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TUG: don’t rat on theminersOUPPORT
THE NUM
PILKETS

By John Bloxam

 
 

THE hollowness of the NCB’s
massively publicised strike-break-
ing attempts is underlined by
events in the coalfields and by
MacGregor’s ownlatest outburst.

Ten days ago MacGregor was
boasting that the wind was now at
his back and the strike was begin-
ning to crumble. On Tuesday his
desperate ‘lock Scargill up’ speech
was a tacit admission offailure.It
was a compliment to the effec-
tiveness of the picketing.

Outside the main scabbing
areas, the numbers returning to
work over the past week have
been tiny. Only hardened,
isolated, unrepresentative right
wingers have returned.

They have used everything
except helicopters to get them to
the pit top. Even then, some have
been turned back, The solitary
scabs in Kent and South Wales
gave up after one day, and the
one at Easington (Durham) was
turned back by “pickets on Tues-
day.

The NCB have to lie even to
get their figure of 0.15% working
in the ‘solid strike’ areas. Most of
the numbers given by the NCB
come from Bilston Glen, and they
are claiming more than three
times the figure given by the local
NUM. And at Castlehill (Fife),
the local strike committee said
the two scabs claimed by the NCB
were in fact nurses the union had
told to return.

oeA further indication of the
strength of the strike cameafter a
special lodge meeting at the South
Celynen pit (South Wales) on
Tuesday. Threats to close the pit
within a year and leave a nearby
pit working the same seam open
had led to reports of a possible
revolt in the branch. But of the
200 at the meeting, only eight
insisted on a ballot and a return
to work.

Continued on page 3

John
Harris
(IFL)
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STOP PRESS: NATIONAL DOCK STRIKELOOMS
BSC has: announced that-it intends to provoke-a national
dock strike over thedispute at Hunterston. It will begin on
Thursday morning (August 23) to use unregistered labour
to:unload:coal from: the Ostia for: Ravenscraig steeiworks:
-There-will bea national-dockworkers? delegate meeting
on-Pridayto:décide a-response:
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By any means

necessary!
WHENthe press, TV and politicians — amongst them NeilKinnock — denounce “picket line violence” they don t ofcourse, have in mind the savage, indiscriminate,vindictiveandhighly professional thuggery of the massed armies oftruncheon-wielding policemen in their government-issuebovwver boots and helmets, some of them mounted likeCossacks.

They mean the mass picket of unarmed miners fighting fortheir jobs — miners, and sometimes miners’ wives, who do notcarry truncheons, who donot make cavalry charges intodefenceless crowds, who are not like the police, speciallytrained thugs who makea living out if it — miners, who inaddition to facing the picket line violence of Mrs Thatcher’sscab-herding private army,risk arrést, vicious beatingsin policestations and certain fines and possible jail sentences whentheyget to court.
To the media and the politicians — includingNeil Kinnock

— it is the most natural thing in the world that the-policeshould have theright to inflict as much violence on miners inthe course of doing their strike-breaking “duty” as sometin-pot Chief Constable thinksnecessary. It is unnatural, unaccep-table and, when it happens, outrageous that picketing minersshould defend themselves or go on the offensive and hit back.Pit-butcher MacGregor, who is hiding behind the vastarmies of police thugs and their violence and relying on themto protect him while heinflictsthe atrocity of pit closures onmining communities — MacGregor now publicly demandsthatArthurScargill be tried for inciting miners to violence!The campaign against “miners’ violence” in the media andfrom clap-trap talking politicians is nothing but dirty “war
" propaganda” by those who cold-bloodedly decided to startthis bitter class war when they provoked the miners’ strike sothey could smash the NUM.The miners are the main victimsof thisviolence.

It is scandalous that Neil Kinnock lends weight and credib-
ility to Mrs Thatcher’s dirty war propaganda against “miners’
violence” by denouncing picketingminers whostandup to thescab-herding police thugs.

The question of violence is increasingly becoming thedividing liné separating the serious left in the unions and theLabour Party from the Kinnocks, the Stan Ormes and theHealeys.
Sabotage

An important new development is the recent sabotage ofvehicles used by scab haulage fixnrs. it is perfectly reasonablefor miners to seek out and immobilisevehicles usedfor strike-breaking. This strike has now gone onforhalf a year ofbitter,
uneven conflict. Miners are right to take the war into the
enemy camp, where they can. To hell with the legalities!Chief Constables and the Tory government have been making
up the law as they goalong since thestrike began.Socialist Worker, which of course, fully supports thepickets against the police, was wrong to condemn suchtactics.They wrote: “Howeverthetacticsof hit and run raids by smallsecretly organised squads should be an issue. History showsthatsuccessful strikes are won by mass action and mass pickets
— not hit and run raids. It also shows suchraids can give tradeunion officials an excuse not to deliver solidarity. Orgreave
was a far greater threat to the Tories than the recent destruc-
tion of a scoreof lorries.”

Guerrilla
Yes, but what’s wrong with guerrilla action too? It is not

true that it must be either mass picketing or sabotage —neither in practice nor in logic. There is no evidence of a driftby militant miners into indiscriminate petty terrorism and
away from masspicketing,

The sabotage has been well directed and has had exactly the
same objective as the mass picketinghas. It very effectively didin a small and precisely chosen area what the mass picketsattempt to do wholesale throughoutthecountry.There is nothing wrong or counter-productive about that.Guerrilla action is normally a part of conventional war, Whatis surprising is that it has taken so long to develop during theTories’ war against the miners. It would have happened long
ago in a comparable Americanstrike.

Socialist Worker seems to be groping towards somesort ofQueensbury Rules of class struggle. It seems to say that theonly permissible way to stop scabs is by mass picketing. Thatis just childish.
There are no Queensbury rulesin a-class struggle. That,surely, is the message that comes out of the obscenelyhypocritical double-standards with which the media and

the politicians approach the question of picket lineviolence, condemning and blaming the miner victims andpraising and exonerating the mercenary thugs in blueresponsiblefor theviolence. oeVictory to theminers!
t

NEIL Kinnock is after achangeof image. Recent opin-ion polls suggest that whilst
the Labour Party is now
topping the Tories in opinionpolls, Kinnock’s popularity
as leaderis declining rapidly.A Gallup poll published bythe Sunday Telegraph showed
Labour leading the Tories by39% to 36%. It also found that
those who felt Kinnock wasproving to be a good Labour
leader had fallen to 37%, asagainst 43% in July. 44%positively thought he wasprovingtobebad.

This decline is a bit of ashock for Kinnock and the
Labour leadership, and forthosein theparty whoinsisted
that Kinnock, the sanitised
and de-politicised blue-eyedboy-wonderwould do Labour a
powerof good.

So Kinnock’s advisors aredeveloping a new image for
him, intended to dispel the
accusation that he is_politic-
ally lightweight. In placeof the
playboy who appears in popvideos, Kinnock is to make a
series of ‘hard’ political
speechesoverthenext year.

The miners’ strike is
obviously a headache. Kinnock
is terrified both of losing votes
by making too firm a commit-
ment to the miners, and of
doing damagetohis credibilityby remaining too distant. So
far he has combined luke-
warm verbal support with
treacherous condemnation of
the miners’ violence on picket
lines.

His refusal to be firm and
principled has won him the
contempt of most striking
miners.

Part of-the new ‘Kinnock
means__business’ image,
apparently, is the attempt to
clamp down ontheleft in the
Labour Party, beginning byintroducing the option of new
selection procedures.

Kinnockis being helped and
prodded by the campaign
launched by_union-busting
Labour Party member Robert
Maxwell's DailyMirror.

In fact, though, the new
rules — which devolve the
actual decisions about selec-

On whose side?
Vicki and Robert Smails from
Rhodesia village in Notts spoke
to Sue Carlyle about Neil
Kinnock. Robert is a member of
the NUM South Yorks Area,living in Nottinghamshire.

Vicki: What about Kinnock?!
He’s a waste of time — well in myopinion he is. He’s sat on the
fence, watching which way the
wind blows. One minute he’s on
the miners’ side, the next minute
he’s on the otherside. I just don’t
know aboutNeil Kinnock.

I don’t think the whole ofthe
Labour Party are like him. Some
of the Labour Party is like that,
but there’s a few that have come
out firmly on our side, and they
are brilliant — Tony Benn, Dennis
Skinner, people like that.

Rob: The difference between
Dennis Skinner and Neil Kinnock
is that Dennis Skinner knows
whose side he’s on but Kinnock
doesn’t. Apart from

—
that

Skinner’s not only been brought
up amongst us, he’s actually come
and seen what the fight’s about
instead of stopping down’ in
London.

Kinnock’s not-really a leader
is he? Well § dont think he is

to order! |
tion to the local parties — is
relatively timid. It is more afocus for the soft-left andright wing to organise around
in localities than a head-on
fight.

It is, however, an indica-
tion of the direction in which
Kinnock is going. The idea
that manyontheleft hadlast
October, that Kinnock’s
leadership was at once a
victory for theleft and a way to
unite, is being proved com-
pletely false.

_Kinnock is not interested
in unityto fight the Tories and
for working class interests. He
is interested in isolating and
defeating the left who do want
to fight, to support the miners
and defeattheTories.

The serious Labour Party
left must treat Kinnock’s
latest manoeuvrings as a
warning of what to expect. We
must get these softer left-
wingers who backed Kinnock
for the leadership to draw up
an honest balance sheet of
his leadership so far.

The miners’ strike is an
acid test. A Labour leader who
proves himselfno good in such
a class battle will never be
good for anything the labour
movement needsdoing.

Kinnock’s attempt to under-
mine _re-selection must ‘be
defeated at this year’s Labour
Party conference. Kinnock
mustbecalled to order.

 

The leadership should have the
conviction to come out and back
us Or come out and deny us — one
way or theother.

On TV the other day Eric
Heffer was after everyone donat-
ing a day’s wage, which is a good
thing, but it would be betterif it
were given frecly, without anybegrudging.

As I see it in this strike, we’re
im a war. There’s no getting away
from it. Don’t get me‘wrong, [
don’t condone a lot of this viol-
ence to scabs’ cars and the like,
but nine times out of ten the
violence is started by the police
anyway.

But when it boils down 1oit
and when it comes to the crunch
we are in a war, a class war, a
war for our jobs. You've got to
get angry about it to win the war.
I mean we could all stand back
and do nothing ...

but if weall
stopped at home we’d never win.
After five months J feel bloody
angry.

Every time Neil. Kinnock
comes out and condemnspickets,
he should .come out and sce for
himself’. He’d know what if feels
like if he went to a picket fine.

 
 

SR

“What is needed is for magis-
trates to start meting out penal-ties that are consistent with the
level of violence. Clearly they aredoing nothing but slapping the
wrists of people when they put£5. or £50 fines on.

“The magistrates are entitled
to levy prison sentences on peoplewho get themselves involved in
that way to makeit clear thatoursociety is not going to stand for
this sort of thing.”
aT

Whosaid that? Some splutter-ing Tory gent from the Shires? In
fact it was last year’s President of
the TUC, Mr Frank Chapple,

You will remember Jack
London’s famousdefinition of a
scab. “After God had made the
alligator and the rattlesnake and
the slimy toad he then gathered
up the left-overs and made a
scab.”

_

But do you know what He
did then? He used the venomdripping rattlesnake’s
tongue to scrape the droppingsoff the floor and with the result-
ing poisonous goo he made Frank
Chapple.

Chapple and the late Leslie
Cannon were given contro} of the
Electrical Trades Union by the
courts after the incumbentleaders
— who were membersof the Com-
munist Party — were declared to
have got t8 power by ballot
rigging. Since then they have run
this union for twenty years astheirown small versionof a police
State.

Union membersare tyrannised
over and subjected to viciousdisciplinary procedures by the
union leaders who pay more heed
to the bosses and governmentsthan to their members.

The ETU leaders are now the
pioneers in negotiating bindingno-strike union recognition deals,especially with foreign companies
in Britain. They will lead the fight
at the forthcoming TUC confer-
ence against solidarity with the
miners, Chapple supports the anti-
union SDP.

The good newsis thatChapple
is due to retire soon. Thatwill be
a good day for the British
workingclass movement.

There is a cruious twist to the
Chapple story. He was once a
Communist — or rathera Stalinist
counterfeit of a Communist. He
left the Communist Party only in
1956, when many thousands of
members of the then sizeable
British CP resigned in’ protest
when the Russians — withCPGB

 

  
 
   
 
  
   
  
  
  
 
   
  

support — sent their soldiers and
tanks to crush the Hungariananti-Stalinist revolution. -

Chapple and Cannon had gottheir
. training as hard-nosedmachine operators -in the CP. In

fact Frank Chapple first learned
to be .a strikebreaker ‘in the CP!During World War Two, the
CP was committed to boostingproduction, bitterly opposed toall ‘strikes and tried to break
strikes thatoccurred.

.

Those were the days when -

Party Secretary
could publicly declate that“Today it is the class consciousworker who will cross the picketine.”

It was the time when the then
very powerful US CP campaign-ed to havestrikingAmerican coal-
miners conscripted and put undermilitary discipline as a means offorcing them back to work.

This phase reached its peakin 1945 when the British CP wasto the right of the right wing of
the Labour Party. It opposed theLabour Party decision to breakthe wartimecoalition and go for aLabour government. Instead of aLabour government the CP
wanted a coalition of ‘Labour,

' Liberals and Progressive Tories’.Winston Churchill and AnthonyEden were the ‘progressiveTories.’
The CP didn’t become leftand militant again until about1947, when the~-cold war gotserious. Many of the things theright wing of the CP say today,like, for example, the defeatistmouthings of Professor Eric —

Hobsbawm, are an

_
identifiablethrowbackto those days.Chapple and Cannon neverforgot their basic Stalinist train-ing of those days. When they

went over to the right wing in thelate ’50s they a nothing but
Stalinists who had turned them-
selves inside out. They served
different masters with the oldmethods of bureaucratic gang-sterism.

Chapple is now outspokenlyhostile to Stalinism. He often saysthings which would comebetterfrom the trade union left butwhich nevertheless need to be
said. His is a bourgeois anti-Stalin-.ism

=
and~—anti-Communism in

contrast to the working class
socialist hatred and condemna-
tion of police state Stalinism to
be found, for example, in the
pages of Socialist Organiser.

The irony of it is that if you
turned this dirty little scoundrel
upside down you’d probably see
it plain and clear still stamped on
his bum: ‘Made in Moscow’, oa

Harry Pollitt ..
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‘Riot police push pickets aboutat Gascoine Wood.Photo: John Harrisre

TUCand theminers
Continued fromfrontpage.

A little reported but much
more significant fact was the
announcement on Monday that
the CEGB had ‘temporarily’ shut
down the three main coal-fired
power stations in Yorkshire —

Drax, Ferrybridge and  Egg-
borough — to conserve coal, and
is making a further switch to the
much more expensive oil-fired
operations.

This underlines the point
made by Arthur Scargill in the
latest issue of the Miner: “The
nearer we get to our biggest ally,
General Winter, the weaker their
position. That is why they made
August the month of intense
propaganda.”

Despite their public display
of confidence, the ruling class
must be worried. Even in the
Notts coalfield, where 80% are

now scabbing, coal production is
severely down andpit head stocks
badly depleted. With continuing
solidarity action on the railways,
they are now only moving 20
trains a week on theTMbit-power
station ‘merry-go-round’, Their
normalaverage is 175!

Details

On Monday,details of a secret
meeting between the NUM and
ACAS the previous Thursday
were published. Arthur Scargill
immediately pointed out that the
meeting had simply been to
explain the NUM’s case. The way
it was announced and the secre-
cy understandably caused resent-
ment amongst some rank andfile
miners. But there is no indica-
tion ‘that ACAS
involved in the strike now, offer-

 

‘Worksopbesieged’
Socialist Organiser spoke to
Robert. Smailes, who works at
Manton pit. He originally came
from Durham at the age of 11
whenhis parents came south after
pits closed there. He still remem-
bers the feeling of being an out-
sider and how keenly his family
felt the upheaval, and that pit
closures caused it. He doesn’t
want the same to happen to his
family.
The police haven’t come into our
village much, but our local bobby
has got himself moved to a desk
job. At one time if there were
kids making a nuisance of them-
selvesthenhe’dhaveaword. Now

_

we wouldn’t dream of asking the
police to do anything.

s
Whatabout roadblocks?

Well the road turnsinto

a
little

lane which joins with another
which comes from Shireoaks pit
— up to a fortnight ago thatused
to be as free as a bird, but oflate
they’ve started blocking there.

You’ve
roundabout on Mansfield Road,
blocks on the Sheffield road at
the other side of Shireoaks pit.
You can’t come through Work-
sop, it’s beseiged andyou carv’t
get outofit. ,

got blocks on the.

So how have you beengetting out
to go picketing?

Withgreat difficulty.We go up
dirt tracks, we get out of the car
and let it go through. We walk
through fields. Police have found
the tracks but each time we find
a different way. I never realised
just how manytracksthereare.

How did it come about that
womenstarted going picketing?

Well it didn’t start immediate-
ly. The union got in touch from
Shireoaks on the need to forma
women’s group to distribute food
parcels. One or two women went
with their husbandsto picket, and
atter that the Women’s Action
Group discussed it a bit and then
more of them wanted to go. They
sometimes go with the men, but
riow they also go on their own.

Do you find it an advantage to
take women in the cars to get
through road blocks?

It was once, but the police got
wise to it and they know the car
numbers. Also any car with more
than one or two people they stop
automaticallyas they come out of
the village. So it’s no special

“advantagenow.

is effectively

ing a threat to the miners and a
bolt-hole for the NCB and govern-
ment.

It is to the TUC leaders they
are now looking to help them
defeat the miners. They haven’t
been slow to respond.

On Monday the TUC Finance
and General Purposes Committee
told Murray to meet the NUM to
discuss their call at Congress for
‘full support’. And they madeit
clear to the press-that they want
to head off the appeal to Con-
gress. David Basnett madeit per-
fectly plain on radio on Tues-
day: ‘You cannotallow a dispute
like this to rumble on.It is distur-
bing our economy andit is dis-
turbing our industrial relations’’.
So they’ll sell it out if they can.

Manoeuvre
The NUM leadership show no

sign of falling for the manoeuvre.
And the resolution and amend-
ments supporting the NUM will
probably be carried. They wiil
be discussed on the first day of
the Congress (Monday, September
3), coinciding with the lobby
called for that day. A mass lobby

|

will put pressure on any waverers
and help make sure the various
proposals (10p weekly levy;
respect for picket lines; one day
strike) are stuck to.

Many miners are now look-
ing to support from the TUC,
and there is a danger of too much
reliance being put on it. The pro-
NUM resolution would give the
strike a boost and give the rank
and file activists the authorityof
Congress in the fight to put them
into action. But that battle will
still have to be fought.

Danger
Another danger is the left

trade union leaders may use the
Congress as a cop-out, and hide
behind what happens there and
what doesn’t happen afterwards.
One ofthebiggest possible boosts ~

for the strike now would be if
those trade union leaders who
talk about the need for physical
action in support of the miners
committed themselves to take
such action whatever is decided
at the TUC. They should say now
that theyll organise to get their
unions out on September. 12, the
day already fixed by the rail
unions for a day’s stoppage in
London.
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NorthEast: back
thepickets!

THIS week has seen the most
concerted effort so far by the
NCB to break the strike in the
north-east. The Area NCB is
prematurely claiming major
success for its latest back-to-
work campaign.

So far, however, only 23
out of 20,000 miners have
boarded the three coacheslaid on
by the NCB. The Coal Board have
admitted that mass pickets moun:
ted at several collieries have blun-
ted their campaign’s cuttingedge.

On Monday morning at
Easington colliery, 700 miners
supported by many miners wives
turned out to prevent the scabs
getting to work. As it was, only
one man, Paul Wilkinson, repor-

~ ted for work on the NCB coach.
For about two hours he stood

at the top of the road leading to
the colliery entrance, surrounded
by large numbers of police who
obstructed attempts by lodge
officials to talk to him.

Pickets, worried that potice
were trying to drive Wilkinson
through ‘their lines in a police
van, overturned two skips at the
colliery gates, blocking the
entrance.

At 8.30, the police, heavily
reinforced, and by now about 200
strong, began to form up in ranks
in an attempt to force a way
through the picket lines.

The pickets responded quick-
ly with a push, which forced the
police to give up after only a few
minutes.

Meanwhile, Wilkinson was
seen being bundled into a police
van and was driven off soon after
the police failed to make any
impression on the picketline.

Since Monday, Wilkinson has
become ‘a minor media celebrity
in the area since he vowed to keep
coming back so long as frec trans-
port continued. He maintains that
it is his disagreement with the
NUM leadership’s conducting of
the strike which has led him to
scab. In fact Wilkinson applied
for voluntary redundancy before
the strike and has been told by
the NCB that he can workoffhis
few remaining weeks during the
strike.

Onc Easington miner summed
up his feelings about Wilkinson
when he said: “He is just being
used as a pawn. | would be temp-
ted to feel sorry for him, apart
from all the trouble he has
caused.”

On Tuesday morning; about
600 pickets again turned upat .

Easington, expecting another
attempt by Wilkinson. The
barricades at the colliery entrance
were reinforced and the pickets
waited for the NCB busto arrive.

.
It was soon apparent that

Coal Board and police tactics
had changed. Police numberswere
much reduced and Wilkinsondid
not show up at the colliery. It
was rumoured that he was being
kept somewhere in the village.

It had become obvious what
these new tactics will mean from
now on. They intend to use
people like Wilkinson to tie down
and demoralise hundreds of
pickets whilst concentrating their
efforts on other pits such as
Wearmouth, where the NCB were
able for a second time, to bus in
14 COSA (Colliery Officials Staff
Association) members, despite
heavy picketing.

The only response td the
NCB’s tactics can be to organise
all possible physical support for
the masspickets.

_
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‘Yes,we'll
win’

By Tony Twine
“WHENI see support such as the
miners are getting here tonight I
know that we are home and dry
...

It’s not a question of if we
win, but only when.”

Peter Heathfield,NUM general
secretary ,

was speaking at a public
meeting Of over 300 trade
unionists and labour movement
activists. Southampton.

Heathfield outlined the course
of events throughout the five
month old strike, laying particu-
jar stress on the ‘denationalising,
rationalising and non-negotiating’
tole played by current NCBchief,
Ian MacGregor, fresh from demol-
ishing tens of thousandsof jobs at
BL andBritish Steel. Negotiations
with the Coal Board had not
foundered upon the meaning of a
single word (despite absurd media
claims).

The problems arose because
both sides held very different
philosophies that reduced to a
simple idea — people or profits.
The Tories, having junked the
mining industry Plan for Coal,
were hell-bent on closing pits,
even if it meant the certain des-
truction of live, human commun-
ities.

Over 160,000 striking miners
would not let this happen,
declared’ Heathfield.

The final arguments for solid-
_

arity were put by Notts striking
miner (and Socialist Organiser
supporter) Stan ‘Crawford, from
Bevercotes colliery. He vividly
described police attacks and
strongarm tactics used against
pickets, and conveyed a strong
impression of the cop-enforced
‘total exclusion zone’ existing
around Notts area coalfields.

He echoed earlier calls forfurther working class supportwith a defiant parting salvo: “We
will stay out andfight as long asthe NUM wants us to

.. .
we'll

not be starved and beaten back towork by thisor any government.”

‘A police riot’
IN Silverwood, at 3 am, flaming
barricades were set up. Police
moved in and gave the pickets a
leathering. The action was prob-
ably started too early: there were
too few pickets and it was easy
for the police to move in. The
pickets are now proposing to
move back to picketing their
ownpits. I’m not quite sure why:
it might be based onfear of police
tactics which is understandable.

The newsreported that miners
were rampaging through the
village. The reality was that
miners were running away from
rampaging police.

The man who’s supposed to be
going in at Silverwoodcolliery is
54 years old. He’ll never work at
the pit again: he’ll probably
accept redundancy. And the rest
of the men have said that they’!l
not go back to work at the pit
until he’s sacked anyway.

The man’s an opportunist.
There’s a strength of comrade- -

ship among the miners due to the
life and death dependency in the
pits. He’s heen known to break

Photographer John Harris
talkedto Ellen Taylor

the unwritten code of helping
others when problemsarise in the
pits. He’s not respected anyway
because of the sort of person he
is. .

Afier the police

.
violence,

police were seen outside Silver-
wood Welfare, taunting the
miners with ten pound notes —

threateningto beat them up.
A man wandering around out-

side the colliery — at the back —

was beaten up. And a younggirl
has also been beaten up.

At Gascoyne Wood, riot
shields and steel toe caps have
been used as weapons by the
police.

There’s a photo in last week’s
Socialist Organiser of a car with
its windscreen bashed in. It was
part of a convoy going to a picket
line. There was systematic smash-
ing in ofcars in the convoy by the
riot police. Pressure was used to
gain access to the cars under
threat of arrest and un-named
consequences. ts
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 miners

A scab, not
a hero

IN September the courts will hear
the appeal of two Yorkshire
miners to compel the union to
hold a national ballot, declare the
recent rule changed invalid and
stop the union making the strike
official. Socialist Organiser spoke
to two Manton miners who had
attended the union meetings at
which one of the courtroom
heros, Bob Taylor, claimed there
was lots of support for what he
is doing. They don’t wish to be
named for now.

It’s best to go back to the begin-ning of the. strike. Before it
started proper — we were out a
week before as winders. At the
first meeting of the winders we
voted to a man not tostrike.
Then we were picketed out, and
at a meeting the following Satur-
day we were told there was an
area strike and thatit wasofficial.

We’d been brainwashed by the
media, so every man at that meet-
ing, not just Bob Taylor, was upin arms. We wanted a ballot and
we were furious because we
couldn’t get one. We wanted more
details

. . .
but we were out on

strike,all of us.
Six or eight weeks after that,and when everyone had learned.

what was going on from the
union’s point of view, Bob Taylor
and a few of his cronies forced a
meeting because they wanted to
initiate a’ back-to-work move-
ment. He said he’d got about 100
people to back him.

At that meeting he gotpeople’s backs up rather than any
support. He was trying to break
the strike when it wassolid.

That second meeting was
different to the first. Nobody
except Bob Taylor was interested
in going back to work. Nobody
was interested in a ballot. I can
definitely say that~ to a man. He
had his democratic vote.

Now he’s linked up with
‘Silver Birch’, this Chris Butcher,
to scab on the strike. There’s no
way a man like him could get a
High Court action.against the
NUM at. such short notice. It’s
‘beenplanned by outsiders and
financed elsewhere.

The media is playing along
as well. It’s well known that their
houses are empty and their famil-
ies are away — yet the mediaare
showing letters coming through
the letterbox from the inside as
though they wereliving there.

There were about 500 present
at the union meeting and there
was no return to work. The last
meeting dealt with the union
change of rule on disciplining
scabs.- Taylor spent most of the
time barracking and interrupting
the chairperson. He had his
chance to raise what he wanted.

THIS Friday, August 25, a shop
stewards’ conference in support
of the miners is being held in
Glasgow, organised by the Labour
Party Scottish Council, the
Scottish TUC and the Clyde Con-
federation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions. The confer-
ence will mark the start of the
build-up to the  ail-Scottish
demonstration being held in Glas-
gow on September 15, organised
by the same bodies.

The STUC is
calling for support forTM the
demonstration so as to
increase pressure on ‘“‘our
government’ for an ‘‘amic-
able resolution of the differ-
ences outstanding betweenthe
NUMandtheNCB”’

Whilst the bureaucracy
seeks to dampen down mili-
tancy and contain it withinsafe
limits, class militants must
follow up this Friday’s confer-
ence with‘aconcerted effort to
break the stranglehold of the
bureaucracy in Scotland and
mobilise support for the
September 15 demonstration
on the basis of agitation for a
generalstrike.

What does this mean con-
cretely?

Resolutions should ‘be
movedat trade union branches
to be sent on to the STUC
forthrightly condemning the
STUC’s call for an ‘‘amicable
resolution”? and demanding
that the September 15 demon-
stration bepart of a movement
towards a general strike in
support of the miners and
against theanti-union laws.

However negligible the
impact of such resolutions on
the STUC General Council
itself, they ~ will certainly
raise the idea of a general
strike amongst broader layers
of the trade union mevement
and further develop the mom- ©

entum towards suchastrike.
Within individual—work-

places, shop stewards should
be producing their own leaf-.
lets and holding sectional and
mass meetings not only to
ensure a good turnout for the
demonstration but also to

‘take up the arguments on the
need for a general strike and
generate support forit.

And the Broad Lefts/rankandfilegroups in the differ-
ent unions also need to pre-
pare their intervention into
the demonstration, both by

Miners from

Photo: John Harris, IFL.
 

mobilising support for it andalso producing leaflets for dis-
tribution on it explaining thelogic of the general strikeslogan and publicisingfollow-
up meetings wherefurtherdis-
cussion about organising sup-
port for a general strike within
their ownparticular unions cantake place.

‘The run-up to the Septem-
ber. 15 demonstration must
also be taken as the oppor-tunity to transform the various
miners’ support committeesin
Scotland. At the moment,
especially in the West of
Scotland, such committees
do valuable fund-raising work,
but politics is kept out of
them bythe coniroliing influ-
ence of the Communist Party.

. Labour
Party branches need to be out
campaigning for support for
the demonstration onthebasis
of the demand for a general
strike, and in opposition to
Kinnock’s repeated attacks on
‘picket line violence’’ “

1
Cortonwood

|

colliery march to theTUC.
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  There’s no

drift back
Right-wing newspapers are delighted-ly sighting rebel miners crossing picketlines or going to court more often than

the Loch Ness monsterthissillyseason.
The coal board's propagandaisinflating’the significance of this “drift back to
work”: it is hardly even a trickle for the
moment, with a rise of only 700 in
those working since the start of July.There now seem to be 48,000 of Brit-
ains’ 180,000 miners’ working—about8,000 more thanin ‘Apri. Virtually all
the non-strikers/are/in the Midlands. In-
other areas the strike-breakers are moreconspicuous for their bravery than their”
numbers. The Bilston Glen pit near Ed-

\ on with 100 of its 1,900 miners in
on Wednesday, took star-billing in the(return work show:

‘The campaignof the miners opposed to
the, strike is now ,well organised, with
acéess/to finance from sympathetic busi-essen. ;Starting next. week, selectedFt its will be'chosen—jointlywith local coal{Board managers—for a brave attempt| “each Mondayto get some miners to bus
past the pickets to work

/The Economist 

“The strike will hold’
What’s your assessment of the so-
called back-to-workmovement?

It’s a Coal Board and media
ploy. Silver Birch is a front —

obviously on the NCB pay-roll.
A handful have gone back but

this is to be expected after 24
weeksan strike.

The cost of getting one or two
in to work is vast and they can’t
do anything -productive when
they do get there.

It would be easier and cheaper
for the NCB to pay them to sta
at home. _

They won’t do this so that
they can get more pictures of
viclence on the television.
Will the strike hold if it has to gointo theautumn?

The strike will hold through
the winter if necessary. We have
gone too far for too long to even
contemplate returning to work
withouta victory.

Solidarity of outside workers
and trade unionists has. proved

not only to miners but to the
government, and the Coal Board,

Coal Board tactics fail
IN THElatest efforts to engineer
a return to work in Scotland, theScottish NCB declared a week
last Wednesday, (15 August) that
two of the three faces at Castlehill
pit, part of the Longannet com-
plex in Fife, would be abandoned.

945 miners work at Castlehill,
over half of them on the two
faces to be closed.

The Coal Board attempted to
put the blame for the closures
on the NUM andclaimed that a

 

SOCIALIST ORGANISER WEEKEND SCHOOL
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deterioration of underground
conditions, due to lack of repair
work, was the reason for the
closures.

Scottish NCB director Albert
Wheeler alleged that the NUM had
consistently refused to allow
sufficient numbers to go down
the pits and do repair work.

In fact one of the abandoned
faces had hit a major geological
fault before the start of the
national strike and was already
effectively finished, while the:
second face was only 150 metres
away from a faulted area and had,
at most, only another six months’
production left.

It is also a lie to claim that the
NUM had prevented the carrying
out of necessary repair work. At
no time in the two monthsprior
to the announcement of the
closure has the pit management
ever asked for more men to do
repair work. When management
had asked for extra men before
then, the NUM

_
had provided

them.
And as for the Coal Board’s

claim that over £1% million worth
of equipment had hadto be aban-
‘doned, much of the equipment
was obsolete and, if the Board
really wants to salvage the equip-

ment, it would still be possible to
do so.

But the Coal Board is more
concerned with using the aban-
donment of the two faces as a
propaganda point. It deliberately
shut down two faces in an
attempt to put the blame on the
miners. strike.

As Tom Coulter, NUM branch
secretary at the pit, pointed out:
“In our opinion it’s just a huge
propaganda exercise aimed at
stampeding the men either into
coming back or taking awaysafety cover.”

Noris this the first time that
the NCB in Scotland has
employed such tactics. During the
strike at the Bogside pit in
January of this year, management
switched off the power and then
prevented safety cover miners
from going downthepit for over
48 hours.

It was then claimed that the
pit had to be closed due to. the
NUM’s failure to provide ade-
‘quate safety cover.

But it had obviously already
been scheduled for closure.

The latest Coal Board tactic
has nevertheless been a failure, as
only a handful of miners ure
working.

Stan Crawford spoke to
Socialist Organiser.

that as long as weare out wewillbe fed and looked after.
How doyouthinkpolicingmightdevelop asstrikers’ tactics become
more militant?

Some think that the policecan’t do much more.I believe the
policing could turn into profes-sional strike breaking squads.After all, in 1926, troops and
tanks were used to break strikes.
And plastic bullets have -been
used in Ireland for years and areteady now.

It wouldn’t take much for
them to. be broughtinto action as
TV has shown them recentlybeing used in Belfast.

But this type of action would
stiffen the strikers’ tactics — we'll
fight fire with fire.
What position has the strike
reached?

A low point has been reached
in Nottinghamshire. The strikers
think they are being forgotten by
the rest of the NUM, including
the leadership. A few of the singleNOTT?
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lads are drifting back to work,.due to lack of money. What isnvededis a leading union figure tolisten to the lads. The Notts lads’need to get some kind of demon-Stration going, to bring to widerattention that they are there andfighting.
The NCB says underground con-
ditions are causing the closure of
coalfaces, do you believe this?

__

In some cases, yes. But every-thing shown ‘on TV and in the
press may look bad to the non-
miner, but any miner can tell youthat these conditions are seen
every working day and are contin-
ually worked and coal is pro-duced.

Examples shown ontelevision
can be repaired quite easily in
very short time, and would not
hamperproduction.

This is simply another NCB
tactic to create fear of job losses.
The same was said about Bilston
Glen six weeks ago, yet when 30
men returned, within two daysit
was claimed that coal was beingproduced normally.

There’s your unsafe pits for
you!

      

    

Stan Crawford. Photo: John Harris (IFL)

| Notts strikers
' needmoney

i
I
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I Send moneyorinvitations for fund-raising visits to |I the Notts Miners Rankand File Strike Committees. |I North Notts. Strike Centre, Ollerton Miners’ Wel- |! fare, Ollerton, Notts.. Ii South Notts. Miners’ Strike Centre, c/o AUEW, !
] 218 Mansfield Road, Nottingham. !
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By JillMountford

WHATdo you get when the
strongest and fastest growing
group of working class women
unite their struggle with the

_ well-known struggle of the
Greenham peace women?
Answer: A chance to change
herstory.

Women from mining com-
munities in Yorkshire and
Nottingham linked up with
women from peace groups
and Greenham Common and
organised a four day ‘Mines
Not Missiles’ march. The
women met up at Capenhurst
Uranium plant, where the
leafleted about the dangers of
plutonium, a by-product of
Uranium,theatrocities suffer-
ed by the black South African
people who mineit, and how
the British bosses, hwo have
financial interests in these
mines, plan to expand the
nuclear power industry in
thiscountry.

Such an expansion clearly
means the dismantling of
the coal industry, and there-
fore the breaking down of a
powerful section of the organ-
ised workingclass.

The women marched
through towns, en_route,
leafletting and collecting for
theminers’ hardship fund.

They arrived in Stoké late
Saturday afternoon, where
they were welcomed by North
Staffs miners’. wives and
women from local peace
groups.

Despite many setbacks the
Florence Support Committee
and miners from that colliery
had organised a greatsocial,

During the evening I spoke
to Brenda Ralfe, Carol Stocks
and Gladys Metcalf, miners’
wives from Yorkshire who
were on the march. I asked
them how important they felt
it was for womenin the mining
‘communities to join forces

' with thepeacewomen:
“Vital! We didn’t realise

how closely linked these
struggles are. a bigger nuclear
industry means a smaller coal
industry. That’s what this
fight is all about.

I’ve had a woman say to
me today in Chester, ‘You
miners are greedy, always
striking for more money’. I
ask you, thestrike is 23 weeks
old and she thinks we are
striking for more money. I
feel sorry for these middle
class women. They’re
supposed to be educated but

‘Just
like
Adolf
Hitler’

Vicki went with other women to
picket. at Calverton. There were
women from Yorkshite, Notts,
local - women from Calverton,
some

.
from Sheffield Women

Against Pit Closures, and some
from Brookhouse — a couple of
hundredin all.

theyknow nothing. They don’t
know the real truth. I do and
I’m supposed to be thick. I’m
proud to be working class. I
feel superiorforthefirst time.

The Greenham women have
had the samesort of treatment
that we’ve had in the papers
and ontelly.Their names have
been dirt, just the same as our
namesare now. Myheart goes
out to these women, they’ve
been doing a tremendous
job and have taken a lot of
hassle.

Before the strike me and my
husband had meat every night
for tea. We all did, we all
spent money on furniture and
clothes that we didn’t always
need and now we’ve had a
chance to stop and thinkabout
it all. And I tell you, I for one
won’t go backto the old. ways.

’ We’re all a lot healthier forit. -

Plenty of fresh air on demos
and picket lines, not so much
rich food and beer. We’re
fighting fit. the Tories think
they’llstarve us back,but I’ve
got news for them: we’ve
neverfelt so good.

The papers keep saying how
this strike is breaking up
families and how the wives
aren’t behind the husbands.
I’ve one thing to say to them.
Me and my husband have
never been so close; but at
the same time, myplace is no
longerin the kitchen, and he’ll
tell you that’swhat he thought
before this strike. I’m now on
the picket line with‘ him and
becauseof this we’ve had to»
start sharing the housework
and kids more. And that’s got
to be good.

Changed
Our whole family has

changed. The Tories are
supposedto betheparty of the
family. Well, I look at it like
this. If they really were the
party for the family, all of us
who work would be working a
four-day week. This would
give us more time with our
families and it would help
solve the unemployment
problem. See what I mean?

My kids have never been so
happy. This time last year
they were want, want, want.
Not now. They see more of
their father and there’s no

pressure on them like there is
when he’s onshifts. This goes
for the whole community.
We’re loyal to ‘eachother.
Neighbours are neighbours
once again. We’re getting
stronger, not weaker.

There was this police sergeant
— just like AdolfHitler.He ended
up arresting four women. He
arrested one for going to the
toilet because with the toilet on
this picket‘line you’ve got to have
two police women to escort you,
wait for you and escort you back.

One woman didn’t know this
so off she toddled to the toilet.
They arrested’ her because no
policewomanaccompaniedher.

And then they arrested one
for shouting ‘bounder’. I mean
we weren’t allowed to shout
‘scab’. So he arrested her.

Then he arrested another one,
I don’t know whatfor.

Finally there was a woman
just down the road from me who
held a ‘Coal not Dole’ sticker up
to- a bus.- The sergeant came

marching up and he tapped her on
the shoulder and said, ‘I’m not
having none of this on my picket
line!” :

Anyway, right down at the
end there was thisbobby stoodall
on his own who was sauntering

 

  

By Ann Crowder, East
Midlands NALGOdelegate
to TUC

THEcrucial vote on the reso-
lutions supporting the miners
and the amendments at the
TUC may be the NALGO
vote. According to specula-
tion in the pressit will be.

The right wing union
leaders are hoping to use
NALGO follewing the
successful move by 50

around. Then he stood there and
said ‘‘Hello Ladies, (yes, Ladies!)
— why don’t you talk to me?” We
said, “Because we don’t want to
talk to you, we don’t talk to any
of you. Go up there with the
rest”.

Then hesaid, “I don’t wish to
stand with that lot. I don’t want
to be associated with them. I’m
local. I don’t want to do it. I
hate being here, but I’m knock-
ing on for retirement age andI’ve
got my orders — Pve got to come.
Here I’m stood andhere Ill stay,
but I’m not having anything to
do with theMets.”

The sergeant saw him talking
to us so he came marching up to
him. You could see that he was
giving him a telling off. That
sergeant carried on at that bobby
all night.

He said he wasa villagebobby.
Lived with miners all his life and
he couldn’t stand what was being
done to them, so much he
wouldn’t stand next to the other
police.

 
NALGO’s vote

NALGO branches to call a
national conference to discuss
a motion calling for a secret
ballot before donating any
more money to the NUM.

At the last NALGO NEC
meeting the right wing within
the union used the impending
conference to put off dis-
cussing support for last
week’s Women Against Pit
Closures demonstration.

In fact the 50 branches
who supported the call. for
this conference are small
branches, mostly police
branches and electricity and

“gas branches. A special con-
ference is unlikely to over-
turn the decision of this
year’s conference to support
and donate large amounts of
money to the NUM.

The response amongst
NALGO membersfor collect-
ing the levy has been tremen-
dous and theright wing will
be unable to push for an
avoidance of voting on the
amendments at the TUC.

The argument for voting
for the FTAT amendmentfor
a 24 hour general strike has
still to take place at the
delegation meeting on the
Sunday before Congress.

NALGO branches which
meet before then should pass
motions calling on the delega-
tion to support the amend-
ments for general

—
strike

action.
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The Women Against Pit
Closures demonstration, August
11.

 
CONCESSIONARYcoal has con-
tinued to be delivered to old
people and those families in
special medical need during the
dispute.

The Coal Board quite cynic-
ally exploited the issue, refusing
coal supplies to some. families
with health problems, because
they are members of striking
miners’ families. Recently a dis-
pute arose over distribution of
coal.

In Kiveton Park,South Yorks,
Albert Bowns, branch delegate,
spoke to Socialist Organiser:

“Since day one, coal Has been
distributed by our members who
are on strike, working 8 hours a
day on a voluntary basis. Weeks
ago certain area directors in South
Yorkshire were refusing hardship
cases. For instance one striking
miner who needs constant daily

‘baths because of a bowel dis-
order had his coal stopped.

It was discovered that in the
Doncaster area, members of
COSA, the white collar union
dealing with wages, who arestill
working, were receiving the same
coal loaded by NUMstrikers.

The NUM declared it would
only load for pensioners and
hardship cases and that_they
wouldn’t load and deliver coal to
scabs.

_

The Coal Board directorsretal-
iated by cutting off all free coal
distribution so we threatened to
stop safety cover for pumping
and winding down. Our branch
put on a 24 hour picket and after
three days management climbed
down.

The situation now is that they -

agreed to hardship coal but it
shows how far from humanitarian
concerns they are, to use pension-
ers and sick people in this strike

ANNE BURRELL, of Rhodesia Women’s Action Group wrote this
poem to show womenthatanybody can stand up and speak at meetings“because if you’re on theright side and know what you are speaking
aboutis true, you'llget the confidence.”

Asked to a meeting to stand and speak,
To a housewife like me, that was quite a feat.
For no oneis more shy than I used to be,
Butafter the first time it’s as easy as ABC.
In a kitchen, a picket line or fund-raising,
All our efforts, the men are praising.
So pull together girls and work as a team,
It’s not as difficult-as it may seem.

At home I refuse to sit and sigh,
And whenit’s all over I’lt hold my head high,
Knowingfor sure that I’ve done mybit
While others,at home, were contentto sit.
So pull together girls and work as a team,
It’s not as difficult as it may seem.
A striking miner’s wife am I,
Andto meit’s a case of do ordie.
For womenare strong and womencan cope,
We can’t afford to let our men lose hope.
Womenare standing alongside the men
And will do so, no matter what, why or when.
So pull together girls and work as a team,
It’s not as difficult as it may seem.

In a soup kitchen you'll find us working,
It’s hard work but we’re not shirking.
All of our resources are put to thetest,
But each onegladlygives her best.
Noneofus trained as a cordon-oleuchef,
But at the end of the meal, nothing'sleft.
So pull together girls and work asa team, .

It’s not as difficult as it may seem.

 



 EXACTLYfour years ago one of
the most important chapters in
working class history was written
by the warkersof Poland. A wave
of illegal strikes engulfed Poland
and ended only when the govern.ment conceded the right of the
workers to organise independent

‘trade unions. No other Stalinist
state has ever allowed an indepen-dent workers’ movementto exist.
In Poland, Solidarnosc was out-lawedafter only 18 months,when
martial law was declared inDecember 1981.

:Poland had its own separateMarxist tradition, whose bestknown personality was RosaLuxemburg. But Polish Marxism
was destroyed by Polish reaction
and by Stalinism. In 1938, Stalindeclared the Polish CommunistParty to be. incurably infestedwith “Trotskyists and fascists”
and disbanded it. Membershiplists were passed to the secret
pete oF the Polish. capitalist

es
ON August14, 17,000 workers
at the Lenin shipyards came
out.on strike. In Gdansk, the
Baltic port, the lifeline of
Poland’s sea link with the
West, the workers who. in
1970 had toppled prime min-
ister Gomulka from power
were once again on themove.

Within 48 hour another
30,000 workers in surrounding
factories had also struck in
support. Elmor, Klimo, Opak-
omet, Techmet, many other
factories, too numerous to
mention, wereat a standstill.

*Reinstate Anna’, a
woman crane driver at Leninshipyards, a trade union rep-resentative who had just been
sacked by managers for her
activities, which stretch back
to the unofficial strike commit-
tees of the early and mid-
1970s.

:

*“Get rid of the national
trade union bosses.’’

*Freetrade unions demo-
craticallyelected by the work-
ers locallyand nationally”’.

*“‘A- monument to honour
the 200 strikers shot down in
1970 by themilitia’’.

*“Wage rises of 2,000
zlotys a month’.

*“The price of meat to be
Pegged at its pre-July 1
price’’.

*“The radio and television
to broadcast the workers’
demands.”‘These were the slogans of
theLenin shiovard workers.

dictatorship.
_

|Then in 1944, when Russian
armies occupied Poland as the

’ German armyretreated, a recent-
ly recreated puppet CP wasinstalled in power. By 1948
Poland was a ngid Stalinist state.The only ‘unions’ were polict
state pseudo-unions designed to
helpcontrol the workers.

It ‘thawed’ in the mid °50s.
The workers revolted in 1956 and
again in 1970. Poland tolerated
peasant farmers after 1953 when
forced collectivisation was aban-
doned. The powerful Catholic
church was and is a strong inde-
pendent powerin the state. This
limits the power of the State
somewhat and meansthatPoland
is — even today ~ oneof theleast
totalitarianof theStalinist states.

In 1980, when thegovernmenttried to cut living standards the
Polish workers exploded. Alexis
Carras tells thestory.

Friday_morning, 15thAugust. Public transport at a
standstill. 8,000 workers atthe ‘Paris Commune’ ship-yards in Gdynia, just outsideGdansk, come out. Represen-tatives of the individual strike
committees which were auto-
matically thrown up. by the
strikes, hurry to the Lenin
shipyard.

Friday night the negotia-
tions with the managementbreak down. 110 delegateselected by 17,000 workers
refuse the management’s
compromise offer of 1,200
zlotys.

Saturday morning the nego-
tiations start again. Outside
the hall thousands of workers
are shouting ‘‘2,000! 2,000!’’

' and.‘‘Walesa,Walesa’ — the
name of the acknowledged
strike leader, just reinstated
by management along with
Anna Walentynowicz. He had
been sacked in 1976 affér the
strike events and again in
January of 1980 for his in-
volvementin KOR (Committee
for the Defence of the
Workers).

Agreement?
11 o’clock Saturday morn-

ing: agreement is reached.
Wage rises of 1,500 and
written guarantees that no
workerwill be persecuted for
involvementinthestrike.
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Walesa emerges from the

hall. Thousands of workers
don’t want any compromise.
All the demands must be met.
Nevertheless, he is given ahero’s welcome,tossed in the
air by his mates, shouting“‘long may he live to be a
hundred’’.

It looks as thoughthestrike
movement.in the Lenin ship-yards is over. So sure are the
management and the govern-
ment that Wojciechowski,
headof the state news agencyPAP, calls an interview with
foreign correspondents to
assure them that the crisis is
past and thatwork will resume
as normal on Monday.

Heis to be bitterly disap-pointed.
It is still touch and go in

Gdansk as to whether to
resumework. The mood is one
of frustration. It’s no longersimply a matterof a few thous-
andzlotys more,ortheprice of
meat. Any. gain the govern-
ment gives now withone hand,
it will take backin the autumn,
through inflation and other
price rises. The deepergrievances, awoken by the

  
   

 
 pidess meeting in theLenin shipyards ~

strike cometo tne tore.
As one ofthe strikers says,

“35 years is enough’. 35
years of bureaucratic rule, of
queues, of undemocratic
“unions’’, of lies and repres-sion!

A tiny spark is needed and
the government’s hopes of
once again containing the
anger of the workers would
comecrashingdown.

That spark was the worker
delegates from other factories
and shipyards arriving by now
at the Lenin shipyards.

Stay out
They plead with the Lenin

workers. “If you go back
now,’’ says a bus driver,
“‘no one else will get any-thing.’”’” With the Lenin
yard returning to work the
back of the strike wave would
be broken. Smaller factories
and other scattered groups of
workers would be easilyisolated and smashed.

The Lenin workers agree.Walesa agrees — ‘‘We have
no right to turn our backs on
the others. The strike must

i \

¥

continue until the victory of
all.’’

Saturday night, Sundaymorning. The MKSis set up
— an inter-factory strike
committee, representingstrikers from all the plants
which have struck. By Mondayit is in effect controlling the
strike movement in 18 ship-yards andfactoriesin Gdansk,
Gdynia and Sopot. An alterna-tive power, workers’ power,iscoming into being in this
sprawling Baltic conurbation.
Thecentralstrike committeeis

.madeupoftwo delegates from
each factoryand placeof work,
accountable to the individual
factory committees and mass
meetings. Its power stretches
to plants over 100 miles from
the recognised centre of the
strike movement — the Lenin
shipyards.

A panic-stricken bureau-
cracy urges Gierek to cut short
his summertrip in theCrimea,where he wasconferring with
that other friend of the. work-
ing class, Leonid Brezhnev,
top bureaucratin theUSSR.

Gierek, forever remindingthe Polish workers of his own

 

 

  
humble origins as a coal
miner, first in Belgium. and
later in theSilesian coal fields
of Southern Poland, had. dealt -

with a similarly grave situa-
tion in January 1971. It was he
who took over the
reins of powerafter Gomulka’s
fall. Then in an
unprecedented (for
a Stalinist leader)
series of meetings
with striking workers
in the Baltic ports, he
managed to get them fo goback to work.By talking toughhe askedfor a mandate,for the
government to prove itseif,
and he gotit: ,

“So I am talking to you the
way I spoke to my miner .

friendsin Silesia. I say to you:help us! Help me! You cannot
doubt my goodwill . . . As to
your demands,we will do our
utmost. The Party will be reno-
vated; we will get rid of the
incompetents . . . Acceptit,help us, and on our side, we
will do everything we can to
ameliorate this tragic situa-
tion. Thatis your duty.”

The workers, then, accep-ted their ‘duty’. Surely they
would do so again. YetGierek,

’ that Mondaynightonthetele-
vision, despite all his gravity
and promises, was like an
anachronism.In thefew weeks
that he was in the Soviet
Union, Poland not: only con-
tinued to regard him cynically,but had totally slipped awayfrom him.

His attempt to divide the
growing opposition movement
between the ‘just’ wage .demands and their frustration
with the bureaucracy on the
one hand, from the allegedlysinister, ‘anti-socialist’
designs of the dissidents
around KOR,wasa fiasco.

Nor did he offer anything
concrete.

The meatprice rises would
still remain. There was absol-
utely no question of free trade
unionsand certainly no end tocensorship.

There were certain limitsthat ‘socialist’ Poland could
not go beyond, without pro-voking the ‘disquiet of itsfriends’. Once again no realconcessions, only promisesand dark threats of Soviet
Invasion. 

 

 
  
   
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 



Above:during theoccupation.Below: Anna Walentynowicz.crane driver and militant victimised by Stalinists. 
AsfortheMKS,thegovern-

ment actedas thoughit did not
exist. Negotiations at indiv-
idual plant level was as far as
it would go. .

The workers’ response
1ardened. By Tuesdaystrikes
nultiply with a_dizzying
speed. By now ever 200 nlants
vere on strike. In Szczcin near
he East German border,
30,000 workers in 20 factories
iad themselves created an
nter-plant strike committee
ind issued a ‘series of 37
lemands.

Steel and mines
Steelworkers in Nowa

Tuta near the Southern city of
-racow had come out and
trike committees were being
ormed in the Silesian coal-
ields. This last event is par-icularly worrying to Gierek
limself. Silesia is his tradi-
ional political base and the
niners there are the highest
aid workers in the country.
during theearlier strike move-
aents theyhad played no role.

Every day the

_
strikes

ncreased. By Wednesday, in
rdansk alone, 260 factories
rouping 120,000 workers
rere on strike. The MKS was
rowing daily stronger. 500
lelegates were by now repres-
nted in it, the majority in
heir late teens or early twen-
ies.
All of themhad torn up their

fficial union cards, just to
nderline theirhatred of state
nions.

As an added rebuff to
ierek and the bureaucracy

 
the workers were categoricallyrefusing to negotiate on aplant by plant basis, correctlyviewing this as an attempt by
the party and the government
to split theirforces.

Tadeusz Pyka, the deputy
prime minister, andhis official
entourage of trouble-shooters,

~which included Jablonski, the
Presidentof the Polish Repub-
lic, and Stanislaw Kania,
Central Committee secretary
in charge of the army and
security forces, were hardly
making any progress with the
Gdanskstrikers. -

In negotiationswith sections
of the MKS,which botheredto
go and meet them, they would
offer concessions and perks.

The workers would accept
but when Pyka asked them
about a return to work the
following morning, the answer
was always the same — ‘‘that
issue would have to be dis-
cussedby therank andfile’.

The government’s rage
could barely be contained.

In Szczecin, the second
largest port, over 40 factories
and all five of the shipyards
were on strike. Transport in
the city was at a standstill.
Prime minister Babiuch and
his delegation were in Gdansk,
making no progress in their
mission to break thestrike.

.

Meanwhile strikes were
breaking out in other smaller
cities. In Koscierzynia, Lem-
bork and Ustka. In the city of

-Elbag on the Baltic, eight
factories formed their own
MKS.

A comical
Gdansk shows

incident at
how

—
the

 

 bureaucracy’s authority is
crumbling. As part of the
regime’s psychological pres-
sure to force the strikers back
to work, it-dropped thousands
of leaflets over the shipyards,
warning the strikers of the
untold damage they were
inflicting on the Polish econ-
omy.

The workerswhopfirited the
leaflets have now comeout on
strike.

The disciplineof the Gdansk
workers is exemplary. There
are 24 hour pickets on the
gates of the Lenin shipyards,
by now covered with flowers
sent from every corner of
Poland.

/

:

Workers everywhere know
about their action, despite the
government’s attempts to
isolate Gdansk from Poland
and the world on the night of
the 15th when it cut all com-
munications with the Baltic
ports. The pickets search
everyone entering the yard.
Bottles of vodka are gently
confiscated and their contents
thoroughly emptied. They
cannotafford any unnecessary
excuseto allow theauthorities
to intervene.

Nearby a cross erected in
honourof fellow workers, the
victims of the government’s  

 
 

bloody intervention in Decem-
ber 1970.

Insidethe shipyard the
workers are holding contin-
uous meetings and discus-
sions. Working class demo-
cracy in action, a million miles
removed from the dull yes-manship of previous official
trade union meetings and
assemblies.

Yet in Warsaw, Jan Szydlak, head of thestate unions,is
still furiously maintaining that
“theauthoritieshave no inten-
tion of transferring power to
anyoneelse — norofsharingitwith anyone.”’

Propaganda
Meanwhile the television

andtheradio are keeping up a
constant barrage of propa-
ganda against the Baltic port
workers. Pictures of idle sea
ports, of the63 stranded ships
waiting to unload petrol and
fruit for the polish consumers.
Tons of goods waiting forexport, losses of millions of
dollars a day, losses the Polish
economy, on the verge of
collapse, cannotafford.

Yet these pious wailings on
the ills of Poland do not cut
much ice with the rest of 

 

Poland. After all, who are the
ones responsible for the
impasse, the workers or the
bosses? As for the rottingfruit, it was touch and go-whether you could get to the
top of the queue to buy. some
anyway.

The continual spread ofstrikes and the threat of strike
action is the best guage of the
effectiveness of the govern-
ment’s propaganda. ‘

Its arrest of the,dissidents
involved in the Self-Defence
Committee (KOR/KSS),
especially the editors of the
illegal paper ‘Robotnik’
(Worker), whose sales in
recent weeks have climbed
to tens of thousands, hardens
the situation even further.

The arrest on Wednesdaynight, August 20, of 14 KOR
members, including Jacek
Kuron, is followed the next
night with the arrest of a
further 20 KOR activists in
Warsaw.

At the same time the
government’s lack of progressin the negotiations at Gdansk
leadsto thesackingof Tadeusz
Pyka, head of the negotiatingteam and vice-prime minister
and his replacement byJagielski.

 
By Monday august 25, the

Inter-Factory. Strike Commit-
tee grouped over 400 factories,
representing hundreds of
thousands of workers in
Gdansk, Gdynia and Sopot.

_

With the strikes spreading
to other towns, as well asbreaking out again in regionswhich had beenhit in the pre-vious weeks, the government
is forced to make concessions.

Most of them are_totallycosmetic.Theyinvolve a large-scale reshuffle within the
ranks of the Party leadership.After the sacking of Tadeusz
Pyka, the vice-primeminister,
the Prime Minister Babiuch,
Szydlack,the head of the state
trade unions, Tadeusz
Wraszczyk, head of the
planning commission, and
Jerzy Lukaszewicz,thechiefof
propagandapolicy, are sacri-
ficed to the anger of the
workingclasstoo.

In the meantime, Josef
Pinkowski, the new Prime
Minister, has been instructed
to begin negotiations directly
with the Inter-Factory Strike
Committee.

Continued next week.
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By Edward Ellis

THE ~ Sri_ Lankan
_

govern-ment’s violent repression ofthe island’s Tamil minority
. continues, in particular in the :' north of the island, around i| Jaffna, where the majority of| People are of the oppressed
_ Tamil nation. Tamil villageshave been burned down and

bombarded from the sea by
state ‘securityforces’.

The repression is focussed
on. the Tamil Tiger organisa-tion, nominally in reprisal for
guerrilla actions carried out.But the extent of the. govern-
ment brutality is far wider
than just the members of theTigers. ,

The governmentis trying tointimidate and terrorise theentire Tamil people of SriLanka.
+

  
aoe

Theresults of terror against theTamils.Left: adead body burns.Right: a buildingis gutted.
 

Women
British Militant tendency, and
the JVP have been banned.
The NSSP are campaigning

—Labour Partygeneralstrike.
Both the Tamil people and

the NSSP deserve our support

an endto the repression of the.Tamil people, and for the re-Demonstrations of women employmentof workers sacked 
 

have been organised againstround-ups by troops of hun-
dreds of male Tamilyouths.Meanwhile, Jaywardene’s
government is attempting to
steamroller through Parlia-
menta proposalfor a regional-ly-weighted second chamber
as a ‘solution’ to the crisis.
This proposal has been rejec-ted by the Tamil people. The
Tamil United Liberation Front
hassaidit will have nothingto.
do withtheproposal; and even
ex-Prime Minister Mrs
Bandaranaike of the Sri
Lankan Freedom Party has
come out in muted opposition.

‘Workers’ unity
Reports suggest that in the

southof the country, the situa-
tion is different: Tamil and
Sinhalese plantation workers
have beenable to establish adegree of unity aronnd class
demands. The social structure
of the Tamil community in the
South is distinct from that in
the north. ‘

Left parties, notably the
Nava Sama Samaja Party(NSSP), associated with the 

 for the lifting of the ban,. and
 

after the defeated 1980 and solidarity.

Nicaragua:elections and
wn

USlies
NICARAGUA goes to the pollsin November. But most of the
important bourgeois oppositionparties, some of them linked to
the US CIA, who inave long been
clamouring for elections, arerefusing to take part. This is
because they know that the
Sandinista government is sure
to win, and that it can win more
orless fairly.

By not taking part in theelec-
tion they hope to avoid givingitcredibility and no doubt theywill say afterwards that the elec-
tion was a sham.

3
. Their boycott makes a govern-

/mentvictory even morecertain.
Arturo Cruz, a former Nicar-

aguan ambassador to the US, and
an ex-member of the Sandinista
government, was reckoned by
many commentators to be the
likeliest challenge to the Sandin-
istas,

eeSandinistas triumphover
Part of Cruz’s programme wasfor ‘dialogue’ with the US-backed

‘contras’, the guerrillas waging
war on the borders of Nicaragua,

‘Over 3,000 people marched from Hyde Park to Jubilee Gardens in London fast Saturday,
August 18, protesting at the continuing occupation of Northern Ireland byBritish troops. The
eecasion was the 15th anniversary of the sending in of the army. The demonstration also[focussed on the murder of Sean Downes by the RUC theprevious Sunday.

 
 

 
some of whom are former thugs
of the old Somoza dictatorship.

Heestablished a political party
— ‘Democratic Coordinator’? —

composed of an alliance of four
parties, two trade unions and
private businessmen.

Since the Sandinistas predic-
tably refused to hold such a ‘dia-
logue’, Democratic Coordinator
has withdrawn from the election
and Cruz has returned to Washing-
ton,

Opposition
Six opposition parties are

standing —-. three to the right of
the government and three, appar-

. ently, to its left. None are likely
to pick up much support,although they will probably pick
up a few seats in the 90-member
assembly.

94% of the eligible population
have registered to vote; and the
voting age has been lowered to
sixteen. In particular it is revolu-
tionary youth who arelikely to
give the Sandinistas their major-
ity.

The right wing parties arealleging government obstruction
of their campaign, but it is too
early to judge. What is certain is
that the Sandinistas do have,
and will prove to have, a popular
mandate. Their victory will go along way to disproving the hypo-
critical fies of the US that the
Nicaraguan government does not
have the support of the Nicarag-
uan people.

 
Witch-hunt in
North Staffs

From Alistair Scott
MEMBERS of North Staffs

witch-
Organiser

Labour Briefing are
hunting Socialist
supporters in Stoke. North Staffs |Labour Briefing is a queeranimal. It is dominated by aclique of soft lefts (in fact soft
right might be a better descrip-tion).

For example, the Secretaryof North Staffs Labour Briefing,Andrew Dobraszczyc, who is
also Secretary of Stoke District
Labour Party, some weeks agoopposed a proposal to make the
miners’ strike a central part of
thelocal election campaign.

The Labour Party had, he
said, more important things to
do, like saying what the Council
was going to do on housing,etc.Anyway, the miners’ strike was
only a mirage, it would be over
in a few weeks and everyonewould have forgotten about it.
Somemirage!

At the beginning of the yearthe soft left voted down pro-posals from Socialist Organiser
supporters to organise.a cam-
paign against health cuts. One
of them argued that Briefing
wasthereto produce a magazine
not organise campaigns!

The only propcsal which was
carried was to organise a meet-
ing with a speaker from the
Thornton View hospital occupa-tion.

Immediatelythatdecision was
carried Andrew  Dobraszczyc
said in a huff ‘‘Well, I’m not
organising it’’. Eventuallyit was
agreed that another member,Clare Slevin, would ‘organise. the
meeting. Six months later,
nothinghas happened.

Suspend
A month later, at the Febru-

ary meeting it looked like the
soft left had decided that. what
with all these lefties coming
along meeting after meeting
expectingthemto do something,
and with a debt of about. £200

| already built up on the maga-
:zines this Briefing idea just

wasn’t worth it. They decided to
suspend all activity until future
notice. Everyone would be
informed when thenext meeting
wasto take place.

Recently, SO supporters dis-
covered .that the

—
Briefing

yzrouping had been reassembled
andhad producedanissueof the
magazine.They had been exclu-
ded, thoughoneof them, Arthur
Bough, was an elected member
of the editorial board.

Yet they are otherwise very‘broad minded’ and. all-inclu-
sive. The last but one issue of
North Staffs Labour Briefing
contained an article by local MP
and _arch-witch-hunter JohnGolding. The soft left are pre-pared to tolerate him in their
midst but not to tolerate anyonewhopolitically criticises them,

Thesoft left have not witch-
hunted SO supporters in Brief-
ing in the way John Golding’
goes about witch-hunts via
expulsion. They have organised
a witch-hunt conistent with their
politics — thepolitics of bureau-
cratism and petty intrigue.

A few weeks ago after the
local SO Miners Strike Bulletin
publicised the statements of
the soft left about the strike
being a mirage, the soft left
becamefurious. They turned up
to theminers support committee
andin a rotten bloc with Militant
supporters got Arthur Bough
removed as convenor of the
support committee.

Soft left
At the meeting they made

scurrillous suggestions that SO
was using support committee
funds *o finance the productionof theSO ‘‘Collier’’bulletin, and
implied ludicrouslythat SO had
done nothing to support the
miners. In fact the local SO
group has done more consistent
work in support of the strike
thananyonelocally — producingleaflets for the miners’ wives’
committees, collecting money in
street collectionsand the Labour
Party levy,and as a result of the
workdone with food distribution
SO supporter Jill Mountford
has been made an

_
honorarymember of the miners’ wives’

committee.
The soft left who dominateNorth Staffs Labour Briefing

are in practice totally hostile tothe politics of Briefing nation-ally. It gave themthecover of a
well-known left organisation
whilst allowing them to remain
hostile to the politics of that
organisation, closeted away in
their own local ghetto. At the
same time their bureaucraticcontrol of the local organisa-
tion prevents theleft organising
a real local Briefinggroup.

Such a situation poses serious
problemsfor Briefingnationally:
Local autonomy for Briefing
zroups is one thing, but witch-
hunting bureaucratsusing Brief-
ing’s nameas a cover-is surely
somethingelse.

Le . ae
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mmmArgentina
Thatcher Lies
about Belgrano

‘Socialists

Clive Bradley reviews “Argentina — The Malvinas and
the End of Military Rule” by Alejandro Dabat and
‘Luis Lorenzano, published by Verso at £5.95.

WHEN the Tories took
Britain to war against Argen-
tinain the spring of 1982, the
first concern of most social-
ists was to argue and cam-
paign against the Tories and
oppose their war.

For it was a_ sickening
adventure designed to restore
the prestige of British imper-
ialism and boost the popular-
ity of the Thatcher govern-
ment.

The ‘Falklands factor’ — a
potent brew of nationalpride
amounting to chauvinism —

certainly helped the Tories
win last year’s election.

One reason. why was that
the leaders of the labour

“ movement did not fight the
beat-the-drumschauvinism of
the Tories and therebyhelped
them cash in on the war.

Some ‘left wing’ intellec-
tuals, like Eric Hobsbawm of
the Communist Party, after-
wards even drew the ridicul-
ous conclusion that what the
war proved was the need for
socialists to compete with the

Tories on their own terms —

to try to be more nationalist
than theyare.

Socialist Organiser cam-
paigned against the war, and
argued that a victory for
Britam was a defeat for
British workers.

The re-election of the
Tories proved us right about
that. But we arguedthatit
was the job of Argentinian
workers to oppose their own
ruling class as well. That the
seizure of the Falklands/
Malvinas islands was not part
of a genuine national libera-
tion struggle but a reaction-
ary, nationalist adventure.

For the Argentinian bour-
geoisie and the ruling military
junta; the Falklands war
served the same purposeasit
did for the British ruling
class.

This book, written by two
Argentinian socialists living in
exile in Mexico argues that
the Argentinian working class
should have opposed the
junta’s war.

A

Dabat and Lorenzano put
forward an impassioned case
against Argentinian national-
ism, which pits them politic-
ally and theoretically against
manyof the mythsof the Latin

left. Manyof the political and
théoretical points they make
are similaror identical to what
Socialist Organiser supporters
said during the warandin its
immediateaftermath.

The first point of their
argument would be hotly con-
tested not only by Argentine
nationalists, but also by the
majority of those in the world
today who call themselves
Trotskyists._

“Argentina is a politically
independent country which is
inserted into the world market
in a way- that combines finan-
cial and technological depen-
dence with its emergence as a
regional power’’. (p.1).

The authorstakeup Marxist
arguments “on the national
question, and persuasively
counter standard left wing
assumptions that non-imper-
ialist countries like Argentina
necessarily suffer from
‘national oppression’. What is
particularly forceful in their
argument is that they locate
their analysis firmly in the
tradition of Lenin, showing
that theories of ‘neo-colonial-
ism’or ‘semi-colonialism’held

 

international -

by manysocialists are at odds
both with reality and with the
classical Marxist positions.

Astheyputit, ‘‘the right to
national self-determination

. is a political claim of a
democratic. character. which
has nothing to do with econ-
omic or cultural nationalism”
(p.9,emphasisin original). 

In other words, assessing
political independence is dis-
tinct from assessing the rela-
tive strength of weakness of
particular ‘national —econ-
omies’: and from that point of
view, Argentina is indisputab-
ly an independent state which
has developed as a regional
powerin Latin America (some

THE Tory ‘War Cabinet’ of 1982
lied to the House of Commons
aboutits battle plans in the South
Atlantic.

Mrs Thatcher has continued to
lie ever since.

In particular they lied about
the circumstances in which the
battleship Belgrano went to the
bottom of the sea taking 368
of thecrew with it.

Secret papers leaked to
Labour MP Tam Dalyell suggest
that there wasasecret decision to

socialists have defined it as a
‘sub-imperialism’). .

Their second major claim is
that ‘‘Britain

... plays a com-
pletely marginal role in Argen-
tinian political and economic
life’’ (p.1). Therefore, they
argue that what they consider
to be ‘‘Argentina’s legitimate
claim for the return of the
Falklands/Malvinasis a non-
essential point, less important
than, for example, the recov-
ery of popular sovereignty,
the surmounting of the socio-
economiccrisis and the estab-
lishmentof social and political
democracy”’ (p.2).

Dabat and Lorenzano
analyse the development of
the workers’ movement in
Argentina. Argentinian capit-
alism, they argue, is under-
going a deep-rooted crisis
which can be resolved either
through its destruction and
social and political reorganis-
ation under popular, working
class control, or through state
terror and ‘genocide’ carried
out against the Argentinian
people. ,

In the face of this crisis and
attempts to drive down work-
ing class living standards and
destroy the popular organis-
ations, the Argentinian
masses have waged a militant
struggle against a succession
of dictatorships.

In the mid-1970s,-a series of
mass strikes developed that
beganto challenge the founda-
tion of the system. In July
1975, action by workers in the
capital, Buenos Aires, quickly
spread into a national general
strike. Known as_ the
‘Rodrigazo’ (after the econ-
omics minister Celestino
Rodrigo against whosepolicies
it was aimed), it lasted for
eleven days until Isabel. Peron
gave in to the workers’

extend the so-called ‘exclusion
limit? around the Falklands in
orderto sink the Belgrano.

In fact the Belgrano had beenheading for home and therefore
was no threat to British lives,whenit was sunk.

Tt was sunk because MrsThatcher wanted to undermine a
peace initiative then being madeby Peru. Nothing but the victoryand the prestige and politicalboost it would bring would isatis-fy her.

The Argentine military junta

-The South Atlantic war: the sinking of HMS Sheffield
demands.

Mass strike movements
continued after Peron’s
regime was replace by the
military in 1976, particularly
in those sections worst hit by
the economic crisis. The dic-
tatorship responded with
massive repression, carrying
out the ‘dirty war’ in which
thousands of people  dis-
appeared.

Opposition
The official~—opposition

parties — the bourgeois Radi-
cals, the Peronist Justicialista
Party, the Intransigent Party
and the Movementfor Integra-
tion and Development and the
Christian Democrats — united
in thé Multipartidaria, were
forced to lead the mass move-
ment. By the end of 1981
huge demonstrations —

50,000 in November —

opposed theregime. By March
1982 violent confrontations
were breaking out throughout
the country between the mass
movementandan increasingly
terrified repressive state
machine.

The junta’s adventure in
seizing the Falklands/Malvin-
as_ islands was __inten-
ded to headoff this movement
by reuniting the ‘nation’
around

a
‘patriotic’ project. It

was also, Dabat and Lorenzano
argue, an attempt to boost
‘the claim of Argentinian
monopoly and finance capital
to have a major stake in the .

distribution of the world
market, and hence in the
oppression and exploitation of
proletariats other than their
own’”’ (p.79). :

It was consequently a com-
pletely reactionary war; and
the authorshave harsh words
to say about those Argentinian
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had invaded the Faiklands to head
off a rising wave of discontent
and opposition within Argentine.
In turn, the then very unpopular
Thatcher used the war they
started to her own_ political
advantage.

In the war, reactionary on
both sides, Mrs Thatcher won
and went on to the election
victory of June 1983; the junta
lost and quickly crumbled, open-ing the way for a restoration of
democracy in Argentina. 
socialists who supported it,
with varying degrees of qualif-
ication.

On the main ‘Trotskyist’
group, the PST of Nahuel
Moreno, they comment that
their position ‘‘was purefantasy ... In reality, all these
currents supported the war
tout court (completely), the
rest of their positions being
exposed as empty rhetoric’’
(p.107). ,

In varying degrees this was
also true of most of those
throughout the world’ who
called themselvesTrotskyists.

The authorslist a numberof
organisations who opposed the
war, including some Trotsky-
ists. 

The authorsclaim that real
Argentine working class sup-
port for the war was minimal:
‘‘During the two months or
more of the conflict there was
not a single truly proletarian
mass demonstration, not a
single pro-war demonstration
emanating from the rank. and
file. The workers retreated to
their factories and refused to
involve themselves in the
jingoistic fervour’’ (p.109).

 

The Tories deliberately con.
cealed the truth about the sinkingof the Belgrano from Parliament
at the time and later blocked
attempts by a CommonsSelect
Committee to get at the truth.

Nowlyingis the daily breadof
ruling class politics. It is Mrs
Thatcher’s trade. But to getcaught out blatantly lying to theHouse of Commonsis a serious
matter for which mininsters haveusually been sacked. This revela-
tion is therefore a serious blow toMrs Thatcher.
 

 
If this is only half true it

adds a new dimension to the
condemnation deserved by
those socialists inside and out-
side Argentina who supported
the junta’s war: Not only did
they part company with Marx-
ist principles, but they were
also stupid victims of the
official propaganda of an
extremely. vicious military
dictatorship!

There are, I think, some
weaknesses in Dabat’s and
Lorenzano’s position. Theyarguestronglyfor the develop-
ment of a mass anti-militarist
movement, independentof the
bourgeois parties that could
link together the struggle for
democracyandthe struggle to
solve the economic crisis in
the interests of the masses —

i.e. for socialism. The pro-
gramme they put forward,
however,is very limited andis
not fundamentally a revolu-
tionary one.

It calls for price controls
rather than working class
control over wages; a reduc-
tion in military spending and
military salaries rather than
abolishing these institutions
and arming the masses; and a
tax on big capital and land-
owners, rather than their
expropriation.

Their resolute opposition to
Argentine nationalism is not
in doubt; but sometimes they
still use populist and national-
ist expressions — and their
programme calls for’ ‘‘the
expropriation under workers’
control of enterprises acting
against the national and
popular economy’”’ ¢p.192).

Nevertheless, this is an
importantand valuablebook, a
healthy tonic antidote to the
nationalistmythsoften passed
off as revolutionarysocialism.
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THE MAFTA AND
THE US.
UNIONS

Andrew Hornung reviews ‘Crime Inc.’’, 9.00pm Wed-
nesdays, ITV. Last week’s episode dealt with the involve-
ment of organised crime in
movement.

THE huge success of Mario
Puzzo’s book, “The God-
father”, lay not simply in the
racy, violent tale it told, but
in the author’s ability to
make gangsterism look like
nothing more than another
version of the American
Dream. In the mob wars no
one gets hurt except the
other side’s soldiers or, occa-
sionally a cop — really also
anothersoldier.

The key to thiswas the virtual
omission of any references to
ordinary people: wars are fought
without so muchasa stray bullet,
men become masters but you
never see the slaves and fortunes
are amassed with nobody coming
out the loser except other fortune
hunters. It is as if there is a
horrific boardgame called ‘Mob
Monopoly” which doesn’t affect
non-playersat all.

Puzzo’s preference for cheap
thrills and reactionary  senti-
mentalism — albeit accompanied
by a great deal of fine observa-
tion — was wholly predictable.
The author claimed no other pur-
pose than to make a million out
of writing a novel.

But, is it not reasonable to
expect a little better from ITV’s
much proclaimed documentary,
“Crime Inc.”? Unfortunately,
“Crime Inc.” isn’t better, and its
recent section devoted to the
involvement of organised crime in
the US trade union movement
was Puzzo all over again — minus
the thrills.

.The programme concentrated
on Mafia links with transport
unions, in the Teamsters Union
and in the docks of the eastern
seaboard. It focussed on the
FBI’s* successful indictment of
several hgods operating out of
Miami, afi action made possible
by using as bait a small-time
container-yatd operator who had
been forced into workingwith the
crooks.

His own workersare invisible.
Were they unjonised before the
mob arrived or not? What was
their reaction to having mobsters
on the payroll? Silence. Apart
from a single reference to a
worker killed reputedly by the
mob for opposing them, the real
victims of the hoodsare ignored.

the American trade union

Again, in the section devoted
to the Teamsters, a single brief
reference was made to a union
reform committee, but not
enough to counterbalance the
cops and robbers focus of the
programme.

Other documentaries have
managed to paint the real livingpicture of union corruption, mob
violence, rank andfileresistance
and state activity. ‘Harlan
County USA”,for instance, gives
a moving and accurate picture of
Tony Boyle’srule over the United
Mineworkers of America, his
ordering of the slaying of the
Yablonsky family,the subsequent
victory of the Miller-led coalition
that reformed the union and,indeed, that coalition’s short-
comings.

Inconsistent
The message of the ITV docu-

mentary is basically that the FBI
is the only agency that can curb
the mobsters. This is not only
absurd by revolutionary socialist
standards, but inconsistent with
what other sections of the same
documentary series have shown:
that the FBI has often worked
handin hand with the Mafjg.According to “Crime Inc”,
gangsters got their first foothold
in US trade unionism when union
leaders hired them as picket
defence guards. This ‘‘evidence”
comes from an ex-Mafia boss.

.
Ilustrating this statement

were unattributed film clips
accompanied by an anonymous
voice declaring thatwhat we were
watching was a battle between
thugs hired by the union and
thugs hired by the employers with
the pigs in the middle (no, that’s
not how the voice putit).

Nowthis is a straightforward
lie, if lies can ever be said to be
straightforward. The longest of
the clips actually showed a shoot-
out between armed deputies,
enlisted by thepolice, and pickets
in the 1933 TubeCompany Plant
near Pittsburg.

As other pictures (not shown
by ITV) reveal, the cops play
an active part killing pickets ddidn’t leave the job only t
deputies,
likely were hoods.

What is of greater political
importance is that the period of
the Tube Company strike, the

many of whom quite.

(

 

 

  
 

 

 

in Minneapolis, 1934.
period of the late Depression
years, when the industrial unions
created in the early 1930s were
still being shaped, was not charac-
terised by increased gangster con-
trol over unions. .It was character-
ised by the emergence of a more
militant, less corrupt trade union
federation, the CIO.

It was further characterised bythe organisation of armed
workers’ defence squads in many
strikes.

The TubeCompanystrike was
only one in a rash of ferocious
depression clashes between organ- 
Top: threescenes fromtheEdgewood strike. Bottom:streetbattles

 
ised labour and the employers
who were backed both by the
state (cops, national guard and

_deputies) and mobsters. These
clashes, the Autolite strike, the
Flint sit-down, the Akron strike
and others saw the creation of
organised workers’ armed squads.

The best documented and one
of the best organised of these was
the “citizen’s army” that beat
back the bosses in the great
Minneapolis Teamsters strike in
1934,

Of course, to show this class
war in its true light would be to

‘invite very different conclusions
from those flattering to the FBI.
It would be to show how workers
have fought violence with
violence and purged their unions
themselves of rottenness and
corruption, both by gangsters
and by reactionary conspiracies
like CatholicAction.

To show this, and in the
middle of the miners’ strike too
... Well, that really is asking too
much!

Butit is really a very modest
plea to ask of the ITV to give an
account of Mafia involvement in
US trade unions which showsthe
union rank and file both as the
real victims and as the actual and
potential agents of change. After
all, even the film had to admit
that the FBI took years to make
their arrests and that it merely
led to one gangster taking over
where anotherhadleft off.

ITV claim that “Crime Inc.”
cost a fortune to make. Maybe so.
But so long as it adopts the
themes of the cheap dime novel
it will be no more than an occa-
sionally titillatingand historically
trivial documentary.

-were to begin

    Leon Trotsky
On 14 March ata quarterto three in the afternoon thegreatest livingthinkerceased to think.He had beenleftalone scarcely two minutes,
and when we came back we found him in his armchair, peacefully
goneto sleep, but for ever.’

From Engels’ speech at thegravesideof Karl Marx.
It is 44 years since one of the 20th century socialist movement’s

greatest minds, that of Leon Trotsky,ceased to think.On August 20,1940, Leon Trotsky, who together with Lenin, had led the Russianworkers’ revolution of October 1917, was struck down with a blow to
the head from an ice pick wielded by an assassin sent by the Russian
dictator Stalin. Stalin was the leader of the Russian bureaucracywhich
had displaced the workers as rulers of the USSR. Trotsky would have
been 61 on November 7, 1940,

No other socialist militant has ever had so broad and deep an exper-
ience of all thephases of working class struggle as Leon Trotskyhad. In
his teens in Tsarist Russia he was jailedfor helping workersset up illegal
trade unions. During the 1905 Revolution he was — still in his 20s —

the leader of the Workers’ Parliament (Soviet) in St. Petersburg (now
Leningrad),after which he wasjailedand exiled.

He was for 20 years before 1917 a revolutionary socialist agitator,journalist,and a theoreticianof the workers’ movement. He wasactive
in France, Austria and the USA aswell as in Russia. He helped organ-
ise the first stirrings of resistance in France to the great slaughterithat
was World War I.

Back in Russia after the Tsar was overthrown in February 1917,
Trotsky was again elected leader of the Petrograd Soviet. (During the
war, St. Petersburg, becauseof its German-sounding name had been
renamed Petrograd).

Octoberrevolution
Trotsky joined Lenin’s Bolshevik Party and was immediately elec-

ted to its Central Committee, receiving more votes than any other
memberapart from Lenin. In October 1917 he was thecentral organis-
er of thewor class insurrection organised through the Soviets.

Whenfull-scale civil war broke out, which soon merged with the
invasion of armies from noless than14 capitalist states, includingBritain, Trotsky, as Commissar for war, was first the organiser and
then theleader ofthenewlycreated Red Amy.

With peace, Trotsky, like everyoneelse, ‘turned to reconstruction
work, Following the defeat of workers’ revolution in the rest of
Europe, a new ruling elite based on thestate bureaucracytook control
in the USSR. Trotsky separated himself from the bureaucracy and.
together with the incorrupitible Bolsheviks, went into opposition.Defeated, he was expelled from the USSR. Many of his comrades
were jailed or sent to Siberia, where eventually they would be
slaughtered. .

In exile again, Trotsky
munist Parties. In the period before Hitler came to power in Germany,
crushing and destroying the German labour movement, Trotsky wrote
many prophetic pamphlets and articles to warn the German workers
against the policies of the mass German Communist Party which were
to lead to their destruction.

But Trotsky was nowisolated. He would die isolated with only a
tiny handful of supporters.

Throughout the °30s he watched helplessly as one after another,
the Stalinists and reformists led the European labour movements to
destruction at the hands of fascism and reaction in Germany,Austria,
Spain and France. His:voluminous writings on these life and death
questions armed only smallminorities and had no effect on theStalinist
and reformist led mass workers’movement. It would be decades beforethey became widely known to newgenerationsof socialists.

In a private diary, he wrote in 1935 that he felt, watching the
European labour movement go to its destruction,likea wise oldiphysi-
cian forced to watch the destruction of someone he loved whom|he
knew howto save but was prevented from saving.TheStalinist domination of the would-be revolutionary sections of
the Europeanlabour movementisolated and paralysedhim.

He would never escape from the nightmare. He witnessed the
Stalinist bureaucracyconsolidating its power in themid-’30s by waging’
a murderous, one-sided civil war on the Russian workers and peasants.
He saw Stalin and Hitler make a pact to partition Poland and the
Nazis, with Stalin’s backing,overrun Western Europe.Trotsky’'s life was entwined with the greatest achievementsof the
labour movement and with its descent into theabyss in the 1930s. The
very : anner of his death symbolised perfectly the fate of the massrevolutionary movement he, together with Lenin, had organised and
led,Vee Trotsky never gave up. He reasoned, analysed and wrote: he
workéd. to prepare the future of the labour movement. He told the
bitter truth come what may.. His writings are of immense value to the
labour. movement today — though he would surely have great con-
tempt forthose degenerate “Trotskyists”who treat them as holy writ.

The; following passage, sometimes called Trotsky’s Testament,
sums up Trotsky’spersonal philosophy.When the future generationshe
talks of here have finished off class society theywill rememberTrotsky
with love and gratitude.

“For foroe-three years of my consciouslife I have been a revohution-
ary; and for forty-two I have fought under thebanner of Marxism.If I

I overagain, I would
.. . try to avoid making thisor

thatmistake, but themain course of my life would remain ‘anchanged. I
shall die a proletarian revolutionary,a Marxist, a dialecticalmaterialist,
and consequently an irreconcilableatheist. My faith in the communist
future of mankindis notless ardent, indeedit is firmer today, than it
wasin the days of my youth,

Natasha [Natalia Sedova, his companion] has just come up to the
window from the courtyard and opened it wider so that the ai may
enter morefreely into my room.I can see the bright green strip of grass -

beneath the wail, and the clear blue sky above the wall, and sunlight
everywhere, Lifeis beautiful. Let the future generations cleanse it of

.
all evil, oppression, and violence,'andenjoy it to the full.”

becamea far-sighted critic of Stalin’s Com- -
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Dust on the Extend the scheme
By Les Hearn

AS farming has become moremechanised, farmers have had toenlarge and regularise fields sothat their expensive machinery
can be used moreeffectively.This has involved uprootinghedges, demolishing stone walls,
andfelling trees.

Recently, guaranteed highprices for grain have encour-aged farmers to increase arable
acreage by draining marshes,cutting down woods, and turninggrasslands and uplands over to
crops, :

Since Britain (and the EEC)is ‘self-sufficient in grain, thesurplus is bought by the govern-ment at a generous priée andStored at great expense. Thepredicted surplus this yearamounts to nearly 20% of thetotal harvest.
Environmentalists have longprotested at the unnecessary andharmful destruction of thecomplex and ancient communitiesof plants and animals found inBritain’s marshes, heaths, hills,woodsand hedgerows.
The end result of such ptac-tices are the endless “prairies” ofEast Anglia — windswept wheat-fields stretching for miles,
But is this actually bad?Ignore the environmentalistsfor a

momentandlet us suppose thereis a market for all the grain we
can produce.Is thisreally the best *

way to produceit?
A recent study by agricul-tural scientists suggests not for -

they conclude that one-fifth ofBritain’s arable land is in dangerof excessive erosion. In particular,” the scientists (from Silsoe College,

 
.Renee

Cranfield Institute of Technol-ogy) say “if ‘current rates of
erosion on sandy and sandy/foamsoil continue, it is doubtful if
continued use of these soils canbe maintained into the nextcentury.”

Thus, current farmingpractices are leading to a catas-trophic’ decline in soil fertility.
- Howis thishappening?

Life on earth is only ~skin-deep, as it depends mainly on thefertility of a six-inch covering of
top-soil. .

Top-soil is constantly eroded
by the action of wind and waterbut is simultaneously replaced bythe break-up of rocks and thedecay ofplant and ani! siatter,Erosion of top-soil can be slowed
down or stopped if the soil isanchored by plant roots and
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heels of profit
shielded from wind and rain byplantleaves.

But plough up grassland andchop downtrees and the protec-tion is removed.
Of course, while the crops aregrowing, there is some protec-tion, but the fields are frequentlybare, particularly during the wetand windy winter months.Uprooting hedges and other wind-breaks makesit worse.
The Silsoe scientists foundthat heavily-wooded or otheruntouched soils lost only about

a gram per square metre througherosion each year, far less thanthe rate of replacement.
However, a field of winterwheat planted on a slope couldlose 2.4 kilograms oftop soil persquare metre per year — 2,400times as much!
Indeed, in one storm on theNorfolk “prairies” in 1975 nearly20 kg per square metre was sweptaway,
Such erosion leads to a loss infertility and already some farmershave had to abandonfields due tofalling yields.
Areas most at risk includeNorfolk, parts of Notts, and the"

Vale of York. Though the processis a fairly slow one, the Silsoescientists believe it needs to betacklednow.
Dr. Roy Morgan, head of thecollege’s Soil Erosion Unit, saysthe best way to stop erosionis to

put the land under grass or tobring back crop rotation so thatthe land can lie fallow period-ically and “recover”. Of course,thiswouldhit the sacredprofits.Some researchers are looking
at different methods of tilling.One suggestion is to plough corn
stubble ~into the seil (ratherthan burn it) so that it can buildthe soil.

Most ironic of all is the
suggestion of planting hedges aswind breaks.

The problem of erosion in
Britain is not so great as in the
American dust-bow! disaster of
the 1930s, or in the modern
Sahel region and other parts of
the Third World where poor
peasants are forced to cultivate
the margins while the best soils
are used by multinationals to
grow cash-crops. :

However, it is an increasingproblem, in which the chaos ofcapitalism many produce a dust-bowl, just as the madness of
‘imperialism may produce a radio-
active dustbowl.
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WORKING class action in thedocks is growing, following the‘partial victory secured in thenational docks Strike a fewweeks agg, ' LoS,

Now theprospect of a newstrike is loomihgs The NationalDocks Labour Board wants toavoid it, but they may not be‘able to.
Dockers at Hunterston areblacking coal from the Ostiadestined for Ravenscraig steel-works. The British Steel Cor-

, poration has argued that it ispossikle“* td unload the Ostia~using iymembers of the Ironand: Steel Tiades Confederation,(STC) without breaking the
national dock labour scheme
under which only dockers. do
such work atregistered ports.Last week the National DocksLabour Board deferred a deci-
sion on’ the BSG. proposals and onTuesday, 2istS\it backed the

 _
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Union day March, Liverpool. Phot
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Behind the possibilityof a
nationaldock strike is morethan just the immediate
issue in Hunterston. Dock
workers nationally aretakingaction.Clive Bradley
reports.
 

dockers. After four hours, theBoard agreed that unloadingshould not take place withoutthe presenceof registereddockers.
Since the dockers are refusingto be present, the ball is now inthe BSC’s court. If they try to

move coal they will provoke anational dock strike. They maynevertheless be forced to provoke
a strike in order to move coal
 

: John Harris

supplies which, they say, areurgently needed at Ravenscraig.Tripartite talks are now goingon between the TGWU, BSC and°the Hunterston Port Authority.
But it’s not only at Hunterstonthat activity is taking place in thedocks.

In Bristol, 52 tugmen are onstrike after their employer, CovyShip Towage of Avonmouth,suspended withoutpay four mem-bers of the TGWU for refusing to”work with non-union labour,Also in Bristol a dispute isdeveloping over attempts by theport authority to use outside
contractors to drive cranes, withTegistered dockers just observing.

Southampton
In Southampton’s experimen-tal ‘freeport’, just days after itopened, 1100 dockers in theneighbouring Southampton docksclaim that non-union labour is

 
  

 
 

How to fight rate-cap
John Newman,convenorofIslingtonDLOspoketo Mick O’Sullivan.
What do-you think will be the
effect on the workforcein Isling-
ton of rate capping?

;Islington council has doneits
own projection on rate-capping.
The total loss from their budget
will be © approximately £8%
million. The effect on the DLO
will be a job loss of 80. Across the
whole of the borough, the loss
could be 1,000.
How do you feel the council is
shaping upto this threat?

.Their strategy is not to fix a
tate. They have said they are
going to resist to the bitter end
cuts in jobs or services. However
the trade unionists in Islingtonhave grave doubts that the council
will either be willing or able to
carry out this promise if the
unions do not press them hard.
The point is that without the.
trade unions solid backing they
will not be able toresist.

What role do you see for the
unions?

The leading one. We have putdemandsto the council that there
will be no cooperation with cuts
from the joint trade unions in
Islington, whether this be from a
council which has backed down
or from the government commis-
sioners.

What has been the council’s res-
ponse to this?

At present they are in recess
and haven’t come back to us.
However. I would stress that we
don’t ‘see the council as the
enemy, only that there are limits
to what they can achieve as
isolated individuals in the Towa

Hall. We wantto see a joint fightbut this struggle cannot be about
councils uttering fine phrases to
the converted. They have got to
realise that while their politicalfuture and prestige is at stake, itis our jobs.
What has been the reaction of
the shopfloor?

We have had meetings over
tate capping since the beginningof the year. We have had well
attended meetings in the buildingdepartment. The next stage for
the trade unionsin the DLOis to
get committed support from the -

workforce to confront the govern-
ment. We hope wewill be able to
present this as a united struggle
not only of the workers in Isling-
ton but of a united struggle ofall
workers facing rate capping in the
country. People are either going
to take action to defend theirjobs and services or they will seethem disappear.
Do you think the existing trade
union structures are adequate toorganising thismovement?

We have madea start in that
we. have

a
joint trade union com-mittee. The leaders of all the

unions are united around thiscampaign. This gives us quite agood base and makes. our union
Structures more advanced than.in
many boroughs - where thedifferent unions don’t really talk
to each other.

_However we would be under
no illusions that we are going tohave © problems convincing

—
themembership. The climate at the

moment is one offear at losingthese jobs coupled with a grow-ing disbelief that the unions areserious about defending jobs.The miners’ strike is all important
_
Sion,

in this: victory will show that -

militancy and tenacity pay. That
is why it is so crucial that a uni-
fied campaign is built which
inspires the shop floor, and draws
them into activity by showingpeople thatwe meanto win.

It is because of this that ourfirst job is to get as much co-operation with groups of workers
in other boroughs. We wantto see
a trade union approach from all
the affected boroughs.
What steps have been taken toachieve this?

At the moment weare at the
stage of making contacts in the
otherboroughs. Initially this will
be with the other London
boroughs affected. It means that
there are a lot of different initia:
tives from various trade unions.
The main task will be puttingthese together. Once we have
done this we will be looking for amuch wider trade union involve-
ment.

Once the trade union forceshave been organised, what will‘theydo?
We have already produced 4leaflet for tenants explainingwhy they should cooperatein thefightback with the unions, We

are also looking for involvementfrom voluntary organisations,tenants’ associations, LabourParties, etc., in a campaign coor-dinating committee.
The problem is convincingpeople in general that a fight-back against plans to destroy local

services and democracy is bothworthwhile and. possible. Thetrade unions have the nationalstrength to organise and lead such
a struggle to a successful conclu-

  
working in the 11 acre zonethe ‘free port’, and demandthe right to handle cargoes there

In Immingham, wherethepvious national strike was sparkoff, dockers are refusing to lo:iron ore onto lorries for BSCplant in Scunthorpe.
London

. In Liverpool, there have beethree disputes in the past week ¢
so.

In the Port of London Auttority, there is a dispute over2.5% pay offer.
Whatall this indicates is tha

dock workers are ready and wil!ing to fight. All that is needed isspark, as -is kindling ‘n Hunter:
ton, for another national docl
strike to cake place. Suchastrike
as welt as coming to the aid othe miners, should aim: for thNational Dock Labour Scheme t
be extendedto all ports.

Rail
©

 

By Rob Dawber
ALL movements of coal byrailare now moreorless stopped.Westhouses depot, just outsideChesterfield, joined the stoppage

a fortnight ago. Coal by rail is
now only going into Ratcliffe-on-Soar and High Marnham.

These two depots, plus Coal-ville in Leicestershire, are nowunder heavy pressure from
management to work normally.All money is being stoppedand train crews are being senthome before having the chance
to refuse. Part of the aim is to dry
up the money being used to make
up their wages.

:One other note of hope fromthe railways, is the industrialaction to begin on September 10in protest at job losses and clo-
sures. The action is called ‘‘non-
cooperation” — basically a work-to-rule or overtime ban to bedecided locally.

The railwaysexist on overtimewith something like an average 54hour week and the rule book isabout an inch thick,designed by
management as an_ insurancepolicy to cover every eventuality.If something goes wrong, then
an inquiry will alwaysfind that anemployee has not followed sometule. That means a work to rulewill completely paralyse railwork-ers’ jobs. This provides a goodOpportunityfor linking up at rank

andfilelevel.
Worrying signs, however, arecoming from the NURleadershipwho at the demonstration inDerby on August 10 against thethreat to jobs in BR workshops,stressed that it was only a demon.stration aboutrailwaysand askedthe miners who went along to

support to go to the back.When BR Chair Bob “Mag-Gregor” Reid says the NUR/ASLEFaction is only surrogatesupport for the NUM, they are
cagey about the connection.We should be saying thatthisis a commonstruggle against a
commonenemy.

We should join forces andstrengthen each other.

Last week’s paper
Last week’s issue of SocialistOrganiser left a lot to be desiredin the way of neatness and pres-entation and, due to events at theprinters outside our control, the
two centre pages weren’t properlypaired up. The usual difficulties
caused by. producing a weekly
Paper on a shoestring were lastweek exacerbated by the indis-position of comrades and to capit all the failureof our typesettingequipment on the first day ofproduction. You saw the result.Sorry. :

: .
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Lairds:
DEFEND THEOCCUPATIO
By LOL DUFFY,Secretary of the Cammell LairdsOccupation Committee.

 
MANAGEMENTintend to sack
all those invoved in the occupa-
tion of the naval destroyer and
gas rig at Cammell Lairds ship-
yard in Birkenhead, as from 4.30
pm on Thursday August 23.

They announced their inten-
tions at a meeting with stewards
involved in the occupation on
Tuesday. afternoon,(21st).

They told us that as no
agreement could be reached, they
now considered the occupation to
be unacceptable and_those
involved in the occupations
should leave the vessels and give
guarantees that they would not
hinder their removal from the
yard. Failure to comply with this
would result in thefr being sum-marily dismissed for gross mis-
conduct.

Those involved in the occupa-
: tion had planned well in advance

for just such a move, and we
expect the dismissal notices to be
followed by writs for our
removal.

Meeting
A full meeting of the occupa-

| tion will take place on Wednes-
day August 22 at midday, when
final plans will be put into action.

Whatlookslikely to come out
of the meeting is a tightening up
of the occupation, with safety
work — which has been allowed
up to now — being stopped.

Management have allowed us
free access to the yard up to now,
but they plan io end this on
Thursday as well.

Anothercall likely to be made
from the meeting is for other
people to come and join us in
occupying the vessels and a mass
picket on the gates on Tuesday
(28th).

There have already been offers
| to help occupy from the unem-
| ployed and from miners.

' There is no doubt that British
Shipbuilders are worried about a
victory’ for

Ly 
the occupiers at.

Cammell Laird. Of the 100 or so
involved in the occupation there
are only about 36 on their notice
and those could easily be
absorbed in the yard. But that
would mean keeping militants in
the yard to fight privatisationplans. And other shipyards would
see that the government and
the: employers could be fought
and beaten in their plans to deci-
mate the industry.

We are confident that we can
win this fight and management’s
latest plans are a sign of despera-tion on their part. This gives us
the chance of involving the com-
munity and organised labour
movementdirectly in our fight to

. Savejobs.
.,~Thedccupation has been made

officiat -by the GMBATUMessages of—support and
donations have come from the
foltowing: Bearsham NUM, Bear
sham Women’s Support Group,
Houghton Miners’ Support
Group, Point of Ayr Women’s
Support Group, Point of Ayr
Striking Miners, Wallsend Ship-
yard Committee, Liverpool Cor-
poration building workers, Wirral
Trades Council, Wirral Trades
Council Women’s Group, ACTTS
(TGWU) 1/208 branch, London,
BoilermakersJoint Shop Stewards
Committee, Vickers shipyard,
Barrow, Neptune shipyardEETPU, TGWU 6/506 branch,
Swan Hunters AUEW stewards
committee, TGWU 6/612 branch,
ACTTS6/567 branch, Merseyside
group of,Labour MPs, Neptune
and Heburn yards Confed com-
mittees. as well as the local unem-
ployed group, the county council
and the Merseyside Campaign
Committee (apologies to anyone
left out).

If you want to help us contact
Lol Duffy, Secretary, Occupation
Committee, c/o Birkenhead
Unemployed
.

Centre. Central
Station Old Offices, 1 Argyle
Street South, Birkenhead, L41
SBD,orphone 051-647 6122.

official documents

 We’ve found ourselves new premises. We’rewaiting to sign the
lease. And then we’ve got to do up thebuildingbeforemoving
in. We think this will cost £2,000 (the place needs rewiring,
for example). That’s a lot of money to raise when comrades
are well overdrawn, spending their money supporting the
miners. But we can’t move intillwe’ve done the place up, so
we’ve just got to get the money.

To kick off, we’ve received £100 in donations this week,
with £50 coming from Chris Whyteheadin Bristol. We want.to
give the fund a big boost at the SummerSchool by taking a

| large collection, and after that we will rely on the generosityand fund-raisingexpertise of our supporters.
Forexample, why don’t you.buy us a drink. We reckon

that most comrades go to a pub at least once a week. When
you're getting your roundin,put aside themoney for another
one andsendit to us!

All donations to. Socialist Organiser, 214 Sickert Court,
Essex: Road. London N1 2SY. :

 
 

 

THE astonishing revelations
which are contained in the

which
have been leaked to Tam
Dalyell demand an appro-
priate response from the
labour movement.

It is quite clear that Parlia-
ment has been deceived, and
indeed deliberately misin-
formed, and that efforts to
arrive at the truth have been
systematicallyobstructed.

No doubt the Parliamen-
tary Labour Party will con-
sider how to carry forward
the indictment which Tam
Dalyell’s insistent question-
ing has madeso necessary.

But before Parliament re-
assembles, the labour move-
ment itself needs to makeits
own assessment of this
scandal. Quite clearly there
has to be a full-scale debate
at the Labour Party confer-
ence. This debate needs to

 

STOP PRESS. At a meeting on
Wednesday August 22, the

” strikers took a unanimous deci-
sion to stay in occupation. They
issued a call to the labour move-
ment: to attend a mass picket at
7.0Qam next Tuesday, 28th, out-
side the gates, and to offer help
to theoccupation.

_ 

 
By Ken Coates,

BertrandRussell Peace
Foundation

examine not only

_
the

evidence concerning govern-
ment deceptions, but also a
numberofrelated questions.

Theoriginal reproach con-
cerning the development of
the Falklands war was that
the sinking of the Belgrano
prevented the success of
diplomatic initiatives ‘taken
within the framework of
United Nations resolutions.

To this reproach it is
necessary to add another:
there seems to be prima facie
evidence that the task force -

carried nuclear weapons into
the nuclear-free zone area
which is covered by the
Treaty of Tlatelolco, thus
breaching the British govern-
ment’s solemn pledges. under
the protocols which it signed
to uphold that ‘1reaty.

  
YCND’s
on Wormwood Scrubs last
returned hometiredbut enthusiasticabout theprospects"
for thecampaign if it continues to develop slogans such as
thosepictured.

orce was Nuclear
The immediate implication

of the leaked documents is
that there is now a major
government crisis, since
official duplicity has been
clearly exposed.

In order to ensure that
these issues are thoroughly
ventilated, Constituency
Parties and Trade Unions
should table. emergency
motions to the Labour Party
conference. All this newinformation, which
become available since the
closing date for the receipt of
motions for the conference
agenda, will be beyond the
reach of conference delegates
unless the emergency proce- .

duresare activated.
These procedures allow

debate on pressing matters
whicharise after normal con-
ference arrangements time-
tables have beenclosed. But
the definition of an ‘‘emer-
gency” is not always unan-
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imously agreed by those res-
ponsible for preparing final
agendas.
hope the largest number of
affiliated organisations will
take up the challenge, so that
it can be clearly seen that the

For this reason I

epic BasesTour of 84arrived in blazingsunshine <

Saturday. Most marchers

entire movement is troubled ©

has.

by this profoundly important
matter.
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Join the Labour Party. i
Write to: The Labour |
Party, 150 Walworth
Road, London SE17 A
1JT.
Subscription is .7 per
year, £2 unwaged, 50p
OAPs. :
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