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WILL
WIN!
RAILWORKERSwill begin limit-
ed industrial action over pay from
May 30. The teachers’ unions
already have selective strikes
underway.

The Yorkshire and Humberside
regional TUC has called a 24 hour
strike in support of the miners for
Monday May 21. The Wales
TUC has scheduled a ‘day of
action’ for June 12. These regional
actions would be better for being
coordinated into one

_
national

event, but they can still be used
to increase the pressure on the
Tories.

Printworkershave struck a blow
for solidarity by forcing the Daily
Express to give Arthur Scargill
the right of reply, and blocking a
witchhunting anti-Scargill picture
and headline in the Sun.

And the miners’ union leaders
themselves, after consultation
with the transport unions, are
stepping up their struggle by
turning the pickets towards the

powerstations.
It is still a long hard fight

ahead, and there are still prob-
lems. Jimmy Knapp of the rail
union NURtold the press that his
union’s action was not a response
to Arthur Scargill’s call for -rail-
workers to strike alongside the
miners.

TUC action

But don’t believe the -media
stories. about the pit strike weak-
ening. The’ bosses’ paper the
Financial Times last Thursday,
10th, quoted the Coal Board’s
Midlands marketing director as
saying: “The rail action is biting
harder than has been. generally
acknowledged.”

The TUC general council meet-
ing next Wednesday, 23rd, shouid
decide on solidarity action, start-

|ing with a 24 hour generalstrike.
But if the leaders won’t lead, then
the rank andfilemust.

ORGANISE FOR A
GENERAL STRIKE!

Claimants andstrikers 10p

"50,000

90 face ‘riot’ charge
50 miners arrested in Mansfield in scuffles following the bigNUM demonstration there this Moriday have been chargedwith. ‘rioting’. They could face unlimited fines or jail sen-
tences. This follows the mass arrest of 290 miners in one
swoopin Scotland last Thursday, 10th.

Miners Special p. 5-8  
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THE BOSSclass nationalist
parties of Ireland have spent
the last year trying to work
out a set of agreed proposals
for solving the Northern Ire-
land problem, which they
could offer to Britain as the
basis for a new joint British-
Irish ‘initiative’ to end the
war in Northern Ireland.

On May 2 their New Ireland
Forum reported.

The two main bourgeois cons-
titutional nationalist parties, Fian-
na Fail and Fine Gael, Northern
Ireland’s middle class constitu-
tional nationalists of the SDLP,
and the Irish Labour Party, Fine
Gael’s coalition partner, all put
their heads together to seek a way
to end violence, restore stability
— and stop the growth of support
for Provisional Sinn Fein.

They excluded Sinn Fein,
which got 100,000 votes - 42%
of the Catholic poll in last
June’s election, because its nat-
ionalism is violent. They had the
collaboration of a few maverick
Northern Ireland Unionists,
though the Unionist parties could
not be persuadedto take part.

And what have they come
up with?

The report declares the pre-
sent situation untenable, ond
tightly notesthatit is likely to get
worse unless something is done
about it. “Constitutional politics
are on trial, and unless there is
action soon to create a framework
in which ‘constitutional politics
can work, the drift into more
extensive-civil conflict is in danger
of becoming irreversible, with
further loss ofTife and increasing
humansuffering’.

The solution, they think, is a
deal between the Green Tories,
North and South of Border, and
the British Tories.

Alteinatives
The report lists suggested alt-

ernatives to the present Six/26
Counties partition which has led
to a complete breakdown of the
old Protestant state in Northern
Ireland and its replacement by
brutal .direct military rule by
Britain.

Its favoured option is a unit-
ary state for all Ireland. The
“political unity which the Forum
would wish to see established is a
unitary state achieved by agree-
ment and consent, embracing the
whole island of Ireland and provi-
ding irrevocable guarantees for
the Protestants and preservation
of both the Unionist and Nation-
alist identities”.

It is admitted that this implies
a new non-denominational const-
itution for all Ireland. It would be
formulated at a constitutional
conference jointly convened by
Dublin and London.

The report’s other listed op-
tions are (a) a confederal linkage
of the two Irish states and (b)
joint London-Dublin rule over
Northern Ireland.

The Forum’s ‘chosen option’
is the highest common denomina-
tor of the bourgeois green nation-
alists. Much importance was at-
tached to keeping Charles J
Haughey from breaking the green
nationalist front, and that gave
Haughey and Fianna Fail

—
those

 

 
 

  

ublin-Londondeal?

least inclined to conciliate the
Northern Ireland Protestants —

muchclout in deciding what the
reportsaid.

An appeal by Fine Gael and
Labour Party coalition leaders for
the Forum to endorse Fine Gael’s
‘constitutional crusade’ to liberal-
ise and partly deCatholicise the
26 Counties was rejected by the
Forum.

Fianna Fail pressure and the
common nationalist goals and
aspirations of all the participants
determined the Forum’s ‘first
option’. The sense that this was
unrealistic and the search for a
new way forward was expressed
in the other options.

On that level the inclusion
of the idea of joint Irish-British
tule was a radical departure for
the constitutional nationalists,
particularly for Fianna Fail.

But within a short time of
the Forum’s report being publish-
ed, its authorshad begunto differ
about what their agreed text
meant. The Southern prime min-
ister, Garret Fitzgerald, followed
his own bent and began exploring
the more realistic of the listed
options.

Non-starter
That meant jettisoning the

favoured option of a unitary
state as a non-starter: only mili-
tary coercion by Britain and/or
the 26 Counties on a muchbigger
scale than has been known in the
6 Counties for the last 14 years
could achieve a unitary state
against the will of the Protestants.

So Fitzgerald tried to get the
British government to discuss the
other options.

Haughey denounced Fitzger-
ald for ‘walking away” from the
agreed “‘first option’”’.

Similar divisions emerged
within the SDLP, with deputy
leader Seamus Mallon parallelling
Haughey against the more prag-
matic and flexible party leader
John Hume.

On the British response dep-
ended whether the Forum report

 
The Forum reportis presented in Dublin. John Humeis on the right, Garret Fi

Trishconstitutionalnationalistpoliti-
cians have madea new attemptfo

|

pushBritain into fresh initiatives,with
theirNew Ireland Forum report. John
O’Mahonylooksat theprospects.

had any possibility of influencing
events — and which of the options
if any would becomethe subject
of serious discussion and negot-
iation>

Thatcher called the report
‘over-simple’ and said she rejected
its attempt to blame Britain. But
she also said that something had
to be done because the war in
Northern Ireland ‘can’t go on for-
ever’.

Examination
Britain’s Northern Ireland gau-

leiter Jim Prior immediately ruled
out the unitary state and confed-
eral states options, but. did not
rule out joint British/26 County
rule in Northern Ireland. He wel-
comed the Forum’s commitment
to ‘freely negotiated and agreed
unity’, as distinct from unity by
coercion.

It now lookslike thejoint rule
option is to be the subject of
detailed examination and perhaps
negotiations in the autumn.

According to the Irish Times
(May 9) the following topics, the
bones of the ‘joint rule’ option,
will be discussed by Dublin and
Londonlater in the year.

* The setting up of an ‘execu-
tive joint authority’ on the basis
of a binding 26 County/ British
treaty to be registered at the
United Nations.

The Forum report defined an
‘executive joint authority’as “the
equal sharing of responsibilityand
authority for all aspects: of the
government of Northern Ireland
by the governments of Great
Britain and Ireland’. It would

January 1974: the last majorpolitical initiative, the power-sharingexecutive. It was brought down bytheProtestant generalstrike of May 1974.

 
 

include the two prime ministers.
*Joint control of security

policy.
* The replacement of the

RUC.
.

*A new system of criminal
justice.

* Joint Irish/British citizen-
ship.

*Equal status in Northern
Ireland for the Union Jack and
the Irish tricolour.

The ‘executivejoint authority’
could either be a system of
straight direct rule, or it could
include an element oflocal self-
government — ona basis of agreed
Catholic/Protestantpower-sharing
a big element, the Forum says.

This would, of course, presup-
pose British government repeal of
the legislation which enshrines the
Protestant veto.

Prior’s seeming willingness to
discuss joint British/26 County
tule has alarmed Protestant polit-
icians. Any erosion of the present
guaranteed constitutional posi-
tion, and especially such joint
tule, is, they say, part of a gradual
drift to a united Ireland.

Paisley
Ian Paisley declared: ‘‘The

Protestants of Ulster will settle it
and if need be meet this Dublin
dictator in a hand to hand con-
frontation’”. Even the moderate
Unionists of ‘Alliance’ say that
any attempt to change the consti-
tution will trigger a big Protestant
paramilitary backlash.

The Provisionals say that the
Forum hasbeen

a
failure,and will

not achieve what it was set up to
 

 do — strengthen the Six Counties
constitutional nationalists against
the electoral challenge of the Pro-
visionals.

But the signs are that the
Forum will stimulate serious
talks between Dublin and London
about some form of powershar-
ing. There is massive pressure on
Dublin and Londonto reach some
form of agreement. As Thatcher
says: they can’t let thingsgo on as
they are indefinitely.

Any further electoral advance
by the Provisionals, even if they
fell short of eliminating the
SDLP, would narrow and maybe
close the options for new const-
itutional experiments by the
ruling classes in London and
Dublin. It is now or maybe never.

The Forum itself has created
an added pressure on Britain and
Dublin to act now.If the Forum
report produces no constitutional
movement then it will strengthen
the IRA and make their military
approach seem the only possible
one.

Zig-zags
Haughey and Fianna Fail,

both Seamus Mallon and John
Hume in the SDLP. and, in a
different way, Fitzgerald’s Fine
Gael, all want what the Provos
want. a united Ireland. Some —

or all — of them will compro-
mise and settle for less, but if
even their sort of compromise
proves impossible, then the
Northern Ireland Catholic pendu-
lum will swing powerfully
towards the IRA.

The net result of the Forum
— an idea suggested by John
Humeto revive the SDLP —- will
be to speed up the consolidation
of Sinn Fein’s hold on the Six
County Catholics and further
undermine constitutional
nationalism.

The history of Irish national-
ism for the last 150 years is the
history of zig-zags from militarism
to constitutional reformism and
back again. 100 years ago Freder-
ick Engels noted that the ability
of the constitutional! nationalists
and land reformers to wrest con-
cessions from the English Liberal
government owed a great deal to
the Fenian dynamiters lurking in
the background. The constitu-
tional nationalists have always
ridden on the backsof the ‘physi-
cal force’ people towardssell-out
deals and compromises.

That, on one, level, was what
John Hume and the southern
bourgeois parties wanted to do
with the Forum.

Today the ability of the con-
stitutional nationalists to make
Britain take notice comes to them
from the IRA campaign in the
North. But it works the other way
round too. .

If they fail, then their failure
will reinforce Republican militar-
ism.

 
||
|

Party leader Dick Sprin,g fourth andfifth.
London and Dublin must

know it. So they may indeed try
some form of joint rule.

From the British point of view
it could, minimally, increase the
level of British and Irish bourgeois
cooperation in repressing the
IRA. It would be one way of
‘solving’ the hopeless ‘task of
recreating a political superstruc-
ture in Northern Ireland.

Socialist
;

But they would have a long
way to go from talking aboutit to
doing it. Fianna Fail support
might not be forthcoming for
joint rule. It would,after all, be a
partial restoration of the, Act of
Uniondissolved in 1921.

In the North, Protestant reac-
tion would probably be fierce —

in the same wayas, ten years ago,
the Protestant general strike scutt-
led the last large-scale London/
Dublin attempt at remodelling the
Irish state system. ,

What should betheattitude of
working class socialists? For us it
is a basic principle that Britain
never had and never can have anyrights in Ireland. But Irish social-
ists should not simply throwtheir
weight behind military and popul-
ist versions of nationalism as
against constitutional versions.

They need instead a socialist
and democratic programme which
could be a basis for beginning to
unite the Irish working class,
North and South, Catholic and
Protestant. This programme, in
my opinion, should include
regional autonomy for mainly-
Protestant areas within a united
Ireland.

Strike for
35 hours

WITH unemployment in West
Germany now standing at 9.1%,
the 2.6 million strong metal-
workers’ union IG Metall has
launched a major struggle for a
35 hour week with noloss of pay.Some 13,000 workers, in 14
plants (mostly vehicle compon-ents) around Stuttgart, have been
called out on strike from Monday
14th,

IG Metali had ballotted mem-
bers around Stuttgart and around
Frankfurt on strike action, and
over 80% voted yes. The. West
German trade union movementis
generally conservative, and IG
Metall rules require a 75% major-
ity for strike action.

Members of the print union
IG Drupa have also been staging
scattered strikes for the 35 hour
week. The public sector union
OTV is pursuing the same
demand, and has called on mem-
bers to join demonstrations in
support of IG Metail.

 



Defiant   LABOURin Liverpool now
has a clear majority of at
least two for the illegal City
Council budget. This budget
is not some ‘kind of revolu-
tionary proposal. It is merely
the amount needed for the
council to maintain existing
levels of local authority ser-
vices.

The Tories will, however,
fear the consequences of
imposing Westminster rule on
Liverpool, especially in the
middle of a miners’ strike.

Environment Minister
Patrick Jenkin may well
adopt a compromise
approach — face-saving for
both sides — but one which
will be clearly tilted in
Labour’s favour.

It all depends on con-

tinuing the principled, com-
bative approach which won
Labour its gains in the May
3 poll.

Left wing politics are
unpopular in Fleet Street,
with Sir Robin Day, Dr
Owen, Mr Kinnock and the
Communist Party — and, so
they would argue, with the
British electorate. Those who
put forward  red-blooded
socialism are Labour’s ‘kami-
kazepilots’.

Fortunately,the electorate
are not as stupid or easily
conned as the pundits would
have us believe. On May 3'
Liverpool Labour Party
achieved its greatest local
election victory in more than
ten years. Its majority on the
council increased from two to
seventeen. despite the barrage
of mass media propaganda
against our ‘extremist’ coun-
cil, the dirty trick ‘election-
eering of the ‘populist’ Liber-
als, and the back-stabbing
exercise of some members of
the shadowcabinet.

—=Scotlan@@@=======
A second Liverpool?

By Ian McCalman
THE Labour Party achieved
sweepingvictories in Scotland
on May3.

This rebuff to the Tories.must
surely also be seen as an endorse-
ment in many areas of a more
thoroughgoing socialist approach
to local government. Tories were
predicting a conflict with central
government in Edinburgh which
fell to Labourfor thefirst time.

Labour Group leader Alex
Wood said, “This is just the
beginning. The people of Edin-
burgh have reacted against what
has been happening in the region
and in the country.”

In Stirling, Labour, led by
Michael Connarty. held on to
office, despite a barrage of Tory
propaganda against their pioneer-
ing work in implementing Group
accountability to the District
Party and in introducing trade

 

Local elections May 3

 

Bas Hardy reports on
how Liverpool could
open a_ second front
against the Tories.
 

Some of the ward results
appear staggering. How could
these wards not have been
Labour in the first place?
Abercromby ward was won
from the Liberals with the
following vote:
Labour ...........2,739
Liberal ............350
Tory. .....--00000-

252
CP... eee eee

92
One reason for the Labour

success on May 3 was the
very high turnout — over half
the electorate. This beat the
previous 41% turnout in 1983
when Labour clocked up two
net gains.

National politics and the
desire to get Thatcher out
played a part. But nobody on
the doorstep said they were
going to vote Labour because
of Neil Kinnock or his new
leadership team. They said.
‘At last the council is doing
something to fight the
government’.

The Liberals’ ‘pavement’
politics approach has faded,
both because of the com-
munity orientation Labour
has adopted over the past five
years, and also because the
Liberals are viewed as a party
which will carry out the
Tories’ dirty work, by making
cuts and sackingworkers.

The Liberals this time
were desperate and this was
reflected in their hysterical
election propaganda..Apart
from the usual ‘red-baiting’
slurs, they even played the
racist card by putting out a
leaflet attacking a local
school which had a large
black intake.

union representation on to
council committees.

Moresignificantly,in Glasgow,
Labour, standing on a moreleft
wing platform than ever before,
almost obliterated the Tories.

Despite press claims that a
clause in the Manifesto adopted
by the District Labour Party
banning the sale of council land
to private house developers would
lose votes. the opposite was the

Above all, the results are an
endorsement of the council’s
decision to freeze rents and rates
in the year ahead and to protect
jobs andservices.

The election of five Militant
supporters to the council may
create a new alggnment of forces
which will challenge the present
right wing dominance of Jean
McFodden and her

__
friends.

Whether that paves the wayfor
“a second Liverpool? is one of
the intriguing possibilitiesahead.

 

 

ersey
Yet although the Liberals

are in decline, they still have
a large working class vote.
Part of the reason for this is
the failure as yet for Labour
to develop a more relevant
housing policy, which recog-
nises the fact that the major-
ity of workers in the city are
not council tenants.

For the Tories May 3 was
nothing short of a disaster.
They lost a further five seats
and are now down to 13. The
Tory vote totalled 37,418.
Tory voters seem to be trans-
ferring their allegiance to the
Liberals. :

Within the council Labour
group, the ‘sensible’ six or
seven who voted down the
illegal budget — mainly an old
Braddockite rump in both the
literal and figurative sense —

have lost one member who
stood down. Paul Orr, the
right wing leader, won
Vauxhall ward with a 2,823
majority, after being given a
clear run. by the Liberals. It
was the only seat in the city
in which they chose not to
stand. A book could be
taken giving odds on Orr
joining them in the near
future.

The election results added
two important Militant mem-
bers to the council, Tony
Mulhearn (President of the
District Labour Party) and
Felicity Dowling. Militant are
the largest grouping in the
Labour ranks and the only
one to have a coherent poli-
tical ideology. Yet it would
be a mistake to say that Mili-
tant are the most radical, or
call all the shots as the media
claim.

Blinkers
They have two basic fail-

ings —- political blinkers and
kow-towing to the limits of
the labour movementasit is,
and its bureaucracy. These
are expressed in their policy
towards blacks, women and
white collar workers, and in
housing.

The shying away from
confrontation has been most
vividly illustrated in their
acceptance of the NEC ruling
that Orr should be allowed to
stand for Labour in Vauxhall.
Many Labour

_
supporters

opposed this, and the District
Labour Party was split vir-
tually down the middle with
the Militant leadership
winning but only just.

In the last analysis, the
Militant will curb the mili-
tancy of the party to. please
Kinnock, if this means short
term advantage can be gained
for them. Their ideologytells
them that the Iron Laws of
History will see them right in
the end.

But Liverpool Labour
Party is back, alive again and
fighting. It is a force that can
breathe life back into the
body of radical Merseyside.

 on May9.
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NALGO memberMohammadIdrish is threatenedwith deportation. Trade unionists marched to support him

   
Manchester: mobilisationneeded

THEdecision of the Labour Party
National Executive Committee to
reinstate the 25 Labour council-
lors currently expelled from the
Labour Group in Manchester and
to hold a new Labour Group
AGM has confirmed what many
of us have known for some time.
That. in order to hold onto their
council positions. many of the
right wing councillors are pre-
pared to split from the Party and
enter into an alliance with the
Tories and Liberals.

The strategy of the right wing

Hackney
By Jo Thwaites

HACKNEY,in East London,has
been considered a

__
left-wing

Labour council under the leader-
ship of AnthonyKendall.

But at a borough conference
of the Hackney Labour Parties
and the councillors on April 28,
Kendall was voted out to be
replaced by a new more left
wing leader, HildaKean.

The conference condemned
the outgoing leadership for their
174% rate rise, their hidden cuts,
and their hostile attitude to
tenants and DLO workers who
occupied the St. John’s Area Base
in exasperation at the council's
failure to make adequate provi-
sion for housing repairs.

Resolutions were also carried
pledging a fight against rate-
capping and a commitment not to
co-operate with any government
officials in calculating the level of
grant for next year. This means
not using the ‘appeals’ system sct

 

up. by the

=
Torics whereby

councils can appeal against figures
set if they accept conditions
imposed by the Tories on expen-
diture.

However. the Left did) not
make a clean sweep, and other
key positions in the council and
Labour group are still held by the
old regime.

 
 

By Pete Keenlyside
 

is to refuse to recognise any meet-
ings in which they are a minority
and to cling to the illusion that
they still run the Labour group
and therefore the Council.

They then hope they can go
to the Council AGM on May 23
and get their people elected. At
the same time they are appealing
to the NEC to reverse their
decision.

Thatpositionis clearly absurd.
For a start, as the 25 of us found,
you can’t appeal to the NEC over

a decision that the NEC has made.
We have been reinstated and that
is that. Only annual conference
can reverse it.

.

As Eric Heffer, this year’s
chair of the Labour Party pointed
out, the AGM of the Labour
group wascalled by the NEC and
that is the only meeting that is
recognised by them. By refusing
to accept the decisions of that
meeting the right wing are cutting
themselves off from every level of
the Party. ,

The problem now is going to
be getting enovgh votes to put
those decisions on what admin-

istration the council should have
through the meeting on the 23rd.

There are 99 seats on the
Council and the left have 41. Te
get the extra nine votes needed
some hard bargaining has beer
going on with people previously
connected with the right. Severai
of them have been promised
chairs of committees in return
for their support.

While there is nothing wronz
with this, providing it does no:
compromise the left’s ability to
get its policies implemented. i:
does have the effect of leaving
matters to small negotiating meei-
ings. What is needed as well is
the mobilisation of Party mem-
bers to oppose the right and pu:
maximum pressure on would-be
waverers.

Unfortunately a meeting of
the District Party last Wednes-
day rejected proposals from
Socialist Organiser supporters
that would have helped brins
this about.

Yet at the end of the day.
even if the left win on the 23rd.
without the full involvement o-
the movement as a whole. no:
even the most brilliant tactics:
manoeuvring will see us through
the comingbattles.

Conferenceagainst the cuts called by :
Liverpool City Council

Saturday June 23
PhilharmonicHall, Hope St., Liverpool

Invited speakers include
Tony Benn,David Blunkett,Alex Kitson, Arthur Scargill

Rodney Bickerstaffe, Dennis Skinner, Ken Livingstone
Upto five delegates from labour movement

organisations
Credentials £2 from Andy Pink, Central Support Unit.

Liverpool City Council,Dale St, Liverpool
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Scots turnout for solidarity
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LABOUR MPshave responded to
the resignation of Tory junior
minister Keith Hampson by agita-
ting about the “security implica-
tions”.

They should instead be
denouncing the foul way that
Hampsonhas been witch-hunted.
The fact that Hampson is a Tory
does not affecttheissue.

Hampson was arrested for
‘indecent asault’ in a gay club.
The alleged assault was on a
plainclothes policeman — who
went to the club specifically in
orderto get ‘assaulted’.

The police operation was an
up-market version of what has
been done in Manchester, where
police have drilled holes in the
walls of public toilets and keep
watch so that they can arrest
gay men for causing offence and
disgust to the citizenry — though
in fact the only citizens ‘offen-
ded‘are thepolice spies.

In an addedtwist, the police
and the press between them are
now finding Hampson ‘guilty’ —

beforehe is even charged.
The talk about “security

implications”is a sly and under-
hand way of endorsing anti-gay
bigotry. “Personally I am not
bigoted”. Labour MPs might say.
“Bur we must recognise that
other people are. Therefore gay
people are likely to get black-.

Labour and

=m
Solidarity reciprocated: four of the ‘Stockport Six’ NGA members who wereatthecentre of last year’s dis-
pute with Eddie Shah present food donations to Yorkshire NU.

Cr
Says

mailed. Therefore we must watch
out for gays and exclude them
from important positions...”

Labour should commit itself
to repealing all anti-gay legisla-
tion and affirming that lesbians
and gays have as much right as
heterosexuals to a sex life free
from interference by cops and
bigots.

Agent Orange

 

US chemical corporations have
agreed to pay $180 million in
compensation to 40,000 Vietnam
veterans affected by ‘Agent
Orange’.

This chemical-warfare weapon
was sprayed in large quantities
over Vietnam during a three-year
period, and the veterans say that
it has caused extra cases of cancer
and circulatory diseases among
them andtheirfamilies.

The corporations have no
plans to pay a single cent compen-
sation to the people of Vietnam.

A chance for Len?
LEN Murray couki of course
try private enterprise instead.
John Boyd (sorry, Sir John
Boyd), former general secretary
of the AUEW, has just been
appointed a director of ICL. And
there are a few other jobs where
thatcamefrom.

E
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IM president Jack Taylor.
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Scott Lithgow THERE was widespread
strike action throughout
Scotland on May 9 in
response to the STUC’s call
for a Day of Action in sup-
port of the miners.

In the West of Scotland,
rail services were virtually at
a standstill. Workplacesunder
threat, or recently © under
threatof closure — such as the

and Kincaid
shipyards in Port Glasgow —

were shut down for the day.
Clydebridge steelworks
struck. And many other
strongly unionised workplaces
like the two Rolls Royce plants
in Hillingtonand East Kilbride
were outon strike.

There was also strong sup-
port for the Day of Action

“among local government and
public service unions. By far
the largest contingents on the
Glasgow demonstration were
those of NALGO and EIS (the
teachers’ union in Scotland),
and there was a large and

_vocal NUPEcontingent,too.
Also present on the demon-

stration, though in much
smaller numbers, were con-
tingents from unions where
the leadership had given no

backing to the Day of Action:
the EETPU and the Inland

 

By StanCrooke
 

RevenueStaff Federation.
The Daily Record, the

largest-circulation
_

Scottish
morningpaper, did not appear
on the Dayof Action after the
editor refused to print a short
statement from SOGAT in
support of the miners on the
front page.

The demonstration in Glas-
gow was10,000 strong. But it
could have been bigger, given
that Edinburgh’s demonstra-
tion wasthesamesize.

Bus services, staffed by
TGWU members, were
running normally in Glasgow
and the West of Scotland.
Steelworks other than Clyde-
bridge worked. Despite the
size of the NUPE contingent
on the march, there were
widely differing responses to
the Dayof Action in individual
hospitals.

Some workplaces with a

good track recotd of support
for past Days of Action, such
as Govan shipyards and Weir
Pumps, remained at work, and
others, like Wills Tobacco and
Barr and Stroud, took only
limited action. In many work-
places, donations to the
 

10,000 in Edinburgh
By Ricky Houston

10,000 marched in Edinburgh on
May 9, and £2,000 wascollected
for the miners’ strike at the rally
after the march.

Ancillary staff at the Royal
Infirmary were out for the day,
and the biggest contingents were

from public service unions. The
National League of the Blind and
Disabled also had a contingent.

Alex Wood, the new leader of
Edinburgh Council following
Labour’s victory in the May 3

_elections, spoke at therally.

 Uniting the nation
“I have always thought that
the Queen is a very nice per-
son indeed. Today confirmed
that view,” so Greater Lon-
don Council leader Ken
Livingstone assured the press
after the Royal opening of
the ThamesBarrier last Tues-
day, 8th.

If Len Murray fails to get the
seat in the House of Lords which
he surely must deserve on his
retirement from the TUC,thenhe
could do better than rage impo-
tently at the ingratitude of the
ruling class. He could look at
what Ken has done and learn
from him.

So Len Murray did help sell
out a few strikes. But when did
he ever invite the Queen to open
the TUC Congress? Bill Sirs
showed what could be done by
making Prince Charles the guest
of honour at the ISTC confer-
ence a few years back, but Len
remained set in his stuffy old
ways.

Len Murray has often tried to
create a common front between
the TUC and the bosses’ organis-
ation, the CBI, and he has pressed
strongly for the TUC to work-
co-operatively with the Tories.
But still his understanding of the
need for broad alliances looks
feeble indeed compared to Ken,
whoin this sphere could shine as
the very model of a thoroughly
modern Eurocommunist.

Tory MPs, SDP PR men,
malcontent Lords, and now the
Queen — there’s an alliance for
you! Ofcourse, if you defend the
GLC with such an alliance, you
have to throw talk of trade union
action against abolishing the
council out of the window. But
you may win a vote in the Lords.

.

And Len Murray has never been

very strong on trade union action,
either: the difference is that Ken
knows how to get the tinsel and
glitter, and Len doesn’t.

Lookat the latest issue of the
GLC’s freesheet, ‘The Londoner’
— a tasteful little royal crown
emblem in the masthead, and a
big picture of the Queen. You
neverfindthatsort of imaginative
graphics on TUC pamphlets, do
you?

US trade. union leaders —

people who in the business of
class collaboration outstrip the
Congress House crew just as US
capitalists outstrip British capital-
ists in profit-making — lead the
singing of the US national anthem
at the end of big trade union
demonstrations. And they haven’t
even got a House of Lords to go
to! When did you ever hear Len
Murray closing a demonstration
with ‘God Save the Queen’?

Len Murray has obviously
remained stuck in the grey pages
of minutes, circulars and reports,
rather than broadening his out-
look and reading Eric Hobsbawm
on the need for the Left to
appropriate the symbols and
images of patriotism to its own
purpose. True, Ken Livingstone
probably hasn’t read Hobsbawm
either, but at least he has had the
good: sense to take advice from
those who have.

Of course,it’s all too late now
for Len Murray. Andindeed,per-
haps it has been too late for a
long while. To bow to the Queen,
to ingratiate yourself with Lords,
to woo Tories and to get elected
president of the Young Liberals
is not enough. To get the full
value you must first establish a
reputation as a red revolutionary
before you do these things.

After all, if a sober, greyly-
conservative citizen like Len
Murray were now heard saying
that the Queen is a nice person,

who would take much notice?
Everyone knows that she is the
Queen of the Conservative
Nation: the point is to prove that
she is the Queen of the whole
nation, Left and Right, humble
and haughty.

Only when the endorsement
comes from someone like cheap-
fares, gay-lib, free-Ireland Ken
does it have real value in shoring
up the ideological props of the
monarchy and the established
system.

 
miners’ strike fund were
organised rather than strike
action.

Most union leaderships did
not campaign for—strike
action. Instead they simply
“urged support’’, a formula
which can mean all things to
all people. Nor did the leader-
ship of the Scottish TUC,
attempt to rally the troops.
STUC General Secretary
Jimmy Milne and fellow Exec-
utive Council members were
on a trip to Moscow until the
eve of May 9.

Support for the Day of
Action wasalso limited by the
media’s success in promoting
the image of a deeply divided
NUMand focusing attention
on certain areas of Notting-
hamshire.

The line that the miners
were trying to shut down
Ravenscraig completely, and
thus destroy other people’s
jobs, also had some impact.

But what now?From the
platform at the rally after the
Glasgow demonstration there
were only general appeals to
maintain and step upfinancial
supportfor theminers.

Whateverthe limitations of
support for the Day of Action
— and they were magnified
out of all proportion by the
media — it did mark a tremen-
dous step forward in rallying
the forces to win the miners’
fight.

It is necessary to follow up
the Dayof Action by taking the
argumentsto therank andfile.
The truth about Nottingham-
shire and Ravenscraig needs
to be got across.

Class-wide
And the central political

importance of the miners’
fight needs to be re-empha-
sised. The Tories are not just
fighting one group of workers,
but attempting to break the
back of the trade union move-
ment. A class-wide mobilisa-
tion is necessary to defeat
them.

If we can take up and-win
such arguments, then theway
is open to indefinite general
strike action and not just
further Days of Action, which
can be used bythetrade union
bureaucracy as a “‘safety
valve’’.
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Miners Special A ‘Policewatch’ group has
been set up in Sheffield to
monitor police operations
during the miners’ dispute.
They explain:

Operation Policewatch was
set up at a meeting in Sheffield
on April 16. Teams of six to
ten observers have been work-
ing in relays, monitoring
police activities.
 olice out

of the
coalfields!

Police confrontpicketsat Lea Hall, Staffordshire
THE POLICEhave been planning for thisstrike since 1972.

With their flying pickets in 1972. the miners were rediscovering a
tactic not used by the British working class for decades. The police
were caught on thehop and overwhelmed.

They planned for the next time.
They have centralised themselves. They have created special squads

— Special Patrol Groups, Instant Response Units.

They have acquired new legal powers under the Tory antiunion laws
— and grabbed other,illegal, powers for themselves de facto by simply
ignoring the legal rights of citizens and suspects. They are now in the
process of getting those de factopowers made legal with the new Police

They have trained themselves in such operations as the 1981 youth
riots, ‘Operation Swamp’ in Brixton, and the vicious assault on an anti
National Front demonstration in Southall in 1979 whichkilledBlair
Peach.

They have learned from the methods of the police and the army in
Northern Ireland. Kenneth Newman,current chief of the Metropolitan
Police. was previously chief of NorthernIreland’s police.

Firearms have been distributed to police more and mére frequently,
withresults like the shooting of Stephen Waldorf.

 
Each time the police get away with some new strong-arm

tactic, they pave the way for that tactic to become regular
practicethereafter.

If the police get away with their operation against the miners. then
every future workers’ struggle will be at risk.

But resistance is growing. Anger is growing among the picketing
miners. In the same arsenal of working-class history that the flying
picket came from, there is an answer to this strong-arm policing: the
organised workers’ defence squad. Such squads have been commonin
strikes in the US.

LabourParties have been putting pressure on the Labour representa-
tives on police authorities,and those representatives have been breaking
the silence of decades, refusing extra funds for the anti-picket opera-
tions, That first step needs to be backed up with further demands for
each -local police force to withdraw from the centralised operation.
Police authoritieshave very limited powers. but they can call for the
resignation of Chief Constables if they refuse to comply with the
authority’sdemands. Such a call would be a considerable political blow
against thisovert class-warfarepolicing.

The police force is a weaponof the ruling class. We cannotafford to
let it gain in power and arrogance.

Marchagainst the PoliceBill May 19,Noon, Hyde Park
|
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Generally, observers have
found police officers are far
more willing to release infor-
mation to observers than to
pickets. For example, divulg-
ing numbers on_ uniforms.
Pickets themselves state that
the presence of observers
makes a marked difference to
police behaviour — obviously,
this is not something that we
can test!

But on several occasions
Policewatch teams have been
turned back bypolice officers
and threatenedwitharrest.

Watching the cops!
It seems that there is no

clear legal basis for police
turning membersof the public
away from the coalfields. On
each occasion our teams have
made it absolutely clear that
they were present merely as
independentlegal observers.

Nevertheless, the police
alleged that they might, by
their mere presence, contri-
bute towards a ‘breach of the
peace’.

Contact: Sheffield Police-
watch, 73 West Street, Shef-
field S1 4EQ.
 

tN action!
Ollerton Colliery: ‘‘only three
pickets, plus an NUM official
were allowed to stand on the
pavement of the road leading
to the colliery . . .

when one
picket shouted ‘scab’ a Metro-
politan Police Sergeant
warned him thathe waslikely
‘to cause a breach of the
peace’’.
Between Sheffield and
Bentinck Colliery: ‘Were
stopped just before Selston
on B600 by Notts. police.
After questioning we were
allowed through.

We were stopped again on
minor road to Annesley
Woodhouse also by Notts.
police who again allowed us
through after questioning ...

Between Annesley Wood-
house and Bentinck Colliery
stopped a further three times
— the fast two by City of
London Police...

The police at road blocks
close to Bentinck Colliery
said the pit was not working
(not true) and there are no
pickets whatsoever (also
untrue}.””

Reports collected by Shef-
field Policewatch.

ON Wednesday May 9 32 miners
were arrested on the picket line
at Florence Colliery, Stoke on
Trent.

200 miners on 5.30 am picket
duty were matched by 200 police,
some mounted on horses. As the
scabs arrived, some of them
enticed the pickets to fight. Four
pickets, but no_scabs, were
arrested.

Then mostof the pickets went
to the nearby NCB fuel distribu-
tion premises at Longton, where
they moveda trailer to block the
main access road and prevent coal
lorries getting in and out of the
premises. Then the trailer caught
fire.

The police arrived five minutes
later and picked up 28 suspects
‘at random’ — theyjust happened
to be the hard core pickets at
Florence.

The men were detained for
14 hours at the police station.
Charges of criminal damage have

- now been brought, and they were
also threatenedwith conspiracy
charges, though there are no wit-
nesses or hard evidence. ‘

Most of the pickets who were
not arrested, went to protest at
the police station.

Mark Dobson,Stoke SO.

A blue police van pulled up. A
numberof policemen got out and
three of them ran across the road,
and the next minute I saw them
dragging Mr. L. Tomlinson back
across the road.

They took him on to the pave-
ment and threw him up against
the van. I started to cross the
toad. WhenI wasin the middle of
the road I saw that they were
being rough with him putting the
handcuffs on him.

Extracts from statement by
Mrs B Woods

A police van pulled up. Three
policemen got out and ran across
the road and grabbed Leonard,
then they ran him backacross the
road up to the side of the van. In
my opinion it was done veryforcefully, as we had not heard
any arguments from the fellow
arrested. The police took him
round the side of the van against
the pavement. We heard him
thrownagainst the van.

Extract from statement by
Mrs Lynne Humphreys

Between 4 am and 4.30 on Friday
27 April 1984, I was walking to
the picket line at Ollerton
Colliery and I was stopped by
three policemen. They asked me
where I was going and I said
“OllertonColliery picket line”.
They then asked me, was I
official, and I said I was — I
carried a card.

One of the. policemen said
“Can I see your card”, which I
took out of my top pocket and

ve to him. He read it and
anded it to the biggest one of

the three. After he had read it I
asked for it back.

-The big one tore it up and
threw it on the ground and said
“That’s what we thinkabout the
pickets” I said they were nowt
but a bunch of sods and they
weren’t stopping me going on the
picket line. and I turned away to
cross the road.

I was about half way across
the road when they grabbed me
and two of them held me up
against the Cricked Ground fence
and onestarted hitting me round
the body. After they finished I
was on my knees, winded. and
feeling a lot of pain.

Whilst the policemen were
hitting me about half a dozen
men were walking to Ollerton
Colliery down Walesby Lane. I
shouted for help but they just
kept walking.

Later I went down to the
Ollerton picket line. I was stand-
ing at the front and I told the
police who were on duty that 'd
been beaten up in the morning
but I wasstill back on the picket
line, and I would keep coming
back until this dispute was
settled.

Extract from statement by
Robert Cooper

Statements about police
behaviour are being collected
at Ollerton Strike HQ. Phone
Pete, Mansfield 862790.

I Independent video and film makers -~~

| throughout the country have got together
to producea series of videos putting the

I case for the miners as it is never seen onBBC orITV.

of Mineworkers: Kent;
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I Cash is needed to complete the tapes.
Send to Miners Campaign Tape Project,| 13 Tankerton House, Tankerton Street,
London WCIH 8HW. Endorsed by the

| following areas of the National Union —
South Wales;

. i Derbyshire; Northumberland;Yorkshire.
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TGWU dockers in Scotland
have been narrowly headed

_off from striking in protest|against a scab operation last
Friday to unload imported
coal for Ravenscraig steel-
works.

That same day,rail, steel
and coal union leaders had
reached a compromise agree-
ment on supplies to. Ravens-

The works would
receive 18,060 tonnes of coal
per week by rail, and the scab

'

deliveries by lorry would be
ended.

But crane operators at
Hunterston — membersof the
steel union ISTC — were co-
operating with a scab opera-
tion to take a huge consign-
mentof coal — 68,000 tonnes
— to Ravenscraig.

At a TGWUScottish docks
group meeting on Tuesday
15th, according to theGuard-
ian, “delegates demanded an
immediate strike of Scot-
land’s 3,500 dockers’’. Full-
time official James Gilligan,
however, managed to post-
pone the strike and asserted
that the issue had “nothingto
do with the miners’ dispute”’!

Scottish miners’ president
Mick McGahey promised
support to the dockersif they
did strike.

Friday’s compromise deal
was problematic anyway.
According to ASLEF Scottish
organiser Johnny Walker, it
represented “between 10 and
11 trainloads”, as compared
with the 14 trainloads origin-
ally. demanded by British
Steel, but. the press has
defined it as 13 trainloads.

However, the deal is now
waste paper. And picketing
miners may legitimately feel
bitter about the way it was
arranged overtheirheads.

The last attempt at .a mass
‘picket at Ravenscraig was on
Monday (7th). Since then,
pickets had beenoflittle more
thantoken.

One factor was the Notting-
hamshiretacticsof the police:
stopping miners en route for
the plant and arresting those
who refused to turn back. Over
200 flying pickets were arres-
ted in a. single swoop on
Thursday10th.

Another factor was that
pickets went instead to
Hunterston, the BSC fuel

'

depot from which the coal was
being transported to Ravens-

 

Ravenscraig:
stop steel

| production!
craig. Some 1,500 pickets
turned up there on Tuesday,
(8th) and were savagely
attackedby policewithhorses.

Still, on Monday, 7th, NUM
Scottish President Mick
McGahey had promised a
mass picket by miners from
Northumberland,Durham and
Yorkshire the next day. Come
Tuesday, there were only 40-
odd pickets.

The following day, May 9,
.was Scottish TUC Day of

Action, and a natural day for
calling a mass picket. But
there were only some 30
miners, plus the same number
of NALGO members.

Thursday 10th was even
worse. 200 jorry-loads of coal
were brought in within the
space of 24 hours. By Thurs-
day night there was just one
picket left, and the police
polished him off by arresting
him for breach of the peace
(shouting at the scab lorry
drivers).

/This downward_spiral
shows that the NUM leader-
ship in Edinburgh must have
dropped the tactic of mass
picketing before the Triple
Alliance meeting on the 11th.

And the Friday settlement
took place without any consul-
tation with the membership of
the unionsinvolved.

There was also a major
failure to take the arguments
to rank and file members of
the ISTC in Ravenscraig.

  orl
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mining communities
will not only win and
more important we
and roll backtheyez

_

Wewillturn theti
employment. We wil
recovery, and we wi
to elect a Labour go

AS THE miners’ pickets turned to
stations this week, electricians’ u
Eric Hammond set himself- firm
Tories’ side against them.

Hammond, successor to Frank
general secretary of the EETP
union conference:

“We in this union are not prep
our strength to bring down elect
ments.

“Who do these nursery revo
think they are kidding? Abandon o

for law and parliamentary demog
trade unions are defenceless.

“There are other powers exerting
in the balance of our. society, some
command disciplined men with gi
hands.

“If we remove — if we provide
cation for removing — the muzzle o

these hounds, wewillnot be quickl
Now the Police Federation,

teckons that the police roadbla
against the miners’ pickets may be d

miners may support “the law and
tary democracy”’ ten times over,
doesn’t impress the Tories, and it da
the miners when blue-uniformed.
dragging them from their cars or
them withhorses on a picketline.
 Biting in Notts

The NUM hasreleased these figures
Production

;

14 April
Bevercotes 14,600
Bilsthorpe 13,801
Blidworth 7,059
Clipstone 13,000
Cresswell 7,800
Harworth 17,500
Mansfield 15,486
Ollerton 18,632
Rufford 9,448 .
Sherwood 8,284
Silverhill 9,573
Sutton 10,384
Thoresby 35,214
Welbeck 17,501

TOTAL. 198,282

.

- Fall in
Production - Production
28 April %

9,000 38.5
9,100 34.1
2,927 © 58.8
8,001 38.5
3,050 61.0
9,800 44.0

10,221 34.0
5,330 124
3,243 65.8
4,246 48.0
7,110 25.8
7,817 25.0

11,327 68.0
4,822 72.5

95,994 51.8
 

TO beat the miners, the
Tories are using their old tac-
tic of divide and rule. By
making steelworkers fear for
their jobs and by threatening
to close steel plants if produc-
tion is not maintained, they
set miners and steelworkers
against each other.

Miners can only allow suf-
ficient coal into the plants to
keep the furnaces in working
order. If additional coal is
allowed in and_ substantial
quantities of steel are
produced, even at a reduced

flevel, this weakens theminers’ strike, but does
absolutely nothing to guaran-
tee the future of steelworkers
jobs.

Those who say production
must be maintained to pro-
tect jobs are playing straight
imto Thatcher’s hands.

For the miners to win it
ss vital steel production is

,kalted with the knock-oneffect this would have on

  
_By Pete Gilman

industry. Anything prevent-
ing this, be it steelworkers
using scab coal, right wing
union leaders encouraging
this (supposedly to protect .
jobs but their record on pro-
tectingjobs speaksforitself),
or alternatively deals between
NUM officials and the BSC
allowing coal in, helps to
strangle the strike and lead to
a crushing defeat for the
miners.

The Tories and the BSC
.plan to close at least one
major steel plant (probably
Ravenscraig), and possibly
others. They plan to do this
anyway, no matter what
happens to those &. plants
during the miners’ strike.
They planned plant closures
and a substantial cutback in

- steel long before the strjke
began.

The difference is now they

Unite to fight MacGregor
will blame the miners.

Theonly thing which can
save the steel plants is the
strength of the trade unions
to prevent their closure. A
victory for the miners will
increase that strength and
weaken. the Tories. A defeat
will tremendously strengthen
the Tories, substantially
weaken the trade union
movement and make those
closures a certainty.

Moreover, if the miners
are victorious they will add
their muscle to preventing
steel plant closures. But if
they are defeated they can do
nothing when Thatcher
carries out the already
decided closure programme.

Miners and_ steelworkers
have a .common interest.
They must stand united
against a commonenemy,the
Tory government and

_
its

butcher MacGregor; whose
butchery they both know so
well.

JOHN
HARRIS

 ‘Make no mistake,we're
THE OPERATION in the

CEGB to burn oil instead of
coal is costing the tax payer
£20 million a week with
foreign oil 50% more expen-
sive than British coal.

This Tory government are
so paranoid in their deter-
mination to smash_the
miners, they are prepared to
tax the British taxpayers to
the tune of £1,450 million so

Mansfield colliery,Notts: Policegrab a picketasa scab jeers

 

Extracts from Arthur Scargill’s speech at Mansfield
on May 14.

far.
In fact Thatcher compared ~

it to the cost of the Falklands
war. Well I’ve got one
message. She was successful
in the Falklands, but she'll
lose thisbattle.

And not only must we
ensure when this dispute is

over that we get a sensible
increase in pay, a four-day
working week, a rent reduc-

_

tion scheme, early retirement
and not redundancy. We must
also ensure there will be no

‘more overtime and we’ve got
to get rid of the divisive
incentive scheme.

 



‘S OUT!
d fileof thismovement, thewhole

and theleadership of thisunion,
ve our pits and save our jobs — but
pave thewayfor thetransformation
ofThatcherism.
and turn unemploymentinto

economic ruin into economic
avethewayfor a general election

ent pledged to our industry’.
ArthurScargill,Mansfield,May 14
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Blind obedience and loyalty to the estab-
lished order by the labour movement will not
keep the “muzzle” on the Tories’ hounds. All
our rights and protections depend on struggle.

Law is class law. The ‘referee’ in the class
struggle is in fact a player on the otherside.
The labour movement cannot afford blindly
to obey the laws of the ruling class. It needs
its own law and order.

Could a general strike bring down the
government? Once really underway, indeed it
could. In fact, it could do alot more. It would
paralyse the established system of ruling class
adminstration, and begin to develop an alter-
native — and much more genuinely democra-
tic — system of working class administration.

But none of that could happen without the
workers involved wanting it. Despite the lies
of the media, strikes in individual workplaces
and industries cannot be engineered by tiny
groups of conspirators. The same goes for
general strikes.

Massive pit closures, however, can be, and
are being, engineered by small groups of con-
spirators! :

Ian MacGregor never asked Eric Hammond
whether pit closures are acceptable. Only the
working class has to consult Eric Hammond’s
code of democratic behaviour before it strikes
a blow in the class struggle.
  ona winner’

Pve got the Coal Board’s . vative government supports
figures which show that
orth Notts they’ve lost
of production, in South

S$ approaching 50% loss.

you, the Daily Express, ITV
and the BBC, there’s some-
thing radically wrong with
the position you’re holding”.

production. And_this There’s something wrong
h in the media have the with the situation where they
city to say they’re require 10,000 police in order
ing normally.
want to say to every

s miner, “Examine your
ience. When the Conser-

 
to ensure that some mem-
bers can go through picket
lines

.

Last Saturday was one of
the most historic and mom-
entous demonstrations I have
ever seen. 10,000 women
working in the industry and
miners’ wives demonstrated
in South Yorkshire against
the: pit closure programme.

 

The women are not just
working in kitchens, but out
on the picket lines fighting
withus. :

Make no mistake we’re
on a winner. And I’m telling
you this, if we’ve got to stop
out till November or Decem-
ber, we'll: beat this Coal
Board and government.
 

BIRMINGHAM. Trades Council
has “adopted” Birch Coppice
strikers in Warwickshire. At this

so far come out.
Because the strikers are in the

minority, and the Warwickshire
District Hardship Fund is con-
trolled by scabs, (“I don’t know
how they’ve got the nerve to turn
up to meetings, but they do’,
commented one Birch Coppice
striker) the strikers and their
families are in a desperate situa-
tion.

The Birch Coppice strikers
have joined forces with those at
Baddersley pit where the situation
is even worse — only ten men are
striking and most of the lodge
committee is working so they
haven’t even got access to lodge
funds!

But the strikers are undaunted
and have set up their ownstrike
committees and hardship fund.
Wendy Coxson (wife of the Birch
Coppice hardship fund treasurer,
John Coxson), explained tg the
Birmingham Trades Coutncil
solidarity bulletin how they are
getting organised. :

“We have been able to collect
money which has been used to

of striking miners. This is being
done on a weekly basis, except

 pit about 30% of the miners have
.

buy food parcels for the families

 Adopting apit —

for the single men, whoarereceiv-
ing no DHSS. Wegive them the
choice of a food parcel or the
value in cash.

North Staffs
FOR the last seven weeks the
strike in the North Staffs. coal-
field has been moreor less solid.
Only at Florence colliery has

 

_

there been any sizeable scabbing.
About 300 out of a workforce of
1100 have been goingin.

One of the most important
areas for picketing locally is the
coal stocks at Holditch colliery,
where there are 85,000 tonnes.
Last week seven lorries from
Smith’s of Clitheroe in Lanca-
shire burst through picket lines
at Holditch to take out coal.
Members of the NUM claim that
the Board gave the first five loads
away free as a means to ensure
that the line would be broken.

One picket was coshed by a
lorry driver. All the drivers were
TGWU members, and all claimed
that they were instructed by the
TGWU full-timer in Bolton to
cross the picketline.

It is rumoured that the even-
tual destination of the coal is
Ravenscraig, but wherever it’s
going it must be stopped. .

 Phone
POST Office Engineering
Union general treasurer David
Norman has made an appeal
for the POEU to be allowed
to take part in.or conduct an
investigation into allegations
that miners’ phonesare being
tapped. This follows-a letter
from the Westminster POEU
‘Branch,circulated nationally.

Since the beginning of the
strike, many miners actively
involved in the strike have
reported an unusually high
level of interference and calls
going dead on their telephone
lines.

One picket organiser I
spoke to said that to test
whether or not their lines
wére tapped, miners in his
area had organised a dummy
mass picket over the phone.

A handful of pickets were
sent to the appointed place —

and found

a
large contingent

of police. A police sergeant
actually asked them “Where
are the rest of you? There’s
suposed to be more.” Inci-
dents like this certainly back
up the strikers’ claims.

Phone tapping can be
catried out quite easily. The
phone tapping ‘“‘Midnight
Busbys” can gain entry to
telephone exchanges to put
on the taps unseen. An inves-
tigation by POEU engineers
could probably track down
the taps, but the POEU can-
not officially conduct an
investigation or reveal proof

 

WE WILL EATCRASS
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Miner's wife in Barnsley — Saturday May 12

  
  
  
  
 

union queries taps
By Ricky Houston

of tapping unless Parliament
grants immunity from prose-
cution under the Official
Secrets Act. Any evidence
presented without such
immunity would almost cer-
tainly lead to sackingand jail

seritences(like Sarah Tisdall!)
Home Secretary Leon

Brittan and the Thatcher war
cabinet can therefore choose
if and when to reveal the
truth behind the miners’
clams — unless POEU
members break the Officia
Secrets Act. :
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Support Committees:
Cardiff: c/o Room 219, Trans- -

port House, 1 Cathedral Road.
Birmingham: c/o Trade Union
Resources Centre, 7 Frederick St.,
Bi 3HE. :

South London:c/o Joan Twelves,
1 Alverstone House, Kennington
Park Estate, SE11.
Manchester; c/o FTAT,37 Anson
Road, Victoria Park, M14.
Brent Miners’ Solidarity Com-
mittee, c/o Local. Economy
Resource Unit, 389 Willesden
High Road, NW10. Ken Evans,
459 6221.
Notts miners’ rank and file strike
committee: Paul Whetton, 10
Nicholas Place, Tuxford, Newark
NG22 OHU.
Joint Lodges, c/o Aberaman
Strike Centre, Aberaman876112,
Birch Coppice Strike Committee,
c/o Hughie Clarke, 89 Kitwood
Aven., Dordon, Tamworth,Staffs.
Phone Tamworth 895430.
Womenagainst pit closures:
Thurnscoe: Sheila Jow, 105,
Lidget Lane, Thurnscoe, Near
Rotherham.
Blidworth. Doreen Humber, 50,
Thorney Abbey Road, Blidworth,
Mansfield, Notts. 7

CONTACT ADDRESSES
Edlington: Veronica Balderson,
62, Blowhall Cres., Edlington,
Doncaster.
Birch
Wendy
896069
Barnsley. Ann Hunter, 5 Pack-
horse Gn, Silkstone;near Barnsley
phone 791187.
Maerdy Wives Support Commit-
tee, c/o Maerdy Strike Centre,Ferndale 755 301.

Coppice wives’
Coxson,

group,
Tamworth

Oakdale, Gwent: 82 Markham
Cres., Oakdale, Blackwood,
Gwent. 0495 220158.
Celyen' North, Gwent. c/o
Dorothy Phillips, 13 Thorn Ave.,
Newbridge, Gwent. 0495 245000.
Rugeley, Staffs: Mrs Jackson, 9
Woodlands, Handsacre, Rugeley,
Staffs. Mrs Southwell, Rugeley
6179.
Littleton, Staffs: 6 Tower Road,
High Green, Hednesford. Linda
Platen, Hednesford 76614.
Merton, Durham. Hetton-e-Hat:
267641.
Sheffield Women Against ?P't
Closures. Kath Kackey, Sneffe'c
381594 or 454163.
Sheffield Trades Counci! We-vers
Support Commiitee. co Sees
TC, Trades and Lapor Suc
Taibot St.,S2 2TG. TM ore 2h364

 



   JOHN
SMITH
(IFL)
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IN A_ long overdue move,
TUC general secretary Len
Murray has’ written to the
Polish embassy to protest

‘about the torture of ‘Solidar-
nose members held in prison
in Poland.

Andrzej Slowik, chair of the
Lodz region of Solidarnosc,
has been on hunger strike
since December 17 together
with other prisoners at Barc-
zewojail, including Trotskyist
Edmund Baluka. The hunger
strike is organisedin relays.

Their demandsare for the

Jaruzelski’s coal

ORT,
uzelski’s jails

restoration of rights won after
a previous hunger strike ir

i
ae 2Discussing the way forward

A POLISH government dele-
gation is visiting Britain this
week — trying to profit from
the miners’ strike by getting
new customers for imported
Polish coal.

-
Poland has already been

increasing its supplies of coal
to British wholesalers.

 
September. Andrzej Slowik
described what they won then 

Each week wewillbe carrying commentsandletters from miners and strike supportactivists
ON April 18, the Coalville and
Meir Miners’ Wives’ Committees
went to the Florence colliery
picketline after a demonstration.

The women soon showedthat
they know how to picket. Where
the men simply shouted at the
scabs the women followed them
for yards, haranguing them all the
way.

After a while the official six
pickets shouted to the women for
six of them to take over. The six
women turned away more miners
than the six men so the police
movedin.

They asked the women to
move because they were not
official pickets because they were
not members of the NUM. (This
technicality could easily be
solved. All women involvedin the
wives Support Committees should
be made members of the NUM,
and have their own wives’
aranches;.

Arthur Bough. Stoke

 

One strategy that has been
suggested by a number.of pickets
is to threaten the Board with the
removal of all cover on the super
pits like Selby, whilst keeping it
on the old threatenedpits. Given
that it’s these pits the Board is
interested in, and the Tories want
to privatise, they will not allow
the millions of pounds of invest-
mentthere to be destroyed, the
picketsargue.

Another tactic being argued
for is occupations of the pits,
because it is much more difficult
for thepolice to get miners out of
the pit than it is for them to get
scabsintoit.

Some miners are also critical
of inefficientpicket organisation,
and-are arguing for proper picket
rotas to be established and
enforced.

Arthur Bough, Stoke

THERE seems to Be an almost
instinctive tendency amongst
socialists to criticise. unfortunate-
(> thir seems to he mainivdirec-

ries! corsever
 
  

win AM UW SOME
ae co Tele oe
er TS OM Mee

stroke ofgenius. It’s still up in my
window and it’s caused lots of
discussion in the area. The whole
paper was refreshing because it
didn’t try and saythe same thing
over and over again but hadclear,
concise analysis along with clear
instructions on action.

The coverage of YTShas been
of a similar quality. So let’s have
more graphics which can be fly-
posted, andless hackjournalism.

; JIM WELLS
Birmingham

P.S. Can’t we also forget
bitchy, back-bitingcomments on
other socialist groups. Most
readers have the intelligence to
judge these antics for themselves.

WOULD the miners be much
stronger, psychologically and
physically, if during the present
struggle, at appropriate times,
they not only moved in more
compact bodies (10, 100, 500,
1,000, etc) but wore their,normal
working clothes, clothes which
provide protection (especially the
helmets) and command consid-
erable authority and widespread
remreci”

DAVIDHARRIS
west Sussex

 
NUM leaders visited the

Polish embassy on Friday
llth to try to get these
imports stopped. But the
bureaucrats who are willing
to shoot down Polish miners
who fight for union rights
will not readily show any
sympathy—with British
miners.

in an interview with an under-
ground Solidarnosc newspaper
whenhegotoutof jail for his
father’sfuneral.

“In the first place, we are
now together . . . They are
preparing a reading room,
whichall the prisoners will be
able to use.

‘For the time being they
have installed a television in
our cell; each day we discuss
the news. Wehavestarted to
receive some weeklypapers.

“They have not, in fact,
confirmed that we can have
the light on after 9 p.m., but
they do not turn the poweroff
then. We have an additional
lamp and can read in the even-
ings.

“‘We also have a_ tape-
recorder and cassettes for
learning languages.

“They have -made us a.
screen out of a bed sheet for
the toilet . . . They provided
our cell with scissors and

Len Murray
shaving gear. We are also
allowed to wear our own
underwear, sweaters, scarves,
gloves, apart from prison
clothes.’’

Nowtheprisoners have had
those rights taken away and
are being held separately.

Hunger strikes have also
been organised in other Polish
prisons, though information
about themis scarce.

In Strzelin jai! 13 prisoners
went on hunger strike from
November 26, demanding
political prisoner status, better
conditions, more visits, and no
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restrictions on mail. The
hunger. strike was provoked

’ by several prisoners getting
food poisoning because of
tainted prison food.

Someof the Strzelin prison-
ers were forced to end their
hunger strike on January 27,
but it appears that a few con-
tinued after that. There is also ©

a hunger strike at Braniewo
jail.

(Information from ‘Voice of
Solidarnosc’ bulletin, ; avail-
able — £8 for six months —

from 314-320 Grays Inn Road,
London WCLX8DP).
 A prisoner’s

“BECAUSE of the situation
at Barczewo, all communica-
tions have been impossible.
For a long time, every trip
outside the sector has been
preceded by a very detailed
search, including being
stripped naked and having to
squat.

Jerzy Kropiwnicki and I
at this point are continuing
our hungerstrike. They [the
prison guards] have been
force-feeding us since Wed-
nesday 11 April 1984: I
refuse to be force-fed, so for
the. last three days | have
been rendered helpless by
first being handcuffed, and
then my mouth is forced
open with the use of torture,
and a lever.

I am using the word
“torture” literally, because
after sitting me in a chair,
they. trample on my toes and
twist my arms and legs —

often in opposite directions.
Or they press my shin bone
hard, against the edge of the
bedframe.

At the same time, others
will wrench my head back
and press hard on the jaw
joints and a doctoror a nurse
goes to work on my jaws
with forceps. When I start to
scream the prongs of the
forceps are inserted between
my teeth, and then they have
me.

All they have to do is
insert the stomach tube and
pour the gruel in. Usually this
will take five or six function-
aries as well as a doctor and
nurse.

One of the nurses has pro-
gressed to torturing me. On
April 12 1984 shestarted to
press very hard on my lymph
nodes. This is very painful.

As you know, I have been
alone in the cell since March
29, 1984. Jerzy Kropiwnicki,
Wladyslaw Frasyniuk;
Taduesz Stanski and Ronuald
Szeremietiew were each given
a month of solitary confine-
ment.

Since yesterday, Frasy-
niuk, Stanski and Szeremet-
iew have been locked up in
the so-called ‘‘thermos flask”
— acell without a toilet,

wateror air. It is constructed
with double walls, double
doors, excellent soundproof-
ing and security. They will
probably stay there for about
24 or 48 hours.

They ended upin there for
demanding to be treated as
political prisoners, including
the right to exercise in the
yard which has been denied
everyone since March 29.

Yesterday, each onesepar-
ately was granted 30 minutes
of exercise, following which
they were locked up in the

 
FROM ‘VOICE OF SOLIDARNOSC’

“thermos”again.
Try to spread this news as

far and as wide as you can. I
hope there will be demon-
strations on 1 May again.this
year. It is important to main-
tain these traditions. Any

- interruption may bring them
to an end for a very long
time.

I send greetings to all who
remember and who continue
to act.

Andrzej Slowik
13 April 1984

BarczewoPrison, Poland

Get ANISED!
Become a supporter of the Socialist
Organiser Alliance -- groupsare.establi-
shed in tr. st large towns. We ask £1.50 a
month minimum (20p unwaged) contri-
bution from supporters.

| want to becomea Socialist Organ-
iser supporter/ | want more inform-
ation.

Send to Socialist Organiser, 28
Middle Lane, LondonN&'8PL.

RSAea
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mm SPOTLIGHT 

Not quite Chandler
SOMEONEwrote after the
first episode of ‘Marlowe’
— ‘‘Whocares whetheror
not it’s Chandler, it’s
wonderful’’.

I wouldn’t go that far, but
it’s pretty good,if you like that
sort of thing(and I do).

1930s Los Angeles — cars,
houses, furniture and even
such details as the lid.the tin
in which police lieutenant
‘Violets’ Magee gets the
purple pastilles which give
him his name — has been
recreated with great care. The
atmosphere is authentically
thatof Chandler’sstories.

Powers Boothe, who played
Jim Jones in the lightly fic-
tionalised television account of
the masssuicide in theGuyana
jungleof nearly 1000 members
of the religious/politicalJones
cult, is a very effective presen-
ce as Marlowe.

But somehowitjars a bit.

— SCIENCE
Cure for AIDS?
ACQUIRED Immune Defic-
iency Syndrome (AIDS)
seems to behave like a virus
infection and there have been
many speculations as'to the
identity of the guilty virus,
including Hepatitis B virus
and African Swine Fever
virus.

The latest candidate seems
the strongest to date and
looks set to shed light not
only on the cause (and
possibly cure) of AIDS but
also on the mechanisms that
underly the development of
cancer.

The story starts with the
discovery of Lymphadeno-
pathy-Associated Virus
(LAV), a year ago by a team
led by Jean-Claude Chermann
of the Institut Pasteur in
Paris. They showed LAV to
be related to a virus called
HTLV-1, itself a past candi-
date for AIDS.

HTLV-1 (Human_T-cell
Leukaemia-lymphoma Virus)
was discovered by Robert
Gallo of the National Cancer
Institute in Bethesda, Mary-
land. Gallo has reported in
the last few weeks his discov-
ery of a relative of HTLV-1
called HTLV-IJI, and it now
seems that LAV and HTLV-
III are one and the same.
Furthermore, both are found
in people. suffering from
AIDSorat risk of AIDS, but
not in healthy people.

None of this is direct
proof, but there is further
circumstantial evidence.
Many scientists believe the
AIDS virus originated in
Central Africa. Gallo believes
Se.266ee eeeeei
| Banners !| Get a banner made for]
jyour trade union or]
j Labour Party organis- |]pation and contribute to ]
| Socialist Organiser|pfunds. Send details of |
design required to Carla |

j Jamison, 75 Freemantle|
Close, Basingstoke. sf.
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Mick Ackersleyreviews
‘Marlowe — Private Eye’
(ITV,Fridays 9pm)
 

_

All right. so who cares about
Chandler? Chandler didn't,
much. There is an oft-told
story that when the 1946
Howard Hawks/Humphrey
Bogart version of ‘The Big
Sleep’ wasnearlyfinished, the
director could not make sense
of the script, and finally man-
aged to get a_ well-oiled
Raymond Chandler on the
other end of the phone to ask
him for an_interpretation.
‘How the hell do I know?’,
said Chandler.

Screen versions of Chandler
have not been good or bad to
the degree thattheywereliter.
al adaptations. Hawks’ version.
of ‘The Big Sleep’ enhanced
the novel, created its own

By Les Hearn

that HTLV-1 and III have a
common ancestor and it is

gg,Known that HTLV-1 infec-
“tion is quite common ‘n
Central Africa.

Not only are AIDS cases
on the increase in Zaire, but
Kaposi’s sarcoma (one of the
diseases that AIDS sufferers
contract) has been knownin
Central Africa for genera-
tions.

It is thought that AIDS
spread from Africa to Haiti,
and the French researchers
have found antibodies to
LAV in both a Zairean
woman and a Haitian man.

AIDS may then have
spread to the US via gay tour-
ists visiting Haiti. Though its
victims are predominantly
gays, others are also at risk
and it seems that all humans
may be susceptible to infec-
tion. For example, Zairean
victims do not seem to fall
into any of the commonrisk
categories while Gallo ‘as
found evidence of HTLV-II
infection in two young chil-
dren which he believes may
have been transmitted via the
placenta or in their mothers’
milk.

So how might LAV/HTLV
III operate? HTLV-I acts or
those white blood cells called
T-helpers, causing them to
proliferate uncontrolledly.
Result — leukaemia.

LAV/HTLV-IIT seems to
act on the T-helpers, stopping
them from proliferatingat all.
Result — AIDS.

This is because the body
needs T-helper cells to
encourage other white blood
cells to make antibodies to
deal with infections.

Thus the two types of
virus may be acting on the
same part of the T-helper
cells — the gene that acts asa
control on cell growth and
division, but having opposing
effects onit.

In the meantime, Gallo’s
team have found a way to
grow HTLV-III/LAV and are
hard at work trying to under-
stand. its actions and find
waysof defeating it:

  
-=;: + + INFO.New Scientist.-

atmosphere of mystery and
murkiness, and turned the
turgidities of the plot to its
advantage.

It turned even the Holly-
wood ‘formula’ demand for a
heroine and a ‘love interest’
to its advantage.Byeffectively
fusing two women from the
book, to create the character
played by Lauren Bacall — a
nasty, even disgusting, chara-
cter in the book — it put:
Chandler’s misogyny under
control.

Compare that with the
Michael Winner/Robert Mit-
chum early-’70s remake. It is
more pedestrian andliterally
true to the original, despite
being set in London,but it is
pretty dull and uninspired. It
lacks the vitalising touch that
was in Chandler, and it
deploys Chandler’s misogyny
straight and raw from the
novel.

On the other side of the
argument, take Robert Ald-
rich’s 1972 movie version of
‘The Long Goodbye’. Written
at the beginning of the ’50s,
the novel is, in my view, one
of Chandler’s best. The movie,
set in 1970s Los Angeles,
turned Marlowe into a slob,
messed about with the story
line, brutalised it foully.

It stank. Even a pedestrian
version of the novel would
have beenbetter.

London Weekend  Tele-
vision’s ‘Marlowe’ does re-
create and convey the essen-
tial world that Chandler crea-
ted, but it crudifies it and
‘TV-ises’it.

Marlowe acquires ‘a
steady’, Annie Riordan, and
a grizzled lovable ‘back alley
cop’, whatever that is, ‘Vio
ets Magee. Both are trans-
muted characters from Chand-
ler

.
Powers Boothe looks too

young and isn’t seedy or ref-
lective enough.

But it is nearer to Howard
Hawks than to Michael Win-
ner. And thatis pretty good.

mmm|EFFCS
Powers Bootheas Marlowe and Kathryn Leigh Scott as Annie Rioraan

 
 

Time for the left to discuss Europe
WHILE multinational capital is
now moreeffectively coordinated
at the European level than ever
before. the Left, particularly in
Britain, has been slow in looking
past the national effects of the
crisis to the international dimen-
sions of the forces against which
we are all in commonstruggle.
and have consequently been
bereft of the means for confront-
ing capital.

The crisis in international
economic relations, the choice of
a European ‘Theatre’ for con-
frontation between the  super-

powers, and theself-evident limit
on what socialist governments
can achieve in a purely national
context, all provide the need and
the opportunity for articulating a
socialist strategy for Europe. The
Socialist Society is now organising
a conference with this title for
June 2 at Caxton House, 129
St. John’s Way, London N19.

Leading figures from the Left
Green, and peace movements in
Europe - such as Petra Kelly,
Ernest Mandel, and Luciana
Castellina -. as well as from organ-
isations of the Left in Britin have

been invited to the conference
and acceptances are now coming
in.

At the moment of writing,
the conference is being organised
into four sessions. First, there will
be a general plenary session.
Second, there will follow a work-
shop on ‘Low Paid Workers,
Unpaid Labour and the Threat of
Counter-reformism’. .

In the afternoon there will be
a workshop on ‘Capitalist Crisis.
Socialist Struggle and European
Initiatives’ where we will hear and
debate the possibilities for

exploiting the contradictions and
resources of the EEC, the social
ist organisation in industry on a
common European front (such as
with the Kodak workers),and the
plans for reconversion and
restructuring of industry for
social need in the future.

Finally,a second workshop in
the afternoon will be on ‘Euro-
pean Non-Alignment, Nuclear
Disarmament, and Superpower
Disengagement’.

John Palmer, Jeremy Beale
9 Poland St., London W1
  Poland:

The Labour City Council with
the support of the Liberal-SDP
Alliance wants to twin Cambridge
with the Polish town of Torun
(the birthplaceof the atronomer
Copernicus).

The link is advocated by
Labour and Alliance councillors
as a step to reduce Cold War
tensions. Opposition, as is to be
expected, is coming from Con-
servatives and their supporters,
who employ the usual “Cold

.
War” arguments.

This line up, of course, makes
for a consensus in the Labour
Party — as in so many local
Labour Parties and CND branches

linking with whom?
of uncritical support for such
links.

Yet Cambridge CND has an
excellent record of sympathyand
support for those struggling to
bring about progressive changes in
Warsaw Pact countries. And the
Solidarity Trade Union Working
Group has already written a letter
to the leaders of the council and
local CND pointing out the real-
ities of the Polish situation.

Ordinary. citizens could not
participate in the link-up arrange-
ments, and they would only see
it as Cambridge Council giving
endorsement to the officials
administering: the-hated’ martial”

law regime.
Cambridge CND has made

‘links’ of a different sort, send-
ing’ several protests and petitions
to the Russian Embassy about the
treatment of peaceactivistsin the
Soviet Union. Throughout 1983 a
highly successful correspondence
networkwas run with membersof
the “Dialogue of Peace Group” in
the Hungarian capital, Budapest.

Both here and abroad, suppor-
ters of Cambridge CND have had
informal but very fruitful meet-
ings with people belonging to
peace movements from ailparts
of Europe.

: ‘ALEX-SIMPSON,Cambridge
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T&G:vote Todd!
 

George Wright(left) withBillSirs

 
 

Public pay gap
FOR three successive years the
Tories have managed to hold
down central and local govern-
ment pay rises — with the signif-
icant exception of the police —

well below those in the private
sector.

However, this year a number
of public sector groups are chall-
enging the 3% cash limit. Local
government manual workers have
won 4.1 to 5.1%, electricity
power workers 5.2%, BBC staff
5%, and gas workers 4.6%. The
Tories probably allowed for this
sort of ‘slippage’ above the 3%
figure.

But now the review body is
due to report on nurses (who have.
been made to wait a furtherfour
weeks).

Teachers have been offered
4.5% but are taking action for at
least 7%.

Pressure is buildingup because
of the widening gap between pay
in the private sector and the
public services. In the private
sector the average pay settlement
is around 6%.

Closed shop
EN the only known ballot so far
held under the terms of the
Employment Act 1982 (which
takes full effect on November 1),
workers at Steetley Brick in
North Staffordshire voted over-
whelmingly for the continuation
of a closed shop agreement.

TGWU officials were opposed
to the ballot but shop-stewards
cooperated. 94.5% of thosevoting
and 93.5% of the total workforce
were in favour of continuing the
closed shop.

 
The Employment Act 1982

requires that existing union mem-bership agreements must be
approved by secret ballots if
bosses are to retain protectionfrom damagesif sued by employ-
ees dismissed for non-membership
ofa union,

If the closed-shop agreement
was made before 1980 then either
80% of the workforce or 85% of
those who vote, must vote to

 
keepit.

By Jim Denham
BALLOTTINGis nowin pro-
gress for the position of gen-
eral secretary of the Trans-
port and General Workers
Union. The two serious con-
tenders are Ron Todd,secre-
tary of Region 1 (the London
area) and George Wright, the
Welsh secretary. .

Because of the TGWU’s posi-
tion as the country’s largest union

_

this election has considerable
implications, not just for the
TGWU itself, but also for trade
unionism as a whole, over the
next few years.

The battle between Todd and
Wright is essentially a showdown
between the left and the right in
the union, although both candi-
dates have been bending over
backwards to present a different
picture.

Ron Todd is Moss Evans?
chosen successor and is backed:
by the CP-dominated Broad:
Left. Despite this, he vehemently :

denies being the candidate of the
left and insists that the contest is-
notpolitical.

Similarly,George Wright, who
is backed by the centre and the
right wing of the union claims
that he hasnosignificantpolitical
differences with Todd and points
out that like Todd, he is also a
memberof CND.

-There is some truth in both
Todd’s and Wright’s protesta-
tions: on paper there is not a
lot to choose between them.
But. what is- important is the
style of leadership that each
would bring to the TGWU.

Todd — standing in the tradi-
tion of the present leadership — is
quite capable ofselling out strugg-
les, but can also be forced into
backing a fight when pressured by
a left-of-centre executive and a
militant membership.

Wright, on the other hand,
makes no secret of his intention
to reintroduce an autocratic,

JOHN
HARRIS

 

Ron Todd
presidential approach, modelled
on the style of the TGWU general
secretary of the 1950s, Arthur
Deakin.

In addition Wright boasts of
his close relationship with Labour
leader Neil Kinnock and hints at
what a good team it would be
with Kinnock as Prime Minister
and himself as leader of Britain’s
largest union.

All this should sound alarm
bells for ali those who remember
how Moss Evans’ predecessor,
Jack Jones helped bring in and
police the last Labour govern-
ment’s Social Contract wages
policy, especially as Wright as
secretary of the Welsh TUC, was

Telecom union
says:don’t buy
  
a leading advocate of the docu-
ment ‘A Social Plan’, which pro-
posed an incomespolicy and full
cooperation with employers
under a future Labour govern-
ment.

Todd may beareluctant left
winger, but at least his election
would give the rank and file an
opportunity to make their wishes
heard in the TGWU and makeit
more difficult for a future
Kinnock government to force in
another Social Contract-type deal.
That is why socialists in the union
must advocate a vote for Todd,
whilst continuing the fight to
build a genuine rank and file
movementin the union.

SouthwarkNALGO wins job fight
SOUTHWARK NALGO
recently returned to work
after winning our strike for
the reinstatement of Siobhan
Stokes.

On March 19 1600 NALGO
members walked out on indefin-
ite strike following the summary
dismissal of Siobhan. a mobile
care officer. She was among a
group of workers employed
during the residential social work-
ers dispute last September to
alleviate the problems caused by
a ban on overtime and new ad-
missions, problems which were
accentuated by a 29% vacancy
level in the residential sector.

Refused
At the time of her recruit-

ment, SouthwarkCouncil refused
.

to enter into negotiations on
terms and conditions for mobile
care officers, a new category of

Two pamphlets
summing up the
ideas of Socialist
Organiser.
‘Where WeStand’
- 20p plus 16p
postage. ‘How to
fight the Tories’
- 10p plus 16p
postage. Or the
twotogetherfor
45pincluding
postage. From
Socialist Organ-
iser, 28 Middle
Lane, London N8

SaisHow to fight
the Tories  Louw
 

By John Mulrennan,secretary SouthwarkNALGO,
in a personal capacity.

employee. This was a complete
departure from normalpractice.

It was coupled with their uni-
lateral ‘suspension’ of an agree-
ment between the Council and
NALGO which had been secured
following industrial action in
1982. The consultative procedure,
as the agreement was known,
dealt mainly with staffing levels in
Social Services, but also stated
that no worker should be expec-
ted to move between the
Council’s establishments in Lon-
don and Sidcup,Kent.

Siobhan Stokes, along with
others taken on at the same time,
joined NALGO and immediately
began taking the same industrial
action as her colleagues. The
union adopted policies designed
to protect mobile care officers
and guaranteed support for them
if they were required to under-
take unreasonable moves.

The national industrial action
in pursuit of a parity claim for
residential workers ended in Jan-
uary of this year.

On March 5, Siobhan Stokes
was ordered to move from the
London home at which she had
worked for five monthsto a resi-
dential homein Kent.In line with
union advice she refused to move,
but made herself available for
work in any London home.

On March 19 she wascalled to”
a meeting with Social Services
management. She wastold to sign
a statement to the effect that she
would at all times in the future
comply with her contract of
employment. It was pointed out
by her union representative thatif
she complied, it would be tanta-
mount to signing away her trade
union rights and ability to follow
trade union policy.

This argument was ignored
and Siobhan was told that unless
she signed such a statement and_

moved to Kent she would be
sacked on the spot.

She refused and was sacked.
There were thirty minutes of her
six month probationary period to
run, so she had noright of appeal
to Councillors or to an Industrial
Tribunal.

NALGO members in South-
wark held immediate shop floor
meetings and a spontaneous walk-
out began. A Branch meeting the
following day voted overwhelm-
ingly to stay on indefinite strike
until Siobhan was reinstated.
Picket lines were placed on all
Councilbuildings.

There were not manystrikerswho thought that they would be
still picketing six weekslater.

Then began a series of man-
oeuvres and similar tactics which
would have done justice to the
most reactionary Tory employer.Among these were:

*The Public Relations Officer
told the press that Siobhan was
a memberofa farleft revolution-
ary group — it would not have
mattered, but the fact is she
wasn’t.

*Her sickness record was
teleased at the same time.

*Labour councillors were
instructed by the chief whip to
crossofficial picket lines.

*The Industrial Relations
Emergency Committee refused to
meet us for two weeks.

*A new loyalty oath was cir-
culated by senior management to
staff still working, which called
for Siobhan to remain sacked.

*A ‘rumour’ wasstarted that
Siobhan was seven months preg-

~ nant and had anotherjob anyway.
Faced with such tactics, the

NALGO National Executive
Council declared the

©
strike

official and sanctioned the pay-
mentoffull strike pay.

After four weeks and the
intervention of ACAS and estab-
lished provincial negotiating
machinery, the Council finally
agreed to reinstate Siobhan.

However, it became quickly
clear that they were intent upon
punishing the strikers. In all other
previous disputes any period of
strike action has been counted as
continuous service for the pur- -

poses of service related benefits.
The Council decided that that
would not be the case following
our action.

Their refusal to count the
strike as service had serious impli-
cations for many NALGO mem-
bers:

*Maternity benefits would be
affected.

*Entitlement-tostatutory sick
pay would behit.

*Service increments, promo-
tion prospects and annual leave
entitlementsseriously affected.

The National Executive Com-
mittee had nohesitation in con-
tinuing strike pay on the basis
that Tory authorities would use
Southwark as a precedent! After
two weeks the council finally
conceded all our demands.

Rate-capping
Why did a Labour council

decide to take on its workforce?
It has becomeincreasinglyappar-
ent that Southwark is not pre-
pared to fight the government
over rate-capping.

Southwark NALGO has told
the council that we are not pre-
pared to accept cuts in services,
redundancies, or high rate or rent
tises. Leading Labour councillors
are determined to destabilise the
council’s most effective constit-
uent trade union.

It has always been our opinion
that ultimately it will be
organised trade unions which will
defeat the government’s attempts
to decimate services and sack
workers. The experience in South-
wark hasreinforced that belief.

 these
shares!

By Ricky Houston
A FORTNIGHT ago all
employees of British Telecom:
were sent a letter’ from BT
Chair Sir George Jefferson
advising them that the Priv-
atisation’ Act was now law
and that shares in BT would
soon be on the open market.

BT are to send every
employee of BT who is
eligible (almost everyone) an
application form for £70'
worth of free shares. They
can also apply for special
“cheap rate’ shares costing
£100 and worth £370.

-BT’s assets are estimated
at £10 billion.

The forthcoming sale of
51% of the highly profitable
BT, has sent stockmareteers
and big business types into a
frenzy of speculation.
Articles have appeared in the
national press informing the
jet-setting investors of the
gains they can make.

0.1 per cent
A leaflet from the POEU,

arguing against shareholding
points out that “‘£60 worth
of free shares

. . . represents
0.00000075% of ali shares.”
All BT employees’ free shares
clubbed together would:
represent less than 0.1% of
the total.

The POEU’sleaflet, issued
last week in response to
Jefferson’s propaganda ploy,
also says:

“Employees who own
shares will be placed in a very
akward position. What
happens when BT pic wants
to “improve efficiency” by
cutting the wages and jobs
of those very same employ-
ees

. . . Owning a few shares
won’t save these jobs.

“Aren’t employees’ shares
just a way of management
getting employees to acqui-
esce in “awkward” manage-
ment decisions?”

The leaflet points out that
the POEU will be urging the
next Labour government to
renationalise BT without
compensation. It cites exam-
ples of other employee-share-
holding companies making
workers redundant.

Paltry
The offer of free and

cheap-rate shares is a propa-
ganda ploy for the govern-
ment’s privatisation drive and
an attempt to divert BT
workersattitudes from defen-
ding their real interests. It
aims to create a clash of
“interests” — paltry dividends:
or wagesand jobs.

BT workers should demon-
strate their distrust and dis-
gust at the privatisation of
BT by refusing to apply for
free shares.

BT workers cannot gain a
teal voice in the running of
BT by turning up to share-
holders’ meetingswith a voice
of 0.00000075% while BT is
tun for profit.

We have to organise now
for a fight to implement the
POEU policy of renationalis-
ation without compensation,
and struggle to take that
policy further through
workers’ control of the indus-
try so that BT is run not for
profit but for public need.
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YTS
By John Bloxam

THE most. significant decision
taken on the first day of this
year’s UCW conference at Black-
pool was the overwhelming rejec-
tion of the YTSscheme.

The scheme had been intro-
duced in the last year on the
postal side by the UCW Execu-
tive. The issue hadn’t been
reached at last year’s postal sec-
tion conference and had never
been discussed in the branches.

Where it was discussed — at
the Telecom section conference —

it had beenrejected.
The membership’sanger at the

EC’s action was reflected in the
66 amendments submitted oppos-
ing the scheme.

The strongest amendment
from Oldham Indoor, seconded
by Manchester Amalgamated,was
overwhelmingly carried.

The amendment read: “The
scheme now be rejected as it is
not in the interests of the mem-
bership or the unemployed youth
themselves. Those already in posts
under the present agreement,
would have their contracts
honoured.”

On Tuesday. the counter
section conference voted to take
action to stop the closure of
Crown Offices.

The other major issues at the
conference — pay, conditions,five
day week, the victimisation of
Alan Fraser — are scheduled
from Wednesday onwards.

-CPSA
AS expected, on the first day of
CPSA conference in Brighton, on
Monday 14th, a censure motion
was carried against the right-wing
leadership for its refusal to hold
a special pay conference to deter-
mine the 1984 claim, as mandated
by the 1983 conference.

However, when the actual
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slips on pay
 

By Steve Battlemuch
 

debate on this year’s pay claim
came up, the Broad Left slipped
badly. :

Many supported an emergency
motion from the Executive Com-
 

Islington NALGO
backs nurseries

ISLINGTON NALGO mem-
bers will strike on Monday
May 21 in support of nur-

sery workers in the borough
who have been onstrike for
five weeks demanding better
pay and morestaff.

The branch voted by a 2-1
majority for the strike because
the council, after being. forced to
the negotiating table, has refused
to make anyseriousoffer.

On pay,the councilhas ripped
up its manifesto commitment to
“ensure thatchildcare workers are

adequately paid”. They made an
offer that added up to between
£2 and £4 a week for some of the
lowest paid staff on the ‘council.
‘And that offer was wrapped up in
a complicated “reprading” scheme
tiddled with anomalies and con-

fusion.
Onstaff levels, the council has

ignored an even Clearer pledge
that “staff ratios should be based
on 1 (staff) to 4.2 (children).

At present Islington’s day
nurseries have some of the worst
levels of staff in any London
borough, and staff often have to
look after a dozen under 5s on

their own for hours on end.
The council are ‘standing firm’

and refusing anything other than
13 extra staff, one per nursery.
Staff and parents want a 20%
staff increase.

The May 21 strike is likely to
be only the start of a series of
actions by Islington NALGO
against Islington council ripping
up its promises. The council

 
 

By Nik Barstow
seems determined to try to ‘sit
out’ the strike. If only they would
show such firmness and strength
of will in standing up to the
Tories!

It may seem strange that the
Assistant Secretary of nearby
Haringey Council’s NALGO
Branch has been regularly cross-
ing NALGO picket lines to go
into Islington TownHall.

Perhaps not so odd, though.
this NALGO official, Rosemary
Nicholson, is also the chair of
Islington Council’s social services
committee.

Do councillors somehow lose
their trade union principles when
they get home from work?

mittee merely agreeing “to cam-
paign for an improved pay offer
and, if necessary, the right of
referring the CoCSU claim to the
Civil Service Arbitration Tribun-
al” — rather than support another
emergency motion,-argued for by
Socialist Organiser supporters.

This was the only motion on
the agenda whichset out a serious
strategy for the fight this year. It
called on the Executive to with-
draw from the CoCSU pay claim
and submit a new one based on
the decision of the present con-
ference. The motion also recog-
nised that the only way to win
the claim was by all-out action
alongside the miners.

This was apparently too much
for the softer elements in the
Broad Left, who ensured the
passage of the Executive’s wishy-
washy motion by votingalongside
the right wing.

This may well have destroyed
the last chance ofa real fight on

pay thisyear.Condemned
On Tuesday, the leadership

were soundly condemned for
breaking another 1983 conference
mandate: on the introduction of
YTSinto the Civil Service, which
the Executive had gone along
with despite the widespread
opposition of the membership.

On Wednesday morning, a
motion calling on  Alaistair
Graham to resign was man-
oeuvred off the agenda.
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Victory at
THE strike which brought Long-
bridge to a complete standstill
last week has ended victoriously

|

for the workforce.
The dispute began on April

30 on the Metro trim track when
six workers were given a warning
for allegedly “not working hard
enough”, following the imposi-
tion of manning cuts. By Friday
May 4, thousands of other Long-
bridge workerhad either joined
the strike or were laid off, and
virtually all production was
halted.

Following a successful mass

picket on Tuesday 8th, when the
last remaining areas of produc-
tion were halted, the company

Longbridge
climbed down and agreed to
restore the old track speeds and
manninglevels.

To drive home their confid-
ence and militancy,the trim track
workers walked out again within a
few hours of returning to work on
Thursday because management
wanted to wait until the following
Monday before bringing in the
new labour they had agreedto.

The new labour was brought
in the next day.

After several years of defeats
and demoralisation, this victory
represents an important step for-
ward in the task of rebuilding an
effective shopfloor organisation
at Longbridge.

 Teachers throughout England and Wales join-
ed a one-day strike called by the National
Union of Teachers on May 9, and there were
demonstrations in London (above) and many
other cities. The second biggest teachers’
union, the NAS—UWT,is also calling strike

.
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action to win an improvement on the employ-
ers’ 44% pay offer. It has
strikes in Hampshire and Leeds, and plans
half-day strikes in further areas. The NUT
plans a rolling series of three-day strikes,
starting May 22, in selected areas.
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Labour plans workplacedrive
THELabour Party hasat last
decided to start ‘‘a nationally
organised drive for more work-
place branches’’. The Party’s
nationalagent, David Hughes,
has written to trade unions
announcing a meeting of
“representatives of workplace
branches . . .

and affiliated
unions’’ to be held after the
Euro-elections to launch the
campaign.

Unfortunately, as we dis-
covered at the second unoffic-
ial national meeting of work-
place branches on May 11, he
hasn’t bothered to tell work-
placebranches about it!

The May 11 meeting
brought together a dozen of

Party’s 70 workplace
branches, and produced a lot
of ideas about what we want
done, which will be taken to
theofficialmeeting.

Locally,. union branches
have mostly been keen to help
Labour Party workplace
branches with donations and
publicity. But at a national
level unions have been less
than enthusiastic.

Most unions haven’t really
discussed them because the
Labour Party officials haven’t
been able to give them any
clear guidelines about what is
involved. Only SOGAT,
where workplacebranch mem-
bets have raised the question,
seems to have supported a

campaigntobuildthem.
The May 11 meeting

decided to push for the exist-
ing branches themselves to
take charge of providing
advice and experience to trade
unions. The Party should
appealfor national trade unh'y

 
By Nik Barstow__EEE

support to provide special staff
and resourcesfor a campaign.

The National Federation of
WorkplaceBranchesset up by
the May 11 meeting will con-
tact other bodies such as the
LCC, BLOC, IWC and CLPD,
and trade union affiliates, to
ask for their backing for a

campaign.
A national campaign to

place an appeal for support for
workplace branches in trade
union journals is planned, as
well as resolutions for Labour
Party conference and a fringe
meeting there to appeal par-
ticularly to trade union dele-
gates.

BARKING
PICKETSat BarkingHospital
in East London, where’ clean-
ers are fighting an attempt by
contractors Crothalls to cut
wages and worsen conditions,
got three bits of good news
on Monday 14th.

They heard that the national
conference of their union, NUPE,
had agreedto a national campaign
of industrial action to support
them. (But exactly what this
meansis in the handsof the union
executive: pressure will have to be
kept up to ensure that the action
is effective rather than token).

They saw only a dozen scabs
go in (usually there are about 20).
And they heard that the District
Health Authority is investigating
the possibility of taking the con-

' tract away from Crothalls.
and donations 10:

$88 Rainham
m. Ess.
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When the Party .does hold  
its official workplacebranches
conference, every branch
should be there and pressing
for the Party to give real sup-
port. To get details write to:
D. Hughes, 150 Walworth
Road, London SE17.

Even though -the official
machinery is now taking an
interest it will still be vital to
keep up the regular contact
through the National Federa-
tion of WorkplaceBranches. A
further national meeting is
planned in London for Septem-
ber 1.

Modelresolution
This conference:

1) Notes the role of workplace
branches presently established m
recruiting, political education.
and building the Party. However
with little over 100 formed in two
years we recognise that the Party
should put in more resources and
support.

2) This is important in light
of the attacks on trade union-
Labour Party links, including the
political levy. Labour Party work-
place branches have a major role
to play in winning the argument
on the shop floor.

3) As part of a campaign to
ensure a massive expansion
workplace branches, this confer:
enceinstructs the NEC to:

a) Appoint a national office
to be in charge of the campaign
for workplacebranches.
_

_b) Establish an NEC commit
tee for workplace branches witt
non-NEC members drawn from
membersof workplacebranches

c) Provide assistance and s=
port for national meetings =

workplacebranches.
d) Produce and circulate car

paign material within two mo@ct
to CLPs and ied epee

about establishing
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Women Against Pit Closures marc

ON Saturday May 12 Barn-
sley was invaded by some
10,000 miners’ wives, march-
ing to oppose pit closures.

It was very much a
women’s march, not just in
its constitution but in its
atmosphere. ,

,

Women from all over the
country — Yorkshire, Derby- ~

shire, Staffordshire, North-
umberland and South Wales
— came together to give a
very lively and resounding
NO to MacGregor’s closure
plans.

Not yourboring run of the
mill trudge, this...chants of
“the miners united will never
be defeated” and “I’d rather
be a picket than a scab”’ con-
tinued throughout the march.
Drum: majorettes provided
more noise and colour. And I
don’t think anyone in
Barnsley centre escaped with-
out getting a ‘Coal Not Dole’
sticker plonked on somepart
of their anatomy.

The march gota very posi-
tive response from bystanders
and there was clapping along
theroute.

me aeaweoeoe,

Join the Labour Party.
Write to: The Labour
Party, 150 Walworth
Road, London SE17
1JT.

. Subscription is £7 per
year, £2 unwaged, 50p
OAPs. ~

s mm:
in Barnsley — Saturday May 12

By Helen Rigby 
By the time we reached

Barnsley Civic Hall for the
rally, excitement had reached
fever pitch. Chanting contin-
ued in the hall. Particularly
warm applause was given to
the Nottingham Women’s
Support Group when they
arrived with their banner.

I was glad to see that, as
during the march, the men
kept in the background. This
was very definitely a women’s
meeting, and the men kept to
the back of the hall.

Emotions were running
high and AnneHunter, chair,
(and secretary of ‘Barnsley
Women Against Pit Closures’)
wasvisibly moved.

“When wefirst tried to get
involved we weretold that it
was a bad enough job to
organise the men . . .

but look
. .

we don’t need any organ-
ising.”

This was the first time
miners’ wives had organised

‘on such a large scale. As
Arthur Scargill sagl:

“This is the first time that
the media haven’t been able
to go to the villages and find
women to speak out against
the strike.” .

The strike isn’t just about
mines, but about communi-
ties and saving those com-
munities. Talk to any of the
women’s support groups, and
they can tell you of numer-
ous ways in which commun-
ities are pulling together to
survive thestrike.

Miners’ wives from Oak-
dale colliery, Gwent, told me
that during one street collec-.
tion in Blackwood they had
collected £500 worth of
groceries!

What came through very
clearly, too, was the way in
which women organising is
-challenging stereotypes.

Lorraine Bowler, a minetr’s
wife, gave much of her. very
moving speech to thissubject.

“There are arguments in
my house about who goes to
a demonstration or the picket
line and who looks after the
kids

. . . my husbandsaysits
coming to somethingwhen he
has to make an appointment
to see me.”

Judging by the reaction of
the other womenin the hall
this was an experience shared
by many.

Lorraine went on:
“We aren’t just separate as

a class, we’re separate as men
and women ...

We’re not
encouraged to get active in
the trade union movement

..

but I’ve seen a change coming
in the last few weeks.

“If this government thinks
this fight is just against the
miners then they’d better
think again . .

I'll say this to
the government . Men,
women and families are
together now and you’ve got
one hell of a fight on your
hands.”
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Womenin thefront line
 ‘On equal terms’
THE WOMENin North Staffs
are organising. This has pro-
vided the basis for effective
action and breaking out of
women’s traditional role of
giving moral support and be-
ing meal-providers for the
men.

Since the deduction of £15
a week from social security, very
real need has arisen. At least ten
women’s support groups have
been set up in the North Staffs
area, and have been dividing up
food parcels among

_
striking

miners’ families on a_ regular
basis.

Since its formation this group
has organised a march which
finished in what was probably the
first women’s, kids’ and men’s
picket to hit North Staffs.

The afternoon shift of scabs
at Florence met a_ vociferous
picket’ which resulted in threats
of arrest to the women and kids.
One of theminers on the picket
was arrested after a scab tried
to run him down with his car.

This was followed by the
largest march and rally in Stoke
since the 1930s, and Brenda
spoke on the platform of the
rally.

Her speech, which received
a standing ovation, rejected the
media’s portrayal of women.

“Women are usually shown
in the media as goodlittle house-
keepers, urging their wayward
menfolk back to work on the
bosses’ terms. They’ve not had
that opportunity this time, nor

----~£5 for SO! -----

if £5 each; Francis Law

 

Brenda Proctor, of the
FlorenceColliery (North

‘ Staffs) women’s group,
spoke to Paul Barnett
 

We’ve been on the picket lines
withthe men. We’ve been pushed
around by the police. We’ve been
threatenedwith arrest. Well we’ve
got a message for them. Arrests.
or not, we’ll be there again and
again untilwe win”.

Sexist
Since then the women’s

group banner has been to the
Mansfield demonstration on the
14th.

Brenda affirms that the
women are now fully integrated
into the struggle, but
criticised some of the sexist
slogans shouted by men, and in
some cases, women.

Brenda said, the men prob-
ably aren’t aware that they are

have |

insulting. all women and notjust
Margaret Thatcher, but even so
we must and we do point it out
to them. ,

This is a great opportunity
to stamp out some of the sexist
attitudes which exist in the
mining industry.

Brenda is enthusiastic about
the proposal for a miners’ gala
in the North Staffs area. ‘‘Mar-
ches, rallies and. mass pickets
are great but they don’t get to
everybody. There arestill a great
number of. miners who are
passively on strike. Miners who
won't cross picket lines but who
won't do muchelse either.

“They are the ones who can
easily get fed up, particularly now
they are beginning to run out of
money. We need to wake them
up a bit and get them on the
picket. What better way to get
them involved that to have a
bloody great day out.”

This is certainly a good
opportunity to firm up the
strike in North Staffs which is
still ragged around the edges.

Thanks this week go to yet another area which has organised
to collect donations. But still, this week’s £44.50 total —

£148 this month — won’t get us very far! Let’s have someother groups of supporters collecting donations too, and send-ling them to 214 Sickert Court, London N1 2SY. Thanksto:
| Nik Barstow, Pat Longman, Bruce Robinson, Peter Kenway,

n £1; Steve Battlemuch £15; Bob Sugden

1

will we give it to them. This time £5 :

women are organising indepen- 1 ,

dently .
This time weare fighting

.alongside the men on equal teriMS. ay eam eam eu eave seem ee SmSee Smns SSce eeDO en.eeee
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