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3 Ol “In view of what happened in
la lSt Northern Ireland at the weekend, |

want to warn the mining commun-
ity here that the police tactics that
are being developed and used in

Northern Ireland would represent
the next stage in Britain.”
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Day after day the Coal
Board and local press say that
there has been a record turn-
out at local pits, but no one
can believe their claims.

However, it is clear that a
substantial number of scabs
are going in to work in-North
Staffordshire. One picket at
Wolstanton last week told us
that he estimated that more
than S0% were going in to
work at every pit in the area
other than Wolstanton. Even
at Wolstanton the number
going in to work has risen
from five at the beginning of
the strike to about 50 now.

It also appears tht the local
leaderhsip is beginning to
bend. At a meeting of the
Miners'  Wives'  Support
Committee a couple of weeks
ago, Area President Joe Wills
is reported to have said that
the time had come for Scargill
to start compromising so they
could get back to work.

Last week at Florence
colliery a clear example =¥ the
tack of leadership was given.
In the morning there had been
a meeting to discuss Rule 51.
At midday there was a large
queue of miners outside the
social club waiting for their
food parcels. Few of them had
turned up to the meeting
(which voted to oppose Rule
51). The women asked the men
to do a bit on the picket line
while they waited for their
parcel. They all refused, so
the women said right, we're
shutting up so that we can go
o= the picket. You'll have to
=art
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A sumber of miners have
imed the Labour Party with
intention of shaking it up.
Given the bureaucratic con-
wrod that the soft left have over
the Party at a local Jevel it is
ikelv 10 be some time before
that comes about, but if suffic-
ient miners join the Party and
help turning it outwards to the
strike that will help turn the
nde.

Vigorous leadership is
seeded at a Jocal level. At the
present time the signs are that
the only place that can come
from is the rank and file
miners.. « -

ON Tuesday, Arthur Scargill
underlined the reasons behind
the latest combined media,
NCB and government propa-
ganda campaign against the
NUM.

“One, we are ppproaching a
vital TUC congress where the
matter will be discussed and the
NUM will be seeking support,
Secondly, a5 we go into Septem-
ber the amount of coal burnt will
increase substantially und every-
one recognises that in those oir-
cumstances the union’s position
becomes stronger.”

Frightened by the prospect
and the effect of widescale
support for the miners on the
floor of the TUC congress, an
attempt is clearly being made to
try to minimise and undermine
it,

The new campaign to organise
a significant scabbing movement
is geared to voincide with the
opening of the TUC. The scab-
herders have culled for o coneer-
ted return to work in Yorkshire
on September 3. Meanwhile the
dirty propaganda  campaign
against so<called NUM  violence
reaches hysteria pitch.

Massive resources were  put
into trying to pel scabs into the
pits over. the last week, the first
after the holiday for many collier-
ies. [t Hopped,

Certainly u few more indiy-
idupls * did return, But the
numbers were very small,

Arthur - Scargill comniented:
“The position (oday is as solid as
it was just after the dispule
sturted, with 8077 of our members
on strike'".

And the Uinancial  Times
presented u sober picture from
the bosses’ side. "“Nationally, the
week-by-week *drift buck® figures
remain modest”™, On Wednesduy
they said. “The drift back to
work at the pits inched forwurds
yesterday but the rale contin-
ued to be pamfully slow. inspric
of much lighter pickcting than on
the pre F 4
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“All yesterday, TV, radio and the press were talking
about violence. During the course of this dispute,
over 2,000 of our people have been injured. Two of
our members have been killed. One young miner has
died working voluntarily underground to save a pit,
And even as | speak we've a young lad, 24 years of
age, fighting for his life in a north-eastern hospital as
a result of an injury on a picket line. Don’t talk to me
about violence. Talk to this government and the
police — they’re responsible.”

By John Bloxam

of legal action against the TGWU,
the main concrete proposal to
come from the council of war was
a call on unions to support the
NUM at the TUC,

The most significant amend-
ment to appear on the TUC
agenda wias a4 last minufe one
from the furniturc: makesrs union,
FTAT, which iy reported to be
calling for a one-dasy general strike
in support of the miners

Apart from this the “rotal
trade union commitment™ that
Ron Todd called for fast week
amounts ta amendments from the
left unions calling for a weckly
levy for the miners, together with
calls not to cross picket lines or
handle coal, coke or other myter-
inds  “delivered by non-union
fabour or members of the armed
forces "

These are disgracefully inade-

uate,

Meamwhile Neil Kinnock con-
tinues 1o denounce calls for
general strike action in support of
the miners, And the trade union
right wing find even these inade-
quate amendments oo imuch 1o
take.

Despite  the  NUM's  urgent
need Tor finance. Alan Tultin
of the UCW went on radio 1o
insist that any trode union levy
should  be  “volumiary'.  The
ELTPU, which is led by the arch-
scab Frank Chapple, have pro-
duced an amendment to delete
eriticisn of the police. Instead
they want to condemn the NUM's
picketing,

The mincrs will got o major
boost if the pro-NUM umend-
ments are carried and the right
wing solidly defeated.  After
Saturday's Wwomen’s  demonstra-
tion Arthur Scargil) issued a call
at the rully to campaign for such a
TUC decision:

“I'm going to ask you to take
the issues and to take the case of
this union to every single branch
of every single union during the
of the next three weeks.

courss

We want 1o win mussive support
2t the Trades Union Congress.
We'se 2 right to go to thal
Congres pot to beg. but to
demand assestaoce  from  our
trothers aad wstery”

Rochdale Miners
Solidarity Committee
Public meeting

Speskers:

Peter Heathfield, NUM
General Secretary
Jack Taylor, President,
Yorkshire Area NUM.
Lorraine Johnson, Women
Against Pit Closures, Bold
Colliery
Terry Fields MP
Tuesday 21 Aungust at 7.30
Broadfield School, King St.

. Rochdale

Mardy Lodge NUM
Rally and Gala
Darrsn Park . Ferndale
Moaday 27 August.
930 am.

Midlznds Women Agamnst
Pit Closures

Meeting for miners’ wives
support groups and women's
groups in support of the
miners.

Wolverhampton Civic Centre

Saturday | September
i1 am to 3 pm.

Lobby TUC on Sept. 3

“I've been asked over the past few weks to condemn
members of my union. I'm going to make my
position absolutely clear. My stand is a principled
one and it's a class stand. I am not prepared to con-
demn the magnificent men and women who have
been on our picket lines and who are determined to
fight for the right to work.’

— was  assaulted by police
three weeks ago at Bickershaw
colliery. Lancs, She has photos
showing scrious bruising of
her -arm and throat where the
police roughed her up, She
told  Judith Bonner what
hiappened,

I regularly go down 10 the
picket line With my husband.
Joc. That morning we  got
down there for about 6 am,
Well. it was six by the time Joe
got me out of the car and into
the chair.

There's a road into the pit
gate and on one side there are
two houses facing a  grass
verge.

Usually the police keep us
at least 80 or 90 feet away from
the gates. On this particular
morning there was no-en there
— no pickets or police. just
me and Joe.

So 1 said we may as well not
keep so distant. Still we were
about ten feet from the pave-
ment, on the grass, and about
50 feet from the pit gates.

So. that merning, Joe just
stopped my chair- there and
knelt on the side of the chgir.
We talked about how-unusual
it was to see no pickets or
police there. | talked too soon.
Out of the pit gates came a

| want to become a Socialist Organ-
iser supporter/ | want more inform-
ation.

Brenda Stout spoke to
Judith Bonner.

police constable. He turned
round, directed nothing at
Joc¢ but directed himself at me

by saving “You'll have to
move™’,
"1 beg vour pardon’” |

said. ““I'mi not moving. I'm
not obstructing or harassing
anvone or ansthing''. 1 told
him this, so he went back.

Then a police sergeant came
vut and sgain he didn't con-
front my husband, but me.
“*My  inspector savs vou've
got to move'". He was very
adamant. | turned round.
“Tell him 'm not moving"
I said. He went back in.

Out walked an inspector,
the sergeant, the first con-
stable and another constable
besides.

The sergeant turned to my
husband. '*Are you RoOing to
move yvour wife''. So I said,
**Joe, don't -move me. Don't
touch my chair, Jove, I'm
doing nowt wrong, causing no
obstruction, nothing.""

Joe retorted, **I'm not mov-
ing her, she's a mind of her
own. If she doesn't want to
move. she doesn't.”

With - that the sergeant
said, ‘'If you don't move her,
we will"” and he stepped

Miiddle Lane, Longor N8 8PL.
e D

Get AN\SED‘-

Become a supporter of the Socialist

Organiser Alliance - groups are establi-

shed in most large towns. We ask £1508

month minimum (20p unwaged} contri-
ution from supporters.

Brenda Stout’s story

Brenda Stout, who has to rely
on a wheel-chair to get about

between the handles of my
¢hair and started-to move me
with the brakes still on.

Then this constable got held
of my kneck and really applied
pressure on my pressure
points. It hurt like -hell, so -1
put my cigarette out on his
hand. With a jump he let go,
but the sergeant was still
hassling me.

The constable then tried-to
release the brake on my chair.

| grabbed hold of the wheels
to stop them moving- me.
When the PC saw this he
grabbed my arms. [ pulled
away so he went for my neck.
He made me dizzy, he hurt me
that much, | threw my hands
out trying to stop him. Then
the sergeant turned round to
me. “"Don't you dare hit one
of my police constables'".
Honestly!

Police

The result-of all this was a
fractured fourth metacarpel
and a good load of bruises,

Bv now pickets had started
arriving so the PC swung
my chair round to face them.
The police started to calm. The
lads asked me to move.

““The police aren't worth it,
Brenda. Come .away,- they're
only trying to cause trouble,”

So we moved. '‘Not because
you- want me 40’ 1 told the
police, but because the lads
do.

They've had a go at the men

and they are having a go at the
women, It'll be the children
next.
The press play on the wheel-
chair — but I don't. - just
happens to be my mobility. 1
think in my -mind that they
think the chair gets sympathy
for the miners. Theyaro out to
get me beeause | get support
for the miners. But it won't
stop me. Chair or not, police or
not, as Jong as the men are on
the picket, I'll be there.

I ~won't take the police

DEBIAR .o ccoerrirresasd s assault on me -through the
police  complaints board.

AN R T s Ao They'd only - get slapped

hkands.. My solicitors are sort-
ing it out.

.As for the-police, I'd no
trust another copper as far as
1 could throw him,

We!ll win this dispute.
- Wo will win.
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Smashed miners’ windscreen after police riot

THE village of Ollerton has
bocomo  the symbol of the
Nottinghamshire police state
during the miners' strike, When
you mmrive the appearance of
things can be deceptive.

I got thore at about six on a
Monday evening on the service
sus from Nottingham and spart
from one police car at the roun-
dubout inta the village there was
no sign of anything out of the
ordipary. But as soon 88 you
meet anyone who is on strike
all that changes. In the bar of

the Miners’ Welfare, which
almost no scabs venture into,
the conversation is entirely

about the state of the strike, its
prospects and thu political impli-
cations of its outcome.

On this particular Monday
Mr Chris Butcher had just ‘come
out' as Silver Birch and he was
the main topic of discussion.
“He can’t be Silver Birch —
he's too bloody stupid.'” 'l
worked with him for two years
und I had to carry the sod every
stup of she way''. “It's clear as
day he's fronting for someone,
the Board (NCB) or the Freedom
Assotiation or somoeone."’

Many people are of the view
that it won't be safe for Butcher
to work in any pit in Britain after
the strike as he is extremoly
iikely to be very accident prone
in the future,

Pickot lines vary tremendous-
Iv. On the 5 am turn at Ollerton
main gate three, not six, pickets
are allowed at the bottom of the
pit lane and the rest ac hemmed
into the car park of The Plough
pub opposite,

The atmosphere  between
police and pickets is one of
sullen resentment most of the
time, but it takes very little to

ut an edge on it. Needling is
requent, One picket is pushed
and threatened with arrest on a
completely quiet picket because
he has part of one foot over the
line botween tho car park and
the pavement. Naturally he

Grieg Spall, 0227 66822.

ham.

haviour:

responds with a fow remarks
about the police and more
throats of arrest fallow.

The fighting spirit among tho
striking miners in Notts s
irropressible. They take police-
men for long aimless walks to
nowhoere to keep them on the
move and laugh and joke con-
stantly .No-one, — man, womanor
child — moans or complains
despite 22 weeks lost income,
polico occupation of the village
and the ever present back-
ground of sullen scabs.

Tha scabs really are a miser-
able crow. They seem to fall
into two categories. Some are
cocky about what they are doing
and don't séem to give a damn.
But the majority won 't make eve
contact with you and keep quiet,
They go out of their way to do
thoso things in pubs as well as
whon thev're crossing picket
lines. It's quite clear that in the
bottom of their hearts many of
tho scabs know that what they
arv doing is terribly wrong.

But, describing the tragic
situation of himself being on
strike and his son scabbing, one
striker suggests how things now
stand with some of the scabs:
"1 think he knows now that the
strike is right and he wishes he
was out. But it’s gone so far now
that he probably feels he can't.””

Talk is spreading of much
more militant action in the event
of troops being used to move
coal stocks. ‘‘Before the strike
1'd never have dreamed of it, but
if they use troops to move coal
by rail we can drop the railway
arches — they couldn't possibly
stop us unless they had a police-
man every ten yards every hour
of the day and hight. I heard
similar remarks from a number
of different miners.

Other picket lines are much
nearcr explosion point. On a
docoy picket at Gedling colliery
four job was to draw off police
from another pit where a mass
picket was to take place) the

'"‘.-————--—_—————-————-————q

Policewatch

Sheffield Police watch: 73, West Street, Sheffield S1 4EQ.
Kent police monitoring group: Richard De Friend or lan

Ollerton strike HQ is collecting statements about povce be:
Mansfield 862790.

Nottingham Co-ordinating Committee Against the Police |
Presence: c/o 1van Wels, 11, Osborne St., Sherwood, Notting- |

By Alasdair Jamison

police on duty are a mixture of
Muotropolitan and Nottingham-
shire. The Moets are bored. The
Notts palice by contrast arrive
late and are looking for trouble
from the start; but thy pickets,
being on a8 decoy, have no
special point to make and take
care (o avoid giving the police
an excuse to attack.

Whoen five or six oxtra transit
van loads of police are drawn in
by the decoy many of the pickets
can't resist lnughing snd making
it plain that the picket is a decoy
Some of the Notts police scem
barvly able to restrain them-
sulves faced with this.

Most strikers' families have,
&8 Arthur Scargill sayvs, '‘passed
the pain barrier’'. They are
accustomed to living on bare
subsistence and are able to cope
with the very real hardships of
the long strike. What hits yvou
most of all is that most of them
had never been political or trade
union activists before the strike
They are ordinary working class
men and women who are fight-
ing for broad and butter issucs
which thov sce as vitally impor-
tant to them now, and to their
children in the future.

Many, however, are drawing
far-reaching political  conclu-
sions about the political role of
the police, the jelly-like nature
of Labour parliamentarians and
about the objectives of the
government in  the dispute.
Perhaps most fundamental of
all is the fact that hits you in a
pit village on all sides — that
women are totally involved in
the struggle in wnis traditionally
male industry. Can things
ovor be the same again?

The women who run the soup
kitchen are performing several
minor miracles every  day.
Starting work at 4,30 am and not
finishing until 2.00 pm, probably
with domestic work to follow,
Good muoals are prepared for
unpredictable  numbers of
pickets arriving at only roughly
prodictable times, but no-one

goes unfed,
The soup kitchen is also an
information centr¢ — you can

pick up most things  therc,
often before they're known at
the strike contre. Food parcels
are made up and distributed to
strikers” families,

On Thursday late moming o

mass picket comes into Ollerton.
The police swarm evervwhore,
sweeping  down the  village
stroeots in strongth in scones that
are remaniscent of World War
Two resistance movies. On this
occasion there is no sggro at all
as the pickets, for vory good
reasons, havo bubn instructed to
ool it. Nonctheless, one young
striker is chased, nocked over
and beaten by threo  police.
Having had their fun  thoy
subsequently release him with-
out charge. There 38 no shadow
of doubt that, in the words of the
strikers’ song, the police are
“Muaggic Thatcher's  boot
bovs™"!

On the same day | roturned
tn Basingstoke in a mini-hus

Inthe frontline

bringing twa familivs, including
six children, to Hampshire for a

week's holiday. It is a very
decply  emotional  experience
watching thoe strain visibly fall
away from the Ollerton people
us the miles are covered. They
aren't Supermen/women.
They aro just working class
prople battling against a poyson-
ous government and an  evil
social system. They're part of
the class in struggle and it's an
honour to be able to work in
thuir support.

(To dato Basingstoke Miners
Support Campaign has raised
£6,360 and 180 cases of food for
striking miners and their fam-
ilies)

NO SURRENDER

Statement by Leicestershire
striking miners to NUM
delegate conference

WE are & small band of
striking miners in Leicester-
shire given the name of “The
Dirty Thirty'' by the 2,000 who
are still working.

The name was meant to be a
derisory title but we are proud
to be so named because it
identifies us from the rest who
arce prepared to see their pits
close and the future of their
families put in jeopardy by not
supparting the strike and
NUM policy.

This was said loud and clear
with an area ballot result of
9 to | against striking. This
sort of result cannot be
achieved if the case for the
union is put to the member-
ship clearly and in a manner
designed to win their support.

Therein lies the tragedy of
the Leicester area NUM.
Leadership has not been forth-
coming from the very men who
voted at past NUM confer-
coces in support of defending
our industry,

Indeed, instead of leading
by example they have actively
e¢ncouraged members to cross
picket lines by word and deed.

Qur purpose in brioging
these Coa! Board lackevs 1o
COUE Ol IS T impress on
vl thar the Leweswer Aren

union but for Thatcher and
MacGregor.

I'heir votes mean nothing,
neither do their words at the
rostrum. So why should they
bave the privilege of sitting in
the same hall beside men who
are not only defendmg our
industry but -also defending
our union,

It is intolerable that this
conference has to harbour in
its midst creatures who are
prepared to render that sacri-
fice meaningless.

We ask conference dele-
gates to accept the only voice
that matters in Leicestershire:
that of the Dirty Thirty.

We say: No surrender. The
strike goes on till we achieve
vICLOry on our terms.

Notts strikers
need money

Send money or invitations for fund-raising visits to
the Notts Miners Rank and File Strike Committees.
North Notts. Strike Centre, Ollerton Miners’ Wel-

fare, Ollerton, Notts.

South Notts. Miners’ Strike Centre, c/o AUEW,
218 Mansfield Road, Nottingham.

By David Harris

'HE Dutch labour movement
15 Riving increasing financial
support to the British miners.

After the small OVB trade
union had sent them an initial
40,000 guilders (nearly
£10,000), towards the end of
July the public servants’ union
AbvaKabo gave them 100,000
guilders. The 255,000-strong
AbvaKabo is the largest union
in the largest union federation
the nearly one-million-strong
FNV.

Other FNV  unions have
since followed AbvaKabo's
example. The FNV Building
and Wood Union gave 100,000
guilders. On August 7, the
FNY Industrial Union, which
has nearly as many members
as AbvaKabo, decided that it
would donate 100,000 guilders
to the NUM. The FNV Food
Union bas given 10,000
guilders,

The FNV uself has opened a
special giro number for indiv-
idual  contributions. Already
40,000 guilders have been
raised in this way,

At the same time personal
contacts have been establish-
ed. A group of young FNV
membersin Rotterdam recent-
vy visited South Wales miners.

The outcome of the miners’
struggle — closely followed by
Dutch press, radio and tele-
vision — has immense signifi-
cance for workers in Holland.

In October-November 1983
Dutch public servants, includ-
ing the police who belong to
normal unions, one of which is
in the FNV, were involved in a
massive wave of action against

the conservative CDA-VVD
coalition government's cuts
programme

i the British miners are
successful, Dutch workers
will be encouraged to follow
their example.



miners

New dock
strike ?

AS we go 10 press o renowed
pation dock  strike  loams
sparked off by dockers' loyalty to
the striking miners. 1t dependson
the oul talks at ' the
Narional Dock Labour Board

Dovkers ot Hunterston  m
Scothind  are  blacking  coal
imports 1o Ravenscruig  steel
works o they refused to unioad
the canedy ship Ostia, wiich bas
around 90,000 1annes o coal for
tite sieel plant

Voeording 1o the 1980 agree
ment which brought Hunterston

nne ' ol

into the National Dock Labour
Schtemie - the unboading of BSC
coal should  involve registered

dockers in the TGWU working
msade the shaps, and crane opera-
114 11 the fron and Steel Trudes
Confederation

BSC are wiming Tor an agree-
ment whereby the ISTC members
can unload coal duectly by crane
without the ussistance of register-
ed dockers. TGWU offictals have
disputed the legality of this
proposal which 15 being discussed
by the National Dock Labour
Board

The Clyde Port Authonty has
threatened  to suspend  withoul
av the 24 registered dockers at
Iunterston  if  they Trefuse 10
unload the Ostin. 11 this is done,
ot any attempt i made 1o unlosd
the ship with unregistered labour,
the union has threatened strike
action.

TGWU ares secretary John
Hardie has said: “Ir they dock
this vessel without the assistunce
of tugboat men, s dock strike in
Scotland would tuke place and a
national dock strike would follow
relatively quickly "

Action stepped-
up in Scotland

AFTER the lull of the summer
break. a new series of demon-
steations and rallies in support
of the miners is being organ
ised in Scotland.

Together with local trades
councils, the NUM is organis-
ing & number of local demon-
strations, ahilst the Scottish
TUC. the Labour Party
Scottish Council and the Clyde
Confederation of Shipbuilding
and Engineering Unions are

together organising 4 shop
stewards’ meeting and a
further all-Scottish  demaon-

steation

Compared with the {all in
the level of activity since the
end of mass pickening at
Ravenscraig and the Scottish
Duv of Action in May. this new
tound of activity marks a
step forward and contains the
potential  for reviving the
momentum of the dispute.

Bur it is also important 10
recognise  that  lor  many
Scottish trade union leaders
such activities are '"‘pressutre
cooker™' events — a way of
letring off steam about the
dispute. rather than part of &
thought-out effort (o raise the
tevel of confrontation

door by post!
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By Stan Crooke

The STUC/Labour  Party
Civde Confed demonstration
on September 1548 the clear
est example of this, AS againsi
the May 9 Day of Action, itis a
step  backwurds: the lormer
was on a working day and
linked with strike action; this
one is on 4 Saturday, and will
be an extremely short niarch
through part of Glasgow city
centre

And STUC general secretary
Iimmy Milne has called for
support lpr the demonsica
tion. in an StUc circutar, on
the grouncs that “we have 1o
convinee our (1) government
of the necessity of working for
an anncable resolution () of

the  difficaltics outstanding
hetween the NUM and the
NCB

Inseparable from the

STUC s pleas for a “iriendly

compromise to end the fight as
guickly as possible is the rol
of the Communist Party (CP)
i the dispute. in Scotland,

where it is an mfluential force
in hoth the leadership of the
NUM jrself and also anumber
of 1rades councils. especially
it the West of Scatlund.

The CP's approach amounts
to an attempt to freeze the
dispite at its present level:
organise food and money
collections to provide material
support. support demonstra-
tions and rallics to provide
moral support, but. reject and
block arguments in favour ol
escalanne the dispute through
solidarity strike action

I'he new round of meetings.
rallies and demonstrations is
therefore a mixed bag., On the
one hand. they are an expres-
ston of the desire of the STUC
burcaucracy and the CP
(which overlaps) to maintain
support for the strike whilst
preventing any escalation of it.
On the other hand, the activi-

ties will be a pole of attrac-
tion. for miners and other
secetions of the labour move-
ment demanding an  all-out
confronttion.

Delegates to the STUC-
Labour Party-Clyde Confed

shop stewards' conference on
August 24 need (o be demand-
ing tht it be the start of a
sustained campaign to build
support fora gencral strike. A
commitment to this effect
must be demanded from the
Labour and trade union
leaders who address the con-

ferenve,

Workers oceupy the Lenin shipyard in Gdansk, One of the vlogans reads
Justice and equality for the entire people

Polish miners strike 81

ON Decemher 13 1981 Polish
Aty general  Jaruzelski
who was aiso the Sccretary
of the PUWPY iPolish Commun
ist Parwy) announced the lot
mation of the Military Council
for Nanonal Salvation (WRON)
and declated o ‘State of War
in Poland. Martial law was
imposed on the people of
Poland

Hiv mm was 1o smash and
destroy Solidarnose, the inde

pendent Polish workers
movement which had been
created after the viclorious

peneral strike of August 1980
Betore the strike wave of that
year, the only ‘unions’ in
Poland were police state
unions run by the state. From
August 1980 to  December
1981 the only independent
labout movement ina Stalinist
state Nourished. It had over
ren milhon members.

Then., on December 13,
thousiands o Solidarnose
activists were arrested. Tele
phones, telexes and the media
were closed down. Cars were
hammed off the sireets.

Soldiers and pojice
appeared everywhere and a
curlew was announced, The
political police, backed by the

army, had taken control of
Poland. Neither the Polish nor

the Russian bureaucrats who
controiled Poland could live
with an independent workers”
movement

Most of Solidarnosc’'s
jeading activists were arrested
almost immediately but a few
escaped the grip of the secret
police. But our class cannot be
so casily crushed. In defiance,
Miroslav Krupinski, vice chair
of Solidarnose put out the call
for 4 general sirike from the
Lenin Shipvard in Gdansk.

“NoO unton, no organisation
can allow thewr leaders 1 be
repressed. and the unjon to be
deprived ol its rights™

Throughout  Poland  the
workers responded. In Gdansk
and  Porznan, Wroclaw and
Sczezin and in the capital
Warsaw, all the major indus-
trial planis were occupied.

At the very heart of the
struggle stood the Silesian
miners and steelworkers ready
to die in defence of their
organisation.

This is how onc
called *'The Fourth Silesian
Uprising"’ described the
miners' strike against martial
faw:

“In the majority of Silesian
mines, strikes started already
on 13 December, At first
miners did not go under-
ground — the possibility of an
attack was not considered
seriousty. Miners blocked the
gatcs only . . . on the afternoon
of December 13 news came

jeafle,

By Tom Rigby
Last week we printed 2 MESSIge
of sohdanty trom I’«.‘:hsh miness
1o Britain's striking miners. This 1¢
the story of the Silesian miners

1981 sinke. —

Jacek Kuron leading dissident

thist the sirikers in the Thorez
mine had been dispersed by
force.

At night, at the forge of.the
Wojek mine the strikers were
getting  hatchets ready  for
hand 10 hand fighting,

On December 15 the ZOMO

(malitary police squads)
attacked. When the ZOMO
broke thrugh the entrance

vlose fighting hroke out."’

“Nights were very cold and

stuyed close together.
After five days the food supply
was stopped and the rations
coused ‘more and more hard-
shiip, After Xmias we had only
4 third of a sandwich, a tiny
prece of sausage and Two cups
of water a dav. The miners
used to look for crusts of bread
that haed falien on the floor
the previous day .

Uinder those conditions, we
left the mine on December 27.
The majority of the miners
were able to get away from the
yard. which was filled with
police and military, but the
strike committee was arrested
and taken away'’.

Occupations and confron-
tations with the pajice state
also took place in the Silesian
stee!  industry. At Huta
Katowice in Silesin, nearly
20,000 waorkers — 16,000 of
wham  were  members of
Solidarnose — occupied the
steel plant, raising banners
saying ‘Strike until victory'
and “Jaruzelski, traitor to the
working class’.

we

’

‘**No union, no organisation,
can allow their leaders to be
repressed, and the union to be
deprived of its rights ™.

It took two ussaults by the
ZOMO on the Wojek colliery
before they cleared out all the
miners. They left seven miners
dead and over 70 badly
imiured. Four members of the
militia were killed. The miners
armed themselves with petrol
hombs, steel cables and sticks
of avnamitc

Ihe first attack by the
ZOMO and pohice included six
grmourea cars. Six lranspnn
vehicles and 40 tanks, but 1l
was still turned back. Helicop-

ters dropping fear Ras
grenades were used in the
second attack

in Ziemowit the miners

pccupied the pit and contin
ued their resistance for ten
days. In Piast the underground
occupation continued for 13
days. Their demands were:
The lifting of the state of war.
the freedom of all detainees
and immunity for strikers.

In both Ziemowit and Piast
collieries. the workers contin-
ued their struggle in terrible
conditions until finally they
were forced to the surface by
sturvation.One of the miners
later told his story to a Dutch
lorey driver and it was publish-
ed in the Dutch newspaper
Dic Nieuwe Revue.

But eventually the wmass
resistunce. organised by ‘he
steelworkers and their [amil-
ies, was broken by the army -—
tunks broke down the gals

and ejected the workers:
strike ieaders were airesied
and sentenced to beweeti 3

and 7 vears impriscnment,

n  underground Sofwjay-
nosc leaflet froin’ Satowica,
quoting & young miner, fun:s
up the spirit of warking cass
resistance, “We'll wait untdi
spring. And then what? Waili
have an oprising.  We,

Silesians, we do not forget, we
forget nothing."

The time scale has chianged.
Bu: Solidarnosc and the Siles-
ian miners und steelworkers
refuse to be crushed.

Ope indication of that was
their message of solidarity 1o
the British miners last week.

The international labour
movement should not forget
them either. British miners,
against whom the Stalinist
dictators send scab cosl 10
help Thatcher and Mag-
Gregor, should remember the
heroic miners of Poland. kept
down under an iron heel. Their
heroic struggle against police:
state repression is an example
to us all,
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Striking miners and their families have now gone for half a
year without wages. How do they cope with this catastroplic
drop in their incomes? Ann Bowns visited Stepney and Beth-
nal Green Labour Party recently and spoke to the General
Management Committee about how her village was coping
during the strike. She is the wife of a striking miner who was
one of four jailed for two weeks for picketing offences. As a
mother of four children with a part-time cleaning job, she has
had to live on a very low income and support the whole
family. She has been actively supporting the strike, helping
with the formation of the Women's Action Group.

The Women's Action Group

has been working hard since
the early weeks of the strike.
We've been providing families
with three food parcels a week,
since we don't have cooking
facilities in our club.

We started off by raising
voluntary funds ourselves —
by going out in the street with
the NUM banner and stanaing
out all morning. We got some
funny looks at first, but soon
contributions started coming
in.

We also go to Rotherham o
collect. but the funds are
drying up now. We've bled our
own areas dry. If people are
not unemployed, they're pen-
sioners or strikers — mind you
some pensioners are our best
supporters.

We also run a weekly coffee
morning and jumble sale and
run raffles all the time. Last
month we had a good laugh
holding a funny football match
between he women and the
“flying pickets''. We didn't
raise much money but we got a
lot out of our system.

We cook at home in my
kitchen and so when pickets
get back we have a home-
baked meat pie and peas —
it's called Picket Pie — and
we can't cook anything else
now, the men won't have it.

Some weeks we cook 3 or 4
times but because you don't
always know when it's re-
quired, it's difficult to have a
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Grieg Spall; 0227 66822,
Nottingham

‘ham.

Ann Bowns talked to
Sue Carlyle

rota, Also you can’t cope with
more than two people cook-
ing in my kitchen!

At every weekly meeting of
the Women's Action Group we
go through what is needed for
the coming week: who can
bake for us; what fundraising
we can plan; which meetings
to go to, etc. One of our mem-
bers goes to Sheffield and
we've been receiving funds
from there. 17 pits get money
on a rota basis from Women
Against Pit Closures. The local
ward Labour Party has collec-
ted jumble, Local shops give
us the odd bargain.

Kiveton Park NUM trans-
port food and go and buy for
us. They've been very helpful
and we don't see any reason to
set up something different. In
other places there are differ-
ent circumstances and women
have found setting up a group
harder. Some are running
from separate premises. All
groups are going to have their
teething problems but at the
end of it the strike is all impor-
tant in people's minds.

We support our husbands
and sons which is why we are
doing it, and in this village it's
got to be a fight until we win.
There are no other jobs here.

Now we get baby clothes for
people. Last week NUPE
brought us a load, some hardly
worn, which were very wel-
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Policewatch

Sheffield Police watch: 73, West Street, Sheffield S1 4EQ.
Kent police monitoring group: Richard De Friend or lan

Co-ordinating Committee Against the Police
Presenvce: c/o 1van Wels, 11, Osborne St., Sherwood, Nottirg-

| Ollerton strike HQ Is collecting statements about police be-

I haviour:
D= -

Mansfiald 862790.

come. Others we get in
jumbles and spend ages
washing and ironing them so
they look nice. When a cot or
pram is needed, the word
goes round and we find one.

Another aspect of clothing
kids is that we are awaiting a
decision from our council to
have shoes. privided for
under Ss (usually provided for
school age only). We're
hoping they will give this con-
cession. We've also heard that
any money for fuel paid out
under Section 1 Social Services
funds won’t have to be paid
back.

The education committee
has kept the schools open for
free school dinners to be
provided, although they ran
out of cooked food the first
day with demand being so
great. A social worker has
been put in to the local com-
munity centre to help with wel-
fare rights problems.
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In comparison to some
villages then we're lucky

having a sympatheitc council. |
feel sorry for those women in
Notts — they can’t even go out
and collect on the street,

At home we rely on coal to
burn a fire and heat the water,
During the year miners’ coal
just about covers us with nine
loads a year. I've been com-
pletely out now for a month
and so we have to burn
rubbish or old clothes.

If we haven't got any I'm
heating water on the stove
which costs about £3 a day. My

ww=wl, clectric meter doesn't stop
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turning and I hate it running
up and downstairs with water
for baths.

If you are caught stealing
coal from the tip miners are
warned that they can be prose-
cuted and lose their jobs after
the strike: even so people have
to take that risk. The farmers
round here won't have many
potatoes and veg left in their
fields this summer, but it was
the same in 1972,

We’ve all used our savings
now. All insurances have been
cashed in. If any of us die it's
paupers' graves for us. It'll
take some of years to get over
this strike financially.

People do get very down
every now and again. You
can't blame them and women
are taking a lot of the strain in
the families, Some of their
elder lads have left home to
live with other relatives
because they get nowt, and
don’t want to burden their
parents — yet they are some of
the most active picketers.

Attitudes to theé police have
changed, especially towards
the local ones who were always
walking through the estate
and chatting to people. Now
no one will talk to them,
even though thers hasn't been
trouble actually in this village,
We have scabs living amongst
us too — the deputies (over-
seers) live further down our
street.

The kids don't play the
same. | heard one kid answer
another back the other day —
"*At least I'm not a scabby
deputy’s kid!" — In Notts
the kids play pigs and pickets
games.

When my husband was
locked up in Lincoln jail our
youngest put NUM stickers on
everything he could find. It
was his way of coping with it,
In school, kids have got their
exercise books plastered with
them and there are some
different playground songs
now. The little three year old
daughter of one of our women
was very disgruntled with the
songs in her new nursery
school. She wanted to sing
miners’ songs rather than Bo-
peep. She knows them all and
she's been on every march
with her mum, ;

Most of us realise tht it's
going to go on until at least

g meet

Christmas and we're bracing
ourselves for it with the
weather getting colder and
kids needing new clothes,
Families will find it harder.
How are some people going to
keep warm  without coal?
We've got to think ahead to
provide Christmas toys and
get more funds.

Last week an enormous
convoy from London print
workers brought us some extra
food to fill our food parcels,
but it's consistent and regular
funds that keep us going. A
couple of union branches have
been good that way, bringing
food every week to us. How-
ever the numbers for relief
food are growing all the time.
We had an extra 40 last week
alone,

We distribute some fresh
food or meat, sugar and tea in
each parcel, but if someone’s
got a young child we've got a
baby box so someone can
choose baby milk or disposable
nappies. Donations from out-
side Sainsbury's in London
brought those in because they
hand out leaflets asking for
them. We feel someone has
cared a littie bit to send those

up.
We approached Baby manu-

»

facturers about bulk buying
but it wasn't worth it with
transport. They were only
prepared to knock them dowa
by 3p.

A local meat canning factory
where some of the womes
work give concessions %o
employees, but they did stop =
for a time because the giris
were buying so much and
staggering out with arm-
loads. During the factory
shut-down we've been stuck
again and had to pay top
prices for tinned meat. Now
they are restricting each
employee to five tins each. The
local hair dresser on her day
off does free hair cuts for
strikers’ kids and next door the
bicycle repair man has said
no child should be in danger
because their parents can't
afford to buy bike parts,
Parents can pay him after the
strike. The local doctor has a
collection box in his surgery.

The reception down in Lon-
don has been marvellous with
the ordinary people coming up
and giving you a pound and
saying how much they are
behind us and want to see
Thatcher out. If they are ever
in trouble, we'll be repaying
them.




WOMEN
FIGHTI
BACK!

By Kim Hickling from
Hucknall, Notts.

The women’s march last Saturday proved (o be 4 unique event
in trade union history. Women from all over Britain, not only
those: connected with the mining industry, converged on
London to march from Temple to the Elephant and Castle,
where & cheque for £49 million was presented to DHSS head-
quarters representing the extra amount that would have been
paid to miners’ families if the £15 “strike pay™ hadn’t been
deducted from payments.

The march then proceeded to a rally and festival in Burgess
Park, The men respected our wish for a women’s march and
and took up their position at the back along with Arthur
Scargill. It was amusing to hear that men and women disagreed
about who was going to carry their region’s banner. Needless
to say, the women won. After all, it was our march.

ey demonstration, August 11
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- N I' c - By Councillor Susan
s » - r r Carlyle
'
u p t - u Last Saturday’s demonstration of 20,000 miners’ wives and
L. ’ other women must have been the most lively seen in London
for a very long time. There were solid groups of women carry-
ing their banners, some of them wearing matching T shirts and
hats and singing — singing their hearts out with solidarity for
the miners’ struggle against MacGregor, Thatcher and pit

closures.

sWe will win, we will win, we will win'’. The ohant echoed
in the streets amidst the cmpty office blocks, expressing the
o | confidence women have gained with the expernence of this
- strike,

“There’s no going back if you've gone as far as this We can

A only go forward and win. I'm never gomg (o sit 4l home again”
= ? one woman said on her way down to the march in a Notting-
ham coach

For once an overwhelming amount of working women

>
dominated 3 London demonstration and set the whole tone.
Comfortable atmosphere

But it was a2 comf{ortable atmosphere for others to join in,
’ . When = “Gays and Lesbans support the miners™ banner
- = unfurled they were clipped and women made room for them
’ - pest the front of the atingent As the march wound down to
focsdor 3 n 3 council supporters
) 183 wa Most women had complied with
a to the Queen, but the hand-
< wkimeham Paisce was just a small and
. i . ¢ 25 we passed Maggie's Den
- pands ar flowers were lelt in
- sers & Juring the strike. Many
,ﬁ . g - n a villa in Switzer-



on August 11.

It was a pity that the demonstration wasn't held in @ mining
area like Nottingham where it would also have served to shame
the scabs and at the same time would have made it cheaper for
miners’ wives to travel to. Moreover, marches in London tend
to lose @ bit of momentum because so many are held there.

The march was mostly very noisy, with plenty of singing,
especially. from Notts miners’ wives who were making their
presence known. However, there was a silence when we passed
Whitehall, while black roses were laid in the middle of the road
in memory of the two pickets who gave their lives fighting for
their jobs.

A very big thanks must go to the people in London who did
an excellent and professional job in receiving our sisters. The
creche was very well equipped with a large playground and
paddling pool and food and drink was given out in plenty to
all the mining families. It was a nice atmosphere for people to
listen to speeches and meet the friends they had previously
made in other areas.

o Notts’

land there wouldn't have been much point anyway.

The brandishing of a huge “'giro cheque’” symbolising the
millions of pounds denied to miners’ families by the DHSS was
an effective stunt for the TV screens, but again most of us
didn’t see it, and by the time we got to the Elephant and
Castle the combination of heat and distance was getting to us
a bit.

Children started conking out, but thanks to some brilliant
women from Brighton and Manchester with strong backs we
carried on. Normally one looks around for strong men!

The festival at the end of the demonstration was crowded
and the park was bursting with activities for-children and a
rally. By that point most of us were desperate for a cup ol
tea, which was impossible to queue for even if it was free to
miners' families. Thanks to NUPE we got some sandwiches,

The taste in music and type ol organisation wasn't totally
appropriate but most women have been going on marches all
over the place and are getting used to it. Trestles of ready
poured tea and sandwiches would be better.

All the speakers were well received — adulation, kissing and
Arthur Scargill being mobbed for his autograph

Speakers identifying and linking the police harassment of
the miners with police harassment of the black communities
brought a new dimension to many in the audience

Keep marching

“Next time there’s a national march. let's to go Notts,” suid
many women before Saturday, Many of them though, found
the London one hit the mark and enjoyed it

Next time the organisers must take account of the length of
the route with so many children and elderly women invojved
But let’s keep marching “eill we win, we will win, we will

win!™

e

.

Two women give their view on the
Women Against Pit Closures demon-
stration which took place in London

s >
Kent miners' wives march through Coalville,

|etcestorshire
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BY May 27 1968 there was
nothing remotely resembling a
government in France. The
students and revolutionaries,
despite the CP's anathemas,
were gaining support. Thous-
ands of young workers, dis-
gruntled with the stick-in-the-
mud unions, rallied to them.

On May 27, despite a num-
ber of CP counter-meetings,
30,000 attended a revolution-
ary socialist rally, demonstra-
ting the chasm that separated
the timid leaders from large
sections of the workers,

But what was to be done?
On May 28 Francois Mitter-
rand, today's President of
France, thought he knew,

Mitterrand in 1968 had
recently been defeated in
the Presidential elections by
De Gaulle. The leader of the

then feeble and splintered
‘socialists’, Mitterrand was
bolder than the . He dared

call for the resignation of the
government.

On May 28 Mitterrand
hurried in with a solution to
harness the workers’ energies
in the best interests of capital
ism andof , , , Mitterrand, He
proposed a Provisional
Government to supplant De
Gaulle immediately — headed
by Mitterrand, with former
Socialist Prime  Minister
Mendes-France as Premier.

The CP agreed. But it had to
haggle with these bourgeois
politicians in whose small
shadow it chose to walk, for a
promise of a place in the new
government.

On 29 May a mass demon-
stration for ‘‘a change of policy
opening the way to progress
and democracy' covered
Paris, two miles long. It
fooked as if by sheer strength
of the mass working ciass
movement the Left leaders and
the CP would be lifted into the
governmental saddle despite
their earlier reticence.

-
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But then De Gaulle and the
bourgeoisie recovered their
nerve. President De Gaulle
had been thrown into & panic
at the beginning of the strike
and fled to the French army
units in West Germany.

Now he had arranged for
reinforcements of the strike-
breaking special police, the
CRS, and for tanks to converge
on Paris.

On May 30 De Gaulle went
on radio and made a belliger-
ent speech. He drew confid-
ence mainly from the proven
timidity of his opponents,
especially of the CP, and from
their ability to confuse and
mislead the workers.

In that general strike, the
greatest in history, this was
the greatest real strength he
and his class had.

Recognising that the strike
must end either in insurrection
or collapse, he said in effect to
the ‘“‘Communist’” Party:
‘"Attempt to take power, or
put your hands up''. Knowing
his opponents, and perhaps
preparing their retreat, he
announced a general election,
They jumped at the chance.

Within two hours of De
Gaulle’s ultimatum, in a situa-
tion where they were not
merely strong enough to
boycott any capitalist election
but could actually prevent it
being held, the heroes of the
CP announced that they accep-
ted this election, stage-man-
aged by the Gaullist state.

In fact, De Gaulle was bluff-
ing, as even the serious British
bourgeois newspapers pointed
out at the time, He didn't have
the power to break the strike.
In fact he didn't have the
power to organise a general
election if the ten million
strikers didn't agree to it.
De Gaulle’s ability to break
the strike depended on the
strike being undermined from
within — by the CP.

De Gaulle could safely
bluff. He was aware of one
great asset: the inbred reform-
ist inertia and fear of action of
the CP, who had publicly pro-
claimed their intentions by
maintaining their dog-tail
relationship with Mitterrand
and Co.

Now their demand for De
Gaulle’s and the government’s
resignation, so  belatedly
adopted, was hastily dropped,

The others followed, with
varying degrees of protest,
where the CP led. Even before
the cabinet had announced
its promise to respect the
previous weekend's wage
increases, the trade unions,
disassociating themselves
from the students, were
engaged in back to work talks
with their employers.

A BAS
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LES CADENCES
INFERNALES

"Down with the rhythm of the
production line",

With De Gaulle's radio
ultimatum and the response of
the workers' parties, his
previously cowed right wing
supporters raised their heads.

Paramilitary  ‘Committees
of Civic Action' sprang up
here and there across the
country, in one or two areas
celebrating their legitimised
thuggery by firing a few shots
at trade union or CP office
buildings.

Paris: May 10 1968. "The Night of the Barricades”. Studenis and unemployed youth fought with the police.

The police had vacillated.
Now they regained their loyal-
ty to the force which appeared
strongest in face of the CP's
feebleness. “*At least we now
know where we are'' was the
general police reaction to De
Gaulle’s speech.

Gaullists

And the Gaullists took to
the streets, 500,000 strong,
some chanting *“‘cohn-Bendit
to Dachau’', Daniel Cohn-
Bendit was a popular student
leader at the Sorbonne. An
anarchist of German national-
ity and Jewish background, he
had habitually been referred
to in the bourgeois press as
"‘the German Jew''. In reply
the students and young
workers — including Moslem
Algerians — took up the
slogan “We are all German
Jews''.

Having accepted the elec-
tions, the CP now again
ignored all but bread-and-
butter issues. It explained to
its militants, as it did the latest
summersault, “‘we have not
changed — life has''!

Meanwhile, the reinvigor-
ated police began to break up
the strikes, starting with the
post offices, radio, TV and
fuel. The CPstood on the side-
lines — warning against
'ultra-left provocateurs’.

The British Morning Star
reported as follows on June
IC.Plhc statement of the French
**(it) warned today that
General De Gaulle had threat-
ened to use ‘other means than
the'elections” ** . . . Yet *‘the
Communists would enter the
electoral barttle with confid-
ence and (the CP) called on
everyone to guard against
giving any opening to provoca-
tions wherever they might
come from . . . Cancellation
of last year’s social security
cuts will not now be part of the

reatest strike in

In part two of an article that began in last week’s Socialist
Organiser, Jack Cleary continues the story of the French
General Strike of May 1968. Last week we saw how the strike
began as years of frustration exploded in protest at the brutal-
ity of the police against the students and unemployed youth.
Workers began to seize the factories and take up their own
demands. The huge strike wave by 10 million workers began to
threaten the very foundations of the system. But the workers’

leaders held them back.

JUING8 &5 ritroloncez

"We choose our battleground”’

present settlement, because
the government has said the
issue should be discussed in
the new National Assembly."

Lack of shame or self-
consciousness is one major
asset these people possessed,
then as now. J

Thereafter the CP ener-
getically set about getting the
workers back to work, splitting
up their unity by instructing
everyone to return to work as
soon as their separate settle-
ments were made, and isolat-
ing the hard core to face the
increasing violence of the
police, which was to result in
several deaths,

The Party’s mind was on the
coming eclections. As the
Sunday Telegraph put it:

‘*Now there can be elec-
tions. The energy and violence
generated by the upheaval can
be canalised into a campaign
for votes.”

Slogan

The Gaullists fought on a
slogan of *“‘Never Again'' —
cashing in on the inability of
the workers' parties in May to
go beyond the necessary
anarchy of the strikes. And
this slogan appealed to many
who during the strikes had
scen the anarchy as a prelude
to something better, but who
in disillusionment now saw
them only as an interlude of
anarchy leading to possible

repression.
The CP and Mitterrand's
Left Federation, remained

silent at the CRS reoccupation
of the Sorbonne and the
brutality of the police in beat-
ing striking workers to death.

Fear

Essentially they took the
same line as the Gaullists.
Their version of it said: “‘Keep
the Gaullists and there may be
a bigger explosion later!"’

But the Left’'s respecta-
bility was easily outdone by
the persuasion of fear so
lavishly used by the Gaullists.

‘“*Hopelessly torn  and
bewildered by the revolution-
ary crisis'’ the left ‘‘was
permanently on the defensive,
trying to prove that it had
nothing to do with riots and
barricades. Whether this was
true or not turned out to be
irrelevant. As a champion of
established law and order M.
Waldeck Rochet could not
compete with M. Pompidou."’

(Economist, 29.6.'68)

Finally the CP and Left
Federation succeeded in
getting less votes than the
number on strike in May.
Only the small opportunist
left wing party, the PSU,
which defended the students,
made any gains.

Many workers and petit
bourgeois who could have
were simply not ready in the
cold anti-climactic atmosphere
of the election to vote for those
who had stood in their way.
Many didn't bother to vote at
all. On the other hand, the
Right and Centre rallied to
De Gaulle. The CP lost 39
seats out of 73, and the Left
Federation 61 out of 121.

Cretins

The parliamentary cretins
foresaw none of this. Instead
they succeeded only in hurling
back the advance of the
masses and alienating many
who were beginning to be
educated in class action.

Was a socialist revolution
possible in France in May
19687 Yes it was. Between
May 16 and 30, as we have
seen, and even after that,
there was a mass working
class movement openly
striving for more than just
wage concessions. There was
active support from the petit
bourgeoisie in town and coun-
try. The state was almost
totally paralysed — even the
police wavered.

Logic

Objectively, had the move-
ment developed in accordance
with its own drives and its
own logic, the ruling class
would no longer have been
able to rule, and in fact their
rule was momentarily suspen-
ded. There was a deep, long-
germinating national crisis, an
eruption of 20 years of working
class frustration. The deepest
layers of the normally unor-
ganised working class masses
were brought into action by
the struggle. Conditions were
uniquely favourable for a
relatively easy and compara-
tively peaceful takeover by the
workers.

Party

One key element only was
lacking to transform this revo-
lutionary upsurge into a revo-
lution: a revolutionary party at
its head.



The organisations of the
working class were anything
but revolutionary. The CP,
built over decades by devoted
militants as a revolutionary
party, was by 1968 a timio
reformist party (as it has beep
during the last threo vears in
the French government
which aftucked working class
living standards),

Split

The orgunisations
working clasg of all
ard stripes held it back,
derailed it. split i up. This
allowed the bourgeoisie and
it§ state to ride out the storm,
and reestablish its suspended
cantrol over France and the
Franch working class. The
workers® organisations were
niot merely passive or nega-
tive, but actively hostile to the
miterests and the drives of the
working class. The decisive
role in maintaining the bour-

of the
shades

geoisic in power fell once
again to the Communist Party
of France.

The Paris correspondent of
the Economist described it
thus:

*The French Communists
did everything in their power
to control the revolutionary
wave, and once the General
had made it plain that he
would not abdicate, to direct it
back to electoral channels. On
the night of May 30 there was
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“The vote changes nothing, the stru gete goes on''. Warkers and studenis nzght the rior squads
IE l

a risk of confrontation between
the armed forces and the army
of labour. Next morning the
risk had vanished because the
army of strikers had been
dispersed. M, Seguy, the boss
of the Communist-dominated
CGT, could not demaobilise his
followers.. But, followed by
other trade unjon leaders, he
divided his troops into separ-
ate battalions, each seeking
additional gains, particularly
in wages, from its employers
What had begun to look like &
frontal attack on the  state
rapidly became a series of
individual skirmishes
And L'Humanite

pressure drove the parliamen-
tary centre to the right).
Instead of reyolutionary
leadership, traitorous munoeu-
vring to frustrate the workers’
desires. (*'Behind the smoke-
screen of public polemics M.
Pompidou and France's Com-
munist Jeaders established &
secrel fink at the very begin-
ning of the strikes. Messages
were exchanged every day and
it is known wha the contacts
were and how they operated '
(New Statesman)

Lnity

B Instead of unity of workers,
the Com

| a students  and  farmers  in
munist Daily, started to use action, defiberate atiempts (o
the language of an election divide them and confine
campaign . . . The Commun “unity’’ to the parliamentary
ist decision to call a retrear and tops

the General's speech marked
the turning point in the crisis
They were more decisive than
the big Gaullist demonstra-
tion that followed the
General's speech on May 31

Instead of focusing the
movement of the workers on
the goal of workers' power
the most extreme demand the
CP dared make was for a
change of bourgeois regime,
removing the strong President
De Gaulle and putting in
Mitterrand as President and
Mendes-France as  Prime
minister,

Instead of workers’ councils
they put pressure on the
bosses’ parliament  (which

Instead of & workers' militia
the most cringing seif-abase-
ment and cowardice before
even the threat of the violence
which it was by no means
certain De Gaulle could inflict.

instead of being the left
party, the CP and CGT were
usually to the right of both the
Catholic unions and the small
reformist union Force
Ouvriere.

What could have been the
greatest working class revolu-
tion ended as a lost election.
The bourgeosie and De Gaulle
came out of it strengthened.
Even sections of the middle
class had rallied to the workers
during the strike. propelled
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by their own dissatisfaction.
Had a revolutionary momen-
tum been maintained they
could have been taken along
even to the point of a struggle
for power, But after the strike
they rallied behind the
entrenched party of order in
disillusionment  with  the
party of revolution which did
not even dare pur forward a
policy

As the Economist pul it at
the time:

‘A genera! strike 15 a tacne

tor sewsng power, not for
persuading voters. I the Left
had seized power, it would

now be the new order itsett:
but it stopped half-way —
after frightening many floating
voters amongst the wmiddle
classes’™”

The point however is that to
let capitalism canalise working
class revolutionary energy mto
the rigged channels of it
institutions ot o try to filter
the explosive mass revolution
ary terment of a general strike
through the siit in a bourgeois
ballot box is to forego forever

the prospect of workers'
power.
These  institutions  are

specifically designed to prop
up capitalism, not to knock it
down.

Working class parties which
sell out revolutions rarely win
the elections or plebiscites
called by those in power to
put the scal on their victory!
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By Edward Ellis

FHERE is no doubt that organis
ed scab movements like the <o
culled *Valee of Moderation”, and
court action agatnst the NUM, are
being finaniced by somebody why

has  the ready cash  available
Exuctly who is not altogether
clear. There wre u number of

likely candidates
The Freedom Association.

Set up in 1973 with more
Ppropriate imitial the Nationa!
Associanoen for Freedom (NAFF)

this gany rose to fame in 1977
as the money behind George
Ward. the fin put explolter of the
Grunwicks workers

I 10 seoret)y
campuign by Julian
Paul MoCormich to save Newhsm
North East's  Labour MP Roeg
Prentice ffom the members of hik
purty. Prentice, of course. ufter.
wirds jomed the Tories

s names include notor
jous  catd-warrior  and  union
busther Briun Crozier. and ‘Noris
McWhirter

During the' 1983 election, IFA,
newspaper “The Free Nation' pro

fimanced the
Lewss and

big

duced u lit hist of 86  Labour
candidates i illeged  were

Marsists, and followed this” up
with another hit list of 53 such
MPs whon'd been elected. Both
lists were drawn up by Douglas
lden, w former Labour GLC coun-
cillor expelled for being a member
o! the Socil Democratic Allunce
which n 1981 announced 115
nienbon (oostand agonst Labout

Fho FA, whose number one
priority in 1983 swas “ta expoxe
and combar CNDY, has beon try-
Ing ta drag  anions (hrough the
ourts for theinvestment of wade
umon funds in tho Labour Party’s
new  headguuniers  in South
London
Aims of Industry.

Atms ot Indostry dates back
10 1942 1t is most famous for
IS unti-tatonudistion  crusades:
1t invented Mt Cube to oppose the
oationalisation of Tate and Lyle;
and in 19801 it awarded a special
‘I'see  Enterprise Award' to the
Campaign Agitinst Building Indus-
1ry. Nationshisation (CABIN). This

Spokesman
Price 80p

The men
behind
Silver Birc.

Wis. to- celebrate its ‘Free E
prise Day’, which is intendec
Tory answer (o May Day
Aims.  of Industry
prodaced publications like
Ugly Face of Mr Wedges
Benn', and ‘Dealing  with
Marxist Threat 1o Industry’
Alms insists that it ¥ nos
political. But in 1983, acens
to sy deputy director, it s
“hundreds  of rthousands
pounds™ in an anti-l abour
paign.  This included nati
newspaper adverts  awround
theme 'Don™ Jet Labour ¢
iritain 1o extiemes'  am
pamphiel  attacking  Labe
mamiiesto called ‘' Lobour Wi

Ihe Economic League.

The Economic Leasue
sionally  hlitzes  council ¢
with, leaflets  on  why
shouldn’t go on strike, how
munists control the unions
Hs main service to the com
ity is to provide blackks
cmployers: They used o
this, but Suxon Tate (of Tar
Lyle), who is chair of the Le
1 moye open abut it these da

And in 1978, the pus
director of Shell jusiifed &
listing like this: “We are i
ted In identifying overt oppes
of the system 1o which ws
committed. The last hine
want 1o do is have polincal
VOrsIves on our pay roll ™

The Economic is
subscribes surrepticiously 1o
kft press,  including Soc
Orgamiser, using the same M
Wood. Wine Office G
Fleet Street

There are other
too. The Institute for the S
of Conflict (founded by 8
Crozier), which  has  rece
maney indirectly from the ¢
and hus produced botl stisck
the Allende governmen: in ¢
and hymns of praise {or the

gusting murderers who rule Sc
Korea

The Centre for Policy Stu
Was sot up in 1974 with K
Joseph' us chair and Marg
Thatcher as president. It is b
ally o monetarist “think tank®
Adam Smith Institute is dedics
10 privatisation

‘Silver I}/‘rcly :

This information is in ‘The New
Right the Men Behind My,
Thatcher', by Nigel Williamson
pamphlet no. 83

—

SOCIALIST ORGANISER WEEKEND SCHOOL
August 25-27, in London

Plenary sessions on THE MINERS® STRIKE and THE POLICE
AND THE STATE. Workshops: workers in South Africs
workers in Poland; general strikes
1926 debate on ‘alternative defence’; forum on the Labour
Left today; the politics of Ken Livingstone; working class
women’s movements in history and today; series on labour
history; series on basic Marxism; Middle East: Cuba; Central
America, the Marxist theory of imperialism and capitalism in
the Third World, should boxing be banned: and more...

For details and registration (£4 waged, £1.50 unwaged),
write to SO, 214 Sickert Court, London N! .

France 1968, Britain
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TORY

Continued
From page 12,
Uowns has once  again  fosee

people in Britain to think about
the situation in Northern Ireland.

The basic situation 45 this.
There s 1 big minotity commun
ity dn Ireland, the one million
{oult of a population of [five
million) usually dentified by
their Protestant religion. When
the Irish majority tried 10 swpar-
ate from Britain around the turn
of he century sections of the
British ruling class opposed this.
They were Jed by the Tory Party
witieht threatened armed rebellion
i the Liberal government gave
“Home Rule” 1o Irelund. The
Prowstant minotity mainly in the
portheast’ of freland formed an
dlionce  with the Tory Party
against Home Rulo, A few woeks
Batorc Hritain went to war with
ermmny in 1914 the Torfes were
nmng m z2uns from (ll‘.’lh.lll) L
porth eéant Irelund to resist the
British Libesal poyernment

Fhe upshol was that ut the
end of World War | lreland was
divided, against the will of the
maority of the Isish people into
sy counties and 26 countios

[t was an artificial division
One third of the people kept in
the 31X county Protestant  state
wore apainsl dividing the country
and Tor a united breland

For the following 50 vears
the six county state was ruled us
5 “Protestant stare for n Protes
ant people” as one of its Prime
Ministers said, The six county
Catholics were  brutally  kept
down. They were terrorised and
opptessed by a Protestant sectar-
mn police force which had the

same mentality as lan Paistey

At the end of the 605 the
Catholics revolted, They called
for equality and civil rights. They
were mel by sectarian attacks and
many were burned out of their
homes. The Britssh army was sent
in to stop the fighting Catholics
welcomed them at first,

But instead of fucing the fact
that Northern lreland was hope-
lessly artificial and unviable as o
state, the then Labour govern
ment just made » few relorms

Withdraw

Within months the British
army and the Cotholics began to
clash. The IRA reemerzed. By
1971 the Northern Ireland polit
ical structure had broken down
and there was i fullscale Catholic
revolt, led by the Provisional IRA

In 1972 Britain abolished th
Beltast parfiament  which wa

always an instument of  Protes
tant rule. Since then there has
been  diregt jritish - rule in

Hrtain's commitment to
maintuining the six counly state
has meant that for over a decade
the British army has tries) to beat
down . the Cathollc revalt. With
OUt SUCCess

practice

Iha latest atrocity shows yer
aguin that the present situation is
untenable, The only possible wiy
to sort things out is by way of o
united Ireland within which the
one  million  Northern  lroland
people who think of themseives
as British will have guaranteed
rights.

Britain should withdraw from
Ireland

Cardd Ann Kelley, aged 72

i killed 1

MURDER

-—

hullet in 198

v plusitic

By Lol Duffy

FHE occupation of the pas fig and
naval destrover at Cammel Laird
shipyard at Bitkenhead, now in its
eighth  week, has boen made
official by the GMBU execitive in
what i reported fo have been a
hnammous decsion

Most shipyvards® annual shut
down for holidays have now
fmished, and this will be the time
when the solidirity of otlor yards
I8 put to the test

We expect o swe the conven
e of matianal day deleigtes’
{ ierence very shortly. eithor
by Ibe Conled Shipbuilding Nevo
LERT T by the shop

0O

mtiee ar
0t

owards” nutlonal combine con
niee

Fhe ammouncement tud seven
yards arc 1o be privatised por

% naosurpnise but will add even
Maore the call for a luv
delegatex” conference

prossure «

Speakers from the vosupation

THE government is polng 10 Intro-
duce: 2 svstem of racist checks.
which they ~call ‘ethnic monit-
oring’, in all dole affices in Sep
tember

Under thas seheme, counter
clerks will be ordercd 10 visually
assess all clainnts according (o
the categories:  Africans/West
Indians; ~ Asians;  Euwropeans,

Chinese, Arabs and all others not

Sri Lanka

Defend the Tamils

THE death toll in Sri Lanka
mereases daily in communal viol-
eace between the oppressed Tamil

Jminonity  community  and  the
dominant Singhulese, Last
Sammer  there were  larpe-scale

pogroms in which many Tamils
werd slaughtered. Many thousands

more were driven to the north of
the island where Tamils are a
majority. 25 miles across the seu
in the south Indiun state of Tamil
Nadu there ure SO million Tamils,

The Tamil United Liberation
Front has  claimed that 45
civilians  and  members of  the

Massive protests have met the
clection of Rabbi Meir Kuhane
to the Knesset. When Kahane,
feader of the extremist Kach
purty arrived to take his seat at
the Knesset, thousunds of protes-
ters  surrounded the building
chanting “Fascism shall not pass™
and carrying plocards ¢quating
Kahane with the Nazis.

The left-Zionist Mapam Party,
which is part of the Labour Align-

“Anti-fascist
demonstrations

meat, has promised to bring in an
anti-racialism law, Their own con-
sciences are not clear. But thete is
no doubt that Kuhane's election
has caused deep ruptures amongst
the Jewish community in Israel
which is a hopeful sign.

Kahane calls for the expulsion
of the Palestinian Arabs from
‘Eretz Yisrael' (Biblical lsrael) i¢,
the whole of what is now Isruel
and the occupied territories:

Letter

Naive o

IN last week's Socialist Orguniser,
Tony Benn was asked about the
refusal of the Soviet government
10 issue visas to unofficial peace
activists who wanted to attend
the conference of European
Nuclear Disarmament (END) in
fialy. v .
Benn replied simply by saying
that ‘'there is no country where
people have human rights”, but
be “didn’t object™ to the demon-
stration making their point (pre-
sumably in protest to this action
by the Soviet government). :
While 1 understand the point
Benn was trying to make — that
there is a lot of hypocrisy in the
crocodile tears shed for Soviet
dissidents by Western govern-
ments - that is no excuse for
failing to condemn the Moscow

bureaucricy.

Western ‘democratic’ imperial-
s is hy, itical; but we can't
be  consistent  opponents  of
imperialism if we don't oppose all
farms of oppression. 3

The Stalinists in the Soviet

n are the sworn enemies of + -

n USSR

socialism and of clementary
democratic freedoms.

It is also naive to believe that
they are our allies in the fight for
peace: and to say that Is not to go
along with the mythology of the
‘Soviet threat”. Think what a
much rougher ride Reagan would
have had with his arms drive if the
USSR hadn't invaded Afghanistun
in December 1979,

It is also a matter of fact that

the Russians, right now, are
waging 4 bloody Vietnam-style
war against the people of Afghan-
istan — using napalm, obliteratin:
towns in reprisal, holding 15-2
million people in subjection.

If we are to fight successfully
for world socialism and peace we

have to firmly condemn the
Soviet bureaucracy, firmly con-
demn their  anti-democratic

repression of ‘unofficial' peace

movements, and show a hand of

solidarity to all those fighring

such repression "ip the Soviet
Union and its satellites,

CLIVE BRADLEY,

Deptiord,

London

Tamil Tiwger guerrillas have heen
killed ‘since the beginning ol
August alone. by povernment
forces in northern Sri Eainka.

Special police, composed ol
Singhalese, hove run riot in Tamil
villages. burming them down und
uttacking civilians in retaliution
For Tiger uctivity directed agninst
security forces,

Simularly, the Sri Lankan army
hus gone on the rampage in Tamil
vommumities In  Jufna  in
northern  Sri Lanky,  troops
opened fire on o funeral proves
ucn  chanting  antigovernment
slogans. A Roman Cathiolic bishiop
commented that the scene was
“like an army of mvasion futten-
ing-evesything m its puth™

There are slso reports of muvul
bombardments of Tamil villages

The Tamil United Liberation
Front was elected 1o Parliament
on a manifesto calling for a Tamil
state. Since last yeur's popram o
war of secession has doveloped vn
one side and an Increasingly all-
out war of oppression by the rese-
tionary government on the other

Socialistx and consistent
democrats must support the right
of the Tamils to set up their own
state if that is what the Northern
Tamil mujority wants, Increasing.
ly # begins to look as if the only
altermative to that is & genocidal
war s

Mines in the
Red Sea

SOMETHING suspiciously similar
to the multinational force that
left Lebanon ecarlier this year is
being recreated 1o sweep the Red
Sea of minex that huve been duni-
aging cargo vessels, [ is still
unclear who s responsible Tor
planting the mines.

Egypt has blamed Libys and

Ian  —  which is  plausible,
although the motive remains g bit
mysterious,

Some Arab stules have blamed
the US — claiming it is 4n excuse
to lead up to the establishment of
new bases in the ares. That way
not be 35 silly as it sounds, Cor-
tainly o reacwed presence of US,
British,  French  und  perhaps
talian troops in the region doex

not bode well for the future,

Fight the racist

N Zoups one and (wo, refusgls

This mformuton. along witl)
the  clammant's name, Nationul
Insurance number, address and
the date of ber ar his first clalm
will e put on the Unemploymeni
Benetit computer. It will then be
transterred 10 the centra! Govern
ment Statistical computer ot Run.
corn.  Anyone who is classified
as 'Europeans, Chinese, Arabs and
others’ will not be put on the
computer, but all refusals will go
on the computer. In this wiay the
poverament ‘“will have 4 list o
black claimants — there Is no way
a black clammant will be able 1o
csarc going on the computer

he seheme 18 supposed to be
voluntary, However, 10 be revor-
ded as i Refusal, claimants will
have 10 koow about the scheme
und- tell the clerk that they don’y
want o be monitored. OF course,
even it a Claimont rofuses, she or
he wall seill po on the cotmputer
Fhe clerk wnh be under vrdérs not
fo tell the cldmant. The only
notification  will be one small
poster hidden somewhere in the
dole office

The government cliims that it
s “committed to the fight sgainst
discriministion und the promotion
of equal opportunitics for ull. Ay
part of this commitiment { needs
1o know how many unemployed

peaple belong 1o cacli ethnic
group*  However, the govern-
ment’s  record, including  the

Nationality, Act, the Police Bill,
the. introduction  of passport
checks at hospitals, housing apen-
cies, colleges, universities and dole

offices, police harpssmient  of
bluck-  communities, and  the
recent wave  of  deportations,

shows that this “commitment’ is a
blatant e

International
Women’s Conference

400 dclegates. representing
120 women's organisations
from 60 countries, attended an
international conference on
reproductive rights in July.
The conference  focused
particularly on the problems of
women in the third world. In
addition to the world-wide
problems of poverty, appalling
social conditions and domina-
tion by a handful of national
and international exploiters,
third world women face extra
problems of control over their
bodies: new, untested contra-
ceptives and sterilisation are
often imposed by force.
As one delegate put it, *'We
are laboratory animals for
western drug companies''.
Although the conference
stressed the importance of the
fight against imperialism, it
also called for unity between
women in ‘North' and “South”

in their strugele for liberation.

checks:

Race stotistes  have always
been ‘used 1o encourage and
jusity. racism, never to fight it

Aim

London Campaign
Against Racist Checks in dole
olfices  was formed in March
1984, Its aim Iy to prevent the
mtroduction of the checks by
publicising  the  povernment’s
plans as widely a5 possible around
London, by pressurising  the
government and by coordinating
local campalgas.

It invalves ethnic, unwayed
and community groups.  and
ranches of the union  whose
members will have 1o operate the
scheme (CPSA), 'We have affilis-

I'be

tions: from  trades  councils,
Labaur  Party  wurds,  union
branches and  individials,  We

receive. some  funding from the
GLC. It ts very important that
there be local campaigns in cach
borough, leaffeting  the  dole
offices and  generally fighting
against  the checks, This is g
crucial compaign and we need
More support both affiliations
and donations and sctive involve:
ment

Support

Lairds
Sit-1n

are bomng requested throgghout
the  country ind especially on
Merseysido. Support tor the occu-
pation, both  financial and
physical, his been tremendous
A netwark of key people hiy
been et up sorhat in the event
Ol nunagement trying. 10 evict
us from the yard, a2 muass picket
will immediately (ke place
On munagement’s side, a num
ber of blue-cyes led by u ship
wight cillled Hurry Ewers, are
ung 1o organise 4 buack-to
! Last week they
wi unalficial mass
held outside thd
Monday Aupust 13-
tan officlal mass mecrms
Management  resporided by
to every laid
1 mployet them to
) oo the vard at 10 am ti
discuss the present gituation and
expenses fos day
eive cight hours

it tor

meeune to. b

wendng out letiers
| myating

for thek the

thay would 1
that mate pay

On  Monday,  manugemeni
asked the Confed shop stewards
commutiee (o supply Harry Ewes
und oo, with loudspeaker equip-
ment, which the stowards refused

The Liverpool Echo reported
that 500 atiended the ‘meeting
but the bulk of these were staff
sent out by higher management 1o
bolster the numbers.

At the mecting Harry Ewes
argued that the best way 10 save
jobs would be for the picket to
come off the gangway..

One speaker from the floor
claimed he had been conned. He
had thought that mynagement
would address the meeting 10
nfarm them that the dispute had
been resolved. Another said that
the meeting was totally out of
order and those fighting for their
Jobs should be supported Ewers
quickly ended the discussion.

Those occupying the vessels
we determined to continue fight-
mg for the sight 1o work, We
know we are not just fighting for
our jobs but foe the future of the
yard and future generations.

A rally In support of Lairds is
planned for 7.30 pm on Thurs-

day' 23 “August at Transport
House in Liverpool
Messages  of  support. dona-

should be wnt 1o
3 St James Court,
Wallasey . Mer-

Hons, ete.,
Lol Datfy
Victoria  Road,
seyside, L45 91LB

Kemal Brothers on strike

THE strike at Kewal Brothers,
West Bromwich, is now in its
third month, The dispute began
when the owners of this sweat
shop sacked three TGWU mem

| SELF-DEFENCE IS NO

| OFFENCE!

| Mass picket in support of the

| Newham 7: West Ham Magi-

| strates’ Court, West riam Lane,
Stratford, London EIS, from
10am on Friday September 14,
The Newham 7 are seven Asiun
vouths arrested on April 7 and

| the few days following tor
defending themselves and their
community against racist
attacks. They face charges rang-
ing trom possessing offensive
weapons to criminal damage,

| plus affruy and conspiracy to

| canse criminai dumage.

I Newham 7 Defence Campaign:
|

!

'

PO Box 273, Forest Gate,
London E7 9IN. (01-555 8151
day . 01534 1640 cecnings):

bers in a bid 1o break the union
organisation within the fictory.

Fifteen other workers came
out demanding reinstatement and
union recognition,

Most of the strikers are Asisn
women who earn as little as £1 an
hour in appalling conditions

The employers are fertying in
scab labour to keep production
going but the strikers have main-
fained a regular picket and have
been joined by striking miners.

Last week the scab van was
forced to turn back when faced
by & joint picket of Asian women
and miners from Birch Coppice.
One miner explained to us why
they were supporting the sction.

"“The backing in terms of food
and money that we've had from
the Asian community in Birming-
ham and West Bromwich has
been wonderful. 1t's made many
of our blokes rethink their atti=
tude towards black people. We
wanted to show our appreciation
by hacking these Asian workers
in return,

Contact  Kewal  Brothers
strikers ¢/o Shuheed Udhun Singh
Centre, 346 Soho Road, Hands-
worth, Birmingham, phone 021-
551 2258,



ON the weekend of 8/9 Sep-
tember, the Tyne and Wear
Association of Trades Councils
is holding a conference in
Sunderland on the twin ques-
tions of trade union member-
ship for the unemployed, and
the role of unemployed
workers centres. These are
burning questions for the
labour movement.

Some 70 TUC-affiliated
unions are now attempting to
retain unemployed members,
as against about 30 in 1980.
How hard they are trying to do
so  is, however, another
matter, And no union at all has
yer changed its rules to allow
the recruitment of unemployed
workers, despite two million
trade unionists having been
lost to the movement in recent
years and a real unemploy-
ment level of four millions.

Although this issue was
raised at two recent national
conferences — the Trades
Councils conference, and the
TUC Centres for the Unem-
ployved conference — no pro-
gress at all was made at
either.

The state of unemployed
workers' centres (UWCs)
nationally is even more
depressing. One delegate to
the TUC's UWC conference
aptly described much of the
activity being carried out in
many of them as "‘being as
uscful as rearranging the
chairs on the deck of the
Titanic'',

In tiany MSC-funded cen-
tres, it is the MSC, not the
unemployed, who call the
shots. They are strictly con-
trolled by MSC-paid workers
who prevent political activity
or joint work with the trade
union movement. Instead, the
centres offer only individual-
ised welfare rights advice,
educational activities and
leisure pursuits for the unem-
ployed.

UCWs merely duplicate the
work of Citizens' Advice
Bureaux or voluntary service
agencies, while a chasm
opens up between the UWCs
and the local trades council
and trade union movement.

Moreover, whilst the wel-
fare rights advice provided by
UWCs does cushion a few of
the unemployed from the
rawest edges of the cutbacks
in social security spending, the
depoliticisation of UWGCs
through the MSC and the
trade union  bureaucracy,

By Stan Crooke

means that UWCs do not cam-
paign against the Tories'
overall offensive against the
social security system (e.g.
the current Fowler reviews).

UWCs thus help the specific
problems of individual claim-
ants — at the expense of com-
batting the general problems
and attacks faced by claimants
as a whole. In many cases they
have become nothing but an
extension of welfare rights and
social services agencies.

The trade union bureau-
cracy has not only gone along
with this, it has actively
encouraged it. In 1981, for
example, there were secret
TUC-MSC discussions, which,
in the absence of any consul-
tation with the unemployed or
the rest of the labour move-
ment, led to the restrictions on
UWC activities laid down in
the TUC's **Guidelines on the
Running of Unemployed
Workers' Centres'".

Similarly the TUC confer-
ence held in June of this year
on UWCs was organised in
such a way as to prevent any
real input by the UWCs them-
selves and to stifle criticism.

Resolutions were not
allowed; the conference
agenda was circulated at just
four days notice; only one
delegate per UWC  was
allowed and the concluding
plenary session was a mere
seven minutes in length.

Although the conference did
allow for an insight to be
gained by delegates to it of the
grip which the MSC has on
many UWCs and the acqui-
escence of the union bureau-
cracy in this, its organisation
deliberately ensured that
those delegates who wanted to
see a different kind of UWC
were denied the right to argue
out their case,

It is in this context that the
Tyne and Wear Association of
Trades Councils took the
initiative to hold the Septem-
ber 8/9 conference. Originally
open only to delegates from
Tyne and Wear itself, in the
aftermath of the TUC's June
conference, it has now been
made into a national confer-
ence.

For further details contact
Alec McFadden, 115 Nuns
Moor Road, Fenham, New-
castle-Upon-Tyne, tel, 812242
(day) or 720158 (evenings).

Two pamphlets
summing up the
ideas of Socialist
' Organiser,
‘Where We Stand’
- 20p plus 16p
postage. ‘How to
. fight the Tories’
} - 10p plus 16p
postage. Or the
two together for
45p including
postage. From
; Socialist Organ-
iser, 28 Middle
Lane, London N8
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How to fight
the Tories
Thegy vare

TODAY'S action is a welcome
change within the NUR. Aftor
soving the last three big work-
shops close — Shildon, Temple
Mills and Horwich — and count-
less other jobs go out to contrac-
tors within regional workshops
we can't sit back any longer.

Five years ago BREL (BR's
engineering subsiary) employed
35,000 but a policy of run-
down, closure and ttempts to
opon it up to outside competi-
tion aims to reduce that by
13,000 in under three years.
They also want more than a
thousand regional workshops
jobs to go. We've suffered this
long cnough but already the
policy of non-cooperation has
scored a victory.

Under pressure from the
government to speed up privat-
isation preparations, BR origin-
ally awarded the order for 50 x
2 car DMUs (class 150/151),
50% to BREL and 50% to Metro
Cammell, They claimed that
they had not got time to do the
extended tests to decide which
was best; the reason being the
Tories want BR's five year cor-
porate plan of closures and
redundancios to be completed
in three years.

This is supposed to be part of
opening BREL up to *‘outside
competition’'. In this case the
competition was  15% moro
expensive. BR ordered an audit
of BREL to try and find extra
costs, but now with the action so
far they have put the whole
order with BREL.

As with our pay clgim last
May, BR arc no doubt under
government  instructions to
make concessions  while  the
miners are out in an attempt to
undercut action and try to keep
the NUM isolated.

This small victory is an argu-
muent not for now calling off the
action but for stepping it up. The
closure and rundown threats
still remain; they plan to close
Swindon by the end of "88 and
to starve Glasgow of work so
that by the beginning of 1987 it
becomes unviable, They hope
to therefore justify its closure.

After march 1987, the EMU
rofurbishment programme will
begin to end and then the effect
of new build and repair work will

richer

Thus week the Central Statistical Office
puhlished its estimates of the distribution
of personal income in 1981-1982. The
table compares the figures with those for
1978-79. to show the effects of the first
three years of Mrs Thatcher’s rule. The
figures, unsurprisingly, show that the
best-off  houschalds  (strictly,  “‘rax-
units™] got a bit nicher, the poorest
significantly’ poorer. Maore surptisingly
the tyx system makes little difference: in
both years, the share of the rich was cut,
thanks 1o tux. by about 2§ percentige
points, that of'the poor rose about half a
nt. Whit has happened since” Mrs
hatcher will no longer know, calcalat-
ing these'figures every year was dropped
s part of an economy drive

Percentage shares ol personal
income
Belore tax After tax
Income
roup 1978-791981-82 1978-791581-82
?op W% 261 283 234 2586
11:20% 165 67 163 164
21-30% 135 1132 135 132
31.40% 112 0.7 113 W8
41-50% 92 86 93 &8
51-60% 73 1.0 1.7 7.3
61-70% 58 58 64 63
71-80% 45 44 51 52
81-90% 35 28 41 40
lowsst 10% 2.4 20 29 24
‘The Economisy’, 1]-17 August 1984

Text of an SO industrial bulletin
put out on the BR workshops day
of action.

really begin to bite. An indica-
tion of their intentions is the
freczo on recruitmont of appren-
tices overywhere, excopt Derby
Litchurch Lane¢, which means an
end to new life blood for the
industry,

All of this is intended to
whittle down the numbers and
the capacity, speed up the work
rate for those left and then flog it
off cheap to business friends of
the Tories — like the £66 million
they took for Scalink which was
worth £170 million.

The same goes for regional
workshops on a smaller scale.
Recruitment has been mostly
frozen and then thoey claim they
can 't do the work and so bring in
contractors. More and more
work is being lost to cowboy
firms in this way employing
casual labour. It all amounts to
an attack on our rights, condi-
tions agreements and job sccur-
ity.

So far mangement have had
it all their own way, They've
been able to close what they
want with little action to stop
them, despite the best efforts of
brothurs and sisters such as at
Horwich and Shildon. Unlike the
guards, BR don't have to ask the
union to help thom get rid of
jobs as part of productivity
duals.

So what is the official leader-
ship, particularly the NUR,
doing? After today they have no
plans. They are waiting to judge
the success of today s action and
the reaction of the Confed
officials to it. So far the Confed
have been dragging their feet.

But the rank and file mem-
burs of all the workshop unions
can’t afford to wait, We need to
begin now to build rank and file
committees in sl workshops
whoether the officials  support
them or not; in most cases theso
will need to be across-unin
committees, These can then link
up with other arcas to stren-
gthen the action. That way we
can make the present policy of
non-cooperation really begin to
hurt by ensuring we know what
vveryone else is doing and act-
ing together. We need then to
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workshops

push the officials into calling
strike action until the present
closure threats are withdrawn.

Action along the same lines of
non eration begins for all
othir Bﬁ and London Rogional
Transport staff on September
10. Workshops can load the way
on this and make common cause
against the common enemy
— BR's "lan MacGregor” —
chairman Bob Reid and behind
him the Tory government.,

But without waiting for
Septmeber 10 (and LRT's 24
hour strike on September 12) we
can begin now to make common
cause with the miners. 22 weeks

e

NUR/ASLEF dema in Derby against ihrcumwd closure of BR

BR:now it’s timeto figh:

they've been out, longer fos
some, but so far the Tories sk
the help of Frank Chapple, B
Sirs, Len Murray and so om
have managed to keep them
isolated apart from blacking
action by the¢ transport unjons
There is nothing the Tories fesm
moro than a second front being
opened against them — gs
happoned with the dockers.

The miners are on  strike
against an initial thret to 20,00C
jobs. BREL want 14,000 of ous
Jobs to go and with the rest of
BR the figure mounts to 38,000.

The time to fight is now!
Let's got organised!

UCW sold out

MANCHESTER postal workers
have gone back to work after a
woeek long strike. A mass mect-
ing of over 3,000 on Monday
August 6 voted overwhelmingly
to accept a recommendation to
roturn  from national officer
John Taylor.

The strike started in the main
Newton Street sorting office
when a shop steward was sus-
pended for refusing to operate &
disputed sorting method and the
rest of the staff walked out in
support. It then spread to the
outlyin delivery offices, the
parcels office and the counter
staff until in the end all Man-
chester postal workers were
out.

In my own office our night
staff wore told that they were
suspended for refusing to cross
a picket line at Picadilly station.
When 1 called a meeting first
thing in the morning to discuss
the situation we were instructed
to go and work at the Newton
Strect office. If we refused we
were going to be suspended as
well. As this would have meant
crossing a picket line of our own
moembers we took & decision to
come out there and then and go
downto Newton Street to make
sure no-one else went in.

It was obvious right from the
start that the management
waore trying to provoke the situa-
tion. They chose what was a
fairly trivial issue to confront the
union and then put the rest of
the workforce in the position of
cither scabbing on their mates

PETE KEENLYSIDE
Manchester Amalgamated UCW

insisting that ‘other offices do
work that was proper to Man-
chester, they spread the strike
outside the ares as well. At one
time Sale, Altrincham, Stock-
port, Oldham, Bolton, Crewe,
Huddersfield and Stoke were all
out for refusing to do our work.
Why the management sl_\ould
have adopted this strategy is not
completoly clear. They are not
exactly noted for their dlp}o-
macy when it comes to dealing
with the unions and mayi_)e they
just cocked the whole t}png up.
But a more likely reason is that it
has been an open secret for

some time that management
want to rid of the closed
shop. If Manchester, which is

the largest and one of the most
militant branches, could be
taken on and beaten, then the
way would be open to scrapping
it.

Whatover the intentions of
management they must have
boen surprised at the strength of
the response. Thruoghout the
strike there couldn’t have beon
more than a dozen scabs prepar-
ed to cross picket Ines, Most
people clearly understood that
what was &t stake was the exis-
tence of the union in Manchester
and there was a real determina-
tion not o back down.

Unfortunately for us the
militancy of the membun_hxp
wasn't reflected in the full time
officer -and exocutive members

who were doing the negotiating.
It will come as no surprise to
UCW members elsewhere to
hear that all John Taylor was
interested in was getting us back
to work.

The mass meeting that voted
to ¢nd the strike lasted all of ten
minutes with no questions -or
discussion allowed. The lengthy
recommendation that we were
asked to vote on was read out st
the mooting so no-one was really
sure what its implications were.

What we ended u with was the
lifting of all suspensions and an
agroement by management to
resume negotiations on all the
disputed issues. Oh yes, and
another inquiry into industrial
relations in  Manchester, the
third in three years.

Many branch members spoke
angrily after the meeting,
not just sbout the way that
Taylor had stitched up the
meeting, but about the way a
position of strength had been
thrown away. We are now back
to square one with the manage-
ment able to come back at us
any timo thoy want.

What happened in Manchos-
tor is just the latest example of
how the UCW membership have
shown thomselves prepared to
take on the post office manage-
mont, only to be sold out by our
leadership. Some of that energy
and determination must now be
turned into fighting to remove
the current  leadership eand
replacing it with one commit-
tod to militant action in the
struggles that are to'come.

[ or comiﬁ out as well. And by P



PR VI

";. -
3o . ~

Clockwise:
RUC man
aims a gun
into the
crowd:a
vain attempt
to give Sean
Downs the
kiss of life;
the shot that
killed him.

“WANTON
MURDER”
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Notts miner sees RUC killing

“As part of the Troops Out delegation,
we were heading the demonstration. We
were only 20 feet away and we saw the
RUC commit wanton murder,

On the first occasion when the RUC
attacked the march we took cover behind
a wall. Gerry Adams appealed to everyone
to continue, saying that the RUC should
not be -allowed to stop us. So we
reassembled on the road and carried on
past the Sinn Fein headquarters, and
moved onto a bank outside.

lan Juniper, the Nottingham Trades
Council secretary, spoke. It was after that,
when Martin Galvin came forward to
speak, that the RUC went berserk. They
were prepared to murder 2,000 people to
arrest one man.

One of those seriously injured was a
drummer in a band. | suppose the two
drumsticks he was carrying were consider-
ed sufficient reason by the RUC to get
him.

They fired wantonly into the crowd
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and rammed their armoured vehicles
straight into it.

[ don’t normally agree with David Steel
but he was right when he described it asa
police riot.

As miners there was a fantastic
response to us. Nearly all the coalfields
were represented on the march, and as
part of the Troops Out delegation we led
the procession.

But everywhere you go there's a gun
pointed at your head. | saw this building
which I thought was a fort — it turns out
it was a hospital, surrounded by barbed
wire. There are gun fturrets all over the
place.

[ was naive on Ireland up to this point.
But this police riot and wanton murder
should alter every trade unionist’s view on

Ireland, especially when you see it first

hand.”
MARTIN BOWER
Notts striking miner,
Cotgrave NUM

Belfast

Police
riot

Last Sunday the RUC killed Sean
Downs with a blow to the heart
from a heavy plastic bullet fired at
point blank range. The only thing
special about Sean Downs’ death
was that he was killed on, so 1o
speak, a brightly lit stage with a
audience

world-wide TV
on,

They saw the RUC drive their
specding land rovers straight into
an Irish Republican crowd and
then lay about them firing plastic
bullets mdiscriminately

But in fact Sean Downs was
the 15th person to meet his death
from one of these lethal weapons
over the lust nine years I{dy[ of
the others were chifdren, As well
as the deud there have been large
numbers injured, some of them
very seridusly

Outery

There has been too  little
outery so far in Brituwin about the

dead children “and the many
others  maimed, blinded  and
injured since  plistic  bullets

replsced the carlier rubber bullets
in 1975

Last Sunday’s “police riot™ m
Belfast ond the death of Sean
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DEMONSTRATE
FOR WITHDRAWAL

London

SATURDAY 1pm Speakers Corner

to Jubilee ('ardens

18th AUGUST

Self Determination For The ‘ish
People As A Whole
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