detroit and the largest
union branch in the world] .

That force is the United
Front Slate (UFS). The UFS
is made up of 19 workers
from several plants at the
Ford Rouge complex, inclu-
ding assembly, stamping and
engine. They are black and
white, skilled and unskilled,
and include a leading woman
militant,

But most important of
all, they are united on a
class-struggle programme,
For this reason, their cam-
paign is important to all of
us,

Slimy

The UFS calls for skimm-
ing off the slimy laye
labour traitors that has been
floating on our hard-earned
duesdollarsfor too long.

It spells out the need for
independent  working-class
political action. It calls for
pationalising oil, energy and
utilities under workers’ con-
trol and without compensa-
tion.

The UFS candidates also
argued for the formation of

a workers’ party based on
the unions.

The United Front Slate
was formed when the Com-
mittee for a Militant and
Democratic UAW (CMD-
UAW) a caucus based
mainly in production and
supported politically by the
Revolutionary Workers'
League began to meet
with the 600 Organiser (a
caucus based mainly in skill-
ed trades) and a leading inde-
pendent militant from skill-
ed trades.

The meetings hammered
out a programme of class-
strugele demands to serve as
the basis for an election
slate
The sight of two militant
caucuses crossing fists for a
common assault on the com
pany and its friends, the un
jon bureaucrats, inspired
other militant workers to
join the United Front Slate

From the beginning, the
United Front Slate
that all tendencies on the
slate had the right to present
their differences on political

igreed

and tactical questions not
covered by the UFS pro-
gramme,

This was a real blow (o

first of all a lot of workers
don't even vote. Most
workers are not involved in
the Democratic Party, and
most workers don’t like

Abridged from ‘Fighting
Worker’, the paper of the
Revolutionary Workers'’
League of the USA.

sectarianism and a real lesson
for everyone involved.

It proved that political
differences do not have to be
barriers to joint action, in
this case the fight to over-
throw the bankrupt leader-
sHip of the largest UAW local
in the world

The recent election cam
paign at UAW Local 600 re-
presents a modest gain
class-struggle opposition
forces in the UAW

Percentage

candidate  increased

over the last election,
number of hgher semorily
black and while w
willing to stand on such
programme increased drama-
tically, and consequently

2 .
2 o s

Los Angeles dockworkers at anti-Reagan rally

e

their unions.

They need their unions,
but they don’t like them,
because the bureaucracy
basically has a business-

R LEF

there was a dramatic increase
in the actual number of
votes won.

United Front Slate candi-
dates received, on an aver-
age, between 15 and 30% of
of the votes received by
the top bureaucratic vote-
getters, and came in ahead of
many out-bureaucrats.

They also out-polled
Communist Party-supported
candidates running on a re-
formist programme.

This demonstrates that
there is a significant percent-
age of autoworkers who are
interested in a class-struggle/

alternative to thewr
leadership, and that
the number of workers will
ing to stand openly for this
alternative is INCreasing.

I'he

socialist
umon

task that now lacces

ruggle Jitants at

nt and

move forward into a broader

RWL 1s mvinced

t the quality”and serious-
i the ilitants actively
this united-fron
ke further joint
work o real and  cxctin
1 real

possibility, as well as

step forward lor the workers

it lord Rouge

STEVE BRYANT, a member of the Soclalist League
(Democratic Centralist) In San Francisco, spoke to Social-
ist Organiser at the recent Trotskyist International
Liaison Committee summer school. The SL(DC) has just
fused with the Detrolt-based Revolutionary Workers'

lt:e ue, and the fused RWL Is a sympathising group of

ILC.

umwn orientation  and
doesn’t support their fight
for better conditions.

Benn doesn't see the
movement for a Labour
Party as a movement
among the rank and file,
and as a struggle within
the labour movement.

He sees it rather through
progressive union leaders
who will come out for a
Labour Party.

Union-

The reality is that the
trade union leadership in
the US in general does not
want a Labour Party, be-
cause it would open up a
Pandora’s Box of political
questions.

At the conferences we
have had in Los Angeles
and the Bay Area, every
question arose in relation to
a Labour Party — the
question of racism; of
defence committees against
the KKK; the guestion of
South Africa; US inter-
vention in El Salvador, and
the fact that the AFL-CIO
openly supports it (through
the American Institute of
Free Labour Development).

Discussion also took
place on the question of
unemployment and plant
occupations. All  these
political problems are
immediately raised in a
discussion of ‘What pro-
gramme for Labour?’

The union leadership are
a Labour Party

rate that poli-

aware that

would accel 1
tical discussion, and pro-
mote political struggle in
broad layers of the labour
movement

Conscious

So they are very con-
scious in their opposition to

a Labour Party.
But they are going to
have to mobilise at least
i against
Reagan.

On September 19th there
is going to be a mass
demonstration in Washing-
ton, called by the AFL-CIO,
protesting the policies of
the Reagan government.

The union leadership
see it mainly as a pressure
on the capitalist politicians.
We intend to organise trade
union locals to go there
with the Campaign for a
Labour Party and to fight
for general strike action
against the Reagan govern-
ment as an answer to his
budget cuts.

What about the fight for
women's liberation?

l.:u& .l.ouui; we've been
ve in struggle ag-
ainst discrimination on
the job, where women are
harassed. One of our com-
rades whoisa steward
campaigned to fend a
:om&n cab driver who was

In San Francisco we've
campaigned among hotel
and restaurant workers
against discrimination. The
maids do the hardest work
in the hotel, but are paid
the least.

What about positive dis-
crimination?

There is a women's com-
mittee in the local,but the
problem in most unions is
the total lack of democracy.
It's a battle just to get an
election.

And this women's com-
mittee has been set up with
the proviso that it can’t get
involved politically in the
union.

It goes along to demon-
strations, sets up stalls,
etc., but it's not really
organising on the job ag-
ainst harassment.

Recently there was a
strike in Wayne, Massach-
usetts, in an electrical
plant. A woman clerical
worker was taken in a car
to a bar by two bosses and
harassed and fondled by
them.

She reported this to her
union, and the employers
didn't do anything: but the
workers at the plant went
on strike.

Clerical and production
workers shut the plant
down, forcing the transfer
of these bosses.

It was a very significant
strike, the first one against
harassment of women in
the US

What about work among
gay people in San Fran-
cisco?

With the election of Reag-

an, the attacks on gay
people have really been
stepped up

tly, they passed a law
which would outlaw legal
rights for gay people

There was also a ruling
that gay people could not
come into the country. But
the main thing is the attack
from the Congress and the
Senate, where they are
passing a Family Home Act
which would discriminate
against gay people and
keep them from teaching in
schools.

There is a general
increase in harassment and
attacks on gay people from
the right wing.

On Gay Freedom Day,
the largest demonstration
was in San Francisco, about
300,000. For the first time
there were contingents
from trade union locals —
about ten to fifteen conting-
ents, including the hotel
and restaurant workers.

We supported these con-
tingents, and the Labour
Party Coalition had a leaflet
connecting the struggle for
g and lesbian rights with

struggle for a Labour
Party and against the
Democrats (some of whom
are supporting attacks on
gays).

Gay workers

has been controlled by a
pet&y-bomggois ip.

But, in
Bay Area where there is =
large concentration of gays,
Reagan's offensive has
politicised more and more
gays. They see now that
they have to organise. They
can’t simply have a free
life-style without assault
and repression from the
Government.

Also, the gay _petty-
bourgeois leadership, in
their businesses, bars and
restaurants, have prevent-
ed unionisation, saying that
the unions are anti-gay.

So now there's an organ-
isation called Solidarity in
San Francisco which is
fighting to defend gay
workers victimised at a gay
hotel in San Francisco.
They were fired because

they didn't want their
wages cut, and they wanted
better conditions.

There was a picket for &
couple of months by the
gay workers and other
workers from the Hotel and
Restaurant Workers who
support their struggle. One
of the slogans was, ‘A gay

boss is still a boss’.
What about the black
community?

There have been a number
of attacks on the homes of
black workers in the East
Bay area. A door was blown
in with a shot-gun, and the
KKK and racists attemptec
to burn the house down.

So there was a committes
formed against the Klan
attacks. When the Klan
staged a counter-demon-
stration in Richmond, ther
was a meeting of 600 trads
unionists and workers 1
organise against it.

The CP and the priests
did not want any mass
demonstration, and o
union officials did not wan
any demonstration by the
union

The leaders said, "“We
hire guards [ ‘rentacops
they're known Ir
States] to be in front of ¢
homes'', and in this wa
they prevented any kin
union defence guards be
formed

There is still racism
the unions, and whites ha
better jobs than blacks

Reagan has cut
jobs from minorities
particular. The Budg
cuts, combined with ma
unemployment, are FOing
to create a very explos
situation in the ghetloes
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THE. PEACEFUL roads of
the fforest ol Dean
resounded with calls for a
peaceful road to socialism
from the much feured Mili-
1ant tendency in the LPYS
last week.

1.PYS Summer Camp was
bigger and better thun ever
before (as they say every
yvear). But so was the oppos-
ition. 600 people attended,
amang whom were a S0
strong contingent of Class
Fighter and Socialist
Organiser supporters. Last
vear there were only 12
Barricade suppoiters and
there was no one from Red
Youth (these two youth
papers are the ones which
came together to form Class
Fighter).

Riots

The LPYS is at the mom-
ent controlled by the
Militant grouping and the
Summer Camp is run as a
Militant event,

But this year Class
Fighter emecrged as a major
opposition in the YS. We
organised four large and
successful meetings during
the week.

Amazingly, for a youth
organisation like the ¥YS§,
there was no meeting offici-
ally organised on the riots,
so (lass Fighter heid one,
attended by over 100.

A raging debate all week
centred round the role of the
police and the army, partic-
ularly relevant because of
the riots. The Militant have
the umnique position that the
forces of the state — the
army and the police — are
~workers in uniform’ and all
they're doing is just another
job.

They want the British
police and army to be union-
ised and become part of the
TUC.

We pointed out that in
the light of the riots that
would mean supporting the
police calls for better equip-
ment to beat us aver the
head with, more pay for
doing so and admitting
proven scabs (in the dust-
men and firemen's strikes}
to the organisations that are
supposed to represent the
interests of the working
class.

=|_abour Party

'Militant preaches
peace with the police

Biggest ever left-wing opposition at
LPYS Summer Camp

by JO THWAITES

Ly
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Certainly socialists
should support democratic
rights for soldiets and police
— the right to free speech,
the right to organise politic-
ally, the right to elect their
officers and the nght to
form unions.

We opposc the laws that
forbid the police to union-
ise.

Under some conditions
these democratic rights can
destabilise _the state. But
they do not turn cops into
workers, or make police
unions (like in France, for
example) genuine workers’
unions.

Militant dreams about a
future democratic, unionised
benevolent police force. But
where does it stand now,
when the reel present-day
cops are maiming and mur-
dering working class youth
on the streets? On which |
side?

This  argument  was
closely linked to the argu-
ment about how we,wonld
achieve socialism. At the
beginning of the week, Tony
Saunois, the Militant NEC
member declared there was a
*peaceful road™ to socialism.
The implication of this was
that we were going to get
socialism through Parlia-
ment. '

When this was pointed
out by Class Fighter suppor-
ters in the debate, Saunois
bellowed out from the plat-
form “These people are-out
of touch with the woiking
class.”

But we are very aware of

the illusions that many
workers have in change
throungh Parliament. We

think for this reason it is
particularly dangerous to put
the emphasis on Parliament
instead of the independent
activity of the working class.

Peter Tuafte, the editor
of Militant put the same
emphasis on  the peacefud
road when he debated with
David Ennals from Labour

Solidarity.
Class Yighter was not
allowed to speak in the

debate, but Taaffe obviously
thought our arguments were
pretty convincing  as he
challenged us to a debate
afterwards - but when they
turncd the disco on, he
mysteriously disappeared!

Yet in the seminar on
Chile, when we discussed
Popular Unity and the fall of
Allende, everyone agreed
that the mistake in Chile
had been Allende’s refusat to
arm the working class and
his belief that socialism
could be won through Parlia-
ment.

Why do Militant insist it
would be different in
Britain?

Why Benn is fighting Healey

Ton Lansman replies to Tanev Buchan's "Open [ etter to Tonv Benn'

by Jon Lansman
{Secretary, Rank and File
Mobilising Committee for
Labour Democracy,ina .
personal capacity)

JANEY Buchan is not one
of the Labour Solidarity
supporters who claim that
intolerance came into the
Labour  Party when
demands for democracy
first raised thelr heads.

She has had the *‘knife-
between-the ribs treat-
ment from the intolerant
Right over many years’',
and she knows that the
Labour Party has become
more open, more demo-
cratic and more tolerant of
political variety, as the
rank and flle asserted
itself.

Intolerance has devel-
oped only towards
entrenched elites and
towards leaders who use

their position to flout the
wishes of the movement.

So how can Janey
Buchan say that she
¢cannot support” Tony
Benn — which means she
can support Denis Healey
or John Silkin?

Janey Buchan claims
it's the first step to the
Gulag when Arthur
Scargill says that refusal
to back Benn ‘“will be
regarded as tacit support
for the policies of the
Right’’.

But support for Denis
Healey is quite clear
support for the Right.
And John Silkin is just a
“‘gtop Benn”’ candidate.

Janey Buchan says the
deputy leadership Hight
is niot about policies. The
policies are agreed and
t‘ensured by the demo-

cratic changes we have

fought for’”, so Tony

Benn’s candidacy must be
just about personalities.

One of the major dem-
ocratic changes we have
fought for is the Party’s
right to elect the Leader
and the Deputy Leader.
Tony Benn'’s campaign is
using that democratic
change to enable the
Party to choose a deputy
leader who supports the
Party’s policies.

The policies will only be
words on paper as long as
we still have leaders who
openly defy those polic-
tes -— like Denis Healey.
Healey will never fight for
unilateral nuclear dis-
armament, and it is only a
few months since Tony
Benn was publicly de-
nounced for standing by
Party policies on defence
while the majority of the
Shadow Cabinet were
flouting those policies.

Janey Buchan quotes a
focal Party member as
saying:

“‘He could have left it
alone — just left Healey
and the right wing like &
school of beached whales
to whom no-one paid any
attentlon’. As if the
Deputy Leadership of the
Labour Party is a pesition

of no influence!
No: the cry ‘leave it
alone’ — motivated by

fear, naive goodwill, or
whatever — can only echo
the slogan of the undem-
ocratic, intolerant, bur-
eaucratic right-wing:
“pass what resolutions
you like, but leave our
power and privileges
alone''.

And if we do ‘‘leave it
alone", then our fight for
Labour democracy stops
short of a fight to win.

Class Fighter, following
the absence of debale on gay
liberation at national YS
conference, had asked that
the YS National Committee

have a seminar on the
subject at the Summer
Camp.

We collected 250 signa-
tures, 55 of them delegates
to conference, asking for
this, yet there was no
official seminar organised.

Gay rights

So Class Fighter organ-
ised its own, attended by
aver 70 people. For the first
time ever a serious discus-
sion on gays at work , how to
win gays to the labour move-
ment and on sexuality was
held in YS.

Class Fighter supporters
urged YS8’s to affiliate to the
Labour Gay Rights Cam-
paign and get the Labour
Party NEC discussion docu-
ment on the Rights of Gay
Men and Women brought up
and even Jim Newlands,
a Militant ex-member of the
LPYS NC called for YS’s
to arrange speakers on gay
rights. A major step forward
for the YS!

The Class Fighter mcct-
ing on Ireland reflected the
discussion that had been
going on all week. Again the
Militant had refused to let
Class Fighter comrades speak
at their lrish meeting - we
got one speaker and Kevin
Ramage then had the cheek
to say there had been a very
good ‘discussion’.

Many Militant comrades
spoke at our meeting. We
argucd  that socialists in
Britain had a duty to
support those forces - the
republicans tighting British
imperialism in’ the six coun-
ties and 1o fight for British
troops out of lreland.

Women

On women, there had
been planned a debats
between the Militant and a
speaker rom NOLS
(National Organisation of
Labour  Students).  The
NQ1.§ speaker didp’t turn
up. so Class Uighter otfered
to debate instead. Eventually
they agreed to let us have a
long contribution from the
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floor and no summing up.
it was clear that the work
of Womer}’x Fightback had a

major  impact on the
Militant. Much of their
coniribution  was  spent:

attacking the idea of positive
discrimination in favour of
WOmMern.

We argued that in order
to altempt to redress the
incqualities between men
and womcn in the labour
movement it is imporiant to
gel a recognition of the fact
thal women are oppressed
and that the labour move-
ment has to do something
about it — thal’s what
positive discrimination sets
out to do.

All Militant could came
up with was the same pro-
gramme as lhey have for
everything else — national-
isc the top 200 monopolies,
35 hour week and socialism
. . . please!

By the end of the week,
Class Fighter had established
itself as the only sertous
opposition in the YS. At the
meeting on ‘What is the
National Left Wing Youth
Movement' {which the
Militant tried unsuccessfully
to wreck), we consolidated
the gains we'd made
throughout the week, which
included a whole YS branch
coming up to us asking how
to join the NLWYM and
many other groups of youth
and individuals.

We stated that we are
serious about not just
remaining in opposition in
the YS but we are aiming to
take the YS away from the
monolithic control of the
Militant and turn the YS
into a real revolutionary
youth  movement which
relates to and reflects the
political needs and concerns
of youth.

The NLWYM is holding a
conference in London at the
end of October to build on
the strength of the first con-
ference we held in June and
develop our work over the
next year.

Details in the next Class
Fighter,

It was clear that the
Militant got a fright this
Summer Camp and were
impressed by the youth and
vitality of the Class Fighter
supporters. We aim to keep
them frightened and win
working class youth to the
LPYS.

Paper of the National
L eft Wing Youth
Movement, fight for a
revolutionary policy in
the LPYS. Riot Special
5p plus post from PO
Box 135, London N1
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Coventry

council’s

cuts
cop-out

by DAVE SPENCER
[councilior, West Mid-
tands County, Coventry
District no.I] :

COVENTRY Labour Group
has responded io Hesel-
tine's challenge to local
Councils by a really cynical
manoeuvre — & refer-
endum. ‘‘Cuts or rate riges,
it's your choice'’, they are
saying to the electors.

Not that they are going to
take any notice of the result
anyway, says Arthur
Waugh Junior, leader of
these wriggling reformists.
“It’s . a consultation
exercise’’.

Mind you they have
already ‘‘consulted’ the
local Council unions and
told them, ‘‘There will be
cuts’’. Indeed, in the case
of the schools, cuts were
actually implemented
-‘before the end of term in
early July __ this is before
the Education Committee,
the Council or the District
Labour Party had even
discussed the issue,

Complained

Clir Charlie Ward, chair-
person of the Education
Committee, was  very
cutting towards those of us
who complained at this —
accusing us of only being in
the movement for five
minutes and not realising
the importance of manage-
ment efficiency and the
need to make cuts in educa-
tion before the schools
broke up for the holidays.

So what price & refer-
endum? Well, the price is
£88,000, apparently — the
cruellest cut of all. )

The Labour Group are
making no recommenda-
tion themselves, they are
giving no lead, they are
taking no responsibility.

They are deliberately
avoiding the Coventry
District Labour Party’s

policy, passed at the July
1981 meeting, which is
quite clear — no cuts, no
rate rises, build a campaign
against Heseltine.

Pessimism

The whole exercise is an
attempt to mobilise the
backwardness and confus-
ion of the electorate, to use

" the Tory press and media

to break the District Party's
policy, and to wallow in
defeatism and pessimism
before the first shot is fired.

The daie of the refer-
endum is set for August
27th, before the schools
go back and before the Lab-
our Group meets on Sep-
tember 3rd with the Labour
NEC representatives and
the twelve expelied Labour

rebel  councillors.  The
whole business is clearly a
shabby trick.

An emergency resolution
from the Coventry South
West GC will be belore
next Thursday's Disirict
Party meeting — condemn-
ing the referendum and
calling for a boycott.

Coventiry Labour Left will
be producing a leaflet
calling for a boycott of the
referendum and a cam-
paign against any cuts. It is
hoped to hold a meeting
before August 27th with a
Lothian councillor to show

the difference belween
class fighters and class

traitors.
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omen in struggle

LIND WOMEN Vi
F SEXUAL ABUSE

Leeds demonstration against violence against women: blind women

face special problems

WHEN 1 tell people that
I have been sexually
assaulted, they throw up
their hands in horror,
finding it disgusting that

someone should take
advantage of me.

They think it only
happens to “normal”

women. I am what society
is pleased to call blind. 1
have a visual disability and
use a white stick.

Every, day, wherever I
am, people arc touching me,

taking my arm to guide me,
pushing me about. Some
people have used my situa-
tion and the body contact
involved to assauit me. This
happens on the streets, on
public transport and . in
public buildings.

When | was an under-
graduate, 1 lived in a student
hall of residence, at the back
of our college. There were
two routes to it -- through
a desolate street, badly lit,
or through the main college
building.

. One night, I was return-
ing from the student bar
and chose to take the “safe
route”. The- college porter
let me in, locking the door
after us, as was the practice,
and he took my arm to lead
me,

Guise

We made polite conver-
sation. After a while, he
began to touch my breasts.
I shook him off and tried to
distract his attention back to

Partial victory
on equal pay

by John Lister

A TEN-DAY strike by 1,500
local government workers in
San Jose, California, has
brought a major step
forward in the fight for
equal pay to women.

The strike, by Local
101 of the American Fed-
eration of State, County
and Municipal Employees,
was supported by both men
and women workers,

Its demands — for equal
pay for comparable rather
than simply equal work —
stood to benefit not only
women workers but also
male workers in  women-
dogrinated jobs.

Stretching

‘Toe demands  arose
following a report which
showed that jobs in which
women were in the major-
ity were paid anything from
2% to 20% less than male-
dominated jobs.

But the demand for equal
pay has repercussions
stretching far beyond the
municipal administration in
San Jose.

The city is at the centre
of the electronics industry,
in which thousands of
largely unorganised women
workers are subjected to
particularly heavy exploita-
tion,

Amny concession on equal
pay to the strikers — in the
first-ever US strike on the
issue — could send ripples of

unionists.

It was with this in view
that the city council at
first 1ejected a four year
package deal to phase in
equal pay for comparable
work, agreed between un-
ions and the council’s own
negotiator.

This had a particular
frony — since the city is
regarded as the “women’s
capital of the USA™, in
which a majority of coun-
cillors are women, as is the
Mayor, Janet Gray Hayes.

With electricians and

plumbers  respecting  the
AFSCME picket lines, and
angry strikers lobbying and
even bursting into closed
council meetings, the coun-
cil leadcrs were eventually
forced to agree a com-
promise two-year deal, to-
gether with a substantially
improved pay offer.

The tunds allocated to
work. towards equal pay
allgw for an average up-
ward adjustment of 9.6%
for women in the under-
paid jobs — with some in-
creases as much as 15%.

our conversation.

Then he pounced on me,
tried to kiss and embrace
me, running his hands over
my body.

I pushed him away and
continued walking down the
carridor, trying to pretend it
hadn’t happened. Then he
pounced again. | became
angry, brokc away from him
and rank down the corridor.
As | got to the door atl the
other end, 1 slipped and fell.
Struggling to get up, I rem-
embered that the door was

Nursery
closures

by Susan Carlyle

CONTRADICTORY reports
in the local press, saying that
no decisions hayve been made
yet about the nursery clos-
ures, are not deterring an all-
borough campaign against
threatened cutbacks in Tow-
er Hamlets, East L.ondon.

Shadwell day nursery is
set for closure, and Queen
Mary for transfer with loss
of places.

The campaign committee
plans to circulate a petition
and letters in the community
and in the labour movement,

Shadwell nursery has had
its first mecting to gather
support and find out more
about thc council’s plans.
Queen Mary. has drawn the
support of local London
Hospital pediatricians.

The council has “suspend-
ed’ the waiting lists for these
and other nusseries - not
only sending out misinform-
ation and rumour, bul act-
ually carrying out a policy of
not referring  children, so
that places go begging.

Their argument then wili
be to close the nursery for
lack of interest. Councillors
have said thatl with so many
women out of work, we

don’t need nurseries 4ny
more! ]
The nursery campaign

intends ta find parents still
waiting for places, and make
sure the nursery facilitics are
used by the prople who need
them.

. Screaming

locked.

He made as though to
help me uyp and tried to
embrace me again. I pushed
him away and began scream-
ing. After a while he seemed
to think better of it and
opened the door.

1 was in my local rail-
way station, late at night.
i had been into the ladies’
toilets, which lead out into
the waiting room.

When I emerged, | found
a man standing in front of

the door. [ sgaid that |
wanted to get out. He
grabbed me.

1 shook him off, but he
grabbed me again, this time,
touching my breasts. I
pushed him away, but he
advanced, pinned me against
the wall and began running
his hands over my body. I
was struggling and started
screaming.

Then he pushed me more
violently, so I hit him
around the head and face,
again. No one
came. He got angry and I
kicked him and screamed
even more. Then 1 was
alone,

I ihought about these

" incidents and why they were

happening to me. Then |
realised that both these
men, alone with me late at
night, under the guise of
assisting me, had the excuse
and the body contact to
touch me sexually.

Since society has told me
that | must accept all assis-
tance offered to me with
gratitude, 1 accepted the

Cobr s s
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initial contact. I did not
feel that I had the right to
refuse, that 1 did not want
their help, that 1 did not
need  their help. And,
because | did not discourage
them, - they took advantage
of me.

i have thought much
about how to behave in
these sitnations,  when
people try to manipulate me,
It is their natural reaction
to wish to control some-
thing they don’t understand.
They are afraid of me and
feel guilty about my situa-
tion,

Thinking about them-
selves, if they couldn’t see,
either they can’t imagine
what it is like for me or,
worse, they try to imagine
and conclude that it’s
terrible.

But I am used to my situ-
ation and know what is best
for me. I know that-to be
grabbed disorientates me, as
they are pushing me in front
of them and [ don’t have
any control. .

I know that it is best that
I take their arm, since then
[ am touching them and the
control is in my hands, so
that I can let go if I want
to. It is hard to release
myself from a tenacious grip.

People are like this to
me because it is deep in our
culture, right back to
Oedipus, Tyresias, Milton
and Blind Pew. .

QOedipus blinded himself
to atone for the horror of
his incest. It was an act of

castration and he became

THE ALTERNATIVE Talk-
ing Newspapers Collective
has already got the second
issue of its socialist maga-
zine Left Out underway
and is about to launch a
feminist magazine, Women's

Tapeover.
The magazines consist of
articles, features, letters,

etc., from a variety of social-
ist and feminist newspapers,
magazines, etc.

e Collective needs
assistance  from  sighted
people with administrative
work and with looking

through  magazines and
reading them onmto tape.

Anyone interested should
write to ATNC, Box 33,
136 Kingsland High Street,
London E8 2NS§, stating on
the envelope if it is about
hetping or whatever and
which magazine they want
to help with,

The subscriptions are £3
per year for 12 monthly
issues, and anyone who is
blind or partially sighted or
who for other reasons
cannot read is welcome to
subscribe.

by a member of the

Liberation Network for
People with Disabilities

sexless. The gods comforted
Tyresias for the loss of his
sight by giving him the
power to prophesy. Blind
Pew is a figure of fear and
loathing,  while  Milton
imbued his writings with
anguish and despair over his
blindness, '

To many people, because
of this heritage, we are seen
as sexless objects. But we are
contained in a female body,
which our culture tells us, is
not our own, but an object
of fantasy and eroticism.

Men are brought up to
believe that a woman’s body
is something for them to
posess and control; that they
can do what they like with
her and  society  will
acquiesce.

When a man comes into
contact with a woman who
is blind, his instincts are
confused, She looks like a
woman, but she can’t see.
When he takes her arm, he
feels a woman’s arm. Yet his
culture tells himn that she is
sexless and something to be
feared. So he becomes con-
fused.

How can this be stopped?
I say to all men: “Get your
hands off me! Ask me if I
want any assistance. Don’t
push me about, but let me
take your arm.

“I don’t want your atten-
tion, If you are confused
about the situation, then
leave me alone.” Then 1 am
in control.

This is only one facet of
the whole issue of women
and sexual harassment. It is
an area which has been
grossly ignored, by the
women’s movement and by
the labour movement and I
feel that it is time that this
issue, and the struggle of
people with disabilities m
general, was actively sup-
ported by the women’s

movement and the labour
movement.
After all, the struggle

of people with disabilities
concerns the same aims —
the right to benefit from the
advantages of this™ society.
without discrimination or
open hostility. The libera-
tion of people with disabili-
ties is a political struggle.

Don’t miss the
Fightback AGM!
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by Rachel Lever [secretary, Women's

Fightback]

WOMEN’S FIGHTBACK's yearly con-
ference, our AGM, at the end of Aug-
ust, is to be combined with two days of
political discussions and practical ‘self-
help' sessions. 1t will be held at a resi-
dential centre near Scarborougg over
the August bank holiday weekend.
Uaysgone and two (the 29th and 30th)
will cover basic self-education on soc-

PRESS .V 'F o4 .
Day three will be the AGM — and in
between there will be evenings free for

informal discussions, relaxation, and

entertainment.

Cost: £18 for the whole weekend (in-
cluding food), £7 for unwaged, smalil
charge for children.

We must have registrations {(and
AGM resolutions) by Aug. 14th. All
inquiries to, Women’s Fightback, 41
Ellington Street, London N7.

Women can join Women's Fightback

for £2 a year, and organisations can
affiliate for £6 a year (£20 for national
organisations).

ialist ideas, guidelines on campaigning
and the labour movement, a_nd sessions
on practical and organisational skills.

militancy throughout the
electronics plants, and
spread rapidly to the USA’s
. ¢wo million women trade

* Conlacl the campaign ¢fo
36 Bradmore House, Jumaica
Street, London E1,

San Jose women on picket lines
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link up these struggles and

The Gardners occupation — ended with 300 volun

IGHT TO WORK VER
TO PROFIT

WHEN THE Eastern Leg of
the People’s March reached
Sheffield it was met by the
Plansee strikers who had for
many weeks been actively

- fighting against unemploy-

ment.

But march stewards pre-
vented the strikers collecting
for their dispute and Plansee
convenor lan Paisley was
refused permission to speak
from the platform.

When the march reached
the Midlands, TGWU
regional  secretary Brian
Mathers was given a Ppro-
minent place in the platform
to condemn the Tories and
argue the need to fight rising
unemployment.

Yet Mr Mathers had just
had a golden opportunity to
do just that in the strike by
TGWU members at Ansells
brewery, opposing closure.

In fact he did everything
possible to get the strikers to
accept unemployment. The

Ansell  workers present
heckled and booed his con-
tribution.

These incidents illustrate
a central problem in the
labour movement today.

Momentum

Since the Tories’ retreat
in the face of the miners in
February the Labour Party-
TUC canipaign against unem-
ployment has i
momentum. In the work-
places . the fight against
unemployment has flared at
several small but important
potential centres Q. resist-
ance — Laurence Scotts, Lee
Jeans, Ansells, Plansee.

But the leadership has
done nothing to develop and

make them the centre of its
campaign. It has carried on
its campaign quite separate

from these struggles and left

them isolated.

The official ‘campaign’
refuses to build links. It
offers words as a substitute
for the failure to place all
the resources of the move-

ment behind existing
struggles.
Dissipated

The mass shop floor sup-
port for the demonstration
and the People’s March
shows that the makings of a
fight are there but it is being
dissipated.

Suppott for the fight that
is actually going on now is
ignored in favour of Michael
Foot’s vague rhetoric about
the future, *“. . . need to get
the Tories out at the earliest
possible opportunity.”

We agree with Michael
Foot on this objective.
Unlike him we believe in
creating that opportunity.
To wait on the next election

provides no answers to the
problems workers  face
today.

It means allowing the
Tories to batter away at the
workers'  movement for
another 24 months, 1t means
a disillusioned, demoralised
movement which can swing
to the right.

We support Lee Jeans
and Laurence Scotts:

*Because they are active-

fighting unemployment
and defending tje move-
ment. They are doing, not
talking. Victories for them
will strengthen the unions
and raise the confidence of
other workers. .
*Because their struggles

tary redundancies

open up the possibility of
unity with other groups of
workers whose interests are
the same, and the potential-
jty of an escalating move-
ment to achieve what Foot
just talks about — bringing
down the Tories. .

We therefore call on
Michael Foot and Len
Murray to make available to
the fighters the resources
they are making available to

the talkers.

We are not saying that
there are not problems in
moving in this direction.
We are saying that the
official leadership is not
attempting to confront and
grapple with these problems.

The present fightback is
limited. There is genuine fear
on the shop floor. Many
workers cannot see a direct
answer to the dole queue.

Let us look at some of
the practical problems which
will have to be overcome if
these struggles are to be
made more effective and
develop into the kind of
challenge to the Tories the
leadership are not prepared
to mount.

Central to success is
winning the battle of jdeas.

“I1f the NUM can be persuaded to black

Earlier this yeat the Coal
Board sei about closing 30
pits.

Sell jobs

They had a case. They
argued that the existence of
these pits pushes up the aver-
age price of coal and pulls

- down NCB profits. The loss

the NCB makes is directly

_ attributable to them.

What did the miners do?
Start arguing Wwithin this
framework  of capitalist
commonsense that the pits
were really viable? Bring in
their accountants to show
they knew better than the
Coal Board? Try to negoti-
ate increases in the redun-
dancy payments of up to
£28,000?

No. They didn’t atlow
this kind of argument to
distract them from the real
struggle. They acted on the
basis that nobody has the
right to sell working class
jobs at whatever the price;
that the needs of the
workers come before the
needs of state capitalist
industry; that all the
employers understand is the

the products of Snipe’s companies,

then | woulid predic
Scotts) dispute can

tt

victorious conclusion within one week”’

John Tocher,
AUEW Divisional Organiser, May 1981

hat this (Laurence
be broughtto a

Royal Pride: a pay fight grew into a fight for jobs

Where are we at in the
jobs fightback? JOHN
McILROY takes stock.

application of well organised
and swiftly administered
brute force; that it was no
good waiting on_the leaders
before taking action.

They didn’t allow them-
selves to be sidetracked.
They got stuck into the real
struggle and they forced
Thatcher to retreat.

We need to learn all these
lessons, but above all that

ar starting point must be
work sharing on full pay,
not enterprise profitability.

The viability argument
may even allow some
workers to win a short term
victory — but at the price of
dividing the workers from
brothers and sisters else-
where and binding them
tightes to the capitalist logic.

What shall we say fto
woskers who have fought on
the basis of profitability

when outr accountants later:

tell us the cupboard really is
bare? ’

it is the years of basing
pay claims on the need of
. capitat, on the bosses’ ability
to pay r1ather than the
workers® necessity to live
which makes so many
officials and stewards today
hyponotised _ by workers
making sacrifices to boost
viability by increased
productivity, voluntary
redundancies and no-strike
clauses.

Viability

Whilst avoiding the temp-
iation to brand every single
settlement a8s 2 sell-out, we
also need to point to the
limitations of victories won
largely on the viability argu-
ment. At Gardiners, for
example, the
involved 300 voluntary

redundancies, a short time
working scheme and a single
figuse wage deal. .

Workers struggling  in
plants not owned by profit-
able multinationals “might
receive an impetus form the
fact that Gardiners fought
and organised, How far the
example of Gardiners would
help when the going got
tough is another matter.

Open the books? Yes!
But not to debate on the
terrain of viability but to
educate in the workings of
the system, to take the
workers forward to self-
management.

immediately

A threatened workforce
must act immediately in the
face of redundancies. Other-
wise enthusiasm can be dissi-
pated. At Talbot’s Linwood
plant, like at Dunlop’s plant
on Merseyside, much time
and energy was put into.
lobbying on the basis that
the plant was viable and
organising financial and good
will promises before the
workers took any action.

~This was a diversion from
roebilising the workers inside
the plant. Outside support
can be lined up once an
occupation _starts. It is no
substitute for a struggle to
achieve it.

The initial battle must be
won inside the workplace.
When Linwood stewards
tatked of a meeting of 700
West of Scottand stewards,
many of the more cynical
workers, aware of the limi-
tation of this, shouted ‘pro-
mises, promises’.

Yet at Laurence Scoit’s
the officials put o the

““The platformon
dispute was no closg
redundancies. So if:
would amounttoa
force who have studi
heartedly throughot
difficult dispute.
“‘Scotts has becor
local struggle. it’s a
resistance against tl
That's why we can’i

Coan

workers that i view of the
employer’s threat to with-
draw redundancy money if
they occupied, they might
end up with notling; but
they were still prepared to
occupy- ’

More and more workers
are seeing the limitations of
redundancy pay as 2 substi-
tute for a job when there is
no alternative work. The
sugar on the pill is wearing
thin. The miners for example
fought against the accept-
ance of six or seven times
the maximum £4,000 accep-
ted at Chrysler. '

A lot, of course, can
depend on the past tradi-
tions of struggle and politics.
The irony is that it is often
sections relatively new to
strupgle such as Labrence
Scott’s, Royal Pride and
Lee Jeans who have come to
the front with aggression and
determination.

Lee Jea;'n's

Lee Jcans, for example,
have only recently’ been
100% organised -arid had
pever previously been in an

important ' strike. They
Jooked at thd situation
simply: “with . 16% -unem-

ployment we'll hever gel




ch we fought this
e and no enforced
e settled for less it
I-out of the work-
ogether whole-
this long and

e more than just a
ational beacon of
b dole queue.
hack it in’’.

Dennis Barry,
or, Laurence Scotts

another job. We had to
fight,”

The miners have a tradi-
tion of successful struggle
and were confident of
victory. Similarly Gardiners
workers, after a successful
struggle in the mid 1970s
became one of the best
organised factories in Man-
chester.

Wage-cutting

But in British Leyland

the failure at Rover must be
seen in the context of parti-
cipation, union sponsored
iob selling, wage cutting and
ictimisation — a recent tra-
dition of betrayals,
nsuccessful struggle, demor-
alisation and cynicism.
In many plants too the
centralisation of decision
making negotiations and
procedures and the separa-
tion of senior stewards and
committees from the shop
floor has,weakened sectional
stewards and grass roots par-
ticipation and confidence.

In an. evenly balanced
situation the ability to con-
vince. certain | particularly
crucial sectipns of the neces-
sity- to. fight; before the issue
is.-takén at factory level can
be decisive. . It helped ‘at

PHOTO: JOHN SMITH (IFL) “Inside the Lawrence Scott occupation

S THERIGHT

Gardiners where sectional
autonomy was based on
piecework,

There is also the need to
grasp the bosses’ longer term
strategy. If there had been a
leadership in Chrysler over
the last year’s campaigning
on the basis that the employ-
ers had one ultimate objec-
tive — total closure — the
affair' might have been con-

_cluded very differently.

United Glass in St Helens
is typical of other situations.
The bosses asked for 80

forced redundancies and

" came down to 65, When the

workers struck they added
changes in working con-
ditions to their demands,
The compromise was 50
voluntary redundancies. The
workers claimed that they
had saved 30 jobs.

An occupation rather
than external picketing is
essential, So is official sup-
port and preparation for the
use of the law.

It is rather important to
ensure that the service of
eviction notices does not
lead to demoralisation, by
campaigning for immediate
supporting strike action and
mass demonstrations by
other workers.

Whilst an occupation hits
the employer (valuable
machinery and millions of
pounds of goods can be held
as at Lee Jeans) and provides
an essential base for organis-
ing, it is the organising of
an outside struggle involving
other workers which is vital.

‘Time is vital

There is a need from day
one to establish a map of the
pressure points which must
be hit to win the dispute,
Take Laurence Scotts, Given
the parent company’s essen-
tial use of British Oxygen
products, their use of Hull
Docks for valuable exports,
and the supplying to the
mines with essential
machinery, blacking Wwas
required — which, if effec-
tive, could have shut the
company down in days.

- Similarly in the Lee Jeans
case the Xey was sStopping

the movement of goods to
and from the company’s
Irish factories, which
required support from the
dockers.

Time is vital here, Yet
in both cases it was maonths
before even an attempt to™
win this blacking was
seriously mounted.

The Lee Jeans strikers for
example, .seem to have
accepted the advice of their
officials that to ask for sup-
port would damage their

exhausting for a small group.

In the present situation
workers in small workplaces
particularly look for a lead
to the full time officials.

The extent to which this
comes from particular otfic-
ials may vary — but in the
end all are operating under
bureaucratic pressures.

In the Gardiners and
Laurence Scotis disputes the
broad left AUEW officials
did give a lead and were far
to the left of Peckham Road.

‘“Strike fast, strike hard, and don’t
depend on officials, councillors, or
‘public opinion’ — only on your own
strength and the support of other rank

and file workers’’.

Barry Blinco, Anselis shop steward,
talking on the lessons of defeat.

image. Yet every day that
passed the Irish plants were
undermining theit struggle.

Images never won a
dispute. Financial and emo-
tional support is welcome,
but it is hlacking that scores
the goals.

It is also clear that
pressute for this has to come
from the workers them-
selves, Offers to black are
like swallows in winter. ‘If
the TUC gave a lead and
threatened the government.
with direct action we would
get somewhere’, said Arthur
Scargill at the end of the
People’s March: but Scargill,
‘a General Council member,
has done nothing to encour-
age that direct action by
trying to get the Yorkshire
miners to black Scott’s
machinery!

Moreover it is obvious
from recent struggles that
wotrkers cannot rely on their
own officials to organise

ssential secondary action.

They were also to the left
of the Sheffield District,
dominated by the hard (or
soft) CP, who markedly
failed to link up struggles
at Plansees and Hadfields.

As lan Paisley, the
Plansees convenor said,'‘The
District Committee was
never particularly helpful:
we didn’t see them for eight
weeks.”

The Manchester officials
fought the Duffy-Cure sell-
out bid at Scotts — but when
the AUEW leadership came
down hard they stood in
line.

“W_ith a daily picket outside, the gates
chained and cemented together, and
the keyholes blocked up, there haven’t

been many buyers’’.

Plansee picket, July 1981

And the increasing
problem is that the right
wing leaders will not go
away. They will show an
increasing tendency to inter-
vene,

Duffy and his executive,
for example, were quite
willing to let Scotts workers
get on with it as long as they
stayed innocuously in
barracks. When: they started
picketing other plants with
some success Duffy moved
in.

Faced with a membership
declining because of a lack
of leadership in the fight for
jobs, Kitson and the TGWU
bureaucracy are now instruc-
ting officials to cut out long
expensive disputes and avoid
potential confrontation with
the Employment Act.

Sabotage

So at Ansells Brian
Mathers moved in quickly to
sabotage the picketing at
Romford and Bolon.

When a dispute at Leeds

.provided the possibility of

extending the Ansells
struggle, the workers left it

““We had hoped to stem the tide of
sackings and redundancies by winning
at Plansees. With support from the
start we could have done that’’.

lan Paisley, convenor, Plansees

ey have to do it them-
selves, - S N
" This can- be difficalt ar1 .

to Mathers — and Mathers
left it to the birds.

With the struggie isolated
and with no apparent solu-
tion, he was then able to
run his own secret ballot
with ‘well bent’ questions.
With Mathers around who
needs - the Employment
Act? |

Isolated

The Bestobells laggers in
Scotland fell into all these
traps. A group with a strong

tradition of self reliance,’

they failed to take the
struggle outside their
occupation.

TGWU Regional Secre-
tary Hugh Wyper failed to
make the stoppage official
and, isolated, they were

N

hauled before the courts for

Scott struggle?

defying a writ and fined —
with the result that the dis-
pute collapsed.

These kind of obstacles
can only be overcome if they
are clearly understood from
the start, if a firm campaign
is mounted to prepare the
members to meet them, and
if regular mass meetings are
held to keep up participa-.
tion and regist demoralisa-
tion and official manoenvr-
ing.
There is no magic wand
which will conjure up over-
night success. We need
patient argument, careful
planning, better organisation
and a fight for a new leader-
ship.

Qur support is .at the
moment tiny and generally
outside pogsitions of influ-
ence, whilst socialist ideas
have a minority hold in the
wotkplaces.

However we have to
organise, and increase that
minority and work for the
most ambitious development
of each dispute, remember-
ing all the time that whilst
we fight for a government
which will act in the
interests of the-working class
the best guarantee of that
will be the intensification
and unification of
struggles against the Tories
now,

Du : after Plansee will he succeed in .tmffingl.aurence

(41 HJJINSNHOI‘A
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PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN’S

IRELAND

FREE

'

In the interview that Ruari
O Bradaigh gave to your
magazine ‘Isis’ he talks
about PSF being both
anti-imperialist on  the
one hand, and ‘dema-
cratic socialist' on the
other.

Can you explain how
you see ‘democratic
‘socialism'?

Very broadly, our analysis
is that Ireland since part-
ition has been function-
ing as two states. The
state in the north — the
Six Counties — has been
a colonial state; the 26
Counties in the south
have been a sort of neo-
colonial state.

Ireland has suffered be-
cause of imperialism. Our
objective at the present
time is to remove the Brit-
ish army from Ireland and
get a declaration from the
British government that
they will withdraw mili-
tarily, politically and eco-
nomically from Ireland.
That is our first objective
— British withdrawal.

Because of the artificial
division of our country,
we have a division within
the working class — we
have a division between
the working class in the
north and the working
class in the south. To
complicate  matters
further, in the north the
working class is divided
again between Catholic
and Protestant.

It is only possible to
build socialism after we
have been able to unite

the working class, and the.

cause which divideslthe

O EEC! {

working class is the Brit-
ish presence.

On the prospects of
building socialism —
a lot will depend on the
circumstances of British
withdrawal, and the cir-
cumstances which exist
both during British with-
drawal and for a period
after that.

First step

- Qur programme at the
present time is maximum
unity on the issues of
‘Brits Out’ and national
independence. We regard
*Brits Qut’ and Irish unity
as a first step towards a
socialist republic.

We don’t know how we
will implement socialism,
_because we don’t know
the circumstanccs, But
we believe that national
independence without
socialism is really
meaningless.

with the EEC, the
demands of capitalism
when it comes out of this
recession will be for a
united Ireland. Capitalism
would best be served by a
united Ireland because
you would have all the
political problems out of
the way.

But we see that social-

ism would be the only
positive thing to fight for
in Ireland.

Because the war is
lasting as long as it is,
more and more people
have become moBilised.
Because of the failures of
capitalism  in Ireland,
the disaffection and dis-
appointment, the fact that
capitalism cannot deliver

the goods, there are
forces which can be
harnessed and organised.

I’'m talking here about
the unemployed in the
major cities, the small
farmers who are affected
by EEC policies, the
people who suffer
because of the economic
situation  caused by
capitalism,

These people can be
organised; they should be
encouraged to organise
themselves under the
leadership, or the encour-
agement at least, of the
Republican movement.

In the struggle for soc-
ialism, the people who
suffer most because of
imperialist and capitalist
policies will be our natural
allies. The organisations
that they form to defend
their living standards
will be the organisations
that we will use to build
socialism in Ireland.

When people organise
to defend themselves,
whether it is their stand-
ard of living, ot their right
to a living, those organis-
ations are basically demo-
cratic, and that’s what we
mean when we talk about
democratic socialism.

It will be a socialism
built from .the base up.
How we actually get into
the mechanics of making
that work is another
thing. .

Of coursc you start out
with an ideal, and you
go along the road to
achieving that ideal. It
always happens that
somewhere along the line
part of your ideal doesn't

come to pass. But we

Pt
it "
s
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believe that it’s important
to have a target, a goal
to work towards, and do
the best we can on the
road towards it.

Ultimate aim

If your ideal is a ‘demo-
cratic socialist’ country,
why is it that you don't
propagandise for that at
the same time as
campaigning for ‘'Brits
Out’ and Irish unity?
Is it because you think
that to do so would pre-
vent you from building
maximum unity on the
question of ‘Brits Out’
and Irish unity?

It could be divisive in an
Irish context, but through
‘An Phoblacht/Republic-
an News' we make no
secret of the fact that we
are for a socialist re-
public. Spokespersons of
our organisation have
always expressed the
view that our ultimate
aim is a democratic
socialist republic.

We have to qualify
that by saying a demo-
cratic socialist republic,
because our political
enemies will use cash and
any means at their dis-
posal to discredit our
movement. -

I'm thinking here parti-
cularly of people like
Fianna Fail and others,
who also claim to be
republicans except that

they don’t implement
republicanism.
We have to qualify

exactly what we mean
by socialism and demo-

cratic socialism so that we

VIEW OF SOCIALISM

don't give our enemies
ammunition.

Since 1976

In trying to build a demo-
cratic  socialist society,
how do you think you
would have to relate to
workers in the 26
Counties who have under-
gone a very different
experience from those in
the north...

Unfortunately, because of
the war in the Six Coun-
ties, because of the
intensity of the war and
the resources which were
needed, most of the talent
in our organisation went
to supporting the wat.
The role of our organisa-
tion in the south has been
to support the war in the
north.

Since about 1976, we
have been going through
a change. The people in
the south now see their
task as becoming more
identified  with  trade
union struggles, women’s
rights in the south (which
is very important) , and
the struggle of small
farmers.

In the past they have
seen their role as support-
ing the struggle in the
north, but they have real-
ised for some time that
that type of struggle alone
will not be adequate to
carry us from the stage of
‘Brits Out’ to the social
struggle which will follow
that.

1 am sure that people

‘like yourselves will real-

ise that political work
takes a lot of dedication.

No. A federal Ireland is

You don’t see results
immediately. But our
movement in the south
has moved towards more
and more open trade
union work and work in
those other fields.

We realise that
socialism can only be
built through the unions,
through the unemployed
organisations insofar as
they exist, and the other
areas where people are
affected by capitalism and
imperialism in Ireland.

Ballot box

When you talk about
demoaocratic socialism, pre-
sumably you do not mean
that it can come through
the ballot box?

Socialism can never be
established through the
ballot box. Those who
control the wealth will
never let those who don’t
vote it out of theit hands.

Parliament — which is
not a workers’ govern-
ment — is only there to
allow the capitalist class
to go on being a capitalist
class.

And when we say
democratic socialism, we
don't mean social demo-

cracy. We mean demo- .

cratic socialism. We call
it a decentralisation of
power.

Federal

How does this tie in with
the Sinn Fein programme
for a Federal Ireland?
Does that still apply?

Vo

KEVIN O’DONOGHUE of Sinn
Felin explains to IAN SWINDALE

possibly a thing which we
can work towards. But
when that plan was drawn
up, in a sense we undet-
estimated the strength of
Orangeism.

We now feel that if we
setiously tried to find a
solution along federal
lines, then we would be
creating an Orange state

in the north and insti-
tutionalising it.
We’re not against

Orangemen. But what we
are against is the position
of the Protestant working
class as regards the Prot-
estant capitalist class, and
we realise thatundera
federal solution the Prot-
estant bourgeoisie could
still have that power over
the Protestant working
class, and we would not
be creating conditions
that would allow them to
liberate themselves from
capitalism.

JOIN THE LABOUR

COMMITTEE ON
IRELAND!

Join the fight to win
the labour movement
to support for the Irish
struggle!

Affiliation for trade
union branches and
Labour Parties, £2;
individual member-
ship, £1.

Contact: Don Flynn,
Secretary, 43 Lee
House, London N19.




RACIST

STATE

by JOHN

RACISM runs through
world sport like a poisoned
stream. ‘‘There’s no way
I'm going to lose my title to
ablack man’’, snarled Alan
Minter just before meeting
Marvellous Marvin Hagler
and winding up ex-World
Middleweight Champion.

‘“‘What is worge than los-
ing is the idea of this
strange black man coming
at us from the mountains’’,
moaned Brendan Foster
after the pride of Geordie
land had lost yet again to
the great African runner,
Miruts Yifter.

At times, racism bec-
omes orchestrated. Larry
Holmes, the world's best
heavyweight, recently con-
demned the growing pub-
licity round ‘White Hope’
‘Jrish Mike  Cooney.
“It’s bad because what
they are really saying is
beat that nigger boy.
Show them white is best.”’

The growing protests
against the South African
Rugby tour of New Zealand
have, however, placed in
the limelight once more the
one country where sport is
formally and legally org-
gnised on the apartheid
lines that govern the soc-

McILROY

iety as a whole. .

In South Africa, sport is
big business, heavily sub-
sidised by private enter-
prise, often US and UK
owned. Last year, South
African Breweries spent a
million dollars on sponsor-

ship, General Motors
$500,000, and Datsun
$200,000.

White virility

Sport in South Africa has
something of the import-
ance it had in Nazi Ger-
many. It plays a central
role in justifying theories of
racial supremacy and cele-
brating  white  virility.
Former Sports Minister,
P.J. Koornhof, felt that it
was so central to the white
psyche that he went so far
as to argue that ‘‘play and
sport are strong enough to
cause political and econ-
omic relations to flourish or
collapse’’.

Because of these attit-
udes, South Africa has
spent the last decade and
millions in a co-ordinated
offensive, aimed at convin-
cing the world that its sport
is increasingly integrated
and luring prominent

=Review

MEGABUDGET EPICS

IF YOU are bored to tears
with the Ruyal beanfeast,
there is currently a rash of
megabudget epics available
for your entertainment.
First and foremost in the
New Wave of these are
‘Excalibur’ (King Arthur
and a host of heaving
flesh) and ‘Clash of the

Titans' (Perseus meets
assorted growling
puppets).

After the unromanticised
blood and thunder films of
the earlier 'seventies, and
as capitalism starts to rot
itself to death, the film
industry is beginning to
churn ~ out undisguised
escapism. At the same time
the media serves up end-
less rhapsodies to the
Fairytale Princess and her
husband with the large
ears.

The message is simple:
keep your eyes fixed firmly
on the firmament and think
as little as possible about
trivia like the hunger
strikers, unemployment

and - state - repression. _If

the rate of profit is
dropping over the preci-
pice, the ruling class can
still make a packet on
celluloid kitsch.

These two films reach
new depths. Here we have
the two sides of this
escapism.

In ‘Excalibur’ we have
the king who is the person-
ification of the land he rules
— this right to rule is
cemented by the possession
of the all-powerful sword,
Excalibur, The king without
a sword is the land without
a king; as Arthur prospers
so does the land, as he
declines into iliness, starv-
ation and pestilence plague
the good folk of Ancient
Britain.

What we need is a strong
king with a faithful Queen
. — preferably one who
doesn’t burst into tgars at
jousts (or polo ma hes}.
In the month of the Royal
Wedding this feudal drivel
may not seem SO Very
archaic. i
Was such a high budget

LINKS BOLSTER

r »
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HOW SPORTING While New Zealand

demonstrators fight on

The whites laze in the shade, the blacks toil in the sun

sportspeople to  South
Africa to legitimise and
publicise sport in the apart-
heid state.

The aim is to get back
into international compet-
ition. The so~called Comm-
ittee for Fairness in Sport
recdived over £5 million in
government money -

The advantages for visitors:

are recalled by Rugby inter-
national Gareth Edwards,
""We stayed in the best
hotel in Pretoria, all expen-
ges put down to our room
numbers. No one was to be
out of pocket...... You
name it, we had the very
best."’

Uncle Tom

Showpiece multi-racial
events such as the recent
Mathebula-Laciar and
Coetze-Weaver World
Boxing Championships are
sel up to provide evidence

really necessary just to tell
us that the solution to starv-
ation and all our other ills
depends on fighting a gold
cup (made out of plastic)
with a loud voice that acts
in the service of the Realm?
Maybe not.

But if you find the
curious mixture of Catholic-
ism and Celtic lunar sym-
bolism a bit heavy, you can
always sit back and enjoy
the sporadic battle scenes
with liberal doses of dry
ice and red lighting.

And if that doesn't
satisfy you, there's always
the gorgeous Sir Lancelot..

‘Clash of the Titans’ is a
different, bastardised
myth<ycle altogether. In-
stead of dingy castles and
dungeons, and  sordid
decay, we have the glitter-
ing Olympians meddling in
human affairs as is.their
wont.

Take a large number of
celebrated actors, some
dated Ray Harryhausen
special effects, and add an

_irritating metal owl (R2D2

Ay

of integration. Selected
Uncle Tom blacks are spon-
sored to compete against
whites in official events.
In reality integraled com-
petition makes up less than
one per cent of all sport-
ing fixtures in the Republic.

Ghettoes

As Sam  Ramsamy,

Chairperson of the South -

African Non-Racial Olymp-
ic Commiitee points out,
the blacks are ‘‘elevated to.
. equality for the duration of
a sports fixture and then
sent back to the ghettoes.”’

The photographs of black
and white together used by
the South African govern-
ment in a UK national
paper campaign last year
look very convincing. But
about the same time Abe
Louw, President of the
Transvaal Rugby Union,
punctured the showpiece

with wings} called Bubo,
and you've got it: a celebra-
tion of individual heroism
and womanly faithfulness
much more in keeping with
the real needs of our society
than all the Arthurian non-

sense about kings and
swords and stuff. No
degenerate mortals in this
story.

While in ‘Excalibur’ they
screw in suits of armour, in
‘Clash of the Titans' they
keep their hands properly
to themselves {except of
course for the lustful Olym-
pians — but that’s all off-
stage anyway).

Perseus meets Godzilla is
alt good clean fun. And in
these days of rioting youth
and underage passion, a bit
of solid, moral gallantry is
just what this country
needs — with a bit of back-
up from CS gas and plastic
bullets.

But 1 can’t help feeling it
won't ever quite catch on
like Star Wars.

R U N

policy by refusing to allow a
team of black boys to com-
pete in a tournament. He
said that they might make
friends with whites, and the

South African cabinet were -

forced to intervene.

SANROC has recently
been successful in drawing
atfention to these cover-up
activities, particularly
through its blacklists of
those who play sport with
apartheid. However, there
are still far too many sports
people like Robin Jackman,
who precipitated the expul-
sion of the England cricket
team from Guyana last
winter.

He had spent the last ele-
ven winters playing cricket
and coaching in South
Africa and the then
Rhodesia. ‘Every team he

" worked with was ‘Whites

only’.
Creatures like Jackman
receive strong backing from

the British Sports Council.
Both chairman Dickie Jeeps
and committee man Bill
Hicks, have ended up on

SANROC's blacklist. The
latter recently visited South
Africa for six weeks, and.on
returning held a press con-
ference to declare his inten-
tion of pushing for the
apartheid regime’s return
to the world sporting stage.

The. Springboks have
arrived in New Zealand
against a background of
hunger strikes, demonstra-
tions in more than thirty
towns and cities, and an
important legal case testing
the validity of their entry
into the country. The team
was unable to fly direct as
Australia and Fiji refused
transit rights.

This was in pursuance of
the Gleneagles agreement
signed in 1977 between all
Commonwealth countries
committing governments to

the Titans’

‘‘combat the evils of apart-
heid by taking every prac-
tical step to discourage
contact or competition with
sporting organisations,
teams, or sportsmen from
South Africa.

Despite pressure from
the labour movement, New
Zealand's right-wing Prime
Minister, Robert Muldoon,
has blatantly disregarded
this agreement and sided
with racially segregated
sport. His country's part-
icipation in future world
sporting events, and indeed
in the Commonwealth, is
now open to strong ques-
tion.

South Africa’s racial pol-
icies will not in the end be
changed by sports boycotts.
But they can help encour-
age black Azanians’ own
struggles which will ultim-
ately bring about the
demise of this barbaric
system.

Clive MacMuddle reviews
‘Excalibur’ and ‘Clash of

.

Clush of the Titans: Qlymplans meddling in human affairs

VL,
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Time
ont

THL decision of
Labour's Wembley Con-
ference to establish 4
new systcm for electing
the Party leader may
‘have put the right wing
in retreat but it appears
to have further confused
the left on the question
of the block vote.

Just over one year ago
the Rank and File Mobilising
Committee published a 16
page pamphlet  entitled
“Mobilise tor Labour Demo-
cracy”. Whilst it dealt with,
questions such as the re-
selection of MPs, accounta-
bility, and electing the
leader, it had nothing to say
on the subject of the block
vote. Yet this issue is crucial
to any debate on party
democracy.

At present the unjons’
voting strength at Labour
Party conferences outweighs
the Constituency Parties by
over 9 to 1. The new elec-
toral college which gives 40%
of the votes to the unions
can only help increase union
domination within the Party.

The block vote is an his-
torical legacy. The unions
formed the Labour Party in
order to have their interests
represented in Parliament.

But socialists should be
fighting to make Labour the
party of all sections of the
working class - youth,
unemployed, blacks, tenants,
etc — and not just the
unions’ mouthpiece in the
House of Commeons.

Militant log

“THE military campaign has
given the British ruling class
the excuse to step up repres-
sion. The prisoners and the
occupants of the Catholic
ghettoey are the people who
suffer most.”

In terms like this the
Militant justifies its dismissal
of the Provisional IRA as
“sectarian killers”, and it$

refusal to side with the
Republicans  against the
British Army.

Yet for wars further

away from home, Militant
has been able to understand
that socialists should side
unconditionally with fighters
for national liberation
against imperialism despite
our criticisms or even con-
.demnations of some of their
military tactics.

How the neu

LAST Thursday in London,
the skies went black at noon
and the heavens opened.

At this point, I realised
with a sense of shock that
it was Hiroshima day, the
36th anniversary of the first
use of an atomic bomb ag-
ainst an unsuspecting and
unprotected civilian
population.

If I had been superstit-
ious or religious instead of
a scientific socialisi. I
might have read un omen
into those amazing thund-

erstorms. Anyway. this
week's column is about
nuclear war {information
from the Guardian, New |
Scientist, and Science for
Peoplel.

President Ravgun | is

busily upping the stakes
in the nuclear war game,
firstly with his decision to
produce and stockpile the
‘enhanced radiation
weapon’ (ERW) or neutron
bomb, which can only

‘To change our views on the block vote because some unions have
moved left is the height of opportunism’

The question the left
must ask themygelves is: does
the electorat ege, and the
domination of the block
vote help the process of con-
verting the Labour Party
from an electoral machine
into a party which actively
intervenes in the daily
struggles of the working
class? The whole democracy
debate within the party must
be set in this context.

Unfortunately the bulk
of Labour’s left do not see
the democracy issue in this
light. For them, the Party
already has the political pro-
gramme but the leadership
lacks the will to carry it out.
The problem is therefore

The forerunners
Militant supported the FLN
in its fight for Algerian inde-
pendence against Trance
from 1954 to 1962. Many
differences can be drawn
between Algeria and
Northern Ireland, but also
many similarities.

Like the Northern Ire-
land Protestants, the Euro-
peans in Algeria [liercely
opposed the national libera-
tion struggle.

Many of them werc
working class, only maigin-
ally better oif than the
Muslims. (Indced,
World War II the main Euro-
pean working class arca of
Algeria had voted solidly
Communist).

result in the Russian bur-

eaucrats  following  suit,
and secondly with his deci-
sion to use shent nuciear
fuel from  commercial
nuclear reactors as a source
of weapons-grade pluton-
jumn, using top-secret laser
isotope separation ‘techno-

before*

scen as an organisational one
to win the accountability of
the Parliamentary Labour
Party. it is not scen as a step
towards qucstioning the
institute of parliament itself.

Marxists  within the
Labour Party must show
that while democracy is
important, the central ques-
tion is the nced for a sociat-
ist programme to replace the
present onc which is based
on trying to breathe new life
into capitalism.

At present the strength
of the unions via the block
vote means that they can get
what they want without the
responsibility of taking part
in the daily activities of the

o the saying ‘Al
natives are .the same’, the
colonised person replies ‘All
settlers are the same’ 7,
wrote the FLN's theorist
Frantz Fanon.

And sometimes — not
always — the FLN acted on
that principle. Its atrocities
were far worse than any-
thing the IRA has done.

In 1955 an FLN-led mob
slaughtered 71 Kuropeans at
random in Philippeville (in
reprisal, Eurapeans and the
Army killed some 12,000
Muslims). ’

in Algiers in 1957, FLN
commanders  told  their
squads to “‘kill any Luropean
between the ages of 18 and

7

54, But no women . . ' in

ron bomb works

logy to remove unwanted
contaminants.

The US government
thinks this is necessary, as
several reactors  which

usually produce plutonium
for bombs have been closed
down recently, while 'de-
mand’ for hombs is rising.

The particularly nasty
thing about the ERW is
that it is supposed to select-
ively kill people without
damaging property fhence
its nickname. ‘the capitalist
bomh't  Thev arme alsc
suppused to be usable in
“Yheatre wars lwhere the
war 1§ sonbned to a rela-
tively small arca, vather
than the whole world. The
relatively small aresa
designated by the Americ-
ans ai present is Europe).

How is all this supposed
to be achieved?

The typical A-bomb,
which works through the
breakdown or fission of
uranium or plutonium,

ic on lre

Labour Party. The historical
divorce between the political
and industrial wings of the
labour movement is there-
fore reinforced by the exis-
tence of the block vote.

For years the left in the
Labour Party opposed the
block vote and its cynical
manipulation by right wing
General Secretaries. .

However, now that some
major unions have shifted to
the left, the opposition to
the block vote has gone very
quiet.

The  Tribunites have
found seme Marxist allies in
arguing that the major prob-
lem with the block vote is
the lack of union consulta-

land

reprisal for the cxecution of
FLN prisoners,

49 people were killed at
random in four days. Later
in the ycar, a campaign of
cafe bombings killed 18 and
injured over 150,

Yet Militant, like other
Marxists, correctly suppor-
ted the VLN uagainst the
French: not only because
the atrocities of the French
werc ten times worse than
the FLN’s, but crucially
because of the socialist prin-
ciple of supporting oppres-
sed nations against their
oppressors.

Can Militant explain why
the same principle should
not apply in ireland?

RAY SAUNDERS
London

releases its energy as blast

150%), heat (35%), fall-
out 110%). and immediate
radiation {neutrons and
gamma rays: 9%}

A pure fusion bomb
(where two types of hydro-
gen are joined tagether
make helium in the same

a debate

tion with their members to
give the opportunity to man-
date delegates.

Their other objection to
the block vote is that union
delcgates at Labour Party
conferences are top heavy
with full-time officials.

The guestion of consul-
tation with the membership
of the unions and the com-
position of the delegations is
of course important_ But it is
the nature of the block vote,
not the way it is cast, which
is the real issue.

A single .union like the

- GMWU or AUEW can out-

vote all the combined votes
of the Constituency Parties.
All socialists must condemn
a scheme which produces
such absurd situations. The
block votc is a travesty of
democracy and it will remain
so regardless of whose hund
is on the voting card — right
wing Genera! Secrelary ot
rank and file activist.

To changc one’s opinion

‘of the block vote because

certain unions have moved
to the left is the height of
opportunist politics.

Full debatc within a
union on what its position
should be at Labour Party
conferences is cssential. The
composition of union dele-
gations and their method of
selection needs to be scruti-
niscd, However, mandation
is not the solution to our
problems.

['irstly it is impossible to
mandate union delegates for

every conceivable debate.
And more importantly, if
every delegate attends

conference knowing which
way to vote, why should
they bother to listen to the

by Les
Hearn

way as the sun produces its
energy} would produce its

energy mainly as immed- .

iate radiation (80%),
with unly 20% as blast and
heat, and little as fall-out.

All existing fusion bombs
{H-bombs) have a smalier
fission bemb_as a trigger,
and this makes them more
‘dirty” than & pure fusion
bomb. The ERW is ‘clean-
er’ than most, but would
release vnly 30-40% of its
energy as immediate radia-
tion. The rest would be
blast. heat, and failout.

So it's tar frem being
the ‘clean’ weapon that is
someumes ciglimed.

It is also intended w he
a smaller sort of bomb than
the usual vnes tound 10
the military stockpiles. This
is supposed to be so that
it can be used to knock out
the enemy's troops while
avoiding damage t0
cwvilians who are quite a
way from the field of battle

debate?

The decisien has alrcady
been madc. Unions might as
well send their votes in by
post and farget any confer-
cnee.

The untons’ voling
strength within the Labour
Party Is in urgent nced of
revision. Discussing manda-
tion and delegations is to
side step the issue.

The Wembley Conference
decision must bc welcomed
by socialists. But it must be
seen as part of a process of
moving towards the suprem-
acy of the annuul confer-
ence. . Having conference
decide who is to be leader,
and what the manifesto will
be, must mean abolishing thc
block vole.

[‘ollowing the Wembley
decision our task is to start
a debate on alternatives to
the block vote and how
whatever replaces it can help
unite the political and indus-
trial wings of the movement.

Several ideas have emer-
ged on what should replace
the block vote. One is that
instead of unions affiliating
nationally to the Labour
Party they should affiliate
their members’ paying the
political fevy through the
constituencies, This would
bring about the involvement
of trade unionists at the
grass roots of the Labour
Party.

The present system of
trade umion delegates to
Constituency GMCs and Dis-
trict Parties would be exten-
ded to cover the natibnal
conference.

At present the political
levy of an individual trade
unionist amounts to 40p per
year.

But
strength

when the voting
of the unions is
warked out this 40p is
counted as being equal to
the £35 ycarly subscription of
an actual I.abour Party mem-
ber.

One proposal is for the
unions to have the equiv-
alent of a financial vote, but
this could be manipulated by
unions who tfrequently revise
the numbers they affiliate
OTL,

Another area  which
needs reviewing is the fact
that at present a union’s
vatc is cast for or against a
proposal even though the
union may be divided on the
question, [t should be
possible to reflect the polit-
ical divisions in unions like
the AUFW in the way the
unioh casts its vote at con-
ference.

Write back to
Socialist
Organiser,
28 Middle
Lane,
London N8.

Some proposals to breal
down the national voics o
unions and incarporate then
into the local life of the
Labour Party contain manj
dangers: none more so thar
the proposal for Labou
Party tactory branches.

No onc should oppos
Labour Party members bein
politicatty active in thei
place of work, But an actua
factary branch contains the
danger af becomiry
dominated by irade unior
politics and parallelling th
afficial union struclure ir
the factory.

Shop stewards commit
tees may well become hostil
to what they see as a riva
body. If we are seeking :
unity between all sections o
the working class, anc
sympathetic middle clas
people, then factor)
branchcs won’t help thi
aim. }
Whatever option is finally
taken up the task is f
develop the social am
political objectives of th
whole movement by discuss
ing the role the union
should play within th
Labour Party. Some of th
above ideas may or may no
be the solution, but the:
indicate the areas which an3
debate on the block vot
must look at,

Such a debate is lon,
overdue.

DEREK CATTELI

NGA
sethack

Dear Editor,

Your NUJ correspor
dent was unfortunate]
wrong in one respect in th
Pergamon article last week
K is truc that Ken Hall wa
not elected Oxon and Berk
branch secretary of the NG:

* _ but only because he di

not stand.

I am sad to have t
report that he was electe
as president of the branc
after beating a Broad Lef
candidate. [t would be mic
to think that people like hir
were not being clected to
position like that. The fac
that they are shows that th
impact in structural terms o
the NGA of last year’s tock
out is still small.

Y ours fraternall
PETER MclNTYlE
N

{but if the field of battle is
all Burope, that's not very
reassuring!)

. To this end, a typical
ERW has an explosive yield
of 1000 tons of TNY
{1 kiloton), while the Hitu-
shima and Nagasaki bombs
had yields of about 13,000
wns of TNT.

Of this yield, about -350
tons would be given out &s
adiation {fast, penetrating
neuirons) while the other
850 wns worth would be
Leat and blast. This s
equivalent to about 30
hlockbusters (ithe largesl
conventional bumbs used
in World War 2).

"But the ERW would not
¢ what is claimed even if
it produced all its energy as

radiat®mn. The amount
radiation to immediate
incapacitate a tank crew
a phenomenal 16,000 rad
Exposure, to more the
600 rads leads to & linge
ing death, but this may tal
a fortnight. Imagine &
yage of an army that kne
1t was going to die suyway

As a by-product, a 0l
kiloton  acutron  bon
wound release 150 rads ov
an area of 1.1 syuare mil
(kiliing i0% of the popul
ticn b1 ahout two weeks
an rads over 1.7 squa
miles Idoubling the rate
mutation in fetuses), a
i4 rads over 2.1 squa
miles {rausing a plague
leukemia and other cance
up to 20 years later).




‘get organised!

by Dale Ackroyd

LEAKED confidential
papers from the Environ-
ment Department show the
full extent of the Thatcher
government's attack on the
education system. Between
1981 and 1984 an estimated
100,000 jobs in education
are to go — including
50,000 teachers and lect-
urers.

The figures are realistic-
ally likely to be greater —
as they are based on the
government’s own pie-in-
the-sky forecasts; inflation
is now running 2% above

target and  education
spending 3% above target.
This ‘overspending’ is

likely to0 be the excuse
for more savage cuts by the
Government in the future.
It is absolutely clear that
the Tories are embarking
on the full scale destruction
of the education system.
Students have to be roused
from apathy into joining a
working class fightback in
defence of our own indep-
endent interests.

i i

'_" Noll Ny

& st
PLIYTEDH
STnENTS UK

‘,'./V ¥ -

However the recently
imposed cut of 2,000 univ-
ersity places and the annual
erosion of the real value of
grants has provoked no
clear lead for students from
the NUS léadership.

An endless round of
innocuous protests, pray--
ins and picnics is all that is
on offer.

Socialist Organiser has
always pointed out the
reactionary role of the
Communist Party in selling
out industrial struggles.

The calibre of the CP
faithful in the student field
is shown up by SDP recruit
Sue Slipman, who resigned
from the Communist Party
after many years in its
leadership because she
thought the SDP had more
of a chance of implement-
ing ‘‘The British Road to
Socialism’'}

Socialist Organiser
students are committed to
transforming NOLS into
a campaigning students’
organisation based on rev-
olutionary politics.
This means not on

5

o i %
Just more protests — or will students start fighting to win?

Caribbean

Labour
solidarity

by Ken Fuller (Caribbean
Labour Solidarity)

SINCE the elections in Jam-
aica last October 30th, there
have been firm indications
that Edward Seaga’s right-
wing Jamaican Labour Party
overnment is moving to
imit effective opposition to

its monetarist policies.

Most blatant has been the
attack on the media. At the
Jamaican Broadcasting Corp-
there have been
numerous sackings and ‘red-
undancies’ (these jobs were
immediately advertised, until
the journalists obtained a

oration,

Supreme Court injunction).

The Daily News, in which
the State' has the majority
and which has
shown that- it has the cour-

e to carry material critical
3 the Seaga government, is

holding,

. cugrently up for sae.

The Struggle, hﬁnﬁ’ﬂg
paper of the Wotkess’

of Jamaica, which m-wg

‘he previous

goreEnameint ‘
I~ Michael Maniey’s PNP, was
- smfermed earlier this yeas by
4ts printer that it mast post a
50 -dollar bond, snd that
its print costs have been

trebled.

- Meanwhile, D K Dusmcan, -
goneral secretary of the PNF,

has had a series of charges
levelled at him since the
elections.

Most have _either been

dropped -or thrown out of
court, but the most serious,
illegat possession of a fire-

arm, Temains,

Duncan will appear in the
Gun Court in September. If
found guilty, he could face a

life sentence.

Duncan is reckoned to be
a fine political organiser, and
. is the leader of the left with-

in his party.

The London-based Carib-
bean Labous Solidarity is

conducting a campaign on

these issues, which it sees as
-politically connected, The
campaign calls for protests
to Seaga regarding his treai-
ment of the media and the
victimisation of Duncan, and
requests. .danations, to be
Duncan’s)
expensts and Strogale’s;
drive -to-. mbguite its .Own

divided between
leg_al

17th, ‘Dosmtions

quests for’ copies of the

appeal dhomiid be sent to:

Ken ¥ulery CLS, 13- ;
Ko St Eandon W2SNT, 4

ly a

relentless struggle against
the “‘Clause Four’’ leader-
ship of NOLS and its bur-
eaucratic rule, but also
agninst the fake-Trotskyist
Militant Tendency with its
sterile propaganda app-
roach, backward positions
on women and gays and a
profoundly
vinist position on the
question of Ireland and the
Republican hunger stri-
kers.. )
It is against this back-
ground that the first nat-
ional Socialist Organiser
Student Caucus is being

convened. Open to studehy

members and supporters of
SO, it will agree our pro-
gramme and activity for the
next year, based on our
experiences in fighting
for revolutionary politics in

NOLS, the SSA, NUS and

the Labour Party.

SO STUDENT'S CAUCUS

Satarday 22nd August at
Barmmes Wallis Building,
UMIST, Manchester.
Pooled fare. Ring Bradford
666629 for further detail

[/

British chau-

Brains of

THERE IS nothing like a
dying child to bring out the
worst in the press.

Remember the little
Italian boy who dicd a slow
and agonising death after
falling down a well shaft?
How could you forget it?
it was good box office
with close up shots of griev-
ing parents on television and
line drawings in the papers,
both quality and gutter, to
illustrate where the child was
lying.

Now less rich in detail,
but richer by far in satisfy-
ing moral humbug comes the
case of the Mongol child
‘condemned to live’ by the
Court of Appeal.

{Different though each
case is, they both differ
dramatically from the thous-

_ ands of children in Britain

and other ‘advanced’ capit-
alist societies whose brains
and lives are being dimmed
by lead poiscning. Bourgeois
morality is ideally tailored to
‘individual’ agonising but
falls apart when confronted
with  perfectly avoidable
mass suffering).

Mongolism — more accur-
ately known as Down’s
Syndrome - produces
children who are able to
learn to walk and run but
whose mental age never
passes that of a small child.

The problems for parents
are immense in a society
where care of the mentally
and physically handicapped
is pushcd back 99% (and
now mor¢ and more) onto
the family.

In children who suirvive
through their 20s into their
30s the effect on a family
(and inevitably mostly on

v

the woman) is devastating.

{There are even special
voluntary societies sprung up
to help the brothers and
sisters of mentally handi-
capped children).

As the parents grow old

they have o cope — usuvally

alone and with a monthly
or bi-monthly visit from a
social worker — with a large
and uncontrollable child
whose physical sexual devel-
opment is complete, and
whose need for attention is
more than that of an active
two year old child,

It is litcle wonder that
the most common wish of
Down’s Syndrome parents is
that their child dies before
they do.

That is the background
to the court of appeal ruling
and the sensational publicity
it attracted. .

In a socialist sociely the
question would be ome' of
what kind of life a child
could expect from society
(it is at least possible that
the decision would super-
ficially be the same as that

made by the appeal court).

But in capitalist Britain
the question is posed in a
different way: who has
ownership rights over the
child?

In the first place the
parents are left to ‘agonise’
over the decision. Whatever
the final outcome it is ‘their’
decision. Once the court has
decided otherwise the child
is a2 ‘ward of court’ — or to
put it crudely the state
decides to transfer the rights
of ownership from the
parents to the judges.

Had the parents becn
working class the press

Labour’s right
wing? ¥

ROY Hattersley, fast making
a name for himself as the
brains of Labour’s Right,
has called for the Labour
Party to commit itself to
discrimination in employ-
ment in favour of young
blacks.

“The time has come to
change the law so employ-
-ers, both public and private,
are obliged to give them a
fair deal. Without such affir-
mative action, young blacks
and Asians will be held back
‘permanently.”

He’s clearly worried that
a society that offers them
“nothing except despair and
the dole™ is driving itsell
down the road to increased
wrban chaos. But there’s
another side to it: when he
floated the idca at the TUC-
Labour Party Liaison Com-
raittee, it laid bare the
‘Y efts” soft underbelly of
ationalism and pandering 10
Sk backwardness that axists
i the Yabour movement.
“Norman Atkinson stated
Bbigntly that the trade wions
would not accept a.”%

“dAraft” into the factories — a
' semark rightly condemned as

“parroting  prejudices” by
Fisher who argued il
‘was the job of the*tabour

movement to argue against
such ideas.

Eric Heffer said that if
the Labour Party discrimina-

‘ted in favour of blacks it

would open the way for the
fascists — a logic that would
justify the mass deportation
of the black population as a
way of preventing racist
violence.

Hattersley’s not daft. He
repeated the call, throwing
down a clear chailenge to the
NEC that if they can support
other “unpopular” policies
and win the support of the
electorate: *‘1 hope they are
prepared to evangelise for a
fairer employment deal for
the ethnic minorities. If they
are not, there are others who
are prepared to fight on their
behalf.”

It's up do-ghe real Left in

the Pasfy’ %o - fight for *-
positive pasion and
roG1 gt . muck that
clings < ) Aoot-heeks
of the: i -nationat
ism.. IF 4  ¢he Tight
wing wilfy & stid
beat us wath. A they'd be
right

EP. fabour his-
torian wolear publi-

,,,,,,,

i

Hattersley -
cist, has had his invitation to

deliver the Dimbleby
Lecture withdrawn on
instructions from fan

Trethowan, Director General
of the BBC.

Perhaps they were
wotried by the apparently
magical power of the
Dimbleby Lecture to trans-
form odd ideas into reality.
Previous lecturers have been
Roy Jenkins, floating the
idea of a Centre Party, and
Lord Denning arguing that

jdges should be given more
Power-over politicians,

;¥ fhompson was intending
40-speak on the break-up of -

) war  siructires  amd

N . One whisper owtx .
e 2ir waves and we thight
Mgye

_ Janses, Phew, near miss!

m Labour Party isiaunch-

jost all our -

campaign to get peopie

DU EE B 2 2 S

sll your tpoll - ¥eu've besn:

job. % : W
between

hously

would no doubt have had a
different angle. But we are
told (by the Daily Mail)
that they are ‘“‘responsible
cultured people’”. (In fagt
the Mail goes on to give
enough detail about the

arents to invalidate the
judges’ ruling that the family
be not identified).

All the papers posed the
question as balancing ‘moral
questions’ or as the parents’
QC put it most crassly: “the
case touches upon the value
of human life itself.”

Language

Not one  of the gutter
papers explained anything
about mongolism and what
kind of nursing and care a
Down’s Syndrome baby
needs, Instead their head-
lines expressed themselves in
the language of the murder
court,

“This Baby Must Live” -
Sun and Express; “Judge
Saves Baby’s Life” — Star;
“A Chance of Life” — Daily
Mait,

Their first paragraphs
{which are supposed to sum-
marise the essence of the
story) also captured bour-
geois methods of thought
precisely.

The Sun said:

‘A Battle over whether a
new-born baby should live or
die was fought out in court
yesterday.”

The Star — continuing
with gallows language -
said: .

“A 10-day old Mongol
girl condemend to die was
given the chance of life by
two Appeal judges vyester-
day.”
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The Daily Mail, some-
what long-windedly but cap-
turing all the various strands
— said:

A desperately ilt mongol
baby was given the chance ot
life by two senior judges
yesterday after her parents
had taken the heartbreaking
decision to let her die.”

There is an obvious and
alarming extension to the
court (and the press) reac-
tion, particularly as Down’s
Syndrome foetus are aborted
when they are picked up in
screening (how about an
inquiry into why this one
was missed). With courts and
the press ruling in favour of
medical intervention in the
case of this baby, how long
before they extend the
argument to argue against
abortions.

The case will be hailed
by the Life lobby (who
invariably portray Down’s
Syndrome babies as happy,
lovable little darlings) and
will use it to argue for court
intervention against
abortions.

Screamed

But the liberal press,
which takes a cautious view
of the judges’ ruling and
believes that courts ‘ought
not to intecfere’ has nothing
progressive to offer. Their
solution is simply to dump
the problem back onto the
family's tap. Back to the
agony, the big headlines.

Meanwhile, according to
the Star, after the case:

“The mother screamed:
“Leave me alone”. Whom
did they think she was
shouting at?

to claim all the benefits

_they're entitled to. It’s esti-

mated. that £340 million in
benefits go unclaimed. This
is not what the Tories mean,
however, when they talk
about abuse. They spent
5,640 person years and £54
million on specialist anti-
fraud and abuse investiga-
tion in 1980/81. And
according to Hugh Rossi,

Minister for Social Security,

they estimate they've saved

£40 million. You said it,
Hugh!

YOUTH
first the good news . . . you
are not alone. In nearly
every OECD country (i.e.
Western
nations) the uwnemployment
rate for youth is higher than

for adults, and the gap is
widening. in ity and Si’a:

unemployment:

industrialised

youth  unecdspéeyment
pushing 30%. . < - - -
Now ihe bed news: it's.

. 23 and over, for every year
below 23 it was reduced by
7%%. But
upped (or is it downed?) ®
to 10% for every year under
23. :

takes a
Margaret Thatcher has rigged
up a fiendishly clever scheme
whereby employers are actu-
ally bribed to pay youag
workers peanuts, Informed
sonrces, though, think e
idea won’t tnkr; off because
pmployers prefer
“eheaper  labour

males rose from 45% of an
adult male’s in 1948 to 62%

in 1977,

Not to worry, though, a
solution is at hand: cheap
labour, The Dutch have been
forging ahead here. They
have a legal minimum wage
which applies to people of

now they've

Lest our national pride
tumble  here,

the eveh
scheme f 3
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A STEP TOWARDS

BL PAY

BL workers took a step
towards confrontation
with Michael Edwatdes in
a series of meetings which
took place last week.

The current wage
agreement for BL workers
terminates on November
ist and the claim for the
1981/2 period is due to be
lodged with management
in the month of August.

But BL workers have
many problems before
they can take Edwardes
on, not least the problem
of the committee to nego-
tiate the claim.

Currently, there is no
National Joint Negotia-
ting Committee (NJNC) in
existence within  BL.
There is therefore no one
able to submit or nego-
tiate a new wage claim.

The General Secretar-
ies of the main unions in
BL, principally Moss
Evans and Terry Duffy,
agreed to reconstitution
of the NINC as part of
the sellout formula for the
1979/80 wage review —
when Edwardes said
accept the deal and clock
in on Monday morning or
be sacked.

Both Edwardes and the
General Secretaries saw it
as a move towards a less

representative body,
dominated entirely by the
national officials. ,

The NINC was finally
disbanded after the sell-
out of last year's 1980/81
review, when a series of
mass meetings voted no

by Stan Crooke and
Hugh McClung

FOLLOWING on the exam-
ple set by Trades Councils
in Alloa and Falkirk, an
“Unemployed . Workers’
Association’’ has now been
set up in Stirling as well,
at an inaugural meeting
held at the end of July.

Such an association, link-
ing up the unemployed and
employed, is badly needed
in Stirling and the rest of
Central Scotland: in the
past 12 months unemp-

ion has shot up by 54% and
in Stirling itself by 43% .
The principal aims of the
§ UWA, as laid down by the
constitution accepted by
¥ the inaugural meeting, are:
ll to set up and run unemp-
loyed centres; to provide
d advice on unemployment
and supplementary bene-
fits; to encourage the
unemployed to be in a
union; and to ovrganise
support for workers strugg-
ling against short time and
redundancies.

loyment in the Central Reg- -

confidence in it. Since
then Edwardes has taken
the initiative and tabled a
very dangerous new pro-
cedure document, which
among other things, calls
for an NINC comprised

entirely of full time
officials.
Ken Cure

In July TGWU Senior
Stewards threw it out, but.
Ken Cure, the AUEW
Executive Council man
responsible for BL, has
obstructed such a decision
being taken within the
AUEW.

BL workets are there-
fore now faced with a
complicated situation.
They have to tackle the
problem of the negotia-
ting committee before
they can begin to effect-
ively tackle the wage
review itseif.

Already it is clear that
militancy is very high.
The bulk of production
workers are on a flat rate
of £94 — the product of
repeated sell-outs. On top
of this they have seen
Edwardes’ own recent
38% increase.

But T&G  National
Automotive - Officer
Hawley will check this
militancy if he can. He
has now sent a letter to
the convenors asking their
opinion as to what the
claim should be and ask-
ing them to teply by Aug-
ust 21st.

Stifling jobless
organise

The UWA also aims ‘‘to
impress upon the govern-
ment and local authorities
the need for increasing
employment. Failing this to
assist in bringing about the
conditions to replace these
representatives’’ — a
formulation which repres-
ents an uneasy comprom-
jse between the STUC
‘strategy’ of ‘forcing the
Tories to change their- pol-
icies’* and a fight to force
the Tories out of office.

Demonstration

Members of the UWA
have already been active in
carrving out such policies.

When the July unemp-
joyment figures were ann-
ounced. a demonstration
was held outside the Job

Centre in Stirling (the Dep-

artment of Employment off-
ices were closed because of
the civil servants strikel. At
a meeting held immediately
after the dedonstration it
was agreed to hold such a
demonstration every
month, when the unemp-
loyment figures are ann-

This effectively puts
everything into his hands.
He can then decide the
claim and the method of
negotiations — which, as
far as he is concerned,
will be through the nat-
ional officers.

Faced with this situa-
tion, the role of the Com-
bine Committee is partic-
ularly important, since it
is the only representative
body which can coordin-
ate a claim. (it is also the
correct body).

But the CP-led Com-

‘bine Committee, which is

overdue a meeting by
more than a month, is not
due to meet until August
28th — by which time

ounced.

Members of the UWA
have also been active in
boycotts of local shops sell-
ing Lee Jeans, which have
been initiated by the
“Right to Work Cam-
paign”’/SWP, and have
already produced the first
issue of “‘Broo Bulletin’’, a
monthly newssheet which
provides information on the
activities of the UWA,
advice on claiming bene-
fits, and coverage of both
local and national industrial
disputes.

The UWA, despite some
political limitations, marks
a real step forward in build-
ing a united fight of both
unemploved and emploved
against job losses in and
around Stirling.

Conference

The next step for Stir- |
ling UWA . ulong with other
Seottish UWAs, should be ]
to call a Scotiand-wide
conference against uneimp-
loyment along the lines of
the one recently held in
Leicester.

CONFRONTATION O

by BILL PETERS

Hawley and Cure will
have stitched the claim
up.
This situation has res-
ulted in various plants
formulating their own
claims, some with very
dangerous implications.

Longbridge has called
for 17% across the board.
Not 17% on the basic rate
but 17% of the basic
tate plus the full bonus
potential of £22.00

This is a very danger-
ous move indeed. It will
be management who will
want to negotiate on
bonus and forget the basic
rate and this plays
straight into their hands.
The mere mention of

bonus gives management
a loophole.

The bonus scheme was
not in any case negotiated
or agreed by the trade
unions — it was imposed
by Edwardes. Manage-
ment controls all the crit-
eria. This means that
Edwardes can give bonus
money away with one
hand, take it away with
the other and cut jobs at
the same time.

Ad hoc

The other dangerous
position adopted at Long-
bridge is to call for an
“‘ad hoc’’ committee to
negotiate the review.

- negotiations

Don’t leave the claim in the hands of Grenville Hawley

{abovel and the full-timers!

Such a committee
would simply allow nego-
tiations to proceed with
no solution to the problem
of the NJNC. The door
would be left wide open
for Edwardes to force in
his new procedure doc-
ument and establish an
NJNC for next year com-
prised entirely of full
time officials.

But Longbridge is not
alone in adopting danger-
our policies.

Jaguar

Jaguar convenors have
proposed limiting their
claim to £12.50 arguing
that jobs are more import-
ant than money. They, of
course, have spent the
last few months giving
jobs away by the hundred.

The clearest lead on the
wage review has been
given by the stewards at
the Cowley Assembly
Plant.

They met off plant last
Friday (7th), after being
refused facilities by the
management, and passed
the following resolution:

# £20 across the board
on the grade rate — no
on the
bonus; ,

* An emergency meet-
ing of the Combine
Committee on Saturday
August 15th to agree a
common claim;

* Reconstitution of the
NJNC as an elected

7 body, on the basis of

TUC maps out
youth ‘campaign’

ONE IN two school leavers
will not get a job.

Youth in despair, fight-
ing against the daily
harassment of the police
and the racists, have
poured onto the streets in
their thousands in a wave
of riots, rocking the country
to its foundations.

And the response of the
leadership of the 11 million

strong organised labour
movement?

Would you believe -- &
train ride round the
country?

This massive assault ag-
ainst unemployment has
been unveiled by Len Murr-
ay. A 'Job Express carry-
ing 400 unemployed young

g people will wour all the

sountry’s main black spots
w1 the last week of Nov-
ember.

On 28-29-30 November.
the campaign will climsx
with railies. festivalz and
lobbies of Parliament in
London. The TUC will be
working with the Natinmak

§

Len Murreay

Union of Students, British
Youth Council, Youthaid.
and the Nativnal Assucia-
won of Asiat Youth.
Instead of a real fight-
back. drawing in the mill-
ions of unionised workers Lo
fight for « 35 hour week and
for work-sharing without
Joss of pay. and an effect-
ive campaign to unionise

the unemployed, the TUC
just plans another big
publicity exercise.

And at the same time it
is doing its best to make
sure unemployed - centres
round the country remain
‘pon-political’ and under
the firm control of union
officials, councillors, and
the Manpower Services
Commission.

Large rallies will be held,
anger against the Tories
will reach new heights,
Thatcher will be begged to
do a U-urn — but in the
end nothing will happen...
except resentment among
militant youth at having
been taken for a ride yet

again. ]
Socialist Organiser and
Ciass Fighter aupporters

must get organising now
to be present at the railies.,
the demonstrations, and
the lobbies, and to offer
the youth a reat alternative
for fighting the bosses.

ALEXIS CARRAS

proportional  represent-
ation and accountable to
the membership. If this is
not achieved, the T&G, as
the major union, should
negotiate the claim sep-
arately.

Spearhead

That resolution was put
to a mass meeting on
Tuesday 11th and carried
by a big majority.

With the backing of the
mass meeting it should
become the spearhead of
the review.

The Combine Comm
ittee should adopt it on
Saturday 15th and move
quickly to take the init
iative from Edwardes.

The betrayals of recen
years have given Ed
wardes some very import
ant advantages.

Not only is there ne
negotiating  committee
but Edwardes has a rigid
ly centralised wage bar
gaining structure. It bar:
any negotiations at loca
level, yet the bonus struc
ture creates widely diff
ering rates in every plant

Shop stewards

But these potentiall
divisive conditions ca
be overcome by the mili
ancy of the BL workforce
if they are given a clea
lead from the shop stew
ards’ movement,

If Company tactic
alongside the betrayals b
the national officers, pre
vent a united response t
Edwardes, then the oblis
ation will be on th
strongest plants to give.
lead and call upon th
rest to follow.

If this kind of initiativ
is taken the call will
answered by BL worker
they have had enough
low wages; they ha
had enough of Edwarde
they have had enough -
compromise and retreat.

LEYLAND
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Lee
Jeans
deal
this
week?

" by John Lister

HOPES ARE high that this
week will see the conclu-
sion of a deal for the sale of
the occupied Lee Jeans
factory in Greenock to a
new buyer. -

The workforce, originally
240, has fallen to 140
during the marathon sit-in
struggle, which has been
the sole example of resist-
ance to the closures and
redundancies now rife in
the textile industry.

But right up to the last
moment there are doubts if
the deal will go through.
The owners, Vanity Fair,
are sticking firm on their
asking price for the plant,
despite the fact that their
figures for the last quarter
ghow profits up by more
than £1 million compared
to the same period last
year.

New buyer Nigel Wright,
of the Dickie Dirts chain,
has offered £150,000 short
of the VF price.

And if the deal were to
fell through at the last
minute, the women occupy-
ing the plant would find
themselves left high and
dry. Their union, the
NUTGW, made its final
payment of strike pay in
the first week in August,
and insists that it is no
longer in dispute with Van-
ity Fair — before any deal
has been signed to change
the ownership of the plant.

Whatever the outcome
of the present financial
negotiations, NUTGW
members should take up a
campaign against  this
treacherous behaviour of
their Executive Committee,
and in particular the Com-
munist Party members of
that commitiee who pro-
posed the withdrawal of
official support.

by Brian Yates
AS THE OCCUPATION

at St Mary’s Hospital,
Harrow Rd, enters its
eighth week, we have

started to see how man-
agement plans to-imple-
ment the cuts.

Documents from the
Unit Management Team
have fallen into the
hands of the workers’
Occupation Committee,
and show that they plan
to close down three
wards — Wards 4, A2,
and A3 — cutting our
bed-state to 308.

This follows the two
wards and the rheumatol-
ogy unit which have shut
in the last 12 months.

But last weck we won
a small victory.

A leak from District
on Thursday 6th told us
that nurse recruitment
would be frozen. Stud-
ent nurses and others
would not be taken on,
as from September.

Hurried

A hurriedly arranged
meeting in the canteen
on Thursday evening de-
cided to hold a mass
meeting on Friday after-
noaon.

On the Friday morn-
ing, management ann-

ounced that it was all a.

terrible mistake, and ad-
verts for new staff went
to the nursing magazines
before dinner time.

Under these circum-
stances only 45 people
turned up for the meet-
ing on Friday afternoon.
But those who did in-
cluded many nurses pre-
viously inactive,

They heard the‘Occ-
upation Committee spell
out the lessons of what
had happened, and stress
that unity was the key to

coe e

saving the hospital.

S{ Mary’s staff are
hoping now that union-
ised nurses will apply for
these vacancies.

Management  harass-
ment of staff continues,
and a domestic has rec-
eived a warning for not
conforming to instruct-
ions to clean floors.

Management has also
threatened to break into
the TGWU offices. The
union has ~refused to
move to make way for
the new handicapped
unit that they are crect-
ing until management
offer adequate alternat-
ive facilities which
they refuse to do.

Meanwhile, nothing

has becn heard from the
Minister.. It is possible

LAURENCE SCOTTS workers are continuing
their fight for jobs despite union leaders’ sell-

outs and court writs. PAUL MUDDLE reports.

“THE most grievous bloody
thing about this is the way
the AUEW and the Confed
have sold us down the river™.

That  wuas the general
view at the 400-strong mass
meeting of Laurence Scotts
workers on Monday morning
10th August.

Bailitts

But, as convenor Dennis
Barry told Socialist Organis-
er. there is now greater coms-
mitment than cver by the
warkers ovcupying Lanrence
Scotts to prevent closure.

The meeting agreed to
remain in occupation until
Lhe baililfs arise, not to resist
physically, but lo continue
to picket the factory and
prevent movement of the
€2 million worth ot work
still inside.

The writ scrved on the

that the decision about
closures has alrcady been
taken, but has not been
announced because of
the occupation.

On Saturday after-
noon, 8th, only one doc-
tor was working in the
threatened casualty unit,
and patients were forced
to queue for five hours
and more. Management
had ruled that staff could
not call in extra doctors.

They are apparently
intending to run down
this hospital by giving it
a bad name and making
patients suffer.

If they are incapable
of providing an adequate
service, and spend their
time harassing staff and
attacking the wunions,
then it’s time they were

Socialist Organiser Alliance

To make Socialist Organiser a real campaigning paper that
can organise the left in the movement, it needs its own
organised activist support — and money.

Local supporters’ groups have been established in most
big towns to build a real base for the paper.

Supporters are asked to undertake to sell a minimum of
six papers an issue and to contribute at [east £1a month
{20p for unwaged). So becoming a supporter helps build
our circulation and gives the paper a firmer financial base.

I you like Socialist Organiser, think it's doing a good
job, but realise that it can’t possibly do enough uniess you
help, become a card-carrying supporter.

Fill in the form below and send it to: Socialist Organiser,
¢/0 28 Middle Lane, London N8. .

i want more informationCJ/1 wish to become a Socialist

Organiser supporter(]

workforce last Wednesday,
4th, came in the wake of
the union lcaders' betrayal.
Official backing wus with-
drawn when LS  owner
Arthur Snipe put forward
insulting ‘scttlement’ propos-
als — a reprieve for three
months, on a 2-day week!

Now not only the AULW
but also other Confed
unions, including the T&G,
have stopped strike pay and
told their members to return
to wark.

Pickets

A campaign s needed
now (0 condemn the Contfed
union leaderships, to get fin-
ancial support for the work-
ers, and to give practical
backing on the picket lincs.

*  Messuges/moncey: ISSC,
¢fo George I'ryer, 20 Round
Croft, Romilly. Cheshire.

CHRISTINE CADIN

T& G branch secretary Joe Beckles

put out of the occupa-
tion!

Messages/money:  John
Dolan, ¢fo Cashicr’s De-

Sas g PRSI
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“I'VE PUT all the comprom-
ises to them I can think of,
and 1 don’t know how we
can go from there™, said rail
union leader Sid Weighcli
after talks with BR bosses.

No amount of wriggling
will get round the fact that
BR is simply refusing to pay
an official arbitration award.
And rank and file tailwork-
ers are strongly suwpporting
the unions’ call for 3 strike
from August 30th,

£58 basic

‘Railman’ grade workers
get a basic £38.75 a week,
They have to work an aver-
age 52 hours a week for 2
living wage, and BR workers’
overall average work-week is
about one-third longer than
railworkers anywhere else in
western Europe.

The arbitration award —
11%, in two stages — will do
no more than stop this mis-
erable standard of living
being made much worse by
intlation, Yet BR bosses are
demanding a productivity
deal as their condition even
for 11%,

Management threat to break
into St Mary’s union office

partment, St Mary’s Hos-
pital, Harrow Rd, W9,

*Support the picket line:
8am to Spm every day.

SOLD DOWN THE RIVER- g.cing for
UT MORE DETERMINED rail strike
THAN EVER!!

The d:al would mean
38,000 redundancies over
the next five years.

.inlworkers need to org-
anise now, to prepare for the
strike, and to stop Weighell
thinking of even more and
worse compromises!

NGA General Secretary Joe
Wade bhas called upon
Pergamon Press boss
Robert Maxwell to negot-
iate with the NUJ.

Nine journalists have

been on strike at Pergamon
for 22 weeks. But NGA
members at the Oxford firm
c_onti.nue {o cross the picket -
lines, despite the fact that
part of the dispute is over
the NUJ chapel’s insistence
on an agreement which
would protect NGA jobs
against new technology.

Donations and messages
should be sent to Strike
Committee, 5 Union Street,
Oxford

F1
attacks
unions

by Ctlare Russell

THE FINANCIAL Timges is
set on breaking the
strength of the print unions.

Nineteen NGA machine
managers have rejected the
bosses’ proposed pay-and-
conditions agreement, and
scheduled a strike for Sep-
tember 4th. The Financial
Times has replied by
announcing that it will
lock out all 600 printwork-
ers from September 4th,
and continue publishing
the paper ‘by any means
it can’

Frankfurt

This probably means
printing abroad — perhaps
on the FT’s cxisting Frank-
furt presses.

When the Times locked
out its workers, it tried
printing in West Germany,
too — and had to give up
the idea after demonstra-
tions by - West Germun
trade unjonists.

Blacking action by
SOGAT distribution work-
ers could equally block the
FT’s union-smashing plans.

Organising for solidar-
jty should start now.

Militants welcome
weekly SO

SUBSCRIBE!

Special cut-price offer for the new
weekly: £3.50 for six months, £6 for six
months, £11 for ayear.

OXFORD TRADES Union
Council president GERRY
CASEY told us:

“1 welcome the weekly
edition of Socialist Organiser
as an informed and highly
interesting paper on the left.

“Iis well-researched feat-
ures, some of which are fort-
unately retained from Social-
ist Press, should provide its
readers  with  up-to-the-
minute information, as well
as in-depth political debate.

“Best wishes for the
paper’s future™,

Despite  the  holidays,
many supporters have
reported  bettes-than-average
sales.

Now we need to turn the
goodwilt into matevial
support fund contribu-
tions, new card-varrying sup-
portees, and sponsorships,

Send  contributions
Sowialist Ovganiser, 28
Middle Tane, ) ondon N&.

0

Send to: Socialist Organiser, 28 Middle
Lane, London N8. Cheques payable to

Socialist Organiser.
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Lothian test| arrested youth!|

of tenacity

by Rowland Sheret

ION 27 Iune, the Scottish
Council of the Labour Party
decided to set up a Council
of Action to fight tht new
round of local government
expenditure cuts in Scot-
land.

At the special conference
held that day in Glasgow,
George Galloway, Chair-
person of the Scottish Coun-
cil, described the action
committee as a ‘council of
war’ which would involve
the Scottish Parliamentary

Labour Group and the
General Council of the
STUC along with the
Labour controlled local
authorities,
No concessions
At the special confer-

ence delegates were urged to
ensure that local authority
Labour Groups made no
concessions to George
Younger, Secretary of State
for Scotland. 1n return the
Scottish Council were to
co-ordinate the labour move-
ment  in Scotland through
the Council of Action to give
support to the Councils and
councillors defying Younger.

The one tangible sign of
action is the demonstration
in Edinburgh called in,
support of Lothian Regional
Council on Saturday 12 Sep-
tember.

‘Howeyer much more
needs to be done in encour-
aging a united front from the
councils under attack and in
gaining suppost from Scot-
land’s trade union leadership
by a campaign among the
membership for industrial
action to be taken against
the cuts.

Cracks

Cracks are appearing in
the ranks. Stirling District
Council Labour Gsoup are
considering making an offer
of cuts to Younger. At a
time when Lothian is reach-
ing a crunch situation such
an offer would be disastrous.

Stirling, Dundee and
Lothian, in all of whose
Labour Groups the Labour
Coordinating Committee has
a big influence, are the
front line councils under
immediate  threat  from
Younger. For Stitding to
break ranks would put
greater pressure on the other
two.

Stirling District Labour
Party has still to discuss the
Labour Group’s report on
the latest developments and
they meet next on Monday
17 August.

Stand firm

Delegates have to be
encouraged to advise the
Labour Group to remain
firm and refuse to make the
cuts. )
The Scottish Council of
the Labour Party should
make that advice cleay and

int - oud -to fhe  Lhbofr
Emp the effect on the

THIS WEEK the Tories are imposing their £47 million pen-
alties on Lothian Council.

The Labour-controlled Region has refused Tory demands
to slash its budget, and will now be penalised at the fate of
£1.5 million a week.

On Thursday 13th the council meets. The Tories, Liberals
and SDP will be proposing a £26 million cuts package —
mutilating services and freezing job vacancies, but not sack-
ing council workezs immediately.

Last week’s Labour Weekly announced that the Labour
group ‘‘is resigned to the fact that it will have to make cuts
once Younger has withheld the money... probably around
£21 million”’.

The story was untrue — and no help to the struggle!

‘But. unfortunately, left-wing Labour councillors are likely to

go for a £10 million cuts package on Thursday.

This package is supposed to avoid all cuta in jobs and serv-
ices, and trim the budget by 210 million merely throngh
juggling emounts like a 25 million subsidy the council
wanted to pay which was blocked by the Tories. And it is
supposed to gain time.

But it is surely more
muddy the issue.

Meanwhile, the Lothian Action Committee is meeting on
Wednesday 12th. Socialist Organiser supporters will be
pressing for urgent steps to convene the national action con-
ference called for by a July 25th conference in Lothian and
by many activists right across the country.

. % Contact: Lothian Action Committee, Ruskin House,
15 Windsor St, Edinburgh.

likely to blunt the struggle and

Cuts supremo Heseltine

such as Gilasgow District
Council who will face the
next rtound of cuts have
gtated their determination to
resist Younger.

The Council of Action
should act to maintain 2
united front and campaign
for more tangible sapport

overall fight of them making
a separate peace.
Support for Iothian’s
stand has been building up.
Local authorities in England
and Wales such as the GLC
have given statements of -
support, ‘

". Soottish local guthorities,  fire.

. .action for the councils'ynder -

3000 YOUTH have been
arrested over the past few
weeks, charged with threat-
ening behaviour, criminal
damage, breach of the peace,
and countless other charges,

Most of them are being
held for the “crime” of
being on the streets a night
when there was a riot,

We know what the Tories
think. We've had it all
screamed at us day after day
from the bosses’ press —
‘Hooliganism’, ‘Inadequate
parents’, ‘Greed ...

We know what the
Labour leaders think: “OK,
the cause is unemployment,
but really the police shouid
be allowed to get on with
their job.”

The TUC see the regen-
eration of inner city areas
as the solution. Big deal, But
what have we heard about
the 3,000 youth arrested —
many of them still in the
detention centres where they
have been sent to keep them
off the streets, many of
them refused bail or legal
aid?

Some of them have been
beaten so badly they’re
scarred for life. One is dead.

What has anyone had to
say in their defence? The
truth is that the Labour
Party and trade union
leaders have been absolutely
silent. Only a few Labour
Parties have come out and
demanded that the charges
alt be dropped.

Whose side is the labour
movement on?

If the labour movement

still won’t hear the youth

Sup
stri

THE DEATH of Thomas
McElwee, the ninth repub-
lican hunger striker to die in
the struggle for political
status, went ajmost without
a mention in the British
media.

And it went completely
without mention in the
British labour movement.

Labour and trade union
leaders, reluctant to fight the
Thatcher government in
Britain, are even more reloc-
tant to take a stand against
the government’s brutal
policies of repression in Ite-
land.

Ruthless

Duffy and other union
leaders move  tuthlessly
against workers at Plansee,
Laurence Scott and Lee
Jeans who take action in
defence of jobs: likewise the
TUC and Labour leaders join
the Tory onslaught on the
republican militants who
fight to rid their country of
British troops.

But in Ireland the sup-
port for the hunger strikers
remains sohid: it is even
making political advances.

Last week saw a SUCCess-
-ful lobby. -of. the SDLP
constituency party in Fer:

after these riots — where will
the youth turn?

What’s needed is 2 cam-
paign to defend the 3,000
who were arrested for finally
turning round and saying
“That’s enough — we won’t
take any more” — something
we are still waiting for the
Labour Party and trade
union Jeaders to do.

For taking desperate
action youth are now being
physically kept off the
streets, many facing sen-
tences of months, even years
in jail,

Crippling fines of
hundreds of pounds are
normal. These youth are
being made an example of —
the state is saying loud and
clear “Shant up, and stay
home — or you'll get locked

‘up.” =

Defence

The labour movement
must not stand by and let
this . happen. These youth
must be defended and won
to the ranks of the labour
movement.

We need a national cam-
paign of meetings, pickets of
the courts, statements, mass
ieaflettings to show where
the Labour Party and the
trade unions stand — on the
side of the youth in jail.

The National Left Wing
Youth Movement and its
paper Class Fighter as part of
the LPYS, is organising
defence meetings and has
produced a speciai Class
Fighter broadsheet on the
niots,

ort the hunger

ers!

managh/South Tyrone. The
lobby helped persuade the
local party to defy their
national executive and not
to stand a candidate against
republican Owen Carron in
the by-election caused by
the death of Bobby Sands.

Thus the main vote-
splitter in the nationalist
camp emerges as Tom Moore
of Sinn Fein the Workers
Party, tunning on a pro-
imperialist  platform of
employment and
civil rights”.

Meanwhile claims by the
British government that the
hunger strikers and their
families are acting under
threat from the republican
movement  were movingly
and effectively refuted by a
meeting of over 300 relatives
of the prisoners on hunger
strike and the long list who
have volunteered to take the
places  of their  dead
comrades.

The meeting was unan-
imous in its support for the
prisoners’ stand. )

How long must it be
before the British labour
movement rallies to support
this courageous struggle?

We urge all readers who
have not yet done so to fight

* within- their union. bmcho;l,” .

But that is not enough.
We appeal to Labour Party
branches, t(rade  unions,
youth organisations, com-

munity groups to side with *

the-youth — to demand that
the chatges are dropped and
to organise a campaign
nationally to side with the
youth against the police and
the courts.

There’s a lot to be done
— many youth still haven’t
been located by their rela-
tives as they’ve been sent
to detention centres all over
the country,

We need to publicise
what’s happening as there
has been a virtual press

and Labour Parties, for reso-
lutions of support to the
hunger strikes, for solidarity
meetings,  pickets  and
lobbies.

Yolitical status for Irish
prisoners of war!

blackout on the sentences
being handed out.

We need national and
local meetings. Pickets of
courts have to be organised.
Money has to be raised to
help pay fines.

The whole labour move-
ment has to be stirred. The
youth have shown where
they stand — there’s 3,000
arrested to prove it. The
Labour Party and ftrade
unions now have to show to
the youth where they stand.

*Defend the youth!

*Drop the charges!

#Police out of Toxteth,
Moss Side, Brixton!

Lodge Lane burning

froops out of Ireland
now!

Self determination for
the Irish people!

TROOPS OUT
OF GAMBIA!

AT THE end of July there
was a left-wing coup in the
Gembia. Britain’s response

" was: send in the SAS.

The SAS intervention —
probably arranged _while
ousted president Dawda
Jawara was in London for
the
helped troops from neigh-
bouring Senegal to rescue
hostages and put down the
rebellion. A former SAS
major was already in the
Gambia, serving as a mili-
tary instructor.

Now the Senegalese/SAS
invasion has reconquered
the Gambia for Jawara, one
of imperialism’'s most
reliable allies in Africa. It
has also kept the ground-

‘nut plantations, backbone

Royal Wedding — -

_Oman, helping to keep the
3

of Gambia's
safe for Unilever.

The SAS and the Sene-
galese have no more right
to be in the Gambia than
the Americans in Viet-
nam, Iran, or El Salvador,
the French in Zaire... or the
SASin Ireland.

But meanwhile, last
week, Timothy Creasey,
chief of the British Army in
Northern Ireland, was
discreetly transferred to
Oman, where he i
command the “Sultan’s
forces in their war against '
left-wing rebels. The SAS.
has aiready been active in

economy,

oil supplies from th
safe for imperialism.




