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Orgreave: A womanfrom the Sheffield support group shouts for an ambulancefor an injuredminer. A
mounted policemanin riot gear swears at her andhits out with his truncheon

Orgreave pickets
beat police violence

By John Bloxam
THE miners’strike has suddenly escalated.

The Government hasgiven signals to em-

ployers to go ahead and use the anti-union
laws to sue the NUM.Such moveswillmakeit
starkly‘clear that the Tories’ aim is not just to
shut pits but to beat down the whole trade
union movement. They should be answered
by a renewed and more urgent campaign for a

generalstrike!
For 100 days, the Tories have been persua-

ding bosses not to use the courts because they
fear the effect — both on those minersstill
scabbing and on other trade unionists. Now,
as the NUM moves to take serious action to

stop steel production, they have decided to
play this card.

On Monday 18th a nationally coordinated
effort was mounted to shut off Orgreave cok-
ing plant. The Notts area sent pickets for the
first time. Despite the police brutality, the
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ks ‘suiOrgreave. The po

size of the picket and improved organisation
resulted in a decision to suspend coke runs

from the plant. The NUM wonthefirst ‘battle
of Orgreave’.

This followed directly from the breakdown
of talks last Wednesday 13th.

Government pressure must have been
behind MacGregor’s hardline and provocative
approach. According’to Arthur Scargill, ““we
gained the impression” from the first two sets
of talks, “that the plan to close the pits
announced on March 6 wasno longer applica-
ble — they wanted to see the thingnegotiated
and a settlement achieved’’. Using the losses
because of the strike, and a wide definition of
closure due to ‘exhaustion’ and ‘geological
difficulties’, the Coal Board negotiators were

looking for a tactical retreat.
But the government could not accept the

implications of even an apparent miners‘
victory.

The break-up of the talks meant that
Thursday’s NUM executive meeting, and other
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regional and national meetings on the same

day and Friday, were about stepping up the
dispute. They produced immediate results.

A rule change at the forthcoming Special
Delegate Conference was discussed to put
clearly in the hands of the national union the
power. to discipline officials who scab. Steel
dispensations were put firmly in the hands of
the national coordinating committee.

Those area leaderships who had gone along
with local agreements to permit large-scale
steel production were firmed up. On Tuesday
South Wales president Emlyn Williams was

publicly disagreeing with Scargill on the issue
By Friday he was calling for a ‘ighter block-
ade on Llanwernsteelworks.

The leadership of the steel union ISTC was

given until today (Wednesday 20th) to agree
an effective deal for ‘care and maintenance”
only in the steel plants — the level that existed
during the steel strike. If they rejected this, a

Centinued on page 2
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Organise
solidarity

Mick Davies (Thoresby
NUM)spoketo Alasdair
Jamison
WE'VEgotto create a lot more
solidarity.

I’ve been up to Preston, Black-
burn, Blackpool,right around the
country, to a lot of trade union
Meetings.

Thereis the solidarity there,
but theproblem is getting the
solidarity organised and moving
on from here — so thatonce
we've won thisstruggle it carries
on from thereand weget the
leadership and the fight has not
been a waste of time.

Onspeaking to shop stewards,
especiaily from theengineeringunions, thesolidarity is there —

but the leadership is the problem.
Unless thissolidarity is organ-

ised and orchestrated,it’s just
hollow.It’s not real.

I’ve no respectfor a lot of the
trade union leadership. There
should be no room in the trade
union movement for words such
as ‘right wing’. There should be
no right wing in the trade union
movement.

Anytrade union leader who
moves on from the trade union
movementto theHouse of Lords
— that to meis absolute hypo-
crisy. As far as Murray andSirs
and people like thatare concern-
ed — they’renot only selling us
out, they’re selling theirown
membersdowntheriver.

* There are some good leaders
around,I'd say thatScargill was
the best at themoment. But we
need more peoplelike Scargill.

A lot of those who are on
strike now usedto say that the
statements Scargillwas coming
out with were all propaganda,
and he wastoo political. It wasn’t
actuallyuntil the strike started
thatit brought hometo therank
and file NUM membersthefacts
of what really was happening —

the fact thatScargill had the fore-
sight to see what was happening.

My personal determination
now is unstoppable. I’m willingto
go on for ever. We cannot now —

this is my feeling and the feeling
of all the lads I know — when
there have been men sacked for
standing upfor their trade union
rights, arrested, imprisoned,hit
and kicked on the picketlines, we
cannot stop until we have won
this.
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HARRIS

  
ArthurScargillhas calledfor afour-day wee,
 

Making Notts
a police state

Jim Gillespie (Thoresby
NUM)spoketo Alan
Fraser

I THINK the police have
turned Nottinghamshire into
a police state.

The county is surrounded
on each borderby police offi-
cers who won’t let any other
miners comein.

_

Inside the county~eachvil-
lage is separated from other
villages through policetactics.

But in my opinion, these
people who have been on
strike since the beginning,
like myself, are on a winner.
It’s not if we’re going to win
now, it’s a matter of time,
when we’re going to win.

What do you think about a
generalstrike?

I don’t see that we’ve got
any choice. If the NUM loses
every other trade union is
going to go downwithit.

Il agree with a general
strike, because if all the work-
ing classes combine together
then we'll be able to do some-
thing. We might be able to
overthrow this government.

The role of the Labour
Party leadership in this
dispute has been negative.
If we win this now,andlet
Neil Kinnock get in with his
policy as it is now, then his
Labour government is going
 

Hampshire support
By Tony Twine

ALTHOUGHit is not in a mining
region, the Hampshire Miners’
Support Committee has raised
over £12,000 in donations and
levies. Collections of food have
also been sent to the families of
striking Welsh miners.

South Wales miners have been
active around Southampton and
Portsmouth since the early weeks
of the strike, speaking at many
workplace and Labour Party
meetings and raising large sums of
money.

Problems have howeverarisen
within the support committee due
to the ‘a-political’ character deter-
mined by Communist Party mem-
bers. Although challenged by
certain Labour activists the CP
have generally managed to guillo-
tine discussion around such ques-

tions and regional strike action
and the picketing of both docks
and powerstations, opting instead
for a passive ‘wait and see’
approach.

This will almost certainly
meanfailure to grasp a tentative
offer by two TGWU Fawley Re- °

finery shop stewards to switch off
oil supplies being pumped into
the adjacentpowerstation.

But somelocalinitiativeshave
been taken. Picketing of the bigFawley power station has been
stepped up.

Further meetings to rally
support for the miners have been
scheduled. These must&ebe used to
pressurise regional union officials
into organising real solidarity
action throughoutthearea.Hampshire Campaign Commit-
tee: c/o Richard Jewisom 93
Leigh Road, Eastleigh, Hampshire

to be just the same as the
other ones.

I see the Labour Party
changing if the working class
people, the rank and file
miners, start to go to all these
meetings — if we start to join
the Labour Parties and over-
throw theright wing and get
a decent Labour government
in,

What’s your view ontherole
of thewomen’s groups?

In this area, without the
women, a lot of the miners
who are on strike and who
have stuck solidly together
would not have doneso.

Arrested!
By Jim Denham

YET another case of police har-
assment of a prominent strike
leaders has come to light in the
Midlands.

Eric Lippett, a Midlands area
executive member and chair of
the Lea Hall strike committee,
was arrested when police called
at his home at 8.40am on Tues-
day June 12.

“They accused me of criminal
damage — supposedly having dam-
aged an NCB van outside Hands-
acre social club. They took me
down the station. I denied the
allegation. They thenasked meall
sorts of irrelevant questions about
my role in the strike, about how
it would affect my future pro-
spects, and about myattitude to
the police!”, Eric told SO.

Eric was held in the cell. for
over 3 hours before being released
on bail. In court, thepolice prose-
cutor called for Eric to be
remanded in custody, though
eventually he was granted uncon-
ditional bail. “It’s a clear case of
the Board using the police and the
courts to intimidate strikers.

“The secretary of the Lea Hall
- strike committee has also been

arrested, and there have been
other cases of our lads being told
to ‘get back to work’ by magistra-
tes in court”, said Eric.

“I suspect that it is no coinci-
dence that the day before my
arrest the Cannock Chase district
executive (which I’m on) had
voted to suspend treacherous
branch officials who have been
strike-breaking, and that the day
after my arrest I was due to
attend the Midlands area execu-

 
tive to ratify that position”.
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  STOP STEEL!
Continued from page 1

blockade would be put on with the transport‘unions. If British Stéél attewepted to bring in
coal with scab lorries, then crucial iron ore
deliveries would be stopped.

Elsewhere there has also been escalation.
On Sunday over 50 miners began occupyingthe Betteshanger pit in Kent, in response to a
report that two scabs were going to try to goin. They are now defying a High Court injunc-
tion obtained by the Coal Board.

The national agreementby transport union
leaders to go along with blockading steel
worksis a step in the right direction. But they
must campaign to get it to stick with their
membership.

Developments at Shirebrookrail depot, in
Notts, indicate both the possibilitiesand the
problems.

It took 13 weeks for rail union leaders
Jimmy Knapp and Ray Buckton to address ajoint branch meeting at this, a key coal-mov-
ing depot. When they did, it helped reverse
the decision of three previous meetings to
continue movingcoal.

But there is a further meeting thisSatur-
day, 23rd, to consider the position again. Up
to 50% ot the guards and drivers have observ-

ed the blockade of coal movements — but the
whole dispute has been 1un passively.

Workers have been sent home,but the poli-
cy of the officials is that other workers should
not come out in support. ASLEF are payingthe wages of those sent home, and the NUR
also are not calling for supporting action — for
the sake of ‘the federation’.

This has given management the initiative
on how manyto send homeon any one day.

A picket line was only recently set up at
the depot, and the officials are keeping the
strike isolated both from other railworkers
taking action and from local miners.

Unless the unions move to strike action
whenindividuals are sent home,thereis a real
danger of the boycott on coal folding upbecauseof the isolation.

Despite what they say, the Tories and the
Coal Board did not break up the negotiations
last Wednesday from a position of strength.This became clear when MacGregor’s threat to
ballot the strikers was quickly dropped in
favourofa letter.

Both inside the NUM, andfor othertrade
unionists, the message is this: The strike is

the action.

going to be won onthepicketlines, by stop-Ping coal, by stopping steel, and by extending
 

Pickets increased in Scotland
A MASSIVE police operation is
underway in Hamilton to protect
the coal shipments in and out of a
small privately-owned coal
company.

Pickets have atrived to prevent
lorries delivering coal from open-
cast mines to a local coal proces-sing plant. From this plant the
coal usually goes for domestic
Use, but now lorries from England
are collecting it for power
stations.

Pickets at first took thepolice
by surprise and successfully per-
Suaded somedrivers not to deliv-
er. Within hours a huge police
Operation built up and during the
first three days of picketing over
40 miners werearrested.

The number of pickets has
varied between 50 and a couple of
hundred each day, but on Wed-
nesday 13th for example 16
vanloads and two coachloads of
police arrived during the morning
and heavily outnumbered the
pickets.

On the samedaya Strathclyde
regional councillor calmly told a
Labour Party branch in Hamilton
that so far the Regional Council
has spent almost £2% million on
the police operation in the
Region, but that they were
‘powerless’ in relation to police
activities.

The pickets have been harass-
ed, pushed and shovedagainst the
perimeter wall of the plant, kept
away from the entrance gates and
arrested indiscriminately.

The Coal Board’s use of this
coal is another indication of coal
stocks diminishing. The plant is
situated on the periphery of a
housing scheme where tenants
have for years complained that
the police avoid their area, even’
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‘Battle of Orgreaue’
7

Thescene after the

By Steve Harvey
' in emergencies. The priorities of

the police are thrown into sharpfocus for the tenants as they
travel past the coal depotinto the
town.

In Hamilton the Trades Coun-
cil and Labour Party members
have been outdistributingleaflets
and raising funds for the miners’

struggle. But this has been depen-
dentonindividualeffort, the Lab-
our Party has not yet taken a
clear public stand in support of
the miners and MP George Rob-
ertson wants an NUM national
ballot.

Hopefully the June CLP meet-ing will endorse a motion from at
least one branch calling for the
establishment of a strike supportcommittee and the indecisiveness
will be sweptaside.
  What happened at Maltby
FrankSlater (Maltby
NUM)spoke to Dan
Duncanabout the recent
violence in Maltby

THE TROUBLE began a week
last Fridaywhen some coppersapproached some lads coming out
of the Caledonian. They said to
them: ‘It’s about time you
bastards went back to work’.

These lads, understandably,
.

turned on the coppers. I told
them to calm down, thinking it
was a set-up and there were more
police round the corner.

Things settled down.I went to’
the locai Chinese take-away with
some other lads. An inspector
camein and dragged one of them
out.

He returned, looked around,
and said to another copper:
‘Arrest him’. I was arrested and
taken to thepolice station.

The lad who had Been arrest-
ed five minutes before me was at
the station. He was asking why he
had been arrested, so the copper

slapped him aroundtheear.
Since then I have found that

his eardrum is perforated.
My arm was bleeding was

being shoved in the back of the
van.

We were released at 3.30am.
The next night at the same

club, there were a lot of police
outside, and some of their vans
were in the marketplace. The
same lads decided to walk awayfrom the vans and went down an-
other street.

A police car came after them,
mounting the pavement, and a
copper got out andstarted attack-

.
ing one of them.This lad has now
left the area for a while for his
ownsafety,

The coppers that did this
were from Greater Manchester. At
the moment there are enough
coppers here to arrest the whole
town, The local coppers goaround and pick out people for
the outsiders to arrest.

With the number of police
here at the moment, anothercon-
flict is almost inevitable.
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Albert Bownes, delegate
to the South Yorkshire
area panel from Kiveton
Park,spoke at the SO
meeting in Ollerton,
Notts, last Sunday (see
p.4). He is on conditional
bail, instructed not to
picket on pain of four
months’jail.
I got lifted about two or three
miles away from a colliery in
‘Nottinghamshire. That was
enough to put meinside Lincoin
Prison for 14 days, alongside a
few of my colleagues.

We were going picketing,I can
tell you that, They say it’s sub

_judice, but I don’t give a toss, and
I don’t give a toss about the bail
conditionseither.

I did take a video camera with
meonthatparticular occasion be-

cause we have been stopped that
many times at junction 27, it’s
nearly as bad as the old Cutthroat
Crossroads.

So they stopped us. Vanloads
and vanloads converged on us, as
if they had found a.coal seam. So
we had a meeting in the middle
of the roundabout, and said we
were going to give them a test
case.

There were 46 men from
Kiveton Park, and 38 of them
went individually to that picket
line and gotarrested.

It was a beautifulsight. Some
people say it was stupidity, but
it was great. The Charge of the
Light Brigade was nothingon it.

Those lads from Kiveton Park
did it for the National Union of
Mineworkers. They didn’t do it
for themselves.

We don’t accept the police
conditions. What they’re doing is
testing us out for the new Police
Bill. They’re implementing the
new Police Bill beforeit’s law.
 ‘We'll stick together’!
Lynne Dennett, TraceyMid-
dleton,and Phil Middleton
spoke to John Bloxam and
Mirian Fielding. Lynne and
Traceyare active in the
Church Warsop Women’s
Action group, and Phil is an
NUM memberfrom Warsop
Main (North Derbys. NUM)

Lynne: Weare patrolled every 10
minutes by police, past my door.
And when it’s shift time at the
pit, we get masses ofpolice buses.

But I thinkthe police presence
has made people on the side of
the strike. It’s not added to their
cause, it’s added to ours.

Phil: Before the strike a lot of the
older men, who had had nothing
to do with the police, might have
thought that Scargill was a bit of
a hothead. Since this has started
they have seen the intimidation.
Even when we’re on bail and not
going picketing any more, and
we're cutting down trees for the
old folk, we get stopped by the
police. It’s made people realise
whatthegameis.
But haven’t the police been
successful? They’ve protected
the scabs so far.
Lynne: OK,the police have done
a job for the government — but
it’s those who have crossed a
picket line who are wrong. I
blame them.

All those. who are crossing a

picket line are not only damaging
our union, they’re also damaging
the whole trade union movement.:
We -all know about the police.

For the first weeks they had
no leadership. You had no one

saying: you don’t cross picket
lines. That’s where the Notts lead-
ership went wrong.

It didn’t matter about votes
and ballots — they should have
said the basic principle of the
trade union movement is you
don’t cross picket lines. If they
hadn’t dilly-dallied, they would
have been out. Butthey shouldn’t
have hadtosayit! .

Do you thinkthe decision of the
Shirebrook NUR and ASLEF men
‘on Saturday is going to have any
effect?
Lynne: It was very good. And I
thinkthey will stick to it.

.

You might get one or two of
- them that will scab. But it’s better

than it was.
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Jimmy Knapp and Ray Buck-
ton were written to, and it got
them up there, and it’s done the

.
trick. They are now coming out
in support.

I went down to Wigan. Dennis
Skinner was speaking, and a dock-
er spoke who was very good.
They hit the nail.on the head for
me.

We appreciate the support
we're getting. But what Iwant to
see, and what a lot of other
people want to see, is a bit of
action with the feet. We need
some support by, like, dock-
ers going on strike, like that
dockersaid.

That’s
see. ~

what we want to

Why do you think that hasn’t
happened?
Lynne: Well, because they’ve
been bribed with pay rises. Power
man, rail men, it’s happening
everywhere, because they want to
isolate the miners.
Howdo yousee the negotiations?
Lynne: | think they’ll break up.
It’s exactly the same as"it was
before. I don’t care if they sat
round a table, to be honest with
you.If they go back for less than
what we want, we’ve been sold
out.
Phil: MacGregor’s so-called new
plan for coal is. exactly the same
as what he was saying from the
first we went on strike. It’s no
different.

Substantial pay ‘increases?
‘That could mean a lot of things.
They could be linked up to
productivity and bonus schemes.
We want those schemes out any-
way, as one of the conditions of
going back to work.
What settlement would you con-
sider a victory?
Lynne: We want nopit closures,
and an expansion of the industry
quicker thanwhat we’re getting.
Tracey: We want the incentive
schemescrapping.
Phil: We want a rate protection
scheme for the lads that have to
come off the coal face duetoill
health, injury or just getting too
old and knackeredfor the job.
What about the shorter working
week?
Lynne: The miners, same as the
other unions, fought for a shorter
working week — and then they
work seven days with overtime
because it costs you so much to
live that people are working seven
“days a week just to survive.

What we're saying, and what
Arthur’s saying, is let’s have a
four day week. If there’s a need
for overtime at weekends, there’s
a need for more jobs. So why not
split your week up and get some
of these young lads off the dole
queues andinto the pit?

That’s basically what’s wrong
with the industry. All this talk
aout the millions of pounds they
are ploughing,in -— they are
ploughing millidns in but the
Coal Board.are having to plough
millionsback becauseof the inter-
est they’re charging them.
Miriam: The machinery is produ-
ced by non-nationalised industry.
Somebody’s getting a rake-off
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somewhere.
Tracey: That’s it. They nationalis-
ed the Coal Board but they didn’t
nationalise all the industry that
supplies it, or anythinglike that.
Lynne: British people are being
brainwashed by this thing called
privatisation. And they say that
anything that isn’t private should
makea profit. Well, how can you
make a profit in the health serv-
ice, if you want a good health
service?

How can you makea profit in
mining if you want a decent min-
ing industry like it should be?

The basic principle is that
they’re trying to get rid of the
unions in this country — and then
god knows where the working
class will be.

As for the Labour Party lead-
ers — it’s time ‘they all got off
their backsides and started saying
which side they’re on.

A few have. Tony Benn and
Skinner, and that’s about it. But
just look at the rest.

And the TUC. Well, Len
Murray might as well buy 11
Downing St andlive next door to
her.

Throughout history

_
we’ve

been sold downtheriver. I’ve just
read a thesis on pit closures from
1947 up to date, and all the way
through, whether it is Labour or

anybody, they’ve sold us down
the river: The only people that
can fight this are the men and
the women themselves.

There’s no great white god go-
ing to come down and doit for
us. It’s no good turning to Neil
Kinnock and peoplelike that. It’s
the trade union movement that
can help us.

Len Murrayis nowt to do with
it. He’s after his knighthood like
bloody Gormley. Theysell out to
the establishment.

Arthur Scargill will never sell
eut. Tony Benn should have been
leader of the Labour Party. But as
soon as they find out that he’s
popular and speaks the truth,
they slate him forit.
Miriam: There’s no way they can
let someone go about like that —

drawing the links between the
miners’ strike, GCHQ, nuclear
threats. They’ve got to destroy
him.
Can you say somethingabout the
Women’s Action Committee?
Lynne: I got a dozen lasses toge-
ther. We had a meeting in a house.
They chose meas chairlady’I said
at the time, ‘Don’t be stupid, I
can’t doit’.

Anyway, it snowbailed.
Have you been involved in picket-
ing?
Lynne: Not many, because there
hasn’t been a need for it for our

pit. But for a lot of them, we’re
going back to male chauvinism
really, because a lot of husbands
say: ‘I’ll do the picketing’.

I’ve always said — if you want
to go picketing,do it.
What about a national meeting of
women’s committees?
Lynne: Yes, that’s happening.
When we’ve won we're not going
to disband. We’ll stick together.

I would like to see women’s
groups throughout the whole
trade union movement — for each
trade union. women come for-
ward andstand up like we have.

You know, I was just a wife
sat at home, with three kids,
washing, doing all mundanejobs.
And I’ve enjoyed this — I’m tired
out most of the time, but I do
enjoy it.

If I can do it, then there’s a
hell of a lot more women whocan
doit. :

os anceoe
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Above:at Orgreave, a press
photographerstops to give
first aid to an injured miner.
The woman beingattacked
by themounted cossack on
p.1 wasseeing aid for this
man. Below: ArthurScargill
at Orgreave, injured by the
police

 Back the
miners

 
Scargill:

—

A four.
day

week!
LAST WEEK Arthur Scargill
set out his demands for the
pit strike:

*A complete withdrawal
of the Coal Board’s closure
programme announced on
March 6 aimed at reducing
capacity by 4 million tonnes.

*A reaffirmation by the
Board and the Government of
the Plan for Coal, the expan-
sionist plan agreed between
the Government, Coal Board
and unionsin 1974.

~ *Development of 40 mil-
lion tonnes new capacity.

*New investment to
expandall existingpits.

*Rapid development of
new coal burning techno-
logies

*The introduction of a
four day. week

*A substantial increase in
wages

*Retirement age brought
down to 55

**A scheme to protect
wagerates

* Consolidation of the
incentive bonus scheme.

The demands for the four
day week and for scrapping
the incentive scheme are

particularly important as part
of a workingclass programme
to defend jobs and unite
mineworkers. 
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I’m sure the idea of a gen-

eral strike has been discussed
quite a bit round here al-
ready. It has been discussed
in Basingstoke, in the middle
of Tory Hampshire, so I’m
sure it’s been talked about
here!

I don’t want to give you
the impression that I’m going
to suggest at the end of my
talk that we pass a resolution
in favour of calling a general
strike and we all go out
shouting and screaming down
the street and denouncing
anybody who doesn’tjoin us.
That would be absolutely
idiotic.

The job that I’m going to
try to do todayis just to out-
line the possibilities;the pro-
spects and the problems in
the question of a general
strike. ‘

 

they goi there from those
lads whoareat the beginnings
of taking industrial action in
their own right, was colossal.

Those fellows realised that
the NUM is nowfighting a
battle that is their battle.

It’s difficult. to predict
what sort of thingcould set a
general strike off. But the
point is that the situation is
there, and it could be sparked
off by a variety of things.

So tar it’s been limited to
these local struggles, and if
we’re unlucky it may go on
like that. But the atmosphere
is there,and it can be conver-
ted into action if enough of
us go out and put theissues
to.people.he government know it’s
the best chance to make a
breakthrough against them!
Press ahead, and we can doit!

I want to finish by looking
back at the discussion we had
last Sunday. One danger in
this situation is a re-run of
1974, where eventually the
government is down on its
knees, but they call an elec-
tion and let the B team under
Neil Kinnockin.

I’m the chair of a Consti-
tuency Labour Party, I’m a
Labour councillor, I’ve been
in the Labour Party for
donkey’s years. But I have to
say that there is a tremen-
dous danger of winning a

 
Obviously now the prime
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job is to win the NUM strike. A a 6 partial political victory by
And it’s pretty obvious that = getting a Kinnock-style Lab- although you people have
demonstrated that you’ve got
the strength to carry the
strike on a long time — and in
my opinion you could win it
on your ownin the end — the
quickest way would be for.
the action to be extended
beyond the NUMinto other
key sectors of industry.

The obvious ones are the
power industry, the railways,
and indeed the steel industry.

It’s like the old story that
if the working class were lin-
ed up at one side of a room,
the ruling class were lined up
on the other side of the.
room,and weall spat at once,
we would drown them. The
problem is, how do weorgan-
ise everybody to spit at once?

France ’68
Let’s look at what general

strikes have been in the past,
right back to the 19th cen-
tury, in this country and in
other countries. Look at
France in 1968. There were
maybethreemillionmembers
in ali the trade unionsputto-
gether — but whenthestrike
got going there were ten
million on strike. There were
moreon strike than the total
membership of the trade
unions. .

And for a short time they
had the government there by
the throat. It was only
through the intervention of
the officials in the French
labour movement, who play-
ed much the samerole as the
TUC have played in this
country, that a major over-
turn didn’t take place in
France and the labour move-
ment didn’t take over the
whole country to run it by
and for the workingclass.

But there have been differ-
ent types of general strike
calls in the past.

Gormley
One I'd like to start with

came from a man whowillbe
dear to all your hearts, and
that’s Mr Gormley — Lord
Gormley, I’m sorry.

Ms Gormley made a call
foc 4 pemeral strike 22 1973 1
mar cos aoc reece =
[ was jost getumg macs
a political activist then. I can 

  
rémember. Gormley making a
call for a general strike and
me thinkingwe were going to
have ‘socialism the day after
tomorrow.

Joe Gormley’s call for a
general strike was really, I
think, the most dishonest
type that you can possibly
imagine. At that time there
was no prospect, no atmo-
sphere, no feeling that a gen-
eral strike was possible. By
making that call Gormley put
himself out as looking very
radical, but what he was say- -

ing was ‘general strike or no-
thing’ in order to get nothing.

_

Another version is the
type of general strike we had
in Britain in 1926, where the
TUC called it, the TUC
controlled it, and the TUC
smothered it on the ninth
day. There were more work-
ers out on strike the day after
it was called off than the day
before, but the TUCstillstab-
bed it in the back.

That kind of general strike
— controlled by the kiss-of-
death merchants at Congress
House — is again not what we
want.

Model
I thinkthe model, and the

most likely variant if there is
to be a general strike round
the NUM dispufe, is the gen-
eral strike in France in 1968.

That massive general strike
developed quite spontaneous-
ly. It was people at the grass
roots, the rank andfileof the
trade unions, who got that
going.

In fact, it started, as I
recall, over a thingyou would
never have imagined motiva-
ting the bedrock sections of
workers. It started over a lot

It sree
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Miners lobbying theNUM special conference in Sheffield

 

 

Last week’s 200-strong
Socialist Organiser meet-
ing at Ollerton, Notts,
wasfollowed up this
week by anothermeet-
ing, attended by about
70 miners, to discuss the
issues further. One of the
main speeches was by
Alasdair Jamison, on the
generalstrike.
 

People in Francé in 1968
were thoroughly and absolu-
tely pissed off withDe Gaulle
and his government. It was
‘ike dropping a match into a
heath in July. It went up like
a bomb. If you’d done it in
December nothing would
have happened.

In Britain in 1926, when
the general strike was on,al-
though the TUC managed to
control it in the end, there
were areas that started to
break away. There were areas
like Durham where people
started to take over and runit
not as a strike but as a reorg-
anisation of society.

Look at the way you
people are fighting now. The
fact that you’ve got your wel-
fare running for you, thefact
that you’ve organised soup
kitchens and food distribu-
tion — you’ve just started to
organise your lives on amuch
broader basis than just saying
‘?m not going to go to work
for a few days andsee if I can
beat the employer’.

There is an edge in there
‘of the type of thing that
could be done through a gen-
eral strike. A general strike is
not just a big strike with
more workers out than a

: strike. A general
damentaliy challen-

z
system that we live

under. It poses the question
directly — who controls? who

   

takes decisions?
/There was a quotation in

- the Observer at the time of
the 1968 general strike in
France, when De Gaulle was
trying to organise an election
to find a way out of it. The
Observer asked: Howis he go-
ing to get this election
organised?

How is he going to get the
ballot papers printed, with
the printers on strike? How is
he going to get the thing ad-
ministered? With the media
workers on strike, how is he
going to carry it out?

At the end of the day his
friends in the leadership of
the labour movement manag-
ed to create the atmosphere
for him. But the point was
that the working class had
demonstrated its power.

Control
A general strike does that.

It poses the question of who
controls society.

Yourstruggle, even though
it is not a general strike, has
opened up the potential for
that situation. It’s just one
trade union —.a hundred and
odd thousand outon strike —

but the government is very
afraid of this situation
escalating.

You’ve only got to look at
the way they try to strip your
support away from you.

The leadership of the rail
unions settled for the first
crumb. But the government
offered them that crumb be-
cause they wanted to make
sure that the railway workers
didn’t come in with you and
start to escalate the struggle
into a generalstrike.

Now you might say that if
we can’t get anywhere with
the railway workers we can‘t
get anywhere with anybody.
That's not true.

If you look at what.has
-been going on at Shirebrook,
and the stand that quite a lot

of railway workers have been
prepared to take there — up
to and including being sent
home in large numbers by
their employers — if you look
at. the walk-out at Charing
Cross the other week — there
is an anger there in the rank
andfileof the railway unions
that is waiting to be tapped.

If you look round the
country, there has been a rash.
of strikes, in all sorts of
industries, all sorts of work-
places, since the NUM came
out. In Basingstoke there
have been at least three strik-
es since the NUM came out.
Two of them have been suc-
cessful, and there is another
one in the pipeline. And all
those strikers are talking ab-
out the mineworkers.

A couple of lads from the
Welsh NUM came down to
TGWU branch at our dust
depot, where they’ve got a
battle against privatisation at
the moment. The ovation

Get
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our governmentin.
We’ve got to get a Labour

government in. A Labour gov-
ernment under Genghis Khan
would be better than what
we’ve got now. But a
Kinnock-styleLabour govern-
ment would not do what has
to be done.

It would not stop the pit
closures. It would not. stop
the drain on jobs, not carry
out nuclear disarmament pol-
icy, not do all the things that
we need it to do.

Our movement
The way to change that is

to get into the LabourParties
en masse, take them over, and
make them what you want
them to be.

And another way to doit
is to get into a situation
where change is carried out

_not by the Labour MPsat the
top — personally I don’t trust
them an inch — but by the
tank andfile.

It’s our movement, it’s
our country, it’s our world,
and it’s time we huilt this
opportunity into a chance to
get a grip of it and runit in
our interests instead of the
interests of a few rich people
at the top.

Victory to the NUM! For-
ward to the general strike!



 

‘Notts has exposed inadequacyofleft’
Steve Abbot (Notts NUM)
spoke to Pete Radcliff 

WHYdo you thinkNotts has
been a weak area in the nat-
ional solidarity of the NUM?

Lack of solidarity with the
rest of the NUM has been a
traditional inbuilt part of the
Notts area, becauseof various
factors — better working con-
ditions, usually higher wages.

And you’ve got a large
proportion of labour from
other areas whohave given up
the ghost in their own area,
and that’s why they’ve trans-
ferred into Notts.

Whatstarted the rot in this
dispute was Ray Chadburn
and Henry Richardson asking
for permission from the NEC
to have an area ballot. It
could have been done a lot
better if we had gone to a
branch vote.

As for the position of the
area executive — there have
been some on the area execu-
tive who have been pressing
all the time for. instructions
not to cross picket lines. And
there has been the weaker
element saying, ‘We can’t do
that, we’ve got to respect the
ballot’.

What did you think of the
call for a national ballot?

The only people who were
calling for a national ballot
were people who wanted to
stop the strike.

My position, and that of
most of the members of the,
area executive, is that we’re
opposed to a nationalballot.
We were mandated from the
branches to ask for a nation-
al ballot at the special deleé-
gate conference, but once it
was rejected by that special
delegate conference we're
held by the mandate of the
special delegate conference.

] had a proposal at my
branch which was supposed
to be a vote of no confid-
ence. It was rejected at the
branch meeting. Most mem-
bers of the executive had
somethingsimilar.

I've never had much time
for full-time officials. but I
thought we might be able to
trust Henry Richardson a lot
more than has proved to be
evident, He has fallen right
into a bureaucrat.

The tragedy is that some
of the delegates on the area
executive fell into that too.
They deliberately kept a low
profile hoping that they
would get re-elected this year

which turned out to be a
vain hope. Even the most
right wing of the executive

~-got knockedoff. :

To some extent what has
happened in Notts has expos-
ed the inadequacy of the
left’s strategy of taking over
various bodies within the un-
ion. It was a totally left-domi-
nated area eXecutive which
just couldn't do anything.

The real alternative is to,
try to fight for rank andfile
militancy and then, if you
have a left-dominated execu-
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Picket at Cadzow coal stockyard, Hamilton

tive, they'llhave some clout.
The executive voted 8 to 5

to instruct members not to
cross picket lines, and a coup-
le of days later they were
overturned by a special con-
ference.

What do you thinkaboutthe
elections which have taken
place now for the area
council?

We are now going to have
a totally right wing set of
delegates at the area council,
and a totally right wing area
executive. I don’t know what
they are going to get up to.

 

‘The real alternative is to try to fight for rank and
file militancy and then,if you have a left-dominated
executive, they’llhave some clout”

“TI don’t thinkthe executive will sell us out, but
that’s only an opinion that’sbased on faith in Scargill
more than anyoneelse’’.

Already the right wing are
talking about going back to
court to change the injunct-
ion so that we are not on
strike officially.

All we can hope to do now
is strengthen the unofficial
bodies that exist. A lot of the
lads who are on strike have

got a lot of criticisms not
only of the official leadership

_but also of the unofficial
leadership — the North and
South Notts strike commit-
tees.
What do youthinkthelikeli-
hood is of a_ breakaway
union? A Working Miners’

How Tories planned it all
THE TORIES. have been
working out how to get their
own back on the minerssince
the 1972 strike sent Heath
reeling and the 1974 strike
ended with him thrown out
of office.

They want to teach the
NUM a lesson. And they
know that to get away with
their plans to make Britain
(reads British profits) great -

again, they would have to
take on the miners.

The man who master-min-
ded the Tories’ build-up to
the present strike, Nicholas
Ridley, came up with the
following plans as long ago as
1978.

* Build up coal stocks, par-
ticularlyat thepowerstations

*Make contingency plans
for the import of coal

* Encourage hauliers to re-
cruit non-union drivers

*Introduce dual coal/oil
firing in all power stations

*‘Cut off the money sup-
ply to strikers and make the
union finance them’

.“*Establish a large, mobile
squad of police to deal with
picketing.

And ey got on with
carrying ut the Ridley -

report as soon as they won
the 1979 election.

Within the first
office. the Tories

year of
showed

they meant business. British

 

By Jane Ashworth
 

Steel started to increase its
coal imports, looking for half
of its coking coal require-
ments to be imported bv
1987. In the past theyhad
only had 5% imported.

The Tories announced
plans to build one nuclear
powerstation a year for ten
years with the intended effect
of upping the nuclear power
station contribution to the
energy supply from 12% to
30% by the end of the ’80s.

“A nuclear programme
would have the advantage of
removing a substantial port-
ion of electricity from disrup-
tion by industrial action of
coal miners and transport
‘workers’, as they put it in
October 1979.

Andjust one year on from
the election Thatcher came
up withthe Social Security Bil
which deducts £15 strike pay
from supplementary benefit
regardless of whether the
striker is actuallygetting it or
not.

Not bad going — but that
is what you would expect
from “a government that
knows whichside it’s on and
is willing to smash anyone
whogets in theway.

 

In under a year the Tories
were almost ready for battle.
Following up that first round
came the anti-union laws to
restrict pickets and ‘second-
ary’ action, and the Code of
Practicewhich limited pickets
to six at an entrance.

Meanwhile work tu estab-
lish — in effect — a National
Riot Police had been under-
way for many years (see cent-
re pages).

/There was one other clause
in the Ridley pian. Don't take
on the miners first, it said.
Soften up the labour move-
ment first by beating other
sections of workers.

In line with that, the
Tories retreated tactically
when the miners struck,
againstpit closures in 1981.

But by March 1984 the
Tories thought that they had’
everything stitched up. They
had won a second term of
office. Industrially they had
aot had an unbroken record
of success, but they had won
more battles than they had
lost. The TUC, in any case,
had admitted defeat, deciding
at its September 1983 con-
gress to enter talks on new
anti-union laws.

But we’re well on our way
to prove them wrong.

Information from Labour Re-
search magazine.

 
Committee has been set up.

I don’t thinkthey’llorgan-
ise a secession from the nat-
ional union. They don’t need
to, do they? Because of the
nature of our union, they
have a certain amountof area
autonomy,and they’llbe able
to continue as they are.

How do you feel about how
the union nationallyhas con-
ducted this campaign?

1 don’t thinkthe executive
will sell us out, but that’s
only an opinion that’s based
on faith in Scargill more than
anyoneelse. 
South Yorkshire

 

 
 
 
Joe Green
“THERE’S blood on coal”, peop-
le say, meaning that many-miners
die or suffer terrible injuries
working to bring the coal to the
surface. .

Now the saying takes on a
different meaning, in the fourth
month of the strike — the blood
of miners killed and injured fight-
ing to stop Thatcher and Mac-
Gregor wrecking the coal indus-
try. The blood of working class
martyrs in the fight against
Toryism. The blood of militants
prepared to stand up against the
state.

Last Friday, 15th, Joe Green
from Kellingley pit was the
second miner to die in this strike.
Joe was 55 and he died picketing
Ferrybridge power station at

. Castleford, Yorkshire. He was
pulled under the back wheels of
a scab lorry and crushed to death.

Arthur Scargill, who was him-
self to be injured and hospitalised
as a result of a police attack out.
side Orgreave last Monday,said
this about the death of Joe
Green:

“J am calling on all those
employed at power stations to
refuse to handle any fuel includ-
ing coal and oil being delivered
across our picket lines, and to
demonstrate as trade unionists
that they are not prepared to con.
done this violence against our
people.

“Tam calling on every British
miner to join the strike, the pick
et lines and the fight for jobs.

“Joe Green gave his life foi
the right to work —every miner
every trade unionist in Britais
must ensure thathe did not die ir

ano?

Unemployedminer gatheringcoal from a slag heap ata closed pit in



 
lice photographersat the Orgreave coke plant picket
   

Their law
and

IN THEIR operation against
the miners’ strike, the police
have effectively been making
up their own laws and impos-
ing themby sheerforce.

Whatis the answerto this?
Whopolices the police? Who
can stop ‘the law’ breaking
the law?

Laws never fall from the
sky. They are generated by
the structure and the ruling
interests of the society they
exist in. Law is class law.

In feudal society law was
based on and mixed up with a
social hierarchy. Feudal
ownership of a particular area
of land went together with
legal authority. over the
peasants on thatland.

Bourgeois law— the law of
capitalist society — is, in con-
trast, based on the axiom of
laws before which all indivi-
dual citizens are formally
equal, just as they are formal-
ly equal in the marketplace.

But bourgeois law, too, is
ruling-class 1aw. Formally,the
law guarantees the right of
everyone to make millionsby
exploiting the labour of
others. In practice it protects
the right of a small wealthy
minority to do so.

Besides their property
laws, that small wealthy min-
ority makes many other laws
to protect their position —

laws against strikes, pickets,
protests, demonstrations.

How many such laws they
have, and howstrictly they
are enforced, is a matter of
the balance of class forces.

Between 1799 and 1824
trade unions were illegal in
Britain. Between 1901 and
1906 any unioncalling strike
action could be sued for crip-
pling damages.

A law passed in 1927 sev-
erely restricted trade union-
ism until 1946. During World
War 2 and until 1951 most
strikes wereillegal.

Ours
‘Justice’ never had any-

thing to do with it. The work-
ing class has always had what
rights it could win and defend
by struggle — and no more.
- It does makea difference
for the labour movement
whether new laws are intro-
duced by parliament or by
police decree. The parliamen-
tary method offers wider
scope for pressure by the
workingclass.

But as far as the ruling
class is concerned the two
methods are twosides of the
same coin.

A parliamentary govern-
ment has been planning, dir-
ecting, and defending the
police’s ‘law by decree’ oper-
ation against the miners. And
that government is currently
promoting a Police and Crim-
inal Evidence Bill which will
transform some of that law
by police decree into law by
parliamentary vote.

First the police establish
the law by sheer force. Then
parliamentratifies it.

But that process can be
reversed — as when working
class action made the Tory
Industrial Relations Act un-
usable, and the Labour gov-
ernment then followed up
by repealing it in parliament.

This miners’ strike could
lead to a whole new series of
laws being imposed to ham-
string the trade union move-
ment — by police decree and/
or by parliamentary vote.

Or it could lead to the
Tories’ present anti-union
laws being wiped off the
statute books.

It all depends on the
strength, scope, vigour and
determination of the working
class response.Even 8000 riot
police are no match for
millions of trade unionists —

if the movement mobilises
them.
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“IT IS no longer the case that
we do not haveariot police
like the CRS in France.

This riot force is ‘built in’
as a unit within each consta-
bulary. The British state, al-
ways subtle and covert, has
organised a riot force within
each constabulary area, and
though they are called
‘Instant Response Units’ in
London and ‘Tactical Aid
Groups’ in Manchester, they
are in fact one similarlytrain-
ed and equipped nationalriot
squad.

The majority of policeoff-
icers in Nottinghamshire are

para-military police officers.
They travel to their destina-
tion in long convoys of white
support unit vans, like an
occupying army...[They] are trained with
DII and other quasi-military,
police bodies. They are train-
ed in the use of firearms and
many of them are trained in
the use of such weapons as
the baton round, repeater
gun, and gas guns.

They are trained in intern-
al security strategies like
‘snatch squads’...”

The miners’ strike is in
effect the first large-scale try-
out of Britain’s national riot
police. This pamphiet docu-
ments their methods and
their organisation.

In formal, legal terms,
there are 52 separate police
forces in the UK. The Metro-
politan Police in London is
directly controlled by central
government. Other forces are
run by Chief Constables
under dual supervision by a
local police authorityand by
the HomeSecretary.

The police authoritiesare
partly local councillors, part-
ly magistrates.

But this whole structureis
being by-passed by the
current anti-strike operation.
The body used to create a
national police command is
the Association of Chief Pol-
ice Officers (ACPO) — sup-
posedly only a professional
association.

“ACPO... have set themsel-
ves up in the National Recor-
ding Centre (NRC) at Scot-
land Yard...

The Controller of the Nat-
ional Recording Centre is al-
ways the current president of
ACPO — presently the Chief
Constable of Humberside,
David Hall. It was his decision
to put the centre into opera-
tion on March 13 [in thefirst
weekof the strike].

We now know however
that on February 9 there was
a meeting at the HomeOffice
between the HomeSecretary,
the Attorney General, and
all Chief Constables... A
month before the strike

  

Martin Thomas looks at the evidence collected in a

pamphlet by Susan Miller and Martin Walker, ‘A
State of Siege: Policing the coalfields in the first six.
weeks of the miners’ strike’. The pamphlet was writ-
ten for the Yorkshire area NUM:available, price £2
plus postage, from Yorkshire area NUM, Hudders-
field Road, Barnsley. Cheques payable to: Miners’
Solidarity Fund.
 
began the police were already
receiving political instructions
by a method which bypassed -

the County Police Author-
ities.

Hall claimed that within
three and a quarter hours of
the picketing beginning in
Nottinghamshire, 1000
officers had been mobilised
from different forces. A few
days later, after consultation
...

Hall organised the deploy-
ment of more than 8000
officers involving all but two
of the Constabularies in the
country, to police the
dispute.

The officers deployed
came from specialised Sup-
port Units; they are officers
trained in riot contro] tech-
niques and provided nation-
ally with the same transport
‘and similar equipment.

These officers have been
maintained at this level, on
full alert, throughout the
strike’. 

This sort of operation, as
Miller and Walker point out,
makes it “irrelevant whether
or not the armyis being used
to bolster the number of
police at the pickets... It is
clear that the police who are

being used in the strike are
what strategists would call a

‘third force’: a force between
the police and the army”.

What this National Riot
Police is doing in the miners’
strike is a good distance. re-
moved from ‘policing’ —

crime prevention and detec-
tion. It is much morelike the
operations of an occupying
army in an area under martial
law.

A large part of the police
operation is illegal, or on the
margins of legality, in normal
terms.

In effect the police, off
their own bat, have made up
a number of new ‘laws’, and
imposed them by sheer brute
force.

LAW No.1: Miners cannot
travel to-sites of mass picket-
ing.

Road blocks have been
set up at the Dartford Tunnel
— leading out of Kent — at
the borders of Nottingham-
shire, and also around pits
and pit villages.

One miner quoted in the
pamphlet reports on an

attempt to get to Hucknall
pit, in Nottinghamshire.

“A police officer signalled
us in to the side of the road...
The police officer. asked us
where we were going. I said
that we were going to peace-
fully picket and he said,
‘You're not going to the
pit’... He said that if we con-
tinued we would bearrested.

I said, ‘You look like
arresting me then because I’m
continuing’. The Inspector
told me to get out of thecar.
He asked for the keys and I
gave themto him.

One of themwho waswith
me... said that he would walk
to the pit rather than walk
home. Thepolice officer said,
‘OK, you're arrested as

well’.”
There is no solid basis in

formal law for this police
operation. There are laws
empowering the police to re-
strain action ‘likely to cause a
breach of the peace’: but the
police have no evidence at all
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that miners cressing the
Thames or going into Not-
tinghamshire will do anything
but picket peacefully.

The fact that ‘secondary
picketing’ is unlawful does
not help the police. That is
a question of civil law
between the Coal Board and
the union. The police have no

right to intervene.
So how did the police

enforce their own ‘law’?
Primarily by sheer brute

force. A miner stopped at a
roadblock had two choices.

He could do what the
police said — turn back and
go home. Or he could try to
argue aboutit.

If he argued, he would
probably be arrested and have
his car impounded, and he
might also get knocked
about.

_

 
 



 
 

Miller and Walker record:
“We spoke to one man who
had refused to hand overhis
keys or open the car door;
the police had smashed his
windscreen with truncheons.
They claimedlater that it had
been necessary in order to
‘gain entry’.”

A mumer treated in that
way can, of course, make an
official complaint. He could
even sue the police. He might,
eventually,at the end of such
proceedings, get redress.

But probably not — in
most cases, it will be his word
against the police. And in the
meantime he has been arrest-
ed, his car has been seized, he
has been beaten up or his
windscreen has been smashed.

Little wonder that most
miners turn back quietly.

__.When the police have ea SEER EU ELE
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arrested miners at roadblocks,
usually they have charged
them with ‘obstructing a
police officer in the course of
his duty’. It is a minor charge
— so the evidence of a police
officer is usually sufficient to
convict. In the meantime the
miner has been taken off the
road and had his time in the
police cells.

‘Breach of the peace’,
‘threatening behaviour’, and
‘assault’ are other, more ser-
ious charges which have been
used, where likewise the un-
supported evidence of a
police officer is usually
enough to get a conviction.

Even before and without a
conviction, such charges can

help the police to control
pickets. Frequently during
the strike magistrates have
imposed bail conditions on
such charges which forbid
miners to travel outside their
own immediate area. “At the
time of writing this report”,
say Miller and Walker, “there
were seven miners in prison:
these men had not

_
been

found guilty of any offence,
but simply broken conditions
of bail determined by the
police’.

The police also have the
option of releasing arrested

without charging
them. And they can ‘punish’
people without even arresting
them.

.

For example they can

instruct drivers to present
their documentsto their local
police station within five
days. This’ forces miners pick-
eting outside their own areas
to return home.

LAW No.2: Pickets are
allowed only in the numbers
and in the manner approved
by the police. &.

Miller and Walker quote an
account by two Kent Univers-
ity law lecturers:

“{At Dawmill pit, War-
wickshire] we were confront-
ed by a three deep line of

Orgreave: mounted police go jor the pickets 
police stretched across the
road about 150 yards from’
the pit entrance itself. In
front of the line were four
Kent miners who had been
held there for six hours and
prevented from mounting
what, in the circumstances,
could only have been a limit-
ed and peaceful picket at the
colliery gates.

When we pointed this out
to the officer in charge, he
simply referred us to what he
termed the ‘prohibition’
against secondary picketing,
and although he eventually
concededthatthiswas indeed
a civil matter over which the
police had no jurisdiction, he
nevertheless categorically re-
fused on at least 10 further
occasions to allow the miners
through to the gates.

Eventually, having been
ordered to do so byhis Dep-
uty Chief Constable, he did
allow a maximumofsix ‘offi-
cial pickets’ (a term he never
defined) through the line but
only after each of them had
had their names and creden-
tials thoroughly checked and
recorded, and only on condi-
tion that they made no
attempt actually to speak to
anyonegoing in to work”.

LAW No.3: Any miner
arrested is photographed and
hashis fingerprints taken.

According to Miller and
Walker, “there are no laws
governing the taking of
photographs or fingerprints,
but the guidelines would sug-
gest that the police are meant
to take them if a suspect is
charged with an imprisonable
offence”’.

Most miners arrested are
charged with less serious
offences, but the police take
their photographs anyway.
Again, their ‘authority’ is
brute force.

Miller and Walker only
found one miner who had
resisted being photographed.
His experience explains why

SOME [Labour-controlled Pol-
ice Committees have criticis-
ed the police operation.

George Moores, chair of
the South Yorkshire Police
Committee has said: ‘There
is no doubt that the police
can be blamedfora lot of the
violence that occurred on the
picket line”, and added:

“If I had to sum up what
was most worrying, I would
say that it was the conceptof
national policies that are car-
ried out by police officers,
without any legal standing
whatsoever. Here we have
State repression against peop-

ie whoare on the whole most
moderatein their attitudes”’.

South Yorkshire has made
a decision that.extrapolicing
costs arising from the strike
should be found from the
existing budget. A similar de-
cision has been taken on
Merseyside, and theresult is
that these police forces have
had to cut down onbuilding
Programmes, new equipment,
etc. .

These protests are useful,
but not adequate to thesitua-
tion.

As Millerand Walker point
out, “The power of Police
 

others did notresist.
While two policemen held

him, another pulled his hair,
then punched him in the face,
held his head in an arm lock,
and forced his head up so
that the photograph could be
taken.

Arrested miners have also
been subjected to political
and personal questioning:girl
friend’s names, any debts
they have, political affilia-
tions, what they think of
Arthur Scargill, which way
they voted in union and in
national elections. etc.

Post Office Engineering
Union officials have said that
many members of the NUM
are having their phones
tapped.

LAW No.4: Any miner
attending a large demonstra-
tion and picket, and. known
to be a militant, is liable to
be arrested.

This is done by trained
‘snatch squads’. As Miller and
Walker report, “the men who
are arrested by this strategy
are picked out not because
they are suspected of any
offence but because they are
prominent union officers or
activists or because theyhave
had some personal confronta-
tion with a police officer at
some other time during the
strike...

[In one case] it could be
seen cleariy [on TV film]
how [plain-clothes police
amongthepickets] pushed a
miner from within the picket
to the front so that other
officers could arrest him”’.

Although the police opera-
tion against the miners’ strike
is unprecedented as a whole,
manyparts of it do have pre-
cedents, and the whole thing
has been carefully prepared
for.

;Roadblocks preventing
free movement were, for ex-
ample, used around Green-
ham Common in April this
year when the women’s peace
camp wasevicted.

In October 1968, coaches
going to a big demonstration
against ‘he Vietnam war in
London were stopped and
searched. Such operations
have become commonplace
for demonstrations and
pickets since then.

The National Recording
-Centre — the base for today’s
national police command —

dates from 1972. It was set
up in response to the trium-
phant rediscovery of the fly-

ing picket tactic by miners
and building workers that
year,

According to Miller and
Walker, “A Times report of
March 19 1984 suggests that
the Centre has been activated
on at least three occasions
since 1972, including the
1981 riots in Toxteth and
Brixton”’.

The Special Patrol Groups
and other special police units
were initiated in 1965 .—
under a Labour government,
like the 1968 incident.

They developed most rap-
idly under the 1970-4 Tory
government. But there was
no move to disband them
under the 1974-9 Labour
government. On the contrary
New units were established.

At the end of Labour’s
term of office, just before the
1979 general election, Special
Patrol Group men killed anti-
fascist demonstrator Blair
Peach in Southall.

The new police methods
also borrow he:-'‘ly from
Northern Ireland experience..
Kenneth Newman, currently
chief of the Metropolitan Pol-
ice and thus Britain’s top
policeman, was_previously
chief of the Royal Ulster
Constabulary: A miner who
has served with the British
Army in Northern Ireland
told Socialist Organiser two
weeksago:

“TI was thrown against the
fence, army style. I know
how it’s done because I’ve
done it myself in Ireland —

put the arms up, legs kicked
apart, searched and question-
ed... The police here now are
using the same methods that
we trained the B Special
police in Northern Ireland
for”.

And that was under a Lab-
our government, too.

  Committees... is limited.
However, there can be little
doubt thai the Chief Constab-
les... could have been called
on publicly to account for.
their actions during this
dispute.

The Committees do have
the power to sack theirChief
Constables, even if this is sub-
ject to the agreement of the
Home Secretary. Such an
action would, at least, have
drawn attention to the lack
of public accountabilitywith
which Chief Constables oper-
ate generaily...”’

Police committees in every
area could also cail on their
Chief Constables to withdraw
from the National Recording
Centre operation.

-Such demands have been
raised by Labour Party cam-
paigners, but the councillors
on the police committees:still
remain very reluctant to
speak out. There wasa simi-
lar experience in Merseyside
over the Toxteth riots: the
police committee expressed
concern about police opera-
tions, but shied away from.
any suggestion of no confid-
ence in Chief Constable Ken-
neth Oxford.

The policy of collabora-
tion with the police hier-
archy, both by Labour coun-
cils and by Labour govern-
ments, has allowed the
creation behind the scenes of
a National Riot Police. It is
high time that the collabora-
tion was broken.

Labour should commit it-
self to:

* Disbandment of special
forces like the Special Patrol
Groups, Instant Response
Units, Special Branch, MI5
etc.

* Putting all police forces
under the control of elected
local councils, which should
have powerto hire, fire and
instruct police chiefs.

* Effectively using such
powers.

The police hierarchy --

soaked in authoritarian and
Tory ideology — will not sub-
mit quietly to such accounta-
bility.A determined drive by
the labour movementto stop
the police being used as anti-
picket shock troops would
probably lead to open defian-
ce by the police hierarchy,
and compel Labour to look
to the radical alternative of
disbanding the existing police
structure to replace it by org-
anised labour movement/
community patrols.

Notts strikers
need money

The job of organising the strike from within Notts

i Committee carrying out the bulk of thework.
| Send money orinvitations for fund-raising visits
jto_me at 10 Nicholas Place, Tuxford, Newark. Tel:
} 9777 871500.

PAUL WHETTON(Sec., NMR&FSC)|
a
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  miners
By Farrell Dobbs

“Special attention was
given to keeping the workers
informed about the strike’s
progress and helping them to
answer lies peddled by the
bosses. Each evening a gener-
al assembly was held at the
headquartersfor thispurpose.

...
There were also regular

meetings of the strike com-
mittee of seventy-five, which
had been elected by the un-
ion membership...

Picket dispatching was
assigned to Ray Dunne and
me... We had a special staff at
our disposal to handle the
telephones and_operate a
short wave radio used to
monitor police calls. Teenage
volunteers with motorcycles
were organised into an effi-
cient courier service...

So many cars and indivi-
dually owned trucks were
volunteered that we had more
than enough to achieve the
high degree of mobility re-
quired in thestrike...

Special cruising squads
with handpicked crews were
constantly at the disposal of
the picket dispatchers. They
were captained by qualified
leaders who carried creden-
tials authorising them to
supersede all other authority
in the field. These squads

Ss
4rzhur Scargill beingarrested at Orgreave, May 30

POLICE VIOLENCEagainst
pickets has long been a stand-
ard feature of trade union
disputes in the US.

Among the most success-

ful efforts to respondto this
was the picket organisation in
the-great Minneapolis Teagn-sters’ {truck drivers’) strikes
of 1934, where the local
union was ied by organised

  
socialists.

Fighting for union recogn-
ition, they were confronted
by the local police and by
specially-recruited deputies.
The strikers organised them-

selves with a firm discipline
which: prevented freelance,
uncoordinated, counterpro-
ductive fighting with scabs
and police, but made sure
that the pickets collectively ©

Our history=—=_:
were able to defend them-
selves.

Farrell Dobbs, one of the
leaders of the strikes, has told
the story in his book ‘Team-

 \Beatp
were used for special assign-
ments on their own, and they
were sent into tense situa-
tions to marshal the union
forces and lead thefight.

Assembling the mass
forces for such extensive
picketing proved to be no
problem at all. As soon as
the strike was called, new
members poured into Local
574 [the strikers’ branch]
from all sections of the
trucking industry...

The union’s approach to
the unemployed workers
brought spectacular results.
Hundreds upon hundreds of’
jobless poured into thestrike
headquarters, volunteering
their services... A significant
number of college students
pitched in to help the union.

[Then there were two
incidents in which police and
strikebreakers attacked and
injured pickets. The police
followed up by recruiting
large numbers of special
deputies.]

Contrary to the bosses’
hope and expectations, the
strikers were not exactly
paralysed with fear at the

-prospect of facing an army of
cops and deputies...

Up to now the workers
had gone about their activi-
ties bare-handed; but they
found that attempts to exer-
cise their right to peacefully
picket were being repressed
with police clubs and black-
jacks. They decided to take
steps to enforce their demo-

olice violence:Organise.

  ye:
:

::
ts Heavy fighting betweenpicke

cratic right to prevent scabs
from grabbing their jobs.

It would have been a tac-
.tical blunder for members of
an isolated vanguard to
attempt measures such as the
strikers were about to take;
they would only get them-
selves clobbered by the
police. In this case, however,
the means used in_self-
defence had their origin in a
spontaneous mass moodthat
had been generated by capi-
talist repression.

Since these means were
appropriately limited in the
given situation to matching

i.

 
Women against pit closures

Oalkeith, c/o Dalkeith Miners’
Weare, Dalkeith,Lothian.
Fish Cross, c/o Fish Cross Miners’
@reitare, Fish Cross, Clackmanan-
sre.
Durham, c/o Heather Wood, 18
mae fe'd Drive, Easington Village;
Fete-ee, Co. Durham.
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62, Blowhail
Doncaster.

jaesteg: Teresa Parry, 13 Charles
Row, Maesteg, West Glamorgan.
(Tel: 738825).

Cres., Edlington,

Birch Coppice wives’ group,
Wendy Coxson, Tamworth
896069
Barnsley. Ann Hunter, 5 Pack-
horse Gr, Silkstone,near Barnsley
orome 791187.
Maes. th ees Sommort Comm

Dorothy Phillips, 13 Thorn Ave.,.
Newbridge, Gwent. 0495 245000.|
Rugeley, Staffs: Mrs Jackson, 9
Woodlands, Handsacre, Rugeley;
Staffs. Mrs Southwell, Rugeley
6179.
Littleton, Staffs: 6 Tower Road,‘High Green, Hednesford. Linda
Platen, Hednesford 76614.
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andpolicereinforced by volunteer deputies in the city marketplace
the police club for club, the
tactics employed were com-
pletely valid.

All day Sundaythestrik-
ers equipped themselves for
battle. Baseball bats appear-
ed; garden hoses were cut
into short lengths, lead wash-
ers were tamped into the
hollow and the ends closed
with friction tape to make an:
improvised sap. Volunteers
from the Carpenters’ Union
sawed two-by-twos into club’
lengths.

A sympathiser came to.
the strike headquarters puli-
ing a child’s coaster wagon
loaded with bannister posts
taken from the stairway at
home, his wife steadying the
load.

To make improvised hel-
mets, heavy cardboard was
stuffed inside the sweatband
of hats. A_ fellow striker
would be asked to test it out
with a club,andif the result
was negative, more cardboard
would be added...

[On the Monday, street
fighting soon broke out].
Cops and deputies alike were
falling, amid cheers from
among the many bystanders,
some of whom pitched in to
help the strikers. With the
workers challenging them,
club against club, most of the
deputies took to their heels,
leaving the uniformed cops
on their own...fat the end of the fight-
ing] no less than thirty uni-
formed cops and a numberof
deputies had to be hospitalis-
ed. Union wounded were
taken to the strike headquart-
ers where all were taken care
of, except for a few with
broken bones who needed
regular hospital treatment...

[The next day the police
tried to rally their forces in
greater strength].The pickets
charged the deputiesfirst and
soon noticed that many uni-
formed cops were tending to1 hang back. Obviously these

| cops resented being deserted
by the deputies Monday and
they didn’t seem to relish
another clubbingmatch...

In less than an hourafter
Merton, Durham. Hetton-le-Hall | the battle started there wasn’t
267641.
Sheffield Women Against Pit
Zasuces Kath Stackey, Sheffield |
Sates Teoes Coun Micers
SocaDiem mee tt Setted
7l Tepe ec uztoe OD t
Tasos SITS Po

J 2 cop to be.scen ii the
market, and pickets were
directing traffic in the now
peaceful district... Injuries in
the fighting were heavy on

rom s.tcy and two special
ut.es were Killed ..”
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Within ‘days a settlement
representing a major victory

a SEP

for the union had been won.
The employers soon reneg-

ed on the settlement, and an-
other strike proved necessary
to consolidate union recog-
nition. “At this new juncture
many pickets were inclined
to start where theyleft off in
May,again arming themselves
with clubs. In the changed
circumstances, however, this
would havebeen tacticallyin-
advisable.

It would have given the
cops a pretext for immediate
violence against strikers who
were trying to peacefully
picket; and the union would
have lost the tactical advan-
tage of reacting to police viol-
ence under defensive
slogans”’.

So the pickets went out
unarmed. Within days the
police had shot at pickets,
killingtwo.

Policewatch
Sheffield Police watch: 73, West Street, Sheffield S1 4EQ.

police monitoring group: Richard De Friend or lanKent

Nottingham
ham.
Ollerton

Minneapolis, 1934. bosses’ thugs attackpickets :

Co-ordinating Committee Against the Police
Presence: c/o !van Wels, 11, Osborne St., Sherwood, Notting-

ster Rebellion’ (Monad Press).

“After the shooting,
many whohad escaped injury
dropped from sight briefly,
only to return soon armed
with various kinds of
weapons. They nowhad shot-
guns, deer rifles, revolvers,
hunting knives, and various
types of souvenirs from
World War1...” .

The strike leaders felt that
such methods weretactically
wrong. The US working class
as a whole was not ready for
a confrontation with the
police and the army, and the
use of guns by the Minneapol-
is strikers would lead to them
being isolated and cryshed by
troops.

“This was a situation in
which the central strike lead-
ership had to act swiftly and
decisively... The pickets had
to be disarmed forthwith,and
the central leaders had to do
it on their own responsibil-
ity... It wasn’t easy, nor was
it pleasant...”   
 

But organisation,  disci-
pline and numbers kept the
picketing effective, and after
five weeks the second strike
was won,too. 

FarrellDobbs

strike HQ is collecting statements about police be-
haviour: Pete, Mansfield 862790.
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Blackpeople organise
SOME three hundred Blac}
activists from the Labour
Party met in Digbeth Civic
Centre [Birmingham] onSat-
urday June9. It was a first-

_everNationalConference. .
Fhe main purpose of the

conference ‘was to set in train
the. movement for the estab-
lishment of official Blacksec-
tons within the frameworkof
the constitution of the Lab-
our Party. Despite attempts
by. the media and someill-
informedleaders of the party,
including Neil Kinnock,Roy
‘Hattersley, and Gerald Kauf-

By Vidya Anand

man, the movement for the
setting up of Black sections
was clearly determined to go
ahead.

Just as women’s sections
have met with opposition
from: the’ overwhelmingly
male and white leadership of

_the party in the past, so too
today the opposition has
come from a similar leader-
ship.

The Blacksections have no
intention of setting themsel-

‘A milestone’
Extracts from tliespeech
to theconferenceby
Vidya: Anand,chair of
theCommunity Liaison
sub-committee of the
Greater London Labour
Party,

‘THiS IS a milestone in the
history of theBlackpeople in
this country. For here we:
have assembled for the first
time a representative national
conference of Blackactivists in
the Labour Party from all
parts of the country.

Let no one have any. illusions
about the commitment of the
Black people to the Labour Party.
Let no one doubt our determina-
tion to see a Labour government
elected which is committed to
turn back the evil tide of the
Thatcher era, during which the
social progress and democratic
gains which have been painfully
achievedover many decades, have
been systematicallyundermined.

Let no one doubt our deter-
mination to shoulder our respon-
sibilitywhether it be on the pick-
et line, on the doorstep, or in the
ballot box, in the campaigns to
reverse the policies of this perni-
cious government.Comrades, I must tell you
quite frankly that up till now we
seem to have been taken for
granted, like women ofthiscoun-_
try in thepast.

‘1 say to you, comrades, that
those days are over.

Comrades, our people have
not just arrived on thepolitical
scene, We have been involved in
the radical movements in this
country for a very long time.

For hundreds of years Black
comrades have fought and contri-
buted to the struggle for social
progress and democratic freedom
in thiscountry — all the way back

_

to theChartists and even before.
The Peterloo Massacre of 1819

involved a heroic Jamaican, Wil-
liam Davidson, who joined cause
with the early. working class
movement in this country and
evenlaid downhislife forit. .

During the Chartist movement
such. famous Bick persons as
Paul Caffee and others made their
presence felt through the strength

_oftheir convictions and powerful

commitment. Right from theout-
set of the Labour Party at the
turn of the century had such
pioneers as Shyamji Krishana-
verma and later Shapoorji Saklat-.
vala, who entered parliament in
1920 from Battersea. ,

Comrades, sixty years had to
elapse before the next Black can-
didate was selected to hold forth:
the ‘standard of the Labourparty
in the same seat. And what hap-
pened? The comrade in question
wasde-selected. :

We are not here to questio
the right of the CLPs- to: choose
whomsoever they wish. But I ask:
you to ponder and thinkwhy we
feel so strongly that Black sec-
tions have to be formed to bring
the message. to our party thatthjs
state of affairs is not acceptable.

Comrades, the Labour party is
|

our party. And we shall not be
moved. And our message to the
party as a whole is simple.

We stretch our hand in com-
radeship. — like oursisters in the
women’s sections — to the main-
stream of the party.

Our vision is thatofa socialist
Britain where men and women,
independently of class, race,
creed, colour or sex, share in the
rich resources that have been
squandered for so long by the
capitalist system.

e t s

Deportations from Britain
increased by more than 20%
between 1982-3 and 1983-4. The
victims are mostly black people
from Commonwealthcountries.

Home Office figures released
last week showed that462 depor-
tation orders were issued in the
first three months of this year,
and the overall total for the past
12 monthswas 2,150.

_

Deportation orders increased
from about 500 a year in themid-
°70s, to some 1300 ini 1979, and

_

then to 2,500 in 1980.They have
temained around that level since
then. -

This increasing trend comes on

 

"top of the Tories’ clamp down on
immigration to Britain of black
people from the same countries.
Last year immigration from the

- New Commonwealthand Pakistan
reached its lowest point since res-
trictive controls becameoperative
in 1962, dropping by 10% from
the previous year to 27,500.

 ves up outside thepale of the
party, but rather see their
role as uniting the party and
drawing in thousands and
tens of thousands of Black
workers, women 2nd youth
to thepartyitself.

Far from the sections aim-
ing to divide the party, they
will form a bridge between
the Blackpeople coming in to
the party and the mainstream
of the party in the CLPs,
Trade Union branches, Co-
ops, socialist societies, wom-—
en’s sections and Young Soc-
‘jalists.

The conference agreed to
refer the constitutional docu-
ment submitted bythe Steer-
ing Committee for further
discussions in the regions, and
it is planned to hold another
conference shortly when the
grassroots view fromup and
down the country can be pro-
perly assessed.

The paranoia surrounding
the conference is totally mis-
placed. It is an important be-
ginning of the movement to
involve the Black people in
the Labour who for so long
have been ignored.
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USSR missiles
By Alex Simpson

IT HAS been known since the
New Year that the Soviet Union
has deployed nuclear missiles in
Czechoslovakia and East Ger-
many to match NATO’sstation-
ing of Cruise and Pershing missil-
es in Western Europe.

In the second week of May a
statement by the Russian news
agency TASSwasthefirst official
announcement of the presence of
the new missiles in East Germany.
The deploymentshad in fact been
going on since Christmas.

It is believed that about 40
type SS-22 missiles have been
deployed in total so far. The
new missiles, despite having a

 

Police arrest Norma Kitson (wife of
apartheiddemonstrators werearreste
—a protest, linked to memorialservices in
staged for thepast two years. Ina further erosion ofcivil liberties, po
embassy since Thatcher met Botha.

 
David Kitson, long held prisoner by the apartheidregime). 28 otheranti-
d last Friday 15thfor attempting to picket the South AfricanEmbassy

South Africafor the blackskilledin the 1976 Soweto uprising,
lice have banned all protests outside the

RICHARD GILBERT(IFL)
 

Celebratinginternationalism
The biggest high of the fete is the political

high you get from being surrounded by
thousands of. others of like mind. Singing the
Internationale en masse in an international
setting is pretty good.

There is also an immensefeeling of person-
al security. Although you don’t know their
language, or the individuals, these are not the
sort of people who would rip you off.

We might not choose socialism in one fete
as a general political doctrine, but it makes a

grand long weekend.

By Ellen Taylor
LAST WEEKwasthe annual
iser trip to the Lutte Ouvriere festival in
France.

This is an annual international socialist
festival which -once visited
forgotten.

Lutte Ouvriere [Workers’ Struggle] is one

of the three big Trotskyist organisations in
France, and this festival is one of its valuable

internationalism.
sections of its magazine this month were also
given over to the miners’ strike in Britain).

Being unable io speak enough French to
follow anything I am not a suitable person to
comment on the political content of the fete
— the forums, debates, speeches, political

It is still worth a visit for the

contributions to

displays, etc.
eventitself.

The fete would be a lesson to any British
socialist in organisation alone.It occupies the
grounds of a large stately home near Paris.

Ouvriere groupsrunstalls selling
the food specialities of their region. Beer and
wine stalls abound, and there is an internat-
Many Lutte

ional variety of music.
Lutte Ouvriere also builds its funds by

running lots of craft stalls — where you do, as

opposed to buy. You can listen to jazz, get
drunk,and paintsilkall in onesitting.
 

ARGENTINE troops arestill in
‘Central America, helping the
counter-revolutionaries.

At the time of the South
Atlantic war it was reported that
the Galtieri governmenthad with-
drawn its military advisers serving
with the El Salvador army. But
the Paris daily Le Monde reported ©

on June 14 that: “According to
Christian Denffocrat leaders in
Argentina, Argentine military

Argentinaaids contras
advisers continue to assist the
armed opposition to the Sandini-
sta regime [of Nicaragua} on the
ground”.

The present Argentine govern-
ment admits that it is supplying
arms to the Nicaraguan counter-
revolutionaries based in Hondur-
as and to the Guatemalan govern-
ment. Its excuse is that it has to
honour contracts made before it
came to-power.

Socialist Organ-

is, not quickly

(Large

Arlette Laguiller —

leader of LO’s fist
for the EEC elec-
tions which got
414,000 votes.

 
 

 
smallervw..e7d and a range muck
shorter than the SS-20 tonly 530
miles), could from their forsard
positions reach most important
targets in Western Europe, incla-
ding parts of the UK.

Soon after the TASS state-
ment, Soviet comm..:.derin-cieef
Marshal Ustinov declared that the
number of submarines carry mez
nuclear missiles stationed close to
the United States (around 2)
miles off the coastline) was to be
increased.

On the same day four mea-
bers of the unofficial peace Zug
were arrested and held for ssera
hours. Their only ‘offence’ was 8

try and collect signatures from
ordinary citizens for a petition
calling for ‘talks’ between the
United States and the Soviet
Union.

.

MX missiles
A PROPOSALbeforeCongress on
the night of May 16 for a com-
plete denial of funds to the MX
missiles programme was defeated
by a margin of only a dozen
votes. It was widely believed that
Congress would vote for the
scraoping of MX if it had not
been for an amendmentproposed
by Democrat Larry Aspin.:

This -cmendment made the
future of MX conditional or
Soviet willingness to begin talks
with the goal of achievinga strat-
egic arms control agreement. The
Reagan administratin. will be
able to start construction of 15
missiles in April 1985 it the Rus-
sians have. not by that time come
to the negotiating table.

The president’s supporters
hailed the vote as a victory, txt
the administration had originally
desired finance for the immed-
iate construction of 40 missiles.
The number was cut to 30 to get
the approval of the House of Rep-
resentatives Armed Services Com-
mittee, and then halved by the
final Congressional vote.

The Carter administration’s
original plans envisaged 200
missiles.

EEC vote
THE LOW turn-out in the EEC
elections was a comment on the
European parliament’s shortage
of even nominal powers. But the
results were still significant, and
even astonishing in some
countries.

In France the Communist
Party was reduced to its lowest

' fevel since 1928, and, at 11% of
the vote, almost overtaken by
the extreme-right, racist, anti-
semitic National Front, led by
fascist Jean-Marie Le Pen.

The fascist list in the 1979
| Eufo-election in France got only

1%. The terrible discredit of the
' Mitterrand government has mobi-

lised the extreme-right ‘constitu-
: ency’ which has long existed in

French politics — among former
settlers from Algeria, in the mili-
tant petty bourgevisic, and on

the fringes of the Gaullist move-
ment — and thrown a lot of
people intoits arms.

Mitterrand’s own Socialist
Party weathered the disaster
better than the CP, dropping trom
26% in the 1981 presidential clec-
tion to 21% this time. The two
revolutionary left lists — Lutte
Ouvriere’s and the P arti Commun-
iste Interaationaliste’s — got
2.1% and 0.9% respectively.

In Italy, Communist Party
voters falfied following the death
of CP lead: Enrico Berlinguer to

give the CP « higher vote than the
Christian Demoaracy for the first
time ever.

In Ireland. sinn Fein did
worse than expected - getting
38% of the Catholic vote in the
North instead of over 50% as they
hoped. The Irish Labour Party.
discredited by its coalition with
Kine Gael, was wiped out in the
South, being cut down*from. 30
nf the vote to 10%in Dublin,

In West Germany the Grgens
did well, polling 87.

The economiccrisis is shaking
up the established political party
strictures in Western Europe —

bui not yet to the clear advantage
of te Left.



  
 

The miners’ strike has stirred
.Manyminers and miners’ wives to
put pen to paper and express
what they feel about tha strike.

In every coalfield you come
across verses on the strike, on the
bosses, on the scabs, being circu-
lated in duplicated form. Often
theyare unsigned.

Here we reproduce four of
these verses, and one old miners’
song, ‘Blackleg miner’, which we
dedicate to the menstillat work
in Nottingham.
This is a Co. Durham miners’
song from long ago when
bitter local pit strikes were
common.In thedaysbefore
pitheadshowers thescab who
had been workingduring a
strike was recognisable by the
coal dust underhis clothes
which showed on his black
legs. Thus the name‘black-
leg’.
It’s in the evening after dark
That-theblacklegminer

creeps to work
With his moleskin pants and

_dirty shirt
There goes theblacklegminer
He takes his tools and down ~

he gves
;

To hew the coai that lies
below

But there’snot a womanin
this town row

Would lookat a blackleg
miner.

‘Now don’t gu near the Seggil
mine

Across the way they stretch a
line

To catch the throatand to
break the spine

Of the dirty blacklegminer

And Delevil is a terrible place
They rub wetclay in a black-

leg’s face
And roundthehillthey run a

foot race
To catch the blacklegminer

So join the union while you
may \Don’t wait tillyour dying:
day

For that may not be far away |

Youdirty blacklegminer

You can take your tools and
your dudsas well

Andhie you downtothepit
of Hell

Down you go andfare thee
well

You dirty blacklegminer.
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‘COME ON NOTTSMINERS’
Come on Notts minersjoin

the rest
It’ do no goodto flyfrom

the nest
Farbetterjoin the rank than

remain alone
So comeonladslet’s tackle

this fight
You know.togetherwe have

-great might
We've got it madeif united

westand
Don’t go and bury your head

in the sand
Togetherwe’ll beat Maggie

and Mac
To keep jobsfor all — not the

sack
And knowing Maggie at the

end of the day
‘Close all the Notts pits’ is

what she’ll say
No trouble there, no-one to

care
You'll be on your own,no-

one to share
 

‘MACGREGORIS OUR CHAIRMAN’ ~

While MacGregoris our chairmanI shall want
Heleadethme to no mines, he depriveth me of work
He guideth meto the path of the unemployed for Maggie’s

sake
So my expenses runnethover my wage.
Surely poverty and poorliving shall follow me all my days
And [ shall live in the red forever.
lam glad I am British, I am glad ]am free
But I wish I was a dog
And MacGregora tree. C.Fay.

‘OH GRANDADCAN YOU HEAR ME”

Oh, Grandad can you hear me
Our menare out onstrike
Oh Grandadare you crying
As notall will join the fight?
The union you have fought

and starved for
United was thecall
So you could have adecent

job
and yoursons to follow on

r
| Banners |IGet a banner made for]
pyour trade ur:on or]
j Labour Party organis-|
gation and contribute to]
j Socialist Organiser |
funds. Send details of]

poesign required to Carla]
Jamison, 75 Freemantle|

p
Close, Basingstoke

anOeoeomomaee

The miners to the govern-
ment

Are always thought as scum
And nowtheyare going to

close somepits
And kick us up the bum!

But Grandad we have got
somelads

That will stand up andfight
* And we have got supporters

Whorecognise our plight
But there are some Judases
Whothinktheirjobs are safe
And cannotsee that Mac-

Gregor
Is the devil’sadvocate

But Grandad do you hear me
We will keep up the fight
Until what ou fought for
Is ours, by 1. our sweat, your

blood
But ourright.

S.S.

No medals you'll get for
workingon

Just wages for now then there
will be none

So please come search your
inner soul

Workforall and stuff the
dole

No needfor pickets and
police

Let’s send them all away —

Bring unity to our coalfields
Comeon lads, what do you

say?
 

‘COALMINER’
(after ‘Brown Sugar’)

YankieMacGregora capitalist
man

brought in by Thatcher to do
whathe can

smashup the union,break it
to bits

lay off the miners, close
downthepits

I say yeah, coal miner — how
come you fight so good

I say yeah, yeah, coal miner
— just like a worker should -

Looking like an army,blood
running hot

Smashing downpickets,
that’sno fair cop,

Intimidation,press telling lies
Skull smashedby truncheon,

another man dies. :

I say yeah, coal miner — how
come youfight so good

I say yeah, yeah, coal miner
— just like a worker should

Notts minerssplit, but there’s
no overtime,

Men know they’rescabs when
they’recrossing that line

Redundancy money,don’t
take the bait,

Slander on Scargill,?cause
he’s playingit straight.

I say yeah,coal miner — how
comeyoufight so good

I say yeah, yeah, coal miner
— just like a worker should

Wives behindminers, kids
getting fed

Kinnock and Murraystay

 
tucked up in bed

| Miners are fighting for you
: and for me

TheClass Waris on, let’s fight
| "til we’re free.

Isay yeah, coal miner — how
| comeyoufight so good

_
Isay yeah, yeah, coal miner

— just like a worker should

 SCIENCE

THE ‘ATOMSfor Peace’ pro-
gramme launched some three
decades ago promised unlimi-
ted cheap energy. Nowadays,
few would argue that. it has
lived up to that promise.

Estimates of construction
costs and times, efficiency
and safety in operation can
now been see as ludicrously
optimistic, while the disposal
of the highly radioactive
wastes seemsscarcely to have
been considered.

Nevertheless, for the
sound capitalist reason that it
would weaken the NUM,the
Tories decided on an expan-
sion of the nuclear power

- industry, using the Pressuris-
ed Water Reactor (PWR)
design thathas been the cause
of countless minor and not-
so-minor accidents in the US.

The expansion of nuclear
power has not resulted in
strong unions, though. The
technology is so complex that
knowledge and control tend
to be concentrated at fairly
high levels in the hierarchy.

Safety regulations enforced
from the top down can be
used to discipline the work-
force. ,

For instance, radiation
doses are strictly monitored
and it has been known for
bolshy woikers to be direct-
ed to work in ‘hot’ areas so
that they receive more than
the ‘permitted’ dose and must
then belaid off. ,

After the Tories’ success
withtrade unionism at GCHQ
a logical follow-up would be
to get rid of (or severely cir-
cumscribe) the nuclear indus-
try unions, doubtless on

grounds of safety and nation-
al security.

Despite the bluster of the
nuclear industry, there_are
real risks to workers and
public. Monitoring radiation
doesn’t stop workers being
exposed and there have been
many cases of illness and
death. The industry has so far
managed to avoid public
blame by settling actions for
damages out of court, with
no admission ofliability.

The greatest threatto nub-

——RLetter

Socialist Organiser is correct-
ly dominated by news and
analysis of the miners’ strike
these days, but I do not think
that we should lose sight of
events within the Labour
Party, especially the process
of reselection in which many
constituencies will soon be
deeply involved.

That being the case, I
would welcome a debate on
the manner of reselection,
especially the ‘one member
one vote’ issue. I find a wide
variety of opinions on this
issue, even among readers of
Socialist Organiser, and divi-
sions of opinion in the Party
on this question do not fall
into a neat right/left split.

There are many on the
left, especially the ILP, who,
whilst opposed to a postal

. ballot, nevertheless favour a
system of aggregated voting
at general meetings of the
party membership. They see
this as an extension of the
democratisation process with-
in the Party.

On the other hand, there
are- those who favour such
decisions being kept within
the province of the GMC. To
move away from this. they
argue. would serve to weaken
the relationship between the
unions and the Party. espec-

 
jally as expressed through
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Les Hearn beginsa series
of articles on socialist
energypolicy by discuss-
ing the arguments about
nuclear power
 

lic health was the Windscale
fire of 1957 which has cert-
ainly caused many cases of
cancer. Areas around Sella-
field “and Sizewell ‘A’ are now
showing increased rates of
leukemia.

Let us suppose that it is
possible to avoid risks to
workers and public by
properly applied safety pre-
cautions. In fact, Dungeness

‘ *a?, among the first genera-
tion of Magnox reactors, has
a safety record second to
none and no doubt with a
socialist . government and
workers’ control of the indus-
try, safety could be greatly
increased elsewhere.

Would therestill be objec-
tions to nuclear power?

Well, apart from the fact
that placid Britain is suscept-
ible to the odd earthquake
(recently confirmed in Wales)
there is still the matter of
waste.

‘Even at Dungeness ‘A’,
uranium fuel rods with low
levels of radiation are turned
into highly radioactive waste.
This is then transported by
road and rail through major
population centres to... Sella-
field, where someis allowed
to escape to the surrounding
seas, beaches,andfields.

At present, no-one knows
what to do with this waste,
which will remain dangerous
for thousands of years, far
longer than any civilisation
has yet survived.

Sea-dumping was stopped
by the united efforts of the
environmental and trade un-
ion movements, while

fattempts to find suitable
ground to bury it have run
into community opposition.
One problem is that contain-
ers would corrode in quite a
short time, allowing the waste

’

trade union representation at
GMC level. This, in turn,
impinges upon the question
as to how far we wish to
strengthen or limit the status
of affiliated organisations
withinthe Party.

Nuclearpower?
to contaminate ground
waters. Casting the waste in
blocks of glass or synthetic
rock might fail due to leach-
ing by ground waters, slowly
dissolving the blocks.
“*" One alternative suggestion
involves firing a rocket full of
waste into the sun or out of
the solar system.

My solution would be to
bury the waste in containers
made of gold, which does not
corrode and is also very good
at stopping radiation passing
through.

These problemsare ignor-
ed or minimised by present
Labour Party policy, which
condemns the PWR as an
American design, while prais-
ing the British AdvancedGas-
Cooled Reactor. The AGRs’
record is quite good, mainly
because they have been years
late in completion and have
barely managed more than a
few months of continuous
operation. ,

_The Labour Party haslittle
to say on the scandal of Brit-
ain’s uranium imports from
occupied Namibia, let alone’
the appalling conditions that
uranium miners work under.

Revolutionary_socialists
are split between those who
think that the problems of
nuclear powerwill be s« able
under socialism, those who
think they may, and those
who thinktheywillnot. Mili-
tant expresses the-first line of
thought: most Socialist Org-
aniser supporters have sup-
ported the second.

Others oppose nuclear
power because it is capital-
intensive and therefore de-
stroys jobs, while others
claim that it is not amenable
to democratic control. I
would argue that these last
two points depend on the
strength of the workingclass.

Overall, personally I tend
to the view that a socialist
energy policy would. have to
rule out nuclear power, if
only because of the problem
of what to do withthe waste.

Info: ArthurBough (Stoke
SO); Labour Party NEC state-
-ment on PWRs.

 

Howto reselect
The question must surface

again in the next 12 months,
and [| am sure many readers
besides myself would wel-
come a clarification of the
issue. lan McCalman,
Glasgow.
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MOST TRADE unionists are
aware ofthedire condition of
the NHSas a result of repeat-
ed and continuing brutal cuts
in spending. Not so manyare
aware of the sheer scale of
the threat to jobs, living stan-
dards and the very NHS itself
posed by the new Tory
scourge that is now hitting
the hospitals: privatisation.

Under the orders of the
Thatcher government,a ll 192
District Health Authorities
(DHAs) in England had to
submit a timetable by the end
of April for putting their
domestic cleaning, catering
and laundry services out to
competitive tender. Under
more or less explicit threats
and pressure, all but nine
(mostly London) DHAshave
now complied. This should be
no ‘surprise: the DHAs are
appointed, stooge bodies
chaired by Tory government
nominees.

The fruits of this are now
beginning to be seen, as pri-
vate contractors crowd in on
potentially lucrative fields of
work, offering tenders based
on rock-bottom wages, the
exploitation of part-time
workers, paying neither sick-
ness nor holiday money, and
cutting back on hours of
work — with catastrophic
consequences for hygiene and
patient care.

To ‘compete’ with these
racketeers, NHS management
teams have themselves in turn
put together — sometimes,
shamefully, with union
collaboration — their own
packages for an ‘in-house’
tender, generally bringing
redundancies, cuts in hours
and wages,, and a wholesale
lowering of standards.

One example of this has
now broughtan all-out strike
by domestic cleaners at Ham-
mersmith Hospital, who are
threatened with the sacking
of 40 workers, the decima-
tion of the full-time staff, a
50% cut in pay, and a halving
of the hours allocated to
clean the hospital: that is if
the ‘in-house’ tenderis accep-
ted! If the contract goes
instead to a private firm, they
could all be made redundant:
somechoice!

But the competition does
not stop at the first round of
tendering. At BarkingGeneral
Hospital the private contrac-
tors Crothalis, who had

 
 

By Harry Sloan

monopolised cleaning services
since the hospital opened,
were called upon to tender’
again, against rival firms, in
the new Tory privatisation
exercise.

The result? Crothallsoffer-
ed a new, cheaper, tender to
Redbridge DHA, based on a

savage 60% cut in pay for the
workforce of nearly 100
(mainly women) domestics.
The cleaners — organised in
NUPE and GMBU — waiked
out, and are now well into
the fourth month ofa bitter
struggle against organised
scabbing, police harassment
and DHA connivance.

The dangers for health
workers and patients from
privatisation are obvious. Yet
the health unions have
remained largely paralysed as
the threat has loomed ever
closer.

Not one of the health
unions has any coherent pol-
icy on how to prevent the
imposition of private contrac-
tors once DHAsaccept tend-
ers, or how to prevent new
job-slashing ‘in-house’
tenders.

A)Nh

Nearly all have of course
produced attractive educa-
tional material to persuade
any members who might
doubt it that privatisation is a
bad thing: some have urged
their branches’ not to partici-
pate in the tendering process.

But most have focused
their efforts on the sterile
activity of trying to persuade
DHAsto reject the Tory ulti-
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matum on privatisation.
Given the dictatorial pow-

ers in the hands of Norman
Fowler to replace and
appoint DHA members at
will, this could at best be a
stop-gap measure. In practice
only a handful of DHAs have
shown any real opposition,
and one ‘rejectionist?’ DHA,
Islington, has already ignomi-
niously collapsed.

The tenders resulting from
the first wave of DHA invita-
tions will be opened and
acted upon starting in the
later summer and autumn of
this year. But no union has
properly prepared for the
later summer and autumn of
this year. But no union has
properly prepared for the
kind of action that will be
needed to beat back the prof-
iteers and defend existing
conditions for some of the
country’s worst-paid workers.

The radical, pre-emptive
stance of Hammersmith Hos-
pital’s stand points the way
forward. It is vital to nip
privatisation in. the bud
before the contracts are allo-
cated, and certainly before
the contractors arrive in the

hospital and NHSstaff are
sacked.
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The growing solidarity of
hospital workers throughout
Londonwiththe Barking stri-
kers — whose plight sums up
the future for NHS ancillary
staff if privatisation is forced
in — is also a pointer for the
struggle. Last Wednesday saw
strike action in 25 hospitals
in support of Barking.

The present battles in the
“NHS cry out for solid and
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escalating strike action as the
way to beat back the Tory
offensive.

But the delays andpre-
varications of sections of the
NUPEfull-time apparatus in
implementing NUPE’s own
conferehce decision to build
national supporting action for
the Barking strike help under-
line a major problem in the
fight for action. NUPEis in
many ways the most radical
of the health unions: yet even
here, unionofficials are reluc-
tant to spread strike action in
the NHSin defence of their
own members.

This can also be seen in
the frantic and shameful
efforts by NUPE official Bob
Jones to strike a sell-out deal
with Crothalls management
behind the backs of the Bark-
ing strikers; by thehalf-heart-
ed official campaign for last
Wednesday’s day of solidarity
action — which depended
chiefly upon rank and file
support; and by the lack of
energetic preparation for
the national day of action be-
hind Barking called for next
Tuesday June 26.

It is evident that the isola-
tion of NHS struggle must be
broken by initiatives from the
trade unions; yet theofficials
are intent upon restricting
them to local level disputes.

The fight against privatisa-

Hammersmithstrike; NUPE day of action,
Socialist Organiser no. 184 June 2. 1324 Fame ll

June 26

Fight grows against NHShive-off
 
 
 
  
  

cial and practical s zm ti
the Hammersmith H =

strikers.
In addition, labour mre

ment activists in
Thames Region —

DHAsare defying t
privatisation ultima: 

tion of course overlaps com-
pletely with the fight against
NHS cuts. There is no way
a fragmented, privatised NHS
workforce will be able to de-
fend the health service against
further even more callous cut-
backs; this is one reason the
Tories are so determined to
forge ahead.

That is why it is so vital
for health trade unionists and
anti-cuts campaigns in other
unions and the Labour Parties
to support the national day
of action on Barking on June
26, and lend maximum finan-

an important working con-
ference on privatisation called
on July 14 by the London-
wide anti-cuts campaign Lon-
don Health Emergency. The
conference, which will be
held in Camden Town Hall,
will feature speakers from all
the main health unions as
well as the Barking strike,
Reg Race, and opponents of
privatisation on the DHAs.

Further details, briefing
pack and credentials (£1)
from London Health Emerg-
ency, 335 Grays Inn Road.
WC1. 01-833 3020.

Shipyards: Rearguard action
CAMMELL Lairds shipyard
in Birkenhead is in the
process of having half its
workforce made redundant
with little reaction from eith-
er inside or outside the yard.

On April 16 a yard mass meet-
ing overwhelmingly voted down a
resolution from the full-timeoffi-
cials and stewardscalling for:

1. No enforced redundancies
or closure.

2. A high-powered delegation
to Parliament.

3. A delegate meeting in sup-
port of Cammell Lairds involving
the local labour movement and
community organisations,

4. A mass lobby of Parliament.

Since then the full-time offi-
cials have concentrated on trying
to motivate support from outside
the yard. In the yard, those of us
willing to oppose the redundan-
cies are in a minority but are org-
anising our campaign.

Among the first round of
redundancies on May 29, three
Boilermakers’ shop stewards were
named. Most of those named in
the first round haveleft the yard,
including some ‘left talkers’ and a
memberof the WRP.

Those who oppose the redun-
dancies and were named on May
29 are now working their 12
weeks notice and taking part in
the planning of the campaign to
save jobs. This includes most of
the staging (scaffolding) depart-
ment, who are seen as the shock
troops of the fight against redun-
dancy, and the three Boilermak-
ers stewards, one of whom is a

stagers’ steward.
At present there is no way for ,

a united campaign throughoutthe
yard. Most people are just waiting
to be named, and only three sec-
tions have formal decisionsfor ac-
tion against enforced rediss feo-

 By Lol Duffy, GMB shop
steward, Lairds

cies — the general workers, the
stagers, and the plant boilermak-
es, all in the GMBATU.

With more redundancies to
comein the next few weeks, you
can expect to see a reaction in a
short time. What form. thataction
will take is yet to be seen, butit
won’t be just token action.
 

Teachers close to sell-out
By Cheung Siu Ming

THE teachers’ pay deadlock has
been broken by the emplovers
voting ‘in principle’ to take the
claim to arbitration.

The vote was 22 for, with 15
Department of Education and
Science representatives and three
local authority representatives
voting against.

The two sides will meet at the
the next Burnham committee on
Friday 22nd to discuss terms of
reference for the arbitration
panel, Meanwhile the NUT execu-
tive is calling out 7000 members
in 24 Tory local education auth-
orities for another round of three
days strikers. The NAS/UWT, the
second largest teaching union, has
called some members out in a
series of half-day strikes in various
authorities.

This is not a victory for teach-
ers. In fact it will very likely be a
sell-out. If the employers insist
on certain strings on arbitration,
the unions are in no position to
fight this by further strikes.

There has been no attempt to
build up the strike fund, or to call
teachers out on indefinite strike
with minimal strike pay. Even if
no strings are attached, NUTmili-
tants are still against arbitration
because: .

* It will produce a result bind-
ing on the unions which will fall
substantially below our 127%
claim.

*It can still be overruled by
central government.

*Even if the government
agrees to the result, it may insist
that the extra money comeout of
existing cash limits on local auth-
orities — which will mean cuts in
jobsandservices.

This could weaken ourability
to fight not just the next pay
claim, but also rate-capping.

The Inner London Divisional
Council of the NUT is lobbying
the national executive, calling for.

* opposition to arbitration,
*q £20 per week flat rate

increase for all teachers,
*plans to escalate the strike

action.
However, it seems very unlike-

ly now that negotiations will
break down, The further educa-
tion lecturers’ union NATFHE
and their ciioluyers have also
agreed to so to arbitration,
though ‘withoutstrings’.

Even if we are sold out, the
strike has generated militancy in
teachers not seen in 15 years. Fur-
thermore, it has brought about
unity in action between the two
major teaching unions, especially
at rankandfilelevel.
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[JUNE 26: Masspicket of j
I BarkingHospitalin the morn-]
ling. Assemble at Tower Hill,
Inoon, to march to Crothalls |
1 HQ,LiverpoolSt. i
ISULY 14: London Health =|
Emergency conference on |
privatisation. Details above.
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which has-a considerable number

.
of members in the depot), miners London: Strike June 27!
THE FIRE Brigades Union hascalled onall its London membersto strike — while
providing emergency cover — on Wednesday June 27, in the latest of the regional
days of action in solidarity with the miners.

.
The action has been called by the South East Region TUC and Kent area NUM.

Kent NUM secretary Jack Collins has said: “We are asking you to stop work on
the 27th and join the London demonstration”. But thereis still a lot of work to
be done to ensure a strong turnout on the day. For example, NUR members
making inquiries of their union headquarters about whatactionto take have been
told that to strike for the day is ‘against the law’.

A march has been called on the 27th, assembling at 1pm at Tower Hill, and
going through Fleet Street to a rally at 3.30pm at Jubilee Gardens (near County
Hall).
 

After EEC poll: Get
the Torieson the run!
The Tory government came
out of last year’s election
looking solid and impregn-
ale. It comes out of the EEC
election looking wobbly and
weak — though for other
reasons as wellas the election
results.
 

Occupy
rail depot!

By Stan Crooke
SOME 2500 people marched
through Springburn in Glasgow
last Saturday, June 16, in protest
at the threat to 900 jobs at the
‘Caley’, the local British Rail
Engineering Ltd depot, over the
next two years.

The main contingents were the
rail unions(plus the National Un-
ion of Sheet Metal Workers,

(from Polmaise, Cardowan, Com-
rie, and Dunfermline miners’
wives support group) and the Lab-
our Party Young Socialists.

But there was a poor turnout
from the local Labour Party.

Apart from a small turnout by
two local tenants’ associations,
the demonstration was a purely
labour movement one. That point
should not be forgotten.

There are proposals to make
the campaign in defence of the
Caley ‘all-inclusive’, covering the
churches, Tories, small business
men, etc. But such bodies were
not even prepared to support a
demonstration, never mind more
militant action.

.A campaign committee needs

 
to be established, with delegates
from local union and Labour
Party branches and tenants’ asso-
ciations, committed to fighting
for occupation of the Caley and
calling for occupation of the
other depots threatened with job

S.
As the SO leaflet distributed

on the march pointed out. “What
would be decisive in transforming
the campaign would bea decision
by the workers involved to
occupy the railway works, with a

call to their colleagues throughout
the industry to support them in
this action...

“The magnificent support giv-
en to the miners by workers
throughout the country is proof
that when a group of workers
takes a stand in defence of their
jobs, there is a huge well of sup-
port to be drawn upon”,
rs3Ct*t*~«‘;:|
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 By John O’Mahony
Labour came out of the 1983

general election diminished and
crippled and possibly shattered. It
comes out of the EEC election
looking like a credible conven-
tional alternative government.

Last year the Alliance of Lib-
erals with the Labour turncoats
of the SDP looked like it: had
“broken the mould’of British pol-
itics. Labour was being compared
not with the Tories as an alternat-
ive government but with the
Alliance as an opposition.

The cruellest blow of the EEC
election was struck against the
Alliance — firmly put backin its
place as the third party in British
politics, with about a fifth of the
vote, the sort of share long held
by the Liberals,

In a total poll of only 31%,
Labourgained 15 seats from the
Tories. 1ts share of the vote was
up from the general election by
about 8%, There are now 32 Lab-
our MEPs in Strasbourg to the
Tories’ 45.

The Tory vote was down 3%,
* the Alliance’s 6.5%, most of it

going to Labour.
These results in themselves

fall a long way short of us having
the Tories on the run. But they
come on top of the blowsstruck
to the 1eues’ credibility by the
miners’ strike; on top of serious
and widespread divisions in Tory
ranks, all through their party,
over Thatcher’s attacks on local
goverment democracy;and on top
of the trickle of petty but corros-
ive scandals thathave soured the
atmospherefor the Tories this last
year.

Kinnock
The middle-of-the-roadleader-

sip of the Labour Party around
Neil Kinnock will claim that this
is the vindication of their pro-
gramme for the Labour Party.
That is a shortsighted view from
almost any angle you choose.

Of course it may be true that
some timid souls voted Labour
who would not have done so had
Labour been a militant fighting
socialist party, boldly and with-
out ambiguitylining itself up with
the miners. And Labour’s less
negative attitude to the EEC
probably helped.

But the turnout — only 31% —

could have been far greater, to
Labour’s advantage,if the Labour

- leadership hadted the Party into a

vigorous crusade against the
Tories.

If Michael Foot had fulfilled
the promise he made whenelect-
ed leader to drum up ‘a storm of
protest’ against the Tories then
the debacle of 1983 could proba-
bly have been avoided. :

Against the ~ ‘floating’ vote
attracted by Kinnock’s pretence
that the Labour Party is a branch
of showbiz has to be set the vast
reservoir of untapped votes of
those who abstained on June 14.

Measured against the atrocities
this Tory government hasinflic-
ted on the working class
Tory losses in the poll were like a

slap on the wrist for them, not
the kick in the solar plexus they
deserve.

That too must be laid at the
door of Neil Kinnock, who
disgraces himselfgand our party
every time he opens his mouth
about the miners’strike.

The election results are a blow
against the government and their
wretched ‘Alliance’ understudies.
Butit is the miners’ strike that is

 
shaking the foundations on which
that government has stood while
doing its foul and terrible work —

working class apathy and hope-
lessness and willingness to let the
government and its hatchetmen
like Ian MacGregor have their
way.

The miners’ strike is restoring
courage, self-respect andbelief in
the power of its own direct action
to the British workingclass move-
ment. Electoral blows to the
Tories will heip and encourage the
process of self-renewal now going
on in the working class move-
ment. But the miners’ strike is
decisive right now.

Andto help the miners win is
task no.1 for the entire labour
movement.

The EECelections confirm the
message that the miners have been
shouting at the labour movement
for 14 weeks: now — we don’t
have to wait for the next general
election. Stand up and fight back
now and we can get the Tories on
the run.

Victory to the miners!

 
Orgreave: the cops lay into a picket
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THE STRIKE by Longbridge
transport workers ended on Thur-
sday June 16 when a clear major-
ity of the 300 strikers voted to
return to work.

Zedekiah Mills, the black
stacca driver who hit a foreman
who abused him asa ‘black bast-
ard’, stays sacked, andrealistically
is now highly unlikely to get his
job back.

Zedekiah thanked the trans-
port department for their soli-
darity but added that he felt
‘betrayed’.

The exact reasons for the
transport department’s decision
to cali off the strike are not clear.
The previous Thursday, June 7,
they had voted almost unani-
mously to stay out until Zedekiah
was reinstated. They were in a
strong position: not only hadall
production at Longbridge been
halted, but the strike had led to
19,000 lay-offs at six other
plants. Lay-offs at Cowley caused
by the Longbridge strike had
sparked a further strike of 500
toolmakers there.

The mainreason for theclimb

stewardstransport department
were worried that the company

GOOD RIDDANCE!Afterduck-
ing out of a motion of no confid-
ence in generalsecretary Alistair
Graham at their union conference
the CPSA BroadLeft have found
their nerve and used their major-
ity on the union executive to
throwGraham off the TUC Gen-

 
eral Council.

down seems to have been that -  
Printed by Laneridge (TU). Registered as a newspaperat

would use the strike to bring in
outside contract drivers. The
stewards appear to have reached
their decision independently from
convenor Jack Adams and T&G
full-time John Barker.

However, one memberof the
Longbridge works committee is
also a. transport shop steward, so
it is possible that the works com-
mittee had an inputinto the stew-
ards meeting.

NALGO
spreads
strike
By Nik Barstow

400 MORE NALGO members in
Islington are set to join the nurs-
ery workers’ strike which hasclos-
ed the council’s 13 children’s day
care centres for the last ten
weeks.

The social services depart-
ment’s NALGO members voted
a ballot to join the strike together
with workers in some key areas
which collect council finances.

The escalation of the strike is
a response to the‘left-wing’ coun.
éil’s refusal to negotiate with th:
nursery workers on. their clair
for more pay and improvedstaf
ing levels.

The council has now resortec
to calls for arbitration after com
ing underincreasing fire from thc
local Labour Parties and othei
sections of the labour movement.
Calls to support Islington nursery
workers have been made by many
other trade unionists — miners,
miners’ wives. local postal work-
ers, and the other focal authority
unionsin the borough.

The council Has now agreed,
very reluctantly,at least to let the
Labour Party have its say at a

joint meeting with the Labour
group planned for late June. But
that’s too little, too late, as was

shown by a demonstration at
Islington council’s meeting on

June 19th, when Labour Party
members asked leading council-
lors pointed questions in front of
the nursery workers.

The Financial Times reported
that ‘the vote to return to work
follows a personal intervention by
Mr Harold Musgrove, the chair-
man and chief executive. He cal-
led in Mr Adams and Mr Johnny
Barker to spell out the seriousness
of the stoppage in private”.

Both Adams, a Communist
Party executive member, and the
Morning Star, defended the back
to work decision. Adams ex-

plained it on radio by saying that
the dispute had becometoo hard-

Shameful end to Longbridge strike
Neither the Longbridge joint

shop stewards’ committee nor the
works committee have met during
the strike, and that lack of leader-
ship may bea factor in the trans-
port stewards’ apparent loss of
nerve.

The Longbridge unions say
that they will pursue the matter
through the Commission for
Racial Equality and perhaps a
court action. But this is no subst-
itute for the abandoned strike
action.
 

By Tim Anderson
THE CASE of the Newham 8 —

Asian youths arrested after they
organised protection against racist
attacks for Asian childrencoming
home from school — now has a
sequel: the Newham 7.

One Asian youth was arrested
and charged with Actual Bodily.
Harm and criminal damage fol-
lowing an incident on April 7 out-
side a pub. Three white youths
arrested at the same incident were
released without charge. In the
following weeks six other. Asian
youths were arrested.
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We promised ‘better news next week’in the fund columnlast
week, andhereit is!

Donations from supporters
£164.95 for the fund thisweek. That’s more thandoubled our

June total — to £285.45.

|
1
I
I
1
1 But westillneed a large effort in the next few days to add
1 to that total; so, readers, sympathisers,sellers, supporters,
1 what can you sendusin the next week?
l Answers to 214 Sickert Court, London NI 2SY.
i Thanks to: Stoke supporter £50, Nottingham supporters
| £54, Will Adams £7, Julia Redman,Dave Spencer,John Doug-
| las, Sue Carlyle,Pete Kenway ,

Jo Thwaites, Andrew Hornung,
j Tom Cashman, £5 each,Mark Sapsford £2..50, Terry Connolly

£2, Dave Elder £1.45, Keith White, Matthew Jones, Keyvan,
Bev Wood,£1 each.

have combinedto make

DefendNewham/7/
At the first court hearing, 3

weeks ago, all seven were charg-
ed with conspiracy and affray.
Individual charges of Actual
Bodily Harm and criminal damage
were also brought against some of
them.

The three white youths have
been rearrested and charged with
criminal damage, and two of them
with affray.

September 19 is the date set
for the trial. The Newham 8 de-
fence committee is now oOrganis-
ing a campaign in defence of the
seven. :

———--~-Fund-—--—~

atilyreflect the views of the SOA.


