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NACODSsecretary Peter McNestry:

AS wegoto press the courts seem
set to grab the assets of the
miners’ union, because the NUM
has refused to pay a £200,000
fine.

And -the strike by the pit
deputies’ union NACODS,set for
6 am on Thursday, 25th, has
been called off. Had the super-
visors come out, they would have
closed all the coalfields, shortened
the miners’ strike and brought
victory over the Tories much
closer.

The details of the settlement
are still secret but it is unlikely
that NACODShave got any relia-
ble guarantees against pit closures.

For the leaders of NACODS
to settle on their ownlike this,
after 80% of supervisors voted for
strike action, is the dirtiest piece
of shameless treachery seen in the
British labour movement for a
very long time.

McNestry is nothing but a
working class Judas!striking miners will be bitter-
ly disappointed and very angry.

But many of them expected
a stab in theback.Notts rank and
file leader Paul Whetton explains
the spirit in which militant miners
watched the manoeuvres between

Seize miners’ fundsTRIKE
BACK 

NACODSleaders and the Coal
Board:

*We’ve told as many of our
lads as possible not to build their
hopes on a NACODSstrike, to
believe it when they see it. The
man who expects nothing is never
disappointed.” (See page 2).

Hardened by eight months on
strike, miners and their families
are unlikely to let disappointment
lead to despair. The strike will go
on. Over 140,000 miners and
their families will continue the
fight because they know they
" no alternative except surren-

er.
Arthur Scargill says that the

only deal the NUM will accept is
one in which the Coal Board with-
draws its closure plans, agrees
to keep open pits marked for clo-
sure and produces “a definition
of pit exhaustion that does not
contain the economic connota-
tion that the Coal Board has been
seeking to include since the
beginningof March thisyear.”

That principle — that people
come before economics — makes
the miners’ strike a fight on
behalf of the whole working
Continued on back page
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Rossington, Yorkshire: This
picket was knocked over by a

MYOoem Cee meow all
over bya police transit van.
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Back the
miners    

Paul Whetton’s diary
Our talks with rank and

file NACODS members
showed that ‘they are ,all
prepared and ready to
strike and have given us
an assurance that they'll
be on the picket line on
Thursday morning. The
only danger is that they
may be sold out by their
leadership, or bought off.

It’s quite obvious that
there is a great deal of
pressure on the NACODS
leaders. Whether or not they
can resist that and stand firm
I don’t know.Thepressstate-
ment we put out last week
urging NACODS to join us
still holds good.

We think they ought to
be out with us now instead
of waiting for the outcome
of these negotiations.

I’m sure that the rank and
file will respond and willjoin
us on Thursday.

We have promised that any
NACODS member who
comes out on thepicket line
will be given the fullest co-
operation in information,
legal advice, anything we’ve
got and can offer our com-
tades in NACODS.

Therewill be a separate
NACODS picket line and
the NUM will instruct all its
members not to cross, or to
do the work of NACODS
members.

The scabs now are
beginning to panic. They
think they will be able to
turn up to work and the Coal
Board-will employ them
because of their loyalty. The
Coal Board doesn’t reward
loyalty. They never have
done and they never will. It
may well be that in the early
days they might attempt to
get the scabs to continue

‘going. in. But after a while
the Coal Board will just cut
andrun.

The exclusion of theNUM
from the ACAStalks this
week shows that they want
to isolate NACODSfrom the
NUM. They want to divide
the unions within the mining
industry. I thinkthere will be
strong pressure to buy off
NACODSbut I would hope

y’ll stand firm. 
  
   

We’ve told as many of
our lads as possible not to
build their hopes on a
NACODS: strike, to believe
it when they see it. The man
who expects nothing is never
disappointed. If it does come
off it will be a tremendous
boost, but don’t build your
hopes up, only to see them
dashed downagain.

One thing this dispute
must have demonstrated to
other trade unionistsis that if
they want to make anyreal
gains against this government
nowisthetime to go. It’sa
pity that other disputes like
those emerging in the car
industry — Vauxhalls, Fords,
British Leyland — are running
in parallel with the miners
rather than linking up. with
us in a joint effort to get
through the hole in the wall
that the NUM are going to
knock through.

Union-busting
The appointment of Eaton

highlights what we’ve been
saying since the start of this
dispute — MacGregor was
brought in withhis American-
style strike-breaking and
union-busting, and this time
he’s bitten off more than he
can chew.

MacGregor’s media image
has been disastrous for the
Coal Board and the govern-
ment. The Tories have
realised this and_they’ve
thrownhim to the dogs.
They'll keep him on in

name only for the duration
of the strike. There’s no
doubt that we’re going to
win this disputeand when
that happens he’ll just simply
be paid off. But it’s the
British tax payer who'll be
doing the payingoff.

It’s an attempt by the
government to put a reason-
able face on their side of the
argument. But it’s come too
late. After seven months,
every single member of this
trade union that’s out on
strike recognises the issues
and any veneer that the
Coal Board tries to put on
it, will be immediately seen
through.ANISED!

Become a supporter of the Socialist
Organiser Alliance -. groups are.establi-
shed in most large towns. We ask £1.50 8
month minimum (20p unwaged) contri-
ution from supporters.

{ want to become a Socialist Organ-
iser supporter/ | want more inform-
ation.

  
   

 
Send’to, Socialist Organiser, 28
Middle Lane, LongonN8 SPL.

 

 

E’VEGOTAN ALLY
— INTHEWINTER” 

Grimethorpe,Yorkshire, last week: firemen put out a burning carset ablaze as the mining community
fought backagainst police on the rampage

There’s nobody on the
Coal Board who could be
put in that seat and repair
the damage that’s beendone.
Employers are employers. It
doesn’t matter whether
they’vegot an acceptable face
or not.

Panicking
_

Peter Walker’s appeal to
Kinnock to use his good
offices to try and help
achieve a settlement was a
useless gesture. The govern-
ment are panicking and
turning in all different
directions — a new spokes-
person at the Coal Board,
calling in the Labour Party
— to me it shows panic
measures.

The problem for them is
that they want the dispute
solved, but not in a way that
makes it appear a victory for
the NUM orArthur Scargill.

As for the meeting
between Kinnock and Scargill
I hope Scargill told him,

either you back us or we cut
you off. I would hope that
Kinnockhasrealised thathe’s
got to come out on theside
of the working class and the
rank andfileminers.

But I’m afraid that going
on his past history, Kinnock
will no doubt have been
doing some clever shadow
boxing; trying to get out of
such a commitment at all
costs.

Less than half the EETPU
members in the power
stations who voted in the
EETPU’s ballot on

_
the

miners’ strike, voted to back
theminers.

Wedidn’t expect anything
from the EETPU.The distur-

-bing aspect_ofit is that.we’ve_.

argued consistently since the
start of the dispute that no
man’s got the right to ballot
on another man’s job. That’s
why there has been a strong
reaction against the ballot in
the NUM. 
  The ugly face of capitalism: does
the appointment of Michael
Eaton as the NCB’s “public face”
mean that MacGregor is on the
way out?

So I think it’s a cheek and
an-audacityfor anotherunion
to hold a ballot to decide on
that, when it’s got nothingto
do with those members. The
way the ballot was conducted
is open to question. It does
show, however, that there is
some support among. the
rank and file of the EETPU
for the miners, despite the
opposition of the leadership
and the fact that they held
the ballot across the whole
union, instead of just the
power workers.

It reveals a gulf between
the rank and file and the
leadership. Surely even the
leadership can see that this is
no longer an argument that
just affects mine workers,it’s
about whether or not we have

is allowed to function in this
country.~Tfthe mine workers go
down, where does that leave
the EETPU? It leaves them
high and dry.

They may well believethat
they are untouchable, but a
good number of unions have
already found out to their
cost that that no longer
applies to anybody. If the
mine workers go down then
everybody goesdown.

Most of the Nottingham-
shire stocks have been deplet-
ed anyway. If theygo for the:
coal that’s lying on thefloor
in Yorkshire, who’s going to~

load it? Is the government
prepared to take the gamble
of bringing the army in? I
think that would be a very
dangerous gamble. It could
cause such a reaction from
the rest of the trade union
movement, but it’s some-
thing the government is
probably preparedto do.

 ‘From Derby, Geo
sale for Socialist Organiser. 

I don’t swallow the story
that the power stations can
‘last throughthewinter.

Weare at a critical timein
this’ dispute. -After seven
months we are coming up to
Christmas, coming up to
winter, and that’s an impor-

—

tant time for us. We’ve got a -

great ally inthe winter, but
it’s also going to be a. very
difficult time. Our members
realise that. i

There was a s6-called riot
at Ollerton .on Thursday
night. The lads were on the
picket line and there was
nothing more thana littlebit
of aggro, but the police have
blown it out of all propor-—
‘tion in order to justify their
response to anythinglike that
— bunchesof coppers running
through the village withtrun-
cheons drawn and so on.

They have to justify their
actions so they call a minor
fracasa full-scale riot.

SocialistOrganiser
ff Ward has told us about another new estate

Six papers were sold the first time round. Not spectacular
— except that Derby is a new area for Socialist Organiser,and
Geoff was doingthissale on his own. ;

The new regular sales in London continue, with21 sold |

last week at Holborn tube, 14 at Highbury Corner, 12 on |

Islington’s estate sale and 10 on Southwark’s.
Manchester comradesreport that they aresellirig30 papers

/a week regularly at theUniversity there.
se

 



                        
  
 
 
  
 
 

IF you live in a Yorkshirepit
village these days, you can watch
the brutal thuggery and licensed
violence of the South African
“security forces” or the RUC in
Northern Ireland on Breakfast TV
and then walk out into the streets
of your village and see something
pretty close to it re-enacted
before your veryeyes.

Policing of the Yorkshire
mining communities by the
enforcers of “law and order”
is now reduced to a daily round
of shouting filthyabuse at women
and children and clubbing and
beatingup pickets and onlookers.

At Brodsworth,police charged
a mass picket and then went on

Pit villages
besieged:
seven people
hospitalised
Belfast in Yorkshire

a req —

the rampage throughthe housing
estates in pursuit of striking
miners. All around them, mothers
were taking their children to
school,

Local people opened their
doors to the pickets and hid
them in their houses until the
police had gone by — a response
to the forces of “law and order”
common among residents in the
nationalist areas of Northern
Ireland.

In Rossington, where there
is only one road in and out of
the village, police drivers swerved
their vehicles from left to right
across the r@ad. trying to run
people down. One manwashit by

 

 

a horsebox and then by a transit
van (see photo on front page).
Although he fell, he fortun-
ately did not go under the wheels
of the van or the miners would
have. suffered another fatality in
this strike.

After the police unleashed
this mayhem it took 40 minutes
to get an ambulance from
Doncaster — a mere seven miles
away — or from the police station
a mile away where ambulancesare
kept on standby.

This. so angered the 2,000
pickets that they began build-
ing barricades against the police.
When it was all over six people
had been hospitalised by police

 

vehicles.
Grimethorpe is now under

police occupation after resid-
ents responded angrily to mass
arrests of miners and their
families collecting coal from local
tips. Contrary to press reports this
was not high grade coal but low
grade slag. And, anyway, as the
members of the mining com-
munity point out, the coal
may be owned by the Coal
Board, but who dug it, who
suffered injuries, illness and even
death to get this coal from
underground?

Police took over the town
on Tuesday night, Belfast styie.
Local youths nemponded with a 
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hail of stones before retreating —

Belfast style. Riot cops —

pictured above — seized one
13-year old, clubbed him and
kneed him.

Nobody in Grimethorpe is
safe from these uniformed thugs,

They congregate outside the
pubs and harass people coming
out. They charge around the
place, taking no care that women
and children are about.

More and more frequently
“the gladiators” make an appear-
ance. These are the riot ccps in
“NATO helmets”, boiler suits and
carrying small round shields.
Their job is not to snatch peoplebut to go in and beat hell out

Left: In
Grimethorpe,
the police seiz-
ed a 13 year
old, kneed
him, and beat
his head
against a wall.
Below. Miners
set fire to a
barricade to
keep police
away from
their picket
line at
Rossington
colliery.
Photos: John
Harris. 
 
  
   

them. As a result, the rate of
arrests is falling and the local
community is paying a heavy
price in cracked bones and
bloody faces.

The police are anxious that
their brutal methods should go
unreported. They can rely on
mass media to keep quiet abo
the way they terrorise the
villages, but not so thelef
One freelance photograg
he believes there are
police squads whose
to get journalists.

  
 
  
 

   



   Socialist Organiserno.202 October25 1984 Page 4

  Back the
miners  

 
  
   
  
 
 
  
 
   
   
  
 
  
 
  

 
I was peacefully picketing at
my own colliery, Easington,
together with about three to
four hundred pickets from
other collieries in the* East
Durham area. When the only
scab — Paul Wilkinson — went
in to work the pickets
suddenly surged forward and
I was pushed towards the
police lines. A policeman
grabbed mebythe neck, put
a hand over my face and
pulled me through the police
lines. When I asked him why
he grabbed meas hedid, he
just laughed.

I was then taken to the
nearest police station at
Peterlee and then hand-
cuffed and taken to Durham
City, twelve miles from Peter-
lee, and thenbrought back to
Peterlee again. In all, I was
held in police custody for
about ten hours. During that
time I was fingerprinted and
had my photograph taken
twice, once in the pit yard
and once in Peterlee police
station.

arrested

How

was

I appeared in court along
with 26 other pickets and we
were all refused legal aid. I
was given bail conditions
which stated that I was “to
refrain from picketing at
Easington colliery” for the
following reason “to ensure
no offences are committed’’.

I live only twenty yards
from the picket line which
means that if there was a
picket line or a police line
there and I was going to my.
Aunt who lives 100. yards
from the picket line I would
risk being arrested again.

The people in Easington
are coping alright. It’s a
struggle but we will never give
in to Thatcher and her
cronies Brittan, MacGregor
or to any of their kind.

The prospects for the
north east are good because
we are all out and determined
to win. It makes me feel
proud that I am one of the
north east miners who will
win a famousvictory.

Edwin Liddle,
Easington NUM
 

Charges
CHARGES have been
dropped against three hos-
pital workers from North
Manchester General Hospital
who were arrested last July
on a picket line at the hospi-
tal on a day of.action in sup-
port of the miners.

A large picket formed out-
side the Magistrates Court
where hospital workers were
joined by others from the
Town Hall, the Post Office,
NALGO,theTrades Council,
ACTSS, and miners from
local pits.

Thepolice decided to drop
charges of assault on a police
officer and obstruction if the
three accused agreedto be :

 
 
 
   
  
    
  
  
 
 
     
   
 
    

Socialist
|. Review

| hospital workers. This makes

= Advertisement
i
Se

eS
SDE

STASTTES
eae‘No..4, out now, includes articles on alicia:

istan, on the Northern Ireland Protestants,
‘and onthetheory of imperialism in the light
of the South Atlanticwar.

dropped
bound over the keep the
peace (which would probably
have happened even if they
had been found not guilty)
and the secretary of the shop
stewards committee agreed to
recommend that they drop
the complaint against police
conduct. However the joint
shop stewards committee are
unlikely to agree.

In fact, the action of the
police in arresting these three
workers has strengthenedsup-
port for the miners and
increased the militancy of

the task of organising against
cuts and privatisation easier.

 

&75p plus
postage from
PO Box 135,

Photo: Rick Matthews(IFL).

| Corporation Strip Produc asts Group

Miners gatheredoutside Ravenscraig steelworks lastweek to distribute leaflets to steelworkers’homes.

 
Policein Ollerton

By Stan Crawford

WE organised a larger picket
than usual at Ollerton colliery
— there were about 150
people there — and atfirst we
were just milling about at the
entranceto thepit.

The police herded us into
the Plough car park, which is
the normalthing.

Last time we hada large
picket at Ollerton the police
picked out.a group of about
40 men, surrounded them
with police five or six deep.

When the night shift goes
in we leave about 11.15pm
and on that last occasion the
police kept the mentheretill
12.15 am. The tactic is that
the police hold the men,
don’t say anything if some-
one says they want: to go
home, and then hope that
one of the pickets will try
and push through the police
lines to go home. Then the
police will lift the lot of
them.

Well, the last time, it
didn’t work. We just stood
there quite suently and let
them get on withit.

They tried to do the same
again last Thursday. Wesaid
we're not having it. We’re

 
nit going to stand aroundtill
a quarter to one in the morn-
ing, penned in by 500 police.

So you got a situation
where men ended up being
chased all over the village by
police. That is what sparked
the whole thingoff.

The first incident I saw
of drawn truncheons was
when a group of police came
from the colliery into the
cemetry with torches and
truncheons.

We went from the Plough
back towards the villageaway
from the colliery. The police
spread right across the main
toad, with similar lines of
police coming down other
streets towards the cross-
roads.

So you ended up at the
cross-roads with four. lines
of police converging, with
the pickets in the middle.

Sporadic
They were_obviously

planning to hem us in and
do what they wanted with
us.

Then truncheons
came out. The lads said
we're not going to get
caught in this box again
and spread out all through
the gardens. The police gave
chase, used their truncheons
ana the pickets retaliated
with stones, though most of
the stones were directed at
the scab coal lorries on the
main road.

Anyway, the total frustra-
tion of these incidents resul-
ted in a van being turned
over.

There were then sporadic
incidents for another three
to four hours.

the
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London N1.

Tral
Below is the text of a letter
sent by working miners at
Manton Colliery, Yorks, to
every striker from there.
‘Dear Colleagues,

You are asking why we
have returned to work. These
are our reasons:

We believe that the demo-
cratic foundations of our
union have not been upheld
by the leadership, so we deci-
ded to seek further advice on
the legality of the strike call.
The High Court of the land,
after hearing evidence from
members of the NUM, ruled
under the ancient Law of
Contract and not ‘‘Thatcher’s
Law” that the strike was
unofficial and picket lines
illegal. After hearing this,
we decided to return to
work.

We believe that the only
way to unite our union and
bring back democracy and

ors’ letter
dignity would be for the
leadership to call a national
ballot of the whole member-
ship. It is not our intention
to create any divisions in the ©

NUM

—
thishas already been

done by our

_
dictatorial

leaders.
So we urge every man to

return to work until the rules
of the NUM are observed
regarding a national strike
call and if a national ballot
authorises a strike we will
abide by that decision.

Yourssincerely,
Robert Taylor

Kenneth Foustone
and Manton working miners’’.

See through
Do tnese traitors think us

stupid, do they think we
can’t see through them? They
speak of only wishing to
unite the union but their.
actions say different.

1 say to them, How will
your working bring unity?
How will sequestration of our
funds (funds not belongingto
us but to our forefathers)
bring unity? How will voting
another man out of a job
bring unity?

Boot-lickers
I say to them also, your

actions, as MacGregor and
Thatcher’s boot lickers are
treacherous, not only to your
fellow workers but to the
whole working class move-
ment.

Your actions make mefeel
ashamed to admit to being a
Manton miner. If you really
want. to bring unity to our
union then stop scabbing and
desist from this stupid,
damaging court action.

Victory to the miners!
BOB SMAILES

MANTON NUM

some shop windows got
put in when the stones aimed
at lorries missed. Liptons
had its windows put in and
there were 20 pickets stand-
ing outside the shop stopping
it from being looted.

The one community.
policeman was standing, with
his hat off, talking to the
pickets and a squad of Hamp-
shire police came marching,
up, and the Inspector turns
to the communny pomc
officer and asks whether
these lads are giving him any
bother. The community cop
says no, theyaren’t.

The Inspector says, we’ve
had a belly full of this lot
tonight, just give us the nod
and we’ll lift the lot of them.
The community ‘cop, to give
him his due, stood up for the
lads that were there. So the
other cops marched away
again.

Back at the Plough the
police had. managed to
surround about 20 pickets
and kept some of the lads
there until about midnight.

Anyone who walks around
now on their own at night
gets stopped by the police
who ask them where they
were last Thursday night.

Bronski
sig

The Lesbians and Gays Support|
the Miners group who have
raised well over £2,000 for the!
strikers and their families, are
organising a benefit concert in}.
.aid of theminers to take placein|

_

Londonat the Electric Ballroom
in Camden on December 10.
Headlining the gig will be
Bronski Beat — voted band of}

|the year ’-by readers of tha} -

London events magazine City
Limits — who will be donating
gold and silverdiscs awarded for
sales of theirnew album andlast
single as prizes in a raffle to
raise moneyforthestrike.

Council
GLASGOW’SLabour controlled
council donated £20,000 to the
miners at a rally in the city last
weekend. Labour Party mem-
bers should continue’ pressing
their local councils — particular-
ly if Labour controlled — to
give practical support to theminersin theirfight.
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downthepit
“Never with your leave or by
your leave, they tell’d us all
to go;
They’ve took the bread clean
oot on oor mooths, aye,
every motherand maid,
An all for to pleasure the
‘menfolk, as wants to steal
ourtrade!
‘Well, if it’s hard an mucky,
‘who knows that better nor
-me?
‘But I liked it, an it was myliving — an so it had to be.
Surely, a wench can choose
her work!”

‘Boompin Nell’, 1887

THIS book is an attempt to
tediscover the history of
women colliery workers in
Britain. They were the ‘pit-
brow lasses’ — surface work-
ers doing hard, manual jobs.

Those jobs varied from pit
to pit, but generally included
unloading trams or tubs of
coal from the cage; moving
trams and railway wagons
around the pit-top; unload-
ing coal onto sorting belts;
picking out muck and dirt
from the coal; and trimming
or levelling down the coal
in the wagons.

One third of the pit-brow
women worked in the Wigan
area, though they could be
found in Scotland, the North
East, Wales and Staffordshire.

Many of them were the
daughters and grand-daught-
ers of women miners who
had worked in the pits until
1842. In that year the Mines
and Collieries Act excluded
them from underground work
along withyoung children.

The British middle class
was shockedrigid when it was

Wy ees

Martin Barclay reviews Angela John’s new book,‘By the Sweat of Their Brow: Women Workersat
Victorian Coal Mines’ (Routledge and Kegan Paul,
£4.95)

revealed that not only chil-
dren but women worked
underground. In fact women
had worked in coal mines for
centuries — wives and daugh-
ters helped husbands and
brothers in the shallow mines
andlevels.

By 1841 there were prob-
ably five or six thousand
women and girls working in
the pits and they provided a
vital part of the family
income. They were generally
employed in hauling trams of
coal from the face and also
winding them up the shaft.

What was different by the
1840s was thelevel of exploi-
tation of women workers. As
the demandfor coal increased
so they were driven to work
harder. 120 lb might be
carried on a single journey
with up to 24 journeys in a
shift.

But what really got up
Victorian noses was not that
they had to work so hard —

it was that these women were
failing to live up to the
‘Dresden China’ image of the
typical housewife.

In the heat they worked
half-dressed. Worst of all,
some wore trousers! Some
drew, the tubs with a leather
belt or rope around the
waist or shoulder. A connect-
ing chain passed between the
legs and hooked on to the
tub.

These partly-clad men and
women working alongside
eachother gave rise to lurid

tales of debauchery and
incest — mostly from male
journalists who had never
been near a pit in their lives.

Those who did visit the
pits compared the subterran-
ean surroundings to hell or to
‘dismal dungeons’. The
colliers who worked there
were described as a wild and
violent race.

The women themselves
complained about the long
hours and harsh conditions,
but the middle class reform-
ers preferred to ban them
from underground work
tather than shorten the work-
ing day.

Even this didn’t work —

in the whole ‘of the nine-
teenth century only one man
was appointed to enforce the
law:

“He not only never went
underground, but he always
gave notice of an impending
colliery visit.” (p.55).

Hundreds of womencon-
tinued to work underground
long after the Act was passed.

The attitude of male trade
unionists was predictable.
The Chartist newspaper, the
Northern Star urged:

“Keep them at home to
look after their families;
decrease the pressure on the
labour market and there is
then some chance of a higher
rate of wages being
enforced.” (p.57)

The. Miners’ Advocate
newspaper put the same
argument. But, as Angela

John argues, this attitude did
not come from the same
source as middle-class
attitudes. It came from the
popular idea that “a working
man should earn a family
wage, enough to keep his wife
and children.”

Even so, the results were
much the same — women
miners were pushed out from
underground. There were
exceptions, especially in the
Wigan area, where some
miners defended the women’s
right to work underground.

Reformers
The sound and the fury

quickly died away — until the
1880s. Once again the middle
class reformers turned to the
‘pit brow lasses’ as a worthy
cause. But this time, the main
argument came from the
mining unions.

Both Alexander MacDon-
ald and Thomas Burt of the
National Miners Unions cam-
paigned for men to replace
womenat the pit-head — the
last remaining mining job
where women could be
found.

Even the more militant
Amalgamated Association of
Miners joined in. The women
were doing the work at half
the rate for men and the
unions wanted them out.

The bare-faced cheek of
this can be seen from thefact
that these unions banned
women from membershipand
refused to fight for higher
wages and better conditions
for them.

Once again they argued
that a woman’s place was in
the house, making the old 

‘Completelychanged’
Ann Jones from Hirwaun
Support Group, spoke to
Mary Ireson.

Howdid yougetgoing?
Wewere the first group in

the valley to get food parcels
going. We first met together
as. a support group, men and
women. We then met the
Cardiff support group and
decided to set up a Women

Against Pit Closures group.
The area meetings were

then organised and we got
together with other women
from all over the coalfield.
Because it’sgso difficult to
travel around the field, we are
having meetings in different
areas. The next one is in
Ammanford whichis 60 miles
from here.
How have you been active

‘in the strike?
We’ve been all over the

country, speaking and picket-
ing. We don’t want to be on
food parcels for ever. Men
and womenhavegotto fight
together to win thestrike.
How’s the feeling among the
womenaboutthestrike?

People are more adamant
than ever to stay out. We'll
be out one week longer than

the NCB!
It’s completely changed

us. I never used to think
about what went on outside
my ownlittle house. I never
tead newspapers. Now I’m
‘really interested in politics,
CND andeverything. I think
the most important thing is
to get women onto thepicket
lines. Maggie is out to get the
NUMbut we'll fight her every
inch of the way.

Socialist Organiser no- MDG 
 
man’s dinner. They chose to
ignore the double shift done
by working women when
they came home to the
housework and cooking.

This time though, the
women were not without
supporters, even if they did
form an unholyalliance.

Middle class campaigners
for women’s right to vote saw
clearly ‘that if women were
excluded from pit work they
would soon be excluded from
other work and pushed back
to the kitchen sink. It would
‘have been even harderto get
the vote in those circum-
stances.

Amazons
Other allies were patronis-

ing middle-class. men like AJ
Munby, whohadinterviewed
and written about pit women
over forty years. Munby
idealised pit-women as strong,
healthy Amazons, compared
to pale, weedy millgirls!

A few Tory MPs also
supported the pit women —

they were also coalowners
who were in favour of the
‘tight? of women to work at
half a man’s wage.

There were- also honour-
able exceptions in the labour
movement. Stephen Walsh,
for example, who became
Vice-President of the Miners
Federation, campaigned for
them. He married Ann Adam-
son, a pit-brow girl from
Ashton. Miners in Tredegar,
South Wales, also supported
their right to work.

Eventually the attempt to
exclude the women failed in
1887. Ironically the number
of pit-brow womenincreased
in the years afterwards, espec-
ially in World War One.

Their numbers rose from
6,500 in 1914 to 11,300 in
1918. By then their cause was
firmly linked to the suffra-
zette movement. In 1911 21
pit-brow women were present 

a
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Disaster at the Troedyrhiw Colliery, 1877. Scene at the pithead.

on the platform in Wigan
Co-op Hall underneath the
slogans ‘We claim theright to
sell our labour even as our
brothers’ and ‘Working
womenneed to vote in order
to protect themselves in the
industrial world’.

The Lancashire and
Cheshire Miners Federation
had even agreed to take
women as members, though
they still weren’t paid as
much as the men working
alongside them.

It. was eventually the
development of power-oper-
ated machinery and gravity
washing methods that put
paid to women in the pits.
The pit closures in the 1960s
dealt the final blow and the
last two womensurface work-
ers were made redundant in
1972, 130 years after they
had been banned from under-
ground.

They were helped towards
extinction by the NUM which
did a deal with the NCB in
1953 to replace_retiring
women with disabled under-
ground workers. Wherever
possible the women were
pushedinto canteen,cleaning
or switchboard work.

Angela John’s book is
written from an academic
standpoint, but it’s still quite
readable. The drawbackis the
price — so it’s best to orderit
from a public library. What
she has done is to show that
mining wasn’t always a man-
only industry.

Weno longer have to loot
to the USA or the USSR for
examples of a woman’s right
to work in the pits — it’s in
our ownhistory.

Her book leaves you with
the impression that if the
women in mining communi-
ties today had the right to
work alongside their men-
folk, MacGregor would not
have had to wait until 1984
for his downfall.

SOCIALIST ORGANISER DAY SCHOOL
NOTTINGHAM.

Sunday November 11 from 10 amto 5 pm
General Sessionson:

Women & Socialism, Fighting the Tories; Organising
to Win

Workshops on
South Africa; Solidarity; Ireland; Newham 7; Do we

need the police; New Technologyand thePits
' Videos

Harlan County
Framed Youth
The Troubles

Rosie the Riveter
Crecheavailable

Free to striking miners and their families
For details phone Nottingham 414941 or 788108
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FROM the beginning of the
miners’ strike in March, whenit
was confined to Yorkshire and
Scotland, it was clear that the
Tory government saw it as *

make or break contest with the
whole labour movement.

They had planned for this
strike.

3‘MacGregordeliberatelyspark-
ed it withthe sudden announice-
ment of the pit closure pro-
grammethattheCoal Board had -

spent the last three years
denying existed. They moved
immediately to implement their
plans.Brutal, heavy, saturation-
level policing was central to
these plans.

Police-state. type
operations to preyent miners
leavingtheir own areas to picket
was a feature of the strike from
the beginning. Picketing in
Notts-did neverthelessbring out
a layer of working miners. But
the:police and the hesitant area
leadership.helped guarantee
that a majority of the Notts
minersdid notjoin the strike. A
hard core of resolute scabs in the
Notts coalfields was consolida-
ted.

The issue of the ballot was a
test for the NUM leadership.
Escalation of the strike through
area action and picketing out
was — in the circumstances —

clearly a better way to mobilise
the NUM membership than the
calling of a national ballot. The
NUMleaders passed that test.
Then they used the opportunity
of the delegate conference in
mid-April to assume control of

 

Clive Bradley sumsup the
story of 32 weeksonstrike.
 

the strike. They made it an
official national strike. That was
the right decision and it placed
Arthur Scargill in conflict with
area leaderships — with Jack
Taylor in Yorkshire over the
continuation of picketing at
Orgreave; and with Emryn
Williams in South Wales over
picketingout thesteel plants.

For the first time in recent
working class history a national
union leadership proved deter-
mined to actually lead, and to
win.

By April the strike was
absolutely solid outside of a few
areas. 80% of miners were out.
The NCB was forced to thenego-
tiatingtable. But the talks broke
down becausethe NUMrefused
to accept that pits could be
closed on ‘‘economic’’grounds.

The NUM tookits stand
square on the principle that
social and human criteria’ were
more important than economic
ones. Thereby they issued a
fundamental challenge to the
vicious social philosophy of
Thatcher and her government.

That challenge transformed
the miners’ strike from a fight
for sectional interests into a
fight for the entire working
class.

The bosses’ hue and cry about
the ballot no doubt had some

Rick Matthews, IFL)

effect on public opinion. But
attempts to organise a back-to-
work movement floundered and
sank. By late August or early
Septembertheywere a resound-
ing failure.

But the strike had failed to
halt cll coal movements, to close
all pits or to bring out the
crucially important steel and
powerworkers. Solidarity action
by other workers now became
thedecisive question.

Important, though inadequate
acts of solidarity did develop.
The TGWU,the National Union
of Seamen, and the rail unions
agreed not to move coal. the
transport unions agreed to
blockade steel and on May 9
there was a successful Day of
Action in Scotland.
~TheTories, however,carefully

“bought off other workers to
prevent simultaneous action by
theminers and any otherpower-
ful union. So, for example, they
boughtoff therailworkers.

But the first docks’ strike
threatened seriously to blow a
hole in Tory strategy. Sparked
by theminers’strike, theclosing
downof the docks put twoof the
most powerful sections of the
working class in head-on con-
frontation with the government.
There was talk of declaring a

state of emergency.

 
  

 
‘Women hove organised themselv

Tory fears of the prospects of
such a united front — which
poseda real possibilityof escala-
tion to general strike action —

led them to find a quick solu-
tion. The dockers won an agree-
ment from the employers not to
break the National Dock Labour
Scheme — an agreement that is
not worth the paperit is written
on: the port employers and the
government are biding their
time. If they beat the miners
they will come back to settle
accountswiththedockers.

The decision to return to work
in the docks left the miners
isolated again, and the govern-
ment heaved a sighofrelief.

Liverpool City Council, too,
was bought off by the Tories
with a compromise agreement.
Instead of confronting the
government, refusing a compro-
mise and linking up with the
miners, the Council — in which

and are playinga full an

  

Militant is quite influential —

demobilised the Liverpool
labour movement and left the
minersto fight on alone.

It was then that the first
serious use of the Tory anti-
union laws against the NUM
took place in South Wales. At
the request of a small haulage
firm the courts seized the funds
of theSouthWales NUM.

The labour. movement should
have responded to this with all-
out industrial action — but it
did not. Meetings of left wing
union leaders produced large
amountsof rhetoric but led to no
action.

The second docks’ strike in
Septemberwas weaker than the
first. but stronger than the
media tried to make out. Like
theJuly strike, it was sparkedby
a dispute — at Hunterston —

directly resulting from the
miners’strike.

This time the TGWU leader-
ship failed utterly to fight to
makethelinks with the miners’
strike. The final deal was not a
good onefor thedockers.

September
TUC Congress at the beginn-

ing of September was a major
watershed. Congress  dele-
gates. were overwhelmingly
behind the miners. Congress
pledged the TUC’s financial
support to the miners, under-
took to refuse to handle coal or

coke (or oil used as a substitute
for them) across NUM picket
lines.

This was grossly inadequate:
the TUC should have declared a

one-day general strike to pre-
pare the ground for an all-out
strike if the Tories refused to
backdown.

And not only was it grossly
inadequate, but the union
leaders havestill to deliver what
the TUC promised 6 weeks ago

d equal part in the strike’. Marching in Birmingham. (Pho
Labour Party conference was

— despite Neil Kinnock— solid-
ly behind the miners.It refused
to equate police violence with
the self-defence of the pickets.
The police were firmly con-
demned.

The miners’ strike has, in
eight months,led to bigchanges
in the labour movement and
raised many important issues.

Labour Left
The overall mood in the labour
movement has changed enor-
mously since thistime last year.
Layers of militants — and, not-
ably, significant sections of the
Labour left — who had beendis-
pirited and demoralisedby years
of Tory successes and their re-
election in 1983, have been
revitalised and have thrown
theirweight behindthe miners.

Support committees in many
areas ate quite strong and have
raised significant amounts of
money.

On the other side, the Tory
government is shaken. The
image ofthe Iron Lady whowill
never back down has been
severely dented. It is clear that
she may have to back down or

get run over. One small indica-
tion of this is the government’s
currentfranticattempt to appear
‘concerned’ about the question
of unemployment.

They can’t disguise their
panic at the prospect that a
NACODSstrike will close the
scab pits.

THEREhas been a massive fours
conserve coal stocks, since the stm
and the government. According ®
a NACODSstrike, coal ‘stocks a
estimates, but it seems likely th
be at the criticalJevel by the
striking pit heads would have t
truck, it would need 50,000 lorry



JohnHarris). 
Among rank and file miners
emselves there has been a
emendous growth of deter-
ination and militancy. In South
orkshire there is — as a result
theheavy-handedpolice oper-
ion — something like a semi-
urrectionary mood.

This has been the most radic-
ising strike in recent memory.
ost obviously, harsh lessons

bout the real nature of the state
ve been learned. But miners
ve drawn other conclusions,
oO.
The attitude of many miners

» the Brighton bombing— that
Tories partly deserved it,

d that the Irish people have
ot a point — is oneoftheclear-
st examples.

But the single most impor-
ant and potentially the most
evolutionary change brought
bout by theminers’strike is the
ganisation of the women of
e mining communities.
e women have organised
emselves and are playing a
Ii and equalpart in the strike.
e determination to join the

icket lines has shown the real
frength of working class
yomen. After this strike things
fill never again be the same in

mining communities.

Women

A realbasis is being laid for
he building of a working class
yomen’s movement. The forth-
oming conference of Women

Against Pit Closures is a trem-
endousstepin thatdirection.

The women’s organisations
have built links with the Green-
ham women who have contri-
buted to thegreater understand-
ing amongst miners, and mili-
tants in the traditional labour
movement generally, of the
position of black people and of
lesbiansand gay men.

‘Marginal’
Direct links with a whole

series of struggles previously
regarded as ‘marginal’ or freak-
ish by the predominantlywhite,
male working class have been
made. And that is a permanent
gain for the whole labour move-
ment.

But the strike has suffered
from serious weaknesses. The
single most dangerous of these
is the appalling feebleness ofthe
trade union leaders, with the
magnificent exception of the
national leadership of the NUM.
Limited solidarity with the

miners has been built. But sym-
pathetic strike action has — so
far — not beenforthcoming.It is
this that could quickly tip the
scales against theTories.

TUC Congress did not even
want to discuss the motion from
FTAT calling for a 24 hour
general strike. Days of action
have been kept to a regional
level, minimisingtheireffect.

At crucial moments — the
docks’ strikes, the rail unions’

VICTORY
= TOTHE

I

@ increase in the use of oil as a substitute for coal stocks in order to
started. Nevertheless, the coal stocks situation is very bad for the NCB
ibour Research (October 1984), by the start of December,even thout
ower stations will fall below the required amount. Figures are only

thout reductions in output — like the three-day week — coalstockswill
Novemberandwill run out by the end of the year. So coal stocks from
moved. By December, assuming an average capacity of 20 tonnes per
yements a week to makeuptheshortfall.

 

  

  
 

 
 
 

 
pay claims — deals have been
accepted that have taken other
unionsoutofthefight.

There were loud protests
byleft wing union leaders about
the sequestration of South
Wales NUM fundsbutno action.

The LabourParty leaders,too,
have miserably failedto fight for
the class they are supposed to
represent. Kinnock and Orme
are more concerned with secur-
ing a compromise than in lead-
ing a fight. And Kinnock’s
equivocation on the question of
‘violence’ is now notorious.

There is no doubt that the
strengthof rank andfileorganis-
ation is less now than it was in
1972 and 1974. Orgreave was
not Saltley.

Ranks
In Notts, rank and file organ-

isation is very strong, and effec-
tively controls the strike. But
outside of one or two other
areas, it seemsthatrank andfile
organisation in the rest of the
country has not been as success-
ful.

The: main weakness. of the
NUM leadership has been a
refusal to push the idea ofsolid-
arity strike action (for example
at the TUC) andits willingness
to negotiate in private with the
Coal Board. But there is no
doubt that the NUM leaders —

who have stood firm against all
the court decisions — are the
most militant trade union
leaders in Britain right now and
they are a shining example to
the labour movement and stand
out in damning contrast to the
other union leaders.

Right now the prospects for
success remain extremely good.
The Tories, despite their
bluster, are on the defensive, as
the withdrawal of MacGregor
from the front line indicates.
Theycan bebeaten.

 
  gs le

South Wales miners 

, p SAFER tNDusy

— fk atoccupy their HQ followinga £50,000 court fine. (Photo: John Harris).

Solidarity
TUC Regional Days of Action
Scottish TUC — 9 May
More than 30,000 take part in marches andrallies. Strikes at
Scott Lithgow, Kincaid shipyards, Rolls Royce,all rail services
and DailyRecord.
Yorkshire and Humberside — 21 May
Strikes in rail, docks, and bus services, and in local govern-
ment. Emergency cover only in mosthospitals.
Wales TUC — 12 June
Estimated. 250,000 workers take action in Cardiff. Most
hospitals out. Strikes in schools in West Glamorgan, engin-
eers in Port Talbot, duckers at Barry and Cardiff, Hoover
plant at Merthyr Tydfil, local government workers in Mid-
Glamorgan.
NE TUC — 15 June
Shipyard workers walk out to join march in Newcastle. Emer-
gency cover only in many hospitals. GMBATU workers stop
work in almost 20 firms.
SERTUC — 27 June
50,000 march in London. Sun, Financial Times, and Daily
Mirror do not appear. Half day strike at Ford Dagenham.
Strikes of port workers, teachers, hospital and local govern-
ment workers.
NW TUC — 13 July
20,000 at rally in Manchester. Thousands onstrike, including
railworkers, teachers, engineers, local council workers. 15,000
marchin Liverpool.

(plus £1,000 a day for foodNational Unions donationsto
,for duration)NUMhardship fund.

Union Amount(£) na seen
APEX 2,000 NALGO 32,000
ASLEF 60,000 NGA 12,000
ASTMS 5,000 NUPE 50,000
AUEW 3,000 NUS 5,500
AUEW-TASS 10,000 poru 4,000
BFAWU 3,000=soGAT’82 12,500
COHSE 10,000 TE 13,000
CPSA 25,500 TGWU 30,000
CSU 250=TWwU 750
EEPTU 500  -UCW 10,000
FBU 6,000 UsDAW 3,500
GMBATU 5,000 source: Labour Research
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WHILE I agree with Martin
Thomas’s assessment of the
class nature of the Nicaraguan
regime andbelievethat revolu-
tion ratherthandiplomacyis the
only answer to Central Amer-
ica’s problems, I strongly dis-
agree with his evaluation of the
Contadoraprocess.

In condemning Nicaragua for
signing the treaty which stipu-

arms to another country, he
seems to advocate military
adventurismby theFSLN.

If the FSLN are not Marxist
internationalists in the tradition
of Lenin and Trotsky, this isn’t
becausethey don’t export arms
(the FMLN don’t need them
anyway) but because they have
not attempted to build an inter-
nationalparty.

Internationalists don’t reject
diplomacy with bourgeois
states (what aboutthetreaty the
Bolshevikssigned with imperial-
ist Germary in 1918?) They do
attempt to ‘uildan international
revolutionary organisation, like
the early Communist Inter-
national.

Crucial to the victory of the
Salvadorean revolution is the
action of workers in solidarity

THANK you for the very fine
reviewof ‘“Two Steps Back’’ in
Socialist Organiser no. 198.

Weare giving a 50% discount
of the shop retail price to work-
ing class organisations if ten
copies are bought and paid for
within 30 days of receipt. We

 
I object to some of Joy Hur-
sombe’s comments in SO 199
about the US presence in
Britain. While it is true that
there are over 100 bases in
Britain staffed by US troops,
this clearly is not an ‘‘army of
occupation’. When were you
last stopped at an American
road block? When did you last
see US tanks on British roads?
There is no armyofoccupation.

Secondly,the slogan ‘‘No US
bases” is inescapably national-
ist. Of course 1 want to see US
bases shut, but the point is that
British bases serve roughly the
same interests. The British
Stations are not ‘‘better’’ than
American ones; the working
class has about as much control
over ‘‘our’’ bases as we do over
thoseoftheUnited States.

We should demand
_

the
closure of all bases and not
create an artificialdivide.

Thirdly, it is not true to say,
in the manner of so much CND
propaganda, that “‘US rules
UK’’. The American présence
comes with the approval of our
ruhuy ciass. We are not domin-

PlatformFilms,thesocialist film
group which produced the
Miners Campaign Tapes, are
making a four part documentary
film history of the British work-
ing class movementfrom 1919 to
thepresent day. A major theme
withinthefilmswillbe the ques-
tion of internationalismand the
labour movement.

Platform are currently re-
searching for interviewees to
appearinthefilms. .

All contacts will be welcome
— suffragettes, Council of
Actionmembers,General Strike
veterans, CPers, ILPers, Bevan-

 
lates that no regime will export

.

Sandinistas
and diplomacy

with it around the world, espec-ially workers blackingthe move-
ment of arms from America,
Britain andstates like Brazil.

This is true internationalism.
As Marxists we recognise that

revolutionis not fomented by a
few foreign backed fanatics but
is the product of deep social
contradictions. If we were to
arguethattheexport of Nicarag-
uan arms to  Salvadorean
guerrillas would makea crucial
difference then we would essen-
tially be endorsing the US State
Department’s view of El Sal-
vador.

By signing the treaty Nicar-
agua has called Reagan’s bluff.
The treaty calls for the with-
drawal of all foreign advisors
from Central America. While
the FSLN regime is popularly
based, the Salvadorean regime
relies heavilyon US support and
the removal of US advisors
would be a serious blowtoit. If
Reagan refuses to remove troops
from Central America, as is
likely, his hypocrisy will have
been exposed.

Yours comradely,
PAUL MUDDLE

Manchester

Thanks SO!
would negotiate a bigger dis-
countfor a larger quantity.

Orders and enquiries should
be sent to Socialist Platform at
BCM Box 7646, London WCIN
3XX

Yoursfraternally,
RuthJamieson

CND’s nationalism
ated by America, the American
state is simplymore powerful.

It is very important for the
labour movementto fight anti-
Americanism. We must be
internationalists and seek links
withour allies, or potential allies
in theUS workingclass.

I saw the practical results of
the ‘‘No US bases’’ slogan on
Youth CND’s Bases tour, which
adopted this demand. Some
comrades denied that this was
the thin end of the nationalist
wedge. It was ironic that two
days later, outside Upper Hey-
ford, the Socialist Action com-
rades took up the chant ‘‘Go
Home, Yankies’’.No doubt they
felt thatthiswas a good Sandin-
ista slogan and therefore (!)
alright for Britain! — but it is
not good enoughfor thought-out
socialists. I am reminded of the
Irish nationalist slogan ‘‘Brits
outof Ireland’. We use ‘‘troops
out’’ simply because we don’t
wantto see British people out of
Ireland, we wanttroops out.

Comradely,
MARKOSBORN

York

Workers’ cinema
ites, victimised trade unionists,
ex-soldiers, anti-fascists, sup-
porters of MacDonald and
Gaitskill,ex-colonialresidents in
Britain, International Brigaders,
Unemployed Workers Move-
mentactivists,labour movement
activists of the left, right and
centre,etc.

If you are one of the above or
know of someone whois, and
would like to éhelp,
contact Platform Films, 13
Tankerton House, Tankerton
Street, London WC1. Telephone
01-278 8394.

BY its unequivocal support for
the miners’ strike the 1984
Labour Party conference com-
mitted itself wholeheartedly to
the class struggle. It seems
extremely odd, therefore, that
the conference did not follow
thisup withan equally firm com-
mitment to socialise the econ-
omy. Not only did conference
fail to do this, but the resolu-
tions on common ownership and
workers’ cooperatives, compo-
sites 10 and 48, were not even
discussed.

Composite 48, recognising the
failure of capitalist production
for profit and of ‘post-war
nationalisation under manage-
mentboardsconsisting predom-
inantlyof directorsof capitalistic
undertakings’, called on the
National Executive Committee
to set up a working party of
NEC and TUC members to
produce detailed proposals to
present to the 1985 conference
on waysof implementingClause
4 of the Party's constitution.

Nationalise
In particularit called for plans

to nationalise the merchant and
clearing banks, insurance com-
panies, pension funds and
capital markets, to bring indus-
try into common ownership
under workers’ control and for
the extension of municipal
enterprises.

AIDS is continuing to spread
and the statistics are frighten-
ing.

Out of some 6350 cases in the
USA, about 3000 have died
while 36 of the 81 cases in
Britain have died.

And, depressingly, attempts
to revitalise the immune
defences of AIDS sufferers have
not worked.

On the hopeful side, though,
knowledge about AIDSis grow-
ing — and knowledgeis power.

The virus that causes AIDS
(HTLV-II or Human T-cell
Leukaemia Virus-II}) is becom-
ing better ~“nown, andinfection
with it scems to be quite wide-
spread.

Antibodies to HTLV-II have
been detected in about 30% of
healthy homosexual men in
Germany while a large percen-
tage of haemophiliacsalso have
the antibody. This means that
infection with HTLV-II is some
30 to 50 times more common
thanAIDS.

 
SHELLEY CHARLESWORTH Over 90%of those encounter-

PAULA WATSON
Westminster SouthCLP

It stressed the need for con-
sultation with local parties,
trade unions and communities
on the local implications of such

- plans.
Composite 10 urged the NEC

to draw upplans for the conver-
sion of private companies into
workers’ co-operatives.

Both thesecomposites contain
sensible practical and_ badly
needed suggestions. The weak-
est part of the 1983 election
manifesto was the section on
the economy. The electorate,
quite rightly, did not believe
that a Labour government could
cure unemployment by, a
massivereflationof theeconomy
alone, without causing rapid
inflation.This is inevitable in an
economy still dominated by
private capital, in which the
most importantfactoris therela-
tionship between investment
andprofit.

MrHattersley is being honest
when he says that expansion
withoutinflationin a mixed,i.e.
market economy, can only be
achievedwith an incomespolicy.
The only way to avoid the twin
evils of unemployment and
inflation is through the rapid
socialisation of the economyand

mmSCLETUCE by Les Hearn

WhyAIDSis not the‘Gay plague
ing the virus will therefore not
develop AIDS. Research should
therefore look at how these
people are able to resist the
virus as well as trying to produce
a vaccineagainstit.

On the minus side, the virus
seems to be mutating as it
spreads (though not as much as

THE Central Electricity Gener-
ating Board now has even less
excuse for not tacklingpollution
thatcausesacidrain.

It has claimed that sulphur
emissions are less important in
causing acid rain than oxides of
nitrogen (NOX). But power
stationsproduce 45% of NOX in
Britain, which turns into nitric
acid in thewet.

Now a new technology has
been devised to reduce NOX

 

we must start now to plan the
wayin which thiscan be done.

The NEC appears to agree
with at least part of this
analysis. In its document, ‘A
Future that Works’, which was
debated and accepted by con-
ference, it promises to under-
take ‘a major study of. public
and common ownership’. Fine.
But in that case, if the NEC is
serious, why did it not encour-
age conference to debate com-
posites 10 and 48? These would
have provided a_ framework
within which the study could
take place and a deadline for
proposals be presented.

Could it be that the NEC and
the Arrangements Committee
were afraid that had composites
10 and 48 beenputto conference
these resolutions would have
been passed, thereby com-
mitting the NEC to producing
plans for making Clause 4 a
reality? Maybe the NEC does
not want guidance from confer-
ence that would limit its own
freedom to rewrite party policy?

After all, a ‘major study’ can
take years and years and years
and in the end who knows what
conclusions will be reached? A
study undertaken without any

the ‘flu virus) which may make
vaccines less effective. The
newsthat it can be transmitted
via saliva is also worrying.

Virus
Taking a sanguine view

though, it may be that AIDS
virus becomes less harmful inST

iCEGB’s acid rain evasions
emissions from coal-fired
stations. Called ‘‘staged com-
bustion’’, it consists in a two-
stage burning of the fuel. The
first stage is poor in oxygen, so
the carbon in the fuel grabs all
theoxygen, whilethenitrogen is
converted to nitrogen gas. In
stage two, the carbon is com-
pletely burnt, providing the
maximum-energy,but the nitro-
gengas, being a very inert sub-
stance, is unchanged.

 
termsof reference or a deadline
for producing proposals does not
commit anyone to anything.

The NEC fooled conference
with a clever conjuring trick on
words. Their document is an
example of the fine old political
art of appearing to say one thing
while meaning something quite
different. In this case a promise
to study common ownership is
hiding a commitmentto preserv-
ing thestatus quo.

:

Depressing .

All this is particularly de-
pressing at a time when the
miners, with astonishing —
courage and self-sacrifice, are
fighting for the principle that
people and their needs should
have precedence over the free
playofcapitalist marketforces.

I urge comrades in thecoming _
yearto fight in the Constituency _
Labour Parties, in their unions
and on their councils to undo
thedamage. We mustinsist that
the Labour Party is committed to
a rapid and complete socialisa-_
tion of the economy and demand
that the NEClays detailedplans

_

to this effect before the 1985
conference. Particularly,make
sure that we have a practical
programmefor the nationalisa-
tion of the banks and financial
institutions. Without control of
capital all the rest of Labour’s
plans are so muchscrap paper.

 

the future if only because the
most vulnerablepeople will have
died out.

Attention is still caught by
talk of the ‘‘gay plague”’ etc.,
but in the other main centre of
AIDS — Central Africa— it is a
disease of heterosexual men and
women,in theratioof 60:40.

[he CEGB says it would cost
£90 million to introduce staged }

combustion, and add £9 million
to electricity bills because of
reducedefficiency.

However,this is chicken feed
compared with the cost of dam-
age from acidrain and the £2000
million the government has
spent to try and smash the coal
miners.

 
Information:New Scientist.

+. = eee

 



 - Smith’s
Iphysical and psychological

   
 

Orwell’s vi
future

By Edward Ellis

|
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A filmversion of George Orwell’s famous novel
‘1984’ — published in 1949 andpredicting a bleak,
totalitarian future society — is showing at the Odeon
Haymarket.It is written and directed by Michael
Radford and produced by SimonPerry.
 
IT is not surprising that some-
one decided to make a film of
George Orwell’s classic novel
in the year of its title. What
is, perhaps surprising is that
they have made a goodjob of
it.

Orwell’s Oceania is‘ con-
jured up brilliantly: it is
indeed a depressing place.
The hysterical meetings of
the party faithful; the perma-
nent face of Big Brother
everywhere; or the voices
monotonously announcing
mythical statistics — produc-
tion increases, a growth in the
proletarian literacy rate, a fall
inthe infant mortality rate;
or announcing mythical or
semi-mythical battles in the
war with Eurasia or Eastasia
as times change;thefilmcap-
‘gures well the omnipresence
ot the state.

The complete lack of any
items of luxury; the disgust-
ing food (‘It looks like meat
— but there’s no meatin it
at all!’ rejoices a loyal party
worker); the dereliction of
the buildings in the blitzed
city constantly lit up by
bomb blasts; Radford andhis

- film crew have managed to
recreate Orwell’s vision of an
utterly devastated, utterly in-
human, semi-barbaric totalit-
arian hell-on-earth. 3

-

Workingclass
Without undue gore the

filmalso captures thegenuine
horror of Orwell’s vision and
the hopelessness of Winston.

predicament. The

torture of Smith after his
capture by the Thought
Police is handled with great
skill. What could so easily
have degenerated into cheap
horror, is insteada tragedy:
‘Smith’s struggle against the
breaking of his will is futile,
pathetic.

‘John Hurt’s performance
as Winston Smith at this
 

A’MAJORconference of labour
movementactivists will be held
on Saturday December 1 in
Central Hall, Westminster, to
fight the Tory government’s
attackon unionpoliticalfunds.

The conference is

_
being

organisedbytheleft wing Party
pressure group, the Labour
Co-ordinating Committee, and
will be addressed by Ron Todd,
Ken Livingstone, Tom Sawyer
and RobinCook MP.

It is intended to prepare a
campaign to resist Section 3 of
the 1984 Trade Union Act under
which union political funds and
affiliation to Labour will be
madeillegal if unions have not
won a membership vote in
favour by March 1986.

 

point is remarkable. He- is
entirely broken physically;
and as he emerges from the
notorious room 101 we can
believe that he is entirely
broken spiritually. And
Richard Burton gives a con-
vincing portrayal of Smith’s
torturer.

What is particularly
impressive about this produc-
tion is that it has avoided glib
high-tech impressions of the
future. True to Orwell’s
intentions, the imagery — the
technology, the appearance
of people — is closer to the
1940s than it is to an
imagined future.

Inhuman
And,especially notable —

given that it could have been
so easy to turn this into a
Cold Warfilm— thestyle,the
uniforms, the youth move-
ment — are more reminiscent
of Nazi Germany than any-
thingelse.

its major shortcoming is
Orwell’s fault — a profound
pessimism. Watching from his
windowaproletarian woman
singing, Winston comments
“The future is hers”. “If
there is any hope,” he writes
in his diary, “it lies with the
proles.” But O’Brien, his
tormentor, tells him that the
proles will never rise up.

There is nothing in
Orwell’s book, or in this film
which — commendably —

sticks so religiously to
Orwell’s text, to contradict
this.

But events in the Stalinist
states since poor Orwell’s
time — like the magnificent
uprising of thePolish workers
who created Solidarnosc in
1980 — prove that nototalit-
arian system is all powerful.

We have good reason to
believe. that the Stalinist
rulers in the Kremlin will find
that out in the not too dis-
tant future.

_|Conference to
|defend the levy

Already, national union
officials have agreed to set up a
central co-ordinating unit to
plan a campaign jointly with
Labour’s National Executive.

But the Labour Co-ordinating
Committee Vice-Chair, Peter
Hain, said that this should be
complemented by campaigning
at workplaceand neighbourhood
level. “‘The conference will
discuss how bestto dothis,’’ he
said, ‘“We are hoping for dele-
gates from all over thecountry.”’

&
Delegates from local Labour

Parties and trade unions are
invited to register (£3 each) from
the Labour Coordinating Com-
mittee, 9 Poland Street, London
WIV 3DG,phone01-439 3749.

 
Winston Smithandanothervictim ofBig Brother on their way to Room 101

 

 

    
 

  
 

ENGELS described the US
political system as dominated
by “two great gangs of poli-
tical speculators, who altern-
ately take possession of the
state power and exploit it by
the most corrupt means...”
The most successful of the
gangsters — party bosses
skilled in delivering the votes
of the living and the dead in
their city, ward or precinct —

have become legendary
figures. :

Since World War 2, the US
has seen the rise of a new kind
of operator, the ‘‘election con-
sultant’, who specialises in
putting together a package of
Madison Avenue advertising
techniques and image manipul-
ation, press and media manage-
ment,and ‘‘dirty tricks’.

Now, these political guns-
for-hire have added a new
weapon to their armouries:
computer based political infor-
mation systems. which monitor
and record the fears, anxieties
and prejudices of finely-
balanced samples of the elec-
torate.

Weareall familiarwith news-
paper polls — 24% would vote
SDP, 64% oppose the miners’
strike, and so on. But for the
election consultants,

.
such

“‘horse race’’ polls are of little
value. What they require is
detailed knowledge about how
the voters are responding to
issues and personalities — and
about changes in these respon-
ses — even before the election
campaign begins. This know-
ledge enables them to. measure
the impactthattheir clients are
making, and to advise themas to
how best to improvethatimpact.

Most important, it allows
them to identify which sections
of the population are ‘‘solid’’,
which are wavering, and which
are not even worthtrying for.

Telephone
These computer-based sys-

temscan reachstartling levels of
sophistication and complexity.
PINS (Political Information
Systems) on which

—
Ronald

Reagan’s 1980 campaign was
based, conducted constant
telephone surveying of thous-
andsof voters on their attitudes

Computerising
the bosses fight
against socialism

 
to religious issues, their beliefs
about their own personal pros-
pects and their assessments of
thestrengthsand weaknessesof
thecandidates.

Perry’s book is an account of
the world of the political pro-
grammers, and their involve-
ment in Democratic and Repub-
lican campaignssince 1976.

It describesin detail the inter-
actions between the candidates
and the consultants. Thus we
learn that Wirthlin, Reagan’s
favourite operator, is a Mormon,
drinks only fruit juice and gets
on well with Nancy; and that
Patrick Caddell, the Demo-
crats’ programmer, tends to
put on weight and tell dirty
jokes.

If. you want the ‘‘dramatic
inside story’, as the book-
cover proclaims,this is the book
for you.

Sometimes the details are
fascinating; often they are plain
boring. Even more unfortunate
— despite this grinding atten-
tion to detail, we actually learn
little about how the computer-
based systemsactuallywork. (A

 

Gerry Ben-Noah reviews
‘TheProgramming of the
President: The Hidden
Powerof the Computer
in World Politics Today’
by RolandPerry, pub-
lished by Aurum at
5795.

single page extract from it,
which appeared in the Sunday
Times on April 29, contained all
the useful information in the
book). This is a shame, because

|it makes it easy to dismiss
Perry’s claims for the effective-
ness of tnese systems as so
much hype — as socialists are
often keen to dismissall opinion
surveys as “‘fixed’’ by the capit-
alist media.

Moreover, the book concen-
trates on US politics, where
questions of technique, image
and personalities tend to
obscure what we would consider
the real politics. We learn a lot
about how the Reagan campaign
was run, but not much about
why,or whopaid forit.

This is. not Perry's fault —

the computer based systems
have hardly been usedin Britain
as yet — but it does make for an
overwhelming emphasis on the
nuts and bolts of campaigns,
with little about what they are
foughtfor.

There 1s only one chapter on
Britain, which describeshow the
Tories made use of the new

technology both in their cam-
paign against CND (a special
computerised direct mail unit
known as DS19 was set up in tne
Ministry of Defence)and in their
election campaign of 1983.

For me, this was the most
interesting part of the book. It
showed how the_techniques
developed in America — the
use of image-marketing skills
and opinion research, and the
coordinated recomposition of
the political ‘‘audience’? —

could really work to marginalise
socialist politics.

Batons
And Perry’s book is invalu-

able in one respect:it illustrates
that, in a developed capitalist
democracy, the apparatus of
class domination does not con-
sist of police batons alone. A
revolutionary socialism which
fails to recognise this, and which
refuses to recognise that the
political strategy of the bour-
geoisie is also the subject of
a continuous transformation, is
doomed to becomeas irrelevant
tomorrow as the Jacobins are
today.

A response is needed; but a

response which merely seeks to
improve the marketing and
organisation of ‘‘our side’’ will
not halt this process — it will
accelerate it. A_ slickly-pack-
aged, image-conscious Labour
Party which seeks only to
improveits ‘‘marketshare” and
its brand profile will lead to the
elimination, not the victory, of
socialism.
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- ChilwellMass Trespass, July 1984. (Photo: ‘Andrew Wiard, Report)Scrapping theBomb
How can weget rid ofthebomb? -

We need a government that
will scrap it.

There are real problems with
that though. The Labour Party
— theexisting real alternativeto
the Tories — has a commitment
to unilateral nuclear _disarma-
ment — butit is a commitment
the Labour leaders are always

.fudging.
Only a political infant Would

rely on them to carry out that
commitment.

And this year’s Labour Party
conference maintained its com-
mitment to NATO — as if
scrapping the bomb was pos-
sible whilstremainingin NATO!

In reality, the bosses and the
militarychiefs in Britain and the
US would fight very hard to stop
Britain from disarming.

Only a government prepared
to fight them would be capable
of carrying through its policy.
And that would have to be a
governmentbased upon working
class rank-and-fileorganisations
and relying on the strength of
workingclassaction.

Shouldn't we just focus on
direct action, then?

Weobviouslydo needto start
now withdemonstrations, peace
camps, action like that of the
Greenham women. And we need
political strikes against. the
bomb — and more action like
that of the Rolls Royce workers
whoblackedparts for Trident.

But only enormous mass
action of general strike propor-
tions could hope to actually
defeat the centralised state
machine. But ‘general strike to
scrap the bomb’ is not a very
‘plausible’ slogan. And if the

Judith Bonner (a member
of CND council,writing in a
personal capacity) looks at
some questions

labours,movement had_the
degree’ “of self-consciousness,
confidence and strength to call
a general strike over such an
issue, it would be strong enough
to just get on with the job of
seizingpower completely.

We need to combine direct
actionwitha political fight in the
labour movement, and partic-
ularly in the Labour Party, to
change its policies and change
its way of operating so that the
working class is able to take on

~ capital.
But do wereally need to get rid
of capitalism in order to scrap
thebomb? What about countries
like Norway which are still
capitalist, still in NATO, and
don't have nuclearweapons?

Countries like Norway are, in
military terms, smaill-fry for
NATO compared to the might of
imperialist Britain. It’s only
because the more powerful
NATO countries are jam-packed
with nuclear weapons that the
less powerful countries can get
by withoutthem.

Britain is probably the strong-
_

est military power in the West
apart from theUS. Disarmament
by Britain would threaten to
break up the whole powerstruc-
ture of NATO.

Of course, it is possible for a
government to disarm without
having first overthrown capital-
  

 
   
 
 
 
 
  

Trade Union CN
Wednesday October
are urged to “leaflet their place of
work, organise lunchtime meetings,
and initiate symbolic and token
protests at work.”

DEMONSTRATE
Oct 27
National demonstration
in Barrow-in-Furness
(Cumbria).Assemble:
TridentDock, 1 p.m.

day-of-action,
24. Workers

 
 

ism. But in order to defeat the
resistance to such a measure
from the ruling class and from
NATO’s armies it would need to
go on to challenge their power,
and overthrowtheirsystem.

A non-nuclear NATO — as
advocated by the Labour Party
— is a non-starter. It is not acci-
dental that NATO has nuclear
weapons! The nuclear ‘defence’
system (and for NATO,‘first
strike’ policies and a whole
series’ of strategies to secure
victory in ‘theatre nuclear
warfare’) is central to NATO, to
its whole policy of defending
imperialist interests.

Insofar as it is prepared to
de-prioritise nuclear weapons,it
wants to replace them with new
‘conventional’weaponsthat are
just as destructive. The image of
a peaceful NATOis a myth:its
whole purpose is to defend
captialism — and that always
means violence, and where
necessary war.

NATO forces threatened to
intervene in Portugal to undo
the Revolution in 1975. And in
Turkey,a member of NATO, a
brutal military dictatorship was
installed in 1980 to crush the
workingclass.

But we will still need some sort
ofweaponsto defend ourselves,
won't we? Surely we need to
call for conventional defence as
a realistic alternative to the
bomb?

First of all who is this ‘we’?
Right now defence is defence of
the bosses and their system by
their own military machine— a
machine that can be turned
against the working class and is
now, for example, poised for
use in theminers’strike.

And who are we defending
ourselves against? The conven-
tional forces of the British army
have been continuously at war
since 1945 — defending British
imperialism against liberation
struggles.

Manyof its commanders see
the army’s main future role as
‘counter-insurgency’ — defend-
ing the British state against
rebellion in this country. And
former army chief Michael
Carver has admitted that ‘some

 
fairly senior officers’ were
talkingabout a military takeover
in 1974.

We would need defence if a
government scrapped the
bomb: defence against the
army; against our own bosses
andtheirstate forces.

‘Realistically’ we would have
to organise some sort of labour
movement/community militias
— against the presentstate, the
basis for our own kind of
workers’state.

When the bosses — or the
Labour leaders — talk about
‘defence’, they mean the
defence of their interests, not
the interests of ordinary work-
ers. And there is, as we have
seen, nothing ‘defensive’ or
‘peaceful’ in what they do to
protect theirinterests.

But don't we need to have some
defence against, for example,
the USSR?

There is much more to be
afraid of from the British ruling
class and armyandtheirallies in
NATO than there is from the
USSR. In NATO we have real
oppression now, not a hypo-
theticaloppressorin thefuture.

And the Soviet bureaucrats
are far too busy oppressing their
own working class and helping
their stooges in countries like
Poland, to risk taking on the
working class of Western
Europe as well.

But in the event of any inva-
sion of Britain that threaten-
ed thelives orlibertiesof work-
ers — be it from the USSR or
the US — we would needto rely
on our own strength to defend
ourselves. Military forces tied
to the ruling class would be no
defence at all — we'd probably
befighting themtoo.

We would need a people’s
militia,

|
democratically con-

trolled by the labour movement
and local communities and
based on universal military
training.
Isn't thatconscription?

In the sense that a picket
rota, or a closed shop is con-
scription — yes. Butit’s differ-
ent from conscription to profes-
sional armies of strike-breakers
and uniformed thugs. And it’s
different from proposals like
Peter Tatchell’s which advocate
a ‘citizens’ army’. He proposes
just reforming the existing state
machine, to make it more demo-
cratic. What we needis to take
on and defeat the existing state
machineandto replace it with a
newone.

 IN April 1980 the vicious milit-
ary dictatorship in Brazil arres-
ted 16 workers’ leaders. The
arrests provoked a wave of
militantmass opposition.

The Brazilian workers’ move-
ment had lived through years of
harsh repression since the milit-
ary seized powerin 1964. Indus-
trial action was difficult to
organise and very rare. Then in
May 1978, a wave of strikes
developed — especially in the
industrial heartland around Sao
Paulo. A new layer of militant
rank and file leaders emerged,
in opposition to the official trade
union apparatus which is very
closely tied in to thestate.

Prominent among the new
leaders is Luis Inacio da Silva,
popularly known as ‘Lula’,
wholater went on to becomethe
leaderof Brazil’s first real inde-
pendent workingclassparty, the
Partido dos  Trabalhadores
(PT).

In the area around Sao Paulo
there are a numberofindustrial
districts, generally known as
‘ABC’ (Santo Andre, Sao
Bernado and Sao Caetano). This
is the heart of Brazil’s big car
industry; and includes some
200,000 metalworkers.

The* metalworkers, from
|. whom Lula emerged as a new-

type of leader in the mid-
seventies, were at the forefront
of thestrikewave in 1978-9.

In 1980, the metalworkers
embarkedon a wage campaign.
They demanded a real wage
increase of 15% on top of
automaticadjustmentsfor infla-
tion that had already been won.
They also demanded recognition
of shop stewards — i.e. of new
unofficial rank and file struc-
tures — and 12 months’ job
security.

Illegal
On april i, the workers

struck, with solid support in
ABC and another 80,000 in six
othertowns. Someof theofficial
unions were forced to support
the strike — although the right
wing ‘Communist’ Party
opposed it.

The strike was taken before a
labour tribunal, but because of
its strength and determination,
the judges refused to declare it
illegal (which it was under
Brazilianlaw). But they did not
concede the workers’ demands,
proposing a wage increase of
6-7% and ignoring the other
demands.

The strikers turned down the
‘judges’ proposal. Huge mass
meetings agreed to continue the
action, and a wages committee
with 400 representatives of
workers from all the large
companieswas elected.

After two weeks ofthestrike,
thetribunal reversed its decision
and declaredthestrike illegal. A
mass meeting of 60,000 metal-
workers voted to continue the
action and risk the inevitable
confrontation with the security
forces.

The army moved in to ABC to
crush the strike. Lula and 15
other union leaders were arres-
ted.

 
poen(UT history=_/Workers’revolt

in Brazil
Clive Bradley looksat the rebirthof independent
workingclass politics in Brazil.

Popular resistance was
colossal. A further mass meet-
ing voted to continue the strike,
adding the release of the arres-
ted union leaders to their
demands.

Organised solidarity networks
sprang up. 480,000 tonnes of
foodstuffs were collected for the
strike, and the equivalent of
US$3.4 million was raised for
thestrike fund.

:

The army and various ‘inter-
nal security’ forces were unable
to crush the workers. urther
arrests were made.

An illegal rally of 120,000in
Sao Bernado on May1 proved 4impossible to suppress. And the
police and the army were com-pletely withdrawn from te
town.

Eventually, hunger and lack
of funds — despite the tremen-
dous solidarity shown — forced
the strikers back to work. In the
short term theydid not win their
demands.

But they had proved to thei:
selves what could be achievedif
the workingclass dared to fight.
The defeat was not a major one.’
Following the strike, and after
Lula’s eventual release, the PT
was set up. Andthenew militant
opposition has gone from
strength to strength in the
unions.

It is a brilliant and heroic
example of howaserious fight,
even if it does not win in the
short term, can do an enormous
amount to strengthen working
class organisation and confid-
ence, and shake up the labour'
movement in preparation for
future victories.

The Partido dos Trabalhador-
es (PT), set up in 1980,is itself a
clear indiction of the develop-
mentof the workers’ movementbeyondbothlimited trade union
militancy and the traditional
nationalist-Stalinist-populist q

framework that has dominated
so many workers’ movements in
Latin Americaandelsewhere.

Membership grew rapidly in
1981, and now stands at some-
thingapproachinghalfa million.
It has regular meetings and dis-
cussions — the only party in
Brazil to do so — andthereisa|
bigdebateon the importance of
the use of elections as a way to
get overtheirideas.

The PT stood candidates in’
|

the general election in Novem-
ber 1982 — including Lula in
Sao Paolo — but suffered due
to election rigging. They stood
on an extremely radical pro-
gramme, ranging from theover-
throw of the dictatorship by
general strike action, through to
land reform, inflation-protected
wageincreases, a shorter work-
ing week, nationalisation of |

the financial institutions, work-
.

ers’ control, and equalrights for
the blackand Indian population,
gays and women.It also called
for international

__
solidarity,.

including with the Polish work-
ers.

It is sharply opposed by the
Communist Party (PCB) who
havelined up with the old trade
union hierarchy against the new
militantworkers.
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By Jim Denham

MIDLANDcar workers could
be going into battle again
after years of defeat and
betrayal.

*28,000 Austin Rover
workers are holding mass
meetings to discuss their
response to the company’s
pay offer — 9.4% over two
years. plus very minimal
improvements in conditions.
The claim is for £22 across
the board over 12 months,
plus extensive improvements
in lay-off pay, sick pay and
bonus scheme.

The company’s. offer
would be worth only £5 a
week in new money for a
grade 3 track worker.

The company’s miserly
offer has angered the
workers. Over the last six
years they have seen their
numbers halved and their
earning powerslashed, while
productivity has shot up
(by 130% at Longbridge, for
instance) and the company
has moved dramatically into
profit.

In 1982 when the com-
pany last negotiated a pay
risé, it lost £101 million.
In the first six monthsof this
year, it made an operating
profit of £300,000.

As one Longbridge stew-
ard told us:

Viability
“The viabilityof the com-

pany shouldn’t affect the
willingness of the rank and
file to fight, in my opinion.
But, inevitably, it does. The
membersfeel that they have
sacrificedso muchin termsof
wages, conditions and down-
‘right self-respect in the years
when Edwardes was threat-
ening to close the whole
shebang every other week.

“Now we want to get our
own back,and wefeel confi-
dent enough to do it, given
thenew profitable situation.”

Senior stewards represent-
ing all Austin Rover plants
met at Coventry last Tuesday
and voted to recommend
tejection of the company’s
offer to mass meetings, and
to seek a mandate for
“action”.

However, some unionoffi-
| cials clearly want to stall any
strike, in the hope of squeez-
ing a little more out of the
company in continued nego-
tiation. AUEW Midland
organiser, Bill Jordan, for

Helen Rigby reports
_

AT the end_of last year the City
. Council tore up the new tech-

nology agreement thathad been
in operation for twoyears.

Then, on September 1, the
~ Council imposed their document

‘Responding to Change’ which
effectivelytook away theunion’s

| right to negotiate changes in
workingconditions.

The strike was sparked off
when members of the rent con-

“trol unit were suspended for
refusing to use new technology.
In doingthistheywere following
unionpolicy.

The next step was the suspen-
sion of area managers who
refused to handle scab rent
slips. The collectors then came

- out in support, followed by the
cashiers. As a result, the

 pePay battles\osereemRS

Comebackfor
car militancy

instance, has told the press
“We are not convinced that
the company has yet begun
to negotiate. We are fairly
sure the company can make
significant improvements on
its original offer.”

Rank and file activists,
however, are calling for an
all-out strike from the settle-
ment date of November1.

They thinkit unlikely that
the company will offer any
worthwhile improvement in
its offer as a result of further
negotiations, and point to
Longbridge management’s
withdrawal of facilities from
Colin Willets, a long-standing
AUEW senior steward and
works committee member,
as an example of manage-
ment’s. determination to
continue with the Edwardes
style hard line.

It is clear that only anall-
out strike will secure the full
£22 claim.

Jaguar
Meanwhile, the 7,000

hourly paid workers at Jag-
uar are also meeting to dis-
cuss action over their £25
across the.board pay claim.
Jaguar’s final offer is a two-
year package deal, worth
only .around 7% per year
in new money — much of
the highly publicised 21%
offer is in fact bonus money
already being earned.

The fact that the com-
pany is now highly profit-
able has boosted the work-
force’s confidence and stew-
ards from both the Jaguar
plants in Coventry are
“optimistic” about the pros-
pects fora strike.

In 1983 Jaguars made
£55 million and in the first
six-months of this year, the
operating profit was £40
million. :

Although the Vauxhall
strike appears to have ended
Ford workers have rejected
their company’s pay offer
and the prospect of three
major groups of car workers
coming out alongside the
miners is now a real possib-
ility.

Militants at Longbridge
have outlined the kind of
tactics that will be needed
to win:

*Stewards to
picketingrotas now.

*Picket plants and stop
movementof finishedcars.

*Prepare for picketing of
secondary targets, for
instance, the car depots.

*Elect strike committees
from the rank andfile.

organise

Sheffield
Council is getting no revenue
fromrent.

At the beginning we held a
ballot to get people out on
£22.50 strike pay and we won.
But the branch officers wanted
to secure us full NALGO strike
pay,which is 60%ofgross pay.

However, the result of this is
that control of the dispute has

been given to NALGO head
office (a condition of receiving
the 60%strike pay) andthefull
time officials are very wary
indeed about escalating the
action to cover the whole of
Sheffield NALGO.

Wealso neéd to put pressure
on the Council from thewider
labour movement. So far, the
District Labour Party has shown
‘concern’ about the dispute,
ratherthan clear support for the
workers.

 Stewards conference
against rate-capping

By Michael O’Sullivan

ABOUT two months ago the
South East Region of the TUC
held a briefing conference for
full-timers and activists on rate
capping attended by between
30 and 40 people. Not surpris-
ingly we were treated to the
miserable sight of the platform
rubbingtheirhands and whining
in despair. ‘What can we do?’
‘We can’t get anyone interested’
and so theymoaned on.

Last Wednesday, 17th, —

over 300 shop stewards from the
London boroughs hit-listed for
rate-capping by the Tories
attended the launch rally of
London Bridge, jointly organis-
ed with and chaired by the
Democracy for=London Cam-
paign, at the Queen Elizabeth
Hall, .to talk about how we are
going to defeat rate-capping.

Ken Livingstone and Ted
Knight pledged total support to
the struggle in hand and de-
clared a willingness to do their
part in defeating the govern-
ment.

Jenny Weber, a member of
the NUPE National Committee,
hammered homethe point that
it was no good us talking in
jargon to the workforce. The job
of the stewards is to get our
message over in everyday lan-
guage which explains what the
effect of rate-cappingwillbe.

Unfortunately our speaker
from Liverpool, though he
raised some important issues on
how to organise a campaign,

- was more intent on defending
Militant’s record in that city
thanonthetask at hand.

The stewardsresolution
IN RESPONSEto rate-capping
ourpolicyis:

Wepledgeourselves to fight
againstall cuts in jobs and serv-
ices, and if any councillor,coun-
cil, council officer, or any other
agency attemptsto carry out the
government's policy of cuts in
local government services we
call for:

1. Total non-cooperation,
2. All-out’ strike action, sit-

ins and occupations.
3. Solidarity action with any

borough which is attacked in
isolation.

The keynote speeches were
made by Tommy Douras who
moved the London Bridge
steering committee resolution
and by a miner's wife, Janet
Smith from a village near
Swansea. Janet's speech earned
her a standing ovation.

From the floor
continually emphasised the
need to organise the shop
floor — it is no good us being
generals withoutan army.

They reported that there is a
widespread distrust of Labour
councils. On both these issues
the resolution provides guide-

‘lines around which the member-
ship can be mobilisedand states
unequivocally what our
demands on the Labour councils

speakers

4. The immediate approval of
these measures from theofficial
structures of the trade union
movement.

We call on all rate-capped
Labourcouncils to join with the
unions by carrying out the fol-
lowingpolicy:

1. Not to make cuts in jobs and
services and not to comply with
rate-cappinglegislation.
2. To prepare a budgetbased on
the needs of theordinary people
of the borough in order to high-
light the difference between
real needs and thegovernment’s
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are.
The London Bridge rally was

the first step in buildinga work-
ing class opposition to rate
capping. For the first time in
living memory local authority.
workersfrom different boroughs
andthedifferent unions have sat
down and after debating the
issues agreed on the way for-
ward.

This unity will be a massive
counter-weightto the inertia and
backsliding of Labour councils,
full time officials and theTUC.

It also providesa real rallyin
point for the shop floor whowil
see the unions united. It opens
the door to an attempt to mobil-
ise the tenants in the struggle
against rate-capping.

attackon the local communities.
3. Not to set a rate or raise the
rate.
4. Not to raise council house
rents.

Whilewe recognise the short-
comings of present services,
which have been starved of
finance by central government,
wecall for maximum unity of all
the organisations of ordinary
working people, including trade
unions, community groups,
councils and tenants’ associa-
tions, to unite behind this pro-
grammein defence of jobs, the
communities of London, and
services.

 
 

Organising to fight
_‘*WEhave to become as organ-
ised as the miners are’’. This
necessity underlies the confer-
ence held last Sunday by the
East London Campaign Against
Racist Attacks and Police
Harassment. The theme of the
conference was ‘Fighting
Racism:Building a Mass Move-
ment’’.

The campaign was formed by
monitoring groups such as
CAPA in Tower Hamlets,
Newham Monitoring Project
and Greenwich Action Group
Against Racist Attacks, in
response to increasing levels of
racialviolencein East Lond~

This has ranged from harass-
ment of Turkish immigrants in
Hackney, to the stabbing of
Mukith Miah during his lunch
hour in Tower Hamlets, to the
well-publicised case of the New-
ham 7.

Hundreds of cases go
unreported — dozens more are
documented. For exampic. =

Newham alome 200) cases => ie

nei thes wear

 

By Lal Chanda
 

On top vf this there is a
tendency to criminalise black
activistsas in thecase of Karam-
jit Singh and an increasing num-
ber of black and Asian immi-
grantsarebeingdeported on the
most dubiousgrounds.

At the conference there was
a mood thatgreater coordination
and organisation was necessary,
taking theinitiative in fighting
racism, instead of a purely
defensive stance.

_The mass picket of the
‘Duke of Edinburgh’ in Newhan:
— a pub wherelocal racists are
known to meet — called for Nov-
ember3 — initially by the New-
ham 7 Campaign — represents
an attemptto isolate the racists
in thecommunity.

The campaign aims~- to
increase labow

3
mowemedt
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labour movementbodies.
The conference also recog-

nised the need to broaden its
campaigning activities in the
followingfields:

*Exposing home and ‘neigh-
bourhood watch schemes.

*Pressurising councils to
makeanti-raciststands.

*Organisingblacktenants.
*Setting up community

 
‘STEVE sate
argues that to win the
castle/Washington dispute,
CPSA members in the DHSS
should cut off all giro pay-
mentsto claimants.

This, it seems to me,is a nar-
row trade-unionist rather than
socialist attitude.

I can understand why DHSS
trade unionists want to strike
just like any other trade union-
ist. But thinkaboutit. ©

Are CPSA members then go-
ing to try to make sure that no
other trade unionist does their
work? Are they going to organ-
ise pickets and so on to try to
stop anyone giving any relief to

claimants?
Counterproductive

That would be barbaric and
counterproductive. In fact, when
DHSSmilitants argue for all-out
action, they do so on the un-
spoken assumption that mem-
bersof anotherunion — NALGO
— will ‘scab’ and provide some
cover through council social
services departments.

This is no way to build unity
betweenCPSA and NALGO and,
of course, no way to build unity
between employed and unem-
ployedworkers.

Either CPSA seriously wants
to stop all relief to claimants —

on the calculation that claim-
ants’ suffering will shift the
Tories before it will shift the
union? — or it doesn’t. If i
doesn’t, then it should fight for
union control over what relief
is provided. ;

I don’t know exactlywhat tac-
tics DHSS workers could use to
hit the government while mini-
mising the effect on claimants.
I cannot believethatthere is no
tacticworthtrying.

Even to try would make 2
huge difference politically. E
such a tactic resulted in CPSA
members being suspended or
locked out, then they could
approach NALGO members
and claimants on a completely
different basis than if they sim-
ply walk out and drop NALGO
‘members and claimants in the
position ofbeing ‘civiliancasual-
ties’ in theCPSA’sbattle.

MARTINTHOMAS,ee

 
racism

. defence squads in cases of
immediate physical threats. Ini-
tially this would comprise
existingactivists.

*Dealing with problems im
schools like attacks on black
pupils and more generally how
the curriculum can take into
accountanti-racistpolicies.

Working parties on some of
theabove issues were set up.

Glasgow Socialist Organiser Day School
Sunday November4 from 10.30 am to 4.45 pm.

Sessions on: Miners’ strike in Scotland, and Miners’ Wives
Support Committees; BuildingSocialist Organiser Alliance.
Workshops on: Basic Marxist philosophy;Lenin and the
Revolutionary Party; Trotsky and the Fourth International;
Nuclear weapons/nuclear energy; Workers’ struggles in East
Europe;Ireland.
Speakers (in personal capacity) include: HillelTicktin, Crow
Editorial Board, Martin Meteyard, Assistant Secretary.

~ 
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IT WASpretty horrible being
in prison, but the attitude of
the other prisoners was
brilliant.

Everywhere we went, they
shouted out, ‘You’re the lads
from Lairds and we’re with
you’.

The conditions are disgust-
ing. The food is horrible. We
were locked up in the cells
22 or 23 hours a day. We ate
in the cells, we went to the
toilet in the cells, in a bucket
in the corner. There’s damp
and there’s shit on the walls.

But we did get hundreds
of letters and messages of
support. That was a real
boost. And, as I’ve said, the
majority of the other prison-
ers seemed to support us.

Eight million people in Ethiopia
today face death by starvation as
the continuing drought threatens
yet another catastrophe for these
long-sufferingpeople.

The worst affected areas are
Eritrea and Tigre in northern
Eritrea — both areas where a war
of national liberation is being
waged against the Ethiopian
government.

Already one person is dying
of starvation every 20 minutes
and as villagers move in their
thousands to the towns in the
hope that the relief agencies
mightbeable to provide food, the
relief workers themselves are able
to help only a small percentage.

And yet in Europe and Amer-

Picket line last Wednesday, 17th: 9000 GMBU membersin the City CouncilstruckClasswarpris
  

Untortunately the attitude
of our union leaders has not
been so good.

I think the local and nat-
ional officials failed abysmal-
ly to mobiliseany support for
us. They have got a national

ica huge surpluses of food are
stored, a fraction of which would
be more than enough to solve the
famine crisis in Ethopia and the
other African countries affected
by the drought.

As soon as the crisis was pub-
licised in Britain there was a
tremendous response from ordin-
ary people anxious to give some-
thing to stop people from starv-
ing.

In contrast, &t was not until
Wednesday that the government,
which has been well aware of the
developing crisis for some time,
took any action at all. Then,
Tory Foreign Minister Geoffrey
Howe, responding to widespread

 

oner call
Lol Duffy, secretary of
the Lairds occupation
committee and one of
the 37 workers who
recently completed a sen-
tence in Walton Jail for
‘contempt of court’
spoke to Socialist
Organiser.

policy of opposing enforced
redundancies. They should
have argued from day one of
our sit-in — never mind day
one of the jailing — for other
people to ccme out in
support.

eencern at the existence of huge
fou." surpluses in the West, high-
lighted in a TV

_
programme,

promised ‘o provide a further
£5 million in aid to Ethiopia and
to raise the question of aid with
other EEC countries.

Butthis falls far short of what
is needed and what could be
provided tomorrow if the will was
there. Howealso referred to the
problems of getting aid to the
area, given the military situation.

The Tories must not be
allowed to use the civil war as an
excuse for holding back on aid.
Those eight million must not be
allowed to die. If the will is there
the supplies can be got through.

to support thejailed37. (Photo: John Smith,IFL)

S for support

 

Defend Nicaragua!
THE MAINcapitalist opposition
to the ruling Sandinistas in the
forthcoming Nicaraguan elec-
tions — the Independent Liber-
al Party (PLI) — has pulled out
of the contest set for November
3. The PLI claims that the elec-

There was a one-day token
strike by GMBU council
workers. That’s good, as far
as it goes, but it didn’t
achieve anything. The
officials should have done
more.

We have a real problem at
the yard now, thanks to the
lack of leadership both during
our struggle and previously.

There was an unofficial
mass meeting of GMBU mem-
bers yesterday. According to
various reports it was either
unanimous or-an overwhelm-
ing majority that they didn’t
want us reinstated at the
yard.

An official mass meeting
has been called outside the
yard for Wednesday. The
reason it hasn’t been called
inside the yard is because we
are not allowedinto the yard.
But that means that the only
people likely to attend the
official mass meeting are the
people who are outsupport-
ing us anyway.

Tyneside
We need a lot more people

on the mass pickets outside
the yard. The people there
are just walking in and think-
ing that there’s not a lot of
supportfor us.

But the most important
thing coming up is on Tyne-
side. 2000 redundancies have
been announced at Swan
Hunter. and British Ship-
builders have also said that
two yards could be shut
down.

The Tyne stewards have
called a meeting for all ship-

 

tions will not be fairly con-
ducted.

A representative of the
Democratic Conservative Party
has said that he expects his
party to follow the PLI’s lead.

yards a week on Thursday
(November 1) to discuss
closures and redundancies.
So we’ve got to try to get
our case brought up at that
meeting and get the rest of
the yards out against enforc-
ed redundancies.

OURdrive for an emergency
£800 — to get our budget
back in balance and enable us
to start putting money aside
again for the premises fund —

is still going too slowly.
Thanks to: Peter Kenway

£5, John Douglas £10, Nick
Hayward £10, Mark Osborn
£16.70 — but that makes
only £41.70 last week, and
£398.70 total so far towards
the £800.

Send contributions to:
214 Sickert Court, London
N1 2SY.

 

 The Sandinistas have plaus-
ibly suggested that there was
CIA interference at the PLI’s
conference which made this de-
cision. The PLI’s leaderswere in
favour of staying in the elec-
tion campaign; but the party
voted — in a break with its tra-
ditional behaviour — against
them.

A Sandinista source is quoted
in the Guardian (October 23):
“Votes were not only bought
with CIA money, but delegates
were threatened...The CIA [has
already] admitted to the New
YorkTimes... that it pressurised
[another conservative party] to
abstain threemonthsago’.

The PLI’s decision is obvious-
ly intended to rob the elections
of international credibility by
depriving the Sandinistas of the
chance to face and trounce the
main legal opposition party.

The Sandinistas now say that
they mayhold a referendum “‘to
ask the country if it wants an
election at thisstage”’.

Whatever happéns, there is
no doubt that the Sandinista
government has overwhelming
support among the Nicaraguan
people and will win anyelection
or referendum.

Right now they are under
threat of invasion from the Uni-
ted States, who have backed the
counter-revolutionary ‘contras’
waging waragainst them.

The labour movement should
defend the Nicaraguan revolu-
tion. It is an immensely popular
regime based on a mass mobili-
sation of the Nicaraguan people
and the overthrow of the US-
backed Somoza dictatorship in
1979.

It is not a socialist country.
Private property is still intact —

despite important nationalisa-
tions. The Sandinistas believe
that a more drastic economic
programme would alienate for-
eign support from the EEC,
Mexico, etc. and make Ameri-
can invasioneasier.

And the working class —

which had norightto strike until
last year — does not own and
control the economy, and it does
not rule. Socialists should not
lose sight of our overall goals,
and becomeblindtothefact that
thosegoals have not been reach-
ed in Nicaragua and are very
unlikely to be realised by the
Sandinistas.

But we should give the San-
dinistas every support against
the threat of imperialist inter-
vention.

Continued trom page t
class.

Right now the labour move-
ment must help the miners resist
the attacks of Thatcher’s judges.

If the courts get away with
seizing the NUM’s tunds, then
further fines andlegal actionswillel trying to bleed the miners

y.
There must be immediate

solidarity action’ against the
seizure. And workers musi imple-
ment the TUCpledge notto cross
miners’ picket lines or use scab
coal or substitutes.

Victory to the miners!
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