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NOtrade union is safe. The Tories are out to break the back of
effective trade unionism.

The TUC’s failure to deliver on its promises of support for
the miners has given them the go-ahead. Nowsix unions in the
ear industry have had writs telling them that their strike at
Austin Rover is against the law because the strike vote was not
in Tory-approved form.

If fhey refuse to return to work and accept that workers
can strike only by permission of the Tory-dominated courts,
then these unions could havetheir fundsseized.

The NUM’s national funds are already being seized. Court
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Picket at BL Longbridge
2UNION-BUSTERS!

cases are now underway which could lead to NUM area funds
being seized, too, and individual NUM executive members
being fined.

It is the latest stage in a developing offensive from the
Tories, encouraged at each stage by the weakness of the
official leaders of the labour movement.

Last December it was the print union NGA, beaten down
by the courts after it tried to stop Eddie Shah’s scab print-
worksin Warrington.

In Marchit wascivil servants at GCHQ, told that they could
no longer be union members.

In August the South Wales miners’ area funds were seized.
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In October 37 shipyard workers from Cammell Lairds, Birken-
head,were jailed for occupying to defend theirjobs.

Dockers in Cardiff now face legal action because they are
boycotting the haulage firms that took the South Wales NUM
to court.

Neil Kinnock has chosen this momentto distance himself
froim the miners, saying that he “thasn’t got time” to attend
supportrallies. He is only giving a further boost to the Tories.

Despite Kinnock or against Kinnock, the labour movement
must defend its rights. Start organising now for solidarity
actionwith the car workers and the miners!
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  | Miners suffer
‘internalexile’

trates Court on November28.
Thethitd case involves Man-

ton NUM Branch SecretaryDave Potts and fellow Manton
striker Chris Cheetham. To-
gether with John Potts, they

to Lincoln
prison over a monthago charged
withthreateningto killTaylor.

Taylor’s version of the inci-
predictably, widelypublicised froma press confer-

ence and splashed across the
nationalnewspapersas fact.The
strikers’ defence, however, got
very different treatment — kept
under a blanket of silence by
court reporting restrictions.

It is very different from the
picture screamed by the media
of strikers driving Taylor, his
wife and kids off theroad.

As a Mantonstriker explained
to Socialist Organiser, Taylor
had knocked down a cyclist,chris Cheetham’s brother, and
had then been
stopped by a car driven by Dave
Potts. After stopping the hit-
and-run driver, Dave Potts had
said to Taylor that he would be
dead if he hadn’t got !:is wife
and kids withhim.

After four weeks in terrible
conditionsin Lincoln, Dave Potts
and Chris Cheetham have only
now been released because the
Manton NUM branch found
them accommodation with GLC

in. London.
‘satisfies’ bail conditions, which
include exclusion from Notts
(other than to see laywers or
attend court) — although theyboth live, with wives and chil-
dren,in thecounty.They are due to reappear at

Magistrates Court on

‘SIX striking miners have been-
‘put in ‘internal exile’ by North

magistrates.
They have been convicted of

‘nothing,but they had to accept
the exile or go to prison on
remand.

Two Whitwell, North Derby-shire, miners, Paul Machin and
Robin Bullock. have had to
spend ten ways in Wick, Caith-
ness — exiled 550 miles awayfrom homewithPaul’saunt.

The police charged them with
affray. The bail conditions were
60 days of 20-hours-a-day house
arrest. The miners were allowed

-

out onlybetween9 am and 1 pm.Following: their rearrest on
charges of unlawful assembly,
theywere throwninto Leicester-
shire prisons for 45 days. After

attempts,accepting ‘internal exile’ was
the only way they could get
released. :

Four Manton, South York-
shire, miners have suffered a
similar fate. Their cases arose,

‘in different ways, from incid-
ents with the arch-scab Robert
Taylor.

On the day that Taylor,
Ken Foulstone and three other

working miners’
started scabbingat Manton, the
police set about the pickets and

- arrested over 20. Twostrikers —

John Wesley and Karl "arker—
were refused bail and thrown
into Lincolnprison.

After help from the Manton
NUM branch and the Newark
Labour Party, they have now
been released because ‘‘suit-

: accommodation...accept-
magistratescourt and

thepolice’ has been found — a
vicarage in London! Theystill

report to a London police
ly. They are due

to reappearat Worksop Magis-

Profits and poverty
- IN 1983 the 20 highest paid com-
pany directors in Britain werepaid as much as 722 workers onthe average male manual wage.

; Figures just published byLabour Research also reveal that
_ there has been an increase in
inequality since 1979. In that
year the 20 top directors got asmuch as
manual workers.

companyusually get much more than their
share options,

pany cars, private health insur-
ance, and other perks. But in
salary alone Richard Giordano of
British Oxygen received £521,500last year, and another six direc-
tors got more than £250,000 per
year each,
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engineers . . .£300 million will come out of
.Libya this year into thecoffers of

companies

Something like

(British) (tradingthere)”.
ee KK *

Ronald Reagan, like Margaret
wants to cut publicspending. But Democratic Partycampaigners have turned up somestartling examples of waste in the

US military budget, reported in
the Observer last Sunday,The Pentagon paid $670 eachfor armrests available fi ;

$110 for'5-cent plugs; $7,622 for
a coffee machine that could bebought in the shops for less than$100; $170 for torches normally24; $74,000 for aladder which they could have gotfor $3000.

The US government’s militarybudget — over $180 bn a year — iscomparable to the entire national
incore of Australia, the Nether-lands, Mexico, or India. It pro-vides. lush ‘welfare state’for the

i4ilitary contractors,
retired

_
military

often take top jobs with thesefirms:

Thatcher,
‘average’ male

directors
salary com-

priced at

xe KK K

‘Labour Research’ also looks atthe latest official survey of earn-

The ten worst-paid jobs in
Britain are all jobs dominated

women — from hairdressersugh sewing machinists tocleaners. Gross pay in those jobsis one-quarter or one-fifthof thesalary of top-paid groups likedoctors, ‘finance, insurance and
tax specialists’, and police inspec-

commanders

kK

The Financial Times on Novem-
Teported

Hammond of the EETPU had
become “the first union leader to
address a meeting at the CBI
conference.”

The CBI — Confederation of
— is Britain’s

xk eK
| Paul Foot in the Daily Mirrorlast Thursday, 1st, gave somedetails on the Tories’ links withLibya.

“In October 1981, for thefirst -

‘time since Colonel Gadaffi came
to powerin Libya, a senior mini-

Omar Muntassir,Britain on a trade mission”. He
Ian MacGregor,British Steel, and Douglas Hurd,thena Trade Minister.

;Contacts have continued ever ..since. “60 per cent of the con-sultancies in Libya are still heldby British firms
. .agestill training Libyan

 

British Industry
major employers’organisation.

Hammondgota big audience
for his talk on “strike-free deals —

why we back them”. According
to the Fi, he aiso explained:“Personally — I am not-speakingfor the union — I would like to
see the closed shop wither away”’.bemused boss
super-scab Hammond:“Why does
your union remain in the TUCand LabourParty?”

visited

asked
. British Air-

ways
 

 
By John Bloxam

 
 

THE Coal Board is clajming a
major breakthrough with their
‘back-to-work drive, especially
in North Derbyshire.

North Derbyshire area NUM
leader Gordon Butler pointed
out thatthe Coal Board figures
are grossly inflated. They
include BACM and NACODS
members, and also Bolsover
colliery, which is geographically
in Derbyshire but comes under
theNotts NUM. aAround 1000 NUM
members out of more than
10,000 are scabbing. And North
Derbyshire was alwayslikely to
be a weakerarea: getting only a
49.9% vote for action in a ballot
at thebeginningofthestrike.

However, a significant num-
ber have gone back to work —

and, worryingly, it includes
people who had been activelypicketing from the start of the
strike.

There are many reasons. With
the TUCstill refusing to deliver
on its promises, miners see a
long, cold, hard. winter on the
picket lines, but power cuts are
still some way off. The Coal
Board’s bribe has influenced
men who see Christmas coming
up. And there has been relent-
less pressure from the Coal
Board.

But mostofall the returns to
work mustbelaid at the door of
Jack Eccles, Neil Kinnock and
all the other leaders of the
‘labour movement who havelet
theminers down.

A picket at Warsop Main told
Socialist Organiser: ‘‘This is the
Coal Board’slast push.Ifwe can
weather this, then we'll be all
right’.

The NUMrecall conference in
Sheffield on Monday Sth re-
affirmed the strike and decided
to wage ‘‘a campaign in everycoal-mining village and com-
munity to counteract the propa-gandaof themedia’’.

  
      

  
                                     
 

 
 

                                          
    

      
  
         
   

           
         
        
  
     

 
 
 
    
 
  
 
  
   
    

 

 
 Police confrontminers outside theNUM delegate conference inSheffield. Photo: John Harris, (IFL) shMain

4 miners
There are to be five regional

rallies, and the first, in Edin-
burgh on Tuesday 6th, was
enthusiastic and well-attended,
with3000 there.

But it is important that the
campaign should also go down

village’.
people turned

Gordon Butler speakShirebrook/Warsopmeeting in North Derbyshire,and it seems thatit did persuade
a numberto standfirm.

There is a strong feeling
among the rank and file, not
only in North Derbyshire, that
it is time for the national NUM

“everyFriday, 3rd, 1400

account, by John Lloyd, of the
internal politics of the Coal
Board’s top management.

The background to Ian Mac-
Gregor’s moves against long-

established Coal Board manag-
ers — Ned Smith, Michael
Eaton, and now Geoffrey Kirk

 
 

 

in Newhamlast Saturday|Newham 7picket
AS part of the campaign in defence of the Newham 7 andaDefence Campaign organised a picket of a pub in Newhamorganised. The Newham 7’s case will be heard in the Higstration is beingplannedfor early nextyear.

Picket outside theDuke o; Edinburgh pub — a well-known mee 1g place of:

 

gainst racistattacks, theNewham 7from which racist attackshave beenh Court in May and a nationaldemon-

 
Back the  
 
up to hear Tony Benn and _leadersto get roundthevillages.

Inside the Coal Board
THE FinancialTimes last Thurs-

— is a drastic reduction in theday, Ist, carried an interesting By Gerry Bates ‘influence‘of mining engineerswithin the NCB,andtherise of
Tory whizzkids.

According to Lloyd, Mac-
Gregor’s two main advisers are
men from completely outside
the industry, David Hart and
Tim Bell.

“Senior. board executives
believe tht these two men nowhave very large leverage over
Mr MacGregor’s decisions onthe public presentation of their
case, and over the strategy ofthe dispute itself. Mr Bell is a

>} director of Saatchi and Saatchi,the agency which has. sosuccessfully promoted the
Conservative Party: he is cur-rentlyon holidayin Antigua.

|“Mr. Hart is a_ freelance
journalist with his own com-pany...”

“Hobart House executives.--believethat MrHart and Mr
Bell have been instrumental in
underpinning the hard line. Mr
MacGregor has taken again:

‘ the NUM leadership, and par-ticularly in boosting the impor-
tance of theworkingminers and
the “‘driftback’’ to work. :

“Mr Hartwas ‘‘exposed’’ in
the Daily Mirror in October
where it was allegedhe had sub-
stantial contacts with the work-
ing miners and acted as their
adviser.

“Both Mr Hart and Mr Bell
are politically active in Conser-
vative politics: both have been
written up as Prime Ministerial
advisers.”’

John Lloyd also argues thatMacGregor’s--approach to thedispute has been a sharp break
from previousNCB tactics.

“Further, he naturallytended
to see the trade union leaders
with whom he had to deal
through glasses tinted with his -

US experience: unlike the
board’s industrial relations.
department, he did not care tostrand lotionshayCopal

of} y espoused,
and thusconfusedtheessential-
ly centrist. NACODS leaders
withfar leftists.”’
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Ayrshire miners with £1200 worth offood. Photo: Rick Matthews, IFL

oS
Black communitiesall acrossBritain haverallied to the support of the miners. Above: Glasgowbranch ofthe Indian Workers’Association present
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‘We’ve set fire to the

THIS last week has been one
of speaking engagements for
me. On Tuesday I spoke in
Barnsley. We were talking
primarilynotabout thestrike
but about the dangers of thepolicestate.

The fact that a Notts
striking miner was there was
obviously well recieved.

Jack Taylor spoke in his
usual very blunt, very straight
manner.

We concentrated on. the
way in which the police have
been taking on extra powers.
The police state is here to
stay. It’s the miners today,
and the rest tomorrow.

I noticed, for example,‘that there was quite a large
police presence on the car
workers’ picket lines.

Police
The police will be used

to help smash the unions,
after which the bosses and
the government will be able
to do exactly as they please.

I drew out the similari-
ties between whatis happen-
ing in this country now and
what happened in Germany
in the 1930s. It’s no good
sitting back and saying: ‘I
didn’t know and I couldn’t
do anything because I’m only
an individual’.

On Thursday I spoke at a
packed meeting of 200-300 in
Basingstoke. Other speakers
included a woman from the
Notts “Women’s Support
Group, a member of the
local ASLEF branch who’ve
been doing some good work,
and a South Wales miner.

Meetingsin generalare still
well attended. We tend to be
appealing to the converted,
but the supportis still there.

What we've got to do now
is turn to the TUC and the
Labour Party and tell them
that we want them to come
up with the promises.
We’ve had the rhetoric, now
we want them to come up «+

with the goods.
Now the talks between

the NUMandthe Coal Board
have broken down again, we

 

Paul Whetton’s
strike diary

have to once more go out to
convince the TUC and the
Labour Party that the intran-
sigence is on the part of the
Coal Board. The Coal Board
is in the invidious position of
being told to settle but not to
let it be seen as a Victory for
the miners. Now they can’t
do that.
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The internal wranglings
among the senior manage-
ment of. the Coal -Board
have come out into the open.
It has been said. previously
that it was an insult to the
British miner to foist Mac-
Gregor on us. But it was a
bigger insult to British
management.

Nowthat insult is bearing
fruit and although MacGregor
is still there in name,that is
all.

They’ve effectively
dumped him, but they've
made such a mess of the job
that they can’t actually get
rid of him.

I think the offensive

~ single 

 
‘

launched .by the Coal Board
over the last few days is an
indication of desperation.
When you’ve got to start
bribing men to return to
work and you’ve gotyto use
their own money, that. is,
money they ate already
owed, in order to bribe them,
that shows desperation on
the part of the Coal Board.

Some lads have been
attracted by it, and have gone
back, but what do the Coal
Board offer next? It seems to
me to beareal last throw of
the dice.

I_suppose the only other
thing they can dois offer an
out-and-out bribe.

Yes, thére has beenares-
ponse, with a few dozen
returning here and a few
dozen returning there, but
why don’t the press go to
those thousands who have
refused the bribe, to the

lads who

_
haven’t

received a penny since day
one.

Kinnock
We’ve set fire to the fence
Kinnock was sitting on and
he’s got off. And we know
whichside he’s got off.

I think Kinnockis going to
be very sorry that he hasn’t
come out on the miners’ side.

He’s now ontheotherside
of the fence. He’s offered the
sop of saying that the Labour
Party will organise a demon-
stration, but that’s not good
enough,

The vast majority of
miners are going to take
another look at Kinnock, and
I think workers from quite a
few other industries will do
the same.

Their attitude will be. that
if Kinnock treats the miners

 

fenceKinnock’ssitting on’
like that, what’s he going to
do to us?

I'm not entirely happy
with the five big rallies the
NUM are organising. Rallies
are okay, but you are preach-
ing to the converted. f
suppose they thought they
had to get round the lads and
give them a boost.

We’re in need of another
Saltley Gate. I'd be looking
to car workers, dockers,
people who recognise just
what the hell is going on from
a. rank and file level as
opposed to trade union and
LabourParty leaders.

We're still getting good
support from the rank and
file in the Labour Party and
the unions, and those are the
people we really have to
appealto.

Test
I. personally don’t think

this week is a make-or-break
week for the strike. Every-
one of these milestones is a
test. The vast majority of
mine workers who have been
on strike for eight months
are now not prepared to
settle for anything less than
complete victory.

Those striking miners who
have returned to work are a
blow to our morale, but it’s
not a major problem so long
as we can hold the vast bulk.
Then I think we’ve got it
cracked. The Coal Board has
tried everything. C

If there’d beta a mass
return to work in Yorkshire
then we’d have-had problems
but there’s not even been a
mass return to work ~in
Nottinghamshire, where it is
the easiest thing in the world
to go back to work.

The winter is going to give
us problems as well as the
Coal Board .— heating our
houses, standing on picket
lines in the cold.

But we went through all
that in 1972. It’s going to
provide a bigger headachefor
the Coal Board and_ the

PhmentLOVE
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To Norman Willis,general secretary of theTUC.
Dear Comrade,

I have been instructed by the Notts Miners’ Rank and File
Strike Committee to write and urge stronger support for those
miners whoare carrying out theofficial policy of the National
Union of Mineworkers.

That policy of opposing pit closures, the fight to save jobs
and preserve mining communities is the one and only central
issue at stake, and for the last eight monthsthestriking miners
of Notts have refused to be. detracted from that one issue.

There are, however, those like the government, the Coal
Board, the media and even someso-called friends who have
throughout this dispute tried to sidetrack the arguments awayfrom thatcentralissue.

By concentrating on personalities,violence, intimidation ofworking miners, andall kinds oftrivia, theyhope to break our
morale and drive us back to work.

__

They will‘not succeed.
~ We are out and will stay out, until complete and utter
victory is ours. 4

As you are no doubt aware, the majority of Notts miners
are scabbing andit is the minority — i.e. thestrikers — who are
suffering not only the intimidation of the massive police’
presence, the intimidation of the most reactionary Tory
governmentin history, the vile intimidation of the sweepingsof the gutters of Fleet Street, but also personal intimidation of
themselves and their families at the hands of those self-same
scabs. :

We,the striking miners of Nottingham,call upon the TUC
to turnits very fine rhetoric into positive actionsandgive their
full and unqualified support in bringing about the most
momentous victory ever achieved by the working class in
this country.

We do not expect the TUCGeneral Council to be the agents
of appeasement and compromise and if that General Council
doesnot feel it is able to live up to our expectations, thenwe
wouldrespectfully suggest they leave the arena and allow the
NUMleadership,in whom wehave the fullest confidence, to
take the fight forward in the full knowledge thatwhatever the
cost and however bitter the suffering, we will fight on until
that victory is achieved.

Nosurrender, no retreat and no compromise.
After eight months of this bitter conflict wewillnot settle

for anything less than complete :and utter victory. Fully
support us now and youwill earn our fullest gratitude. Desert
us, or sell us short, and you will stand condemnedforall
eternity. &

Victory to the miners. The fightgoes on.
Yoursfraternally,

PAUL WHETTON
For and on behalfof the Notts

Miners’ Rank and File Strike Committee

 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 

   
  
 
   
 
   
 
   
 
   
     

 
 
   

 
 

 

Solidarity conference
London

Sunday December 2
Called by the Mineworkers’ Defence Committee
Speakers include Arthur Scargill and Tony Benn

At Camden TownHall, London NWI (opposite St
Pancras Station): 11.30 to 4.30.

Delegates and observers invited fromall labour
mcvement organisations. Conference fee: £2 for
first delegate, £1 for additional delegates and for

observers.
Write to Jane Stockton. 31 Cranwich Rd. London

N16. or phone 01-981 3289. 
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Police trying to get-rid ofphotographeras theyarrest a picket at Kiveton Park‘It’s time- the TUC
fulfilled the promises’

What is your reaction to the
collapse ofthetalks?

The talks, in my_honest
opinion, have never started,
because I believe MacGregor’s
orders are that there will be no
settlementwhatsoever.

Sole
It’s my belief that the sole

purposeofthetalks is to buildus

up, then completely break the
talks off, to make it look like
Scargill’sdone it, and hope for a
drift back to work — whichstill
isn’t working.

It’s an exercise in American-
styleunion bashing.

Get

Joe Wills,
North Staffs
district presi-
dent of the
NUM,spoke

_

to Arthur
‘ Bough

What's going to happen now?

NISED®
Become a supporter of the Socialist
Organiser Alliance - groups are estabii-
shed in most large towns. We ask £1.50 8
month minimum (20p unwaged) contri-
ution from supporters.

| want to become a Socialist Organ-
iser supporter/ | want more inform-
ation.

eeecsceccccesccesecccscsoccscosesessuscooces
Send to, Soctelist Organiser, 28
Middle Lane, LongonN& 8PL.

 
On Mondaythe Special Dele-

gate Conference will be held.
Scargill will give.all the relevant
information on the so-called
talks so far.

He will ask the delegates to
endorsetheline he’s taken from
their mandate and ask for a con-
tinuation of the strike. In my
opinion that will be endorsed
100%.

Ican understandthefeelingof
some of the right-wingers on
the NEC wha,tried yesterday to
move to put the result of the
talks to the membersin a ballot
to see if we should continue.

The fear is obviously that
we’ve got many men who have
suffered for eight months, and
these men, unfortunately,could
hold the balance of victory or
defeatfor thestrike.

If the Special Delegate Con-
ference endorses the continua-
tion of the strike it is my belief
that this strike could go on well
into the New Year, knowing the
dictatorial attitude of Mac-
Gregor and Thatcher.

Troops
~ Last night, Newsnight on BBC2

disclosed secret plans held by
|the government on how to bea

the miners, including the use of
troops. Whatis your reaction?

Thatcher has planned the
strategy months ahead of the
strike with the sole intention of
defeating what she believes is
the most powerful union.

She knowsfuil well with the
economic policy she is. commit-
ted to that by keeping five
million people on the dole, she

 
can use thatas a lever againstall
the other unions. She would
then haveisolated us. It’s time
that the TUCfulfilledtheir pro-
mise at the conference and
brought everyone out in sup-
port.
What do you think about the
statement by Jack Eccles, the
Chair oftheTUC?

The answer to Jack Eccles is
this. If he believesin his wisdom
that the NACODS deal was a
negotiated settlement then he
should read through it again,
and see thatthewhole document
is a nonentity.

If our members, after being
on strike for eight months, are
expected to depend on this,
then this man lives in cloud-
cuckoo land.

We have not suffered hard-
ship to go back to work, and see
all thejobs andpits that we have

 

  
 
  
 
  
   
 
  
  
  
  
  

On August22ourvillagewoke
up to a shock. Scabs reported for
work.

To our shame, three men
returned, two from our own
village. We were sickened, but
soon prepared and ready to
picket.

We needed to be ready
because on that same day our
village was invaded. Up to 4000
police came into our village.
There were seven arrests that
day.

These aren’t your ‘‘commun-
ity cops’’. They’re riot police,
PSU's, dog handlers, and moun-
ted ‘‘animals’’.

Our community was exposed
directly to police provocation,
harassment and unmitigated
violence. f

 

ies.

Sign outside Armthorpevillageshop doorway

fought so long and hard for be
sold by a team of men like Eccles
in negotiating a settlement
similar to NACODS, because
there is no doubt in my mind
that NACODSsold us down the
river.

 
  
  
   
   

Will the strikes by Jaguar and
BL workers help theminers?

I believe that any group of
workers who now come out on
strike will highlight the problem
wehave got in thiscountry. The
Iron Lady is more than willing
to bankrupt the country, deci-
mate industry and communities
in a one-tracked attitude, to be
the one Western-world Prime
Minister that destroyed trade
unionism

WE are currently gathering
material for a prospective docu-
ment concerning the impact of
the mining dispute on our com-
munity of Kiveton Park in par-
ticular and South Yorkshire in
general.

—

:

We would be grateful to
receive details from any pickets
cither involved or witness to
arrest/assault by the police in

By Jenny Dennis
Since Orgreave, women have

been on the picket line. Since
our men and younglads return-
ed bloodied, bruised and hos-
pitalised by these thugs we have
stood beside our men onpicket
lines. We reacted to police
violence, “Take them and you
take us.”’

What our community goesthrough at the hands of the
policeis hell.

At their lowest, the police
urinate in front of us. On
September 6, 34 lined up and
urinated in full view of pension-
ers andshoppers. I’ve put in a
complaint. It’s a contemptuous
offence against our community.

They really enjoy abusing
women...

 

.

the vicinity
would be especially grateful to
anyone who could provide us
with photographs, etc., of any
suchincident. :

Yours sincerely,
Jermy Dennis

14 Ivanhoe Avenue,
Kiveton Park
Nr. Sheffield

$31 8NH

 

(741)
SIMYVHNHOr

Gathering facts
on the police

of Kiveton Park. We



 

Yorkshirepit village
:

  
JOHN
HARRIS(IFL)—

“Come on then,’’ as one
waves a £20 note. ‘Been
whoring?”’ as you pass them...

“Filthylesbians’’ as we stand
in twosor threes.

“This hasn’t tasted blood
for 24 hours, who’s to be the
first?’’, as they stroke their
batons.‘‘Whatare your children
getting for Christmas?’’

I've stood on many picket
lines and can swear the truth
that not once have I witnessed
violenceprovoke by pickets. The
police provokeit.

They wave £1000 pay cheques
at us, degrade us women,inter-
rogate our children and beat our
men.

**It was as
thoughwe’d
been sleep-
ing for hun-
dreds of
years. We
realised a
newpolitical
awareness.’’

It’s not just the picket line
where they are violent. One of
the scabslives on the edge of a
housingestate in thevillage.

You haveto pass his house to
get in the estate. At any one
time between six and 36 cops
“‘guard’’ his house.

The police get bored, sitting
in vans. Their entertainment is
us.

A woman in the village had
her elderly mother staying. the
motheris 69 and suffers an arth-
ritic hip.

During a lapse in entertain-
ment ‘the cops picked on some
local lads. The mother walked
out the house on hearing the
commotion.

As she witnessed them beat-
ing up one lad, she called out
‘‘Whydo that?He’s done nowt.
Leave him.Bullies.”’

The police ran up to her, put
her in a van, drove round and
left her three-quarters of a mile
away. She was foundin tears,

Strikingminer “‘riddling”’for scrap coal in Kirkby,S. Yorks

outside a pubiic house with her
slippers on. She didn’t know
how to get back to her
daughter’s.

There have been over 80
arrests in the village involving
seven prison sentences of up to
three weeks. Bail conditions
vary from ‘‘Do not. picket your
owncolliery’’ to ‘“You must only
picket your own colliery’ to
‘‘Do not enter the neighbouring
county of Nottinghamshire’’.

There is a curfew of 9 pm on
some men. Albert Bowns, our
union official, has been ordered
to ‘‘have no involvement in the
current dispute’’.

Children
Our children fear the police.

hey see what they do to their
mums and dads. Generations
will pass before our children
will trust the police. Perhaps
never.

They use our children. One
officer goes to the ice-cream
van with £5 and buysall the kids
on thestreet an ice-cream.

Then he interrogates them.
“‘And what does daddy do?
Where does he go at night?”
Thisis kids aged threeand up.

On August 31 the police
organised an ambush. They cut
off 40 pickets, away from the
mainpicket.

They were hemmed in on a
garage forecourt by riot police
on foot. Suddenly mounted
police charged.

Something
heads. ‘“‘Kill
one shouted.

Forthefirst time somepolice
actually helped the pickets, by
dragging menout of their way.
They were mad,reallybrutal.

Pickets ran into a housing
estate, the only exit available,
where there is a pensioners’
complex. Old women and men
were opening doors to find
mounted riot cops beating our
men.

One man was dragged in
by a womento herflat. He was
so scared he just.vomited on her
carpet.

Unknown: to us, three hours
earlier they had placed 2000
riot cops in that estate. Men
injured on that day are still
in hospital.

They introduced a new tactic
on October 9. We’d hada picket
and we’re waiting for the police
to go before we dispersed. But
theydidn’t.

cicked® in their
the bastards’’

STEFANO
CAGNONI(IFL)
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To our left were dog handlers.
To our rear were thePSUs.

To our right was a dyke,
knee-deep with sludge and a
bog behind that. There were no
television cameras, no papers,
no Policewatch, no NCCL
observers.

Tunnel

They formed a tunnel 20
men deep, 12 wide on each side
and wide enough to pass one

person through. They drew
batons. Over a megaphone the
inspector orderedusto disperse.
those at the rear couldn’t hear
the orders. The only route
possible wasthetunnel.

We stood still, in absolute
silence. Would you have gone
throughthattunnel?

As westood silent we heard
the hooves. Eight mounted
police charged. I stood para-
lysed. I had to move.I couldn’t. 

 
   

Miners’ wives nationaldemonstration in LondonlastAugust

  
 
 
 

 
  
    
 

 
              

 

     
 

 
 

 
 
 

      
 
 

 
   
         
 
 

 
 

 

 

I couldn’t believe what I was
seeing.

Men were being caught with
batons across heads. As pickets
fell to the ground they were
quickly picked up by other
pickets. You don’t hit the
ground,it’s fatal. That’s where
you get the boot. We stood knee
deep in that ditch till they’d
finished.

They had their feet out of the
stirrups so they could kick at
faces. Charging without stirrups
meant they could not control
theirhorses.:

The chair of our police com-
mittee was asked to resign. He
said when the police came out
of the academies they came out
like ‘‘Nazi stormtroopers’’.

Hetold thetruth.
Weare not down. We won’t

be beaten.
For the first time in our

village, women are seen
shedding theirformerroles.

Mining communities are
traditionally male-dominated.
It’s the men that work and the
women that do: having babies,
washing and making snapis our
lot. Then it changed.

It was as though we’d been
sleeping for hundredsof years.
We awoke, werealised a new
political awareness.

Organising food, raising
money, speaking. Men have
acknowledged that we, as
women,are vital to that victory.
We're an active part of that
struggle, side by side with our
menin thebattle’s frontline.

Part-time women workers
are the breadwinners in some
families. There goes the myth
of pin-money.

Weare witnessing something
amongst the women which I can
only compare with the suffra-
gettes. We are living and
making history. We won’t return
to thestatus quo. We can’t.

Personally it has made me
realise that not only must we
fight our injustices but others
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too.
Because

through media lies we ask our-
selves ‘‘What other lies have
theymade?”’

we have lived

Ireland
Look at injustice in Ireland.

What really happened in
Toxteth? In Brixton? I realise
the black community is strugg-
ling against injustice.

After we win we must turn
andrightotherinjustices.

Kean

       
  

    
 
 

               
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
  

 
Because wewillwin. We can’t

afford not to.
This fight is a fight for trade

unionism. It’s a fight for the
working class. Our fight is youfight. We need your support.
You can’t afford for usto lose.

Victory will be ours. If we
have to stand alone and fight,
we will. And when we win, our
men will walk up the pit lane,
theirheads held high.

:They will return with dignity,
and we women will share that
dignity.

a
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By Les Hearn
THIS week’s article continues
the discussion of a socialist
energy policy that I began
several weeks ago, and looks
at the international aspects.

In Britain we haveold
people dying from cold each
winter while the Coal Board
protests that it has “too
much”coal, But the irration-
alities of capitalism are even
more glaring on an interna-
tionalscale.

The poor of the Third World
frequently experience energy
drought or famine. This lackhas
several causes:

1. The removal of energy
(as oil or wood) to the “‘advan-
ced’’ countries.

2. The high cost of fuel to
countries without their own
resources.

3. The loss of energy produc-
tion through erosion and land
being turned into desert, as the
Third World poor are forced
onto unsuitable land.

4. Increased dependence on
fuel-hungry machinesor energy-
rich fertilisers resulting from
capitalist development.

Let’s see how these causes
interact in practice.

Food is the most basic form of
energy in the Third World. And
as capitalism spreads more and
more into Third World agricul-
ture, energy supplies for food
production are also crucial —

fertiliserand fuel for tractors.
The basis for the Green Revo-

lution (GR) was laid some 40
years ago with the development
of high yielding varieties of
maize in Mexico by Rockefeller
Foundation plantscientists.

Later, the Rockefeller and,
Ford Foundations developed
high yield rice (or ‘‘miracle’’
rice) in the Philippines.

“Miraculous”
These new varieties became

widely used in many countries
fromthelate 1960s and they did
increase yields. Unfortunately,
as Susan George says*, the new
varieties are ‘miraculous only
in so far as it was protected
against disease and received
appropriate fertilisers, irriga-
tion and drainage,’ and GR
varietiesoften needed five times
as much fertiliser as. well as
weed-killers.

The GR greatly sharpened
class. differentiation in the
countryside? Rich peasants who
could afford fertilisers and irri-
gation became richer. Poor
peasants became poorer or had
to becomewage labourers.

Lester Brown of the Rocke-
feller-funded Worldwatch Insti-
tute predicted that increased
output would make it profitable
to mechanise agriculture, and he
thought that the machinery and
chemicals could only be supplied
by multinational agri-businesses
whothushada vested interest in

The Tories say thatBritain’s
collieriesare producing too
muchcoal, and pits must
close. But millionsworld-
wide suffer from ‘fuel
famine’.
theGR.

But the rise in oil prices and
consequent quadrupling of
prices of chemical fertiliser
(mostly made from oil and gas)
put theboot into theGR as a way
of easily raising Third World
food production.

The picture is always compli-
cated by local historical and
political factors as we can see by
looking at the case of Zambia
analysed by Rene Dumont and
Marie-FranceMottin**.

British colonialism
Here, British colonialism

caused rural underdevelopment
by taking labour from the land
for the copper mines and the
big capitalist farms in the south
(nowZimbabwe).

After independence, the
ruling elite tried to “‘modern-
ise’ agriculture by subsidising
fertilisers and encouraging
better-off peasants to hire trac-
tors.

This slowed down the spread
of ox-drawn transport, dis-
couraged the use of organic
manure and crop rotation to
‘revitalise the soil, all self-
sufficient practises.-Zambia
became more dependent on
fossi! fuels and theirby-products
(nitrate fertilisers).

GR varieties of maize were
encouraged, and other prestige
crops requiring high energy
inputs.

The

_
main local energy

resource, wood, is being squan-,
dered. Tractor cultivation is’
easier without trees in the way,
but the felled trees are burnt
wheretheyare in the absence of
the means to take them where
theymight be used.

Wherethepoor need wood for
fuel, they take it fromhillsides,
resulting in erosion and loss of
soil fertility.

in Zambia is fre-
most - profligate of

energy. One sugar retinery
uses imported machines and
technicians to make white sugar
at $2000 a-tonne, instead of
better-tasting unrefined sugar
at a fewdollars a tonne.

The energy for such industry
is imported together with the
fuel for the 100,000 plus cars
belonging to the city-dwelling
elite. More economic public
transport is neglected.

Industry
quently

Such dependence on imported
energy is punished with oil-
price increases at the same time
as the price of the major curren-
cy earner, copper, drops.

Even if they escape depen-
dence on energy for agriculture,
Third World people still need
energy for cooking. Anil Agar-
wal***, showed that in India,
the world’s tenth industrial
power, half the energy con-
sumedis for cooking.

Nearly nine-tenthsof this was
‘*renewable’’wood, crop wastes
and cow dung, but because of
erosion, deforestation and the
neglect of “non-cammercial”’
energy by planners, there is an

energycrisis.
:Country women and children

walk for miles daily collecting 
firewood, since kerosene,
coal and gasare too expensive.

This exacerbates loss of
forests already caused by
logging for profit and éncour-
ageserosion andflooding.

Lack of energy for cooking
results in less digestible food
and the spread of parasites and
disease.

The solution is a_ political
change so that existing resour-
ces, technology and knowledge
are usedto benefitthe majority.

A socialist energy policy in a
singlecountry, area or continent
would take very different forms
depending on whether it was
Zambia or Algeria, Britain or
Japan. But energy issues are
perhaps one of the clearest
proofs that modern national
borders are economically irra-
tional and that socialism cannot
be properly developed in the
frameworkof a single country.

Modern industry and agri-
culture depends on_huge
international flows of energy.
Not only the profit priorities of
capitalism, but also the differ-
ent national interests of states
with vastly differing energy
endowments, make_rational
planning of those flows impos-
sible.

An_international
economy could make rational
plans about combiningdifferent

socialist’

Nigerian oil
wells

sources — oil, gas, coal,
nuclear, solar, wave, wind,
wood. It could provide energy
free or at low cost right across
the world — particularly to the
Third World peasants at present
driven into poverty or starva-

Lewis Myrthyrcolliery. Photo, John Harris

 
 

lack of very small
supplies of energy.

Arthur Scargill has suggested
that if there is a surplus of coal
in Britain, it should be supplied
free to old age pensioners. It
is no‘less reasonable to supply

tion for



  
 

 
  

 
 

  
  
  

  
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

  
  
 

 
 

 
  
  

  
  
  
  
 
    

surplus energy (as well as the
EEC tood mountains) free to the
needy wherevertheyare.

A socialist world would also
relate energy use to resources. It
would not squander resources as

* own

if there were no tomorrow. It
would increase use of renewable
sources, and, as necessary, cut
down on present-day waste of
energy.

Vast amounts of energy are
wasted, for example, by private
cars beingusedinstead of public
transport in thericher countries.

Thesocialist answer to energy
famine in the Third Worldis not
to try to find some wayofliving
with tiny-supplies of energy,but
to give the peoples of the Third
World a more just share of the
world’s resources.

But there is also a place for
small-scale energy projects to
give Third World villages more
autonomy and control over,itheir

development. If~the
research resources of the West
were devoted to the task, surely
it would not take them long to
devise small, robust solar
energy units usable by Third
World communities with lots of
sun but few other energy
sources.

*HowThe OtherHalf Dies.
**Strangleholdon Africa.
***NewScientist, Feb. 1983.  Martin Thomasbeginsour newseries

‘Why Poverty?’ witha look at the
origins of world poverty.

IN the Middle Ages Ethiopia
was not underdeveloped.

Walter Rodney — a Dlack
Marxist historian assassinated
in 1980 as he tried to build a
working-classparty in his native
Guyana — writes: ‘‘The kings
distinguished themselves by
building several churches cut
out of solid rock. The archi-
tectural achievements attest to
the level of skill reached by
Ethiopiansas well as the capac-
ity of the state to mobiliselabour
on a hugescale...

“Fine illuminated books and
manuscripts became a promin-
ent element of Amharic culture.
Equally fine garments and
jewellery were produced for the
ruling class and for the church...
Craft skills were developed in
a numberof spheres’’.

Othercountries today stricken
by poverty — Egypt, for exam-
ple — were once the world’s
greatestcentresofcivilisation.

When Portugal first estab-
lished itself as a colonial power
in what is now famine-stricken
Mozambique, the local Arab-
African city states there, with
their ‘‘fine stone houses and the
air of elegance in thelocal courts
and markets’’, were ‘‘a world
comparable, if not superior, in
material culture to Portugal’’
(James Duffy, ‘Portugal in
Africa’).

The European powers had
certain advantagés over the
peoples of Africa and Asia — a
more dynamic economic system,
more centralised state power,
and better military technology
— that enabled them to make
their conquests. But overall
therewas no great superiority.

Francois Quesnay, a French-
man, wrote of China in 1767:
**No one can denythatthis state
is the most beautiful in the
world, the most densely popula-
ted, and the most flourishing
kingdom known’’. Scientific
discoveries in China reached a
remarkablelevel.

In Zimbabwe, when the 19th
century white colonialists found
the ruined buildings after which
the country is now named, they
assumed that they must have
been built by previous white
invaders. They could not believe
thatblackAfricanswere capable
of such achievements.

WhenBritain first took control
of India, in the 18th century, the
country was thoughtof not as a
sea of poverty, but as a fabulous
treasure-house in the Orient.
The ordinary people were some-
what poorer than in Britain, but
by a factorof perhaps 2:3 rather
than 1:20 today. The luxury of
the ruling class was probably
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“ Tunisianshanged by Italian colonialists, 1912

greater than that of Europe’s
ruling classes.

The economics of colonialism
were responsible for today’s
economic gap betweentheaver-
age living standard in Britain
andin India. At independence in
1947, the conditions of the
Indian peasantry were roughly
the same as they had been 200
years earlier — maybea little. bit
better, maybealittlebitworse.

The colonial era which had
enriched thousands of British
investors and administrators
left the Indian peasants stuck in
absolute poverty.

Underdevelopment is nothing
to do with a lack of talent or

energy by the people of a
country. Like modern industrial
development,it is the product of
an economic system:capitalism.

Before the 18th century or
thereabouts economic  differ-
ences betweenpartsof theworld
were much smaller than today.
Or, to be more accurate, they
were differences of a different
sort.

Some societies —_ancient
Egypt. ancient Greece, ancient
China — reached a much higher
level of culture than others. But
thiswas a difference that mostly
concernedtheruling class.

Whatever happened in the
wealthierspheresof society, the
mass of the people did little or

nothing more than scratch a
bare living from the land.

The technical level varied,
and thesocial relations through
which the ruling class extracted
the surplus préduct from the
working population were differ-
ent from society to society. But
the living standards of the mass
of the people never rose much
above the bare minimum of
filling their bellies and keeping
out thecold andtherain.

Inverse
Today we have the inverse

situation. In the capital of
Ethiopia, according to the press
reports, the wealthy classes live
not very differently from the
wealthy in Europe or America. A
luxury hotel in Addis Ababa
provides the same service as a
luxury hotel in New York.
Even in Ethiopia — one of the
half-dozen most underdeveloped
countries in the world — such
industry as there is can use

recognisably similar technolo-
gies to those in the advanced
countries.

Yet for millions of Ethiopian
peasantslife is as primitive and
brutual and precariousas it was
500 or 1000 years ago, if not
moreso.

There
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es   empires before capitalism. But

capitalism was the first social
system to create an integrated
world economy.

Also, capitalism has a drive
towards expansion which far
exceeds that of any previous
economy.

In Imperial China, in Moghul
India, in ancient Egypt or in
medieval Europe, econcmic
advance meantonly an increase
in the luxury and religious or
military display of the ruling
class. It was thus inherently
limited.

Luxury
Capitalism, too,—features

ruling class luxury and military
display. But thoseare not funda-
mental.

As against ‘‘the.old view, in
which the human being appears
as the aim of production’’, in
‘the modern world’’, as Karl
Marx put it,  ‘‘production
appears as the aim of mankind
and wealth as the aim of produc-
tion’.

By making everything
measurable. against money,
capitalism creates a form of
wealth — capital, constantly
turning from money into other
forms and back again — which
by its very nature seeks unlimit-
ed expansion.

Thus capitalism makes pos-
sible both unprecedented mater-
ial advance andterrible inhum-
anity and inequality under the
cloak of the impersonal laws of
the marketeconomy.

The story of development and
underdevelopment is the story
of how capitalism’s drive to
expand production has worked
its way through unevenly,
creating huge material advances
in Western Europe and the US
and also in some areas in the

      
 

 

      
 
  
 

 

 

 
           

 

 
 
               

 

 

 

 
 

      
   

   
 

Egypt — now ‘underdeveloped’, once a centre of civilisation
Third World, while simultan
eouslyit creates ruin elsewhere.

It is a complicated story. In
later articles I will look at how
underdevelopment was gener-
ated in different areas — Africa,
India, Latin America. ~Each
history is different in detail.
There are, however, some
commonfactors.

1. Capitalism developed inWestern Europe out of feudal-
ism. Feudalism, like other pre-
capitalist forms cf society,
was fundamentally a system
whereby a class owning or con-
trolling the land won power and
privilege by extracting tribute
from thepeasantry.

Unlike other pre-capitalist
forms of society, however, it
also allowed for the growth in
the towns of a merchant and
craft-worker class which was
relatively independent from the
ruling class — and which
becamethebearerof a new form
ofsociety.

When the European powers
established economic and _poli-
tical domination over Africa,
Asia and Latin America, they
destroyed the local craft indus-
tries. They implanted some new
capitalist enterprise — but in
themidstof ruin.

2. Centralised state power
plays a crucial role in promoting
capitalist development. But the
colonies had no state power of
their own. They were ruled by
thestate powers of Europe.

Tariffs, taxes and communica-
tions were designed to suit the
needs ofEuropean capitalism.

The early years of capitalist
development in Europe were
boosted by vast plunder from
the Americas and Asia. The
peoples of the Third World, far
from being able to plunder
others, were themselves plun-
dered?

3. To maintain their colonial
rule, ‘the European powers
‘“thad to find their allies more
andmore amongIndian princes,
Egyptian pashas, or African
paramount chiefs’? {Robinson
and Gallagher, ‘Africa and the
Victorians’).

Pre-capitalist forms of exploi-
tation of the peasantry, forms
which inherently limited econ-
omic development, were modi-
fied but also solidified by the
backingof colonial power.

The colonialists created, to
justify themselves, an ideology
which said that the peoples of
Africa and Asia were naturally
‘*backward'’’.They then set up a
system calculated to make them
**backward’’.
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Bolivia: the
winnin
 

Clive Bradley
reviews ‘Reb-
ellion in the
Veins’,a
book on
Boliviaby
James
Dunkerley
(New Left
Books)
 

BOLIVIA is one of the poorest
countries in the world, best
knownto outsiders for a bewil-
dering series of military coups,
or as one of the world’s largest
producersof cocaine.

In this detailed study of the
political history of Bolivia
since the revolution of 1952,
James Dunkerly shows_that
behind the apparent political
chaosis a rich history of popular
struggle. an extraordinarily
class conscious, militant and
well-organised working class,
and something of a serious,
massTrotskyisttradition.

Prospects
Dunkerly argues that the

prospects for socialist revolution
are particularly good in Bolivia.
Heputsit like this:

**...of all the post-World War
Twopolitical revolutions which
failedto achievethe abolition of
capitalism, that in Bolivia
{in 1952] exhibited the highest
degree of proletarian politicisa-
tion within a broad Leninist
idiom and=most consistent
resurgence of mass mobilisa-

‘tion...[The potential for] a
mass political movement for
socialism...has acquired excep-
tionally strong roots and
remainsa vital possibility.

*‘Nowhereelse in Latin Amer-
ica, perhaps the world, can one
so readilyperceive such an out-
come flowing from the process
of national liberation.’’(p.348).

In 1946, at an extraordinary
congress in Pulacayao mine, a
resolution was passed by the
Bolivian tin miners’ union, the
FSTMB, which, as Dunkerly
notes, “‘was, in essence, an
application of Trotsky’s 1938
Transitional Programme to
Bolivian conditions and with
special reference to trade union
objectives.’’ (p.17).

Lora
One of its authors was a

miners’ leader from Siglo XX
mine named Guillermo Lora.
Lora and his party, the POR
(Workers’ Revolutionary Party),
along with its various schisms,
have remained one of the few
Trotskyist parties in the world
with some massinfluence.

The miners’ union, the
FSTMB, has not remained so
clearly dominated, by the Trot-
skyists as it was in 1946. It has
always been a battleground for
various left-wing organisations,
including Lora’s POR and
various parties that have split
from it, as well as the Commun-
ist Party and athe nationalist
parties.

The most important single
figure-in it for over 30 years has
been the wily trade union mili-
tant Juan Lechin, who has kept
his distance from all of these

 

groups.
But the FSTMB has always

been a powerful radical force in
the COB (Central Obrera
Boliviana), the Bolivian equiva-
lent of the TUC. Both the COB
and thetin miners’ union played
a big role in the ‘national
revolution’ of 1952, which over-
threwtheold landowningelite.

That revolution brought to
powernot the workingclass, but
the MNR (MovimentoNactional-
ista Revolutionaria) of victor
Paz Estenssoro, representin
the nationalist middle class. it
could have been otherwise. The
old state apparatus was disinte-
grating, and workers’ militias
had developed —_including
militias based on workplace
organisation andrelatively inde-
pendent ot the MNR.

The COB produced a_pro-
gramme which wasa ‘slightly
diluted version’ of the 1946
FSTMBresolution andstated:

**The COB plans the occupa-
alisation without compensation
underworkers’control...

“The national congress of
workersis a step towardsobtain-
ing a workers’ parliament which
will transcend the democratic
bourgeois juridical framework
and open the road to a govern-
mentof workers and peasants.”
(quoted, p..47).

This, note, was produced by
the Bolivian equivalent of the
TUC. The MNR condemned the
COB’s statement and insisted
that *‘it[the MNR] is in essence
a national! party and thus against
internationalcommunism.”*

In the event, the MNR won
out, and co-opted the workers’
movementinto its strategyefor a
revolution within capitalist
linits. The mines were national-
ised, and held under workers’
control for many years; the land-
owners’ estates were handed ~

over to the peasants; but Bolivia
remainedcapitalist.

Syndicalism
Dunkerleyexplains the failure

of the workers’ movement in
1952 by the strength of its
traditions of syndicalism (i.e.
militant trade unionism reject-
ing party-political action).
Unfortunately he does not say
much about the mistakes and
problemsoftheTrotskyistparty.

After 1952 Bolivia entered
into a long period of political
instability. Every so often the
ruling class shored up its posi-
tion —usually by more or less
severe repression — but each
time the working class would
soon open up a new period of
intenseconflict.

Throughout the ’fifties and
’sixties the efforts of Bolivia’s
capitalists to consolidate their
rule became more and more
drastic. This culminated in the
Banzcrato — the rule of the
military under Hugo Banzer
Suarez, beginningin 1971.

After 1974 the Banzer regime
modelled itself on Pinochet’ 

Bolivian tin miners

  

 

A workers’and peasants’ mii

Chile.
Along the road from 1952 to

1971 there were many coup’
d'etat, and heroic working class
struggles.

For example, the Barrientos
dictatorship (November 1964-
Apri! 1969) met withfierce resis-
tance. Faced with’an attempt to
take their guns away, the tin
miners responded:

‘Let them come to the mines
and ask the workers for their
arms. Wewill see if they hand
them over. When a miner takes
up a weapon he doesn't give it
awayfor anythingin theworld.”’

Eventually, the

—
workers’

militias were overrun and the
troops established control

a7  

Reviewprice of not
gsocialis
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workcrs’ leaders were killed and
wages were cut. The US military
presencewasincreased.

Simultaneously, a weakly-
based gucrrilla war led by Che
Guevara was dcfeated, and
Guevara, a here of the Cuban
revolution, waskilled.

Barrientos
But before long the Barrientos

dictatorship fell, and new
struggles erupted, including
general strikes.

In 1971 a ‘Popular Assembly’
wasset up. This was intended as
an ‘independent

©
organ of

popular power, grouping toge-
ther al! the mass workers’ and
left-wing organisations in a form

  

 

. - . 3

-

ofunitedfront.
:**A few have dismissed it as a

transient and thoroughly
ineffectual body, a talking shop
for self-seeking ideologues who
net for only ten days, spentfive

of them immersed in bureau-
cratic minutiae and the rest of
provoking @ coup against which
thev could provide no leader-
ship.

“The left has, in general,
defended the experience
although it differs considerably
as to whether[it] represented a
school (PCB, the Bolivian
Communist Party). possessed
the characteristics of a soviet
(werkers’ councils such as those
in Russia in 1917) and_ the
organs of dual power (MIR, a
Castroite left group), or was a
body with much more pro-
nounced soviet characteristics
born out of a state of dual power
(POR).”* (p.192).

In any case the Popular
Assembly did fail to lead resis-
tance to the Banzer coup in
August 1971. Mass resistance
was, however.tremendous.

A general strike and armed
opposition were organised —

although Torres, the president
overthrown by Banzer, refused
to give out arms to the workers.

The workers’ movement was
crushed, far more seriously than
at any time since the ‘forties.
and Banzer remained in power
ynti! 1978. The savage military

 

regime was heavily backed by
US imperialism. From August
1971 to December 1972, Bolivia
received a total of $32 million
‘rom the US, as against only
$6.7 millionfrom 1942 to 1970.

Mass opposition neverthe-
less recovered in the late 1970s,
and Banzer was replaced by
civilian rulers. another bloody
coup — in October 1979, led by
Colonel Natusch Busch — was
followed by another parliamen-
tary regime.

By the end of 1980, demon-
strations, strikes and occupa-
tions were widespread.

Massresistance to attempt-
ing toreinstall military rule was
organised by the COB,but on a.
class-collaborationist political
line which proved unable,in the
event, to prevent the military
seizing power once. again in
July 1980.

Argentine
The new military regime fell

in 1982, following mass opposi-
tion on a colossal scale including
48-hour general strikes and
huge demonstrations. The
Argentine military — the main
sponsors of the 1980 coup —

were in disarray following their
defeat over the Falklands, and
the international bankers
thought that a civilian regime
would be better able to imple-
ment IMFausterityin Bolivia._

The new government of
Hernan Siles Zuazo, one of the

original MNR leaders in 1952,
simply represented a new round
in the cycle of political chaos.

Siles Zuazo
Siles’ government is still in
power — but earlier this year
(and outside the scope of
Dunkerley’s book) it was rocked
by a massive, but inconclusive,
series of general strikes. The
Bolivian Communist Party,
which is in Siles’ government,
was a serious brake on this
movement.

A consistent weakness of
Dunkerley's account is a reluc-
tance to make political judge-
ments on Bolivia’s workingclass
parties. Whilst clearly sympa-
thetic to the POR tradition (and
specifically the Lora group), he
makes no overall assessment of
their political record, or their
actions at crucial high-points in
the struggle like 1952 or 1971 —

outside of a fewfootnotes.
In fact, Dunkerley has very

little to say about thefractious
Bolivian Trotskyist movement,
apart from documenting_its
actions and general positions.
He neither explains nor com-
ments upon the splits and inter-
national alignments of the
various POR groups.

Conclusions
Dunkerley’s books is a

tremendous source of informa-
tion on the history of Bolivia
and its remarkable working
class: but it draws no sharp
political conclusions.

It would have been useful,
for example, to know more about
the organisation of the unions
and working class

_
political

parties at rank and file level and
about theforms of workingclass
organisation in strikes and
general strikes. Dunkerley
chronicles events -— and he
chronicles events. brilliantly —

but he leaves the reader desper-
ate for more information.

That said, Dunkerley’sbookis
of tremendous value. He has
performed: a great service in ~

recounting Bolivia's
_

tangled
history and recording the history
of the heroic workers’ move-
ment.
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Petrograd: May Day1917 :of
IN February 1917 the Russian
monarchy was overthrown by a

massive popular uprising which
put power into the hands of a

governmentof liberal capitalist
politicians.

In similar circumstances in
other revolutions, such capitalist
governments have been able to
hold onto power — politically
and physically to disarm the
working class and the mass of
the dispossessed, the poor of
town and countryside — and to
see to it that private property
remains intact and society
moveson alongcapitalist lines.

Bolivia 1952 (see page 8 of
this week’s Socialist Organiser)
is an exampleofthiskind of out-
cometo a revolutionarystruggle
which could have gone much
further.

Russia was different. In Octo-
ber 1917 an insurrection led
by the Bolshevik Party over-
threwthe capitalist government
and forthefirst time in history,
power passedinto the hands of
theworkingclassitself.

The new workers’ government
began to put an end to capital-
ism.

One major factor in the
Russian Revolution made the
difference — the Bolshevik
Party. Trotsky’s book “‘Lessons
of October’ is a study of the
strategy and tactics of the
Bolshevik Party — and the argu-
ments and divisions within it —

during the course of the revolu-
tion from February to October.
It shows the indispensable role
that the party played in making
theOctoberrevolutionhappen.

Trotsky was one of the major

“Why teenagers need the
National Abortion Cam-
paign” was the title of a

speech by Dr. Dury to the
Scottish Abortion Campaign
conferénce on November3.

Dr Dury was the founder
of “Doctors for a Woman’s

’ Choice on Abortion”, and
was a fierce opponent of the
“moral. majority” before they

STEETerSanaONEthe r

a
  

"Reviving our occasional series on socialist classics
‘Socialist Bookshelf’, Edward Ellis looks at Leon
Trotsky’s “Lessons of October”.

leaders of the Bolsheviks in
1917, and the main organiser of
the October insurrection. His
account of events is from first-
hand experience.

He focuses on two aspects of
the work of the party that made
the seizure of power possible.
First was its political role: the
way in which it was able to use

slogans and arguments that
keyed into the mood of the
masses and pointed the way
forward.

Second,.and no less impor-
tant, was it$abilityto recognise
and seize possibilities, to act
when the moment arose, to
develop ‘‘the art of insurrec-
tion’’.

It was not easy. In fact, the 

By Karen Thompson
even invented theirtitle.

She denounced the cam-
paign which seeks to deny
under-16s of access to contra-
ception and demonstrated
that any reduction in the
time limit for abortions
would heavily affect teen-
agers, who account for 30%
of late abortions.

Teenagers do not seek help

arrived in Russia from exile in
   

policy pursued by the party
immediately after the February
revolution would not have led
them to the victory in October.
They only moved onto a course
set for working class power as a
result of an internal political
battle that set Lenin, and later
Trotsky (who did not join the
party until the summer of
1917); against many other Bol-
shevik leaders.

After the fall of the Tsar, the
Bolshevik leaders.adopted a

policy of critical support for the
liberal-capitalist Provisional
Government. They argued that
becauseof the backwardness of
Russian society, the time was
not ripe for working class,
socialist revolution. Lenin (who 

- Scots abortion conference
to prevent unwanted preg-
nancies, and the delay before
seeking abortion, because
they fear condemnation and

rejection.
Dr. Dury stated that this

fear is encouraged by the
present backlash, and that
teenagers have difficulty
organising themselves politic-
ally to fight this imposed

The les
evolution

April) and Trotsky (whoarrived
in May), argued for opposition
to the capitalist government and
for ‘‘allpowerto theSoviets’.

The Soviets were huge
councils of workers’, peasaits’
and rank and file soldiers’
delegates that represented alter-
native institutions of state power
to the Provisional government
— or to any limited Parlia-
mentary semi-democracy that
might be set up.

At a conference in April,
Lenin won the Bolshevik Party
to his strategy. But the right
wing continuedtoresistit, right
up to the insurrection.

Major Bolshevik leaders like
Zinoviev and Kamenev — and
Stalin too, although Stalin was
far less important at the time —

opposed the insurrection in
October, for fear of provoking
counter-revolution. Lenin and
Trotsky had to fight them to

morality.
That is why she believes

NAC must prioritise their
fight.

The conference also
decided to work moreclosely
with the pro-choice groups
in the Republic of Ireland
and in the Six Counties of
NorthernIreland.

In Scotland we experience
anti-abortion activity, but
this is only a shadow of what
our Irish sisters suffer. The
Republic has the most repres-
sive laws on abortion in the
world. Initial links have been
forged and continuing solid-
arity work will be a priority.

 
 
 

get theparty to grasp the oppor-
tunity in October.

The fact that many Bolshevik
leaders made serious mistakes
in 1917, however, and that Lenin
was in a minority to begin with*
on the vital question of strategy
for the revolution, does not

“mean that the decisive factor in
the revolution was a fewclear-
headed individuals. The indiv-
iduals would have been helpless
without theparty.

The Bolsheviks’ success was
the result of both clear-headed
policies and an_ organisation
rooted in the workingclass, with
the’ respect and confidence of
the working class, and the
authority to lead. The clear-
headed line put forward by
Lenin enabled the party to
increase its size and influence,
so that by October it was in a

position to lead ‘the working
class the whole -way, to the
taking of state poweritself.

As Trotsky puts it, ‘‘The
fundamental instrument of
proletarian revolution is the
party’.

Before 1917 Trotsky had had
a clearer ideaof the real possib-

_

jlities in Russia than Lenin and
the Bolsheviks, who thought
that the best possibility was a
worker-peasant coalition
government which would carry
through radical reforms but
which — becauseof the numer-
ical weight of the peasantry, for
whomtheirown private patch of
land would be the main aim of
the revolution — could not go
beyondcapitalist limits. Trotsky
realised that the working class,
if it could lead the peasants to
bring down the Tsar would have
to go on to take power and over-

doorby post!
for a year.
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“Armed workersinMoscow during the Revolution

sons
throw capitalism if it was not to
betrayitself.

In 1917 Lenin came over to
Trotsky’s view on this. But
Trotsky’sideas would have been
no more than an_ historical
curiosity if Lenin had not been
building the party that could
actually carry out the seizure of
power.

Thepartywas vital in convinc-
ing the mass of the workers of
the need to take power. Andit
was vital in preparing and
organising theinsurrection.

Disorganised militants, with-
out a clear idea of what needed
to be done, and .without the
organised discipline to do it,
would have failed to seize the
momentin October 1917.

In writing ‘‘Lessons of Octo-
-ber’’, Trotsky had another pur-
pose besideshistorical research.
The hesitant, timid, right wing
in the party in 1917 were the
very people who in 1923, when
thebook was written, were lead-
ing the party and beginning a

purgeagainstTrotsky.
They and their co-thinkers

had ‘repeated their timid
approach in October 1923 in
Germany. As a result, an oppor-
tunity was lost. The lessons of
the German October — of fail-
ure— were as important as the
lessons of success.

In 1984, as in 1923, the
lessons of the Russian Revolu-
tion are important ones for
socialists. We have seen too
many revolutions go down to
defeat because those lessons
have not been learned. We, too,
need to build a revolutionary
party like the Bolsheviks that

. will make sure that in future the
workingclass can win.
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By NathanJones
THE United States has claimed
to have detected a Soviet ship on
its way to Nicaragua equipped
with MiGfighters.

In the afternoon of Reagan’s
election landslide, such claims
have an obvious intention: to
build up the idea that Nicara-
gua constitutes a Russian beach-
head on the American conti-
nent, and thereby to justify
existing US operations in
Central America — and lay the
basis for a possible—future
invasion.

Having won a majority in 49
out of 50 states, Reagan has
more of a free hand to prepare
an invasion of Nicaragua. The
US claim — which is almost
certainly false — is therefore
part of a build-up that puts the
Nicaraguan revolution under
threat.

Meanwhile, the US adminis-
tration is decrying last week’s
elections in Nicaragua as a
‘sham’.

Although they seem likely to
recognise Daniel Ortega as
President, the US have worked
hard to portray the election
results as fraudulent.

Victory
The ruling Sandinistas have

won a convincing victory in the
election — taking about 69%of
the vote in an 82% turn out.
Opposition parties had ‘some
success — notably the Indepen-
dent Liberalsand the Democrat-
ic Conservative Party whose
combined vote came to about
11%. But the Sandinista land-

WEDNESDAY October 31
marked1000 days on remandfor
Thomas Power, in Belfast’s
Crumlin RoadJail.This is equiv-
alentto five and a half years of a
jail sentence.

Thomas Power and hundreds
of other Irish men and women
have been charged, and many
convicted, on the uncorrobor-
ated evidence of paid ‘super-
grasses’ in Northern Ireland’s
non-jury Diplock courts.

Informers have been offered
bribesby the police in return for
theirstories:

‘They said we could go to any
country in the world, that we
would never have to work, if we
wanted a job they would get us

‘Nicaragua

slide was considerably greater
than Ronald Reagan’s.

Other opposition parties had
withdrawn from the election —

probably acting on CIA advice.
Their aim was to boost the argu-
mentthatthe elections were not
representative. But__these
parties are themselvessmall and
unrepresentative.

And the 82%turn out was not
the result of intimidation —

unlike under US-backedregimes
in Central America. Internation-
al observers, many not very
sympathetic to the Sandinistas,
agreed that the elections were
free and fair. The result —

admitted by the Sandinistas to
be less overwhelming than they
expected — was nevertheless a
huge vote of confidence in the
government.

US
A secret briefing paper

written for a meeting of the US
National Security Council proves
clearlythattheyhad prepared to
condemn the elections as a
‘sham’ regardless of facts, as
part of their propaganda war
against Nicaragua.

Their aim is to rally inter-
national support for the idea
that — without serious opposi-
tion — the Sandinistas wereleft
holding a ‘‘near worthless
hand’.

The documentalso showsthat
the US was behind the“moveby
right wing Central American
governments to demand
changes in the Contadora
agreement after the Sandinistas
agreedto signit.
 1000dayson remand

one...we would have a brand
new house, a car, a new identity,
a gun...’’ (Lorraine Gilmour,
wife of ‘supergrass’, Raymond
Gilmour).

Harry Kirkpatrick, the fifth
informer to name Thomas
Power, has confessed to five
murders and sixty other offen-
ces. He has told relatives thathe
will serve no more than five
years in an Englishjail and then
vanish to the country of his
choice.
_In every case where Thomas

Power has been named,theevi-
dence has either been thrown
out of court or has been with-
drawn. But he has been con-
stantly refusedbail.

 
 
  

outside the coalfields.
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BASINGSTOKESocialist Organiser group has been exemplary
in fund-raising work for the miners’ strike — the support com-

mittee in which they areactivehas got in £28,000sofar, from
a town withoutparticularly strong trade union traditions and

But until now Basingstoke has lagged behind other groups
in papersales. Local organiser Alasdair Jamison reports that
this is changing. “Everybodyis carrying papers round with
themall the time now,and the attitude to sales has changed.

“We've got a street sale established, with four or five com-
rades turning up for it, and that shifts about a dozen papers, or

more, eachweek. The nextstep is to get an-estate sale going”’.
London SO groups whohavegot regularestate sales under

way find that the regular effort does bring returns. 13 papers
were sold on the Southwarksale last week, and 14 inIslington,
and those figuresare now pretty stable.

Can yourlocal group revolutioniseits paper sales? Let us
know aboutyour efforts by writing in to 214 Sickert Court,
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Riots in India
BY Saturday November 3, the
official death toll in the after-
math of the ‘assassination of
Indira Gandhi had passed 500.
Exactly how many people have
died is not yet clear — but it
runs into hundreds more.

Rioting by Hindus directed
against the Sikh minority — held
to be collectively responsible —

has spread across the country.
There could be Sikh counter-
violence in the Punjab, where
there are approximately eight
million Sikhs out of a population
of 16 million.

The slaughter. last week
echoes similar events last year
when over 2,500 Muslim immi-
grants in Assam died in Hindu
rioting, and thousands of refu-
gees fled the state in terror.
There were also attacks by
Hindus on Moslems in Bombay
earlierthisyear.

Communalism — inter-com-
munity sectarian conflict — has
grown in India recently. And
there is no doubt that Gandhi’s
Congress (I) Party is partly to
blame. :

Opposition
Gandhi's rule — since she

returned to power in 1980 — has.
increasinglybeen challenged by
movements in India’s regions-.
hostile to central government
authority. Local and_ regiojfial
elections in 1982 and 1983
revealed a growth of various
opposition forces — or more
accurately, a regrowth, since 

 

By Steve Hobbs

Gandhiwas soundly defeated in
1977 after the end of the State
of Emergency she imposed in
1975.

In 1983, Gandhi’s party was
heavily defeated in the election
in Andhra Pradesh by a film
actor, NI Rama Rao. And in
Karnataka, the Congress Party
suffered a defeat. Tripura and
West Bengal remained in he
hands of the Communist Party
(Marxist).

Sikhs
The opposition force that has

hit the international headlines
this’ year, however, is the
Sikhs. os

Last June, there was fierce
fighting between Sikhs and the
Indian army in the Punjab, with
thousandsof Sikhs detained and
killed. The conflict culminated
with the army seizure of Sikh
holy places in Amritsar on
June 6, when 1000 people were
killed.

The level of repression was
typical of Gandhi's regime. But
the Sikhs are not an oppressed
people, and their movement is
not a progressive one. Many of
their demands are for special
privileges rather than against
oppressionAnd the call for a
Sikh state (‘Khalistan’) in Pun-
jab can only lead to sectarian
conflict: the Sikhs are only just
over 50%of the population and
are closely intermingled with

Hindus.
Two-thirdsof all Sikhs live in

Punjab. They are distinguished
from Punjabi Hindus only
by theirreligion. Many Sikhs are
better off than the average
Indian. Punjab itself is the
wealthiestof India’s states; and
within the Punjab, Sikhs are
about 90% of the large farmers
(though the city merchants are
more often Hindus).

Many Sikhs occupy leading
positions in Indian public life,
and are over-represented in the
army (between 10% and 15%as
against 2%of the population as
a whole).

The fact that Sikhs were in
Indira Gandhi’sbodyguard to be
in a position to assassinateheris
itself instructive.

The fires of communalism in
India have been stoked both
by British colonial and by post-
independence politicians. The
British followed a deliberate
policy of encouraging a separate
Sikh identity after the Indian
Mutiny in 1857, when the
Sikhs remained loyal, and
recruited them disproportion-
ately into thearmy. {

Identity f

The Sikhs — whoare a 16th
century break from Hinduism—

did not historically view them-
selves as a distinct community.
That separate identity was
created.

After independence,_the
major political parties all used
communal loyalties to win
support. In particular, Hindu

  
Gandhi

sectarianism was whipped up
by chauyinists (like the fascist
RSSand condoned by Congress.

The weakness of working
class parties helped this process
by default. The Moscow-line
Communist Party of India
supported Indira’ Gandhi’s
Emergéncy decrees; the break-
away (but larger) Communist
Party (Marxist), and now also
the CPI, tailed the capitalist
opposition.

Communalism has not been
fought with class politics. The
Congress Party has_been
accused of encouraging the
recent violence. Khushwant
Singh — a Sikh politician
allied with Gandhi’prior to the
storming.of the Golden Temple
in June — claimed that the.
Hindu ‘‘mobswere led by mem-
bers of the Congress(I).

“In my_neighbourhood
[they] were led by the president
of thelocal Congress (I) commit-
tee.’’ (Guardian, November6).

India has seen a large number
of major strikes over recent
months. And althoughcommun-
al loyalties are obviously
extremely powerful, there have
been reports of joint Hindu-
Sikh ‘peace committees’ being
set up in many areas. (Financial
Times, November5).

A struggle against commun-
alism and for working class
unity is theway out.

Praise for capitalist ruler
SOMEstrangethingshave been
said about Indira Gandhi since
she was killed. Michael Foot, for
example, gave her a touching
obituary in theObserver.

Gandhi,says the ex-leader of
the Labour Party, was‘‘closerto
the Indian masses than any
otherleader’. ©

Hepaintsa picture of her as a
virtual saint, a kind, caring,
loving benevolent world leader.
(She was after all a member of
the Labour Party in her time as a
student in England).

Ofcourse, Foot has to recog-
nise a few unpleasant facts. In
1975 she refused to accept a

parliamentary decision that she
resign, suspended parliament
and declared a State of Emer-
gency. Her opponents, from
capitalist politicians to trade
union militants, were rounded
up and imprisoned.

Comrade Foot

_
benignly

comments on her ‘‘power of
decision in a crisis, a readiness
to act alone’’. When he met her
during the Emergency, he was

deepiy impressed.
“I was told she would never

call anotherdemocratic election;

By Patrick Ferguson
I came away with the certainty
thatshe would doexactlythat.’’

The Indian people were so

impressed with the whole affair
that when Gandhi did call an
election — in 1977 — theyreso-
lutely refused to elect her. For
Foot, the whole episode merely
showed how marvellous Gandhi
was: ‘“‘when she accepted defeat
withsuch grace and nobilityand
resilience [it] was probably the
most important moment in the
history of Indian democracy.”

Foot — who places great
emphasis on his credentials as a
‘democratic socialist’ — thus
puts forward the astonishing
argument that when a self-
appointed dictator is forced to
accept defeat in an election,it is
the dictator who wins a glorious
victory for democracy by having
thegrace toget out.

Of course this was not the
only example ofIndira Gandhi's
taste for overruling democratic
decisions. Whenherpartylost a

state election in Andhra Pradesh
last year. she promptly disims-

sed the candidate — NI Rama
Rao —whohad hadtheaudacity
to beat her although he was
later reinstated. She has made
similar moves in many other
states. Foot makes no comment.

As for her family,Foot thinks -

it is a wonderfulinstitution. The
late Sanjay may have committed
a few excesses during the
Emergency — like a masssteril- .

isation programme — but Foot
prefers to forget it (except to
say that ‘‘she suffered a
mother’s agony when she saw
thempilloried or, as she bel-
ieved, defamed’).

Power
Nor does the fact that power

now goes into the hands of
Gandhi'sson —anold-fashioned
dynastic successionif ever there
was one — call for any com-
ment.

Foot even makes a virtue out
of Gandhi's notorious

—
insis-

tence that more and more power
be concentrated in her hands.

Foot can only praise the pro-
grammeofarelatively powerful
cepitalist class. for a “united
India’ — an India where a super-

wealthyfew rule over millionsin
absolute poverty, and where
ethnic minorities, Muslims, and
now eventherelatively well-off
Sikhs are harassed and perse-
cuted. :

It says a lot about Foot’s
democratic, never mind his
socialist credentials.

~The Morning Star, meanwhile
comments that Mrs Gandhi was
“the current chair of the Non-
Aligned Movementand a power-
ful, progressive figure interna-
tionally on the Third World and
United Nations stages.”

Such a shame that she was
‘increasingly adopting repres-
sive right wing policies at
home”’.

The Morning Star does not
mention that the Moscow-line
Indian Communist Party sup-
ported Gandhi's

|
Emergency

decrees in 1975-77. saying thatit
was necessary to protect the
‘national democratic’ Congress
regime against ‘reactionaries’.

The chief recommendationfor
Gandhi cited by the Star is her -

“policy of close friendship with
the Soviet Union”.
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Jaguarstrikeissolid
Jim Denham spoke to a
TGWU activist at the Jaguar
Brown’s Laneplant.

“We deliberately kept this
year’s claim simple: £25
across the board and sick pay
to be paid from day oneif
you are off for more than a
week.

“The negotiating commit-
tee also asked for a “‘commit-
ment’? to review the grading
structure.

“The company offered a
package deal, supposedly
worth 22% over two years.
But £3.75 of that is consolid-
ation of bonus moneythatis
already being earned. So in
new money the offer is only
worth 7% per year.

“The negotiating commit-
tee (made up of 18 senior
stewards from the three
plants, with TGWU national
officer Grenville Hawley in
the chair) rejected this and
mass meetings at the plants
endorsed the rejection over-
whelmingly.

Amendedoffer
“The company then

‘amended’ the offer, adding a

princely 50p per week. This
went to a further round of
mass meetings which again
threw it out by a very large
margin.

“Anyway, the second
round -of mass meetings con-
firmed that the strike would
go ahead from Thursday
November 1, but in the last
few days before the action
was due to start, Hawley and
the officials began a frantic
round of secret negotiations,
hoping to stitch up somedeal
andcall off the strike.

“Hawley’s actions should
be a warning to all of us: he
effectively conceded that the
company weren’t going to
offer any new money, and
asked instead that the £400
worth of shares that Jaguar
are committed to give each
employee in 1985 (an
arrangement reached when
the company was hived off
from BL) should be turned

into a lump-sum cash pay-
ment.

“The matter of the share
aliocation was always sup-
posed to be kept entirely
separate from wage negotia-
tions — even the company
said that. But Hawley even-
tually came away with a
deal that £200 worth of
shares would be paid out as
a cash lump sum for work-
ers who had started before
April 1984.

“On the strength of this
miserable ‘“‘concession” a
third round of mass meet-
ings was called for Wednes-
day October 31, the day
before the strike was due to
start, which obviously had a
demobilising effect. At
Brown’s Lane,thelargestfac-
tory, the convenor, Ron New-
combe, was so anxiousto jus-
tify having called a further
meeting, that he ended up
making out that new money
was on offer.

“So although he formally
recommended rejection (in
line with the plant joint shop
stewards’ committee recom-
mendation), a lot of workers
were confused.

“This wasn’t helped by the
fact that 400 anti-strike votes
at the day shift mass meeting
were counted twice. Eventu-
ally the Brown’s Lane result
emerged as a majority of
three for rejection of the
offer and for the strike on the
day shift, and a 2-1 vote to
accept the deal on the night
shift. ’

“But at Radford and
Castle Bromwich, the votes
remained overwhelmingly for
rejection, and Brown’s Lane
has abided by the majority,
despite management attempts
to whip up a»shop floor
movement demanding a
secret ballot.

24-hour picket
“The strike is solid. At

Brown’s Lane we have a 24-
hour picket and even work-
ers who voted to accept the
deal turn up for picket duty.

Students join
TO coincide with London coun-
cil workers’ day of action against
rate-capping, students at the
City Polytechnic have gone into
occupation.

Polytechnics are partly
funded by local councils and
partly through a quango known
as the National Advisory Body
(NAB).

Jill Lewis and Sue Rossiter
explained:

“OurPoly had a 5 per cent cut
in its budget this year. A site
was closed, the library was cut
back,field trips have gone, can-
teen prices are up, and we might
not even have a canteen after
Christmas.

Next year with rate capping
we arefacinga cut of10 per cent
andpossibly moreifthe NAB is

  

 
   
 
 
  
 
 
 

BASINGSTOKE’S new

private dust service is exper-
iencing its third strike in less
than three monthssince the
service was privatised.

Wastecare, part of the
Grand Metropolitan -group,
have imposed workspecifica-
tions which it has proved
completely impossible for the

‘reducedworkforce to meet.
_

This was originally done
on the basis of contracts of _and have been sacked by the

 

told to keep on cutting.
Our college can't cope with

these cuts. That's why we are
occupying.

Originally we planned a 24
hour occupation, but it has been
extended becauseof the unions’
day of action tomorrow. They
arefighting rate-capping, and so

are we.
We plan to come out of occu-

pation at 8 am and stand on the
picket line with the unions to
support them. We want to be
seen to befighting side by side
withthem.

We are saying to the Poly
Directorate that it’s time they
stood up for the Poly, for the
students andfor education as a
whole, and started fighting like
thestudents unionisfighting.

Dust staff fight hive-off
By Alasdair Jamison

employment which refused
union recognition.

Recognition of the TGWU
was won in the secondstrike
a few weeks ago.

Now, because of the
impossible workrate, all but
a handful of. GIS’s dust staff
in Basingstoke are on strike

 

There’s no scabbing whatso-
ever.

“Now that we’ve bottled
up the plants, we need to
turn our attention to the
docks and transporter yards.

Flyingpickets
The officials say that there is
already organised blacking at
the docks, but even if this is
true we should still send out
flying pickets to take -the
pressure off the dockers and
ensure that they stand firm.

“The stewards should take
advantage of the fact that
workers will be coming in for
back pay on the next two
Thursdays. This is an ideal
opportunity to put out infor-

rate-cap
The other unions at the

college have supported us. The
tea ladies have given us a tea-
urn and some sandwiches; at a

differentsite theporters refused
to open up a building because
we had,a picket line on it; and
the lecturers left us a video and
sometapes.

No one from the National
Union ofStudents Executive has
even been to see us though we
are only down the road from
them. But the other Polys who
really knowthe problems have
phoned us to give us their full
support.

NUSis campaigning for what
they call the New Deal for Stu-
dents — covering grants, cuts,
everything, all in one go. While
our Poly supports it, the cam-

contractor.
* The Labour Group on
Basingstoke Borough Council
is supporting the strike, and
attempting to use the indus-
trial action as a basis to force
the service back into the
hands of a DLO.

Notts striking miners on

regular fund raising delega-
tions to Basingstoke have
been on the picket lines on
at least two occasions.

 

 
mationbulletins.

“We must ensure that
Hawley and Co. aren't
allowed to cook up any
more dirty deals and that
we stay out for our full one-
year claim. (There are sug-
gestions that the negotiating
committee might be moving
towards accepting a two-
year deal).

£3M profits
“By the way, when the

value of the pound dropped
against the dollar, a few
weeks ago, Jaguar immediate-
ly made £3 million profits in
a single day from its Ameri-
can exports. £3 million is
exactly what their present
pay offer would cost them,”

¢

paign is really very weak. We
don't think they've called for
enough action.

Wewillwrite letters to MPs,
lobby Parliamentand so on, but
we don't think it's enough and
we're going to organise our own

campaigns too. We're saying to
NUS: you've got to organise
direct action too.

We've had more news cov-

erage from one college taking
their own action than NUS has
hadaltogether. Thetimetofight
is now! Perhaps we canuse our

fightback as the start of a real
campaign.

Part of the problem is the
InnerLondon Education Author-
ity. They haven't the money to
keep us going. They should
makea stand.

Bureaucrats run ILEA as

much as anyone else. There are
some good Labour people on

ILEA, but there are some really
poor ones, too.

Ifyou had a situationlikeyou
had in Liverpool when the
Councilsaid they would fight —

I know theydid back downinthe
end

__

but if they said they
would fight, instead of just
squirming around, thenit would
giveus all a real boost.

Through the Labour Club
we'll be campaigning in the
Labour. Party for support for
Polys occupying andjor Li. 0

pull out of that Tory quarige
theNationalAdvisory Bad.’
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THE Broad Left in the civil ser-
vice union CPSAsplit last week-
end, November3.

95 supporters of the “Labour
Group’ and the Communist
Party walked out soon after the
start of the almost 400-strong
conference.

The CPSA Broad Left has
been the strongest such body in
the British trade: union move-
ment, with a large active mem-

bership and currently a majority
on the union’s national execu-
tive.

This split will help the right
wing. Rank andfileleft activists
will be dismayedby a split which
has been generated byfactional,
rivalries at National Executive
level; and the CPSA’s first-
past-the-post election system
meansthat the right wing can
walk straight through themiddle
oftworivalleft slates.

The stated reason for the split
was that ‘‘Militant’s current
drive for hegemony and un-
flinching orthodoxy is incom-
patible with other socialists
attempting to work with them in
the same organisation.””

Hardleft
But the hard-left Socialist

Caucus faction— which opposes
Militant politically just as much
as, and perhaps more than, the
soft-left splitters do — rejected
the walk-out.Speaking on behalf
of the Caucus, Ian Leedham
said that the arguments of the
soft ‘eft were just like those used
by witch-hunters in the Labour
Party against Militant.

In fact the specific charges
cited by the soft left were’ all to
do with Militant allegedly being
harsh or ‘‘sectarian’’ in criti-
cism of the behaviour of soft-
left NEC members. The truth is
that — whatever exaggerated
language may or may not have
been used — those NEC mem-
bers deservecriticism.

Behind their talk of ‘‘toler-
ance’? and “‘open debate’’, it
scems that electoral/careerist
calculations motivate the soft
left's split.

Militant did not have *‘com-
plete control"’ of the Broad Left,
but it was strong enough-to get
itself the plum places on the
Broad Left's electoral slates.
The soft left calculated, probab-
ly accurately,that in the general
CPSA membership its candi-
dates could get more support
than Militant.

Bysplitting they will suffer
clectorallyin the short term, but
in the medium term they can

hope to overwhelm Militant or

force it into electoral pacts on

terms favourable to the soft
left.

Unfortunately it is not pos-
sible just to say ‘good riddance’
to the soft left.

In thefirst place, the record of
Militant supporters on the NEC
is only marginally better than
that ofthesoft left. They repeat-
edlytried to ditch the Birming-
ham/Oxford DHSS dispute in
1982. Their lack of leadership
over the 1984 pay campaign was

 

DOMESTICS at Barking Hos-
pital are continuing their strike
against Crothalls, the firm that
has thecontract for cleaning.

Following last week’s indus-
trial tribunal decisions

—
that

Crothalls sacked them ‘unfair-
ly", the strikers ate waiting for
Crothalls to decide whether or
not thes will appeal against the
s $432.

I) tustrial
“he to, anaes!

tribunals. while
compensatien,

 
    
 

such that even the MilitantBarking
Now for reinstatemer

cPSA——
Split will help

e

supporters at last weekend’s
conference voted to censure all
the Broad Left members on the
NEC. (Steve Battlemuch, mov-
ing the censure motion, under-
lined that it was not directed
only againstthesoft left.)

As the Socialist Caucus bulle-
tin put it, ‘‘Neither side of the
fracture has any right to claim
the original heritage of the
Broad Left as a body which
aspired to campaignand fight
for socialist policies on the basis
of mobilising rank and file
support...”

The split therefore makes 1
veryurgent to build the Socialis
Caucus and to give it a highe:
profileas a principled, rank-and
file-oriented,Left in theunion.

There are good possibilitie:
for doing this— especially if the
Socialist Workers Party, wh
have just come into the Broa
Left, and otherhardleft activist
who have stayed outside thi
Caucusuntilnow,join in.

A bold effort to build up th
Socialist Caucusis vital — andi
must include a policy for reuni
fying theleft.

While Militant and th
CP/soft Labour Left factionwer
the biggest groups in the pre
split Broad Left, a lot of Broa
Left members are outside th
main factions. It seems the
most of those members outsid
the main factions stayed wit
the Broad Left last weekend.

But developments in th
membership at large will ne
necessarily mirror those at th
conference. Partly because «
the press propaganda, an
partly because of Militant
wooden politics and heavy
handed methods, a lot of th
less-committed Broad Le
supporters are likely to grav
tate to thesoft left bloc.

It will seem more mainstrea:
and not much less  milita
industrially.

In other words, a large pr
portion of the activists on who
efforts to develop militant trac
unionism in CPSA must deper
are likelyto be pulled behindti
soft left leaders. Serious sociz
ists will have to find a way
relate to them and combat tl
leaders’influence.

Conferences
The Socialist Caucus needs

drawup detailedproposals 1
united left action both on ca!

paigning issues and for ele
tions.

:All these questions will |
debated closely among CP:
activists over the coming weel
in preparation for a series
meetings in early December.

On Thursday 6th there is
CPSA_ special conference
decide on the 1985 payclaim.

On the 7th the soft I
(Broad Left °84, as they hi
now styled themselves) |
called a conference. The Soc
ist Caucusis planning to have
open meeting on that eveni'
and the next day, Saturday &
there is a reconvened con
ence of the Militant-majo
BroadLeft.

 

cannot instruct employers
re-employ unfairly dismis
workers. The strike will conti
demanding~ reinstatem
which has been the aim of
workers from the day they v
sacked.

Support on the picket lin
still needed every morning f
6.30 am onwards.

Furtherdetails can be obt
ed from the Strike Line —

592 5038.
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SsLarworkers
defy courts 

 

 
By Jim Denham

The rank and file have come
out solidly in support of the
pay strike at Austin Rover.
At Cowley and Longbridge
only a tiny handful of work-
ers are crossing picket lines
and their numbers are
decreasing all the time.

At the smaller plants the
initial response was slower,
but factories inSwindon and
Castle Bromwichhave joined
the strike and 26,000 out of a
total workforce of 28,000 are
now involved in the dispute.

The main danger to the
action lies with the union
officials. Ken Cure, the
AUEWchief negotiator, spent
last weekend running about
telling the press that the
“strike should not happen;
that it would not be worth-
while and that the company’s
offer was a good one.

On Monday the company
went to the High Court to get
an injunction against the
strike ‘under the Tories’ 1984
anti-unionlegislation.

Both the AUEW and the
ERTPU scurried along to the
court to tell Mr Justice
Stewart-Smith that. they were
not making the -action
official.

The Joint Negotiating
Committee, made up of dele-
gates from all the plants plus
fuil-time officials, meeting on
Wednesday, voted to reject
the cowardly position of the
AUEWand to continue with
the action in defiance of the
court ruling.

This undoubtedly reflects
che militancy and determina-
tion of the rank and file,
particularly at the two big
plants.

In the week prior to ‘the
strike the company were des-
peratelv trving to whin up a
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shop -floor movement
demanding a ballot.

This involved allowing
Longbridge workers off the
tracks with petitions and at
Cowley they even attempted
to hold their own shop floor
meetings. The whole thing
was a patheticfailure and this
supposed movement. never
reached more than two dozen
people.

Then the company went
to the High Court. Allgtheir
arguments about doing this in
the name of democracy: are
shown up by the company
spokesperson:

“We now expect the trade
unions to instruct any of
their members who are on
strike to resume normal
working.”

Women
Picketing on the Tuesday

night after the injunctionhad
been served was particularly
militant at Longbridge and
was notable for the fact that
a number of women from the
sewing rooms. had come to
the picket lines to turn away
the small number of sewing
room women who were
scabbing.

The rank andfilestill need

ptsss
Ss

By Mick O’Sullivan,
(chair, London Bridge, in
personal capacity).
THE November 7 Day of
Action against rate-capping,
called by the ‘LondonBridge’
shop stewards’ committee,
was an enormoussuccess.

Well over 50,000 struck.
In Islington and Lambeth
160% of council workers
were out; in Haringey about
90%, and in Lewisham over

 

i?
to watch ‘the officials closely,
even those of the TGWU,
which has so far taken a
firm position.

Grenville Hawley, the
TGWU national officer, was
initially very half-hearted in
his response to the com-

pany’s legal action. He will
undoubtedly now be looking
for any miserable compro-
mise deal that can be cobbled
together to get the. strike
called off and prevent seques-
tration of the TGWU’s funds
for contempt of court.

The rank andfileneed as a
matter of urgency to estab-
lish plant-based strike com-

50%.
A large numberof schools

in the Inner London Educa-
tion Authority were closed
as teachers walked outfor the
day. All secondary schools in
Haringey followed a local
NUT decision to

_
strike,

despite the national NUT
instructing them to work.

10,000 joined the march
from Burgess Park, with over
3,000 on the feeder demon-
stration from Lambeth. The
Festival Hall was filled to
overflowing at the end of the

 Headlines fate away,
Starvation remains

 
 

The Cowleyplant (photo: John Harris)
mittees to control the course
of the action and monitorall
negotiations.

There must be feport-
backs to the plants at every
stage of the negotiations,
24-hour picket rotas need to
be established and flying
pickets sent to the plants
still working, as well as to the
car depots.

The rank and file must
make it clear to the Joint
Negotiating Committee that
they should not contemplate
accepting a two-year deal and

-that nothing will be accept-
able short of the full £22
across the board claim for the
next 12 months.
 Massive turnout

against rate cap
march. Local Labour councils
were called upon to mobilise
to confront and fight the
government.

The Day of Action was
organised by shop floor con-
venors and stewards on an
inter-borough basis, rather
than by fulltime union
officials.

It shows both the strength
of rank-and-fileorganisation,
and the potentia! for a serious
campaign by the labour
movement against Tory plans
for rate-capping.

THE famine in Ethiopia has
droppedout of theheadlines.

Even the Daily Mirror, which
launched an appeal that has
raised around £650,000, donated
by ordinary people, no longer
gives it front page priority.
Perhapstheyfeel enough shame
to be embarrassed by the con-
trast hetween the appeal and
their ’"* snillion‘Mirror Bingo’.

For the DailyMirror thewhole
affair has just been a cheaper
publicity stunt than the Bingo:
‘*..our mercy mission gets
through’; ‘Mirror mercy flight’
and soon.

Millionsstill starving
But all the food aid that has

been sent to Ethiopia has only
scratched the surface ofthereal,
horrific problem. Millions of
people are still starving — in
other parts of Africa, in north-
east Brazil, and in Bangladesh."

 
And ten million tons of grain /

are still sitting in storage in
Europe.

Government action has been
hopelessly inadequate. The
British government has sent
three RAF transport planes
(which took until Monday
November5 to leave for Ethiopia
becuase of a diplomatic row).
Three miserable planes for
seven milliondyingpeople.

And themoneyfor the aid has
simply been docked from the
existing aid programme. So it
has been taken away from some-
one else who needsit.

Meanwhile the learned sages
of the ‘Economist’ — the maga-
zine that really tells you what
the bosses think — insists that
all this giving away food is a
very bad thing: ‘‘Free food is
 

£800.

Thorne, £2.50.

  
Send moneyto: 214 Sickert Court, London N1 2SY.

dangerousstuff”.
_“Pictures of starving babies

help [charities] raise money for
emergencies. But ‘such pic-
tures also persuade many people
that giving away food is a good
thingoutside emergencies too...

“Rich governments should
not add to Africans’ self-inflic-
ted misfortunes the burden of
harmful handouts in normal
seasons.”

In the long run, starving is
good for you.

In reality the poverty and
misery in the Third World is the
responsibility of the capitalist
system, and in. particular the
responsibilityof the big capital-
ist powers who could save the
starving with a small fraction of
theirsurplus stocks.

According to the UN Food and
Agriculture organisation,
Africa needs £91million in aid
to save the immediate victims of
starvation.

Sick system
In 1982 the UK spent nearly

£22 billionon military expendi-
ture alone. The USA_spent
nearly £149 billion. It would
take 0.5% of the world’s annual
military expenditure to irrigate
the Sahara desert. That is the
measure of the sick system we
live under.

The labour movement must
force action to be taken to save

_sthe starving in Africa. We must
‘demand immediate aid to
Africa, a permanent interna-
tional famine relief fund, and
the cancellation of debts owed
by the African states to Cith
Banks.

The Labour Party should
organise a demonstration to
fight for this.

November8, 7.30, Sheffield
City Hall.
November 11, 7.00, Newcas-
tle City Hall.
November13, 7.00, Afan
Lido,
November 14, 7.30, Digbeth
Hall, Birmingham.

 
Wehave nowsent a formalletter to the landlord of the new
premises we hopeto get, saying that we wish to take the
lease. Once references are checked and other formalities
completed, it should only be a matter of days until we move.

To move we'll need lots of money — and quickly. Butat
present we’restillstruggling to. complete an £800 emergency
appeal, to get our regular budget back in balance.

£87.80 this week brings us up to £535.18 towards that

Let’s see if we can complete the £800 target thisnext
week, so we can go backto buildingup the £2000 premisesfund. if all SO supporters are prompt this month in sending
in the regular extra £5 (£1 unwaged) which we’ve asked for
throughout the minersstrike, then we can doit.

Thanks to: Southampton SO £10; Glasgow SO £20; Geoff
Ward £20; East London SO £22; Les Hearn £10, and,in extra
moneyfrom his sponsored cycle ride, £3.30; and Trevor
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