
Hehas a deceptively simple view of thefuture of the NCB. He
takes theexample of the US Mid Westcoalfieldswhich used
British-developed longwall mining techniquesto get ten times
the UK’s productivity by carefullyselecting only thickrich
seams,workingthemout, and leavingtherest, whileall thetime
introducing computerised mining equipment underground.

‘*Thatkind of future does not offer Scargill’smembersmuch
security as miners. The kind of industry he (MacGregor)is striv-
ing for should... go thewayof steel, motor manufactureand
othercapital-intensive, labour-shedding sectors’’.

From thebosses’ paper, theFinancialTimes, June22
Paperof the Socialist Organiser Alliance No.185 June 28 1984 25p Claimants andstrikers 10p

OLIDARITY!  

  | aee 
 

|memenT
Nardscr

 Picketsat Ravenscraig steelworks in Scotland. (Photo: RiickMatthews,IFL)
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By Ann Burrell (Rhodesia, ‘

near Worksop,Notts)

Maggie,you thinkour backs
are againstthewall

Don’t you know a miner walks
tall

A lamb maybeled,but a
man’s manwillfight

And you’ll be sorry you tasted
theirmight.

MacGregorthebutcher and
the rest of your crew

Aren’t going to do what Heath
could’t do

The miners united willnever
bedefeated

But Madam defied can be
unseated.

Let us eat grass, deprive us of
nosh,

Westillwon’t give in toa
policeman’scosh

Didn't you realise when you
went for thekill

Tie miners haveplentyof cast
iron will

We won’t give in, we won’t be
starved

We're notgoingto let jobs be
carved.

Miners’ wives and childrentoo
We’re all united to defy you

Into theground we won’t be
trod

We'll fight back,you hard-
faced sod

In a soup kitchen or on a picket
line

I’m a hundredper cent behind
thatmanofmine.

Women against pit closures
Dalkeith, c/o DalkeithWelfare, Dalkeith,Lothian.
Fish Cross, c/o Fish Cross Miners”Welfare, Fish Cross, Clackmanan,shire.
Durham, c/o Heather Wood, 18Hallfield Drive, Easington VillagePeteriee, Co. Durham.
Kent, Kay Sutcliffe, c/o Ayle-sham Miners‘ Welfare, Aylesham,Kent.
Thurnscoe: Sheila Jow, 105,j Lidget Lane, Thurnscoe,

.
Near| Rotherham.

LBlidworth. Doreen Humber, 50,Thorney Abbey Road; Blidworth,I Mansfield, Notts.
Edlington: Veronica Baiderson’

Miners’
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  Coecaece foeeseecesesce Gecoes

  By Stan Crooke

AT MIDNIGHT on June 19,
rail deliveries of coal to the
Ravenscraig steelworks near
Motherwell stopped, in line
with the national agreement
between the NUMandtherail
and othertransport unions.

To date, though, the impact
of this ‘blockade’ has been
zero. ,

As soon asrail deliveries of
coal ceased, management im-
mediately went back to using
lorries (from Yuill and Dodds)
to bring coal into the plant.
There has been nofall in sup-
plies, nor in steel production.

But the NUM Scottish area
executive has givennoinstruc-
tions to restart mass picketing.
It seems to be pinning its
hopes on a deal being worked
out betweenthe NUM andthe
steel union ISTC.

If the talks fall through,
‘then presumablyit will re-
start masspicketing.

But scab coal is scab coal.
Mass picketing should have
been implemented as soon as
the rail deliveries ceased, if
only to increase the pressure
on the ISTC leadership to
reach agreement with the
NUMon theminers’ terms.

The NUMleadership has
also failed to appeal for
support to steelworkers at
Ravenscraig over the heads of
ISTC leader Bill Sirs and Rav-

Ravenscraig
Works

Pickets atRavenscraig. ‘RickMatthews(IFL)
enscraig’ convenor Tommy
Brennan. There has been no
regularleafletingof the plant,
for example.

Both Sirs and Brennan have
insisted that the present level
of coal supplies to Ravens-
craig, and the present level of
production at the plant, must
be maintained. Miners should
be directly arguing the need
for support from the steel-
workers ‘in the face of Sirs’
and  Brennan’s call for
scabbing.

The pledge to cut off rail
deliveries of iron ore to
Ravenscraig and other steel
plants must also be implemen-
ted. But West of Scotland
ASLEFfull-timérJohnny Wal-
ker has stated that ‘‘we will
continue to supply iron ore
until we receive instructions
to the contrary from our nat-
ional executive’’.

And the Yuill and Dodds
depot in Strathaven needs to

, be picketed too, to keep the
scab convoysoff theroad.

Stop Ravenscraig steel!

trip Prockets Group
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To organise this necessary -

levelof picketing— at Ravens-
craig, at the lorry depots, and
at any pits where Coal Board
scare tactics result in even a
few miners attempting to
return to work — other sec-
tions of the trade union move-
ment mustrally to the support
of the NUMonthepicket line,
as well as helping to imple-
ment a trade union boycott
on coal supplies, iron ore
supplies, and fuel supplies.

  
“Now Is
the time

for
action”

Phil Cowan,Fife NUM,spoke
to Socialist Organiser
I think the Triple Alliance
talks about Ravenscraig will
break down on Friday — Bill
Sirs has madeit clear that he
wants at least 50% produc-
tion — so I reckon we’ll be
picketing from Monday.

Brennan [the Ravenscraigconvenor] has turned right
round from the man who was
there in 1981. The miners
supported the steelworkers
when they were out, and I
can remember him sayingthat if the miners needed
support, then the steelwork-
ers would be first in line
behind them.

You read in the papersthat Ravenscraig is going to
be closed in 1986, and yetthey’re not taking any action
themselves. I’m really sur-
prised at that. Now would be
the time for them to take
someaction,when the miners

_are already out.
The best support that

we’ve had yet to date is the
rail unions saying that theywon’t movetheiron ore.

We're certainly getting
more picketing to do now in
Scotland. It’s. getting a wee
bit more activenow.

 

be able to raffle to raise
money for the miners’
strike. He said he would,
and donated a gold and
silver disc award and some
signed records.

I hit on the idea about
two weeksago.I wassitting

Paul — who I had heard
was sympathetic to our
cause — and ask him to
donate something.

I didn’t know Paul at the
time. I just took a chance
thathe might see me.

I can’t really say how I
got in touch withhim; or he
might get everybody phon-

 
ing him up and asking for

62, Blownal! Cres., tdlington,
jaesteg: Teresa Parry, 13 ChariesRow, Maesteg, West Glamorgan.(Tel: 738825)

Bircn Coppice wives’ group,Wendy Coxson,896069 Tamworth
Barnsley. Ann Hunter, 5 Pack-horse:Gn,Silkstone,nearBarnsleyphone 791187.
Maerdy Wives Support Commit-tee, c/o Maerdy Strike Centre,Ferndale 755 301.

:Oakdale, Gwent: 82 MarkhamCres., Oakdale, Blackwood,Gwent. 0495 220158.Celyen North, Gwent. c/o
LLLSSSSSSeMPat Paris (speaking) and Chris Drake from Greenham Common withMickMcGahey. (Photo: Murdo Macleod)

time. He might even getstrike-breakers calling him
up and making their usual
snotty statements.

He asked me how the
strike was going, and I
explained to him about our

plained to him thatthiswas
all lies, created by the capi-
talist press.

.We don’t want to bring
any harm to the strike-
breakers’ wives and child-
ren: it’s the strikebreakers
themselvesthatwe want tojoin us in our fight againstpit closures and the disem-
bowelment of the trade

money troubles. ot totrying to think of ways of He. did show concern though. De arranged yet,
taising money to help us that some -of the strike- He said that he had al-out, and suddenly I breakers’ families were ready sent a cheque to thethought, why not contact being intimidated. I ex- Barnsley offices, and that

Dorothy Phithips, 13 Thorn Ave.,Newbridge, Gwent. u495 245000.Rugelay, Staffs: Mrs Jackson, 94Woodlands, Handsacre, Rugeley;Staffs. Mrs Southwell, Rugeley #
6179. ©

Littleton, Staffs: 6 Tower Roaa,High Green, Hednesford. LindaPiaten, Hednesford 76614, |Merton, Durham. Hetton-le-Hall |267641.
Sheffield Women Against Pitl
Closures. Kath.Mackey, Sheffield |381594 or 454163.

1
|
I
i
i

North Staffs wives’ committee: i 2

Brenda Proctor, 153 Broadway,Meir, Stoke on Trent. 0782 |332151.

 

As well as asking him if
he would be prepared to
donate somethingto raffle,
also askedhim if he would
be prepared to do a concert
for us, and he was reallykeen on the idea. This has

he was fully behind ourdispute.

Paul Weller backsthe miners
  
 

.

I RECENTLY met Paul By Chris Hickling union movement. These °

"Weller, the ex lead singer (Notts NUM) peoplethatarestillworking KEEPING THE LINKSwithThe Jam, now with the
are condoning the actions WINNING TRADEUNIONISTSFORStyle Council.

—
donations. He’s a really of the pigs on the picket LABI asked Paul if he would nice bloke and I wouldn’t ine. It’s about time they OURbe prepared to donate ike to. think that he was backedtheirfellow-workers Two-dayconferenceorganised by thesomething that we would getting Phonecalls all the _in thismighty battle. Labour CoordinatingCommittee and '

the Institute for Workers’ Control.
Discussion on responses to the Torytrade unionlegislation — includes aworkshop on Labour Party workplacebranches.
Speakers include Tony Benn, RonTodd,Peter Heathfield,Audrey Wise.

July 7-8, in Nottingham. Credentials£3 per day (£1.50 unwaged) from theOrganising Secretary , 9 Poland St,London W1.  
 

 Edinburgh
support
By Ricky Houston

THE EDINBURGH Trades
Council Miners’ Support
Committee, for the second
week in a row, has collected

©£1000 in food and money.
The collections are done

through a network involving
both LabourParties and trade
unions.

The committee has now
begun organising for the
picket lines at Bilston Glen.
On Thursday of this week
(28th)a delegation willbe go-ing to Bilston. We hope to do
thison a regular basis.

Support Committee: . c/o’
Trades Council, PicardyPlace, Edinburgh.



 
  

ail solidarity stronger
RAIL solidarity is  streng-
thening in the few remaining
areas — North and South
Nutts and Leicestershire.

The three rail depots,
Shirebrook, Toton and Coal-
ville, are now blocking the
movements that should have
been stopped weeksago.

Shirebrook began to take
action after a long overdue
visit from NUR and ASLEF
general secretaries Jimmy
Knapp and Ray  Buckton.
Shortly after that,a joint NUR-
ASLEFmeeting voted to carry

out union instructions.
Management responded on

June 11 by sending guards and
drivers home, but then realis-
ed that there were too manyto
send them all home. Since
then only about 16 each day
have lost pay. The rest have
been found alternativejobs.

This action seems to have
inspired Toton where action,
sporadic since the early days
of the dispute, has started
again. From Monday 11th no
coal has been moved by train
crewsat Toton.

By Rob Dawber

And at Coalville in Leices-
tershire an attempt by man-
agement to impose normal
rosters has backfiredon them.
From thefirst days of the in-
struction to stop coal, guards
at Coalville were sent home.
The rest walkedout and stayed
out for a week.

They only went back for a
shabby deal (organised by we
don’t know whom) that they

would move open-cast coal
only. Thus they were moving
about 7000 tons a week.

Management gave an ulti-
matum to impose normal
rosters and move deep-mined
coal too. Staff at Coalville
then voted to stop all move-
ments on June 9.

This has stuck. There are
now more NUR members in
Leicestershire taking action
in support of the NUM than
there are NUM members on
strike.

From our reports, only a

 
 few train crews are continuing

to work at Shirebrook, taking
coal into High Narnham:and
Ratcliffe on Soar powerstat-
ions. Even those few are
declining.

Normally Shirebrook shifts
about 350,000 tons of coal a
week. From the start of the
dispute this has been down to
180,000 tones.

From June 11 this dropped
again to 60,000 tons, and to-
wards the end of last week
(June 22) it was downto 25 or
35,000.
 

North
Notts

In view of the tremendous
response from the public .in
providing food and money for
the miners in North Notts that
are on strike, and also offering
holidays to children and fami-
lies in this area — we have set
up a special committee to
coordinate transport and
accommodation for miners’
children and families.

If you are willing to give
these children a_ holiday,
would you please contact Pat
Crowe on 0623 861674. Pat is
thechairman of the Notts
miners’ children’s holiday
committee.

Or write to Peter Edwards
(secretary), at The Haven,
Upper Row, Dunham onTrent,
Nr. Newark, Notts NG22 0UF.

Mrs S.Hart, Mr S.Craw-
ford, and Mrs A.Brazier are
also on thecommittee.

| would also like to stress
the fact that this committee
has been set up and is being
run by rank and file members.
Weare appealing for funds to
cover ‘the cost of transport of
our members to the holidays
offered.

P. Edwards,Secretary

‘The movementis capable of a general
Continued from page 12

has been ripped up in the coal-
fields — by the police. They make
up their ‘law’ as they go along —

stopping, searching, imprisoning,
beating and forcibly directing the
movement of miners.

But the miners have stuck it
out — some of them say they have
thrived on it! Listen to Notts
miner Robert Cooper in Socialist
Organiser this week (p.5). telling
how hefeels after being beaten up
by police at Orgreave.

“ft arose this morning and
though on crutches and wearing a

surgical collar and in severe pain,
I made my way to Bevercotes
Colliery to stand on thepicket
line.

“And when I can’t walk Tl
  
 
   
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
   

  

crawl”.
At any rate the labour move-

ment has thrived on it. Tony
Bennwasright:

Wider strike action “would be
the best and most direct way to
help now.The financial and moral
support that has come from the
movement has been much appre-
ciated, but it has still been left to
the miners and their families to
carry the main burden. They are
fighting for us and we cannotlet
them fight alone”’.

The miners have shaken up the
labour movement — their 16 week
battle has had the effect on the
labour movement of a powerful
engine deep within it stirring,
agitating, moving and rousing the
movement.

At first the calls for solidarity
seemed to fall on stony ground.
This wasn’t just because trade un-
ion leaders iike Jimmy Knapp of
the NUR made calls and then
did not organise and fight for
them, though that was an import-
ant part of it. it was also because
the movement was in a bad and
demoralised state.

fhe. miners did not have the
level of sympathy they had had in
1972 and 1974.

Then people began to under-
stand what the miners were doing,
to see What an example it was for
their own immediate concerns.
The savage police brutality such
as at Orgreave began to. bring
home to the labour movement

what Thatcher is trying to do to
the miners — and to the labour
movement.

Today there is a rash ofsoli-
darity action across industry.
London tube workers came out
on Wednesday 27th. Train drivers
are refusing to take iron ore
across picket lines into  steel-
works. Edinburgh busdrivers have
refused to drive when their coach-
es are hired to transport police
thugs to fight miners.

Fleet Street workers shut the
Sun’s dirty mouth for a day
because it would not print their
statement in support of the
miners.

Labour Parties throughout the
country have done collections and
other support work.

Days of action have been held
in most areas of the country.

This level of solidarity is still a
long way trom the level needed
by the miners. But it is developing
and growing. The incidents of
solidarity become more frequent
and more widespread. The willing-
ness ct workers to have a go for
their own class, and for their own
immediate interests. 1s increasing.

This is no longer the same !ab-
our movement that it was on ihe
eve of the miners’ sirtke, after
five years of defeat and retreat
and inept and treacherousleader-
sip. it has been. and is still be-
ing, transformed by the miners’
stand, and by their magnificent
example.

This movement is capable of a
general strike. It is capable of tak-
ing on and beating the Tories.

If the TUC had leaders like
Arthur Scargill instead of the sub-
grade office boysit does have, the
TUC would organise now for a
generalstrike.

But most of the leaders won’t
lead, so the rank and filemust do
it themselves. We need a general
strike right now. What we oursely-
es can dois agitate, organise and
prepare for it.

We must demand that the
TUCcalls a general strike. These
people will only do that under
great pressure, and then they
would take thefirst chancetoseil
us oul. But they are ai the head
of our movement.

In practice the way to a gener-
a strike is through the growth snd
escalation of solidarity action
with the miners, and through
other workers linking their figm
to the miners’. Right now “he
Tories are weaker 0

|
resisi

working class 2ction than al uny
time in thefast five vears,

One war te help the miners is
to pshi der veur own chim. We
know that Lhercher was mortally
afraid of a rail strike coming te-

geiner with the miners, end inter-
vened to buy off the rail ualons

 

 

Benn is rigat. You domt hove
fo wait for the leaders. “You
dor’ have to wait for perisis-
sion”

As the miners’ strike ce aiinues
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Astro (left) and Ali Campbellof the UB40 pop band with miners’ general secretary Peter Heathfieldat an NUMpress conference. Photo: John Smith,IFL

and the broad labour movement
once again rouses itself fully
awake to its interests, the likeli-
hood increases that the Tories or
the courts will provoke an explo-
sion and a generalstrike.

Up to nowin this strike the
Tory anti-union laws have count-
ed for nothing in practice. Noone
has dared use them, though the
ban on secondary strikes and
secondary picketing is being
ignored left, right and centre. But
the Tories still have the option of
using those laws to bankrupt the
NUM andother unions.

Right now the courts are
ruling in favour of scabs at Age-

 
strike’
croft colliery in Salford that the
union cannotcall a strike.

An attempt to use the law
may create a qualitatively new
situation and spark a massstrike
movement like the one which
greeted the jailing of five dockers
in 1972. Or the government may
declare an emergency and bring in
troops, triggering a mass labour
movement reaction.

It is impossible to know in
advance. Our job, as socialists
and militants, is to push for a full
scale labour movement mobilisa-
tion to confront and beat tne
Tories that means a gener!
cirike to support the miners.

Nottsstrikers
need money

Send money orinvitations tor fund-raising visits to
the Notts Miners Rank and File Strike Committees.

North Notts. Strike Centre, Ollerton Miners’ Wel-
fare, Ollerton, Notts.

South Notts. Miners’ Strike Centre, c/o AUEW.
218 Mansfield Road, Nottingham.



 miners
By Susan Carlyle

RECENTLY a group of Eas:
London Labour Party members
decided to go north to see for’
ourselves the situation in a pit
community under siege from
the police.

We knew miners in South
Yorkshire who had visited
London to collect funds. and
speak to meetings, and our
constituency Labour Party
(Bethnal Green & Stepney)
wanted to send them money
and food.

So we loaded our minivan
with foodstuffs and household
goodscollected by ward mem-
bers outside supermarkets,
and travelled up.

Kiveton Park, just south of
Sheffield, was a surprise to
the Londoner who expected
narrow little streets and not
much light or space between
houses. We found a mining
village set in beautiful
countryside.

We walked through corn-
fields and shady woodsto visit
the pit head — across grassed
and forested slag heaps, find-
ing a fishing club on the way,
with striking miners and their
children relaxingby the water-
side.

Wefelt a million miles from
industrial conflict. But just
sharing stories with Harold, a
local miner, put us in the pic-
ture.

The pit itself has an air of
desolation andruin after being
out of operation just three
months. The hazards and dirt
involved even above surface
showed what a dangerous
industryitis.

But in Kiveton thereis little
or no alternative to working in
the pit. Almost every family
has a member down the
mines.

A couple of factories in an
outlying district provide some
jobs, mainly for women. But
it hits you very strongly when
you walk around just how
dependent on the pit for em-
ployment everyoneis.

 

This was borne out by what
people told us. This is a tight-
knit community. Every face
has a name, every person is
known.

It is @ community with a
spirit that will take more than
Ian MacGregor and Margaret
Thatcher to break it. For East
Enders this was a salutary
experience and.abitter one.
We come from an area where
the docks and local industries
have been decimated, and the
old East End working class
communities are gone.

Kiveton has something
there to preserve beyond just
jobs and employment.

Wetalked to women who
were organising the welfare of
miners’ families. Here the
NUM is offering every
support it can. Despite having
a club where they sort out
food, they couldn’t cook hot
meals or run a canteen, but
were making food parcels con-
taining fresh food, meat and
veg — enough to provide a
familywith a decent hot meal.

Our donations of groceries
were warmly welcomed and
filledhalf the kitchen. Wefelt
it had been worth standingall
those hours outside Tescos,
since it stretched their meagre
fundsa lot further.

I was impressed with the
organisation and the delega-
tion of responsibility. Not all
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people picketed. Some had
other jobs to carry out, and
people relied on them.

One man ensured deliver-
ies of free coal to all the pen-
sioners so no-one goes with-
out. As most housesheattheir
water with a back boiler in the
coal fire, coal is necessary
even in summerif people are
to live with some comfort.

Everyone we met, including
the children, was firmly and
proudly committed to the
strike. They had an unshaken
faith in theirabilityto win..

This impression of the un-
breakable spirit of the mining
communities was strengthen-
ed when wetook a trip to the
Notts area the next day and
visited Ollerton with men and
women from Kiveton-Park.
They wanted to meet Notts
strikers and their families.
They had often, onlyglimpsed
Notts strikers from behind
police lines or had been stop-
ped betore getting to Nottspits to help pickets. ‘

Theyhad time to talk about
their common cause which
addedto a successfulvisit.

The women also took time
to meet, to exchange ideas
and to discuss linking up all
the action groups,on the lines
of South Yorkshire area where
Women’s Fightback is produ-cing a bulletin.

We encouraged women to
come south to collect and
speak since it’s so difficult in
the Notts area and that seem-
ed the least we could do.

Finally wetravelled up to a
meeting of the South York-
shire NUM panel, where we
were given a warm welcome,
especially one of us who had
just. come out on strike in
Tower Hamlets with NALGO.

Connie Durrell spoke and
she said how strong the sup-
port for the miners was amongordinary people: * ‘If you lose,
we all lose’’

She explained about the
numberofstrikers in her own
family — she is out, her son
was out the previous week for
the teachers’ pay claim, and
her husband had been taking
industrial action in the Post
Office. The working class is

g Ushting back.
‘‘We’reall getting the cour-

-age from your strike, and we
wantyou towin for all of us’’.

 
  

 Miners from Six"Bellspit, Abertillery,picketing the main railwayline into Llanwern steelworks.‘Photo: Martin Shakeshaft, IFL)

 
 
 

Organising women

in thestrike
By Susan Carlyle

AROUND30 women attended
a Women’s Fightback meeting
at Ollerton, Notts, on June 17.
People met each other for the
first time, swapped experien-
ces, and began to exchange
ideas and make contact.

Two women who were part
of a delegation from Bethnal
Green & Stepney Labour Party
(East London) brought some
money. Women from Norwich
werealso visiting, having rais-
ed funds at their market stall
and linked up withtheOllerton
women.

Locally women had found it
very difficult to raise funds in
public shopping areas, with
the police constantly moving
themon.-

Asa result ofoffers of help
from London and Coventry,
womenfrom the Notts pits are
now planningto travel further
afield to make contacts, speak
to Labour ‘and trade union
meetings, and raise moneyin
East London.

Wealso heard: about wide
differences in NUM attitudes
to the women’saction groups.Some groups have found the
NUM very helpful, and have
been able to work together;
others have had to work and
raise funds separately because
of insurmountablebarriers.

We discussed premises
available in different areas,

WOMICIN'
FIGHTBACK

Monthly,10p plus postage
from 8 Aubyn Square,
London SW15. New
issue out soon.

 

and how womengotrounddif-
ferent catering problems, such
as having no cookers,but still
providing home-made pies
or sandwiches:howa food par-cel containing small portions
of fresh meat and vegetables
can be moreuseful, to provide
a good meal for a family,and-
the relative advantages of
tinned-food collections outside
supermarkets.

My impression was that
each group was operating dif-
ferently, but the lessons
need to be shared and
compared.

It was also valuable that
women from South Yorkshire
met women from Nottingham-
shire and learned how much
more isolated they are, with a
sea of scabs and police around
them.

Finally, we were all moved
by a contribution from a
woman from - Norwich, a
refugee from Chile, who re-
minded us that workers are
struggling everywhere all
over the world, and howimportantit is to unite.

  
ia -Soremere coe eeneaesnemmnemSupport committees|
araitt: c/o Hoom 219, Trans-
port House, 1 Cathedral Road.
Birmingham: c/o Trade Union
Resources Centre, 7 Frederick St.,
B1 3HE.
South London: c/o Joan Tweives,
1 Alverstone House, Kennington
Park Estate, SE11.
Manchester: c/o FTAT, 37 Anson

p poe. Victoria Park,M14,

Brent Miners’ Solidarity Com.
mittee, c/o Local EconomyResource Unit, 389 Willesden.High Road, NW10. Ken Evans,459 6221.
Maesteg Trade Union and Laboureae quiPport Group: idwel
isaac ridge St.,(Tel: 738321). Meeeton.seam

cm
emees

en
a

atest

  
£4,000
a week

MacGregor
By Tim Anderson

EVERYONEknowsyou can
lie with figures — in fact,
that official figures quite
often are lies, like the one
from the Notts Coal Board
which says that only 4,000
Notts miners are out on
strike.

But some figures
worth looking at Jan
MacGregor’s wages. for
example, or the numberof
jobs lost in his tour as

managerofthenationalised
industries.

The record:
At BL MacGregor axed

34.000 jobs. His justifica-
tion for this — making BL
profitable — was not even
achieved. In fact, during
his fifth year there BL
recorded its highest. ever
loss, £387 million.

From BL MacGregor
went to British Steel. He
wanted to have British
Steel breaking even in
three years. He failed —

but destroyed 85,000 jobs
in the attempt.

The damageinflicted on
British Steel — a decline to
only 43% of the British
market — cut the market
for his next industry, coal.

MacGregor now wants
20,000 job losses in the
mines thisyear. Thousands
more will follow if he gets
his way. Hestill has two
years remaining of his con-
‘tract with the Coal Board.

In 12 years, MacGregor
could have cut anything
between 150 and 200 thou-
sand jobs in nationalised
industry, with thousands
morejobslost in related or
dependentareas.

What about wages?
At BL MacGregor was -

paid somewhere between
£10,000 and £15,000 per

are

year. At British Steel he
got £52,000, and now
£59,000 from the Coal
Board. ‘

This is by no meanshis
total income.

He is still receiving con-
sultancy payments from
AMAX,a US mining com-
pany. These payments
amounted to £100,750 in
1981. From Alumax, a 50%
owned affiliate of Amax,
he receives £31,200.

Asan outside director of
Amax he get £11,400 a
year plus £570 for every
meeting attended.

A conservative estimate
would put MacGregor’s
total income at about
£200,000 a year, but with
the percentage hereceives
from the compensation
paid by the Coal Board to
US companiesfor his trans-
fer it could be as high as
£350,000.

40 workers from nation-alised industries have join-
ed thedole queue every day
underhis direction. ~

An ironic footnote to the
whole story is that the
person who originally
brought MacGregor into
the boardroomsof the nat-
ionalised industries was
none otherthanEric Varley
— a Labour MP sponsored
by the National Union of
Mineworkers..

Informationfrom Labour
Research magazine.
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Kyewitnessesspe
Robert Cooper

WE KNEWthe lorries were
due to arrive when we saw the
police donning their armour
and equipping themselves
with riot shields. There were
shouts from some of the lads,
“They’re getting ready’’...

The pickets surged and the
police moved forward behind
their riot shields. The police
used theirbatons freely. Some
of the police really enjoyed
themselves clubbing miners
remorselessly.

Whenever a policeman of
this type knocked a miner
down he beat a rapid tattoo
downon the head and body of
whoever was unfortunate to
fall into range. This man-
oeuvre was assisted by mount-
ed police riding at a gallop
through the pickets and weav-
ing about to scatter them.
They had their batons drawn
as theycharged.

When they completed this
operation the police returned
to their positions and left the
casualties lying where they
fell. I did not see a police-
manoffer assistance to anyone.
whohad beeninjured.

There was plenty of blood.
I went to the assistance of a.
young miner who waslying in

_the grass. He was bleeding
profusely from the head. I°
knelt on one knee beside him.
1 cduld give no useful medical
assistance other than trying to
comfort him.
I called to the police for an

ambulance. The police lines
were no more than 15 yards
from this injured man. An
Inspector shouted over,
‘“*‘We’ve got an ambulance
coming, son’’. They made a
gap in theirranks for an ambu-
Jance to come through.

I wasstill knelt there wait-
ing for the ambulance when a
black policeman ran through
thisgap and straight to me. As
he reached meI looked up and
he was above meandflashing

BRITAIN appears to be democra-
tic. Everyone has a vote, and all
major decisions ate taken by our
elected representatives.

But appearancesare deceptive.
Sometimes, .as at Orgreave, it is
very plain that appearances are
deceptive.

Whoever voted for the police
operation against the miners, and
the long process of planning, go-
ing back at least 12 years to
1972?

Who ever elected the chief
constables who are directing this
operation?

Parliament is only one face of
the system by which weare ruled.
The body of that system is the
permanentstate machinery — civil

 
ThefuneralofJoe Green, the Yorkshireminerkilledby alorry whileon picket duty. (Photo: John Harris)

 
 

 
through the air was his trun-
cheon,which he brought down

‘on the backof my neck. There
was a sickening, deadening
pain in my neck, and as I was
trying to get to my feet I saw
this black policeman run back
through the gap in the police
ranks. The police closed ranks
and stood behind their riot
shields...

As I was walking from the
scene a solitary policeman
riding a grey horse rode his
horse straight at me, swinging
his baton freely. The horse
knocked me down and the
mounted policeman struck me
across the right thigh and
knee.He then rodeoff...

I was taken to hospital and
treated for my injuries. The
‘hospital was Rotherham Gen-

eral. The staff were brilliant
I’ve the greatest admira-
tion for the way I wastreated.
The hospital phoned Silver-
wood strike centre and the
strike centre arranged trans-
port for me.

I got home at 8pm. When I
got sat down with a cup of
tea I thought about my exper-
iences since the strike. began
and determined that whilstI
could stand, police violence
would not keep me from the
picketlines.

I arose this morning and
though on crutches and wear-
ing a surgical collar and in
severe pain, I made my way
to Bevercotes Colliery to stand
on the picketline.

And when I can’t walk I'll
crawl.

The state
 

Martin Thomasbeginsa
series of articles on some
basic political issues
 

service, armed forces, police, pris-
ons, courts.

This machinery shapes the
decisions of parliamentary gov-
ernments far more than those
governments shape it. And it
takes many decisions and does
many things with no reference to
Parliamentatall.

The police build-up for anti-
strike operations — which conti-
nued steadily under both Tory
and Labour governments, with
never any parliamentary decisions
—isoneexample. —

Some state forces, like MIS,
are not even in theory account-
able to Parliament. It is likely that
during the last Labour govern-
ment MI5 wasactually spying on
some ministers.

But the state machine is not acompletely independent force. It
tules in the interest of the capital--
ist class — the top 5 per cent or so
who own and control industry,
commerce,and finance.

Thisis for thgeereasons.
*The top r@nks of the state

machine are closely tied to the
capitalist class personally.

Four judges out of five, for
example, went to public schools.
90% of army officers‘of the rank
of Lieutenant-General andabove,

and two-thirdsof civil servants of
the rank of under-secretary or
above, went to public schools.

Police chiefs are generally less
upper-crust in their backgrounds.
But none of them could get where
they are without being firm sup-
porters of the present social sys-
tem — or without becomingfairly
well-off. The story of the Chief
Constable of Derbyshire who was
recently exposed as having spent
tens of thousands of pounds im-

' properly on his ‘executive suite’
tells us something aboutthestyle
in whichtheylive.

* The bankers and bosses, hav-
ing immense power directly
through their economic position,
are muchbetter able to influence
the state machine than any other
group.

* Even apart from the person-
al background of the top people,
and the influence of big business
on them — and these things vary
from country to country — the
state machine is a machine for
administering, stabilising, and
reconcilingsociety ag itis.

Its most basic structures and
rules of functioning*tie it to the
defence of private property and
of the ‘good’ — that is, profitable
— functioningof the economy.

But the great majority of the
population — the working class —

have interests diametrically
opposed to that of the top 5%.
Why do theyallow thestate to be
run in the interest of that5%?

We'll look at that in a follow-
up article next week.

Intimidati iidation fails
Albert Bownes from

.
Kiveton Park NUM,South Yorkshire,

recently spoke at Tower Hamlets Trades Council. He told
us how he had seen the peaceful picketing at Orgreave
turned into an orgy of violenceby mountedpolice.

‘‘Therewere lads from Scotlandthere, and Welshlads,
lyingwiththeirchests covered in blood and broken bones.
We’ve got a family down from Scotland staying in our
village still visiting their son with a fractured skull in
Rotherhamhospital.

‘‘When the mounted police charged into a local Asda
supermarket car. park the scene wasterrifying. Can you
imagine women and children shopping, an ice cream van
in the middle, and all of a sudden policemen hitting run-
ning pickets whoare trying to get away? It’s amazing no-
one waskilled.

.‘‘The police at Orgreave are deliberatelytrying to force
us to retaliate. But having said that,if someoneis going to
charge at me on a horse, or try to club me and hit me
round the head, then I’m going to pick up the nearest
thingto defend myself. I’ve no choice’’.

He also commented on the insensitivity of the Coal
Board in sending out letters by Ian MacGregor on the
sameday as Joe Green was buried. Joe Green was a miner
of 55,close to theend of his workinglife, who wasfighting
for the sake of young people, and lost his life doingit,
crushed bya lorry on thepicketline.

At Kiveton Park the letters were returned marked
‘Return to Sender’, or burned. At Kiveton Parkthe latest
mass meeting wassolidlyin support of the strike, despite
jailings, beatings from the police, and intimidation to
prevent themgoing picketing in Notts.
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miners 

Excerpts fromastate-
ment by Geoff Baxen-
dale; Thoresby NUM,on
his experiencesat
Orgreave :

The police charged... Iran...
I met up with a miner from

Yorkshire...we sat togetheron
‘a wall.

I looked to my left down the
road towards the Coke Works
and saw police in riot gear
with shields and. truncheans.
They were hitting the running
pickets. I saw a policeman jash
out at a running man and hit
him three times. Somehow the
mankept running.

1 saw the policemen were
lashing out at everyone and
the man I was with stood up
and shouted, ‘‘Stop running.
do not throw. They can’t do
anything — you haven’t done
anythingwrong’’.

The pickets had_ started
throwing stones at the police
who were laying about them.
About five or six of these
policemen were particularly
very nasty and the men who
were throwing stones were
trying to stop these policemen
from truncheoningthepickets.

I ran down a jitty between
the houses.It was about three
feet wide and about fifteen
feet in length. At the end was
a door, half glazed. It had a
flowered curtain. I tried the
door but it was locked. Then
more pickets started to run in
the jitty. The jitty was full of
pickets. Then the police came
to the endofthejitty. Three of
them, and they were waving
theirtruncheons.

Clubbed
Two of them were shouting

“Come on, out, out’’. The
pickets started to run out and
the police clubbed every pick-
et. As theyran out they struck
the pickets violently on their
heads and backs.

The pickets were not offer-
ing violence to the police as
theyleft thejitty.

I was the last one out.
Before I came out of the jitty
I heard a policeman shout.
“Grab thelast one’’.

As I left I was grabbed by
one andhit by another police-
man who brought his trun-
cheon down on my back near
my left shoulder. The two of
themtook my armsand walked
‘me backwards down the road.
I said, ‘‘What are you arrest-
ing me for?’’ but they did nor

- answer.
-As they walked me_ back-

wards downtheroad we came_
to some lines of police. As 1
was taken through,those pol-
icemen nearest to me were
jabbing me in the back with
the endof theirtruncheons.

(Geoffrey Baxendale was
then taken to Doncaster, and
from there to Rotherham Pol-
ice Station. He was charged
with ‘illegal assembly’ and
‘riot’).



 
iiaee

Socialism and
THOUGHcoalis basic to the
economy, relatively little re-
search has been done into
whatit is and howto useit.

Coalis theheated and pres- -

surised remains of giant ferns
that died, but did not decom-
pose,.some 300 million years
ago.

More_recently deceased
plants are preservedaslignite
(browncoal)or peat.

Coal comprises the same
elementsas living things —

carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen,
oxygen and sulphur — but has
become carbonised by its
treatment. Thusinstead of the
original 10% of carbon, coal
ranges from 60% to almost-
100% carbon (anthracite).
But even now, theexact chem-
ical structure of coal is imper-
fectly understood. :

Gas and oil (and nuclear
power) have displaced coal
somewhatas mainstays of the
energy and chemical indus-
tries, but since all are likely to
run out within the lifetime of
50% of SO readers, coal is

.

set to make a come-back.
Conservative estimates put
exploitable coal reserves at
300 years’ worth.

Capitalism
Coal possesses possibilities

and problems. Let’s look at
these, and see how capitalism
is failingto deal withthem.

Coalis a mixture of complex
and valuable chemicals. Burn-
ing it can only be justified if
attempts are being made to
replace: coal burning by re-
newable methods of energyproduction, freeing coal for
thechemical industry.

Extracting chemicals from
coal has usually been a by-
product of coke-making. Coal
is heated strongly without air
to drive out coal tar, oils and
coal gas, leaving almost pure
carbon (used in iron produc-
tion).

Coal gasification (known for
over a century) can take the
process further. The hot coke
is blasted with first air, then
steam, to make ‘water gas’, a
mixture of carbon monoxide
and hydrogen (also called
‘syn-gas’). This techniquefell
into disuse with the discovery
of huge natural gasfields, but
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Support for the miners is spreading
will become popular again as
thegas runsout.

Modernresearchis building
up an extensive repertoire of‘chemical reactions based on
syn-gas.

Ways have been found to
encourage carbon monoxide
from syn-gas to combine with
methanal {wood alcohol),
itself produced from syn-gas,
to make such useful products
as acetic acid, anti-freeze,
ordinary alcohol, and even a
high octanepetrol {a replace-
mentfor lead in petrol?)

Starved

At present, researcn into
coal gasification (and lique-
faction)is starved of cash. Just
two years ago, the National
Coal Board had to abandon
plans for a syn-fuel plant in
job-starved North Wales when
the governmentrefused to ad-
vance promised funds.

The closure of pits with
remaining coal reserves,
which has precipitated the
miners’ strike, cannot be justi-
fied. The present price of coal
is. politically determined,
while the value of coal as a

tt

 
resource makes it

worthwhile to keep ‘uneco-
nomic’pitsopen.

natural

Closed
Onceclosed, a pit deterior-

ates, so it becomes expensive
or impossible to open. For in-
stance, the Thorne colliery,
closed in 1956, is being
reopened at a cost of x200
millionand willnot be working
until 1990.

Neverthelessmuchcoal can-
not be mined because it is
under the sea, the seams are
too thin or are faulted (broken
up), or it is just too deep.

Butthisimportant resources
can be exploited — by a tech-
nique praised by no less a
person thanLenin,coal gasifi-
cation in situ (i.e., under-
ground).

Bore-holes are drilled and

 

Followinghis article on
nuclear powerlast week,
Les Hearn Jooks at the.
role ofcoal in a socialist
energy policy
 

oxygen and steam injected:
Some of the coal burns and
the heat causes the surroun-
ding coal to break down into
methaneor react to make car-
bon monoxide and hydrogen
{syn-gas). This can be col-
lected from thebore-holes and
burnt or used for making
chemicals.

Fire

- Ironically,coal seams often
spontaneously catch fire,
sometimes causing mines to
be abandoned.

This technology could pos-
sibly make it unnecessary to
send people underground and
reduce workinghours.

It could also increase
exploitable coal reserves from
300 to 1000 years’ worth.

Continuing coal extraction
and burning makesit essential
to deal with mining waste,
subsidence, acid rain and
miners’ health. At present,
economic arguments allow the
Coal Board to litter the land
with slag heaps and the Cen-
tral Electricity Generating
Board to pour sulphur dioxide
nto theair.

Slagheaps
Coal gasification in situ

would avoid slag heaps and
subsidence, while  ultra-
modern pits like Selby remove
miners from the most danger-
ous parts of the mine. Here,
the NUM has demanded a
four-day week to match
increasedproductivity.

‘Clean coal’ is the solution
to air pollution. Most acid
gases can be removed from

Miners supporting a nuclear disarmamentdemonstration. {Photo: ‘The Miner’)

 
Vicketsat Lea Hall, Staffs, with thepower station in the background. (Photo:

flue gases by ‘scrubbing’, a
technique that is resisted for
‘economic’ reasons (though
Battersea Power Station
possessedit).

Coal can be pulverised. and
washed to remove half the
sulphur, while. coal from
Welsh and Scots pits under
threatof closure has only half
the sulphurof Midlandscoal.

In Fluidised Bed Combus-
tion, pulverised coal is mixed
with crushed limestone. A
stream of hot gas keeps the,
 powderfluid,sothecoal birns

more efficiently, at a lower

temperature. The limestone
combines with the sulphurdioxide, reducing pollution bysome 80%.

Research
The International Energy

Agency (IEA), representing
most industrialised countries,
reported last November. that
‘lack of -research threatened
coal’s future as a major replac-
ement for oil. Research drop-
ped by over a quarter at a time
when solutions to acid rain
were urgentlyrequired.
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“Ourprioritieswould be thehealth of miners, the
preventionof pollution,and the-survivalof mining
communitieswhere pits are genuinely worked out”
   
 
  
    
 
  
 
      
  
 
   
 
  

Meanwhile, two-thirds of
IEA research was into nuclear
power, supplying only one-
twentieth of IEA members’
energy.

oe

In Britain, theTories made a
political decision to favour a
nuclear programme which
*‘would have the advantage of
removing a substantial port-
ion of electricity production
from the dangers of industrial
action by coal miners and
transport workers’’.

gasification and liquefaction,
Fluidised Bed Combustion,
and acid rain (which theTories
refuse to admit is largely caus-
ed by powerstations).

Nuclear

An integratea system of
oal, oil and renewable energy
ould be crucial for a socialist

istate.
Ourpriorities would be the

health of miners, the preven-
ion of pollution, and the sur-

vival of mining communities
where pits are genuinely
workedout.

But burning coal for energy
is like living on our savings,

Therefore, only peanuts are’
availablefor research into coal

_

 
and we would quickly wish to
go over to renewable energy
alone, using coal as a source
of valuablechemicals. .

More on renewable energy
in later issues of Socialist Org-
aniser. Meanwhile, those who
would close pits are, as E.F.
Schumacher(economicadviser
to the Coal Board for 20 years,
and authorof ‘Small is Beau-
tiful’) said, like ‘‘the spiteful
burglar who does not merely
pinch the valuables, but in
addition destroys everything
he cannottake”’

Whatdo youthinkabout the future of coal and the
optionsfor a socialist energy policy? Write to Social-
ist Organiser, 214 Sickert Court, London N1 2syY.

 What kind of victory do we wantin thecurrent
strike?

.

Withnegotiations taking place we have to be clear
exactlywhat we wantout of thisdispute and it has to
be much morethanjust a freeze on pit closures. The
fight has been hard andit’ll-get harder. Our efforts
should not be squandered on some compromise tha
gives us nothingbut a stay of execution.

We can win much more.
It’s worth recalling the other thingswe have been

fighting for over the past few years for ourselves, our
familiesand future generations.

* Shorter workingweek
* Protection of earnings scheme
* Retirement at 55 along with the equivalent

juvenilerecruitment
* Consolidation of the incentive scheme into the

basic wage
* An integrated, sane energy policy based on 200

milliontonnes per year output — coal gasification,
coat to oil industry , development of renewable
resources and an end to the nuclear power ,

programme.Ofall thesea shorter workingweek and a shorter
workinglife are the most important. *

Shorter hours at workanswer manyof our
demandsin onego.

It gives us more leisure time, more time for the
familyand kids and more time for educational
opportunities.

It paves the wayfor creating jobs.If thereare more
people workingin the industry we share theworkload
and havea betterlife.

IG Metall (thelargest union in the world)is
'. currently campaigning through strike action in

Germanyfor a 35 hour week.It’s thebiggest indust-
rial dispute in Germany since the 1920s.

They are convinced thatshorter workinghours is
themost important issue on theagenda for workers.
It’s time we in theNUM gaveit the same priority.

Shorter hours are particularly important when we
consider the introduction of new technology.If we
are to reap thebenefitsof that technology then
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A closed pit at Danby, South Yorkshire.(Photo: John Harris}

 
 

higher productivity must be rewarded withmore time
off.

The NUM has a New TechnologyAgreement which
it has presented to theCoal Board. Any return to

.
workfollowing thisdispute mustinclude theratifica-
tion and signing of thatagreement — otherwise we
may well win thisbattleagainst job losses but lose the:
war!

The benefitsof victory are often short4ived. Wage
increases are soon eaten away byinflation.Pit closur-
es maybehalted for a whilebut started again when
our defences are down.

A shorter working week is a permanentbenefit.If
there is one thingwe haven’t missed in recent months
it’s been thedailygrind of workingshifts and
gobbling dust.

If we are fighting for jobs let’s make themjobs
worthhaving.
Miners for the New TechnologyAgreement
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Making the CP safe for capitalism
BERLINGUER’Spolitical car-
eer in the PCI really began in
the monthApril 1944,when he
was freed from prison and
when the Badoglio govern-
ment, which had succeeded.
Mussolini, put the political
structures to follow fascism
into place with the aid of the
Anglo-Americanforces.

Palmiro Togliatti,the leader-
of the Stalinist PCI, had just

in Italy andarrived back

 

 
Berlinguer
stamped on the PCI what has
gone down to history as the
‘Salerno turn’.

This ‘turn’ removed any
possible ambiguity about the
role thattheleaders of the PCI
wanted to play in the post-
fascist order. There was no
question at all of social revolu-
tion. The PCI declared itself
ready, on the contrary, to
collaborate in a governmentof
national unity with ‘‘theparti-
cipation of the great mass
parties’, ‘‘a government cap-
able of organising a real ser-
ious war effort throughout the
country”’ against the
Germans.

Proclaiming that ‘‘thereis a
place in the national front for
all those who wantto fight for
the liberty of Italy’’, the ‘PCI
even abandoned any insist-
ence on the abdication of King
Victor Emmanuel — the ‘fasc-
ist ‘king’ who had installed
Mussolini in power — and the
abolition of themonarchy.

In thatmonth of April 1944,

RSE

 
catedcoalition between the CP andItalian Tories

Italian president Pertini beside Berlinguer’scoffin

the PCI madeits entry into the
Badoglio government, giving
its collaboration to the Italian
bourgeoisie to reconstruct a
state apparatus, to redress the
economy and above all to
block, by its influence on the
masses, the road to any revo-
lutionary possibilities.

It was in this party of gov-
ernment, this ‘party of a new
type’ as Togliatti called it,
‘withits positive and construc-

 
tive activity’, that Berlinguer
begana brilliantcareer.

He became general secre-
‘tary of the Communist Youth
then, as from 1948, a member
of the leadershipof theparty.

The PCI hadleft the govern-
ment in 1947. Butit still con-
tinued on the path traced in
1944, becominga party heavi-
ly involved in the administra-
tion of municipalities and
trade unions, basically a
profoundlyreformist party de-
spite its name ‘communist’.

For manyyears,just like the
French CP, the PCI was éxclu-
ded from all governmental
coalitions. Not until the 1970s
could its leadership once againenvisage the possibility of
participating in government,
thanks to the PCI’s steadyelectoral progress and the
increasing discredit of the
centre-left government
coalitions.

It fell to Berlinguer, elected
general secretary of the party
in March 1972 as successor to

 

 
Neil Kinnock’s performance during theminers’ strike has
brought homesharply to manyactiviststhe fact thatthe
Labour Party needs to be turned upside down if it is to be a
real workingclass party. But most would be startled to think
thatthe CommunistParty in Italy is to the right of Kinnock’s
Labour Party. Such is, however, the fact: the Italian CP (PCT)
favours coalitions with the Italian equivalent of the Tory
Party. This article by Andre Frys (translatedand abridged

_

from the French socialist weekly Lutte Ouvriere) explains
someofthehistory.

Luigi Longo,to define a policy
that would permit the PCI to
get back into governmental
political life.

In 1973, following the Chil-
ean coup d’etat,'Berlinguer
formulatedtheideaofthe ‘his-
toric compromise’. To avoid
what had happened in Chile,
he said, it was necessary to
establish collaboration
between the two big Italian
parties: the PCI and the
Christian Democracy.

Stripped of spurious justifi-
cations, this proposition came
down to this: the PCI would
not claim access to govern-
mentpowerin alternationwith
the Christian Democracy,
which had dominated Italian
governments until then, for
the Italian bourgeoisie would
neveraccept such a thing,but

- it would seek access to gov-
_

ernment in collaboration with
the Christian Democracy.

In otherwords, the PCI lim-
ited its ambitions to the possi-
bility of participating in a
Christian-Democrat govern-
ment. In the name of the
compromise necessary with
the ‘Catholic masses’ whom
the Christian Democracy (DC)
wassaid to represent, the PCI
declareditself willing to serve
the DC as a buttress and a
cover, even as a life-belt or
safety-net, in return for a few
ministerial seats.

The ‘historic compromise’
began being realised in the
years 1976 to 1979.In theelec-
tions of June 1976 Berlin-

_guer’s party got its best score,
with 34.4% of the vote. By
compromises and bit by bit,
the DC gained the collabora-
tion of the PCI, but still with-
out giving it what it wanted in
return: ministerial portfolios.

In 1978 the PCI was even
allowedtoparticipate, explicit-
ly, in the Parliamentarymajor-
ity of... an exclusively Christ-
ian-Democratgovernment!

All in all, the ‘historic com-
promise’ came down to the
fact that the Christian Demo-
crat leaders accepted... the
PCI members of parliament
voting for them!

Loyal
For the communist mili-

tants, for the working class,
this was hard to swallow, and
more so because the ‘national
unity’ governments of this
period had to pursue cuts or
repression against student
demonstrations and against
the violent actions of the
terrorist groups.

But, under the leadership
of Berlinguer, the PCI insisted
on showingitself a loyal sup-
porter of these governments of
crisis, conscious that this was
the price it had to pay to show
the Italian bourgeoisie its
loyalty and that it was a gov-
ernmental party.

Berlinguer’s party paid for
this policy with an erosion of
its electoral position.

After the assassination of
Aldo Moro — who had been
the main artisan of the com-

promises with the PCI — by
the Red Brigades in spring
1978, theDC showeditself less
and less prepared to make con-
cessionsto the PCI.

So in 1979 the PCI had to
go backinto opposition.

Berlinguerhimself recognis-
ed that the formula of ‘his-
toric compromise’ was now
finished. He substituted the
formula, ‘thedemocratic alter-
native’, which proclaims that
the PCI should have a leading
role, but which in reality does
not close the doorto collabora-.
tion with the Christian Demo-
cracy, so deliberately vague
are its outlines.

It is in fact an interim posi-
tion, as Berlinguer clearly said
when he declared: ‘“‘Italian
politicallife is going through a
transition phase. Before a
replacement solution really
emerges, we have to devise
transition phases. Availability
in continuity”

With ‘the democratic alter-
native’, the PCI is trying to
maintain its forces as an oppo-
sition party, while still declar-
ing itself available to take up
government responsibilitiesif
a possibilityof thatsort should
emerge. Its principal concern
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Italian workers destroy last symbols ofMussolini’s rule, 1943

is not to have its position as
the mainleft party taken away
from it by its rival, the Italian
Socialist Party which, for its
part, has been trying since
1980 to show thatit can enable
the Italian bourgeoisie to gov-
ern without the help of the
PCI.

In his determination to
occupy the place of a social-
democratic party, and not to
have the PSI take that away
from “him, Berlinguer made
some demonstrative gestures
in relation to the USSR, and
notably the gesture which will
go down in history as ‘lo
strappo’, ‘thehreak’.

USSR

In December 1981 the PCI
daily L’Unita, declared that
“the phase in the develop-
mentof socialism which began
with the October Revolution
has exhausted its dynamism’’:
in other words, the PCI no
longer had any reason to have
speciallinkswiththeUSSR.

The PCI declared that it
would ‘‘maintain normal rela-
tion with all the Communist
Parties, in the same way as
with any other socialist, revo-
lutionary and_progressive
force, without any special or
privileged link with any of
them and on a basis of auto-

“nomy efpolitical thought and
action, withoutany ideological
or organisationallink’’.

This ‘break’ did of course
lead to somedifficulties inside
the party. A pro-Soviet tend-
ency was created around
Armando Cossuta. But

Cossuta’s motion at the follow-
ing Congress of the party only
got 5%of thevotes. Basically,
the ‘break’ was well accepted
by the party.

But Berlinguer’s_political
skill in those years lay also in
maintaining the hold of the

I and its control over the
reactionsof the working class,
sometimesat the cost of radi-
cal words.

Thus Berlinguer could be
seen threateningtocall for the
‘occupation’ of the Fiat fac-
tories in September 1980, at
the time when the manage-
ment decided to sack thou-
sandsof workers.

He could also be seen, at
the beginning of this year,
at the head of workers’ pro-
tests against the Craxi govern-
ment’s decree cutting back on
the  inflation-protection of.
wages... all the better to lead
thataction into a dead end and ~

in the last analysis to have it
play the role of a buttress to
the parliamentaryjousts of the
PCI.

Berlinguer was, as all the
press emphasised, an honest,
moral, serious and_hard-
working man, which isn’t
common amongItalian politi-
cians. But this honesty and
seriousness was basically in
the service of thebourgeoisie.

He worked, seriously and
patiently, to make of the
enormousforce which a party
like the PCI could have been
for the working class, a force
which was controllable, inte-
grable and usable by the
bourgeoisie in the framework

«of its political and social
system.
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‘Arch-bigotlan Paisley got 56% of theProtestantfstpreference vote

 
Sinn Fein slumps

EVERYBODY believed that
the Euro-elections would be
the big test for Provisional
Sinn Fein — and so did Sinn
Fein.

‘Would the unprecedentedly
large vote got by the legal
wing of the Provisional IRA
in last year’s UK_elections
hold .up? Would SF’s vote
grow and fatally eat into the
vote and credibility of the
SPLP’s John Hume,thesit-
ting MEP?

As always in Northern ire-
land, there was not one but
two elections running in parai-
lel: the election in the Protest-
ant community and the elec-
tion in the Catholic com-
munity. There is very little
cross-voting.

#8% of theCatholic/Nation-
alist vote last year seemed to
put SF withinstriking distance
of the constitutional national-
ists. The prospect that SF
would replacethe SDLPas the
majority party of the Catholic
community alarmed both the
British and the Dublin govern-
ments — and the Catholic
Church, which fiercely threw
itself against them.

Sinn Fein was_ confident.
But in the eventits share of
the Catholic vote was 5 per
cent down. The SDLP seemed
to have attracted a lot of tac-
tical votes, and some who were
Sinn Fein in 1983.

In the Six Counties Provi-
sional Sinn Fein got 91,476
  

By Paddy Dollard
votes (13% of the total and
38% of the Catholicvote). The
SDLP got 151,399, 22% of the
total and 62% of the Catholic
vote. :

One likely consequence Is
thought to be that the British
and Dublin governments wilt
feel that the SF threat is off,
and therefore abandon recent
moves to edge towards some
sort of agreed solution to the.
Northern Ireland situation.
The first response of. Sinn

Fein leader Gerry Adams sug-
gests that Sinn Fein’s reaction
may be. to become moreelec-
‘tion-oriented. Of the lost votes
he said:

‘‘Whatwefailed to take out
was the vote of those natjonal-
ists who, while they had voted
Sinn Fein in ’83, may have had
misgivings about IRA opera-
tions in which civilians were
killed or injured. | think there |

is a need to refer to what | said
at the 1983 ard fheis (conferen-
ce). That is that revolutionary
force must be controlled and
disciplined so that it is clearly
seen as a symbol of our
people’s résistance’.

In Ireland as a whole,Provi-
sional Sinn Fein got 5% of the
vote.

In the Protestant commun-
ity, arch-bigot lan Paisley
got neariyone quarterof a mil-
‘lion first preference votes,
‘56% of the Protestant vote.

 
 

 

ColinWaugh looks at a
newpamphlet, ‘Police
Racismand Union Collu-
sion: theJohn Fernandes
Case’, fromtheNational
Conventionof BlackTeach-
ers (£1),and at theissues
behindthiscase of a
lecturer sackedfor expos-
ing racismamongpolice
cadets
 

HENDONPolice School stands
in the Tory-controlled outer
London borough of Barnet.
However,thenearest ordinary
further education college is
part of Kilburn Polytechnic,
which comes underBrent.

Until recently,nearly 30 lec-
turers from the Poly were per-manently based at the Police
School, servicing (amongother_things)a coursefor cadets.

After the uprisings of 1981,
_and in line with a recommen-
dation in the Scarman Report,
a ‘multi-cultural’ unit was

- introduced onto this course,
| and the staff involved, repre-senting about one third of

Brent’s employeesonthesite,
elected John Fernandes,
a black teacher with eight
years’ experienceat the Police
Schoolsite, to coordinateit.

From the start, they were
agreed that their aim in de-
signing and running this
‘multicultural’ element should
in factbe to counteract racism
which they knew to be wide-
spread amongthecadets.

.In the summer of 1982,
the head of the Police School,
Commander Richard Wells,

4 who has since become Deputy-Assistant Commissionerof the
Metropolitan Police, inter-
vened to exclude the multi-
cultural unit from the course
and replace it with a unit on
‘decision-making’ to be taught
by police instructors rather
than by civilian staff from
Kitburn.

John andhis colleagues on
the multicultural unit fought
hard to prevent this. In the
course of doing so, they tried
to convinceWells of theneces-
sity for anti-racist teaching by

  

drawingto his attention essays
written by cadets which inclu-
ded such comments as ‘‘can a
12-bore shotgun blast a black
man into tiny pieces at 12
yards?’’ and ‘‘do blackpeopleburn better with oil or petrol
on them?”’

_
However, Wells was unwill-

ing for such evidence to be
discussed, so that by the mid-
autumn of 1982 John felt that
the only thing left was to
release the essays to the
media. They were eventuallypublicised on the Channel
Four programmeEastern Eye.

Despite the fact that no
cadets’ nameswere given, and
despite the fact that the pro-
gramme gave Wells ample
opportunity to have his say,
his next action was to give
John two hoursto get off the
premises.

More surprisingly, his em-
ployer, the London borough of
Brent, which at that time was
Labour-controlled, ordered its
staff at thePolice School not to
go into workthere until he was
reinstated.

.

In otherwords, the struggle
looked winnable, especially
since editorials favourable to
John began to appear in the
Guardian. .

However, this would be to
reckon without the role of
NATFHE’sleadership, both at
a local level in Brent and nat-
ionally in terms both of offi-
cials and of lay membersof the
National Executive. It was not
long before the  union’s
machinery was brought into
‘action— against John Fernan-
des. Fawzi Ibrahim, the Reg-
ional Secretary, who, like
‘John, was also on the Brent
Liaison Committee, managed
to discover a short break in
John’s contributions.

The Regional Official, Geoff
Brass, arranged for a new
course to be set up purely
within the Police School, on
the basis of a ‘questionnaire’
conducted withoutthe existing
branch’s knowledge, and with
the obvious effect of isolating
John from his support in the
existingbranch as a whole.

Instead of the issue being
treated as one of principle,
John wasoffered casework.

Meanwhile, rather than
forming an alliance with the
Labour council against the
Police School management,
NATFHE’sleadership entered
into talks with that manage-
ment themselves,whilesimul-
taneously going to the media
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to the empioyof Barnet, along
withall civilianservicing of the
Police School.

Morerecently,one of these
lecturers has brought a com-
plaint against the officers of
Kilburn branch under
NATFHE’s Rule 8 (‘‘bringing
the union into disrepute’’),
and the national leadership
has allowed this to go forward
to a tribunal. However, a vig-
orous campaign byanti-racists
was rewarded when thetrib-
unal decided thatthere was no
case to answer.

This pamphlet was written
before thismost recent turn of
events. It gives an account of
events trom 1982 in some

Peach showedthatpolice were keeping ‘unofficial’deadly weapons in
their lockers, no-one was ever prosecuted, Photo: John Sturrock Report 

detail, quoting manyrelevant
documents, and also tries to
place the whole affair in a
theoreticalcontext.

It argues that the whole
concept of ‘multicultural’ (as
opposed to anti-racist) teach-
ing, along with the increasing-
ly fashionablecourses in ‘rac-
ism awareness’,is itself racist,
becauseit fails to treat racism
as a power relationship in
which whites seek to oppress
blacks.

Since there,are many teach-
ers, includingon the Left, who
still see multicultural studies
as at least potentially progres-
sive, it would be well worth
getting hold of thisbook.

” Tlable “ie
POLICE.

ieee fo accuse John of ‘gross pro-
ye fessionalmisjudgment’.They attempted to justify

thisbehaviourby claimingthat the whole episode was a
smokescreen behind which
Brent was manoeuvring. to
makestaff redundant. In other
words, a ‘trade union. issue’
was wheeled in to hide their
unwillingness to support a
blackmemberovertheissue of
anti-racism and academic
freedom.

There thenfollowed a period
of struggle within NATFHE
at the level of Outer London
Regional Council and at the
National © Conference. —. This
struggle is still going on,
though it may show how the
Left has beenweakened by the
Socialist Workers Party’s
withdrawalfrom College Rank
andFile.

Atthelocal level, the result
of the leadetship’s behaviour
has basicallybeen that those
who supported John havebeen
relocated to other work in
Brent, whilethosewho went in
to work against Brent’s instru-
ctions have been transferred

 
  ———————————————————
Jranian oppositionists in London demonstrateagainstKhomeini’s terror. Photo: AndrewMoore

Over 1000 people werekilledandwounded’’.
The Kurdish people exist as minorities in
an, Iraq, Turkey, Syria and the USSR.
Baneh ts 1n Iranian Kurdistan, near the

border with Iraq. After the bombing, people
took to. the. streets demanding an end to the
war. Iranian troops fired on the demonstra-
tion, killingand wounding many and_-arresting
many more. :

Peoplein the Kurdish cityof Baneh have been
successivly bombed by Iraqi planes, then shot
down by Iranian troops when they demonstra-
ted for peace.

According to reports by Iranian left-wingers
abroad, Baneh was bombed on June 5. ‘“The
poor. areas of the city, where the bombings
mainly took place were razed to the ground.
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  Labour council does a
 

  Tebbit  

NALGOfights no-strike clause
Derek Ralph is vice chair of
Tower Hamlets NALGO and
staff side rep. He was pre-
viously convenor of shop
stewards during the social
workers’ dispute in 1978-9 —

a bitter strike that continued
for ten months.

Tower Hamlets’ Labour-
led council was the last to
settle. a national agreement,
and following that a reorgan-
isation of social services resul-
ted in cuts andlossof service.

:
He. spoke to councillor

Susan Carlyle.
How does the. present.dispute
compare with your experien-
ces last time?

Even though the issue -is
different, it is the same. cabal
of councillorswho are running

-the negotiations and__ this
council. I cannot see that they
have movedoneinchsince the
social workers’ strike.

They are using the Head of
Personnel for their mouth-
piece, and far from attempting
to mendindustrial relations in
the borough they are being
moreprovocative.

They are effectively trying
_to smash the council trade
unions.

Do you thinkthere is a deliber-
ate policy behindthe council's
decisions?

There have been miscalcu-
lations and blunders’ by
management,but at the same
time councillors on the staff
side committee, who refused
to take the libraries item on
the agenda after the suspen-
sion of. the librarians, were
being deliberately provoca-
tive. The trade unions had no
other way of responding ex-
cept by strike action.

 

Labour parties backNALGO
DURINGTHElast two weeks
NALGOhasbroughtlibraries,
housing departments, social
services offices and townhalls
in Tower Hamlets, London,
to a halt.

Some 1200 workers are on
strike.

Thestrike was triggered by
the suspension of 50 librar-
ians taking limited action to

Loppose the closure of two
libraries. They were refusing

[to collect library fines.
The librarians were told

that unless they agree to
' Suarantee: that no industrial

 action will be taken, theywill
not be reinstated.

Negotiations have led to a
defermentof the library clos-
ures. The issue now is the
defence of trade unionrights.
All other sections of the
council have come out in
support of the librarians.

The local Labour Parties
are actively opposing the Lab-
our council’s behaviour. One
party headquarters has been
turned into the picketingcen-
tre, and at the LabourParties”
local government committee
(Friday June 22) full support
was pledgedfor thestrike.

 
 

I thinkthe council has to cut
back in order to keep its
spending down,andin doing
so saw NALGO as oneof. the
main unions which was cap-
able of resisting. They are
therefore set on a policy of
breaking NALGO.

Similarly with the 1978-9
strike — what followed was
cutbacks ‘under the guise of
‘reorganisation’ and conse-
quent demoralisation of work-
ers in NALGO.

I am very impressed with
the speed with which NALGO
have supported us. The pay-ing of strike pay at a decent
rate was accepted very swift-
ly, and there were no waver-
ings about their support,
which wehopewillcontinue.

The support from other
workers within NALGO is
tremendous, and the librar-
ians’ action has opened up a
can of worms in the coun-
cil’s industrial relations atti-
tudeto its workers.

At present 1200 out of 1500
NALGO membersareonstrike

with up to 50 other trade ‘un-
ionists refusing to cross pick- ~

et lines into work.
My. own particular depart-

ment, Social Services, has
undergone various reviews,
the most important recently
being carried out by the
DHSSin the light of the bor-
ough’s plea that because of
cuts they were no longer able
to meet their statutory respon-
sibilities.

The report revealed not only
an under-resourced depart-
ment but the remoteness of
management. With the coun-
cil’s present cumbersome
procedures, no dialogue with
managementwas possible.

The report was leaked be-
cause the council failed to
respond. When madepublic it
was rubbished by the then
Chair of the council Social
Services committee, who went
on to refuse to meet and dis-
cuss it withNALGO.

For two years there has
been an elderly care review,
which includes a re-submitted
 

Left councillor says:
‘Il won’t cross pickets’

1 WRITE in support of the
NALGO workers’ stand

|against the irresponsible ac-
tion of the council in suspend-
ing the librarians who were
courageously defending the
library service against clos-
ires. Many people have been
shocked by the  council’s
>ehaviour and have asked me
"oO protest.

One ward constituent has
said: “‘Hitler didn’t manage

library ail- close our 
‘A Labourcouncillor in

nerotiations with NALGO”
From ‘To.er Power’, Tower

“tamie?: NALGO bulletin)
‘Tebbit

Statement issued to the East
London press by councillor
Susan Carlyle.
through the Blitz. What is
thiscouncildoing?’’

In effect the ‘cowboyleader-
ship’ of thiscouncil are threat-
ening to kick workers out of
their jobs unless they promise
never to take industrial action
in any form.

The non-collection of fines
policy, decided democratically
both by meeting and ballot,
was to stop the closure of
Roman Road and Poplarlib-

‘raries. It is minimal industrial
action which at present is be-
ing pursued in other author-
ities, including Tory West-
minster, and has not provoked
anywhere such hostile  anti-
trade-union overreaction.

The clause on no strikes or
any industrial action is a pre-
tenceof industrial negotiation.
This attitude leaves no choice
but for other council workers
to strike to defend Their trade
union rights. Even Norman

would hesitate to
implementsuch

a
trick.

Another voice within the

Labour council has to be
heard. Labour Party council-
lors who are accountable
stand with NALGO to defend
services and against the
infringement of trade union
rights. We do not stand for
the council to carry out Tory
policies and Torycuts.

The high-handed cynics
in charge will no doubt bow
out in the 1986 elections,
either through de-selection
or abandonment of their
responsibilities. Some should
go now so the Labour Party
will no longer be tainted by :

their treacherousantics.
P.S. I would also like to

thankNALGOforbeinginstru-
mental in exempting the
special Housing Meeting to
resoive the urgent problems
oi tenants sutfering racial
harassment, and will be dona-
ting my council attendance
allowance towards the hard-
ship fund.

Until the strike is resolved,
1 with other councillors shail
refuse to cross picket lines
unless our participation will
bring the council leadership to
its senses and grant NALGO
1ts basic requests.

 
 
claim for parity with other
local authorities, based on a
national agreement. These
workersarestill waiting, with
little confidence in_this
council.

Three years ago nursery
workers were paid their in-
crease two years late after a
dispute!

The crunch, however, has
comein thelibraries.

A decision to close two lib-
raries, Poplar and Roman
Road, was taken at an Ameni-
ties Committee, though the
closures had not been nego-
tiated with the trade union
side. .

Having jumped the gun,
management then offered
librarians a trade-off with
enhanced pay and gradings —

saying that the decision to
close could not be rescinded.
They also offered redeploy-
ment for thosedisplaced.

The librarians took a laud-
able decision to refuse the
extra money rather than harm
the public with the loss of
service. They also. started
lengthy official NALGO pro-
cedures, with meetings and a
ballot, which came down over-
whelmingly in favour of pur-suing minor industrial action
on the following demands:

* not to cooperate with any
administrative measures to
effect theclosures,

* not to collect any money
on behalf of the council from
June 11 1984,

* to embark on a campaign
to demonstrate we need
improvements in the library
service, and to condemn
the council's decision to close
libraries outside an agreed
review of the service.

During the ballot the Direc-
tor of Community Services
sent out letters urging a ‘no’
vote, and as soon asthe lib-
rarians were moving towards
their action letters of suspen-

Library workers outside Bethnal Green Library. (Photo. ‘Tower Power’, Tower Hamlets NALGObulletin} 
Comments from librarians
at BethnalGreenlibrary
“To bethrownoutof the
buildingevery time you
embarkon minorindustrial
actionis unbelievable.

“*Thenon-collectionof
fines is theminimal kind of

actionyou can take in lib-
|raries — it’s beengoing qnfor months in Tory West-

minster, as well as other
London boroughs. None of
themhave beenthreatened
like us, and we’re meantto
beemployedby a Labour
authority.”’

sion were given to them on
their desks on the Monday
morning, telling them that
they would be in breach of
their contracts if they started
industrial action. ‘

This was seen as an over-
the-top reaction. We expect a
Labour council to have a dif-
ferent policy in relation to its
workforce. You might expect
it from Margaret Thatcher or
NormanTebbit.

NALGOlibrarians’response
was an immediate walk-out,
and, with all workers in other
sections being potentially
threatened with similar indus-
trial relations, the rest of
NALGO followed two days
later.

Now, if you had been in
NALGOforthelast few years,
you would know that the un-
ion has been weak — meetings
poorly attended, sometimes
inquorate, and not especially
militant in its membership.
We never expected such a
response. At a mass meeting
in the first week, over 600 out
of 800 voted in favourof strike
action. This affects all sections
of the council.

Whenwetried to raise the
matter of the librarians’ sus-
pension with councillors, we
were barracked and procedur-
ally blocked. and the person-
nel section would not meet
NALGO until the following
week.

We've made some progress
and reached agreement on
deferring closures. There will
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be an interim review, with
alternative library facilities
set up before in those aregs.

Even though we doubt the
council’s intentions, we have
agreed to this, and the focus
of the dispute has now shifted
to the council’s refusal to lift
the conditions on the suspen-sions. The strike is now over
a threatto union rights.

Our membersare not going
to sign awaytheir trade union
rights. Do the council want a
staff association with a no-
strike clause?

These are Tory tactics,
the politics of intimidation.

s the
story of the victimisation

©

of Socialist Organiser sup-
porter Alan Fraser and
howthefight to defend
him wassold out by the
unionofficials. 25p plus
postage from 75 Free-
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nCapices. Liverpool
stands firm

By Nik Barstow(Islington
NALGO.delegate, in personalcapacity) 

“THERE WILLbenosell-out.
On July 11 we will go to the
Councilmeeting withthe same
budget we went with on April
29. There will be no compro-
mise on jobs, services or
rates’’.

Derek Hatton, deputy
leader of Liverpool City Coun-
cil, used the opportunity of
their open conference on June
23 to squash rumours of a
climbdown by the Council’s
Labour group.

Hestressed that the Tories
had refuted to move into the
city, not becauseJenkin want-
ed to negotiate, but becauseof
the level of support in the city
for thecouncil’spolicies.

The conference was, how-
ever, disappointing in terms of
working out how the Tories
are to be fought, and mapping
out a detailedplan ofaction.

Council leader John Hamil-
ton stressed that the Depart-
ment of the Environment’s
(DoE’s)officers could not even.
comeupwithplans to meet the
targets they themselves had
set thecouncil.

ThoughJenkin had describ-
ed housing in the small part
of Liverpool he visited as ‘‘the
‘worst I have ever seen”’, the
DoEofficialswantrentrises of
£1.70 and cutbacks in the Dir-
ect Labour Organisation.
Liverpool refuses. .

Speakers from outside Liv-
erpool concentrated on linking
the city’s fight to a national
strategy for Labour local
authoritiesunderattack.

Alistair McRae, NUPE’s
general-secretary-elect, fe-

 
affirmed NUPE conference’s
support for Liverpool’s stand
and called for theLabour Party
special local government con-
ference on July 7 to adopt a
policy that, could unite all
Labourcouncils. 

Twopamphlets
summing up the
ideas of Socialist
Organiser.
‘Where We Stand’
- 20p plus 16p

. “How to
fight theTories’
- 10p plus 16p
postage. Or the
two.together for
45p including
postage. From
Socialist Organ-
iser, 28 Middle
Lane, London N&

  How to fight
the Tories

Sheffield council leader
David Blunkett made a clear-
er call for the July 7 conter-
ence to adopt a policy of refu-
sing to implement the Rates
Act, following Liverpool’s
example, and for the Party
nationally to swing its full
weight behind Liverpool’s
stand. He also pointed out
how the money the govern-
ment was forcing councils to
spend on police operations
denying miners their rights
would be at the cost of jobs
and services in local govern-
ment and education.

There was a lot said in
general about the links be-
tween the miners’ and the
local authorities’ fights, but
there were no practical pro-
posals on what council work-
ers or Labour councils should
do to makethelinks.

The whole conference, after
the opening speeches, in fact

became simply a tub-thump-
ing rally for the Militant, who
dominate the Liverpool Dis-
trict Labour Party.

Workshops planned for the
afternoon were called off in
favour of an orgy of self-con-
gratulationaboutthe‘strength
of the Marxists’. ‘

For manydelegates thiswas
an annoying wasted opportun-
ity. Instead of having a chance
to discuss the ‘nuts and bolts’
of council confrontation with
the government with fellow
council trade unionists from
Liverpool, we had to sit
through endless repetitions of
‘the need to get rid of capital-
ism and have a socialist Lab-
our government’. :

Asa rally it was a well-run,
even impressive, event. As a
conference to build coordina-
ted national support for Liver-
pool, and to press for Labour
authorities to take a united
stand following »Liverpool’s
lead, it was an irritating lost
opportunity.

Cuts chiefPatrickJenkin

  

 CLEANERS from Barking hospital “were joined by Kent and
South Wales miners for a demonstration on Tuesday June 26.

 

 
The cleaners have been on strike for 16 weeks now against

enforced cuts in pay, hours and cleaning standards by their
‘ employers, private contractors Crothalls, and the march went

to the headquarters of Crothalls parent company, Pritchards.
June 26 had been declared anational day of action in

support of Barking by the strikers’ union, NUPE, and there
were NUPE contingents on the 1000-strong demonstration not
only from London but also from Wales, the North East,

‘Scotland, Northern Ireland, Cambridge, Oxfordshire, ana
Essex.
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Also on the demonstration was a contingent from the two’
weekold strike at HammersmithHospital against privatisation.

Both Barking and Hammersmith now need further and
more decisive action by NUPE nationally .to spread the
struggle against private contractors in theNHS..

Forlatest details of the Barking strike phone 01-595 4252
(24 hours}, or 01-592 5038. Messages of support and dona-
tions to: AUEWHouse, 588 Rainham Road, SouthDagenham,
Essex RM10 7RA. Cheques payable to Barking& Dagenham
Health Emergency.

PHOTO STEFANOCAGNONI(IFL).

 
How CPSA dumped Graham

at
a

  CPS. e fed up with Graham.
Photo: John Harris

.the

- Left’s

2» by
4 want to commit themselves

 Rod Bacon, recently elec-
ted to the National Execu-
tive Committee of the civil
service union CPSA, spoke
to Socialist Organiser about

NEC’s decision to
remove general secretary
Alistair Graham from the
TUCGeneral Council.
3 @ Whenwas theidea of

‘removing Graham_first
raised by the new Broad
Left dominated. Executive
Committee?
OO In the week following
the CPSA conference (May
14-18), Broad Left NEC
members met in caucus,

‘and the idea was raised by
Militantsupporters.

Some of the ‘soft left’
opposed it, on the grounds
hat Conference had given

no mandatefor such action,
and that we should not
engage in such a major
dispute so soon after the

election_victory.
Others were merely taken

surprise, and didn’t

one wayortheotherat that
time.

Some time later, papers
were produced by NEC
membersboth for and ag-
ainst the removal of Grah-
am. These were discussed
at a furtherBroad Left NEC
caucus on June 16-17, and
the vote was 11 to 10

against of
Graham.

|The idea was to set up a
sub-committee of three
people who would discuss
the business of the TUC
General Council with Gra-
ham,and basically see that

getting rid

he didn’t step out ofline.
However, it was also

agreed that if Graham re-
fused to accept thisproviso,
the Left would nominate
Ray Alderson (a Commun-
ist Party member,recently
elected as vice-president)
for the seat on the General
Council.

MM What was Graham’s
response?
OOO At the NEC meeting
on June 19, Graham refus-
ed to accept the terms of
the motion on the sub-
committee. The Broad Left
therefore nominated Alder-
son for the position, al-
though Militant nominated
their own candidate, Kevin
Roddy(theLeft’s candidate
for the presidency,who was
very narrowly defeated by
right-winger Kate
Losinska. The right-wing-
ers on the NEC nominated
Graham despite his refusal
to accept the sub-commit-
tee plan.
MB So three people were
nominated. What was the
outcomeof the NEC vote?

OOO Graham_—got _ five
votes, Roddy got 7. Ray
Alderson received 14 votes.

Graham stated at the
meeting — andlater to the
media — that this decision
meant that the campaign
for his re-election ‘‘started
now’’. As CPSAelects its
General Secretary every
five years, Graham comes
up for re-election in the
autumnof 1986.

;But there’slittletheright
wing can do immediately.
There’s talk of them trying
for a referendum of the
membership. But to call
such a referendum, they
require the support of
enough branchesto repre-
sent a majority of union
members.It’s very unlikely
thatthiscould beachieved.
M® How do youthinkthe
union should elect its re-
presentatives onto theGen-
eral Councilin thefuture?
O10) Id like to see a sys-
tem similar to the one

_CPSAusesnowforelection
to the NEC: individual
votes at workplace
meetings, so that all union
members have a hand in
electing their spokes-
person. There are certain
practical difficulties, but
the main aim must be to
see that the rank and file
have great input into the
TUC Council.

Sell-out danger in Germany
AS WEgoto press, it is not
yet clear whether or not the

By Tom Rigby  metalworkers’ strike move-
ment for a 35 hour week in
West Germanyis over.

The strike is the most ser-
ious since the 1920s. Car pro-
duction has been aimost halt-
ed and 450,000 workers laid
off. Newspaper production
has beenhit by a series of one-
day and two-daystrikes by the
printers’ union, whichis fight-
ing for thesame demand.

However, it looks like the
dispute could end with theoffi-
cials of the 2%-million strong
1G Metall union’ accepting a
deal that would not give the
workers the 35 hour week.

At the centre of the search
for a compromise, in effect a
sell-out, has been Georg
Leber, a former Social Demo-
crat minister and trade union
leader, whois the chief arbitr-

ator. We should beware of the
TUC, Kinnock and Ormetry-
ing to do the same to the
miners’strike in Britain.

Ata time when the employ-
ers have called for a supreme
court injunction to overrule a
lower court ruling that state
benefits should be paid to
200,000 workers who have
beenlaid off, iG Metall should
be looking to escalate the

action, not holding back and
waiting for the outcome of
arbitration.

The strike is beginning to
have effects in Britain, too.
There maybelay-offs at Vaux-
hall Ellesmere Port and Luton
plants. Effective international
combine committees for the
car industry could help spread
the West Germanfight into a
Europe-wide struggle for the
35 hour week with no loss of
pay.
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Strike with
theminers

 
By John O’Mahony

“There’s a power, there’s a
powerin a band of
workingmen,

When they stand hand in
hand

That’s thepower, that’s the
power, thatmust rule in
every land

Oneindustrial union grand”’.
THE POWERofthe miners’
stand against Thatcherism - -

for 16 ‘heroic weeks so far —

has already transformed the
industrial, social and political
climate of Britain.

Labour MP Martin Flannery
was right when he said in the
House of Common on Tuesday
26th that an “inexorable march
towards a general strike is now
under way”’.

It may not yet be quite
inexorable, but a generalstrike to
support the miners is nowareal
possibility. The defensive Tory
response to Flannery showed that
they think so too. John Biffen
attacked Flannery for “bullying”
and “‘threatening”’talk.

Tony Benn expressed the
possibilitiesand the needs of the
new situation in the working class
when he said this on Monday
25th in East London:

“Na one need wait for permis-
sion to begin. Trade unionists in a
whole range of industries and
services should plan to take indus-
trial action where they work.

“An extension of strike action
would directly assist the National

Fundincomehas practi-cally cometo a halt this
week, leaving us with a
total of £291.45 for June
so far. We need much
more to keep our work
round the miners’ strike
going. Send to: SO, 214
Sickert Ct, London N1.

 
 
~ Benn gets

It right!
Union of Mineworkers and give
them a tremendous moral boost
at the same time”’.

The press said Benn had called
for a general strike. In effect he
had.

The Campaign Groupofleft
Labour MPsare right, too, when
theycall for other unionsto presstheir own claims and. to actalongside the miners against the
common enemy.
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Pickets outside Bethnal Green Town Hall.
They were protesting against
Tower Hamlets’ Labour council's refusal to
transfer Bengali families from estates where
they have been suffering sustained and vicious
racist attacks. The attacks have occurred for
many months on the TeviotStreet Estate, and
three people have been hospitalised as a result.
Mr Al, whose family has been attacked eight

times, said. “Does someone have to die beforethe Council will act?”’
Labour councillor and Socialist Organiser

“ supporter Susan Carlyle successfully moved aresolution to transfer eight famities and to
recognise racist harassment as « priority forrehousing. See also page 10.
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A general strike in support of

the miners would shatter Thatch-
er like the limited strikes of 1972
and 1974 first humbled Heath
and made him climb down (1972)
and then defeated him (1974).

Six months ago a_ general
strike was scarcely thinkable.
Everywhere gloom and depression
reigned in the labour movement
after five years of Tory rule and
years of retreats and defeats for
the labour movement.

The working class did not
react explosively to the attacksof
the Tories after 1979. On the one
handthere waspolitical disorient-
ation and confusion after five
years of a wretched Labour gov-
ernment under Wilson and Call-
aghan which had attacked work-
ers’ living standards. On the other,
the slump undermined militant
trade unionism: with millions on
the dole, many workers saw dim
prospects for the strike action
which had served them so well for ~

the previous two decades.
The strikes that did occur

becameprolonged andbitter.
The ruling class gained confi-

dence against the working class
from the slump, unemployment,
mass misery and social decay
around them. Theygained confi-
dence from the militant capitalist
government of Thatcher.

The sell-out right-wing or left-

june 27 ——

Printers
of shut thelie

machine

talking trade union leaders were ©

usually ignored in the years of
boom and militancy. Now they
had returned to centre stage, and
became a deadly danger to the
movement.

Things went from bad to
worse. The power and the
strength of the labour movement
seemed to be unravelling and
wasting away. That’s what the
Tories thought.

Before they came to office
they had worked out an anti-
union strategy. They thought
they could safely take on such
groups as health workers. But on
no account, they told themselves,
must they go for a head-on clash
with the minersin their first years
of office.

They backed down from a
confrontation in 1981.

But by 1984 the labour move-
ment was in suchastate after
years of retreat that they thought
they could take on the miners and
win.

Miners seemed at first reluc-
tant to follow Arthur Scargill
when he warned them about
planned pit closures. NUM leaders
had been weak and unsurein their
response to closures at Polmaise
and Bogside. Tory victory in a
head-on confrontation would
complicte the job of breaking,neutering and house-training the
labour movement..

They went in for the kill,
provocatively appointing the
butcher MacGregoras headof the
Coal Board. With deliberate plan-ning and malice aforethought,they took on the miners.

And look what has happened!Spreading from Yorkshire, the
strike is now solid in 80%of the
NUM. Most of the mining com-
munities — women, and even chil-
dren too — have mobilised them-
selves to fight back, and they arefighting back magnificently.

State violence not seen in Brit-
ain for many decades has been
thrown at them. The rule of law

Continued inside on page three
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 London Press Branch EETPU, AUEW FleetStreet Branch, the London SOGAT82 branches,and membersof the NUJ.
TRADEUNIONISTSin Fleet Street — the ordi-
nary printers, journalists, clerical and distribu-
tion workers — have demanded, through a‘Right of Reply’, that the miners’ voice is heard
for a change. Wehave produced this statementbécause we want you — the reader — to know
that the men and women who make your daily
newspaperare resolUte in their support of the
miners.

Why? &.
¢ We want to stop thousands of miners —

and their families — joining the four millionpeople whodailyendure theindignity of beingwithoutwork.

° Britain needs coal: We have greater reserv-
cs of coal than anycountryin Europe, but in 10
to 15 years we will — on present policies. —

once again be dependent on imported energy.The present Middic East war demonstratesjust howvulnerable we are.
¢ North Sea Oil is a precious resource. At the

momentit is being frittered away on fundingthe armyof unemployed. In another decade or
so, theoil will be gone... forever.

¢ The Government lied to you. The PrimeMinister has repeatedly said that the govern-ment will not interfere — but the truth is thatshe has deliberately been working to prolongthe strike.
Were the minersto lose, Britain would be the

poorcr. harsher and more divided. We will notallowthat to happen.

 

  
Saturday July 7. Assemble 10am at Saltley Gate, Birmingham.March 11am torally in ChamberlainSquare — speakers willinclude Arthur Scargill.

GPO.Signed articles do not necessarilyreflect the views of the SOA.


