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Yorkshireminer's
Wife:determined to win’

otand by tie
Unions mustminprs! —

~

TUC chair Jack Eccles has blurted it out. The
TUC leaders are not committed to a miners’
victory. They just wantto end thestrike.

They want a settlement — any settlement,
just so long as it ends the risks and agitation of
the dispute.

, In a radio interview on Tuesday 30th,
Eccles said that the TUC shoula pressurise the
miners to settle on terms similar to the pit
deputies’ deal.

That deal committed the Coal Board to
nothing but “considering” concessions. But
BBC Newsnight on Tuesdayrevealed that seven
top union leaders had said they agreed with
Eccles.

Because of rank and file support for the
miners, six of those seven spoke only “off the
record”. And TUC general secretary Norman
Willis said Eccles was “not speaking for the
TUC.I do notshare his views”’.

But Eccles’ statement showed clearly enough
why the TUC promises of support for the
miners have remained largely a deadletter. At
the TUC Congress in September union leaders
promised to stop movement and handling of
coal and of substitute oil. They have done
almost nothing to keep that promise.

p Eccles is an official of the GMBU, one of
the crucial unions in the powerstations.

Rank. and file trade unions have to call our
leaders to order, and demandthat they deliver
on their promises.

Militants must organise in every workplace
and every trade union branch to makesure that
the TUC decisions are actually implemented.
No coal or coal substitutes must be allowed to
move; picketing must be spread, especially at
power stations, and the rule of not crossing
them must be enforced. Trade unionists have to
be convinced oftheurgencyofthetasks before
us now to win support and victory for the

, miners.
|

The Tories are not just trying to close pits.
| They are out to break the back of effective

trade unionism. Every union should back the : go

miners. Miners onpicl:etof Didcot power station Photo: John Harris (IFL)
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Editorial
NUM and Libya

FOR THETories andtheir police, it’s a bare-knuckle fight ag-
ainst the miners.

The bosses and the governmentare fighting like people who
know thatthis is the battle of their political lives. And it is.
The outcome of the miners’ strike will shape industrial — and,
probably,political — life in Britain for a long time to come.

So, for the Tory propaganda machine,anythinggoes.
Since NUM official Roger Windsor visited Libya, the presshas piled in on the miners’ leaders, kicking, spitting, biting,

butting and eye-gouging like the gang of ruling classe hired
thugs that theyare.

Thepoliticianshave joined the scrum, and NeilKinnock has
vied with the Tories to denounce Arthur Scargill.

Norman Willis, the TUC’s general secretary, who should be
organising support for the miners, took the chance to have a
go and crack the TUC’s whip over the NUM.He announced:

“I have asked for, and been given, Mr Scargill’s categorical
assurance than no financial support has been sought for,

received by, or will be accepted by the NUM from the Libyan
regime, which he, like myself, regards as an odious tyranny”.

The purpose of the Tory hate-mongering against the NUM
is to turn other workers against the miners, and — they hope —

turn rank andfileminers against Arthur Scargill.
The miners could win a complete victory in a very short

time if enough workers took action in solidarity. The propa-ganda war is aimedto stopthat.
The Tories are disgusting hypocrites.
Tony Benn pointed out in the House of Commonsthatthe

Coal Boarditself has contracts with Libya, making money by
training Libyan technicians. Other British businesses continue
to have lucrative links with Libya. The Tories’ close allies in
the US capitalist class have big oil interests in Libya, and US
firms together with South Koreans have just started a huge
$11 billionman-maderiver project there.

The hypocrisy is worse than that. Of courseit is true that
there is nothing in Libya deserving of the name‘trade union’.
The so-called Libyan trade unions are rubber stamps for the
government. It is a pity that Arthur Scargill allowed himself to
talk as if trade unions exist in Libya independent of the
government,with which the NUM could havelinks.

But who is Thatcher to condemn the NUMforthiswhen
she depends so heavily on scab coal from Poland to break the
miners’ strike? Thatcher weeps public tears for the banned and
‘outlawed Polish trade union movement, Solidarnosc, but sheis
very happy to use the coal produced by Polish miners under
martial law conditions described by some of them asslave
labour.

When Thatcher uses the lack of free trade unionism in
Libya as a weaponin herbattle to beat down the miners and
destroy effective trade unionism in Britain, the labour move-
ment mustrally to the NUM. .

Socialists should also be clear on the political issues involv-
ed. Two things need to be separated out when we discuss the
rights and wrongs of a British trade union having links with
Libya. Twotypes of‘links’ need to be distinguished.

Hard-pressed trade union leaders looking for material help
wherever they can get it: that is one thing. Pretending that
Gadaffi is politically on the workers’ side, or his regime is
socialist, is another. Se

 

In principle a
=

In principle it would be perfectly legitimatefor the NUM to
get help — without strings, without illusions, and without
pretending that there exists a real Libyan labour movement —

from Libya. Eight months into thestrike, with the union’s
funds seized by the courts, it can be readily understood that
Arthur Scargill might be in a moodto ‘try anything’.

The Tories have no right to protest: but when we discuss
the issue within the labour movement,other thingshave to be~.
balanced against the material aid that might come to the
miners from Libya, and in thefirst place the effect of NUM
links with Libya on rank andfileminers and onother workers
whose sympathyandsolidarity is vital to the miners.

The contact.with Libya was politicallymistaken and inept.
It played into the hands of the Tories. It has allowed scab-
herding police in Notts to needle miners on the picket line
about a regime for which they have no sympathy.

There are those on the fringes of the labour movement who
glorify Libya and its ‘great man’, Gadaffi — notoriously the®.
‘Workers Revolutionary Party’, which is widely believedto be —

subsidised in some way byLibya,but also Labour Herald; and
Ron Brown MP, leader of a recent delégation of Labour MPs
to Libya. In fact Libya is what Kinnock,Willis and otherssay,
it is: a vile and odious tyranny.

The independent trade unions that existed under the mon-
archy overthrownin 1969 have been rooted out. Dissidents are‘,
condemned without trial and hangedin the streets. Reaction-
ary Islamic fundamentalism sets the norms for public life.
Gadaffi’s international activities range from having his oppon-
ents assassinated in London, through helping the Ethiopian
regime to suppress liberation fighters in Eritrea, to petty
imperialist adventures in Chad. 3

Of course there are nastier things in the international

 

 
 

 
the regime in El Salvador. But Gadaffi’s regime is the opposite
of socialism. To be an advocate of Gadaffi’s ‘socialism’ or
“sntiimperialism’ is to part company with workingclass poli-
tics and with socialism.

Arthur Scargill plainly does not believe that Libya is a
socialist state. It is regrettable, however, that he has talked as
if there are real trade unions in Libya. Labour MPs have tabled
2 motion in the Commons asserting the NUM’s right “to
receive aid from trade unionists anywhere in the world”. Yes,
indeed. But the official trade unions in Libya@re government
fronts — like the official unions in Stalinist states like the
USSR and Eastern Europe, with which the TUC shamefully
maintains ‘fraternal’links. a

After all the hullabaloo, the Tories have their own prob-
lems. The sequestration of the NUM’s funds has not cowed the
miners or their leaders. The Coal Board is openly split. The
‘revival of militancy among car workers showsthatthe example
of the minersis catching.

The crescendo of denunciation against Arthur Scargill is
designed to cover that over. But it won’t work. The miners
willwin. Victory to the miners!
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“NUM rally in Motherwell. Photo: Rick Matthews(IFL)‘Time to turn TU
_policies into act

“THEsell-out bythepit deputies’
union NACODS last Wednes-
day, 24th, was a blow to the
miners’strike.

Arthur Scargill was right to
reject the NACODS deal as
being less than what the NUM
had already been offered by
word of mouthin July.

The Coal Board hit-list,
proposing the closure of 11 of
the North East’s 15 pits, reveal-
ed by Scargill on Tuesday 30th,
shows that NACODS won no
protection against pit closures
at all.

The NACODSdeal says that
*Cortonwood and the other four
pits scheduled for immediate
closure ‘‘will remain open to be
eonsidered...under the modified
colliery reviewprocedure.”’

The NUMpointsout that they
“have already extracted a ver-
bal promise from the board that
thefivepits willbekept open’”’

According to the NACODS
deal, the NCB’s March 6 plan to
cut four million tonnes capacity
‘‘will be completely reconsid-
ered.’”’ As regards the NACODS
proposalof a third-party tribun-
al on closures and other matters:
‘‘The Board are very ready to re-
examine the review  proce-
dure...”

Definite
In short, the NCB conceded

nothingdefiniteat all.
After eight monthsofstrike,

the very minimum the miners
can settle for is complete with-
drawal of the closure plans
and reaffirmation of a commit-
ment to expand the industry.
Militants are also arguing for a
four-day week, so that newtech-
nology benefits the miners and
not just theCoal Board.

Most miners had put little
faith in NACODS.If the depu-
ties had come out, the strike

By Martin Thomas

could have been won sooner;
since they didn’t, it will be won
later.

Atleast four times now during
the miners’ strike we have come
close to an escalation which
could have got the Tories on the
run.

The rail workers planned
industrial action over pay, and
the government deliberately
decided to buy themoff.

The dock workers twice struck
to save jobs, and twice their
leaders settled for vague pro-
mises.

After the South Wales area
NUM’s funds wereseized, area
president Emlyn Williams
called for a general strike. A
proposal for a 24-hour general
strike went totheTUC Congress
from FTAT,‘but was not voted
on.

‘

Each time the escalation
stopped short of a full-scale
explosion of working

—
class

action. But each time the miners
remained determined to win —

on theirown if necessary.
It is impossible to assess the

economic effect of the miners’
strike exactly. It has certainly
cost the government dear
through increased purchases of
oil and damageto the balance of
payments.

Soon — probably in Decem-
ber — the Tories will have to
start a huge operation to move
coal from strike-bound pits.
They will need 50,000 lorry-
loads a week,or else face power
cuts. Probablytheywill have to
bring the armyin.

The extraordinary rise and
fall of Michael Eaton is evidence
thatthe Coal Boardis feeling the
strain.

On October NCB
cere eb bee ei won Sennen e

afinounced that Eaton was tak-
ing over as chief public spokes-
person during the strike. Two
dayslater he was excluded from
the NCB’s talks with NACODS:
accordingto the press, othertop
Coal Board officials had said
theywould resign if Eaton came
into thetalks!

Eaton, in his first public
statements, had been concilia-
tory. He said that the Coal
Board should abandonits insis-
tence on closing ‘‘uneconomic’’
pits and instead try to negotiate
a wider definition of ‘‘exhaus-
ted”’ pits.

Then, on Monday 29th, Keith
Harper of the Guardian was
interviewing Eaton and another
NCB official, Geoffrey Kirk.
‘*Kirk was summoned from the
meeting by Mr MacGregor...
The briefing was hurriedly
brought to an end because Mr
Eaton -2alised that something
was wrong from the attitude
adopted by Mr Kirk when he
returned.”’

MacGregor
Ian MacGregor announced

that all Eaton’s appointments
were cancelled.

If the Coal Board does asit
has indicated to the press, and
now refuses to budgean: inch
beyond the deal it offered to
NACODS,thehard front will not
be very impressive after all this
disarray!

Secret negotiations have
meant complete control for the
media over what miners hear
about the talks between the
NUM and the Coal Board. It
would be far better if the NUM
proceeded like Solidarnosc in
Poland — with negotiations
broadcast live over closed circuit
television to thousands of rank
and filemembers.

The immediate prospect is
more hard slog for the miners

<8 8 Reo = & &
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THE deputies have responded
in exactly the way predicted.
It was to be expected. We
told the lads not to build
their hopes up too high, and
our prediction was borne out,
but still a lot of the lads feel
disappointed, and we know
that some of the rank and
file deputies are disappointed.

That may well rebound on
the Coal Board should ‘the ~

rank and file deputies decide
to take the issue into their
own hands.

Certainly there hasn’t been
an increase in scabbing on a
noticeable scale since the
deputies’ strike was called
off. There are no fresh
starters. We’ve been looking
for evidence from. the Coal
Board and I’ve no doubt that
if there had beena significant
drift back, they would have
been shouting it from the
rooftops.

Our objectives and aims
are still the same as theywere
before, and NACODS is
totally immaterial to any
negotiations that we’ve got
with the Board. And the rank
and file in the. NUM have
accepted that.

The Coal Board tried to
kick our legs from under us,
the NUM leaders didn’t res-
pond by collapsing and
neither will the rank andfile.

=

and their supporters — more
picketing, more fund-raising,
more leaflets and meetings to
raise support. ;

But the possibility of. the
miners’strike sparking a broad-
er working-class mobilisation
stillexists.

:A general strike. seems. a
very remote to most
trade union activists today. But
thatcould change quite quickly.

The seizure of the NUM’s
fundswillnot have a huge effect
on the struggle immediately,so
it seems, because,most of the
money being usedto run the
strike is at local level.

Butthecourts are not going to
stop at that. Thereis a very long
string of legal actions against
theNUM waitingtobeheard.

The government has clearly
been organising the legal battle
cautiously,choosing the cases to
be heard and controlling the
pace. Each success will encour-
ageit to press further.

More funds will be seized,
more penalties will be imposed
— squeezing the miners tighter
and tighter unless the trade
union movementhits back with
solidarityaction.

If Austin Rover strikes, it
will not be directly connected
with the miners’ dispute in the
wayarail,docks or pit deputies’
strike would have been. But it
will still boost the moraleof the ~

miners and increase the pres-
sure on theTories.

And it could lead to a lot
more. Many groups of workers
are coming up to their annual
pay review.

A wagesrevolt could open up
a second front against the
Tories.

In themeantime there are two
priorities: collecting money,
and forcing the union leaders to
put the TUC promises into
action. ‘

ene.  



  

  
Paul Whetton’s

strike diary
I would besurprised if this

week’s talks at ACAS last
beyond tea-time, unless the
Board are prepared to make
big concessions. If the
message hasn’t gone home by
now that weare not prepared
to compromise, that we are
not prepared to accept any
sell-out, then I don’t know
what they need to convince
them ofthat.

If the leadership of the
TUC can’t see how intransi-
gent the Coal Board is now,
then I don’t know whenthey
will. I would hope they can
see it and the promises from
the TUC conference and from
the Labour Party conference
wiil now becalled in.

Court
Now that the Court has

decided to sequestrate the
funds of the NUM I would
hope that the response of
the labour movement will be
to immediately come up with
the promises they made at
the TUC and Labour Party
conferences. 5

It would be the easiest
thing in the world for the
sequestrator to get that
£200,000, all he’s got to do
is take every official’s car

away.
But what the seques-

trators are after is a full
assessment of what we’ve
got, where it is and how
they can get hold of it, so
that they can assess the size
of the next fine they are

going to levy against us.
Basically they are out to

bankrupttheunion.
If the unions can’t come

up with the goods as fu 4s
industrial action is concern-
ed, I’m quite sure they could
come up With the goods in
terms of financial assistance,
both in running the union
and financing the strike.

We need a large push for
money and union leaders
should be getting round to
their members -and_ urging
thatkind of support.

We had a slump in income
during the holiday period
which worried us. It picked
up again, but now,of course,
people are starting to think
about Christmas, so a fresh
impetus needs to come from 

a
TUCconference | 984. Photo

 

the leadership to the rank and
file.

Werealise the difficulties
that exist within the trade
unions in the power stations
in the Midlands, and we can

see widespread poaching of
members by the EETPU,
with mass resignations from
the other unions.

Werecognise the problems
they’ve got with their mem-
bers :: ving that we’re putting
their :obs in jeopardy yet
the miners in Notts arestill
working.
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However, we will continue
to pursue the argument at
grass roots level. We have got
support, and that support will
be built on, and weshall do
whatever we can to achieve
some measure of support
within the power stations,
however small that might be.

MacGregor is looking for
ways of pulling back the
tarnished image that he’s got
and he’s trying to use the
Libyan thing as a way of
removing Eaton and saying
that I’m still in charge and
I can crack this, and there-
fore, they should never have
put me out to grass in the
first place.

I still thinkMacGregorwill
have to go: The politicians
recognise that, and everybody
else does and he’s obviously
scrambling to try and restore
his tarnished image in the
eyes of the general public
andthepoliticians.

   

nares Wiar (Report)

MacGregor’s personal
style has been exposedtoall
and sundry, and they are
looking for a much more
softly-softly approach, but
the end result is still going to
be the same.

As far as the Libyan
thing is concerned, per-
sonally, if the devil popped
up and waved £1000 from
the trade unionists down in
hell we’d snatch his hand
off.

Support
class people,
unionists, will be accepted
wherever it comes from.
I expect we’d draw the line
at accepting it from fascists,
but then I don’t imagine that
fascists would offer it in the
first place.

Just because people have
gone to Libya and sought
support, whatever the criti-
cisms of the regime anyone
has, the fact remains that
we’ve gone to trade unionists
and working class people, and
appealed for assistance and
we don’t mind where that
assistance comes from, so

long as it’s from the working
class.

Maggie Thatcher has no

compunctions about
approaching the Polish regime
who’ she condemns out of
hand in order to get coal to
smash this strike. If she prac-
ticed what she preached, she
would have nothing whatso-
ever to do with Polish coal
because of the regime. The
same goes for South Africa,
which provides coal. But
nobody condemnsthe Tories
for that.

We would accept money
from South Africa if it came
from the rank andfileminers,
our black comrades, the trade
unions, wherever it came
from, if that was seen as

support.
We would accept assis-

tance — food or money —

from Poland, Libya or any-
where else, so long as it was

seen to come from the work-
ing class and the organised
trade union movement.

from|working
from trade

The other event of thelast
week, of course, has been the
elections to the shadow
cabinet. I was very disappoin-
ted with the outcome.I think
Kinnock’s givén the tip and
the Parliamentary Labour
Party has just carried it out.

They oughtto realise what
they’re doing. They are, in
effect, snubbing their noses
at the NUM and at the rank
  

 
 and file of the Labour Party.

They want to be very,
very careful or it could be
them that’s answering for
it. Labour Party activists
will look closely at the
voting record and actions of
quite a few of our “‘com-
rades” in the Parliamentary
Labour Party and make them
answer accordingly.

It’s heartening to see
workers in the car industry
preparing for a_ struggle
against the employers. In
the present situation they
stand a good ‘chance of
getting more than they
could otherwise have
expected out of the bosses.
The government are in a
bit of a Catch 22 situation.
If they don’t give in to these +

so-called exaggerated claims,
then they could face a situ-
ation where things are build-
ing up towards a general
strike.

The only way to head that
off is to pay the workers
what they are demanding. |
would hope that many more
sections of workers realise
this and go for their wage
rises, better conditions. or
whatever.

Generalstrike
I think it’s still realistic

to talk about a general strike
even though. after eight
months,it still hasn’t actually
happened. And | don’t want
to talk about a 24 hour gen-
eral strike, because to the
capitalist class that is only
the equivalent of a day off
for, say, a Royal wedding.

To. suggest a 24 hour
general strike to workers who
have been on strike for eight
months is, quite frankly,
nearly laughable. We’re talk-
ing about a general strike to
bring about a radical and
meaningful change in govern-
ment policy. Youre not
going to do that overnight,
it’s going to take quite a
considerable time to build up
and you are not going to
achieve that just by calling
for a 24 hourstrike.

The government won't
give in easily. We’ve still got
a situation where troops
could be brought in to move
coal from the pits to the
power stations. I don’t see
that happening except as a

very last resort, but it’s still
on the cards.

If it comes to that, a

general strike will be a
distinct possibility.
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\Solidarity conference
London

Sunday December 2
THEfirst national labour movement conference on solidarity
with the miners has been called by left-wingers in the Labour
Party for Sunday December 2 at Camden TownHall.

ArthurScargillwill be speaking. Socialist Organiser has
decided to cancel our own conference on ‘Socialist Answers
to the Tories’, planned for December1, and urgeall supporters
and readers to mobilisefor the solidarity conference.

The Mineworkers’ Defence Committee was launchedat this
year’s Labour Party conference in response to thelegal threats
against the NUM andArthurScargill. Ken Livingstone is the
secretary of the campaign. :

So far the Mineworkers Defence Committee has circulated
a modelresolution getting Labour organisations to share the
‘contempt of court’ committed by the NUM in declaring the
strike official.

The conference will be a major demonstration ofsolidar-
ity and an opportunity for importantpolitical discussions on
the experience ofpracticalsolidarity over the last nine months
and how tostrengthenit in the near future.

There will be workshopsas well as plenary sessions.
Letters are being sent out inviting delegates from Labour

Party and trade union bodies, women’s support committees
and miners’ support committees. Observers may also attend.

Conference fee: £2, £1 for any additional delegates or for
observers; free for miners’ delegates or observers.

The Defence Committee will also soon producethefirst
issue of a regular Information Bulletin. 5

Forcopies of the Bulletin (10p each) and/or information
about the Solidarity Conference, contact the Mineworkers’
Defence Committee, c/o31 Cranwich Road, London N16
or ring 01-981 3289 (Tuesday-Friday).

Scottish support
half as much as some oftheir
words suggest: they want to,
numbers at the rally could
surely have been doubled or
trebled.

I hope therewere work-
ers from Ravenscraig present
to hear Scargill remind them
that MacGregorisstill on the
board of British Steel and
that scab coal andoilwilknot
save the plant, only workers’
solidarity will do that.

 

ARTHUR Scargill received a
tremendous ovation from
about 1500 miners and other
workers who attended a
march and rally in Mother-
well on Saturday 26th.

The turnout was a show of
solidarity in the town which
is dominated by the Raverts-.
craig steelworks,and the con-

voys of police-herded scab
lorries.

But how much better it
could have been. Publicity for He called on all sections
the event was too little, too of the labour movement,
late. If only the Scottish including the Labour Party,
TUC. the Labour Party and to practice the first basic
Communist Party bureaucrats principle of support for
had mobilised the movement workersin struggle.

Profits and poverty
TOO much coal being produced? patchy welfare system, many
Arthur Scargillhas already sugges- people are completely destitute.
ted that if the Coal Board has a In Washington alone, between
surplus, it could distribute it to 5000 and 10,000 people are
old people and reduce the num- homeless, sleeping onthestreets.
bers who die from cold each eeeee
winter. eeige ‘ . es

International’ inequalities are
Difficultieswith airlifting food? It
depends who youare.

even worse. The US consumes an er

40 ki ;
When the Queen Mothervisit-

average of 7,540 kilogramsof oil ed Italy recently, she had‘a pintequivalent per head per year. < 2 Le

Ethiopia's energy consumption is of milk flown in from Britain
23 kilogramsper head. each day specially by the RAF.

Buckingham Palace explained:
tots

© Uh SA “The Queen Mother doesn’t quite
Inequality in Britain is increasing. trust Italian dairy products.”
According to the 1982 figures, sees
just published, the richest one Morocco is not quite as desperate
per cent of the population in .

seat
as black Africa, but there were

Britain owns 21% of all market- food riotstherelast year.able wealth. The top 10% owns Just across the sea, in Mar-
56 per cent — more than the bella, southern Spain, a hotel
remaining 90% put together. has iias just opened the most expen-

The bottom 50% of us own sive hotel suite in the world —

just 4% of the total wealth. £5000 for bedand breakfast.
eeEEE The average income per head

35 million people in the US are in Morocco is about £14 per
nowofficially in poverty. More week. Or, to put it differently,a

than one-third ofall blacks are relatively well-off worker in
belowthepoverty line. Morocco would need seven years’

Because of the pay for a single night in the
Marbella hotel.
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Residents of Grimethorpe in a meeting withpolice committee to protest at aggressivepolicing.Photo: John Harris (IFL)

Determined to win.
IF thisarticle could be written in
the manner in which it was
spoken, then, like me, perhaps
you would sheda tear or two.

This is the text of speeches
delivered by Jenny Dennis, on a
tour in South London. In those
four days she has roused many,
many more people into activity,
helped us raise £425, and made
us treble our efforts for the
miners’ struggle.

She is but one woman deter-
mined to win and enduring the
harsh realities of the miners’
strike in Yorkshire and Notting-
hamshire.

‘‘WE know best how to relate
events by our own experiences.
Therefore what will be related
here to you are real eventsthatI
have witnessed or where I have
spoken withthoseinvolved.

You cannot rely on the TV,
papers and mediato tell you the
truth about the miners’ dispute.
Many women like me used to
rely on themedia.

When we read about those
women at Greenham welearned
they were ‘‘filthylesbians’’ and
more such distortions. We never
dreamed of the day we’d be
marching side by side with
Greenham women. Well weare,
and I’m proud that we march
together.

It is because of media
untruthsthatwomen like me are
moved to come out to the big
city and tell you ‘‘Don’t believe
them, this As really what’s
happening...

Kiveton Park is a small rural
communityof three and a half to
four thousandpeople. 450 of the
800 men working at the colliery
live in thevillage.

Our villageis built round that
colliery. The first houses built

By Jenny Dennis
were by the colliery owners for
miners’ families.

Thecolliery plays a big part in
providing jobs and subsistence
— and not just for men directly
engaged in pit work. Shop-
keepers also rely on us buying
from them. If the pit goes, a lot
morelivelihoods go withit.

Money is not the issue
behind the current miners’
strike. We are fighting for a
future for our sons and
daughters.

It is a fight for our com-
munity’s right to stay here,
where we are, with jobs. Some
people in our village have
already moved four, even five,
times from other pit villages
before this strike. They are
miners from Durham, Wales
and Scotland.

Uproot
They have been very militant

in our village. They don’t want
to moveyet again — uproottheir
families,find new schools.

Whyshould we? This is where
they belong. We respect their
right to decideto stay.

Our women came together as
a support group in week three of
the strike. Women suddenly felt
motivated.

During thatweek a handful of
us went and borrowed the lodge
banner. A march began.

Armed with our voices and
songs we marchedthelengthof
the village. At the end many
more womenhadjoined.

We decided on a date for a

public meeting and within the
week had launcheda group. We
now have our own banner.

The local NUM banner is an
heirloom. As you stand on big
demos, along come the modern,
fancy banners with pictures and
such, then tucked behind them
appears ‘‘Kiveton Park NUM’’.
And I smilewithpride. It’s very
old and has been passed on
throughgenerations.

At our first meeting we
decided to organise food par-
cels. As you may know, we have
a shortageof food.

It costs £600 a week to provide
food parcels for 450 families.

A food parcel usually contains
half a poundof sugar, four eggs,
half a pound of margarine, 12
tea bags, half a pound of
sausages, half a pound of lard,
a tin of beans, a tin of tomatoes,
anda tin of soup.

Welay out the items left over
on.

a
table, and each familycan

chooseoneextra item.
Finances are bad now but you

would do well to rememberthe
overtime ban before this strike.
Contrary to medialies, theover-
time ban meant that my hus-
band, for example, who is a
grade A surfaceworker, brought
home £55-£65 a week, depend-
ing on shifts, so resources were
already tight before March 3,
when we were Officially locked
out.

Our situation with DHSS is
not very good. The DHSS dock
£15 a week from our social
security because they assume

we getthatas strike pay. There
isno strike pay.

This means we get very
extreme cases of hardship and
suffering. On top of that the
DHSSare deliberately obstruc-
tive to strikers’ claims.

They set up a special hall to
deal-with claims. It has notele-
phone,it is a long walkaway and
whenyou finally get to make a
claim,it is held up for at least six
weeks and sometimeslonger.

Myfamily,that’s a husband
and two children, get £13 a
week family allowance and
£16.26 social security. That’s
£29.26 which has been our
income for the past
-

eight
months.

Luckily our council has been
quite helpful. It provides free
school meals even during
holidays, for all strikers’ kids.It
also made available one item of
clothing for all kids réceiving
free school meals.

Mostof us got the kids shoes
for the winter. Unfortunately,
dueto legalities, kids under five
couldn’tgetit.

Toddlers
During the strike babies have

becometoddlers, and learned to
walk. Theyhave no shoes.

The parish council stepped in
and through the rates gave a
one-off £10-grantto all the under
fives. They have now given
anothergrant — wintercoats.

We have babies being born
that were conceived before or
during the strike and we didn’t
know about. This has caused
‘immense difficulties for. some
youngcouples.

Being on strike has meant
nowt to save up with. Cots are
moving fast. They’re still warm

 

 

 

from one baby as they get
passed on to another.

The worsthit, though, are our
single men. Single men receive
nothing. Their sole income is
£1 a day picketing money and £2
hardship from the local union
funds.

Honour-
Single men are suffering

most. To our shame we are
losing some — not to the scabs,
mind, they’vetoo much honour.

Some lads have been forced to
leave home because they feel
a burden, they feel guilty and
their families are not sympa-
thetic.

Some have made their homes
in picketing huts. We’re very
worried, especially with the
winter coming round.

We've lost one lad already,
I’m afraid to say. He’s com-
pletely disappeared from the
village. It’s been a constant
worry to usall.

Locally help may have
arrived. NALGO are so con-
cerned they are currently inves-
tigating the possibility of a
central care station for these
lads.

You will appreciate that, try
as we might, families on strike
cannotstretch to anothermouth.
Manyof us feel guilty that we
cannot help enough.

That’s why it is so important
that other people do — to take
away some of the burden the
community is unableto carry.

Guilt has had: tragic conse-
quences. Recently, one young
man was admitted into hospital
suffering anorexia, directly
caused by feelings of guilt. He
was no longer able to provide
for his family and felt unable to
take fromthem.
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Such are the sacrifices made
during thisdispute.

The blamelies firmly at the
feet of this government and the
NCBwho wantto starve us back
to work.

Our community relies heavily
on the women organising food
parcels, as you can well imag-
ine.

In the past four months, our
local doctors reckon the number
of people taking sedatives and
tranquilisers has doubled. The
social effects of hardship are
quite stark.

I’m sorry to say it often
reflects on the weaker of our
community,’ the women and
children. :

We have problems but we
try and overcome them. They’ll
not starve us.

We're lucky, see, being a
rural community. Things grow
by us, cabbages, potatoes and
carrots. We can get themandwe
do. *

* There are orchards, too. I
know how to scrump. We’ve
got boxes full of pears and
apples for Christmas.

Whenyoulot are tucking into
turkeys, we'll be supping the
best pear and apple wine
around. Meatis a luxury, but we
can shoot crows and catch
rabbits”’.
 

Midlands WomenAgainst
Pit Closures conference
Saturday November3
2-5.30 at County Hall,

Lancaster Circus [by Aston
fire station} ,Birmingham.
Furtherdetails: Sue, 021-
236 8323. All women’s

support groups welcome.
 

 



  
WE were a peaceful picket
aiming to persuade the contrac-
tors not to goin.

Trent Regional Health Auth-
ority is the first and so far only
NHS building in Sheffield to
move private contractors in.
Thirty-seven NHS_domestics

-have lost their jobs and been
replaced by only a handful of
contractors.

The contractors wereto arrive
at about 5.00 p.m. Ten minutes
before they arrived, one of the
police inspectors informed us
that they would bearriving in a
mini-bus, and that only two
pickets would be allowed to
speak to them.

Therest of us should stand on
oneside of theroad.

We were all from different
hospitals in Sheffield, all work-
ing in different departments —

some from portering, nursery
and domestic services — all of
us fighting for our jobs and the
jobs of our fellow workers.
Altogether there were about 20
of us. :

Of course there had to. be a
police presence. They wandered
down towards our picket at the
time drew nearerto five o’clock.
Again the police inspector came
to tell us now that the contrac-
tors did not wantto speak to us.

This didn’t seem to make
sense to us, as we believed we
had a right to speak to them. We

Socialist Organiser
NOTTSDAY SCHOOL
General sessions on women

socialism; fighting the Tories;
organising to win. Workshops
on the LabourParty; South
Africa;the Newham 7; Soli-
darnosc;Class law;Ireland.

Videos, creche.
Sunday November it.

‘
10am to Spm.

Contact:Nottingham 414941
or 788108.

Labour Party BlackSections
fund-raising social

|

November17,8 tillate, at
| East Lewisham Labour Club,

Limes Grove, London SE13.
_ Tickets £2.50 and £1.25

unwaged.

 
 

 

Andrea Warner,a NUPE
shop steward at Northern
General Hospital, Sheffield,
describes a police attackon
a health workers’ picketline
last month.

“It seems,” she writes,
“thatthe police had had too
much practiceon the miners’
picketlines.”

NUPEregional organiser
PaulDainton wasin hospital
for two daysafter the police
action.The police had arres-
ted him but brought no
charges.

COHSESheffield organiser
Bob Quick was also arrested,
and has madean official com-
plaint against the police.
 

decided thatwe would not move
and we wouldtalkto thecontrac-
tors.

Before we had time to form a
strong line, one of the area
officers had been arrested and
the police were pushing and
swearing at us. We were on
Crown Property, so the police
could notobject to our picket.

As one policeman was push-
ing meoutof theline, I was ask-
ing him if he did not think we
had, a democratic right to talk
to thecontractors or at least ask

< ‘, os

 

 

 

them if they wanted to speak to
us, instead of having the inspec-
tor inform usthatwe couldn’t.

It struck me that the police
were only getting aggressive
with the men on the picket, so I
thought it would be a good idea
for thewomentogetin thefront
and slow things down. Before
anything could be organised I
saw one of the women from my
hospital being carried off by a
young copper, and COHSE’s
area officer being half strangled
by his tie, as a policeman
was dragging him off.

Things were developing
quickly and we were all just
bewildered by what was going
on. None of this was provoked
by our picket. It seems that the
police had had too much prac-
tise on theminers’picket lines.

Before we could get the picket
back together again, I saw our
area officer beingpushed up the
street by two policemen, then he
wasonhis back-onthefloor.

I ran up to him. The police-
men had picked him up, one
arm each, and were dragging
him with his back scraping on
thefloor.

He was very pale, and his
lips and ears were blue.
Obviously he was unconscious.
They continued to drag him in
the hope of getting him in the
transitvan. -

I shouted to the police that he 

 

was. unconscious but they
pushed me to one side and
carried on. Finallythey dropped
him onthefloor.

Paul began to convulse. Two
of us went up to Paul to try and
stop him from harming himself.
Thepolicewere terrified.

One of the women said she
was going to call an ambulance.
She was stopped by a police
inspector who said they would
‘radiothrough’for one.

The people working inside the
building could see what was
happening, and a doctor came to
help out. It wasn’t until the
doctor came that the police
beganto move awayfrom Paul.

It seemed to me that it was
quite likely that Paul had
received a blow to his head for
this type of convulsion to occur,
and during Paul’s lucid periods
he confirmed that had happen-
ed. Unfortunatelyno-one sawit,
but- one woman said he had
been thrown against a tree and
knocked his head.

Finally an ambulance did
arrive, twenty-five minutes after
the call was made. The police
obviously wanted Paul ‘dead or
alive’.

Paul was accompanied in the
ambulance by a colleague, not
a policeman, as they had
wanted. Wesaid that a police-
man would probably frighten
him more.

We rejoined the picket and
were allowed to speak to the
supervisor, who wasdriving an
‘A’ registration Sierra. It
seemed pointless trying to stopthem, as they had seven transit
vans full of policemen parked
round the corner, and there had
been one policemanto every one
of us.

Manyof the people there had
not witnessed police vidlence
before and had learned the truth
abouttheBritish police.

Weall decided neverto treat
them in our hospitals again, but
sadly we may never get the
choice, as they are all probably
in BUPA.

The experienceleft me feeling
very insecure and weak,as they
could even destroy a_ small
picketlikeours and ‘beat us up’.

It will not stop’ us from
defending our jobs. But in the
course of our fight we will be
preparedfor police harassment.

miners start power pickets
MEAFORD power station is
about 15 miles outside Stoke-on-
Trent. It is an old, mainly coal
burning power station, due for
closure, which is now being
brought back into use. Arthur
Bough spoke to two pickets,
Terry and Alan Lockett, at the
powerstation.

Whendidyou start to picket?
Terry: Meaford was picketed at
thebeginningof thedispute, but
we weretold that nothing was
going in, so we just picketed for
a few hours eachday.
' Then we heard one day that
100 lorries had gone in, so we
started a 24 hour picket. That
started threeweeks ago.
Howis thepicketingorganised?
Alan: It’s done by Hem Heath
and Florence NUM branches.
One does it one day, the other
thenext day.

There are just two pickets on
at any one time. We are taking
numbersof unidentified lorries.
We've tried to stop scab coal

lorries, but we just get abuse.
The main aim is the oil, and

we haven’t seen anyfor a while.

Haveyou approached thepower
workersfor support in line with
theTUC'sdecision?
Alan: Not yet. When we’ve sor-
ted out the monitoring we’ll
approach the power workers,
maybewitha leaflet.

How much is going in to Mea-
ford?
Terry: Meaford was scheduled
to close, and they haven’t had
coal for months. It had been
taken off the grid. Now they’ve
started comingin again.

On Wednesday this week 124
loads camein, 103 on Thursday,
and this morning 56 came in
between 6 am and midday.

Most of the lorries are over-.
weight, and one lorry came in
dragging its engine, but the
police never do anything.
What's your reaction to the
Court taking all the union's

assets?
Alan: As the courts can’t get
money from the regional funds
we hope the union has spread
the money about. The court’s
decision should get us support
from other unions. It shows that
it’s a political strike now.

Anyway, Arthur didn’t seem
worried, so why should we be?

What do you think about
NACODSnot coming out?
Terry: We didn’t expect them to
do anything else. They jumped
on the bandwagon and got what
theywanted.

Yesterday Stoke City Council
voted to buy £1200 worth offood
a week and distributeit to the
food centres. What do you think
about theCouncil'sdecision?
Terry: It’s very good of the
Council to give us support but
it’s long overdue.
Alan: The Couiicil’s been
dragging its feet for too long,
anda lot of blokes havelostali
faith in thelocal Labour Party.
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LAST week at Nottingham Uni-
versity the Coal Minister, David
Hunt, was due to speak to a
gatheringof Tory students about
his plans for the future (read
““butchery’’) of the coal indus-
try.

The meeting was closed to
non-students, which angered
local miners who felt that they
had a right to put their views
abouttheirindustry.

So on the day,striking miners
from Cotgrave, with Labour and
Socialist Workers Party students
and local Labour Party Young
Socialists members, turned up
to picket thelecture hall.

Tory students tried to stop us
getting in. We forced the doors
and swepttheToriegaside.Triumphantly, the

,
Cotgrave

striking miners’ banner was set

Backthe
ners 

up on the stage, amid che
and singing, and we waited
Hunt to appear. The sight of
those plummy-voiced reactic
aries running around in a pai
and bumping into each otl
reallycheered us up.

The cowardly Hunt refused
appear. We asked a miner
speak instead. When he me
tioned that miners’ childr
were going without food, 1
Tories laughed, demonstrati
their well-known contempt :
thesufferingofotherpeople.

Central TV were there tc
although on the evening ne
they distorted the facts a
claimed that we tried to st
Hunt speaking, which w
untrue. All we wanted was to |
allowed into the meeting to p
out views, but thatwas obviot
ly too much for Hunt and t
student sycophants.
 

BR rats on promises
NUR and ASLEF have forced
management to back down at
Shirebrookraildepot.

Both unions threatened a 24
hour strike in South Yorkshire
on October 9. Management had
been victimising staff at Shire-
brook whorefusedto handle coal
by stopping all payments to
them, including tax rebates.
Workers following union policy
have also been harassed by
letter and by personal telephone
calls.

Management agreed to stop
this victimisation. if the strike
wascalled off — whichit was.

But nowthat the heat is off
BR management have shown
what their promises mean. They

are making some small fp
ments but not what was agre
and they are maintaining
‘pressure of posters andleaf
showinglorries taking coal i
powerstations and claimingt
the unions’ action is destroy
therail industry. :

Localofficials have told
agement that these should
removed as part of the agr
ment. Managementsay they
there for the ‘“‘information
the staff’.

It took the NUR and ASL
leaders two monthsto set °

date for action over this iss
last time. They should respc
much more. quickly thistime.
 

Lesbian and gay grou
visits Welsh miners

Lesbians and Gays Support the
Miners (LGSM)spent the week-
end in Dulais Valley mining
villages last week (27-28 Octo-
ber). It was a historic and
moving event.

On the Saturday night, the,
LGSMcontingent were taken to
a social at the Miners’ Welfare.
It was packed and friendly,and
weall got thoroughlydrunk. As
the effects of the alcohol took
their toll, and people began to
waltz around the dance floor
together, you might have expec-
ted a few raised eyebrows:
but there didn’t seem to be any.
It is difficult to know exactly
what effect we had on the
miners and their families — no
doubtthiswas thefirst time that
a whole group of openlylesbian
and gay people had been there
withthem.

But the acceptance of us, and
enthusiasm for the work we
have doneto support the miners
wasCleartoall of us.

And thiswas a historic event,therefore, both for lesbians and
gay men — especially, of
course, those present — and for
thelabour movement.

To thosepeople in the lesbian
and gay communities who have
endlessly asked us ‘‘what have
the miners done for us?’’ there 

is a clear answer: they hi
taken us into their homes, 2
shown solidaritywithus.

And to those in ‘the lab«
movement who have tried
keep us quiet, deny the imp
tance of our struggle, we hi
shown what changes can
made, how workingclass peo
can come to see our point
view, if lesbians and gay m
organise alongside the work
class in struggle.

There is no doubtin fact
it was the LGSMvisitors who;
theshocks. A tour round a pit
Sunday morning was an e
openerto usall. It was, as ¢
comrade said, like oi
throughthegatewayintoHell

Dave Donovan,at the supp
committee meeting,.express

‘their feelings towards us’ vi
clearly: “In 1926, 1972 a
1974 we learned who «

enemies are; in this strike
are learning who our frier
are.”
‘And we learned somethi
very important as well. Lesbiz
and gay men have beco
accustomed to being treated
outcasts — something soci
ignores,ridiculesor represses

| Taken into people’s homes
Dulais valley, it was clear tl
our days as outcasts +
numbered. 
 

 



Guarantee food aid,cancel Africa’sdebt
:
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STARVATIONdoes not happen
suddenly, like an earthquake
or a hurricane.

Millions of people in Britain
learned about the famine in

_ Ethiopia for the first time from
their television screens last
week — and they promptly
wanted todo somethingaboutit.

Buttherich capitalist govern-
ments of the West have known
about it for a long time. They
have received countless appeals
from relief agencies, from UN
bodies, and even from such
organisations as the World
Bank,for over a year now.

Coldly
They knew whattheycould do

to stop people dying from star-
vation. They even knew that
doing it would in no way harm
theirfundamental interests.

They coldly chose to do ver
little, and not to publicise the
suffering.

Charles Elliott, who was until
last month director of Christian
Aid, told the Observer last Sun-
day that Britain and the US had
withheldaid to Ethiopiabecause
ofpolitical calculations.

“Their long hostility to the
regime caused themtorefuse to
release adequate funds or
food...Theythought thatif there
was a major catastrophe, it
would probably, change the
regime...They took the view
that, if there was another
famine, it would serve the
Ethiopiangovernmentright...”’

Such an attitude would cer-
tainly fit in with what US
governmentofficials have long
said about food aid. ‘‘To give
food aid to countries just
becausepeople are starving is a
pretty weak reason’’, according
to Dan Ellerman, when he was a
memberof the National Security
Council. Earl Butz, as Secretary
of Agriculture, explained
further: ‘‘Food is a weapon.It is
now one oftheprincipal tools in
ournegotiatingkit.’’

Last year, when the shape of
the famine was clearly visible,
the US forced a big reduction in
the funds of the International
Development Association, the
main body giving loans on easy
terms to Third World countries.

Forced
IDA needed $24 billion

between 1984 and 1987 to main-
tain its previous spending
levels. Its officials asked for
$16 billionfrom the contributing
governments. The USforced it
down to $9 billion.

The result is that African
governments, thosemost depen-
dent on IDA loans, have had to
take high-interest short-term
loans from commercial banks
instead.

Where the big capitalist
powers have given aid, usually
it has been of limited benefit to

Stop the
millions
starving!
Nature has brought
droughtto Africa.Capital-
ism brought thefamine.
But even now,lives could
besaved.

the most needy. Some of it is
military aid. The rest is mostly
tied to exports from the donor
countries.

Big construction projects,
which draw in a lot of exports
from the industrial countries
but may or may not be appro-
priate for the recipient country’s
needs, are just the sort of thing
the donor countries like. Small-
scale, modest projects of essen-
tial assistance for peasant
villagesare not.

The USSR,withwhich Ethio-
pia has been closely allied in
recent years, is not much better

,

than the capitalist powers in.
thisrespect. It does not have the
huge food surpluses that the
US and the EEC have,butit has
enoughtohelp Ethiopia. Instead
it has sent massive military aid
to preserveits political alliance.

The problem, however, is
not just thegovernments.

Labour front-benchers are
now criticising the Tories for 

giving too little aid, too late.
True: but why weren’t those
Labour leaders campaigning on
the issue before? They didn’t
have to wait for a television
programme to know what was
happeningin Africa.

Blaming the established
leadership isn’t the end of the
story, either. The Left has not
been campaigning to make the
leaders speak out. Hardly a
word was said about the issue at
the Labour Party conference in
September.

Most of the left press has
blandly ignored the developing
catastrophe in Africa. Socialist
Organiser has had more cover-
age than other papers, but even
ourslooks feeble in hindsight.

Perhaps there are inbuilt
limits in human psychology
which compelus to shut out cer-
tain horrors from our mind for
more than brief spells. For sure,
capitalist society — a society
that. throws us all into the
market economy as individuals
and warnsusthatthedevil takes
thehindmost — reinforces these
limits:

Evensocialists who conscious-
ly reject capitalist rat-race
economics find it difficult to
keep theterrible reality in focus.
Something like eight hundred
million people live on the edge
of malnutritionor starvation: but
wepush that fact to the corners
of our minds and concentrate
on matters that seem more
manageable andclose to hand.

In a television interview about
Ethiopia, Dennis Healey pom-
pously declared that starving
childrenwere‘‘fartoo important
for party politics”’.

True, Labour leaders like
Dennis Healey have reduced
party politics to an affair of
Parliamentarydebating tricks —

and the rest of us have allowed
them to do that. That, in a sen-
tence, is thereason why children
still starve.

For a workingclass party that
deserves thename,starvation in
the Third World should be
absolutely central to ‘‘party
politics’’.

Socialism is not about Neil
Kinnock’s television commer-
cials or Roy  Hattersiey’s
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Sub-Saharan Africa’ =
schemes for slightly rejigging
thecapitalist managementof the
British economy. It is about
replacing a world of starvation
and hopelessness and luxury
and waste and cynical individ-
ualism with a world of equality
and comradeship.

The capitalist class lives by

the rule of grabbingprofits as it
can. The working class, insofar
asit stirs itself as a class, lives
by the rule of solidarity. Social-
ism means establishing that
rule of solidarity across the
world.

It is futiletinkeringto fight for
anythingless.
 

Ethiopa: revolution
and repression

ETHIOPIA is one of the most
underdeveloped countries in the
world.

Almost alone of the countries
of Africa, it resisted all attempts
to make it a colony. It remained,
however, a weak and dependent
unit in the capitalist world econ-
omy, further held back by the
medieval social structure headed
by the Emperor, Haile Selassie.

Haile Selassie was overthrown
after a previous famine, in
1972-4. It was a genuine people’s
revolution, which opened with a
general strike by Ethiopia’s tiny
workingclass.

But power came into the
hands of the army — the only
sizeable body of people in the
country who were technically
skilled and more or less attuned

to the needs of capitalist devel-
opment.

Like other  state-capitalist
regimes in the Third World —

Syria, or Egypt under Nasser,
for example - the Ethiopian
military has allied with the
USSR. and declared itself
socialist.

It has introduced land reforms
and greatly expandedservices like
education.

But autonomous

_
socialist

groups which developed during
the revolution have been crushed.
And the regime has thrown huge
military resources into trying to
suppress the fight for indepen-]-
dence in Eritrea -- a fight which
started decades ago but was given
a new boost by the overthrow of
Haile Selassie’s empire.

Ethiopiais notuntypical.
One personis dying from

starvation thereevery 20
minutes, and some seven
millionof thecountry’s
33 millionpeople are said to
be at risk. :

Similarhorrors exist in
almost every country of
blackAfrica,and also in
north-eastBraziland
Bangladesh.

Mozambique — where
railways and roads have
been cut off by the South
Africanbacked MNR guer-
rilla movement — parts of
Angola, and thecountries
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DROUGHTS’in 1983-aud~ pre=-
viousyears are the immediate
causeof themassstarvation.

But the reason why droughts
have this effect is the social
system of exploitation and ine-
quality.

There is no world shortage of
food. Very often there is not
even an overall shortage of food
in countries suffering famine.

Rut capitalism recognises no
human need unless it is
expressed in hard cash. If you
are penniless, then,as far as the
capitalist market economy is
concerned, you do not exist. If
you have plenty of the printed
tokens called “‘money’’, then
you can have whole industries
pampering your tastes and
urging you on to consume more
and more.

Droughts and famines killed
many people before capitalism
ever existed. But the technical
progress generated by capital-
ism has made it possible for
humanity to conquer droughts
and famines.

Wehavefertilisers, machin-
ery, and irrigation techniques
to increase food production
massively. We have transport
and communications to identify
areas of need quickly and get
supplies there promptly. We
have medicines to conquer
previouslydeadlydiseases.

In many parts of the world,
though, capitalism has made
people Jess able to deal with
problems like drought. Within a
system whererelations between
people are reduced to cash
exchanges, they are the people
withoutcash.

When the European powers
seized parts of Africa as their

‘colonies and introduced the ele-
ments of capitalism there, they
did so mainly by developing
cash crops.

The European capitalists,
usually, did not employ the
African peasants as wage-
workers. The peasants remain-
ed, on the face of it, indepen-
dent small farmers, working on
the land individually or collec-
tively.

Colonial
But the colonial administra-

tion demanded taxes from the
peasants in cash. To get cash,
the peasants had to produce the
crops that the colonial trading
companies wantedto buy.

In many colonies, this econ-
omic compulsion was backed up
by physical compulsion — the
use of forced labour.

Thus the best land was taken
away from subsistence farming
and put to producing cash crops
for the European market. The
trading companies made fat
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 tive.
Different African countries

— divided from each other by
arbitrary lines drawn on the map
by European powers in their
scramble to carve up the conti-
nent — became dependent on a
narrow range of cash crops or
otherprimary products.

Independence, which came
for most African countries
between the 1950s and 1975,
changed some things, but not
others.

More of the profits from the
cash-crop economy have gone
into industrial development

or huntrats and  
 

 
Appeal from

‘War on Want’
War on Wantis launchinga three
point plan to ensure that food
reachesthesix millionpeople
facingdeath by starvation. Three
actionsare essential to secure
sufficient food and to cut through
the political barriers to its effec-
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ulations, 2.7
; : War on Wanthasreceived

telexed assurances from our long-
standing partners, the relief wings
of the Eritrean People’s Libera-
tion Front and the Tigrean
People’s LiberationFront, that
they are ready to negotiaté such

  
    
   

  
 
 
   
  
 
  
   
 
 
  
      
 
 
  
  
     

tive distribution.
1. Food must reach people in

theirown villages.The feeding
centres like Korem and Makele
are swollen to crisis point. Epi-
demicsare rife.

Treksof often hundreds of
miles,with people dying by the
roadside on the way, are required
to reach them atall. And by

an agreementif a mutually
acceptableguarantor can be
found.

War on Wantis mobilisingits
10,000 membersand supporters
in a massive lobby of British and
European MPsto gain support for
the plan.

General Secretary George
Gallowaysaid today, “Everyabandoning the land,the seeds of

—_
pennyof public moneythatcanfuture famines are being sown. be raised byrelief agencies is

2. British and other European essential.
governments must give an open
ended guarantee thatsufficient
food will be made availablefrom
Europe’s 30 million tonne grain
surplus — as well as the transport
required to moveit.

3. An independentinéerna-

Ethiopiangovernmentcontrol.

“But the time has comein this
crisis where concerted interna-
tional action by governmentsis
needed if appalling tragedy is to
be avoided. Weare calling for
hugepressure by the British
people to ensure the British

_

‘countries tional commission acceptable to governmentplaysa full part.”depend ona

|
all military forces must be estab- Forfurther informationcon-

; lished to oversee the safe p tactWar on Want, 467 Caledonian€ry Narrow

|
offood into thevast areas outside Road, London N79BE.Tel:01-

609 0211.

projects rather than flowing
abroad. Education. has been
greatlyexpanded.

But the growth of the cash-
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Victims
of the
system

crop economy at the expense of
subsistence farming has contin-
ued. And most Africancountries
have been unabled to shake off
their dependence on a narrow
rangeofexports.

The problems are linked.
Black African countries have
seentheprices theyget for their
exports declining relative to
import prices in the long term,
and varying wildly in the short
term. They had an especially
bad period during the severe
recession in the richer capitalist
countries in theearly ’80s.

So they have_balance-of-
payments problems. They run
up debts with the interidtional
banks, and then the debt ser-
vice payments make the bal-
ance-of-payments problem
worse.

Bigger, more developed,
Third World countries like
Brazil or even India have
become major manufacturing
exporters. But the African
nations, as smaller countries
with limited resources, are
not easily able to develop new
industries on a scale to compete
in world markets.

Therefore the only  short-
term option is to try to increase
exports of the traditional cash
crops. The international debt
crisis is perhaps even more
devastating for Africa than it is
for Brazilor Mexico.

Though many of the problems
in Africaexist also in the rest of
the Third World, neither in
Asia nor in Latin America are
they so stark, so concentrated
andso severe.

Uganda gets almost 100% of
its export earnings from coffee,
and Ethiopia 60%. Senegal
depends on peanuts, Chad
dependson cotton.

As an Oxfam report puts it,
‘while people starved, produc-
tion of crops for export went
from strengthto strength’’ after
independence.

As a result of the priorities
both of local governments and
international
bulk of the funds available for
improving agriculture has gone
to thecash crops. In the Sahel —

the eight countfies on the
southern edge of the Sahara —

just 16% of the aid money
received since 1975 has gone
towardsthebasic food crops.

The cash crops get the best
land, machinery,’ fertiliser,
irrigation.

-
‘‘Meanwhile’’, as

Oxfam puts it, ‘“‘the poorer
food-producing peasants were
left to manageasbest theycould
on marginal and overexploited
lands’’.

In the Sahel, the result is
that the poorest peasants have
no choice but to over-use the
land — and thedesert creeps
furthersoutheach year.
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capitalism, the ~

Unequal=distribution of
wealth, power and income
within the poor countries make
thingsworse.

Overstaffed and inefficient
bureaucracies eat up a big
proportion‘ of the national
income and waste more on
bungledprojects. The inefficien-
cies, and poor communications
and transport, also allow private
traders to makebigprofits.

“In Upper Volta this year’’,
the UN Children’s Fund repofrts,.
“‘the harvest has failed com-
pletely in the north, while in the
south barns are overflowing.
The surplus, however, is notos the hungry northerners

ecause they cannot afford to
buy it from theprivatetraders.”

Imported food — which is
already 20% of the cereals
eaten in black Africa, despite
the region being mainly agri-
cultural — goes mainly to the
cities. Miserable though. the
condition of the millions in
shanty-towns outside the big
cities of Africa is, they are at
least a concentrated force, able
to strike, riot or demonstrate to
win concessions from_the
government.The peasants, dispersed
across the countryside, do not
have thesame power.

The way out of this horror
depends on the growth of an
independent workers’ move-
ment in the cities of Africa.
That movement could make
links both with the poor peas-
ants and with the labour move-
ment in the richer capitalist
countries.

Compensation
Massiveaid withoutstrings to

Africa from the West — or, to
give it a bettername, compensa-
tion for the damage done by
imperialism — should be
demanded by the international
labour movement.

In most of Africa there are
few large landowners. There —

in contrast to Latin America, for
example — theproblemis not so
much to redistribute the land,
but to give the peasants, organ-
ised individually or in coopera-tives, access to machines,irri-
gation, fertiliser, communica-
tions, credit, education, health
care, andfair prices.

All that “is possible. It
demands governments really
controlled by the people, not
the bureaucratic capitalist
regimes (sometimes calling
themselves socialist) which
dominate Africatoday.

Theclass thatcan create such
governments is the small but
growing working class. In
Russia’ in 1917 a working class
proportionately smaller than
that in some African countries
today was able to take power
from the capitalists and liberate
thepeasantry.

Even the best government,
however, would be severely
limited in what it can do by the
division of Africa into a multi-
tude of small, weak states. The
unification of the countries of
Africa, on a continental or even
a regional scale, is an essential
conditionfor progress.

It would give thosecountries a
broader economic base;it would
strengthen their bargaining
position in the world market;
and it would give them a broad
enough arena to develop sub-
stantial industries under work-

ers’ control.
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 Racist attacksON FRIDAY July 20 Mukith
Miah went to get some chips
during his school lunch break in
‘Stepney Green, East London.

_

On the way back he was am-
bushed by twelve or thirteen
white youths. They kicked him
unconscious. Then, as he lay on
the ground, they slashed his
backwith a Stanley knife.

Mukith lost a lot of blood and
had to stay in hospital for five
days. Now hewillbear the scars
of racismuntil he dies.

In Newham, also East Lon-
don, homes of black families
have come under siege from
stoning and firebombing.

In August five Asian women
fought a running battle for half
an hour with twenty white thugs
who threw stones and concrete
blocks at theirhomes.

Tip of iceberg
Racist attacks have also in-

creased in Deptford and Catford
(South London). In Woolwich an
Asian manrecently had his eyes
gouged out.

This is not even the tip of the
iceberg. Black communities in
Britain today face physical
threats every day from racist
thugs, both organised and un-
organised.

In Newham, the local. Moni-
toring Project deals with an
average of ten racist attacks a
week. In Greenwich, South Lon-
don, the local anti-racist group
has an average of 14 cases re-
ported each week.

Sheer racial hatred by whites
is behindmanyoftheattacks.

In Greenwich an Asian woman
with her child enteredthelift on
her estate. She was met by three
white women whodeclared their
hatred for *Pakis’ and hit her on
the head with
a

brick.
A groupof skinheads had a £5

bet that one of them that he
would not go and, ‘stab an
Asian’. An Asian medical stud-
ent was stabbed and had ‘NF’
tattooed on his chest with a
knife. The student survived, but
a similar bet in 1981 resulted in

 

OVERthe past few months there has been a big increase in
racist attacks, especially in London. Lal Chanda looks at the
extent of these attacks and how to organise against theracists
andfascists.
the death of Dr Dhamy in
Coventry.

In Birmingham, a man cross-
ing the zebra crossing turned to
find a car full of whites accelera-
ting towards him. He ended up
in hospital with extensive
injuries.

In addition to the everyday
racist abuse and attacks from
individuals and gangs, organis-
ed racist groupsare also active.

Backin 1976, one of them,the
British Movement, sent a repre-
sentative over to France to pick
up the components for a bomb.
The suppliers were a French
fascist organisation, known for
terrorist attacks offthe Jewish
community there.

The plan was to blow up the
Notting Hill Carnival, an event
in West London where thou-
sands of black people would be
present.

A ‘defection’ from the British
Movement to the anti-fascist
movement, and the subsequent
tip off to the police, fortunately
prevented thebombing.

At that time the National
Front was concerned with vote-
winning, and cautious about
wholesale racist murder. Not so
now.

The NFleadership has recent-
ly been taken over by a new
group. They nave turned to-
wardsterror politics, and form-
ed hit-squads such as the so-
called ‘Instant Response Units’
in Newham.

Already thisgroup has smash-
ed up labour movement, Irish
and black meetings. How many
of the hundreds of attacks in
Newham they are responsible
for, no-one knows.

In Bradford, fascist organisa-
tions such as the British Nation-
al Party have been leafleting
and recruiting at schools.

Their propaganda is based on
‘white supremacy’. They say

Newham 7 Defence Campaign
MASSPICKET

of ‘Duke of Edinburgh’ pub
Green Street, Upton Park, London E13

(Tube:Upton Park,District Line)
11.00 am on Saturday November 3 1984

On a numberof occasions this year
whiteracistsdrinking in this pub have
subsequently been involvedin racist

attacks on Asiansin the area.

Fight back now! Support the masspicket!
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 that white kids are being swam-
ped by black kids who because
of their colour are obviously
mentally retarded and hence
hold back white kids who have
to share the same classroom.
The end result is organised

‘Paki-bashing’ in many Bradford
schools.

At least two headmasters in
Bradford schools are known
British National Party mem-
bers.

The record of violence by
racists against black tenants on
council estates is horrifying,
particularly in Tower Hamlets,

uelEast London.
*om

 
 

On the Lincoln Estate, all
25 Bengali families have faced
an uninterrupted torrent of
racist. abuse. Pigs’ ‘trotters,
blood, shit, bricks, fireworks
and burning material are posted
through their _letterboxes.
Graffiti, verbal abuse, and phys-
ical assault are everyday
occurrences.
Not oneracisthas been arrest-

aets.

'
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Asian youth defend their community: Brick Lane, 1978Self defence
is the onlywa

The black communities find
themselves victims of racist
attack, left to their own resourc-
es bytheinactivityof the police,
the passivity of local Labour
councils— andthefailureof the
organised labour movement to
take the black communities’

,struggles seriously.
The East London Campaign

Against Racist Attacks and
Police Harassmentrecently call-
ed a conference on the theme,
‘Fighting Racism Today —

Buildinga Mass Movement’.
Over 200 anti-racists from

London metto discuss the prob-
lems facing the black and Asian
communities. Sheffield Asian
Youth Movement, and black

activists from Birmingham,
also contributed.

The first part of the confer-
ence was given over to reports
from activists around London
describing the situation in their
localities.There were also speak-
ers from the Newham Seven De-
fence Campaign, the Campaign
Against the Police Bill, and theCanpidan Against Criminalisa-
tion and Deportation.

The workshops discussed
three main topics — attacks. on
the streets; schools; and housing
estates.

It is very difficult directly to
prevent racist attacks from
happening. Unorganised
attacks, like being beaten up
waiking down a Street, are

impossible to anticipate. Organ-
ised attacks by fascist groups
are als. difficult to prevent be-,
cause of their clandestine
nature.

The only real way of combat-
ting attacks is to pinpoint areas
where there are known to be
high levels of attacks, and for
the community to organise to
defend people in thoseareas.

There are possibly two ways
of dealing with fascists’ organis-
ed attacks. Firstly, to act
instantly on information picked
up by anti-fascists and organise
a ‘reception committee’ for
them. The other option is to go
out and deal with them before
they attack, where we know
theirnames and addresses.

64
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Farleft: home of
Bengalifamilyon
Lincolnestate,
South London.
Inset — pigs’ trotters
posted through
letter box.
Left: MukithMiah .

after beingattacked:
by racists witha
Stanley knife.

 

ed. The police have not even
bothered to take witnesses’
statements.

At a meeting on the Lincoln
Estate between police, GLC
officers, Bangladeshi and other
tenants, a white woman resident
said that she would petrol-bomb
all the Bangladeshi residents
given the chance. None of the
police present reacted.

 
,

A lot of people willprobably
be horrified at the second
option, but it should be discuss-
ed. These fascists have murder-ed people andgot away withit
through police inactivity. This
option would also take anti-
racists onto the offensive as
a movement, ratherthanhaving
small areas of resistance —

responding to rather than pre-
venting attacks. :

For too long now anti-racists
have nottakentheinitiative.As
a movement,it’s about timewedid so. ‘

I hope this article will start.a
debate on how we deal with
racism and fascism, and w
tactics. we should employ 1Bfight againstitite spy
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JOHN O’Mahony (SO, October
11) needn’t worry. There is no
lack of ‘‘active support for
Solidarnosc’’. Nor, despite the
whitewash job of almost all
Trotskyist groups, is there any
mystery as to the source of most
ofit.

No less a figure than Radio.
Free Europe director James
Buckley has obligingly revealed
that ‘‘whenever  Solidarnosc
issues a declaration we broad-
cast it’’. It is true that since I
only learned of this from the
April 12 issue of Verde Olivio
(journal of the Cuban armed
forces) the disclosure may not
have reached the ears of Social-
ist Organiser’s editors, for
whom learning a foreign lan-
guage is an unbearable imposi-
tion, and reading any Cuban
publication, even in the English
language,is nothing less than a
torture session.

Thegist of thearticle seems to
be that the Polish authoritiesare
enemies of the NUM and Solid-
arnosc is its ally, therefore
Scargill ‘owes Lech Walesa and
Solidarnosc basic working class
solidarity’’.

The first two claims are more
than dubious. If large amounts
of Polish coal were being sent
here directly (it is, or should be
clear, that the Polish authorities
have no responsibility for the
considerable amount sent here
from third countries); if, con-
trary to the statement of its
central leader, Solidarnosc
actually supports the miners;
and if Solidarnosc has anything
like the ‘‘10 million’” members
it claims; the shipments would
long ago have ceased.

Progressive
That any figures in Solidar-

nose have issued statements of
support for the NUM is due to
their (utterly—unfounded)
expectations of assistance from
it for their own struggle. In the
far more numerous cases where
Solidarnoschas entertained no
illusions as to the possibilityof
gaining assistancefromprogres-
sive forces, its attitude to these
forces has been clearly and
unambiguouslyhostile.

This was made clear by the
demand of the September 1981
Solidarnosc Congress for a cut-
offofall Polish aid to Cuba, the
support voiced in the same
congress for US intervention in
Ft Salvador and thedeclarations
by Przctakiewicz, the top
Solidarnosc representative. in
the Western hemisphere,
denouncing the US air traffic
controllers’ strike (‘I would not
like to be involved in thiskind of 
  

Sandinista leader DanielOrtega
:

1 THINKonbalance I agree with
Martin Thomas's assessment of
thedecision of Nicaragua to sign
the Contadora Pact, rather than

_
withPaul Muddle’s (SO 202).

Paul argues that we are not
opposedin principle to compro-
mises with bourgeois govern-
ments; and that the success of
the Salvadorean revolution
depends not upon arms supplies
from Nicaragua, but upon inter-
national working class solid-
arity.

The Sandinistas signing the
Contadora pact, says Paul, will
“call Reagan’s bluff’ and
“‘expose his hypocrisy’” — since
Contadora calls for all foreigs
military personnel to be with-

_

DESPITE

 
 

Glasgow protest
at scab coal

committees, four MPs, four
Constituency Labour Parties
and the Muirkirk miners’
strike committee in Ayrshire.

torrential rain,
some 50 people turned out
on October 24 for a picket of
the Polish consulate in
Glasgow.

The picket was in protest
at the strike-breaking exports
of Polish coal to Britain and
the suppression of free trade
unionism in Poland.

A statementcalling for no
coal exports. during the
miners’ strike has attracted
a wide range of spensorship,
including the mines’ support

thing’’) and the Western peace
movement (‘‘without American
weapons, Europe won't last a
day’’).

These are far from the only
cases where Solidarnosc takes
its line from its US benefactors,
but reasons of space prevent me
irum Getailing them all. The
same reasons prevent me from
commenting in detail on
O’Mahony’s revelation that “‘in
the west’’ (which includes such
democratic showcases as El
Salvador. Guatemala, and South
Africa) ‘‘there is personal
freedom . . .

the right of the
workers to organise trade unions
andpoliticalparties.”’

Asto the ‘rule of law’’ andits
supposed benefits; the most

drawn,and an endto support for_
organisations seeking to ‘de-
stabilise’ Central American
governments. Obviously,
Reagan will not be able to
comply.

This may well be true. Butit
seems to me that our judge-
ment on the  Sandinistas’
decision depends uponits real
effects on the struggle in Hl
Salvador. If it has no effect,
there can be no major objection;
but if it has a demoblising
effect, I thinkit must be judged
a wrongdecision.

It seems likely that there is
a connexion between the San-
dinistas’ action and the negoti-
ations nowtaking place in El
Salvador between the govern-
ment and the FMLN. Again,
negotiations are not ruled out in
principle, but I think — on the
basis of previous articles he
has written in SO — Paul will
agree that a ‘negotiated settle-
ment’ withthepresent regimeis

But none of the Commun-
ist Party membersand sympa-
thisers approached were pre-
pared to add their names.
These included Glasgow
Trades Councilsecretary Jane
Lamont, Scottish TUC secre-
tary Jimmy Milne and
Scottish NUM leaders Mick
McGahey, George Bolton and
Eric Clarke.

appropriate — though unprint-
able — comments are bestleft
to the increasing number of
miners whoarefalling foul of it
by hitting policemen on the
boots and truncheon with their
teeth...

O’Mahonysuffers from what
might be called selective
myopia. The result is that he
passes off the frequent and
explicit declarations of mutual
support by representatives of
US imperialism and of Solid-
arnosc as insincere on thepart of
the former and “‘based on a
fundamental—misunderstand-
ing’’ by the latter. The myopia
is selective because O’Mahony
hasso far refrained from doing a
similar whitewash job on the

the policy of the bourgeois
right wing in the FMLN,rather
thantheLeft.

Wider international solidar-
ity is certainly needed. But it is
also true that allies within
Central America itself are vital
to each other’s success. The
FMLN may not, as Paul says,
need Nicaraguan guns, but they
do look to Nicaraguaforpolitical
assistance and as a model for
theirown future.

.

They do need some baseout-
side El Salvador: and a declar-
ation by Nicaragua that it wll
dissociate from any moves to
‘destabilise’ El

—
Salvador’s

rulers cannothelp.
aePaul writes: ‘‘If the FSLN are

not Marxists...thisisn’t because
they don’t export arms...but
because they have not attemp-
ted to build an international
party.’’ I think this poses the
issues wrongly. The FSLN are
not Marxists because they do
not have a working class pro- .

And .in miners’ support
committees in and around
Glasgow, CP members ‘had
been to the fore in opposing
the picket.

The picket must be follow-
ed up by a consistent cam-
paign to break through the
wall of silence on Polish coal
erected by the Communist
Party in Glasgow and else-
where, and to counter the
lying allegations (cultivated
by Fleet Street) that Solid-
arnosc does not support the
miners.

relationship between Washing-
ton and, for example, the Nicar-
aguan contrus.

But the latter should not
despair; for a ‘‘Marxist’’ news-
paper, the capacity of Socialist
Organiser for producing enter-
taining surprises deserves
inclusion in the Guinness Book
of Records and I wouldn’t care
to bet on the next beneficiary.

But one thing I can bet on,
even now, is that Socialist
Organiser could learn valuable
lessons in class consciousness
not only from Arthur Scargill,
but even from the adherents of
“‘devil worship’’
mediaevalpeasants.

Comradely greetings
MIKE WEBBER

among the

 

Assessing Contadora jgae
gramme. Andtactical compro-
mises by people fighting for a
different programme cannot
simply be assessed in the same
way as tactical compromises by
people fighting for our pro-
gramme. They are compromis-
ing for different ends.

An agreement between the
Sandinistas and various bour-
geois regimes seems to me

potentially more than just a

compromise. The wheelings and
dealings of Reagan are one

thing: but

—
what about

the aims of the Mexican, Vene-
zuelan, Colombian or Panam-
anian bourgeoisies who worked
theplan out?

The relatively powerful
Mexican ruling class surely
aims for a consolidated bour-
geois alliance in the region —

under their own domination..
Nicaragua's support for Conta-
dora strengthenstheiraims; and
theiraims conflictwithours.

EDWARDELLIS -

_
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The LeftWhose Poland? |The SWP’s
RICK MATTHEWS(IFL) -LUrN

Recently the Socialist Workers’ Party — the largest, after ‘Mili-
tant’, of the farleft groupings in Britain — has madea ‘turn’.
From a stance which they themselves now describe as
‘splendid isolation’, they have movedto enter miners’ support
committees and trade union Broad Lefts, and they havecalled
for united action with the
comments.
A COUPLE of weeks ago
Socialist Worker carried an
interesting article on the Bir-
mingham Trades Council
Miners Support Committee.

It was informative and
generally accurate but most
interesting was its tone. It was
quietly enthusiastic about the
Committee, and indeed held it
up as ‘‘one example of a support
committee which has had some
success in raising support for
the miners and taking their
case to local workplaces in
Birmingham.”

TradesCouncil secretary Mick
Rice, and Geraldine Egan, Chair
of the Trades Council Women’s
Group (whoorganise most of the
local food collecting),are quoted
approvingly.

;Yet for the first five or six
months of the strike, the SWP
played virtually no role in the
committee. A couple of individ-
ual SWP members turned up to
the meetings, but the organisa-
tion itself took no part in the
work of the committee and lead-
ing members privately dis-
missed its work as “‘left-wing
Oxtam’’ (a reference to the food
collections) and suggested that
the leaders of the Trades
Council were ‘‘minor bureau-
crats’’ usingthestrike to further
theircareers.

Suddenly, all that has
changed. SWP members now
turn up in force at the Commit-
tee’s meetings, and generally
play a constructive role, taking
on quite a lot of the day to day
leg-work.

Andit is the same with SWP
members elsewhere. The paper
now catries frequent articles
praising the work of the once-
despised ‘‘baked beans brig-
ade’’ (food collectors), and
emphasised the need for patient
presentation of the miners’
case to other groups of workers,
using the TUC resolution where
necessary.

In the Birmingham area, SWP
members have been to the fore
in establishing support commit-
teeslinkedto theTrades Council
in NALGO, the NUT and
amongst students.

All this is to the good. The
more comrades who work con-
structively in united front sup-
port committees, (while, of

NYTerty
Review

 

Labour Left. Jim Denham

course, continuing to argue for
theirown politics)thebetter.

But what about some honest
accounting for this dramatic
change of position? And what
implicationsdoes it have for the
SWP’shitherto ultra-pessimistic
perspectives’ for the class
struggle.

Tony Cliff may privately say
that some of the members took
his pronouncements ‘‘too liter-
ally’’, but sometimes it does no
harm to simply admit, “‘we were
wrong’’.

Perhaps there was nothing
very revolutionary and Bolshe-
vik about the SWP’s previous
splendid isolation and lordly
contempt for therest of the Left.
For instance, they always shied
away from raising the general
strike, even propagandistically,
as ‘‘too advanced’’.

Several SWP members in
Birmingham were genuinely
surprised to discover that, once
they got stuck irto the support
committee, they found them-
selves arguing for exactly the
same perspectives -as_ the
‘‘bureaucrats’’ of the Trades
Council — patient, systematic»
presentation of the miners’ case
to other workers, using food and
moneycollectionsto prepare for
blacking and solidarity action,
setting up support committees
in particular unions and work-
places,etc., etc.

Now the SWP has ‘‘come in
from thecold’’ whateffect will it
have on their overall politics?
A cynic might: point to the
Socialist Worker sales report
carried in the same issue as the
article on Birmingham: ‘‘Bir-
mingham SWP are actively
involved in the miners’ support §

group. Whenthey first started
they used to sell eight papers a
week.

‘‘Now that they have been
working alongside other activ-
ists for a considerable time the
sale has increased to 15.’’ Good
grief! Can the ‘‘upturn’’ be on
theway?

Meanwhile, however, we
should welcome the comradesin
from the cold, and try to con-
vince themon someotherissues
— like why theyshould be in the
Labour Party, pursuing a united
front approach on broader politi-
cal issues, too.

 
 
   
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
   
 
  
    

Advert

No.4, out now,includesarticles on Afghan-
istan, on the Northern Ireland Protestants,
and on the theory of imperialism in thelight
of theSouth Atlanticwar.

Baek the miners.GENERALSTRIKE!
 i

75p plus
postage from
PO Box 135,
London N1.
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SEVENTY years ago this
autumn, the First World
War began — and the
international socialist
movement, as it was then,
fell apart.

Almost all the Social Demo-
cratic and Labour Parties built
up over decades of working
classefforts supported their own
capitalist governments in the
war.

Ever since then, socialists
have beenfightingto rebuild the
movement.

The first great attempt was
the creation of the Communist
Parties after 1917. Within a very
few years the CPs had been
corrupted, andby the 1930s they
had been completelywrecked as
instruments for socialism, by
the rise of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy in theUSSR.

Value
Neverthelesstheworkand the

discussionsofthefirst few years
of the Communist movement
arestillof great value. Especial-
ly important was the Second
Congress of the Communist
International,in 1920, where the
basic issue of how socialists
should organise was arguedout.

Trotskydeclared:
“I proceed from the assump-

tion that there is a rather sharp
contradictionbetweenthemarch
of historical events and the
opinion expressed here with
such Marxist magnanimity
(by Paul Levi of the German CP)
to the effect that the broad
masses of workers are already
excellently aware of the neces-
sity of theparty.

“It is self-evident that if we
were dealing here with Messrs
Scheidemann, Kautsky [the
German reformist leaders] or
their English co-thinkers, it
would, of course, be unneces-
sary to convince these gentle-
men that a party is indispen-
sable to theworking class. They
have created a party for the
working class and handed it
over into the service of ‘bour-
geois andcapitalist society...

**Just because1 know thatthe
party is indispensable, and am

very well aware of the value of
the party, and just because I
see Scheidemann on the one
side and, on theother American
or Spanish or French syndical-
ists who not only wish to fight
against the bourgeoisie but who
unlike Scheidemann,reallywant
to tear its head off — for this
reason I say that I prefer to dis-
cuss with these Spanish, Amer-
ican and French comrades in
order to prove to them that the
party is indispensable for the
fulfillment of the historical
mission which is placed upon
them — the destruction of the
bourgeoisie.

Party
“| will try to prove this to

them in a comradely way, on
thebasis of my own experience,
and not by counterposing to
them Scheidemann’s long years
of experience and saying that
for the majority this question
has alreadybeen settled.”’

The class struggles in Russia 

 Our history
 

 

Socialist organisation
and socialist theor
 

Howshould socialists organise? What
relation is therebetweenthetheoretical
arguments on theLeft, and day-to-day
trade union battles? Stan Crooke reviews
somelessons from history.aaEE

and Hungary proved,in differ-
ent.ways, the need for a revolu-
tionary party. The October
Revolution and the overthrow of
capitalism in Russia would have
been impossible but for the
existence of the Bolshevik
Party.

‘If we had not had a central-
ised, military, iron-disciplined
party, which we organised for
twenty years, we would have
been beaten twenty times
over,”’ said Zinoviev.

In Hungary, on the other
hand, the numerical and politic- 
Rosa Luxemburg

21 weaknesses of the party had
led it to rely on the trade unions,
with fatal consequences. The
unions had been entrusted with
tasks such as the reorganisation
of production, the formation of a
Red Army, the .distribution of
food, etc.

“But,” the Hungarian
Communist leader—Rakosi
recounted, ‘‘it emerged that
these questions could not be
solved by them.They did indeed
take on these tasks, but in no

area did they achieve a satis-
factory solution to them. Not
only because they were mostly
reactionary, but also because
they were not created to solve
political questions. After a few
months we were faced with the
absolute necessity of forming a
strong new Communistparty.”

The Stalinists in later years
presented the question of a
Leninist party almost entirely as
an organisational matter of the
need for a ‘‘centralised, milit-
ary, iron-disciplined’’ move-
ment.

In fact the Bolshevik party
never had the organisational
rigidity credited to it in Stalinist
myth. It was a party of lively
internal controversy and often
ramshackleorganisation.

Whatdistinguished it was its
relentless struggle for theoret-
ical and political clarity — its
determined rejection of muddy
consensusthinking,andits will
to follow the principles later
summed up by Trotsky: ‘‘To
facereality squarely; not to seek
the line of least resistance;
to call things by their right
names; to speak the truth to the
masses, no matter how bitter it
maybe...”’

Because the bourgeoisie
controls all the means of propa-
ganda, culture and information
in capitalist society (schools,
mass media, the church, etc.),
the thinking and actions of the
wotking class come to bedomin-
ated by bourgeois ideology.
Only a party which has purged
itself of all bourgeois influences
and is a concrete embodiment
of revolutionary socialist
struggle can break the working
class from bourgeois ideology
and organise it to overthrow
capitalism.

For the Third International
the Communist Party was not
just a collection of industrial
militants. The party was a part
of the working class, but also
differed from the whole working
class in that it had ‘‘an overall
view of the whole historical road
of the working class in its totalt
ity’’. It was “‘the organisational
and political lever with whose
help the advanced part of the
working class can steer the
whole mass’ of the proletariat
and thesemi-proletariatonto the
correct road.””

Creativity and power
The workingclass has tremen-

dous resources of power, crea-
tivity and courage. The basic
forms and methods of the
struggle for socialism — trade
unions, mass strikes, factory
occupations, workers’ councils
— have been developed not by
any elite but by the masses of
workersin struggle.

 

And the liberation of the
working class must be the task
of the workers themselves. The
socialist revolution means the
direct democratic rule of the
working class through workers’
councils (a sort of workers’
parliament, with accountability
andtheright of recall over dele-
gates) — nottherule of a party.

But spontaneous, uncoordin-
ated struggle will not be enough
to defeat the capitalist class —

a cunning, centralised and well-
equipped opponent. Time and
again in working class history,
promising broad movements
have beensidetrackedanddissi-
pated for lack of a coherent and
politicallyclear hard core.

Committed socialists need to
continue in a coherent, effec-
tive movement which can inte-
grate the struggle onall fronts,
from the most complex theoret-
ical debates to the most basic
trade union battles.

In its approach to semi-
revolutionariesand confusedbut
militantleftists, the Third Inter-
national combined absolute
firmness of principles with
flexibilityof tactics. In his pam-
phlet, ‘Left Wing Communism’,
written just before the Second
Congress, Lenin argued:
‘Attacksof theGerman Lefts on
the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Germany
for entertaining the idea of a
bloc with the ‘Independents’
(USPD)... 

Leon Trotsky
utterly frivolous and a clear
proof that the ‘Lefts’ are in the
wrong...

“The German Independent
Social-Democratic Party (USPD)
is obviously not a homogeneous
body: alongside the old oppor-
tunist leaders...therehas arisen
in this party a Left, proletarian
wing which is growing with
remarkable rapidity...To fear a
‘compromise’ with this wing of
theparty is positivelyridiculous.

On the contrary, it is obliga-
tory for the Communists to seek
and to find a suitable form of
compromise with them, such a
compromise as, on the one
hand, would facilitateand accel-
erate the necessary complete
fusion withthiswing and, on the
other, would in no way hamper
the Communists in their ideol-
ogical and political struggle

“against the opportunist Right
wing of the ‘Independents’.’’

The thirteenth session of the
Second Congress was dominated
by the question of whether the
various revolutionary group-
ings in Britain, at that time in
the processof fusion to form the
Communist Party, should affili-
ate to the Labour Party. Affilia-
tion had been debated long
before the Congress.

Sylvia Pankhurst’s arguments
against affiliation had a certain
ring of familiarity about them:
‘The LabourParty is very large
numerically, though its mem-
bership is to a great extent
quiescent and apathetic,consist-

appear to us to be

Lenin
ing of many workers. who have
joined the trade unions because
their workmates are trade
unionists, and to share the
friendlybenefits...

‘‘We must not dissipate our
energy in addingto the strength

of the Labour Party...We must
concentrate on making a com-
munist movement that will
vanquishit.”’ :

At the Congressitself Tanner
claimed that affiliation ‘‘would
do great damage to the British
Party, for the whole British
workingclassis sick andtired of
thetacticsof theLabour Party.”’

Affiliation
But Lenin argued, success-

fully,in favourofaffiliation.
Pankhurst’s argument was

based on a superstitious fear of
what might happen to revolu-
tionariesin theLabour Party and
thereforewanted Communists to
keep a healthy distance from it.
Lenin, . on. the other hand,
wanted communists to fight for
the leadership of the British
working class inside the Labour
Party.

Lenin agreed that ‘The
Labour Party is a thoroughly
reactionary. party, because, 
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although madeup of workers, it
is led by reactionaries and the
worst kind of reactionaries at
that.”’

Even so, the Communists
should join it in order to reach
the workers in the Labour Party
and the millions in the trade
unions affiliated to the Labour
Party. The British Communist
Party could be a real workers’
patty only if it really linked up
with the masses and fought
against the reactionary, corrupt
leaders of the British labour
movement.

Andit was possible to attack
these leaders from inside the
Labour Party: ‘‘a party affiliated
to the Labour Party is able, not
only to severely criticise, but
only and specifically to mention ©

the old leaders by nameandcall
them social traitors...In such
circumstances it would be a —

mistake not tojoin theparty.””
The British Communist Party

was not to be a party of propa-
gandists, but a combat organisa-
tion fighting to win support for
their ideas and drive the agents
of the bourgeoisie out of the
labour movement. ‘“‘When com-
munists enjoy such freedom,it
is their duty to join the Labour
Party.”
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CENTRAL Manchester District
Health Authority voted by 8 to
7 on’ Tuesday October 23 to
reject an admitted collaboration
deal with a private cleaning_firm. And only organisation at
ground-level achieved thisgyictory.
~ the DHA was the first in
Britain to dangle the poisonedapple of a ‘joint venture’ before
members and staff. The idea
came from District Administra-

' tor Michael (‘call me Mike’)
Ruane, and was the DHA’s
response to the Tories’ plans to
cut staff, wges, and conditions
‘by privatising hospital cleaning,catering and laundryservices.

The joint venture involved
setting up a company on whose@asdwould be two DHS mem-oe and a numberof directors

.

from private cleaning contrac-
térs spinneys Ltd., who have
‘ @ntractsat Gatwick Airport and
in Saudi Arabia. Spinnéys werepicked by the District adminis-
trators because of their ‘goodpersonnel record...as good as

_ thatin theNHS.”’
This is a joke coming from anAuthoritywhich was advocatingpaying for Tory cuts by kicking

out staff who are amongst the
mostpoorlypaidinBritain.

Under the joint vulture planall the cleaning staff would be
sacked in March 1985. Then
those ‘able to accept’ Spinneysterms could be re-employed —

ifSpinneysapproved!Clearly, Spinneys’ profits
would be made by employingmainly part-time staff — mean-ing notonly a cutin living stan-
dards that most families in
central Manchester could neverafford, but also that most bene-
fits available to full-time staff
would be lost.
_ Further,theprofits in the first
year were planned to be used
purely to pay off the overspend

— 4 a

Miners demonstratetheirsupport for health workers during the 1982 NHSpay dispute. Photo: John HarrisA victory in hive-off war
By George McLean, District Staff Side CommitteeSecretary, Central Manchester Health Authority.

(about_£300,000 in 1984-5)
caused by the government’srefusal fully to.refund the NHS
pay awards above their 3%
limit.

With the promise of further
cuts in thenext year asthecrisis
of capitalism deepensit is hard
to see how thejoint vulture plan
would offer anythingto the DHA
in the way of money to create
more jobs and to improvepatient services. Any ‘saving’will beeaten up in paying for the
callous underfunding of the
Tories.

The two seats on the board
were very dubious. Despite his
assurances to the contrary,Ruanedidsay in his backgseund
paper to the DHA that they
would be non-voting. However,.considering that they would be
swamped by the vultures
from Spinneysanyway,it hardly
mattered. How, then, was the
DHA going to ‘monitor and
control’ the joint venture in
operation? No answers.

Chair of the DHA is fat boyand one-time socialist Kenneth
(call me Councillor) Collis, a
man noted for his abilityto ‘getthings done’for certain friends
when he chaired Manchester’s
Housing Committee. It wasCollis’s job to persuade theDHA
that the joint vulture plan was
the ‘lesser of two evils’ — that
is, Spinneys (with ‘our’ two
seats) or full privatisation.

On the morning of the 23rd
NUPEhad a mass meeting and
voted to lobby the DHA. DHAs
are normally held in the Board
Room of Manchester RoyalInfirmary. Thoughtfully Mike
Ruane(theevil of twolessers)had placed ten chairs for mem-bers of the public. Ten chairsJobs action

ON November 12, Signal and
Telecommunication staff onBritish Rail will start takingindustrial actign in’ defence of
jobs and conditions.
British Rail are trying to
implementchanges which would
educe safety. standards. TheseoleleiReifley

H a regular weeklyestate sale now successfully establish.ed in Hulme, Manchester, comrades living in Longsight deci-
Ged to start.a second estate sale in their part of the city.
They got off to an encouraging start last Sunday,selling 15

 
s in just over an hour.  

  

_ From Basingstoke, Angela Fraser writes: “We started ast sale this Saturday which brought in £5.50 and we
ope to start the estate sales probably thisweek”.

;_ Send news of yourlocal group’s plans, successes andfail
ures to so, 214 Sickert Court, London N1 2SY.

are:
*Reducedmaintenance.*Separation of maintenanceand faultingteams.
*Abolition of contract tele-

comsmaintenance.
*Reduction in signal main-

tenance staff levels.
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were not enoughfor 500 people!The three new Labour coun-cillors (who have taken overfrom threeof Collis’s pals due tothe sweeping gains made bytheLeft in this year’s elections)
demanded that the meeting be
transferred to a place whereall
the staff could*hear the argu-
ments and see which waythe
DHA memberswerevoting.Collis naturally baulked\ at
this Solidarnosc-style extension
of democracy, but it was ‘obey
or abandon the meeting’! We
all duly swept to the nearbynurses’ home and the DHA
meeting took place on thestagewithits biggest audienceever.*

Ruane presented his paperand it was attacked fromall
@angles by the Labour coun-cillors, who had met the unions

on the previous day, with
Kath Robinson laying downt heprinciples and Joe Holly provi-ded detailed objections. Two
other DHA members — norm-ally silent — also spoke againsttheplan.

Collis and the District Treas-
urer whined that ‘there is noalternative’.

There followed a powerfulspeech by Mike Folliard, NUPE
shop steward, who pointed out
that in the joint vulture planthere was a clause which no
sane person could accept. This
was that if, after the initial
collaboration between the DHA
and Spinneys, it was decided
not to go ahead with the plan,the DHA would pay compensa-tion to Spinneys of £25,000...and
then let them participate in
any tendering that would then
occur!

Never mind that by then the
DHA mighthavesackedits staff

   
 

 

and would have given Spinneys
a huge advantage over other
contractors, plus a_ gift of£25,000 — but most importantlythis clause said that if collabor-
ation failed, the DHA wouldmeekly accept the Tories’ (as
yet not_legally-enforceable)demandsongoingoutto tender!
Nomentionofa fight anywhere.At the vote seven hands went
up in favour ofthe plan, includ-ing Collis's and a number of
consultants (who are, of course,accountableto nobody). The hall
exploded in cheering andwhoops of delight when eighthands wentupin opposition.But!...this is only the start.
All we'vedoneis to sayno to thejoint venture.

Campaign
Without an organised cami-paign inside and outside the

NHS to force the government(any government) to fund the
NHS adequately and to exposetheir everyfailure to do so, wewill find Spinneys. replaced byGrand Metor Crothalls or someother flockofvultures.

Links will now be made
between all the unions on thehospital site, and with other
local Districts — ali of whomface attacks from underfundingand privatisation over the nexttwelve months.

Wecan and must oppose allcooperation with the, privat: '

eers. We must build to a posi-tion where health workers and
others can by occupation andothermeans maintain their right
to a job andto improve care topatients. The two go hand-in-
hand.

The mood of the staff ispositive and optimistic — partlydueto the success of the miners
in their fight, I suspect. We
must seize thatmood and turn it
into a victoriouscampaign.

on railways
At the moment, vital safetychecks are done once a month.

Under these proposals it wouldbe once a year. Machinerywhich is in constant use wouldbe left unchecked for an entire
year.

With all four points BR ‘pro-mises’ new jobs to replace the
ones lost. However, BR’s other‘promises’ have failed to mater-ialise, like higher wages in
return for redundancies.

The action due to start onNovember 12 includes an over-time ban; workto rule; nocall-
out cover (except when a dan-
gerous situation arises); nocovering of higher grades; and
all travelling to and from jobswill be donein works time.

Whilelimited, such actionwill
soon be noticed as trains begin

_

to run late ana are re-rvuted.
The long and short ofit is that

the BR proposals are another
part of the Serpell plan to run
down the railways and must be
fought.

The problems of sectionalis-
ing industrial action in this way
are obvious. The NURleader-
ship seems hell bent on this
style, though.

First it was BR workshops,
then it was to be drivers and
guards only, in defence ofrail-
workers at Shirebrook, and now
it’s the signal and telecommuni-
cations department.

What we need is an all-out
fight. The link with the miners’
fight about who controls our
industries has already been
made by most -railworkers.
Let’s use it now.

_

 
NALGO’s dispute with
Sheffield City Council has
now enteredits seventh week.
On Friday October 26 theCity Council chose to escal-
ate the dispute still further
by suspending a senior work-
er in Family and CommunityServices (FCS), so followingthe same course of actionthat provoked the strike inHousing.

In response, FCS NALGO
members held a one-daystrike on Monday October 29
and 90% of the workersobeyedthestrikecall.

At a departmental meet-ing it was decided to ballot
the department on all-outindefinite strike action.

This would force the‘NALGO National Executive
Committee to  -reconsider
their position of escalatingonly in key areas, which has
so far provedineffective.

With the council setting
up hotlines to report hous-
ing repairs, and encouragingstrike-breaking in the worksdepartment,it is possible thatthe dispute could now rapidly ,escalate to include workers
in more departments.

Throughout the dispute,the council’s tactics — strike-breaking, suspensions and useof non-union labour — have
brought into question its
reputation as a “socialist”

 

THE CPSA Broad Left — the
largest union Broad Lcfi in the
country — could split at its con-ference in Manchester—this
weekend (Nev. 3/4).

The two main blocks domin-
ating the Broad Left — Militant
and the Labour Left — have
been increasingly unable to
work together in a constructive
and comradely fashion. Manyinfluential members of the
Labour Left group are now say-ing that they can no longer work
with Militantat all, and thereis
widespreadtalkof them leaving
to set up a separate organisa-tion.

The conference will also elect
the Broad Left’s candidates for
next year’s elections to thePresidency, National Executive
Committee and other positionsin the union. Well over a hun-dred motions have been tabled
from regional Broad Left groupsdiscussing a wide range ofimportant issues: NorthernIreland, women’s rights, the
miners’ strike, the 1985 pay‘campaign,etc.

But the danger of a splitobviously overshadowsthemall.
The only real winners from

any such split would be CPSA
general secretary

_
Alistair

Graham andtheright wing. The
Broad Left has achieved sub-
stantial electoral success in
recent years (thecurrent Nation-
al Executive Committee is verymuch Broad Left dominated),but such success could not con-

AFTER over eight months
on strike, the 87 domestics
at Barking Hospital have won
an important, though by no
means decisive, victory.

An industrial tribunal last
Thursday ruled that they had
been unfairlydismissed. They
are therefore entitled to
redundancy pay and compen-sation for loss of earnings.While this has given aboost to thestrikers it isclearly not what thestrike is
about. Theyarestilldemand-
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Call for all out
By Helen Rigby and Michael Morris

hypocrisy

CPSA——
4ft could split

Barkingmass picket

 

 

 
   employer.

They have shown blatant
in dealing with

their own employees. While
publicly supporting the
miners and refusing to deal
with companies that have
crossed miners’ picket lines,they have brought in private
contractors to do the work of
NALGO workersonstrike.

  
  
   

 
  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  
  

 
Consistently, throughoutthe dispute, the council has

tried to drive a wedgebetween NALGO and manual
workers. They accuse‘NALGO of wanting toimprove their employment
position at the expense of
others.

This is a complete fallacy
since NALGOare demanding‘single status’ .for blue and
white collar workers and aretrying to secure a levelling
up rather than a levellingdownofconditions.

While the strike escalates
among council employees,there must be a parallelincrease of pressure from
Labour Party wards and the
District Labour Party. Sofar, the latter -has been
unwilling to apportion blame
in the dispute.

It has to be made clear
that rate-capping cannot befought at the expense of.
council workers.

 
  

 
  
     
 
 
           
  
     

   
  
          

               
     
 

   tinue after a damagingsplit.Ironically, both the LabourLeft and Militant have beenhappy to use the Broad Left as
an electoral machine, ratherthan an active campaigningbody and thus both groupswould suffer badly from a break-
upofthepresent Broad Left.

The Socialist Caucus, the hard
left grouping which includes
Socialist Organiser supporters,will argue against such a split,
even though we are unhappyabout the present Broad Left’slackof campaigning.Some time ago the Caucusdecided to call a meetingon thell = >Saturday evening of conferenge ff

to discuss a realignmentof the
hard left in the union. Thismeeting has now taken on a newimportance.

The union facesa critical time
in the next few months, with the
Newcastle computerstrike still
continuing, next year’s pay cam-paign to organise and more sup-
port for the miners needed: a
strong rankand fileorganisation
armed withsocialist principles is
perhaps more desperately
needed nowthanever.

It remains to be seen whether
the Broad Left can be that
organisation; or whether it will
tearitself in two. All Broad Left
members should attend the
weekend*conference, and helpdevelop the Broad Left as aunited, fighting movement with
a rank andfileorientation.

                          
    
         
       

                      
      
 ing their right to work atBarking.

The pickets will continueand supporters are needed
every morning, especially forthe mass pickets on Tues-day, from 6.30 am onwards.Further details can beobtained from the Strike Line
— 01-592 5038. :

OFFICIAL MASSPICKETTuesday 13 November
6.30am to 6.00 pmBarkingHospitalUpneyLane, Barking,Essex
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NOV 7
THROUGHOUT London mass
meetings of council workers
have endorsed calls for strike
actionon November7.

It will be the first major show
of strength by the combined
forces of the borough councils’
stewards’ organisation London
Bridge, GLC workers through
‘Democracy for London’ and
ILEA workers, organised by the
‘Save ILEA Campaign.

For the first time the unions
have organised at shop steward
level ina united manner, across
boroughs and services. This
promises to make the 7th a

major success, and bodes well
for the future.

With a big turn-out for the
one-day strike on November 7,
the council trade union cam-
paigns will have come a long
way in a very short space of
time.

Werealise that a day’s strike
is not going to send Thatcher
running for cover. But it can
begin the job of building a mass
movementof council workers in
defence of jobs and services.
Such a movement can hold the
key to victory next spring at
councilbudget-makingtime.

The London Bridge committee
has already adopted a policy of
total non-cooperation with the
Tories’ plans to be implemented
by ‘‘all-out strike action, sit-ins
and occupations’, and is
demandingthat Labour councils
refuse to make cuts or raise
rents andrates.

While some union officials
have been very helpful in organ-
ising for the 7th, others have
dragged theirheels, coming into
line only after the 7th seemed a
safe bet.

Rate-capped Labour councils
have pledged support for a fight
against rate-capping. But their
actions so far correspond to a

strategy of tough negotiations
| rather than confronting the
| Tories. Decisions made by small

groups in Town Halls, largely
cut off from the working class,
can fade quickly when it comes

| toa test.

  |
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I Join the LabourParty. |; Write to: The Labour 1
4 Party, 150 Walworth !
j Road, London SE17 ;
y 1ST.
| Subscription is £7 per ;
1 year, £2 unwaged, 50p 4
i OAPs.

£35.63 from a social in Man-
chester, and £13.05 from
John Harris, gives us a total
of only £48.68 for the fund
this week.

We have £447.38 towards
our £800 emergency appeal —

but we need the rest very

quickly!
Legal complications still

exist, but it looks like we
could get the lease on the
premises we want fairly soon.

Then we'll need all the

money from our premisesfund, but at present we’ve got
to keep that fund frozen
while we get our regular
budgetback into balance.

Contributions to 214
Sickert Court, London N1
2SY. =

Guarantee aidnow!
Whenhundredsof millions
of peoplelive at themargin
of existence —just getting
enoughto eatto stay alive
— droughtor war is bound
to push millionsover the
margin into starvationand
death.

For thehundredsof
millionsto draw themselves
out of poverty requires a
changein society. But to
save themillionsnow is
mucheasier.

According to the UN
Food and Agriculture
Organisationearlierthis
year, 1.6 milliontons of
food and £91 millionaid
were neededto save the
immediatevictims of
starvation in Africa.

The Common Market
alone has ten million tons of
grain in store. It would
actuallybe cheaperto send
thisgrain to Africathanto
keepitin store — sending
it costs £25 a ton,storingit
could cost about £200 a ton.

Thereis plenty of food
to feed thestarving, and
plenty of transport capable
of getting it to them.It

should be sent now,not
only to Africabut to other
areas hit by famine.

Only theworkers and
peasants of Africacan deal
withthelocal ruling classes
thatare directly respon-
sible for theirsuffering.
But thelabour movement
here could doalot.

The Labour Party should

Governmentsrest at token
gestures whilethousandsdie

demandthattheEEC,the
USandotherfood-surplus
countries put theirsurplus
stocks underthecontrol of
an internationalfamine
reliefagency,and provide
thatagency withits own
transport pool.

Conservative, establish-
ed bodiesliketheUN Food
and Agriculture Organisa-
tion and even theWorld

Bank have beenpleading
for aid for Africafor well
over a year. But at present
theyare dependentfor
every pennyon theyear-
by-yeargoodwillof govern-
ments.

It’s as if hospitals in
Britain had to begfor funds
every week therewas an
epidemicor a bigaccident.

The Labour Party has
beenslow to moveon this
issue. It should make up for
it now by organising a
mass demonstrationwith
thedemandsfor immediate
aid to Africa,a permanent
internationalfaminerelief
fund, and cancellationof
thedebts owed to City
banksby theAfricanstates.

 

r workersopen
By Jim Denham

BY the time this issue of
Socialist Organiser appears,
carworkers at Austin Rover
and at Jaguars should be out
on indefinite strike over their
respective pay claims.

The 7000 Jaguar workers
voted last week to come out
from November 1 in pursuit
of their £25 across the board
claim. The company’s “final
offer” is a two-year deal,
supposedly worth 21% but
actually worth only 7% per
year, because it includes con-
solidation of bonus money
already being earned.

Stewards at the three
Jaguar plants -— two in
Coventry and one in Birming-
ham — believe that the rank
and file are ready to fight for
thefull claim.

The main danger at the
moment lies in the activities
of full-time officials, notably
the TGWU’s national auto-
motive officer Grenville Haw-
ley, who have been holding
last-minute secret talks with
Jaguar bosses in a desperate
attempt to head off the
action.

Clearly Jaguar workers will
have to take steps to ensure
that the rank andfilecontrol
the course of this strike and
all negotiations, rather than
leaving things to proven sell-
out merchantslike Hawley.

The 28,000 hourly paid
workers at Austin Rover are

preparing for their second
round of mass meetings as we

go to press. The first round
of mass meetings endorsed
the Joint Negotiating Com-
mittee’s rejection of the
company’s initial offer (a
two year deal worth only
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4.7% in new money) and
called for ‘“‘whatever indus-
trial action is necessary”’ to
win the £22 across the board
claim.

The company’s “new”
offer is only worth an extra
50p for the first year and £1
for the second.It is unlikely
to impress many Austin-
Rover workers, and stewards

at the Longbridge plant are
confident of winning a vote
for an all-out strike from
Monday November5.

One senior steward told
us:

“The members are ready
to fight. The level of the
settlement at Vauxhall’s and
the size of the rejected offer

Fe

at Jags, altiiougi we know it
isn’t as big as it’s cracked up
to be, have strengthened the
resolve of the members.

The first mass meeting was
notable for its high atten-
dance, and for the unanimity
of the vote. It was also made
clear that the call for action
wasn’t just a negotiating ploy
but actually meant beingpre-
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paredto strike.

Austin Rover stewards and
activists should be drawing up
picket rotas for the plants
and car depots, arguing for
rank and file strike. commit-
tees to control the course of
the action, and making sure
all negotiations are referred
back to the rank andfileat
every stage.


