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Miners’ wives andchildren march‘in Maerdy, in the Rhondda. Monday August 27.

NEXT week Brighton could look like the pit villages of Nott-
inghamshire.

Police talk of sealing the town off, mounting road blocks,
and flooding the area with their men.

:

In short, Frank Chapple and his like will get the same sort
of protection from pickets and militants as the ‘Silver Birch’
brigade in Notts.

Very appropriate, too. Many top trade union leaders have
been stabbing the NUM in the back just as viciously as the
scabs in the coalfields — only more subtly and suavely.

Trade unionists will be going to Brighton to demand that
their union !eaders give real support to the miners. The current
ballyhoo in the Fleet Street press about “‘the scab as hero”
makes it clear that the battle between the Tory government
and the miners is not about the details of conditions in the
pits. It is a battle for the life or death of effective trade union-
ism. The Tories are out to break the NUM — andif they

succeed, no other union will be spared.
There can be no better time than now for other trade

unionists to enter battle for their own demands and for the
common cause. And if we do not fight with our full strength
now, we'will be seriously weakened in every future struggle.

Proposals before the TUCinclude an appeal to respect the
NUMpicket lines and a call for a one-day generalstrike. Both

“should be supported: indeed, what we should be working to-
wardsis a full-scale indefinite general strike.

But the trimmers and class-collaboratorsof the TUCleader-
ship must not be allowed to use the call for solidarity as a lever
to get control. For months they have wanted to end the
dispute at all costs. AUEW general secretary Gavin Laird said
on Monday 27th: “‘If an affiliate, be it the NGA, the NUM, or
any other union, wishes to.involve the movementandreceive
total support, then there must be the total involvementof the
General Council. No union has theright unilaterally to adopt a
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course of action, pursue its own strategy, circumvent the
leadership of the movement, and expect the same leadership to
give unconditionalsupport on demand”’.

It’s the same argument as the working miners in Notts used
against the appeal for solidarity from Yorkshire and other
areas hit by closures: except that now the people who demand
to vote on miners’ jobs are not even miners from otherareas,
but top officials of other unions, themselves safe'in a job for
life! All support-from the TUC must be with the clear under-
standing that only miners can agree a settlement to their
dispute.

The striking dockers also need full TUC support. The main
weakness ofthe dock strike so far is the weaknessof its leader-
ship. At the press conference after the TGWU docks delegate

continued on page 3
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‘ANISER 
‘*BY THEIR heroes ye shall know them... for in the individuals
whom theyexalt and glorify and hold up to the youth as example,
every class and every movementunfailinglyreveals its standards of
worth,its morality,its very soul.

,

“Thus, the communist workers of Germany glorifiedthe name of
the courageous and incorruptible Liebknechtwhosacrificedhis life
in battle for a great cause. The degenerate Nazis countered withthe
dedicationof theirofficial hymn to Horst Wessel, thepimp who was
killedin a brawl...

“The Southern (USA) slaveholders hanged John Brown. But the
feet of the slave-liberatingsoldiers of the Union were quickened on

-- the march by the song about ‘John Brown’s Body’, for his soul

 
marched withthem...’””

A great American socialist* wrote that back in 1952, during the
McCarthywitch-hunts in theUSA.

The typical hero of Mrs Thatcher’s brave new Britain is the scab.
No-one in Britain today is more honourable or respect-worthy, the
mass-circulation newspaperstell us, thanthe ‘‘menwho take their
courage in their hands and, braving the violent savagery of crazy
left-wing-led pickets’’... crawl on their bellies to lick their bosses’
boots and help themdefeat andbeatdown theirfellow-workers.

Notrade is more honoured than that of the scab-herder, no force
more highly praised than the militarised ranks of police thugs who
protect them.

‘Scab’ is an unlovely namefor an uglything,andit fits the miser-
able creaturesit describes. For what is a scab? A scabis a big-head-
ed creep like ‘Silver Birch’ Chris Butcher, financed by the rich to
 

  The scab as Hero
underminehis fellow miners’ fight for jobs.Ascabis a man whohas allowedhis spirit to becrushed and brok-
en by theprivationsof the strike which all miners and their families
have

|
had bo live with. A scab is the Notts. miner who fondlybelieves

thathis future is secure, and therefore says to therest: ‘‘F... you —

I’mall right’’. A scabis ‘the London docker who crosses apicket line
becausetheSun tells him thatit is all a plot to help thatvicious thug
ArthurScargill.

The popular press now devotes muchofits space to incitement to
scab. And it is becomingincreasinglyhysterical.

Today, the patriotic British worker is the one who will help Mrs
Thatcher smash up the union. The one whotakes his cue from the
baying gutter-press and sets himself up as a ‘dockers’ Silver Birch’
to try to sabotagetheofficialnationaldocks strike.

Thus this Tuesday, 28th, one Medlock Bibby becamean instant
scab superstar whenhe tried to keep Tilburydocks working.

Single scab
Whois Mr Bibby? Three weeks ago he was the single scab at Ti:

bury when 900 men cameout on a local claim!
Listen to Mr John Black, chief executive of the Port of Londor

Authority,praising him at a press conferencetheyset up for him. He
told thejournalists:

“Be kind to him. Mr Bibby has done a ificent job. His initia-
tive is brave and courageous andtobecongratulated’’.
_

Whatsort of language did George Orwell say we would be speak-
ing in 1984? War is peace. Truthis lies. Love is hate. Day is night.
The belly-crawlingtreacherous scab is thenew model working class

Whystrikers should
join theLabour party

WE HEARthat scab miners are tearing up their Labour Party
cards in Nottinghamshire.

Most LabourParty activists will say: good riddance! In their
own waythescabs thus recognise that the¥ank and file of the
LabourParty is solidly behind the NUM.Local Labour Parties
have been levying their members and collecting money, putting
up pickets, and sending members to miners’ pickets and
demonstrations.

.The other side of the picture is Labour Party leader Neil
Kinnock and his supporters in theParliamentaryLabourParty.

Neil Kinnock lets himself be photographed with Arthur Scar-
gill and expresses sympathy with the miners. He blameg,the
Tories for the strike, not the miners. But at the same time he
addshis voice to the chorus of Tory propaganda blaming picket
line violence — for which the police are responsible — on the
miners.

Neil Kinnock thus shamelessly throwsthe weight of his auth-
ority as leaderof the political wing of the labour movementinto
the scales against the miners. He helps give credibilityto the
dirty class-war propaganda of the Tories, which is aimed to
undermine working-class sympathy and solidarity with the
miners. And thatpropaganda is a key Tory weapon in the most
vital front. of the miners’ strike right now — the fight for
solidarity.

Neil Kinnockwantsto play the role of a responsible statesman
and a future prime minister, and he doesn’t mind stabbing the
minersin thebackifthatwillhelp.

Kinnock knows the miners are being smeared and misrepre-
sented. He knows that the only point of view from which the
miners who stand up to the armies of police thugs can be con-
demned is the view that the bosses and their.police forces and
armies havea right to a monopolyof violence and thatthe work-
ing class does not have the right to defenditself against them
whenattackedor to go on the offensive against them when the
police are beingused to herd scabs.

This is either a nakedly and unashamedly upper-class way of
looking at the issue — orelse it rests on theweaseling and cow-

ardly double standard which allows one law for the rich andpowerful and their hired thugs, and a different lawfor the poor
and oppressed. The police have rights, but thereare no rights for
theminers whoare fighting for their livelihoods, for their child-
ren’s future, and to stop their communities being offered up by
MrsThatcheras collective humansacrificesto theCapitalist god,
profit.

Kinnock knows what’s what. But he is running scared before
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the Tories, afraid that some of their vicious smear-propaganda
against the minerswillstick to him and damagehim politically.

This is not only cowardly and pathetic. It is stupid and short-
sighted also.

A miners’ victory will be a hammer-blow to the Tories. A
miners’ defeat will inevitablyweaken the labour movement and
therefore also undermine both Labour’s abilityto fight for votes
andits credibility.Helping theTories damage the labour move~
mentis an over-ambitious fool’s way of preparing for the next
election.

As one Notts miner said at the Socialist Organiser school last
weekend,thedangeris thatwhilethe scab minersare tearing up
their Labour Party cards because they are scabs, the militant
striking miners will tear theirs up because they think Neil
Kinnockis behavinglike thepolitical equivalentof a scab.

It is understandable that striking miners should demand that
Neil Kinnock, the elected leader of the political labour move-
ment, should give them his unqualified support — and thatthey
should feel bitter when he chooses instead to talk out of both
sides of his politician’smouth.

Nevertheless, striking miners should not be leaving the Lab-
our Party. They should beflockingintoit, to help the serious Left
fight theright wing and theKinnock-spirited‘Left’.

The trade unions need a reliable, honest, militant and prin-
cipled politicalwing, led by leaders who haveall those qualities.
The LabourPartyis thepoliticalwing of thetrade unions. Miners
should take part in thecontinuing fight to reclaim it for thework-
ing class,out of the handsofcareeristpoliticians.

Despite Neil Kinnock, theLabour Party has helped theminers,
thoughof course it would be a far greater help if it had leaders
with guts and properly strung backbones— Tony Benn or Eric
Heffer or Dennis Skinner, for example.

Militant miners could give the fight for a transformed Labour
Party a great boost. For a start, the NUM could strike a powerful
blow for a healthier labour movement by clearing out the bats
and rodents who inhabit its own parliamentary lumber room.
Someof the creatures sent to the House of Commons with NUM
sponsorship make Neil Kinnock look good by contrast — men
like Roy Mason, or Don Concannon, known to striking Notts
miners as ‘‘thecopper’s nark’’.

But more than that.We can win thisstrike withoutthe leaders
The bestmanlost. Newly elected Labour
Party leaderNeilKinnockanddeputy
Roy Hattersley congratulate eachother,watched by thedefeatedleftwingcandi-
datefor leader, EricHeffer

%WRI!closures !
IIDorothy Phillips, 13 Thorn Ave.,

Newbridge, Gwent 0495 245000.
Rugeley, Staffs. Mrs Jackson, 9
Woodlands, Handsacre, Rugeley, I
Staffs. Mrs Southwell, Rugeley |
6179. I
Littleton, Staffs. 6 Tower Road, iHigh Green, Hednesford. Linda
Platen, Hednesford 76614. I
Merton, Durham. Hetton-le-Hall 1
267641. |Sheffield, Kath Mackey,Sheffield
381594 or 454163. I
North Staffs, Brenda Proctor, 153 {
Broadway, Meir, Stoke-on-Trent. |0782 332151. “Ao.

hero.
No, the working class heroes are still the men and women who

dare to take on this vicious government despite the pressures of
slump and mass unemployment.They are the dockers whofight for
theirown concerns, but also want to help the miners. They are the
millions of loyal trade unionists who resist the pressure and the
hysteria with the grim determination of people who know what the
capitalists and theirgovernment are trying to do in Britain right now.

The scab-glorifying, scab-herding and witch-hunting of the Tory
and Liberal/SDPpoliticiansand thepress, and the police-state con-
ditions in the pit villages, add up to a concerted, cold-blooded drive
to carve up thetrade union movement.

They want to change the balance in British industry decisively.
That’swhy they‘provoked the miners’strike in the first place. The
slump makes them feel strong. The state of the labour movement
encourages them. And so, embitteredby the accumulated grievan-
ces of the20 and more years when theycould not control theworking
class, theyare out to batter thelabour movementinto submission.There can be no compromise with the scab-herders, strike-break-
ers, and would-beunion-busters.

And god help the working class if the miners are defeated. The
labour movementstillhas the strengthto stop thembeingdefeated.
Westillhave thestrengthto beatbacktheTory offensive.

We must use it — or 1984 will go down in official history as the
year of theHeroic Scab, and in ours as theyearof theGreat Defeat.

It is still an avoidable defeat.
° James P. Cannon: ‘TheInformeras Hero’.

Kinnock: ‘ ‘an over-ambitiousfool’s's way ofpreparingfor thenextelection’’
of the Labour Party. Kinnock has not got the powerto rob the
miners and those who help them of the strength to fight for
victory over theTories. Back in 1974, when theminers shattered
the Heath government and drove it ignominiously from office,
Harold Wilson did have the.power to rob the miners and the
whole workingclassof thefruits of our victory.

Andhedid rob us. We had nothingelse to put in as a govern-
ment to replacethe Tories, except Harold Wilson’s Labour
Party. It made concessions to the miners, but within 16 months
washelping viciously to cut working class living standards. Fin-
ally,withJames Callaghan as prime minister,it scuttled itself in
a bitter conflict with the unions in the 1978-9 ‘winter of dis-
content’, and opened theway for Mrs Thatcher’s vandalTories.

Thefight to defeat theright wing and the Kinnocks in theLab-
our Party and to make it into the sort of party whose leaders
would unhesitatinglystand withworkersin struggle — thatfight
is an irreplaceablepart of the workingof preparing the wayfor a
radical working-classsocialist alternativeto Thatcherism.

Let the Notts scab miners tear up their Labour Party cards.
Striking miners not already in the Labour Party should comein
and help theserious Left sort out Kinnock and his short-sighted_careerist friends.
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Police violence is building up
Notts striker Paul Whetton starts a we 

[THE dockers coming out on
trike in Scotland is bound to
five us a lift, but what
emains to be seen is the
inswer from the rest of the
jock workers.

There will obviously be
iressures put on them from all
ides, trade union leaders, govern-
nent, media, to try and avert
vhat could be a key confronta-
ion as far as government policy-
s concerned.

Last time the dockers came
ut everyone felt ten feet tall.
‘hen, two or three days later,
vhen they went back, it really
ast everybody down into the
lepths. This time I don’t think
eople are pinning such high
lopes on it. If it comes off,
reat, but it would be terrible to
et lifted up and then dashed
ight down to the bottom again.

The same sort of principle
pplies to the TUC. Some people
re pinning quite a lot on it.
Ayself, ’m not pinning quite so
nuch on it, because of the
ntérnal pressures there to do any-
hing but give the miners the full
upport that they need.

The way to overcome that is
or rank and file pressure to be
uilt up to force the leaders into
utting their money where their
nouth is. What’s happening is
hat trade union leaders are saying
hat they support the miners, but,
nd there’s always a but with it,
nd it is up to the rank and file
novement, the shop stewards and
o on, to pile that pressure on,
nd push the trade union move-
nent to a point where it can’t °

vossibly duck out.

Intimidation
It has been said that certain

spects of violence have caused a .

all off of funds from fund rais-
1g. I understand that but it’s up
o our lads to point out thatwhat
hey are doing is making a success
f the government’s attempt to
ake the spotlight away from the
ssues of the dispute and place the
ull glare of publicity on the side
ssues.

People should stop to examine
xactly what they mean by viol-
nce on the picket line. Nobody
an convince me that four miners
at in a car are being violent to
uch an extent that coppers have
ot to take truncheons out and
mash thewindows and drag them
ut the car in order to stop viol-
nee.

Military fashion
It seems to me that when

ve’re talking about violence, we
eed to be very careful and say
vhere that violence is coming
rom. When we sum up the
uestion of violence on_ the
icket line, the score is Police
' Pickets 0. We’ve had two of
ur comrades die on the picket
ine and I don’t see how you can
et much moreviolent than that.

A certain amount @f violence
1as always been there and it is
ound to ‘be there in a situation
ike this. But the violence is
nitiated -by people who carry
ticks and organise themselves in
uch a fashion as to intimidate.
\nd by that I mean the police,
nd not the pickets. We’re notven allowed to approach the
icket lines with sticks, unlike

police. We’re not allowed to
arch in military fashion, or
ke dogs or ride in on horses.
he police are. The first stage of
iolence is intimidation by a

parade of muscle — large numbers
of police officers carrying offen-
sive Weapons.

Last week, the 25th week, in
Notts has reached a levelling off
point. Now it’s just a matter of
hanging on for grim life. The
resolve of those now out on
strike in Notts, the hard core,
is that they are not prepared to
settle for anything less than
total victory. Any suggestion of
compromise will be bitterly
rejected.

' The police violence that we
have experienced for the last 25
weeks is now being seen in areas
where it’s not been seen before.
It was witnessed briefly at
Orgreave, but now we've got
police taking that violence into
mining communities in Yorkshire,
South Wales and Scotland. Many
lessons are being learnt by these
communities who have not exper-
ienced thisbefore.

I can accept to a point what
McGahey said about there being
secret talks but no secret deals.
I understand that they’ve got to
talk but I think a great deal more
accountabilityto the membership
and much more detailed explan-
ations of why they went to
ACAS and what was said should
be released to the membership.

It’s a difficult period for them
and they’ve got to be seen to be
willing to negotiate. but it is
also important that the member-
ship are involved and kept infor-
med.

.I watched the Scargill-Mac-
Gregor debate on TV. Mac-
Gregor was pathetic. He’s even
becoming one of our bestallies.
Whenever he goes on TV he
makesa right cock up.

It was built up by the media
as the battle of the century but
it became nothing. When you
analyse what was said by both
sides, nothing came out ofit

‘except the news that the NUM
had ‘reluctantly’ accepted the
Orme ‘peace plan’ which had
been passed to MacGregor and
which he denied having.

It was obvious that the Coal
Board had received the plan so
this merely revealed his incompc-
tence. If that’s the kind of leader-
ship we’ve got for a nationalised
industry, then I would think the
other members of the board
ought to start to make their
feelings known.

At the end -of the week I
went to the Socialist Organiser
weekend school. I think the
group is going to get a lot of
benefit out of the events that
are taking place. We ought to give
a vote of thanks to Thatcher
because she has provided us with
the finest school to educate our
young in politics that you could
possibly imagine.

We couldn’t have organised a
politicisation of our young folk
and women folk if Thatcher
hadn’t taken us through six
months of strike. You could
almost say she’s done us a
marvellous favour! I only hope
that when the dispute is over it’s
going to roll on and gather
strength. I think that groups like
Socialist Organiser are going to
gain a great deal of benefit insofar
as the young lads and the women
are going to stay in there and take
the fight forward.

Whatever happens, even if we

get a 100%victory,it’s not going
to mean the downfall of capital-
ism. The fight will have to go on.

Police to jail Scargill?
SOUTH Yorkshire police are
investigating the possibility of
getting ArthurScargill and other
miners’ leaders in. charges of
criminal conspiracy — conspir-
acyto intimidate scabs.

This is an indictable offence
under Part 1 of the Criminal Law
Act 1977. passed by the last Lab-
our government.

The general idea is to prove
that NUM leaders have been.
whipping their members up into
a state of frenzy and organising
‘criminal acts’ such as — horror
of horrors — damaging proper-
+», and obstructing thehighway.
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Support the dockers! Extend the scheme!
continued from page |!

meeting last Friday, 24th, TGWU
official John Connolly repeatedly
dodged questions about what the
demands of the strike were. In
effect the strike has been left as

just a protest against something
which has already happened — the
use of scab labour — without any
positive demands being defined.
No wonder anti-strike agitators
have been able to misrepresent it.

Dockers’ pickets have already
begun to close the gaps in the
strike. But militant dockers
should also call for clear demands
to be defined, like extension of
the dock labour scheme to the
currently unregistered ports. They
should also link up with the
miners for joint action commit-
tees and joint picketing.

TUC leaders have been putting
heavy pressure on the NUM
to sew everything up before the

Obviously, massive police
conspiracies to damagepickets’
bodies and set up road blocks,
or Coal Board conspiracies to
damage people’s livelihoods,
are not likely to be put ontrial.

Back-benchTory MPs are now
howling for blood and think that
throwing Scargill into jail is
worth the risk. It would be their
funeral.

If the law is used in this way
there should be a massiv2 revolt
by the labour movement. They
cannot be allowed to get away
withit.

debate at Congress. David Basnett
ot the GMBU said: “What the
miners want from us and what we
can deliver must be clear before
Congressstarts”.

In this situation it is under-
standable that the NUM_leader-
ship feel the need to manocuvre.
It is reported that the NUM is
not supporting the amendment
from the furniture trades union
for a one-day general strike. The
reasons are not clear. But we
think the amendment should still
be supported,

Manocuvres by the NUM lIcad-

ership over the heads of the
membership can only weaken
their struggle. There is certainly
no good reason for the secrecy
which meant that the first NUM
membersheard about the meeting
with ACAS. or their union’s
‘reluctant agreement’ with the
‘peace plan’ proposed by Labour
front-bencher Stan Orme, was on
the television. Nobody yet knows
exactly what the Orme plan is.
Such secrecy can only leave the
field open to the media, and lead
to doubt and uncertainty in the
tank andfile

The media are doing all they
can to get the striking miners
on the run. But they need not get
away with it. The miners’strike is
still overwhelmingly solid in most
areas. The dockers’ strike can — as
the top bosses themselves say —

cripple whole sections of industry
within a few weeks. With strong
rank and file organisation, with
regular report-backs from the
leadership to keep membersfully
informed, and with the support of
the rest of the movement, miners
and dockers together can beat
the Tories.

Discussing a general strike
Doyou thinktheatmosphereis
geared up to a general strike.
Jim. Among socialists and real
trade unionists, yes. But there
are a lot of people in the labour
movement who aren't that
bothered about it at the
moment.

I don’t think there'll be a

general strike, because we
can’t get the members togeth-
er within the NUM. There’s a
lot working in Notts, though
the true trade unionists are
out.
Mick. Myself, 1 think there
could be a general strike.
You've got the unemployed in
the country, and you’ve got
workers on low wages — they
can see which wy the govern-
meni is going.

/

lf other unions ¢an't Or
won't see what's coming now,

At the Socialist Organiser
school last weekend,three
Notts strikers — Alan Brett,
Jim Gillespie,and Mick Mc-
Alorum — discussed the
prospects for a general strike
with Alan Fraser

then they won't be able to
come to the NUM and the
dockers to ask for our support,
because we won't have the
muscle to give them that
support.

But I think the workers are
more fully aware than some
people give them credit tor.
It's people like Frank Chapple
who stop the TUC giving us
full backing.
Jim. The trade unionists of
this country look up to the
NUM. Always have done.
Now. can you honestly see

them backing us when they
see that there’s a lot in Notts
still working?

I don't see any possibilityof
a general strike until we're all
togetherin the NUM.
Alan. Myviewis that there is
a possibility of a general
strike, but the leadership of
the TUC — leaders such as
Len Murray — would actually
sell us out. So | think that if
we are going to have a genera!
strike, then we're going to
need to have organisations set
up at rank andfilelevel before
it could be anywhere near
successful.

We need organisations with
rank and file members them-
selves in control, as back-up in
ease the leadership sells you
out.
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miners
THE shop stewards’. confer-
ence held in Glasgow last
Friday,.24th, called to discuss
further support in the Westof
Scotland for the miners,
revealed the growing desire of
sections of the Labour Party
and trade union bureaucracy
to see an end tothestrike.

Althoughthe main themeof
the ‘‘conference’’ (in fact, it
was more like a modestrally)
was the need to build support
for the September 15 demon-
stration in Glasgow, there
were constant references to
the need for a settlement of
the dispute. And by that they
didn’t mean help the miners to
win a victory!

John Smith, Labour Party
spokesperson on employment,
sung the praises of Stan Orme
whois currently attempting to
negotiate a ‘‘compromise’”’
solution: ‘“He is behaving like
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Coalfor British Steel is unloadedat Flixborough. The Scottish TUCmade no movesto su
to unload coal at Hunterston for British Steel. (Photo: John Harris, IFL).

He also reminisced about
the days when Labour govern-
ments and union bureaucrats
could get together to stamp on
a diplomat. Only just out of
hospital and he is carrying on
his peace-making role, trying
to find a solution. An early
solution to the dispute would
be in the public interest, he
claimed.

Whysecret talks?
DURINGthecurrent NUM dis-
pute with the Coal Board and
the Tory government, a num-
ber of significant break-
throughs have been made in
the working class trade union
movement. The mighty power
of trade unionism has once

- again.cometo theforefront.
The NUMhasledthis fight

magnificently throughout the
25 weeksof industrial conflict.
The president of ‘the union,
Arthur Scargill, has shown
thathe is not prepared to bow
down to the waffling Tory
media, but is intent on taking
the miners and the whole of
the workingclass a step nearer
the goal of a true socialist
society.

Demo
Sept 15

A major NUMrally is to be
held in Nottingham on Satur-
day September15. It will coin-
cide with an NUJ demon-
stration against the city’s
scab printing firm T. Bailey
Forman whichis at the centre
of the long-running dispute at
the Richmond Times group of
papers owned by TV broad-
caster David Dimbleby.

‘Following this a solidarity
week of support for the NUM
begins on Monday, September
17. called by the East Mid-
lands TUC.Threerallies have
already been planned for Fri-
*2v, September21. in Notting-
-. Derby and Chesterfield.

 

rv 
 "lgether wine semes of meet-

ines throughoutthe week.
A call has been made for

industrial action where
possible in support of the
miners that week, together

- -with -the stepping-up of cash-
and food collections.

Chris Hickling,a Striking
minerfrom Hucknall,
Notts, writes about secret
negotiations

Two points arise though to
make you stop and thinkabout
how far the NUM is prepared
to go. The first is a question

 

which only Mr Scargill himself
can answer. Whyis he not tak-
ing the dispute to its ultimate
conclusion by calling for a
general strike?

By not coming out and
demanding the full support of
other unions in a_ general
strike he is leading the miners
on a road which may have at
the end of it a sign saying
Rest in Peace.

Maybe MrScargill thinks
that to involve the high
poweredblood sucking leeches
that form the TUC hierarchy
may, as has been donein the
past, lead to a massivesell-out
of the NUM.

The second point to think
about is the secret talks that
have taken placebehindclosed
doors. The rank andfileof the
NUMhave an idea what has
goneonin thesetalks,but not,
as we should have, a full
report from the NEC. In the
situation the miners face now,
secrecy will breed ‘discontent-
ment and suspicion. The rank
and file must have complete
knowledge of what is happen-
ing.

Arthur Scargill is one of the
finest trade union leaders of
all time, but on this his con-
duct is in danger of becoming
less thaninspiring.

The rank and file are the
union and therefore should be
aware at all times of what is
being discussed as to their
future.

The rank and file must say
that if anything is done to
jeopardise the winning of the
dispute thentheywill organise
and fight to thebitterend.

 

By Stan Crooke
strikes: ‘‘There’s a lot of
sneering about beer and sand-
wiches at Downing Street.
But I look back on that with
pride, as a time when minis-
ters saw their job assettling
disputes, rather than allowing
them to escalate beyond
redemption.”’

Smith, like his hero Orme,
was clearly opposed to the
escalation of the dispute
needed to achieve victory for
the miners. And so too was
Scottish TUC General Secre-
tary Jimmy Milne, who
opened his speech- with an
attack on a Socialist Organiser
leaflet distributed at the con-
ference which had criticised
Milne’s call for ‘tan amicable
resolution of the outstanding
difficulties between the Coal
Board and theNUM”’.

By ‘‘amicable resolution’’,
he explained, he merely meant
a ‘‘solution acceptable to
both the miners and the
NCB’’. But, especially by this
stage in the dispute, it is
nonsense to believe there can
be a ‘‘solution’’ acceptable to
both sides. Not for Milne,
though, who concluded” by
stressing thata ‘‘settlementto
the strike has to be found’.

Scottish miners’ leader Mick
McGaheystressed the readi-
ness of the NUM tohold talks
and the need to ‘‘find a solu-
tion, but it must be a princi-
pled solution. There will be
secret talks but no_ secret
deals.”’

He also called for

 

“the
quickestpossible solution, but
a principled solution which
meets the needs not only of.
the Scottish miners, but also
of the Scottish economy and 

able de

the Scottish people.’’
But how can there be a

solution in theinterests of both
the miners and the capitalist
economy in the Scottish
region?

Although some of the
speakers from the floor did
take up the need to go beyond
merely financial and moral
support and raised the need
for more extensive blacking
in particular, as wellas solid-
arity strike, such calls were
overshadowed by the
emphasis of the platform
speakers on the need for ‘‘a
solution in the public interest”’
and ‘‘a principled solution’’.

What was not said at the
conference was asstriking as

 

Dear comrades,
By any means necessary?

(SO editorial, no. 193). No, not
by any means. necessary —

but by the best meansto build
working class__solidarityagainst MacGregor, theTories
and their police thugs. The
way to do that is to organise
serious mass pickets at the
targets that matter. Llanwern,
Orgreave, Hunterston, the
Trent Valley power stations —

if these targets were hit prop-
erly by successful and sustain-
ed mass pickets the miners’
strike would be shortened by
months.

It is not guod enough to
counterpose the SWPfetish of
‘mass pickets and nothing
else’ to guerrilla actions
against scab trucks. You claim
“There is no evidence of a
drift by militant miners into
indiscriminate petty terrorism
and away from masspicket-
ing’’.

Absolutelyright, comrades,
but only because there has
been no consistent mass
picketing in the first place.
The prime targets have been
ignored: the Yorks NUM
leaders have shied away from
a serious fight at Orgreave;
the South Wales leaders have
followed: suit over Llanwern;
the Scottish leaders at Ravens-
craig.

None of themhave taken the
mass picketing of power
stations seriously. There have
been one or two days when
pickets have turned up in
numbers, but not the kind of
sustained picketing needed to

pport the dockers’fight against use of‘scab labour

LETTER

The best wayto fight

al? 

 
what was said: Astoundingly
there was no discussion
of the start of the Scottish
docks strike that same day
and its implications for the
miners’ fight, despite its
potential significance!

The ‘‘conference’’ did not
makea serious analysis of the
present stage of the dispute
nor properly discuss how to
escalate support for it. Apart
from a few calls from the floor
for stepping up support, it
settled for a ritualistic state-
ment of support coupled with
pleas for the speediest pos-
sible settlementof thedispute.
Yes, we need a settlement:
on the basis of a clear victory
for the NUM.
 

bring theseplacesto a halt.
The editorial’s claim that in

these circumstances, it is
alright to resort to hit and run
raids is so much nonsense.

We’ve had the sabotage,
now let’s have the kind of
picketing we need to stop
these places — the kind of
mass picketing that socialists
throughout the labour move-
ment can build on and use to
call for support in their own
workplaces.RememberSaltley
Gates!

In comradeship,
MARTIN BARCLAY,Cardiff

Editor’s reply
Martin Barclay mixes up a numberof
things. The subject of the editorial
was whatattitude we should take to
sabotageactivitiesto put scab trucks
out of action, etc. An assessment of
the state of mass picketing — wheth-
er it has been adequate, or needs to
be radically stepped up — that is a
separate question, which I won’t try
to deal with here, though I think
Martin is mainly right in what he
says aboutit.

There is no evidence that smash-
ing up scabtrucksat their bases nec-
essarilydiminishes the level of mass
picketing. Andit is not the same sort
of thing as the South Wales decision
to go for the stuntof occupying the
sequestrators’ office in Birmingham
instead ofa local picket.

Right now the cutting edge of the
propaganda waragainst the miners
and against solidarity with the
miners focuses on ‘violence’. It is
necessary to defend the right of the
miners to fight back in every way
necessary — on the picket lines and,
if striking miners so decide, in the
loading yardsof scab truckers.

That wasthepointoftheeditorial.
JOHN O°M AHONY

 

the miners’ expenses.

   
 
  ‘Golden

Birch
FromtheFinancialTimes
AN appeal to more than 10(
leading British businessmen
has raised over £30,000 in the
past three weeks in support of
a fund for miners who wantto
go backto work.

The money, whichis still
flowing in, has come from
their own pockets and not from
their companies. It is under-
stood the cash is being used to
pay the legal fees and other
expenses of miners such as
Mr Chris Butcher, the man

  

«knownasSilverBirch.
Some of the moneyis expec-

ted to go towards paying the
costs of Mr Bob Taylor and
Mr Ken Foulstone, the two
South Yorkshire miners who
are taking legal action against
the National Union of Mine-
workers, seeking, among other
things, a national ballot on the
strike.

‘The cash is being put into a
fund held by Hodgkinson and
Tallents, a firm of solicitors
in Newark, Nottinghamshire.
The firm is acting for M
Taylor and Mr Foulstone in
their legal action.

Appeal
A written appeal for. money

to help the anti-strike miners;
is being circulated among;
chairmen,chiefexecutives and
managing directors of major]
companies. The appeal isi
thoughtto have goneto senior
people in manufacturing -and
commercial companies, clear-
ing banks, merchant banks!
and insurance groups.

The appeal is headed by a
quotation from. Edmund
Burke: ‘‘All that-is néededfor
evil to triumph is that good
men do nothing.’’ It -goes
on to point out that striking}
miners and NUM pickets
are receiving financial suppo
from sympathetic local coun-
cils, from collections at fac-
tory gates and from other
sources.

“‘On the other side are the
Nottinghamshire and

_
other

miners who have carried onl
working,’ the appeal says.
“They are nowactivelytrying
to persuade miners in othe
coalfields to return -to
work.”’

“But they are stretched
for funds to pay for petrol,
telephone bills, postage an
printing. They have already
scored a significant victor
with their injunction agains
the NUM.However, the lega
fees are likely to be very sub
stantial and at a level the
cannot possibly afford to mee
themselves.

‘They therefore need hel;
not least because they are i
the frontline fighting for wha
we believein and they need t
know they havefriends.”’

The appeal ends with
request for recipients to mak
personal contributionstoward:
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mKiveton Park

Swamped bypolice!
N

 
KIVETON PARK is one of the
Coal Board’s main targets. in their
attempts over the past week and a
half to.crack the strike in the
Yorkshire coalfield. The scabbing
operation started last Wednesday,
and since then the village has
closely resembled the Notts pit
villages.

The police are now swamping
the village. They keep 24-hour
watch outside scab houses, and
threaten to arrest anybody who
even shouts ‘scab’. They offer
kids sweets and ice-creams, in
return for information. At the
weekend video cameras were
installed all over the pit yard
where the police are now based.

The number of scabs going in
is important for propaganda, not
production. Only ‘two of. the
seven scabs on Tuesday are under-
ground trained. They are
deployed on cleaning the bath-
houses. The Area Director has
been down to address them. They
have been wined and dined, and
offered the possibility of hotel

 

WEhad heard that theremight be
some men movedin, and we had
had instructions from the NUM
headquarters in Barnsley to picket
our own pits from Monday. On
Wednesday all the pickets had
arrived by 4.30 am.

We were all down the bridge
end,at the entrance to the pit. We
hadnobody at the other end —

we thought the Coal Board would
take the scabs down the main
entrance to get. full propaganda
value, to show people how easyit
was to get to work.

At 6.45 a reporter from Radio
Sheffield asked us about the
police presence at the other end
of the village, so two of us got in
my car to go and check.All I saw
at the entrance were five or six
reporters and television people,
and two pickets. I parked at the

_
pit gates — the next minute the
police were on us

Two inspectors in particular
seemed to have gone off their
trolley -— obviously we had
stopped something.“Youf .. .ing
bastards. Get them. Get them.”

got to both sides of the
car, hands inside slamming them
up against the face — “you
f
.. ing bastard, who do you think

One of them then threw one
of the pickets, and a sledge
hammer, into the car. ‘Get in
there’. He also threw in a pick-
axe handle, which was on the
floor, One said: ‘Get in there
before you get arrested’, The
other was. saying. ‘No, arrest

Policeman holding the sledge-
hammer which was thrown into
Albert Bownes’car.

accommodation as an alternative
to staying at home. Additional
insurance has been taken out on
all their property by the NCB.
They are walled off from the

’ pickets — even the miner who
scabbed on Wednesday and then
retracted, is not allowed to talk
to them.

The response from thevillage
has been overwhelming. On the
picket line, NUM members who
haven’t been active in the strike
so far are joining women, chil-
dren and old people.

The police tactic has been
intimidation. On the first day of
scabbing, last Wednesday, the
police made a number ofarrests,
including NUM branch delegate
Albert Bowns. The media was
then full of pictures of Albert’s
car, together with weapons and
talk of violence and riot. Albert
Bowns and his comrade were
held in solitary confinement for:
over 30 hours. On Friday he
explained whatreallyhappened.

HowI wasjailed
them.”

Three or four SPG fellas came
down with riot gear on. The
police got us out of the car then
and into an SPG van. As we were
pulling away I noticed that the
cops had got my brief-case out,
and some were reading an old
mapin it.

They wouldn’t allow usto talk
to each otherin the van, and they
kept us separated for the 30 odd
hours that we wereiffWe weren’t
allowed to see a solicitor, or make
a phone call or anything; until
three hours before we were
released. They kept us in separate
cells and solitary confinement —

the first time we were allowed to
talk to anybody was 3 o’clock on
Thursday afternoon. 

AlbertBownes

They said they believed I had
conspired to cause criminal
damage with “one Ernest
Warner”, that I was there as a
look-out while he was supposed
to have done damage to this
barrier. I told them I hadn’t seen
anything,and had only been there
2-3minutes before being set on.
“They said, “We did find in

your car a sledge hammer and a
pick-shaft handle which we
believe has been used in the past
by pickets to attack police, and
broken glass shards, bolts, petrol
can, broken hack saw blades...
all things that have been used to
attack police with, or were going
to be so used.”

I said “all the things you
found. in my car were what you
wouid find in anycar, particularly
those that hadn’t been cleaned
out, on a regular basis”. They said

Lee they. had..found,a, diagram which, J

 
Silverwoodcolliery: police grab a picket. (Photo: John Harris, IFL}
they supposed was of thepit lane,
with various obstacles outlined to
stop the police and the men going
to work. I said that there were
that many documents in my bag,
many of them not mine. They
said that in another document I
had alluded to three buses being
burnt, and had stated that it gave
the pickets a bit of a morale
boos: er.

I] said “that’s probably
correct” — they were notes of a
speech I had made — “‘but there
are other pamphlets against Cruise
missiles, for ban the bomb and
anti-apartheid — are you going to
say that I’m responsible for all
the demonstrations on_ these
issues?” It went on for about 1%
hours.

The bolts, for example, were
specially made ‘for. our branch
banner, and there are that many
people who can vouchsafe that I
usually carried them round in the
boot of my car. But they said I
was going to use them against the
police. They found spare petrol,
and talked about me making
petrol bombs, but there were no
glass bottles in the car. I’ve always
got petrol in my car because I’ve
run outof it-that many times.

They made other accusations,

Fringe
meetings

THE National Campaign
Against the Police Bill is
organising meetings at both
the TUC Conference in Brigh-
ton and the Labour Party
conference at Blackpool.
Both meetings are entitled
“Towards a_ police state:
policingtheminers’ strike’’

The TUC meeting will be
held at The Old Ship, Kings
Road, Brighton and speakers
will include Dennis: Skinner
MP (Labour Party), Paul
Boateng (GLC Police Commit-
tee Support Unit), and Cecil
Gutzmore from the Campaign.

There will also be contribu-
tions from the NUM, the
Greenham women and

_
the

Campaign Against Criminalis-
ation and Deportation of Black
Youth. The meeting will start
at 7.30 pm on September5.

 
including that I had sent out all
the pickets the night before with
pick-axe handles. The police said
they had seen large numbers of
pickets with these running away
— but they hadn’t arrested any! I
believe there were two pick-axe
handles, which had been
scrounged out of the yard,

Tuey asked me if I deployed
pickets, and I said yes. “Then
you’re responsible for what they
do”. I said: “In no way — we’re
all part of a union, we act collec-
tively and take collective
decisions. We’re not like the
South Yorkshire police. We don’t
just stand in a straight line, we
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don’t commit acts regardless of
their effects on other people.
Miners are free-thinking indiv-
iduals who do what they want.”

Insufficient
“They then freed me, because

they had insufficient evidence to
remand me,

What they showed on tele-
vision that night — it had all been
chopped about, so it came across
completely different. They didn’t
show that the police had opened-
the door of my car and thrown
the pick-axe handle in. In the
newspaper they showapicture of
 

  
my car with “weapons used by
pickets found in pickets’ car”. We
wanta retraction.

The police say they’ve got a
video, but, in fact they can’t use
it because it will show all the
actions of the police — the way
they came to my car and
thumped us, opening the door,
throwing the hammer and shaft
in, and throwing Ernest Warner
in.

They have made no charges —

my bail sheet just says that I
have to reappear in three weeks
time. They'llprobably be working
on it and will maybe come up
with something.

Police used to break strike
ALL THIS talk about scabs in
South Yorkshire! There’s two at
Silverwood, six here, four at
Armthorpe, a couple more at
Gascoigne, about 16 altogether.
We worked out that at this rate
it would be 300 years before
Yorkshire miners were back at
work! :

It’s made the strikers furious.
It’s increased our pickets — we
have lads down the lane now we
haven’t scen from week one. A lot
have come to defend their own
pit, of course. Over 500 were al
the branch meeting. The fecling
nowis to defend their own pit at
all costs. If L. was to say tomorrow
— leave the pit and all go down to
Notts, I don’t think they would
be very happy about it.

I think now we should. go on
the attack. | think we should
withdraw all safety cover, which
means we stop the British Associ-
ation of Colliery Managers as well.
If we do that at S50 odd pits, it
meansthepolice have to get them
in. It’s what happenedat Rossing-
ton before. | belicve they did it at
Manvers in support of us and Sil-
verwood on Wednesday. A resolu-
tion from Treeton came up about
this two weeks ago in response to
the threats.

] think it’s imperative it’s done
now. Hf you doit, 50 pits have to
have a very large police force to
get BACM in. If you don’t have
BACM youcan’t get the scabs in,
because nobody will supervise
them.

itv’s fomenting all the time.
There’s women and kids down
there now, in the morning.
There are one or two who have
thrown stones in the evening, but

 

By Albert Bownes
 

Pve told them to desist because
we don’t want to alienate the
village. We can deal with these
scabs after the strike is over,although I doubt if any will be at
the pit. They’ll have to pay them
off.

At Silverwood, the pit has
been taken over by the police —

that is now their headquarters.
That’s where they: came from this
morning. The union office there is
opposite the pit gates, and they’ve
been able to use the phone facili-
ties from the pit all through the
strike, up until the day the scabs
were brought in.

They were then told it was cut
off so they went to see the
colliery mzenager who said “It’s
out of my hands now,the police
have takeover the colliery”’.

The police are being used to
break our strike, and the main
weapon is to get men into work.
They’ve tried that long drawn out
thing and it didn’t work, so
they’ve got to do something

before the TUC.-
If they say there’s a drift back

in Yorkshire then there will be
a reluctance even among those
taking the middle line and who
are wavering. They want a few at
each pit — it'll be impossible, but
they'llhave a good try. What they
are doing is generating more anger
and more miners are getting
directly involved.

The press talk about ‘picket
riot’. But there was not one brick
thrown. They charged up the
lane, after~they got us, andpushed everybody up onto the
road. We've got. that manyharass-
mentcases. One ofthosearrested
— he’s got two gouges on his
arms, fromhandcuffs;little lumpsOut of his leg; and he had just had
a vasectomy, they kneed him in
the groin and openedhis stitches
up.

There was no riot.at our pit
because they took us by surprise,
no retaliation at all. They
managed to get one barricade
across, but that was just pushed
aside. On the film — you could
see the van going in and not a
picket in sight!

-  Policewatch
Sheffield Police watch: 73, West Street, Sheffield $1 4EQ.
Kent
Grieg Spall, 0227 66822.
Nottingham
Presence: c/o Ivan Wels, 11,
ham.

police monitoring group: Richard De Friend or an

Osborne St., Sherwood, Notting-.

-

Ollerton strike HO is collecting statements about police be-'
haviour: Mansfield 862790.
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Co-ordinating Committee Against the Police |
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_IN PARTonewe saw how a
great waveof strikes erupt-
ed in Poland in August
1980, paralysingthePolish
Stalinist state. The working
class pushedtheofficial
police state ‘trade unions’
aside and created theirown
organisations.

Alexis Carras’s account
of thestrike resumesat the
point where thegovern-
ment has beenforced to
negotiatewiththepowerful
strike Committee — in fact,
a greatparliamentof the
Polish workers— centred
on theLenin shipyard in
Gdansk.
 

When Jagielski (who took
over as deputy prime minister
and chief governmentnegotia-
tor from Tadeusz Pyka) met
the inter-factory strike com-
mittee in Gdansk for the first
time on thenight of August 23,
he was full of the bluster and
bureaucratic haughtiness
acquired through years. of
ruling over the working class,

_

accountableto no-one.
To the individual demands

of the strikers’ representa-
tives, contained in their 21
points, he would answer with
insulting dishonesty.

Abolitionof censorship? But
‘we’ need censorship for the
security of the state.It is a key
element in the ensemble of
‘our’ social institutions. And
of course there is always the
problem of pornography.

Release of political prison-
ers? .

Jagielski would gaspin dis-
belief. Had he heard’ the
strikers correctly? Everyone
knew there were no political
prisoners in socialist Poland.

Working class family allow-
ances in line with those
received by thepolice?

Whatingratitudeon thepart
of these workers who could not
understand the difficult
domestic life of policmen, due
to their irregular work shifts!

(And what about us night
shift workers? asked oneof the
strikers. Jagielski shut up at
thatpoint).

,

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
   
 
   
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

Fool us

As one of the workers
put it, ‘“He hasn’t understood
anything. He thinks we’re a
load of asses, that he can
easily fool us. He forgets that
we have the experiences of
1956, 1970 and 1976...

.
all

that’s nothing to him. But

‘ing us all right!
major demand on

hich theworkerswereintran-
igent

.
was independent

ade unions. The bureaucracy
aulkedatthis.
Democratisation of

existing ‘trade
Greater workerparticipation in
the existing factory commit-
tees, alongside the managers
and other assorted hacks?
Yes! But free trade unions
wereoutof thequestion.

They would without any
doubt undérmine one of the
bureaucracy’skey instruments
for controllingthe workers and
making sure that any demands
and complaints, after their
initial airing, would be quietly
buried in a file, in the office of
some careerist who probably
had never seen the shop floor
in his life.

The negotiations were sus-
pended for several days and
finally resumed on Tuesday

26. but only after the
lifted the tele-

ade oi: Gdansk.
2 remarkable

‘= the government's
towards the strikers.

y  ultimatums that
Walentyno-

the
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unions’?

ie

wisz and Gwiazda should be
excluded from the negotiating
team were quietly forgotten.
Regional party boss Tadeusz

' Fizbach-wasnow full of good-
towards the strékers,

whose actions are not really
directed. against the people's
state’’, and whose _frustra-
tions were perfectly under-
standable given “‘theplanning
mistakes, the overcentralisa-
tion and the imperfections in
socialist democracy’’.

However, by that very
evening the negotiations
were off again. Jagielski was
prepared to go only as far as
recognising the rightto strike,
but not free trade unions. It
probably had occured to Jagi-
elski that this was not much of
a concession, since whetheror
not the government recog-
nised the right to strike, hun-
dreds of thousands of workers
up and downthecountry over
the last two months were in
practice affirming and defend-
ing that mostbasic class right,
and had shaken the govern-
ment and the party from top to
bottom.

Jagielski hurried back to
Warsaw to confer with his
cronies at a summoned Polit-
buro meeting.

_

Negotiations only started
again two days later, on

will
6c

August 28. If the authorities’

During theoccupation

  aim wasto isolate the Baltic
workers, in particular those in
Gdansk, to slowly whittle
away their nerve and force
them to return to work short of
gaining their major demand —

free trade unions — this tactic
was manifestly beginning to
fail.

The Gdansk and Szczecin
workers

.
remained solid,

Talks suspended
On that same evening, the

talks were suspended again,
with the government com-
pletely unwilling to concede
free trade unions. The atti-
tudes of sections of the bur-
eaucracy,previously willing to
go along with the ‘soft line’
negotiators, began to harden.

Jankowski, the new head of
the state controlled ‘trade
unions’, who replaced Szyd-
lak, and Wojciechowski,
head of Interpress, again
began to hurl accusations of
extremism, and, mouthing
their peculiar variantof ‘Marx-
ist’ and working class phrase-
ology, violently insisted on the
need to defend the ‘unity of
the trade union movement’

But the bureaucracy was
quickly shaken out of its
inertia and its playing for time
by events in other parts of the
country.
 

On August 29 the giant
steelworks of Huta Warsawa
went on strike. In Wroclaw
over 30 factories created their
own Inter-factory Committee,
and reports were that the
strike was spreading.

Bydoszez, t50 km_south-
west of Gdansk, was paralysed
by strikes. In the Cegielski
factory at Poznan, one of the
largest in the city, a 48 hour
strike in solidarity with the
Gdansk and Szczecin workers,
and a call on the government
to meettheir21 demands.

The previous disdain of the
Gdansk workers at the docile
attitude of the Silesians now
began to be dispelled. The
Gdansk workers used to say,
what can you expect of the
Silesians, stuck down there at
the bottom of their mines,
whereas thhe Baltic workers,
living at the edge of the sea,
were alwaysopen to newhori-
zons. This sense of regional
superiority now became
increasinglyirrelevant.

Faced with the spread of the
strike wave, the government
rushed to sign an agreement
with the MKS. By Saturday
morning, August 30, a pact
was made. Over the public
address system in the Lenin
shipyard, which had

_
been

used throughout the negotia-
tions to keep the rank andfile
workers in touch, with live

 

 

transmissions of the talks, the
agreement was announced.

Jubilationin the strike com-
mittee, which numbered hun-
dreds of delegates. Outside
in the shipyard, on the streets
in front of the Lenin works, the
response was moreunsure.

Many questioned the
sincerity of the government’s
promises. Otherswere worried
by the’first reports of -the
terms of the agreement.

Wasit really true that the,
agreementsaid that the trade
unions recognised the ‘Tead-
ing role of the Communist
Party’? and as for the free
trade unions, were they to
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cover only Gdansk? What
about the rest of the country?
What about the imprisoned
KOR members?

Above all, there was the
feeling that the great carnival
of working class freedom of
the last few weeks wag now
about to end. The return to
work,thereturn to the normal
daily grind of the factory
routine. .

During the strike, the area
in and around the Lenin yard
had been transformed into
an island of freedom. Delega-
tions from all over the country,
and many parts of the world
even, had come to Gdansk.
Actors and singers would   
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At theLenin shipyard

 e andperform in the open,
ry day something.new, and

pve all the fear that had
ked the life of workers for
many decades was no

wer there.
ould that remain the case

the return to work,
en the workers’ were
fttered throughout
_

their
ividual factories?
it was these uncertainties
ich forced Walesa to cancel
talks and the signing of the
eement on Saturday after-

bn, until the government
H given an answer to the
matum overthe release of

political prisoners. For a
bment it looked as though

tenuous agreement had
pken downyet again.
agielski could not believe

Only an hour before he had
dergone the humilitating
perience of trying to get
alesa and the strike*commit-

representatives to sign as
pn as possible,whereas they
isted .on reading every
gle demand and agreed
mulation out loud, one’ by
e, in front of reporters and
egates. The hapless. min-

er could only. repeat again
d again, “‘OK, I accept, I’ll
n’’.
ow yet again moredelays,
n possible breakdown.

piclski was sent packing to
immediate assurance 

Some

from the government about
the release of the KOR mem-

bers. His arrogance and self-
assurance had been totally
knocked outof him.

Jagielskiarrivedon Sunday,
the next day. After the Plenum
of the Central. Committee of
the PUWPsigned the text of
the agreement, and after a few
more delays to ensure the
release of the political prison-
ers (they were to ,be freed
starting the next day), at 4.35
on Sunday afternoon’ Jagielski
and Walesa entered the large
hall in the Lenin yard.

1000 delegates
Sitting there in complete

silence were over 1000 dele-
gates from different factories
in the region.

Walesa took the micro-
phone. ‘Dear friends,
throughoutthisstrike we have
thought of the interests of our
country, and it is of that that
we shall be thinking when we

giart work tomorrow — Sep-
‘tember 1, a date whose sig-
nificance youall know.

‘‘Have we obtained every-
thing? No, but we

_
have

obtained a lot under the cir-
cumstances. The rest we can
obtain because now we have
our trade unions. We’ve
fought to get them, not only
for us but for all the country.

 
  
   
  
  
 
  
  
   
  
 
 
    
  
 

Let's make sure we maintain
their independence. The’strike
is over."

For other Polish workers
the fight was just beginning.
Silesia, the industrial heart-
land, whose workers are the
highest paid in the country,
was continuing the strike -it
had called out of solidarity
with the Baltic workers.

They tore to-shreds_ the
government’s last hopes
that the disease of free trade
unionism would remain firmly
enclosed within the Baltic
coastal area. The Silesian
orkers were now demanding
their ownfree unions.

An MKShad been estab-
lished in the Silesian coal-
fields as well. Centred in
Jastrzebie, it grouped 26
mines and 208,000 miners, as
well as 27 other factories
representing 100,000 workers.

No pretence at delay, or
even hard-line rhetoric, now.
The government rushed to
negotiatewith the MKSdirect-
ly, and apart from granting
the same demands as at
Gdanskit agreed to negotiate
other demands such as aboli-
tion of the 4 x 6 hour shift
system, lowering ofthe retire-
ment age to SO years, a
working weekoffive days, and
the abolition of the official
trade unions. -

  

By John O’Mahony
 

Bythebeginningof Septem-
ber 1980 the workers of Poland
had won a victory unique in
history. They had forced a
tuling Stalinist bureaucracy,
behind which stood the tanks
of the rulers of the USSR, to
concede to the working class
the right to have its own free
trade unions, independent of
state control.

Short of calling in’ the
Russian army to do to the
Poles what it did to the Hun-
garians in 1956, the Polish
bureaucracyhad no choice but
to make thisconcession.

But in fact they only beat a
tactical retreat to prepare a
murderous counter-offensive.

The existence of indepen-
dent working class organisa-
tions was then and alwayswill
be incompatible with the
Stalinist system. If workers
can organise freely then they
inevitably question the perks
and privileges of the corrupt
ruling bureaucrats, they begin
to demand democratic control,
they question and oppose the
way the ruling bureaucrats
run the economy. Stalinist rule
and independent workingclass
organisations cannot coexist
together for more than a short
transitional period: that was
the lesson of history — most
recently of Czech liberalisation
in 1968 which led the Russians
to invade.

But the leaders of Solidar-
nose thought it was possible
for them to carve out a new
path of long-term coexistence
with the bureaucracy on the
basis of ‘moderation’ and
‘compromise’, with the Cath-
olic church — tolerated in
Poland as an_ independent
power after 1956 — acting as
honest broker between the
government and Solidarnosc.

It was a fatal mistake. Why
did, they makeit?

Because of the
Russian invasion.

fear of a

Below: Edmund Baluka, a socialist
jailed bytheJaruzelski regime
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What the ~

trade union.

SolidarnoseSnot dead
striking workers in August
1980 wanted was to tear the.
head off the Stalinist system.
They had the power and the
will to do it. What the workers
at Gdanskcreated was a great
Soviet — a workers’ parlia-
ment—the most democratic
ever known in Poland, which
by its very existence found
itself contesting with the
government for power in
society.

That’s what the govern-
ment said was happening,
and essentially, they were
right about that. Had’ the
strike movement developed
according to its own logic and
according to the wishes of the
vast majority of workers then
they would have displaced the
government and smashed up
all its apparatus of corrupt
administration and repression
and all the ties that bind
Poland as an unfreesatellite
to the USSR.

Memory
They didn’t do it because of

the memory of the invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968 and
of the bloody repression of the
Hungarians in 1956 — where
the workers went on a general
strike after the street fighting
was over and hadto be driven
out of the factories by the
invaders. That memory hung
like a nightmare over Poland
in August 1980. When the
Polish bureaucrats repeatedly
warned of the danger of
“provoking their  friends”’
across the border, it was no
idle threat.

Andsothe resurgent .work-
ers’ Poland which had some-
thing very close to control of
Poland in August 1980 down-
graded itself and tried to func-
tion as a trade union. It had
spectacular success. Soon 10
million workers had joined the
new union, Solidarnosc, and
the official Polish—state
“union’’ shrivelled to an
empty bureaucraticskin.

But in fact Solidarnosc was
always much more than a

As a licensed 
’

. “moderating”

popular mass opposition
movement where opposition
political parties were banned,
it inevitablyplayed theroleof
a political opposition.

Tragicallyit held to the per-spective of indefinite coexis-
tence with the—Stalinist
system. The alternative was
insurrection and, as the only
alternative to being isolated
before an inevitable Russian
invasion, an attempt to spread
the movement to. the other
oppressed nations in Eastern
Europe and to the working
class in the USSR itself. And
in August 1980, Solidarnosc
had decided against that per-
spective and demobilised.

By December 1981 the
Polish bureaucrats had. made
their preparations and then
they struck. Martial law was
declared, thousands of Solid-
arnosc :activists rounded up
and interned. Strikes broke
out, but the repression proved
effective, partly becauseof the

role of the
Catholic church_hierarchy
which, from August 1980 until
today, has consistently
strengthened its own position
and its modusvivendiwith the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

And that’s how the Polish
bureaucratsare in a position to
send scab coal to Britain to
‘help break the miners’ strike
and the heroic Silesian coal
miners — some of whom were
shot dead in December 1981 —

are too repressed by Jaru-
zelski’s police state to do-
more than send messages of
solidarity to British miners.

But Solidarnosc is not dead.
It lives in theunderground.
the Polish workers movement
will rise again — nothing is
more certain than that. The
‘message spelled out to the
bureaucratsc the 1980 strikes
is still true and clear, despite
the terrible blows and_set-
backs our movement in
Poland hassuffered: your time
of lording it over the working
class like bloated capitalists
hasn’t much longer to run.
Your days are numbered.
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For the first half-century
after the United States was
founded 200 years ago, its
policies were dominated by
aristocrats from the longer-
settled areas. The Democratic
Party originated in a revolt
against thatdomination by the
more newly-settled West and
the middle class in the grow-
ing cities of theEast.

They elected Andrew Jack-
son as president in 1828.
Jackson — thefirst president
who went “‘from a log cabin to
the White House’’ — alarmed
the wealthiestcitizens by abol-
ishing the Bank of the United
States (US equivalent of the
Bank of England). ‘‘Ever since
I read the history of the.South
Sea Bubble’’, (a famous
swindle of the 18th century) he
explained, ‘‘I have been afraid
of banks.”’

The Democrats — and in
particular Martin Van Buren,
their leader in New York —

originated most of the tech-
“ niques of modern party poli-

tics. The New York Demo-
crats, indeed, believed that
efficient party organisation,
linked to a ‘‘spoils’’ system for
allocating public offices to the
election winners was in and of
itself democratic. The party
policies were secondary; but

| the party organisation could
enable ‘the people’ to chall-
enge the long-established
wealthyfamilies.

Within this doctrine of the
supremacy of the party
machine, the Democrats
spread their net wide enough
both to win support from a
sizeable share of the upper
class and to absorb into
their ranks the world’s first-
ever self-proclaimed
workers’party.

The fate of the New York
Workingmen’sParty — which
was absorbed into a radical
wing of the Democrats in the
1830s — illustrates a recurrent
pattern in USpolitics. It was a ©

populist party, a party aspiring
to represent working people in
general as against a few rich
parasites, ratherthan a social-
ist party of class struggle.
By its definition, farmers,
shopkeepers, even industrial
capitalists, were all workers
too.

.

Such ideas of ‘‘people’s
politics’? rather than class
politics have been a recurrent
themein US radicalism.Popu-
 

  

a

The US, from many
points of view, is the
most democratic country
in the world. Yet this
capitalist democracy is an
empty democracy — be-
cause radical movements
have always, so far, been
diverted into the two big
political machines,Dem-
ocrats and Republicans.
Martin Thomaslooksat
the history.
 

lism is always unstable. It
tends to go in for quack
schemesof social reform, and
to be easily hoodwinked by
capitalist politicians who can
present themselves as ‘‘of the
people’’.

In the 19th century there
wasa realsocial basis for such
politics. Right up to 1880,
more people worked on farms
in the US than in all other
occupations combined, and as
late as 1900 nearly ten million
out of a total labour force of 29
million were farmers or their
immediate families or
“managersandproprietors’.

With newterritory constant-
ly being opened up in the
West, every wage worker
could hope to become a small
proprietor. The ideal of an
equalsociety of smallproperty
ownershad arealgrip.

The Democrats ruled almost
without a break from £828 to
the eve of the Civil -War in
1861. The issue that led to
the rise of America’s second
big party, the Republicans,
wasslavery.

The Democrats had never
wanted democracy for the
blacks (nor for the Indians).
Andrew Jackson himself was
one of the biggest slaveowners
in Tennessee.

/The issue became sharp
with growing revolts among
the slaves and with the open-
ing-up of new territories in
the West. Slavery had been
legal or illegalin the US accor-
ding to individual state law.
What would happen in thenew
states?

The Republican Party was
formedto resist the extension
of slavery.Its initial base was
among the settlers of the
Northwest, alarmed at the
prospect of newly-settledterri-
tories being made into slave
plantations rather than free
homesteads.

Under Abraham Lincoln, it
led the Union side in the Civil
War of 1861-65. The Demo-
crats split several ways, some
frankly supporting slavery,

 Dollar democracy

Manhattan Island. many people in the US dreamedofan equal society of smallproperty-owners, and cursed Wall Street for spoilingthe dream
some advocating conciliation,
and somesupporting Lincoln.

Marx and Engels most
enthusiastically acclaimed
Lincoln and the anti-slavery
war: ‘‘The workingmen of
Europe felt instinctively that
the  star-spangled banner
carried the destiny of their
class’’. So how did the party of

‘Lincoln become the party of
Richard Nixon and Ronald
Reagan? .

The Republicans dominated
US politics from 1860 through
to 1884, with the Democrats
discredited.

TheRadical Republicans —
who initially had the upper
hand — imposed military
governors on the southern
states, to reform them by
force. Blacks were given the
right to vote and brought into
politics, universal free educa-
tion was established, and
other social reforms pushed
through.

But this regime of Recon-
struction in the South soon
degenerated disastrously.
Manyofthe officials who had
moved down from the North
used the chance to line their
own pockets. And during the
hectic boom period of 1865-73
 

corruption was even worse in
the Northern states. One city
politician ripped off maybe

* $200 millionfrom New York.
Large-scale industrial capit-

alism was growing fast out of
the ‘‘property-owning. demo-
cracy’’. By the mid-1870s, the
Republicans were the party of
big business and the Demo-
crats could come forward once
again as theparty of reform.

Around the turn of the
century both parties revived
themselves by absorbing new
wavesof populist radicalism.

The Populist party, founded
in 1890, declared in its plat-
form: ‘‘Thefruits of the toil of
millions are boldly stolen to
build up colossal fortunes for a
few From the same
prolific womb of governmental
injustice we breed two classes
— paupers and millionaires

There were many elements
of genuine radicalism in this
party. It grew out of militant
farmers’ movements in the
South which had united black
tenant farmers with whites.
Although its main base wasin
the West, it had somestrength
in the South, too: and Popul-
ists courageously argued
against racism because it
divided the working people.
They demanded an 8 hour
working day and public owner-
ship.of the railways.

But they were still populist
— based on the impossible
dream ofa society of indepen-
dent small producers.

The profiteering of Wall
Street and the great corpor-
ations wasaninevitableconse-

quence of the market econ-
omy; but the populists hoped
somehowtolopoff the wealthy
few at the top and keep their
“*property-owning demo-
cracy’’ in its primitive virtue.

The Populists also tended

madea lot of their hostility to
British and. Jewish bankers.
(The US in the 19th centuryhad a hugeforeign debt).

But what led the Populists

on individual profit without its
oppressive capitalist conse-
quences. They hit on the idea
of bi-metallism.

The idea was this.The farm-

towards nationalism:immigra-
.

tion controlswere one of their
“major demands, -and

 
they: -

finally into being captured by ers were crippled by debts and
the DemocraticParty was their high interest rates. They
search for an economic quack demanded that silver be
remedy which would somehow coined for money, as well as
give them an economy based CONTINUEDNEXTPAGE
 Twosorts ofdemocracy
FRIEDRICH Engels, writing in 1891, saw the USA as an exampleof
thelimitationsof even thebestcapitalist democracy. At thattime the
USA did not even have a sizeable permanentstate bureaucracyorstanding army. Yet Engels saw a radical difference between the
USA’s democracy and the workers’ demgcracy created in the Paris
Commune, when the working class took power in Paris for two
monthsin 1871.

;

:

NOWHERE do“politicians” form a more separate and power-
ful section of the nation than precisely in North America.
There, each of the two major parties which alternately succeed
each other in poweris itself in turn controlled by people who

.

makea business of politics, who speculate on seats in the legis-
lative assemblies of the Union as well as of the separate states,
or who makea living by carrying on agitation for their party
and onits victory are rewarded with positions; . . .

It is precisely in America that we see best how there take:
place this process of the state power making itself indepen-
dent in relation to society,whose mere instrument it was orig-
inally intended to be. Here there exists no dynasty, no
nobility, no standing army, beyond the few men keeping
watch on the Indians, no bureaucracywith permanentposts or
the right to pensions. And neverthelesswe find here two great
gangs of political speculators, who alternately take possession
of the state power and exploit it by the most corrupt means
and for the most corrupt ends....

Against this transformation of the state and the organs of
the state from servants of society into masters of society — an
inevitable transformation in all previous states — the Com-
mune made use of twoinfalliblemeans. In thefirst place,it
filled all posts — administrative, judicial and educational — by
election on the basis of universal suffrage of al] concerned,
subject to the right of recaH at any time by the sameelectors.
And,in the second place,all officials, high or low, were paidonly the wages received by other workers . . .

In this way an
effective barrier to place-hunting and careerism was set up,
even apart from the binding mandates to delegates to repres-
entativebodies which were added besides.

This shattering of the former state power and its replace-
‘ment by a new and truly democratic one is described in detail
[by Marx].

From Engels’ Introduction to ‘The Civil War
‘ in France, by KarlMarx.

wevi . . 1



 
 
 

ae

 
  
 

William Jennings Bryan drew the late 19thcentury Populist movement
under theDemocrats’ wing
gold, to increase the supply
of money,make credit easier,
and break the power of the
banks.

The silver-miningcapitalists
supported this idea too, for
their own reasons! And they
built up a powerful lobby with-
in the Democratic Party. By
1896 the ‘Silver Democrats’
had the upper hand, nominat-
ing William Jennings Bryan
for president.

Bryan declared: ‘“You come
to us andtell us that the great
cities are in favour of the gold
standard: we reply that the
great cities rest upon our
broad and fertile prairies.
Burn down your cities and
leave our farms, and your
cities will springup again as if
by magic; but destroy our
farmsand the grass will grow
in the streets of every city in
the country...

Crossof gold
“Having behind us the pro-

ducing masses of the nation
we will answer their

demands for a gold standard
by saying to them: You shail
not press down upon the brow
of labour this crown of thorns,
you shall not crucify mankind
upon a crossofgold.”

That was enough for most of
the Populists.

Bryan never won the presi-
dency, but he did become
Secretary of State under
Woodrow Wilson in 1912. His
last appearance inpublic life
was to speak for the prosecu-
tion in theScopestrial of 1925,
in which a school teacher was
indicted for teaching the
theory of evolution, contrary to
the Bible.

The remarkablethingis how
many of Bryan’s ideas — the
vague identification with the
‘producing masses’, the praise
for small-town virtues. as
agaiyst the big cities, the
religious fundamentalism —

are still alive, in diluted form,
in US politics, even though
today nearly80%of the Amer-
ican people live in cities.

They can be found in
Reagan’s party, and were a
themeof Goldwater’s: ‘‘Some-
times I think this country
would bebetteroff it we could
just saw off the Eastern sea-
board and let it float out to
sea.”’ - 7

*"* ‘TheRepublicans _also had
.

 
their own infusion of populism,,
in a milder form, with the
Progressive movement. Its
themes were municipal
reform, welfare measures,
trust-busting, and imperial-
ism.

Lenin defined imperia!-
ism as the monopoly stage of
capitalism. The Progressives
wanted imperialism without
the monopolies. They presen-
ted: themselves as champions
of the natieg and the common
people — and, implicitly, of
ordinary capitalism — against
monopoly capitalism. But
capitalism breeds monopolies
like swampsbreed disease.

They got the empire: the
Philippines were made a US
colony (after two years of war
against the Filipinos); so was
Puerto Rico. Cuba and
Panama, and to varying
extents much of Central
America were made_semi-
colonies. But the trusts were
not busted.

’ Theodore Roosevelt, Pro-
gressive Republican president
in 1905-8, made a private
agreement with the great JP.
Morgan business empire. The
Morgan companies would
cooperate with anti-trust
investigations in return for a
promisethattheywould not be
harmed.

New Deal
By 1920 the Progressives

had faded and bothparties had
become solidly conservative.
But their talent for absorbing
and deflecting radicalism had
not been exhausted.

In 1932 Franklin D Roose-
velt won the presidency for
the Democrats with a cam-
paign criticising the Repub-
lican, Herbert Hoover, as a
spendthrift. But — under the
pressure of the great slump of
the ’30s, when millions were
living in shanty-towns round
the cities of the US — he
proved, paradoxically, more
radical in office than he pro-
mised. The New Deal was
pushed through, with big
public-spending programmes,
public works, and welfare
measures.

The workingclass won some
benefits from the New Deal.
More important, however, was
that the New Deal Democrats
managed to absorb the most

.

promising movesyetby theUS

working class towards inde-
pendentpolitics.

The US trade union move-
ment expanded enormously
and waged hugestruggles in
the mid-’30s; but it never got
to the point of forming its own
labour party. Many factors
led to thatresult, including the
policy of theCommunist Party,
whichstill had the reputation
of a genuinely revolutionary
party but in fact had been
corrupted and diverted by
Stalinism. The result, how-
ever,. was that yet another
move for radical politics had
been absorbed, via the ideol-
ogy of populism,into the exist-
ing system.

Soon enough the Democratic
Party was once again solidly
conservative. A Democratic
president dropped the atom
bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, opend the Cold
War, and sent US troops to
Korea.

Blackrevolt
A Democratic Congress

passed the anti-union Taft-
Hartley Act in 1947.

Through all the apparently
radical phases of the Demo-
cratic Party, its most solid
voting base had been thewhite
racists of the South. Insofar as
blacks had got to vote at all,
they had mostly been for the
Republicans. But the Demo-
crats’ most recent operation in
absorbing popular protest has
been in the black communit-
ies. They are counting on a

huge majority of the blackvote
for Walter Mondale.

1

The process began in 1948,
when Strom Thurmond (now
a Republican) led a Southern
Democrat split to form a
‘States’ Rights’’ party. But as
late as 1960 the Democratic
candidate — Kennedy — still
had his major base in the
South.

It was only in 1964, after
great struggles had forced the
Democratic administration to
do something about imple-
ment'ngcivil rights for blacks,
that the black vote swung over
to the Democrats and the
Southern white racist vote to
the Republicans.

Classpolitics
Part of the reason for the

character of US politics is the
elaborate system of checks
and balances built into the
‘constitutionby its 18th century
authors, who feared: strong
centralised government. The
president can obstruct Con-
gress, Congress can obstruct
the president, the Supreme
Court can obstruct both, and
the individual states can
obstruct any federal decision.
The end result is that change
can be brought about only by
very militant campaigns —

such as the blacks waged in
the 1960s — or by behind-the-
scenesconsensusin the ruling
class. Electoral politics is
merely the means for gaining
consent to whatever has
already been decided, and for
deciding which contender gets
the spoils ofoffice.

But Britain is not so much
different. And the leaders of
the Labour Party — with all
their talk about ‘‘common
sense’’ and ‘‘the national
interest’’ — use the samesort
of debased populism as their
stock-in-trade as do US
politicians. Our advantage is
that the Labour Party, through
its trade union connections,is
anchored to something other
than the career ambitions of
its leaders.

ManyLabour leaders would
like to let slip that anchor. Our
job is not only to stop them
doing that, but to tip them
overboard, and fight for a
leadership.that.will. represent

- classpolitics.
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Eugene Debs got nearly one million votes as Socialist candidatefor pre

 
1912. But the US workingclassis still crippled politically by not havin, 

TAKEyourpick. Any one of a
dozen features of the US
Republican Party’s recent con-
vention was enough to con-
demn the leading party in the
world’s richest, oldest capital-
ist democracy.

It could be their commercial
for Ronald Reagan: brought up
with small-town virtues and
‘‘pro-defence, pro-America,
anti-socialism and anti-
liberalism”’. It could be the
Republican platform, with its
call for the death penalty, for
a ban on abortions, and for a
return to the economics of the
early ‘30s by putting the dollar
back on thegold standards.

Or it could be the well-
heeled delegates’ wild cheers
for every reference to the US
invasion of Grenada.

The way the Republican
Party presented itself could
almost make youthinkthat the
Democrats must be better
— orat least the lesserevil.

In fact there is little differ-
ence between Democrats and
Republicans.

Jimmy Carter’s Democratic
administration launched the
new Cold War and the new
military build-up long before
Reagan took over. The plans to
site Cruise and Pershing
missiles in Europe, and the US
involvement in E] Salvador,
both date back to Carter’s
time, as does the Rapid
Deployment Force for the
Middle East.

The Democratic platform
now differs from Reagan’s
policies mostly in tone and
emphasis. It is thoroughly
conservative on social ques-
tions.

Or look back to 1964. The
Republican candidate was
Barry Goldwater, a self-pro-
claimed right wing extremist
(‘extremismin the defence of
liberty is no vice’’).

Radicals were particularly
alarmed by Goldwater’s call
to extend the US warin Viet-
nam (then relatively low-key)
and bomb North Vietnam.

But what did the Democrats
do?

;Lyndon B. Johnson — who
became president after John
F. Kennedy’s assassination in
1963 — had already sent US
bombers over North Vietnam
in August 1964. After his re-
election as. president, he
massivelyincreased the bomb-
ing. In May 1965 US combat
troops(as distinct from ‘military
advisers’) were officially sent
to Vietnam. By the middle of
1968 therewere over half a
millionUS troops there.»

party.No choic
or worke!
 

Martin Thomaslooksat the
Reagan/Mondalecontest,
andits lessonsfor us in the
Labour Party
 

The Democrats and the
Republicans, in short, are
exactly the samesort of party.
They both represent the
bosses and bankers who rule
America. At any given time
one will present itself as more
liberal, and the other as more
conservative, for the purposes
of ‘electoral competition.
Sometimes candidates are
liberal when campaigning in
one state’ and conservative in
another — for example, Gary
Hart in the contest for the
Democraticcandidacy.

Generally the Democrats
claim to be the liberals. But
that meansverylittle.

Neil Kinnock
Elections in Britain are less

of a sham. But it is only a
matter of degree. And Neil-
Kinnock’s movesto reduce the
role of the trade unions in
the Labourparty and to trans-
form the party into more of a
personality-oriented election-
winning machine bring us
closer to the USsituation.

Forit is thetrade union base
of the Labour Party °’ which
decisively distinguishes it
from parties like the US Demo-
cratic Party. That may bediffi-
cult to believe when we look
at the rows of grey-suited,
grey-minded bureaucrats at
Labour Party conference, but
it is true.

Trade unions, however
conservative,are firmly rooted
in the working class. However
sluggish their internal life,
they cannot avoid some

Two pamphlets
ideas of Socialist
Organiser.
‘Where WeStand’
- 20p plus 16p
postage. ‘How to
fight the Tories’
- 10p plus 16p
postage. Or the
two together for
45pincluding
postage. From
Socialist Organ-
iser, 28 Middle

{ Lane, London N8
eda
RREE
Pa
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SocialistORGANISER:How to fight
the Tories

23
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as policies, from the
view of the working
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support because they
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at this or that time v

save the Labour Pa
degeneration if its 1
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Showbiz
Capitalistpolitics a

to some extent an e
dupery, and the U
highest stage of cap
this respect. A bet
ted population than
any other in the wor
long traditionof quit
tial democratic rig
duces something
scarcely politics at, |

specialisedbranchof
The Democratic cc
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in several daysofpre
had just four hours o
of political debate; tl
lican, noneatall.

The democratic p
politics is a matter «

the right phrases ar
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Deal’’, Truman h
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taking over the Co
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An eye-
opener

ki and Cillafrom Rhode-
Notts., spoke to Jean
e
NV AS really good andinter-
ng. We picked up one or
thingswe didn’t know.
Ike the film on gays and
ians. That was a real eye-her, thatone.then they said ‘weekend|
ol’, I was dreadingit a bit,
luse I thought it would be
blackboards and easels,

Sitting around discussing.
now I would comeagain.
m sure a lot of peopleld find out a thing or two

'y came to these schools.
suesare related to socia-

‘and the labour move-
|, but when you’re in aHage the topic of convers-| is just the strike. You
t go into otherissues.

\ wider
insight
| Brett, Bevercotes NUM,

illespie,Thoresby NUM,
ick McAlorum,Bever-

NUM,spoke to Alan
r.

 

:

pl
Mick said there was a

placeto come down, and
omed the chance to see
upport we have down

did you come to the
9

   
 
  
 
    
  
  
 
  
  
  

ked about a bit over my
becausethis is the first

|

I’ve been_politically
d. But it hasn’t put me

all. It has made me
determined that trade
sts shold get together
out the Tories and get a

st society.
I've found the school
informative, and I’ve
ined, because a lot of
eals are based in my
art.

of the workshops did
joy most?

he one on the South
unions, because it

e an insight into what
ions are like in other

ies compared to Britain.
is a large trade union |

ent throughout the
and a lot of socialists.

e Irish one and the one
France 1968 general

. and I’ve alwaysbelie-
Ireland for theIrish. But

d things here that I
knewbefore about the
of Ireland.

the Catholics had to
} with — the British gov-= how it oppressed

how they had two
one Protestant busi-
and only one for a_ The skilled jobs are

wy Dy the Protest-
theCatholics. -

what made me most
mf the proolers that the

face ws that ahen
to the streets im

a peaefu! Cod Rights
the RUC just waded

woh the truncheons.
they wert through.

geeg through now in
stuggle in the

so I can understand
Jems in Belfast.

 

 

 

 
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 
  
  

 
 
   
 
 
   
 
  
    

id find someof the things

 

Kim Hickling,a miners’ wife from Notts, spokein the opening plenary

AN enjoyable and successful
three days of workshops,
discussions, films and social
activities, together with fun
events for the kids, took place
over the Bank Holiday week-
end, :

Special emphasis was given
to the miners’ strike, with
plenary sessions introduced by
miners and by womeninvolved
in the wives’ support commit-
tees, and by comrades invol-
ved in the monitoring of police
violence on the picketlines.

There were workshops on
the history of the South
Wales miners, on the 1926
General

|

Strike and other
telated topics.

Other themes covered in
workshops were the oppres-
sion of women,and the history
of women’s involvement in the
labcur movement. This led toa
practical focus, completed
with a discussion about the
work in the Women Against
Pit Closures groups.

Workshops on basic Marx-
ism looked at the ideas and
work of Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Trotsky, while the work
and concerns of Marxists
today were dealt with in work-
shops on contemporary imper-
ialism and third world capit-
alism.

Vidya Anand from the
London LabourParty Regional
Executive wasinvited along to
discuss the politics of Ken
Livingstoneand the GLC.

Finally a workshop on
racism discussed the contin-
uing campaign of the Newham
7 — Asian youths arrested
in April and charged with
conspiracy for defending
themselvesand their commun-
ity from white thugs — and
made a call to. set up local
defence campaigns and to
 

Pool our ideas-
builda movement |

MOSTpeople at this weekend
school have discussed and
debated a whole range of
ideas aboutthetasks that face
us as working class socialists
and about how we

_
should

organise. We have learnt
much of different struggles
— of women, of gays, the
working class in struggle —

and how and why we must be a
part of thosestruggles.

At the moment, when we
look around us, we can see
that people are far more open
to socialist ideas and are look-
ing for answers and ways of
organising against the harsh-
ness of class society, for basic
democratic rights. Much of
this has obviously been gener-
ated bytheminers’strike.

If we look at just what that
strike has generated, one
thing which comes out most
clearly is that there is an
overall feeling of wanting
change. People are looking
for answers to combat unem-
ployment. nuclear weapons.

The question is: how do we

get that change. The miners’
strike has tested all sections
of the organised labour move-
ment.

 

Judith Bonnerspokein
the closing session of the
weekend school

Clearly it has exposed those
that pretend to be the leaders
of the workingclass.

The miners’ strike has also
tested the work, ability and
ideas of revolutionaries. Now
we must address some ques-
tions to ourselves as Socialist
Organiser supporters.

What has been our contri-
bution? How successful have
webeenin our day to day work
to create solidarity and in
helping with the miners’
fightback?

Have we properly lived up
to one of the basic principles
on which we organise — anti-
sectarianism? Basically that
means

a
refusal to be content

to stand on the sidelines of
the workers’ movement,
chanting goodsocialist slogans
and a determination to be a
part of thatmovement.

I think, and I hope others
sharethisthought, that Social-
ist Organiser has made a
valuable contribution and we

will fight to continue to do so.
Leaving false modesty aside,
I think the truth is that our
ability to organise. and con-
tribute has been second to
none.

 
Week one of the str*%e2

As we saw in thediscus-
sion about what happened in
France during the general
strike of 1968 and afterwards,
people go a long wayin terms
of political development in a
very short timejust as they are

 

Bryan Edmandsreports
 

support the picket outside the
court where the seven are due
to make an appearance on
September14.

Something over 100 people
turned up over the weekend,including a numberof miners
and theirfamilies.

A dozen of those who were
fairly new readers of Socialist
Organiser decided to make a
firm commitment to building
the Socialist Organiser Alli-
ance, andto join in the fight to
carry out its central task of
arming workers with revolu-
tionary Marxism so as to
transform the labour move-
ment.

So if all that sounds -inter-
esting (which it was!) and youmissed it then keep an eye out
for future SO events — and
better still, if you haven’t
done so already, how about
making a firm commitment to
becominga Socialist Organiser-
supporter?

7 Lofe" So

 
doing. in the course of today’s
great struggle, the miners’
strike.

.

Often they will quite spon-
taneously throw up their own
forms of organising. Women
Against Pit Closures for
example, which has created
whole networks of organisa-
tion for child minding, for
distribution of food and so on.

We want to maintain the
way weare organising, main-
tain those freedoms we have
discovered, like women being
able to get out of the home,
and more democratic ways of
organising. NUM

_
branches

have been revitalised by the
strike but they get stuck, they
cannot see howit is going to
be done. Revolutionaries can
often make an impact here
because we go beyond the
here and now.

But, and it is a big but,
often when revolutionaries
could literally find them-
selves having a huge impact
we find ourselves

_
over-

stretched becauseof our small
numbe-s, as in France in 1968
wher, .ae Trotskyistswere far
too small and overstretched to

 Ne
  

“ip, Speakers at theschool (from
top}: Susan Carlyle,Paul Whetton
(Notts miners’ rank andfile
strike committee), and Judith
Bonner

 

  

keep the momentum and
dynamic of class struggle
moving.

That is beyond ourcontrol.
We can only hope to keep
those ideas feelings
of wanting change
alive by drawing in more
people commited to their
class, committed to fighting
for change and wanting to
share their experience,
ideas, and the lessonsof their
mistakes, with other people.

Judge us and criticise us on
the basis of our day to day
work. It is on that basis that I
ask you to join with us in the
task of building that class
struggle organisation.

We have a whole wealth of
experience in this room —

the organisation of the unem-
ployed, the fight against
racism, a record in the
struggles of women, people
who every day of their lives
are faced with the harsh
realities of class society and
wantto changeit.

We need to pool the rich-
ness of our ideas, our exper-
iences and our struggle and
in doing so go out and shake
up the ldbour movement.



 STa mee inter
SCENES of terrible police viol-
ence against protestors, the
detention of leaders of the Unit-
ed Democratic Front and the
Natal Indian Congress, the
arrest of scores of other radicals,
the banning of anti-election
meetings and posters — such
wasthe familiar South African
backdrop toits newelections.

Asians and Coloureds have
beengiven thevote for theirown
racially-defined parliaments,
though they remain strictly
subordinate to the white parlia-
ment, andall three parliaments
have now beenstrictly subordi-
nated to the white Executive
President.

The mass of Africans have
been granted nopolitical rights.
The violence and arrests were
apartheid’s response to a highly
successful and militant boycott
campaign.

On Wednesday the ‘coloured’
(i.e. ‘mixed’ race) community
wereto vote for their 80 seats in
the ‘House of Representatives’.
Nationwide under 30%of regi-
stered voters turned out, and
although it was illegal not to
register only about 60%of those
entitled registered.

Registered
The vote was particularly low

amongtheone million Coloured
around Cape Town, where only
10% of those registered voted,
and only 40%registered.

Thus the representative for
Table Mountain constituency
was elected to his £24,000 a
year job with just 118 votes.
The Coloureds in this area form
the working class of South Afri-
ca’s second-largest city, and are
well organised in trade unions
which campaigned energetically
for a boycott.

The official winners in the
Coloured election were the Col-
oured Labour Party, led by the
Rev. Allan Hendrickse. His line
is to ‘attack apartheid from
within’.

Hehas certain radical creden-
tials: he was detained for 60
days around the Soweto upris-ings of 1976, and in 1977 he rej-
ected power-sharing because
Africanswere excluded.

However, his is a bourgeois
party, committed to ‘evolution-
ary politics’. Its slogan is ‘For-
ward. in Faith’. Hendrickse’s
position is that “‘you must not
only look from a black perspec-tive, but from a white perspec-tive as well. What is a small step
for us as part of theoppressedis
a gigantic leap for the privileg-
ed people in power’’.

Although Hendrickse cites
Lenin to justify participation in
the system, there is little pro-
spect that he and his party will
use their new-found position for
anything but limited reforms
and winningprivilegesfor them-
selves. It is reported that the
Coloured Labour Party has al-
ready set up its own private
army withapartheid’s blessing.

BobFine looks at the
recentelections for
Coloured and Indian
‘parliaments’
 

The Indian elections were
held on Tuesday August 28. The
turnout of registered voters was
even lower than amongtheCol-
oureds, though a much higherproportion of Indians wasregi-
stered.

The Indian community has
highlyorganisedpolitical group-ingsradicallyopposedto partici-pation in the elections, espe-cially the Natal and Transvaal
Indian Congresses. 30%of its
population of 870,000 live below
thepovertyline, butit also has a
very wealthy stratum, providing
thebase for thetwo main parties
which participated in the elec-
tion — Solidarity and the Nat-
ional People’s Party.

Bothof these seem to be quitereactionary, and have worked
with the police in beating upanti-electionprotestors.

Practically all radical opinionin South Africahas been in fav-
our of boycotting the elections.
That includesall sections of the
non-racial trade union move-
ment; the United Democratic
Front, which espouses the Afri-
can National Congress’s Free-
dom Charter; and theBlackCon-
sciousness National Forum.

For the UDF and Black Con-
sciousness, boycott of elections

.

under apartheid tends to be anabsolute principle. The trade un-
ions’ objection was more speci-

_

fic: theyare concernedabout the
divisive effects among workers
of giving the vote to Coloureds
and Asians but not to the Afri-
can majority.

The boycott of these elec-
tions, in my opinion, was both
tight and successful,put it is
important not to make'a fetish
out of boycott. It is only one
methodof struggle.

Tradeunions
Within the black workers’

movement, there are some who
are beginning to think about
how the new parliaments might
be effectively used, and what
the minimal conditions of entry
should be (e.g. admission of
Africans). Among nationalists,
the boycott is sacrosanct, and
the struggle for liberation is
absolutely counterposed to the
struggle for reforms. A state-
ment from the Azanian People’s
Organisation is characteristic:
“I’velearnedto fear reforms be-
causeit always happensthatbe-
hind reforms there is repres-sion. We are not interested in
reforms. We want liberation’’.

The workers’ movement, by
contrast, has shown on the eco-
nomic level that reforms can be
a weapon for the oppressed and
not merely for the oppressors.It
now needs to carry this prin-
ciple overto thepolitical level.

Published by
Socialist Forum
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Africa

Solidarity.
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20p post)

c/o SO,
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NALGO must back NUM
THE local government workers’ union NALGO will
be one of the crucial voting blocs in the TUC debate
on the miners’ strike. Ann Crowder, a memberof the
NALGO delegation, gave us her personal opinion:

“The TUC should give full support to the miners, both
financial and physical. It is vital that delegates support those
amendments,like the FTAT onecalling for a 24 hour general
strike, thatwould give the miners real support.

The NALGOdelegation could play a crucial role. The right
wing union leaders are hoping to get support from NALGO
after a successful move to call a national. conference on the
issue before donatingany more money to theNUM.

In fact there has been a tremendous response among
NALGO members to the miners’ strike, and the 50 branches
who pushed for the special conference are not representative
of NALGOasawhole.

The delegation meets on the Sunday before the TUC, and
should decide to support the resolutions and amendments
backingthe miners.”
 

Teachers’|BR: Electrification plus profitsvictory
By Ian McCalman

TEACHERSin Strathclyde have
scored a signal victory against
attempted intimidation by their
employers, Strathclyde Regional
Council. The teachers, led by the
main union, the Educational
Institute of Scotland (EIS) are
engaged in a wages campaign to
gain an independent- salaries
review. The first stage is a ban on
all curriculum development.

The Labour-dominated
Regional Council supports such a
review, but has refused a formal
joint approach to the government
on the unacceptablegrounds that
the union should first abandon
any form of industrial action.

The council then went on the
offensive, ordering Edward Miller,
the Director of Education to send
the schoois a letter claiming that
the teachers’ action constituted
“preaches of contract” and
threatening to dock the pay of
teachers who took such action.

The teachers’ response was
instant. As soon as teachers were
threatened with docking of pay,
their colleagues walked out and
sympathy strikes spread in
schools throughout the region.

By Thursday over 20 schools
were on strike, protests at the
regional council offices were
becoming a daily occurence. In a
few schools, pupils sent home
committed a number of acts of
vandalism and unrest spread to
the Labour Party.

Glasgow District Labour Party
unanimously passed a resolution
calling for the withdrawal of the
provocative letter. Labour Party
members were appalled that the
letter had been approved by a
41-11 vote at the: Labour Group
meeting and there was much talk
of ‘“MacGregor-style” manage-
mentin the region.

The result of these pressures
has been to extract from the
Regional Council an agreement
which effectively nullifies the
consortia proposals, accepts
withdrawal of the Director of
Education’s letter, and should
enhance the confidence and
militancy of the members for the
struggle ahead.

YORKSHIREHISTORY
WORKSHOP

YORKSHIRE History Work-
shopare organising a weekend
school/conference as part of
an attempt to make working
class history relevant and
accessible to working class
people.

It will be held at Northern
College, Barnsley, on 14-16
September.

~
Sessions will

range from ‘Unemployed
labour camps in

_
Britain,

1929-39’’, ‘The Easter Rising
of 1916’, and ‘The Women’s
Cooperative Guilds’ to ‘Orwell
in Barnsley’.

Total cost for half board is
£16, non-residents £5, strikers
free. For further information
contact Robbie Roberts, 4
Albion Terrace, Barnsley,
South Yorks.

THE government’s approvalof
a £306 million electrification
scheme for the London-Edin-
burgh route or the East Coast
Main Line (ECML)is being
presented to BRstaff as a vote
of confidencein us of which we
should beproud.

Like hell, we should!
It is true that the unions

have been pressing hard for
electrification for a long time
as the logical next step for an
efficient railwaysystem.

Electrification is one thing.
The electrification planned’by
the Tory government is
another.

Diesel locomotives are long
overdue for replacement.
Consequently maintenance
becomes a larger. and larger
part of their running costs.
Dieselis a relatively expensive
fuel. It is less efficient than
centrally generated electric-
ity.

Electric locomotives are
generally more powerful. And
there is of course the argu-
ment that the capital invest-
ment involved in electrifica-
tion — overhead cables,
catenary (i.e. overhead
structures), new rolling stock
and locomotives — would
provide work for railworkers,
increase demand from steel-
workers and (maybe) coal to
produceelectricity.

This last argument was part
of the basis of the relaunched
Triple Alliance. (You remem-
ber the Triple Alliance? It
used to have a fellow called
Bill Sirs in it).

In short, electric loco-
motives are cheaper and fuel
and maintenance.

Now most of these argu-
ments commend themselves
to the government. TheTories
are all in favour of greater
efficiency,and reducing costs.
They are even in favour of
providing work. But to the
private sector.

So they have approved this
£306 million scheme for the
ECMLin a way that signals
not a boostfor the railwaysbut
its continuing rundown. I'll
explain.

The government has not
given BR £306millionto spend
on electrification but
“‘allowed’’ it to find it from its
own resources. That means
that the £8 million profit that
BR showed last year is not
enough. Even though the £306
million is spread over seven
years to 1991, completion,
the money will have to be
found by cutting and running
down.

The biggest line threat-
ened is the Sheffield-London
leaving only local services.
Otherservices and jobs will be
cut to find the money.

 

By Rob Dawber 
The ECMLis one of the six

lines/services operated by the
Inter-City sector of BR. (BR
was divided into five sections
two years ago to separate off
the profitable or potentially
profitable — Freight, Parcels,
Inter-City — from the sub-
sidised — London and South
East, Provincial). The Inter-
City sector is instructed to-
becomeprofitable by the end
of 1985. Electrification was
approved for the ECML only
when BR demonstrated a 7%
profit onit.

And in case you hadn’t
guessed most of this £306
million — two-thirds in fact —

is going to private companies.
That is, 75% of the £170

million infrastructure costs is
going outto private tender and
BREL (Workshops) will have
to put in competitive. tenders

.for the £74 million of rolling .

stock.
The £62 million for 31 loco-

motives is already split
between BRELandtheprivate

_companyBrush. And when the
whole thing is finished that
7% profit will make it ripe for
privatisation.

Announcing the electrific-
ation scheme, BR chair Bob
— MacGregor — Reid speiled
out what they are demanding
of rail workers “‘in return’’.

“We have to do three
things:

.1. We have to meet the
revenue targets we have set
ourselves.

2. We must continue to
reduce costs throughout the
whole of our business by
improvingproductivity.

3. We mustsatisfy our cus-
tomers by providing reliable
services and the standards of
care theyrightly expect.

By these means we shall
make sure we have the cash to
fund thescheme. However, we
will undoubtedly have to cut
back if our income and expen-
diture fail to come up to expec-
tations. ,

No one wishes that. So I
hope thosewho are supporting
the NUM strike by denying
our coal and steel customers a
reliable rail service will con-
sider the long term damage
that their ‘support’ is doing to
our industry and our reputa-
tion with customers.”’

In other words if you don’t
do whatever management
asks you’ll make it more diffi-
cult for themto carry this par-
ticular project through.

We want electrification,
yes. But not at the price of the
rest of the industry and not on
our backs. And notas part of
preparationfor privatisation. 

Women for peace
September’s 10-day women’s
peace action, initiated by the
Greenham Common women,
was given a boost last week
when Derbyshire County
Council granted its 25,000
women workers time off to
take part in thepeaceaction.
Anytimetakenoff to take part
in the ‘‘10 million women for
ten days’’ peace festival
scheduled for September 20-
30, however,will be treated as
unpaid leave.

Approaches have been
madeto other Labour councils
and trade unions by the Green-
ham peace camp’s London
office for a similarresponse.

Womenthroughout Europe
are expected to take part in
peace actions over the ten day

period with numerous gather-
ings, vigils and hoped-for
strikes planned — timed to
coincide with NATO’s annual
military manoeuvres which
include -57,000 part-time
territorial army soldiers as
well as regulars, who are
being released from their jobs
to take part in thewar games.

Transport is now being
arranged by various women’s
groups in Britain to travel to
Greenham Common for
women wishing to spend time
at the peace camp over the
peaceactionperiod.

Any women

|
interested

should contact their local
women's group or telephone
the Greenham women’s
Londonoffice on 01-833-2831.



 

|
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SocialistOrganiser 
DearBrothers,

Your dispute is, like ours, in
defence of jobs. You have the
sympathy,respect and support
of every striking miner.

‘Everybody knows: that the
Tory government and the port
employers have targeted the
National Dock Labour Scheme.
Indeed, one government
minister has recently said so in
public. The first chance they
get, they will move to destroy
the “National Dock Labour
Scheme and the job security
built into it and maintained
and defended for many
decades by the struggles and
sacrificesof port workers.

We miners know thatthis is
why dockers are not ina mood -

to give them an inch ortolet
non-dockers do any dockers’
work. You have our complete
support.

We also appreciate the
solidarity dockers have exten-
ded to the striking miners over
the last months and are giving
us now.

I want to suggest the follow- —

ing points for your considera-
tion. I am secretary of the
Notts miners’ rank and file
strike committee, and it seems
to me — speaking in a person-
al capacity — that miners and
dockers are now fighting or
getting readyto fight on differ-
ent fronts of the same war to
resist the attacks of this Tory
government, the most brutal,
insensitive, unashamedly
middle-class and vindictively
anti-workingclass government
which has ruled Britain since
the Second World War. It
seemspretty certain to me that
the British Steel Corporation
would not risk a national dock
strike unless they have agree-
ment from Thatcher’s govern-
ment or are acting on
Thatcher’s instructions. In
any case, we face a common
enemy and therefore we need
to establish the closest links.

Togetherwithother sections
of the working class, but if
necessary on our own, dockers
and miners can beat the
governmenthollow.

The points and suggestions
I want to ask you to consider
are these.

1. f you decide today to.
stfike, we need to coordiante
the action of striking port
workers and striking miners.
The best way to do this would
be immediately to set up — in
areas wherethatis practicable

action committees. We should
also invite railworkers’ and
seafarers’ representatives to
join them. Rail and sea solid-
arity has been a great help to
us in ourstrike.

2. We — militants, shop
stewards andbranch officials
— should agreeto argue in our
respective industries for a
miners/dockers alliance, and
an agreementto stickfogether
until we have bothwon.

3. For miners this means,
first and foremost, defeating
the pit closure schemesof the
Coal Board and the govern-
ment, and winning a shorter
workingweek.

4. For dockers it should
first and foremost mean the
fight to stop anyoneelse doing
even the smallest job that is
now registered  dockers’
work.

But in myopinion it should
mean more.It should mean a

fight to extend the National
Dock Labour Schemetoall the
important unregistered ports. -

As you know, in the fast 15
years the pattern of trade has
shifted to-the disadvantage of
ports like Liverpool and the
now-closed-down Manchester
Ship Canal, to ports like Felix-
stowe. It is this shift that has
convinced the Tories that they
can move, now or soon, to
scraap the National Dock
Labour Scheme.

So it must be one of two
things.Eitherthe Dock Labour
Schemewillbe extendedto the
ports which are growing and
developing. Or the growth of
those ports will mean the
weakening, and

_
ultimately

tisk the destruction, of the
National Dock Labour Scheme.—————————_—_—_—_—_—_— 

 
£i1G Simon Pottinger,
anc £100 Cheung Siu Ming.

That makes our total so far £369.15.
£1630.85.

cxs for the premises func incluce:
£15 Andy Bennett, £15 Bnarn O'Nein.

3 “25s raised £248.30 — of which half went to
.

and half to our fund to enable us to get

£3 Ivan Wels.cn

Westillhave to raise

At the same time we need to keep up regular fund-raising,
especially to finance our work round the miners’ strike. But we.

have only £15 for thatthisweek — £4 Tony Serjeant, £5 Jim Den-
ham, £1 Richard Bayley,and £5 Tom Cashman.

Please send donationsto us at 214 Sickert Court, London N1.

 

Textof an appeal from
Paul Whetton, secretary
of the Notts miners’ rank
andfilestrike committee
(in a personal capacity),
distributed at the TGWU
docksdelegate meeting
on Friday 24th

If you were to decide to
fight to extend the National
Dock Labour Schemenow,I’m
sure you could count on the
actibe support of the entire
communityof striking miners,
andof course of other workers
like the railworkers.

As well as that, portwork-
ers, like miners, and like the
whole working class, face the
scourge of unemployment,
which imposesterrible suffer-
ing on our working class
communities and undermines
trade unionism. May I suggest
that you need to fight for a
shorter working week, immed-
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Back Lairds sit-in
THE OCCUPATION at Cam-
mell Lairds shipyard, Birken-
head, goes on, .and. has been
extended. into; a 24-hour,
around-the-clocksit-in.

Last week management
announced its intention to
sack all the workers involved
in the occupation. Following
that a mass picket was organ-

iately? This is one of the
NUM’s official negotiating
demands in our six-months-
old strike (though you’d never
knowit from the media cover-
age).

Weneedajoint fight for a
shorter workingweek.

5. British Steel will try to get
coal out of Hunterston. If
they do, it will not only be a
blow to the miners, but also
to the dockers. What can we
do aboutit?

We canstop them. The best
way to do that would be to
occupy the port of Hunterston,
or the ship itself. It will be far
more difficult to stop the coal
whentheyget out of the port
area. Here is a commonactiv-
ity where miners and dockers
can and should immediately
coordinate ourefforts.

Those are my main pro-
posals. They may seem to
some of you ‘extreme’. If
they are, they are ‘extreme’
proposals to meet extreme

ised as part ofan escalation of
the fight.

The masspicketwas held on
Tuesday August 28, and drew
together about 200 local trade
unionists, people organised by
the local unemployed centre,
and a lot of miners. Miners
came from North Wales, Lan-
cashire, and otherareas. 
conditions. We miners have
been on strike six months. It
has been a long and bitter
strike. In-this industrial clim-
ate, the choice workers face is
either to fight strikes seriously
andall-out, or face defeat.

Isolation and only limited
solidarity has made the
miners’ strike a prolonged and
bitter ordeal for miners and
their families. We must face
the fact that we can’t win and
defend our basic interests r
unless wefight the many: and
varied attacks of this govern-
ment as seriously as Mrs
Thatcher fights us, and with
as much commitment.

United, dockers and miners
can massively augment and
increase each others’ strength.
We must unite. Unity will
bring us victory.

Thank you, brothers, for
yourattention.

Yours sincerely,
PAUL WHETTON.

Secretary, Notts miners’
rank and filestrike committee

The pickets were met by ab-
out 200 back-to-work -cam-
paigners, led by a Cammell
Lairds version of Silver: Birch.
But the mass picket was suc-.

The back-to-workers.°cessful.
were shouted down, and man-
agement was forced to advise
its workers to take theday off --

and go home.
.

~ It was then that the occupa-
tion was extended into a 24
hour one. The next challenge
will obviously be management
slapping writs on the workers
from the High Court. They
have been snooping around
trying to identify people, with
the probable intention of deci-
ding whoto put thewrit on.

People are needed to defend
the occupation if or when man-
agement goes to the courts.
Birkenhead unemployed cen-
tre are compilinglists of peop-
le who can becalled on to join
the occupation to defend it
when the threat comes. The
occupation needs active sup-
port and solidarity now more
than ever.

 

Drop the charges against
Clive Ponting!

CLIVEPontingis not exactlythe
image of a subversive. A topcivil servant in the Ministry of
Defence, he was awarded. thePader of the British Empire in

But now he, like Sarah Tis-
dali earlier this year, has fallen

-foul of the Official Secrets Act,
and could bejailed.

Ponting leaked documents
which showed that the govern-
ment had been lying to Parlia-
ment about the sinking of the
Argentine ship, theBelgrano.

The Official Secrets Act here’
is protecting nothing but the
government’s political position.
It. should be scrapped. ClivePonting should be freed.
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Join the LabourParty.
Write to: The Labour
Party, 150 Walworth
Road, London SE17
1JT.
Subscription is .7 per.
year, £2 unwaged, 50p IOAPs. 
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