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“The time has come to say to other unions: Yes, we want your support, but not
only financial contributions. When we’re faced with Thatcher, MacGregor, the
CBI, the Institute of Directors, we’re entitled to say to colleagues in other unions:

”join us, come out with us in dispute”’.
Arthur Scargill 

ththeminers on May St
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The Socialist Organiser edit-
orial board put out the fol-
lowing statement after the
Labour Party National Exec-
utive decision to ask for a
levy on party members to
support the miners.

Labour Party chair Eric
Heffer told us: “I welcome
this statement, in line with
what the Party have decided.
I hope the Party member-
ship will do what the NEC are
urging”’.

Swing Labour

theminers
THE LABOURParty executive decided last week to throw the
weight of the Party behind the miners’ strike,

The time is past for general talk about ‘supporting’ the
miners and ‘wishing them well’. This is the time when only
deeds in support of the miners count for anything.

Already the miners have been out on strike eight weeks --

longer than at any time since 1926. It may be a longandbitter
strike.

_
Solidarity with the miners -- active, practical support on

the picket lines and with financial and other material help -- is
now the plain duty of everyone in the labour movement.
Everybody whobelieves in the basic principle of the labour
movement — working class solidarity against the entrenched
lords of money and power — must rally to support the miners.

The miners are in the front line against the Tory vandals
who have run rampage through our society for the last five
years and who now propose to decimate the mining communi-
ties as they decimated the steel communities. If the miners
were to go down to defeat, that would be a tremendous blow
to the entire labour movement and a tremendousboost to the
Tories in their class war to break and beat downthe labour
movement.

The entire labour movement must say with one voice: we
will not let the miners be defeated. We will not let the miners
be isolated. We will throw everything we have got into this
vital struggle which the Tories have provoked.

The Labour Party executive has decided to back the miners
actively and to ask each party member to donate 50p a week
to the miners’ strike fund. |t is now up to the membersof the
party to translate the executive's decision into action — urgent
immediate action.

Many local Labour Parties have already been makingcollec-
tions for the miners, leafleting in support, offering accommod-
ation to flying pickets, sending Party members to support
them on the picket lines. We must step up andintensify these
acts of solidarity,and spread them throughouttheentire Lab-
our Party.

Party members in every area should form miners’ support
committees, or miners’ strike task forces, to ensure that the
miners’ case is put to every Party member, to collect the 50p
levy, and to plan other ways of throwing the Labour Party’s
weight into the battle — door-to-door leafleting and collec-
tions, for example. Every section of the local labour move-

ment — the Labour Parties, Trades Councils, trade union bran-
ches — should be united and banded together to help the
miners.

General talk and sentiment in support of the miners is no

longer enough. The Labour Party Executive’s decision is a

signal for us to turn the widespread sympathy that exists in
the Labour Party into the active practical support that will
count for something in the miners’ hard struggle for justice.

Every member of the Labour Party must now say: the
miners can win and I’m going to do my bit to help them.
Victory to the miners!

Who's dangerous?
WE HAVEbeentold a great deal lately about the subversive actions of
Libya’s so-called ‘diplomats’ — intimidating and even murdering oppon-
ents of Gaddafi in Britain. The same could be said of other embassies
and ‘diplomats’ (such as the Iraqi), though they are not quite so
blatant.

But the actions of Libyan ‘diplomats’ in Britain ar~ sm I! beer in
comparison to the overseas operations of the big imperialist powers
under ‘diplomatic’cover.

It was US ‘diplomats’ in Chile in 1973 who helped organise, or even
masterminded, the Pinochet coup which led to the death of Salvador
Allende and thousandsof workers.

The US has organised undercover operations in countless countries,
against governments not toits liking. Right now it is funding the anti-
Sandinista ‘contras’ in and around Nicaragua. The main centre of the
operation (which is not denied by the White House) is the US Embassy
in Honduras. CIA agents in Costa Rica liaising with the ‘contras’ there
also use diplomaticcover.

In some of the small Central American states the US embassy has
effectively been the centre of government.

Throughout Latin America, the Middle East, and Asia, coups have
been organised and governments overthrown by CIA operations, usually
using diplomatic cover.

The British ruling class's recent covert actions have not been as
extensive as those of the CIA. But brutal military intervengion in other
countries did not end with the Empire. The invasion of Egypt in 1956,
the occupation of the north of Ireland, and the war in the south Atlan-
tic, are some recent examples.

Is Gaddafi an eccentric and dangerous dictator? Maybe. But the
much more powerful, and not at all eccentric, democratic governments
of the West have much more blood on their hands.

Party behind
|  EditorialaeFrontline Nottingham mm

Notts says “It’s official”
This letter. dated April 26, has
been sent by the NUMNotts area
to NUM branch officers in the
area.

“At the special conference
held at Berry Hill [ NUMarea
HQ] on Wednesday April 25 the
national President confirmed that
the strike is OFFICIAL as deter-
mined by the governing body of
the National Union of Minework-
ers, which is the special national
delegate conference.

The area executive committee
instructs ALL branchofficialsand
committee members to abide by
the special national conference
decision of April 19, not to cross
picket lines, and further instructs
branch officials and committee
members not to canvass against
that special conference decision.

It is incumbent on all branch
officials to give all facilities to
members whoare on picketlines,
for example, official picket cards,
liaison with the police, and all
facilitiesnecessary when picketing
is taking place.

Yoursfaithfully,
TH Richardson,general secretary”

Picket
power

stations
DESPITE THE_growing
strength of the strike, it is
still far too weak in one
aspect — picketing of power
stations. :

Big power stations in
London,like the Brimsdown
site, are not being picketed.
Nor are the power stations
around Manchester.

A number of important
power stations in the Trent
Valley, not far from the
Yorkshire coalfield, have not
been picketed either.

The difficulties of getting
ali the miners out, and the
heavy police harassment of
pickets, are among the
reasons.

But a concerted move on
the power stations will be
necessary to win thestrike.

 

 

MASSpicket at West Drayton
coal depot, 7am to 7pm, Tuesday
May 15. Called by Kent area
NUM, supported by South East
Region TUC. Contact Rob Mc-
Nalty, 0895 442234.

Support rally in Stoke on Trent,
llam, Saturday May 5. Assemble
Hanley Forest Park. Speakers
include Dennis Skinner MP.
AE

‘May Day march in support of
miners in Oxford, 12.15pm, Mon-
day May 7. Assemble ThePlain.

May Day march in support of
miners in Manchester, llam,
Monday May 7. Assemble ilam,Strangeways.
‘The Miners’ Video Tapes’. Inde-
pendent video and film makers
throughout the country have got
together to produce a series of
videos putting the case for the
miners. The tapes will be available
free to labour movement organis-
ations. money is needed now to
complete the work. Cheques to
‘Miners Campaign Tape Project’,
13 Tankerton House, Tankerton
St, London WC1H 8HW.

National march against the Police
Bill. Saturday May 19, 12 noon

from Speakers Corner, London.
*

‘Muhammad Idrish must stay!’
Demonstration Wednesday May
9, llam from Temple Place,
London.

AS THE miners’ strike moves
towardsits third month, new

support committeesarestill
being set uv.

Within the last week or so
committees have been started in
Birmingham, Brent (North-West
London), Cardiff, Edinburgh, and
Oxford.

In someofthese areas,a lot of
support activity had already been.
done before the committee was
set up.

In Brent accommodation for
pickets from Kent has been organ-
ised by the Trades Council. Local
trade unionists have supported
the picket lines at the Charring-
tons coal depot and at West Dray-
ton.

Some Labour Party members
have done door-to-door collec-
tions of food for the strikers, and
there have been collections of
money in workplacesand outside
supermarkets.. Stonebridge Park
rail depot has a regular levy.

In Birmingham accommoda-
tion for pickets from Kent and
other activity had been organised
by the Trades Council and the
Trade Union Resources Centre.
The new support committee will
be producing a bulletin and org-
anising factory gate meetings. It
has ‘adopted’ Birch Coppice
colliery.

Oxford Trades Council had
organised activities in liaison with
a delegation from theSouth Wales
area NUM executive who have
recently been in the town. South
Wales miners are picketing the
nearby Didcot powerstation.

Successful factory gate meet-
ings have been held at the BL
Cowley plants. The support com-
mittee includes representation
from the local LabourParties, and
plans to organise collection of the
50p levy on Party members.

The banner of Maerdy NUM
(South Wales) will lead the local
May Day march on March 7.

In Edinburgh the Trades
Council set up a support commit-
tee from its meeting on May 1.
Glasgow, however, still lacks a
support commiitee. ©

In Cardiff the initiative for a
support committee was taken by
Cardiff Central CLP. After the
Wales TUC demoon April 28, the
support committee collected near-
ly £600 outside Cardiff Arms
Parkrugby ground.The" Cardiff branch of the
National Union of Seamen has

 
put out a special bulletin on soli-

Scots ‘NUM president Mick McGaheyat the London May Day rallySupport
ae

On London’sMay Day march
darity with the miners. “The East
cost collier trade has been
brought to a complete standstill”
by NUSaction,it reports.

In several other places theinit-
jative for support committees
came from Labour Parties. In
South London there is a support
committee with representation
from Labour Parties from Kings-
ton right across to Bromley. It
organised a packed public meet-
ing with Tony Benn at Lambeth
Town Hall on April 25 at which
£2250 wascollected:

The main force behind the
East London support group for
the Kent miners has been the
Hackney Labour Parties. Ten
coaches went to Kent on April 14
on a solidarity/social visit, and
there was a ‘return visit? by Kent
women to Hackney on the 29th.
They attended a showingofa film
about the 1974 strike and anall-
womensolidarity meeting.

In Islington solidarity has been
organised by the Labour Parties’
Trade Union Liaison Committee
— street leafletingand collections,
and organising to collect the 50p
levy from Labour Party members.
Islington NALGO has agreed on
a regular levy.

AUEW North London district
delegates on a French steelwork-
ers’ demonstration recently man-
aged to collect £700 there for the
Kent miners.

In Manchester theCity Labour
Party has sponsored a support
committee and some ward Lab-
our Parties have leafieted in sup-
port of the minersas part of their
campaigning for the council elec-
tions. :

The support committee set
up by Basingstoke TradesCouncil
and Labour Party shows what can
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mmittees
be done even in areas with no
direct contact with the coalfields.

It has ‘adopted’ Snowdown
colliery (Kent), and so far collec-
ted £200, with workplacecollec-

- tions at the psychiatric hospital
and the Sainsburys depot. The
support committee is producing
special leaflet to use for taking
collections on pay queues. A
benefit is planned, and the com-
mittee is also organising for a
demonstration in Southampton
on May5.

Anotherpit, Cortonwood in
Yorkshire, was ‘adopted’ by River
Don steelworkers in the second
week ofthe strike, and since then
the steelworkers have been send-
ing £100 worth of food each
weekto thestrikers’ families.

Rail support
SIGNALMENat Sherwood box.
in Nottinghamshire have gone
back to normal working after
British Rail threatened disciplin.
ary action against them for block
ing coaltrains.

BRalso threatened to. cut out
the signal box and run trains
straight through whatever the
signalmendid.

The effect of this setback has
however been limited. Only one
extra train has been running as a
result.

All six boxes at Worksop are
now refusing to handle coal
trains and the guard at Work.
shop are also refusing to work
on coaltrains.

Support for the boycott of
coal trains has also come from
NUR members at Nottingham
depot, Toten marshalling yard
and Coalville. ,

I iIIIJijIj

Join the Labour Party.
Write to: The Labour
Party, 150 Walworth
Road, London SE17
1JT.
Subscription is £7 per
year, £2 unwaged, SOp 4OAPs. Jd
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Day of Action: May 9
IT IS-up to the rank and file
of the labour and trade union
movement to make the May 9°
Day of Action called by the
Scottish TUC in support of
the miners a mobilisation of
general strike proportions,
rather than just another one-
off display of opposition to
Toryrule.

The STUC General
Council was unanimousat its
April 25 meeting in backing
the decision to call the day of
action, following on from the
emergency resolution passed
at the STUC Congress the
previous week.

But the STUC circular
“sent out to affiliateshas been
careful to avoid any mention
of a general strike, or even
strike action of any kind. It
urges affiliated organisations
to: “do all in your power to
win your membership to the
maximum possible support
for the day of action to
defend jobs in the mining
industry and safeguard the
future of our energy resour-
ces.”

In many unions, though,
the leaders will pass
the buck down the
line. In NALGO, for exam-
ple, and the Educational
Institute of Scotland, (Scot-
tish equivalent of the NUT),
following on past form, no
instructions for the day of
action will be sent out. At
best, various forms of action
will merely be advised.

In other places, union
Jeaders will be even more
backward in calling for sup-
port. It is difficult to envis-
age leaders of thesteel union,
ISTC, like Clive Lewis, call-
ing their members out on
strike when they spend most
of their time attackingminers
for trying to organise effec-
tive picketing and blackingof
the Ravenscraig steel works.

While the STUC General
Council oppose openly calling
for a general strike, and union 
ORGANIS

leaders merely offer advice,
the burden of organisation
for May 9 falls on rank and
fileactivists in the workplace..

This means producingleaf-
lets explaining the miners
case and the necessity ofall-
out strike action on May 9;
holding workplace meetings
with miners invited to speak;
taking votes for strike action
at workplaces with clear
recommendations to vote in
favour; and planning for
effective, picketing on the day
of action itself.

The ranks of the unem-
ployed must also be mobil-
ised in supporting the demon-
strations and rallies being
held. Ignoring what effective-
ly amounts to a ban onpoli-
tical activity by the Man-
power Services Commission
which funds them, unem-
ployed workers groups should
be out leafleting unemploy-
ment benefit offices in the
days leading up to May 9,

_

pointing out that the miners’
fight is a fight for every-
body’s jobs and appealing for
support for local demonstra-
tions.

Support for the day of
action must be built south
of the border as well. Though
called by the Scottish TUC
and not by the TUCitself,
(why not?), solidarity strike
action should also be organ-
ised wherever possible,
throughout the country to
make it a. national day of
action.

The Tories have been
having things their own way
for five years too long
already. A serious mobilisa-
tion for May 9 culminating in
a 24-hour general strike, with
the leading role in the organ-
isation of it played by local
committees of rank andfile
militants, could turn the tide
and open up possibilities for
extended general strike action
to defeat the Tory offensive
on jobs and trade union
rights.

  This morning I was at home
when Brian Green telephoned
to say he had been arrested
and asked for Dad to get a
Solicitor. An hour or so later
he telephonedback to say they
had dropped the charges.

1 walked into Ollerton. I
found Dad at The Plough. I
was on the car park. He came
out and wesattalking to Bob
Munroe, BillyGray and others
including two men whoasked
my Dad something about
food. My Dad said ‘‘We’ll go
to the Welfare’’. It was about
12.30.

On the way, 700 yards from
The Plough, round about the
Co-op, a_Police minibus
pulled in front of us; four or
five got out, two came to my
side and the rest went round to
Dad’sside. :

‘““Mr Dixon, you are under
arrest’’ one of them. said.
**Will you get out of the car’’.
My Dad said ‘‘No way,
because I haven't done
anythingwrong. I have beento
The Plough for a drink and I
have had a pint. is there a
law against that?”’

The Police opened the car

osminer’s son meetsthepolice
 

Darrel Dixon is 16. Thisis his
account of how he wasarrest-
ed in Ollerton, Notts, on
April 26, with his father,
miner Colin Dixon.

Colin Dixon was held by
the police for 24 hours and
then released-without charge.
He was. taken to hospital
where his arm was found to
be badly bruised, not broken.
 

door and said *‘Get out, you
ate under arrest’. They
dragged him outof the car. He
had his seat belt on which was
now round his neck and the
Policemen were just pulling
him.

Then I opened the car door
and some Policemen. pulled
me out and I was pushed
against the car, arms pulled
behind my back and was
arrested. I was handcuffed.

The Police took all the leaf-
lets, green sheets of paper and
NUM stickers out of the car.
Wewere bundled off into the
Police Van.

My Dadwaslaid onthefloor
where hehad been thrown and
1 could not see if they were
hitting him because Police-
men were all standing in the
way.

A car pulled up in front and
lads who were on strike tried
to look inside to see what was
happening and my Dad was
shouting to tell everyone what
was happening. “‘They have
arrested a schoolkid’’.

We were driven off to the
rear entrance of the Pit.
through the Pit yard. past the
Plough car park. lots of people
still there, und taken to

Mansfield Police Station.
Wehad the handcuffs taken

off us and I said ‘‘Those hand-
cuffs were tight weren't
they?’’. A Policeman said.
“They are only tight wher
they bleed’’. I showed him my
arm which was bleeding. The
Policeman said nothing.

Wewere put in a cell with
six others. I was photographed
with the arresting officer and
so was my Dad. An officer
came and took us out of the
cell and took us to an office
desk. I was taken to a side
office where I was asked my
name, address, where I was
born, date of birth, whict
school I went to and I wastolc
to empty my pockets which |
did. Anotherone went througt
my pockets again anc
searched me.

I was taken outside and sa
in another office. My Dad wa:
taken into the room I had jus
been in and through the ope:
door I watched as the sam
thingwas doneto him.

The Inspector  cautionec
me and gave me a lectur
about being a good lad and
was taken outside where m:
Mum wasand she got hold 2
me by the wrist and I sac
‘‘Watch my wrists, they ar:
hurting’’. My Mum collapse
when I told her my Dac’
arm wasbust.

1 took her back inside. Sh-
waslaid on a bench wheretr:
Inspector brought a -up
water. Thad asked at the des:
for water but they didr
want to know.

Then Ray Chadburn tc:
Mum home. [I waited ur:
Granddad came back. The:
rook Granddad back fot 7:5 <2
to the Courthouse.
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Notts is
onthe

way out
THE Notts coalfield is on its
way out. The Notts Miners
Rank and File Strike Com-
mittee estimate that between
15,000 and 17,000 Notts
miners are out, and more are
joining the strike every day.

The strike is bitinghardest
in the North of the county.
where estimates range from
70 to 90% out at somepits,
like Blidworth, Ollerton,
Bevercoates, Clipstone and
Welbeck.
.

At Ollerton and Clipstone
the nightshift has been can-
celled. by management, prov-
ing the strike is having an
effect. Production is well
down at most pits, but the
NCB continues to claim
all Notts pits are working
normally.

This is a blatant lie. The
NCB are obviously worried
about the snowball effect
once they start admitting
just how many Notts miners
are out.

The Sunday 29 April
branch meetings produced
varied responses to the
strike. At Welbeck, a clear
majority voted to support the
strike and there seems to be
respect for this decision.

However at Mansfield pit
a motion of censure on Ray
Chadburn was passed and
one of confidence in...
Ian MacGregor was also
passed.

Picketing is heavy every
morning at North Nottspits,
mainly by striking Notts
miners and they are usually
joined by any Yorkshire
miners who manage to evade

the road blocks set up on
almost every road leading to
the pits.

As the scabs are marched
in to work by the police they
are sometimes trapped and
the pickets shout ‘‘Maggie
and Jan are proud of you’’.

Pro-strike pressure has
been kept up_constantly
during the last week with
Scargill addressing a mass
rally at Ollerton and then
leading a march tothepicket
on Friday 27 April. Next day,
1500 marched through Work-
sop in support ofthestrike.

The reception on_the
streets was excellent with a
lot of money being collected,
and women workers from a
hospital coming out to
applaud the march.

At the rally which follow-
ed, Henry Richardson was
well received when hesaid he
was proud to represent the
strikers in Notts. But the
biggest cheers were reserved
for Dennis Skinner who,i
his own special way. outlined
the tasks facing the move-
mentin the present period.

On Sunday night Scargill
“was again in Notts to speak to
a rally of over 2,000 Notts
strikers, where he urged all
strikers to be on the picket
lines and all working miners
to stop and getintoline.

With another big demon-
stration planned for Notts in
the next week or so, it surely
can only be a matter of time
until a majority of Notts
men stop work andpits start
grinding to a halt.

Ata miners’ support rally
ir

in Greenwich, South London

 FrontlineNottingham”

The strike spreads
What support doesthestrike
now havein the Notts area?

At Ollerton we have 750
men out on strike and it’s
growing every day. There’s a
hard core remaining deter-
mined and defiant, going into
work.
There are a numberof other
pits like Ollerton with a sub-
stantial majority of men out
on strike. How do you
account for their strength in
comparison with other Notts
pits?

Well, it’s the leadership,
of course. Our union officials
have toed the national line
and put the-case of the NUM,
and the members have

_

responded.
Other union officials have

not and are prepared to lead
their members across picket
lines. They’re not interested
in the nationalunion. They’re
self-centred and are looking
at the June union elections.
They are looking as well at
the redundancy terms. If you
look at the age of the officials
—.especially in South Notts —

they are all old men.

What: proportion do you esti-
mate are out in Notts?

I would say 17,000. Prob-
ably getting on for 50% of
the Notts membership are on
strike. Production in Ollerton
is reduced. The day shift has
only one face at work out of
three. The night shift is not
workingatall.
How has support from other
unions developed?

It’s been tremendous. At
the beginning of the dispute
I don’t think anyone would
have anticipated the response
from other unions. They are
prepared to help in any way
they can. 

Mick McGinty, treasurer
of the Notts rank andfile
strike committee and a
memberof Ollerton NUM
branch committee, spoke
to Socialist Organiser
How have the police changed
over the past few weeks?

The situation in Ollerton
is unbelievable. If I went into
the individual cases they
wouldn’t be believed. We
have had lads arrested driving
up the main street in their
cars, chaps attacked by the
police in the morning just
coming to the picket line
and we had two chapstonight
picked up at Ollerton round-
about, walking to Thoresby
Colliery.
How do youview the silence
of Labour councillors at this
police activity?

We have had our county
councillor here at Ollerton on
the picket lire and the
attitude of the police does
improvewhen they are here.
The police stay away from us
when these people are
around.
Howdo you expectthestrike
to develop? Do you expect a
gradual erosion of right wing
support?

Yes, I think so. People are
coming to their senses and
realise what is happening.
These chaps whostill refuse
to toe the union line will
suffer the consequences at a
later stage. They haven’t put
any case forward and the
ordinary rank and file are
waking up to them. No
miner in Nottinghamshire
wants to be part of a break-
away union which they are
advocating.
What, do you think of Scar-
gill’s call for a mass demon-
stration lasting several days in
the area?

Well, I wholeheartedly
support that because some-
thinghas to be done.
It was said at the beginning
of the. dispute about Oller-
ton in particular, that the
presence of outside miners
antagonised the Notts miners.
Wasthistrue?

I don’t think it was true.
Notts miners are now seeing
that their own colleagues are
being abused by the police on
the picket lines and they’re
adopting the same attitudes.

Many people calling for
a national ballot have said of
the ballot that if it goes in
favour of the union they will
still go into work.
As treasurer of the Notts
strike committee, what do
yousee as its major tasks?

To help the hardship cases.
More so now than ever, not
just the single lads but also
the married men with kids
because the Social Security is
not interested. I believe it’s
part of a plan to hold the
money back and force the
men to return to work.
You have a soup kitchen in
Ollerton which management
are trying to close.

That’s right. The chair of
the welfare, a representative
of the Coal Board, is under
pressure from management to
close the soup kitchen. They
argue that as the village is
split 50-50, the welfare
should keep outofit.

 Wehave a special manage-
ment committee this week
to decide whether it stays
open. I’m sure we'll be
successful in keeping it open.
Are any approaches planned -

to other unions through the

strike committee?
We’re obviously prepared

to go anywhere at any time.
At the moment we have no
plans. We’re busy concen-
trating on our own member-
ship and our owncollieries.
 

Notts womenorganise
By Ann Crowder

DURING the past fortnight
miners’ wives support com-
mittees have sprung up all
over Nottinghamshire. The
work they have done so far
has been tremendous and is
growing at a fantastic rate.

-
On Monday, 30th, they

managed to organise over 150
womenpicketing at Thoresby
Colliery. It was the first
attempt, and a very success-
ful one, at getting Notts.
miners’ wives, women trade
unionists and women activ-
ists out picketing together,
showing the great solidarity
that is growing.

The idea came from a
meeting of different Notts.
miners’ wives support com-
mittees and women activists
only last Thursday.

They felt it necessary to
organise a women’s picket
to fight against the image
that women=are_strike-
breakers, to fight against
the image that they are just
fund raisers, and to fight
against being kept in the
background, quietly working
away.

We also have to fight
against the sexism of some of
our brothers. The slogan
“Maggie Thatcher’s got one,
MacGregor is one”’ has been
widely used during this
dispute. But we challenged
the miners and at the picket
the men present dropped the.
use ofit.

Almost as soon as we got
to the picket line, we were
shoved behindthe police lines
across the road from the pit
entrance. However, we man-
aged to break through and
stand across the road next to
the entrance. We_were

physicallyjabbed back by the
police who seemed shocked
that we werefighting back.

Minibus loads of police
who seemed to beofa differ-
ent type were quickly moved-
in.

The second breakthrough
we made, again to wild cheers
of “The workers united will
never be defeated”, from the
rest of the pickets was dealt
withmuch morebrutally.

These were not just the
“docal Bobbies” (if they exist
anymore in Nottingham-
shire). It is strongly rumour-
ed that given the ill-fitting
uniforms some of them are
wearing now, many of these
are in fact paratroopers .in
heavy disguise!

Women showed that they
have a lot toteach the miners
on the picket lines. For
instance, when the snatch
squads moved in the women
present quickly linked arms
with whoever they were next
to, but the men ‘seemed
almost alarmedat this. Yet it
could prevent the snatch
squads from being so success-
ful in dividing and frightening
everyone.

The feeling of solidarity
amongst the women was
tremendous because of this.
The solidarity seemed to
shake some of the men and
take them by surprise — it
certainly shookthepolice!

From. this picketing, the
police will now decide how
they are going to treat
women onthepicket line. We
can be sure we will not be
dealt with so “lightly” again.

But we won’t be deterred.
The solidarity amongst the
women is too strong. This
dispute is too important for
us all. We will be back!

TeeSodanamet
ann

doorby post!
for a year.
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Police support the scabs
PaulWhetton,secretary
of the Notts miners rank
andfilestrike committee,
spoke to Socialist Organ-
iser about the anti-strike
demonstration in Nott-
ingham on Tuesday Ist

The fact that the press con
continues to ignore is that
from day one large numbers
of Notts miners have been
out. A fortnight ago there
were 10,000 out. It’s prob-
ably something like 15,000
now

This anti-strike demonstra-
tion was an attempt bycert-
ain branch officials — and, I
suspect, somearea officials —

.to try to cover up the extent
of support for the strike in
Nottinghamshire.

They organised buses from
within and outside the Notts
coalfield.

Many: Notts miners who
are on strike also turned up
to defend their union and to
defend their class interests.

The police once again,
carried out a massive clamp-
down. Anyone who looked
like a picket or a Notts miner
on strike was stopped, turned
back, or arrested on any
trumped-up charge.

On the other side of the
coin, the scabs were not only
allowed to travel but in some
cases escorted by the police.
It must be the first time for
at least seven weeks that a
busload of miners has been
able to travel from one part
of this county to another
without being harassed.

It is probably true that the
scabs outnumbered_those
who were in favour of the
strike — but only just, 6040
or something like that, cert-
ainly nothing like seven to
one, Butall of those there in
support of their union were
Notts miners and a large
number of the scabs were
from outside Notts — Lanca-
shire, Warwickshire, and Staf-
fordshire.

At Berry Hill itself the
police tookall their action ag-
ainst those in support of,the
union. The speeches didn’t go
over well because, obviously,
nobody from either side
would let anybody get their
message home. But Chadburn
and Richardson said what
they have been saying for the
last two or three weeks. that
weare fighting not for Welsh
pits or Kent pits or Yorkshire
pits but for British pits - and
among those British pits_are
Nottspits.

Link and Prendergast
played their usual ‘we want a
ballot? line. They were
obviously the folk heroes of
the day.

One thing that is throwing
a spanner in the works in
Notts is that all the branch
officials come up for re-elec-
tion in June, ahd a lot of-
them are thinkingabouttheir
future via the ballot box
rather than the future of the
industry. They are appealing
to the scabs.

But we’ve had pits in the
last few days run that low on

manpowerthatthey have had
to take the night shift off.

-] think Arthur Scargill’s
call for a mass national dem-
onstration in Nottingham-
shire is an excellent idea. It
could bring the issues home
to Nottinghamshire, and per-
haps it would bring hometo
the other coalfields that
Nottinghamshire isn’t a scab
county. The numbers on
strike in Nottinghamshire are
bigger than someoftheentire
coalfields elsewhere... 2... 2. 0.

te ee ee eee 
RICK

MATTHEWS(IFL)

“There are now 160,000
|

miners on strike. But it’s
not good enough just to
be on strike. I want to
see every miner on the
picket lines, demonstrat-
ing solidarity.I want to
see a nationaldemonstra-
tion by theunion in Not-
tingham.If the police say
we can’t goin, then we'll
walk in... If this means
we’ve got to be arrested,
then so be it. We’ve got
to be prepared’’.

Arthur Scargill

Every day the Notts rank
and file strike committee is |

getting asked for support by
lads whoare onstrike but not
getting cooperation from
their own branch officials,
and we’re pulling them in.

The committee is getting
stronger. But now the next
stage is taking over. First we
all needed to come together
and identify with one anoth-
er, to find that we weren’t
isolated, now each individual
pit is setting up its own rank
and filestrike committee.

Manyof those involved are
young lads who have no pre-
vious experience, but they
understand the political im-
plicationsof the dispute, they
understand what it is all
about.

Again, with the wives’
support groups that have
been springing up all over the
place — some of them have
experience from ’72 and °74,
but many of the younger
wives have never seen any-
thing like it, and they’re
going out and_forming
support groups.

  
  

‘ArthurScargillat the Cardiffminers’ rally on the 28th

,

Scargill calls for a new Saltley

How therank andfileorganise
THEextension of the strike
in the Nottinghamshireareais
a tribute to the work of the
Notts Miners’ Rank and File
Strike Committee.

In the early stages of thestrike
the lack of an organised left in
the NUM outside the official
bodies of the union presented

Notts strikers with many prob-
lems.

The right wing of the Notts
area NUM based themselves on
the parochialism resulting from
the productivity scheme. They
had control of most branches in
the Notts area, and held sway
over the area executive and area
council.

Those refusing to cross picket

lines at the beginning of the
dispute often found themselves
supported neither by their
branch, nor the area executive,
nor the area council. Some also
had no contact with strikers in
neighbouring pits.

With Yorkshire and other
pickets unable to reach every pit
because of the police, many
miners were forced back to work. When ‘a North Notts (later alNotts) Rank and Filestrike Com

mittee was formed, it was a turn
ing point. Experienced branclofficials on strike in the more mi
itant North Notts pits organised ;meeting on April 10 at Ollertos
Miners’ Welfare.

_

About 100 miners from fom
pits attended. They decided tc
Join forces and organise their owr
flyingpickets.

Before that the only coordi
ation of the left had been the
Notts Miners’ Forum, a smal
though influentialgrouping prim
arily designed to mobilise the lef
vote in union elections. It hac
producedaleaflet early on in dx
strike. but it was clearly inade
quate.

The second meeting of tx
Strike Committee, on April 17
attracted 500 striking miners
including representatives from 1
of the 25 Notts pits. For the firs
time strikers from pits such a:
Hucknali and Cotgrave saw the
possibilityof a planned campaigr
to stop the Notts coalfield.

Leaders
The Strike Committee wa

also an important pressure of
area leaders Ray Chadburn anc
Henry Richardson, counteracting
the right-wing majority in the
NUM branches. Chadburn and
Richardson cameout in favour o!
the strike.

The Strike Committee has alsc
spurred on miners in the weaker
pits and encouraged them to form
strike committees and strengthex
theirpicketing.

It has not been able to give
muchattention yet to the task of
building links with other untus
Those unions are now makin
ssympathetic noises, though the
wider union membership is ur

doubtedly still taken in by the
press campaign against the Nort
strikers, and local union leader
ships have generally (though ther:
are some exceptions) shied awa
from tacklingthis.

The Notts Rank and Fi
Strike Committee urger °m
requires funds. Money should a
sent to:

Paul Whetton, 10 Nicheta
Place, Tuxford, Newark. Nort
NG22 OHU.



  MUCH OF the romance that
attaches to miners as the
shock battalions of the work-
ing class seemsto be. tied in
with basic notions of mascul-
inity. It is a male industry.
Andin previous strikes, there
was a very macho stamptoall -

the supporting activity. But
what is very noticeable about
this strike is the speed and
extent of women’s involve-
ment._

Women from the mining
communitieshave set up their
own support groups in Kent,
Yorkshire, Notts, the Mid-
lands and Wales (that’s just
the ones we know about!)
New groups are springing up

‘ every’ week in villages and
areas round the strike. And
having got moving, women
have very soon outpaced the
men in terms of the militancy
andoriginalityof theiractions.

There were “‘wives support
groups”’ in the earlier miners’
strikes, but they were small,
isolated in theirown areas and
had a very different idea of
their role, as Kay Sutcliffe
from Kent describes:

‘During the 1972 and °74
strikes we had a very small
committee. Basicallyall we did
wassort out donationsof food,
make them up into food
parcels and distributed them
to the needy in the village,
amongstthestriking families.
Wewerereally in the back-
ground, played a very quiet
role, we weren’t very active
at all.”’

Pee
BY GERRY BYRNE

But ‘‘when it came to this
strike thebasis of that commit-
tee wasstill there . . .

It feels
as though the women have got
involved this time becausethe
1972 and 1974 strikes started
somethingoff and even though
the women were very quiet,
theyall thoughtaboutit.

‘Everyone joined in the
marches. There were nosolely
women’s matchesatthattime,
but the womengot involved in
other ways . . .

we'd have
mainlybeenin the background
but when your husband’s
quite active, you do listen and
find out what’s going on and
you learn more.”’

.

Howhavethemenreacted?
“They were glad to see us.

There were only a handful of
pickets at Herworth and then
we turned up surrounded by
a hundred policemen. We
managed to turn about five
lorries away from the pit.
Actually the worst harass-
ment we got was from the
police, not thepickets.’’

Sheila Jow, Thurnscoe,
SouthYorks

I thinkthe NUM would give
us support. I mean it’s our
fight as well, isn’t it? Weall
live off coal — we’re all
involved .. .

It was becauseof
the way the ‘police behaved
that we decided we must do
something.” :

SheilaJow last week, it came over that

have us, so my husband has

‘“‘We go toalot of the strike
meetings in the morning. My
sister goes a lot because she’s
only got to go. up and say we

would like to do such and such,
and theysay, make your plans,
let us know ... They’ve had
several inquiries about people
going to meetings and passed
it on to us and asked us if we

would like to go. In fact,
there’s never been a private
union committee meeting,
they’ve been quite willing to
have us in/ their meetings
andtalkto us about things.”’

KaySutclffe

The Kent women said
they’d met no opposition from
the men worth considering:

‘“My husband  wouldn’t
turn round and say ‘No, you’re
not going to do that

. .
You

shouldn’t do thisor do that’ ’’.
Rosemary Sharpe

“Tf there has been any
opposition it has been very
backhanded, and it’s been
from men who don’t attend the
meetings .. . and you know
they’ve got no right to say
that. If they can’t attend the
meetings themselves, they’ve
got no right to condemn us
womenfor doingit.’’

KaySutcliffe
“We disagree with what’s

happening [overpit closures]
so we're showing in our own

way we disagree with it. Not
because the men say ‘do this,
do that’. We’ve taken our
owndecisions’.

But they thought it might
be different in other areas.

“You know the Yorkshire
miners, when it was on TV

women’splaceis in the home.
You know: ‘Do you talk
about the strike? No, that’s
nothingto do withmy wife’.

“But of course it’s some-
thing to do with their wife;it
involves both of you. It’s the
wife that suffers at the end of
the day if there’s no wage
coming in. It’s the wife that
has to put up with the fact
that she can’t go out and do
the shopping”.

Rosemary Sharpe

If that was the attitude of
the men in other areas, they
have had to change their
tune. A woman from Blid-
worth (Notts) described how
she had tried to get involved
in the strike from thestart,
but was stopped by her hus-
band until they had a huge
row.

“J had done nothing for,
five weeks. But then I said*
that I don’t care what he-
says, I’m going anyway. | got
my neighbour and we march-
ed downto the picketline.

“Things have snowballed
from there. The men at the
picket line were pleased to

had to eat his words”’.
After the women’s action

at Thoresby (described else-
where in the paper), one
miner in the Ollerton miners’
welfare commented: “If the
women had been there from
the beginning the strike
would have been solid by
now”.

The women’s involvement
has also injected an extra ele-

ment of imaginative tactics
into the dispute. It was the
Kent women, very early in
the strike, who hit on the
idea of a women’s march
through Leicestershire to
counteract the press propa-
ganda about wives opposing
the strike, but they’re quite
modest about their achieve-
ments.

“We've more or less done
our own thing. Unless we’ve
been approached.It’s mainly
around support for the min-
ers. We’ve never actually done
anything to promote the fact
that we’re a women’s group
fighting. We’ve just been do-
ing this to support the indus-
trial action that’s been
taken.

“Just as a back-up,really.
Not anything to say that the
women can do it better, or~
the women can be as good.
It’s just the fact that we find
we’ve had the support. We’ve
been able to show it in our
own actions in our own

5 oyway
That Leicestershire march

led to another,in Mansfield,
for which they contacted
miners’ wives in other areas.

“It was great... the support
from people lining the streets
and the money that was

coming in. It was unbeliev-
able that we were in an area

 

that disagreed with the strike.
You’d never have believed
it”.

Women from Thurnscoe
village in South Yorkshire
who were coming downto set

  
 

   

 

 

The women's bat 
up a soup kitchen in Ollerton,
Notts, were harassed and held
by police for two hours,
and threatened with arrest if
they got off the bus (even to
use the service station toilet!) 
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“After a couple of hours
this, we decided that if we

going to be treated by
police like flying pickets
we might as well be fly- 

ing pickets. We had only been
trying to set up a soup kitch-
en! So we walked to Her-
worth pit, three miles away”.

And they haven’t stopped
at picketing the pits.

“We’re thinkingof picket-
ing electricity boards because
they are being really heavy
about non-payment ofbills...
One thingwe want to do is to
go and sit down in front of a
pit. Just sit down and refuse
to move. What would the
police do then?”

Both these plans have now
been operated. Women form-
ed a picket round houses
whose electricity was due to
be cut off and turned away
the workers who cameto cut
them off — the workers
wouldn’t cross the picket.

The sit-down is described
in this paper. One thing that
is clear is that the women
have drawn conclusions about
the police involvement, and
about how the police have
been used in other struggles.

_

“Eddie Shah has broken
the law three times. No-one
has been knocking on his
door and dragging him down
to prison. It’s one law for
them and one law forus.It’s
class. It’s class law.”

‘What the women are
doing at Greenham is fantas-
tic, and they deserve a medal. 

If I didn’t have kids I would
have been down there my-
self”.

The tactics of the Green-
ham women obviously served
as an inspiration for thesit-
downpicket!

One of the barriers, very
often, to women’s involve-
ment in disputes is the prob-
lem of who will mind the
children.

“We’ve had three meetings
so far. If it’s during the day

we taken the kids with us.
But the last one we had was
at night so our husbands
looked after them at home.
All of the husbands seemed
to see it as important. We
haven’t had any hassle over it
yet’’.

Sheila Jow

“There’s no-one yet had
any problems. There are so
many people with familyand
friends in the village, if some-
one wanted to go to a meet-
ing and they were worried
about baby-sitters, we’d find
someone to have the children
the whole day and the whole
night. There are no problems
whatsoever.

A major task facing the -

womenisdeveloping coordin-
ation between different areas.

“What we really need is
contact with other wives’
committees. We don’t know
of any others, or what they’re
doing, except some women in
Edlington village. We need co-
ordination between women’s
groups.

“Also, of course, money
and food. We can’t afford
petrol to get down to Oller-
ton again. We’ve been out for-
seven weeks now with no
money. Some families are
starving’.

Sheila Jow

“The women’s involvementhas also injected an extra
elementof imaginativetactics into the dispute... The
tacticsof the Greenham women obviously served as
an inspiration...”

_

“You just go ahead and
organise it and you know
you’re going to get your
neighbours there because the
kids are all catered for’’.

One some of the broade1
political issues, the women
are very vocal. On the nation-
al ballot idea.

_“The national ballot call is
all wrong. It’s like I said to
one of the drivers going into
Herworth. If you’ve got two
ships in the middle of the
Mediterranean, each with300
people on board, and one was
sinking, would you wait for
the other ship to have a vote
on whetherto save it?”

Sheila Jow

“If the Tories are so con-
cerned about democracy,
why don’t they have a nat-
ional ballot about whether we
have cruise missiles in the
country? They didn’t think
about democracy over
GCHQ,did they,nor the met
county councils?”

And if the government
sent in troops to move coal.

“T think they’d have a
hard job.if they tried it.
They'd be willing to try any-
thing to win. I wouldn’t put
it past them atall.

“J think this is when the
rest of the country would
rally round. We could even
envisage a general strike if
that happened — if they did
bring troops in”’.

Kay Sutcliffe

But the women thinkthat
the prospects for the strike.
are good.

  
  

“We will win. We won’t go
back until we’ve won... I
think it should be a general
strike. Other workers should
be supporting us.

“Why are T&G driversstill
crossing the picket line? Their
union hasn’t been doing its
job properly. I would never
cross a picket line”’.

Sheila Jow

“They’re certainly not
starving our men back. Weall
have to takg a stand. I came
from Durham originally. We
came downto Yorkshire after
‘the pits closed there, and we
were promised jobs for our
families. We must stand firm
now because there is nowhere
else to run.

:

“The fight is for every-
body — the youthof today as
well. I’ve got a family.All my
children have to look forward
to is a job scheme. £25 a
week — or £5 off the dole if
they refuse. Theré’s no work,
no money,nothingfor them.

“We must make the stand
now. If we don’t shell have
us on our knees. But I just
hope and pray thatwe'll have
her on her knees’”’.

Ronnie, Yorkshire Miners’
Wives Action Committee,

Edlington
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- French troops in Chad — 

By Clive Bradley
LIBYA has a population of
about three million people,
living in fairly small parts of
a country that is mostly
desert. Colonel Muamar
Gaddafi seized power in a
military coup in 1969, over-
throwing the pro-Italian mon-
archyof King Idris.

The economy is overwhelm-
ingly based on oil production.
The Gaddafi regime largely
led the way among Arabstates
in terms of nationalising oil
fields and_increasing oil
ptices. More recently, Libya
has

__

disregarded OPEC
production quotas.
As a result of theimportance

of oil — and of-large financial
receipts from oil exports — the
state in Libya is extremely
large, employing vast num-
bers of service workers, many
of whom have migrated from
poorer Arabstates (especially
Egypt).
 Irish Forum flops
BY WednesdayMay 2 the report
of the New Ireland Forum will
have been published and
Ireland’s ‘constitutional’
nationalistparties both sides of
the border will be lookingto
Britain for a positive response to
theirproposals.

The reputations of all the
major parties in Southern
Ireland are at stake but most
importantly, the future of the
constitutional Northern Ireland
Catholic party, the Social and
Democratic Labour Party
depends on the success of the
Forum.

As early as 1978 the SDLP
suggested that the serious and
moderate Irish parties get.
togetherand back some common
initiatives on the national ques-
tion.

Events in the North between
1978 and 1982 forced these
political parties into a position
where theyhad to develop some
coherent strategy. The British
government had_continually
failed to erode the Unionists’
intransigence, offered no
reforms even within the North-
erm Ireland state. and had
launched yet another Assembly
to pacify public opinion in
Britain.

But, more significantly, the
fight for politicalstatus in thesix
county prisons had launched
Sinn Fein on the road to elec-

toral success. Sinn Fein are seen
by the nationalist community to
have a positive alternative to
the bankruptcy and stagnation
of the Northern Ireland state:
the abolition of that state and a
united Ireland. The SDLP des-
perately needed to find - an
equally positive response if they
are to stem‘the growing tide of
support for therepublicanmove-
ment.

For these reasons the SDLP
refusedto take their seats in the
Northern Ireland Assembly in
1981.

Instead they set up the New
Ireland Forum in 1982 with the
three major Souther. parties,
Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and the
LabourParty.

The support of Fine Gael and
Labour, who are in coalition in
the government of the Irish
republic, give the Forum con-
siderable status in Anglo-lrish
politics. It was hoped thatother
moderate Northern parties
would participate but the
Official Unionists were never
interested and even the middle
class Alliance Party refused to
make any submissions to the
Forum. Like the Unionists, the
Alliance Party sees the Forum
as a platform for Irish national-
ists which will refuse to
challenge any of the traditional
nationalistattitudes to the status
of NorthernIreland.
 

High diplomacy
HAVE you ever wondered what
they say to each other, those
Prime Ministers and Heads of
State, in between smiling for
the cameras, trying to look grave,
serious, triumphant, angry, his-
toric, etc? How does HectoringMaggie get on with ‘socialist’
President of France, Francois
Mitterrand? Does she say ‘Ya
Boo’ and tell him he has had to
adopther policies?

The West German news maga-
zine Der Spiegel eavesdropped on
a dinner conversation between the
EEC heads ofstate at the summit
in mid March. You will remember
that there was talk then of the
£EC collapsing and Mrs Thatcher
~as threatening to pull out if she
-xin't gether way.

This is some of what Der
peel reported in its March 26

,

Beicrum’s Prime Minster
“ited Marteers and Greece's
weoses Paramiveoe cegesd te
foot Fameees cr =

“If the Greeks argued so
egotistically they would be
called street pedlars — by Mrs
Thatcher in the first instance,”said Papandreou. Mrs Thatcher
replied that if things were going |

badly for some countries, that
was because of Socialist mis-
management.

“You would like to dictate
to our voters

_
whether theyshould vote right or left”,snapped Papandreou.

“That would be a very good
idea”, replied Thatcher.

Then President Mitterand
asked her whether Englandstill
had any interest in working
together in the EEC. She got very
angry. “We are not withdrawing,”she said. Who, she wanted to
know had held outg@uring the last
war? The British, “when you on
the continent had already collap-
sedTMMitterand now got angry and |

sued tack. “You are going
cer or. ~

 
 

By PatrickMurphy
Sinn Fein was deliberately

excluded from participation,
just as they are excluded from
accessto the Southerntelevision
station RTE. The fear of the
Irish government at the rise of
Sinn Fein is so great that
government ministers and
officials are refusingto meet anydelegation of local councillors
which includes Sinn Fein
councillors.

The participants in the
Forum hopethatSinn Fein will
be outflanked by the unity of
constitutional nationalism,
that moderate opinion in the
North will respond favourably
and thatthe British government
will begin talks on the future of
Northern Ireland based ont he
Forum report.

Noneof these hopesare well-
founded. British governmentpolicy on the future of Northern
Ireland is without a local politic-
al dimension but is still bound
hand and foot to the will of the
Unionist population in the
North. The Unionists are whole-
heartedly opposed to the veryidea of the Forum. They are out-
raged that Southern Irish poli-
ticians should presume_to
demandtorrequest anythingof
Northern Ireland. They will
forcefully oppose’ whatever the
Forum proposes and thepresent
British governmentwill dolittle
to challengethatopposition.

Even worse, so-called moder-
ate nationalism has changed
very little over the last fifteen
years, to judge by the Forum’s
discussions. In a lengthy sub-
mission by the Catholicbishops
the main church refused to even
consider any loosening of their
hold on the social conscience of
thestate.

Divorce, contraception, abor-
tion and pre-marital sex are all
to remain illegal and

_
sinful.

There can be no concessions to
Protestant religious teaching.

Apart from a few individual
‘progressive’ Unionists, like
the Belfast solicitor Robert
McCartney, the Forum hasjust
been a platform for the tradi-
tional bourgeois nationalists in
Ireland.

Whatwill they have to offer?
It is likely that they will accept
partition as the future of Ireland
for the time being. It seems that
they will suggest some form of
joint sovereignty over Northern
Ireland involving both the
London and Dublin governments
with guaranteed safeguards and

rights for both Catholicand Pro-
testant communities. The
British governmentwillunreser-
vedly refuse an concessions on ‘

sovereignty but will offer talks
on better Anglo-Irish relations.
The form this is most likely to
take is an Anglo-Irish parlia-
mentary tier, involving politi-
cians from both governments.
This suggestion was made in
1981 at a summit between
Dr Garret Fitzgerald, the Irish
Prime Minister, and Mrs
Thatcher.

If the British government are
to make these concessions, take
the political risks and the loyal-
ist flak, then they will have
demands to make of the
nationalists. They will want
more cross-border cooperation
in economics and trade, but the
crunch will probably be their
desire for more cooperation on
security and the campaignagainst ‘terrorism’. Given the
coalition Irish government’s
tough stance on republican
resistance thisshould present no
problems.

Thepoint is thatfor theNorth-
ern Republicans and their sup-
porters in the South the New
Ireland Forum will mean

‘increased repression and tighter
bordersecurity.

The most important immed-
iate aim held by both Irish and
British governments -and the
SDLPis the defeat of the cam-
paign of resistance by the Rep-
ublican movementto the rule of
Britain and Unionism in the
North.

The report of the New Ireland
Forum should represent finally
the abandonment of the North-
ern Catholics by the SDLP in
favour of international politics
and diplomacy.

The struggle against the
Northern Ireland state will
continue and, indeed, the
demise of the SDLP mayclarify
thesituation. If thereis a dangerin any of this to Sinn Fein it is
that theywill see themselves as
therightful heirs of thenational-
ism that the SDLP and Fianna
Fail leave behind rather than a
more radical, non-sectarian
workingclassforce in Irish poli-
tics. The events of recent
years mark the failure of capit-
alism,-British and Irish, to offer
any solutions to the Northern
Irish war.

The onus will increasingly
fall on republicansandsocialists
to develop a strategy that can
defeat the forces of reaction in
Ireland, British, Irish and
Unionist.

  
Vehement condemnation of

Arab failure to aid the Pales-
tinians during the Israeli inva-
sion of Lebanon (not that
Gaddafi did any more), and
strained relations with other
oil producers, have pushed
Libyainto closer alliance with
the USSR.

Nevertheless, the over-
whelming bulk of Libya’s
economic relations remain
with the West. Even the US
— according to rhetoric the
main enemy of the regime —

accounts for over 30% of
exports. The largest single
importeris Italy (30.7%).

Britain is not a major trad-
ing partner, although the
volume of trade is still large
(Britain exported over £260
million worth to Libya in 1982,
and imported over £340 million
worth. This balance, inciden-
tally, was a reversal of pre-
vious trends).

Gaddafi has made erratic
‘anti-imperialism’ his main-
stay. The Libyan regime
rejects communism and_all
notions of internal class
struggle, and consciously
tries to model itself on the
regime of Nasser in Egypt,
before 1970.

While on the face of it,
Gaddafi has_consistently
supported progressive, or at
least rebellious, forces in
many parts of the world, in
reality he and his regime have
acted outofself-interest.

Recently, for example,
Gaddafi sided with Syria (its
main Arabally) in the siege of
Tripoli in Lebanon,: which
aimedto destroy the PLO as an
independentorganisation.

And earlier last year, the
Libyan regime — not for the
first time — took to large scale
interference in neighbouring
Chad. Libya has been angling
for control of a materially
valuable area of northern Chad
for some time, and backed one
side in the civil war to its own
advantage.

Nevertheless, Libya has
backed opposition move-
ments such as Polisario in
Morocco; and it has given
money to opposition move-
ments elsewhere.

For this reason, Gaddafi is
much hated in imperialist
circles,
which has periodically made
false allegations about the
extent of Libyan involvement
abroad, and has ‘buzzed’
Libyan planes — largely to
take the heat off difficult
situations internally in the

Gaddafi is not progressive,
and deserves no support from
socialists. But his erratic
foreign policy has. thrown
spanners
imperialist
time to time.

in the works of
ambitions from

especially the US,

_activity.

 InternationaLoamWORLD

What makes Gaddafi run 
i.

BETWEEN 1,000 and 2,000
Chinese troops are said to
have been involved in an
incursion into northern
Vietnam last week. China
claims to have killed 43 Viet-
namesesoldiers and lost none
of its own, but the Vietnamese
government. disputes_this,
claiming that the Chinese
suffered heavy casualties.

One motive for the Chinese
invasion is to reassert China’s
regional strength. Vietnam is
courting Thailand, Indonesia
and Australia for a solution to
the Kampucheanquestion (the
continued occupation of
Kampuchea by Vietnam) that
would exclude China. Rapping
Vietnameseknuckles would be
a way of demonstrating the
extent to which China cannot
be excluded.

It is also a little coincidental
that Reagan visited Peking
shortly afterwards. Perhaps

_the Chinese invasion was also
intended as a gesture to the
US of China’s abilityto act as
a regional watchdog in the
future.
 

THEeditor of the Observer and
Tiny Rowlands, head of Lonrho
and financial force behind the
Observer, have settled their differ-
ences, it seems. But the realities’
of reptession in Zimbabwe go on.

Southern Matabeleland has
been sealed off for over two
montis b government troopssearching ‘dissenters’ — that
is, Ndebale

:supporters of Joshua
Nkomo, or sections of the Zim-
babwean people less than total
in their support for the Shona-
based governmentin Harare.

Details of what is going on -

are hard to come by. Butreports
speak of random detentions,
killings and attempts to starve
many of the 420,000 trapped in
the area.

;Last year 2-3,000 people were
killed in government attacks in
northern Matabeleland. No one
knows exactly how many casual-
ties have resulted from Mugabe’s
present action. Hundreds of
people have been arrested and
sent to camps (where there are
reports of torture). And distress
and death from-.starvation is said
to be widespread.

|

 

OVER the Easter weekend
about 500,000 people were
involved in peace actions
throughout West Germany.
Oneof the largest events was
a three-day march through
the Ruhrvalley from Duisburg
to Dortmund. Peace activists
and trade unionists from Leeds
werfeinvited by Dortmund,its
twinned city, and I was sent as
the NALGOdelegate.

The march was well atten-
ded — 30,000 on thefirst day,
building up to 60,000 for the
final rally.

There is no. central body
comparable to CND, so it is
left to local groups andparties
to organise and coordinate

The Moscow-line
Communist Party, the DKP,
with its vast experience of

‘popular fronts, has more or
less taken over the running of
this annual event.The Greens
had little involvement. True
to name they complained of
the DKP making it too ‘polit-
ical’ (I didn’t notice), and this
made the attendance smaller

- thanlast year.-



 
SCIENCE

Does
nature
move in
leaps?

By Les Hearn

I WANTtoshare with readers
the pleasure I got from a

book I read on holiday recen-

tly — ‘Ever Since Darwin’,a
book of essays on natural
history by American palaeon-
tologist Stephen Jay Gould.

Gould is that rare creature, a
socialist scientist, in a discipline
where too frequently practition-
ers allow their political and social
outlook to pass for scientific in-
sight. But thisbookis nota politi-
cal tract. It is a fascinatingcollec-
tion of glimpses at evolution,as a
selection of. topics shows.

For instance, why does one
species of bamboo flower once
every 120 years andthendie?

Why do cicada larvae live
underground for 17 (or 13) years
before emerging as adults, mating,
laying eggs, and dying within a
few weeks?

Why does on species of fly
develop asa larva inside its moth-
er, eating her body away, to
emerge from theempty shell with
her own daughter already eating
her?

Why are human babies so
helpless at birth? Gould believes
human babies ace still embryos
at birth.By comparison with our
closest relatives, we would expect
birthafter some 18 monthsgesta-
tion. Gould points out that this
would be physically impossible
without a drastic redesign of the
female pelvis.

A useful consequence is that
more of the development of the
humanbrain takes place outside,
increasing the possibilityof learn-
ing in what is essentially a learn-
ing species,

Engels
‘What wasthe decisive step in

human evolution — the develop-
mentof a large brain or of upright
posture?

With Engels, whom he quotes
approvingly, Gould believes that
upright posture freed the hands —

for the sort of manipulative /ab-
our that distinguishes human soc-
ieties from all others. Those who
claim that a large brain was of
prime importance are merely
reflecting the ‘anti-labour’ prejud-
ices of our society.

Gould also suggests that the
course of evolution may not al-
ways be gradual, but may be
marked by (revolutionary)
periods where new species are
rapidly formed. For this some
have accused Gould and co-
thinkersof ‘Marxism’.

True or not, Gould also takes
a long look at the interaction of
science and politics, particularly
in the debate over race and IQ
and ‘human nature’.

This is a thoroughly readable.
enjoyable and worthwhilebook.

* Penguin £1.95.

 
Weptien fay ienuldEverSince Darwin

'Reeeiions iu anual Histor: 
   Basil Davidson’s ‘Africa’series: Channel 4 TV,Mondays 9pm

A tale agreed upon 
The blackman’s burden — Mozambiquein the 1930s

By John O’Mahony
“What is history but a tale
agreed upon?” asked Napol-
eon Bonaparte.

And that’s exactly what much
popular‘history’ in factis.

The ‘history’ of Black Africa
has for centuries been a tale
agreed upon by those who rob-
bed, despoiled,pillaged,exploited
and enslaved the black people of
Africa.

They treated black people as
sub-human cattle, so they deve-
loped a powerful interest in bel-
ieving that the blacks of Africa
were by nature sub-humancattle,
not too far above the beasts of
the jungle.

The widespread description of
blacks as ‘jungle bunnies’ isn’t just
a piece of casual recent British
working class racist language.It is
the distilled essence of the atti-
tude to blacks and their. history
developed by bourgeois civilisa-
tion since the Renaissance.

The German philosopher
Friedrich Hegel talked of the
blacks as ‘childish’and as not hav-
ing reached the level of human
self-awareness. Africa, he said,
was no historical part of the
world — it had contributed no-
thing to the great flood-stream of
history. .

‘ Therelativelyenlightened Vic-
torian explorer and trarslator Sir
Richard Burton said that the
African negroes were not just sav-
ages. Savages could be civilised;
civilised people had been savages.
The Negro, by contrast, was a de-
generate, incapable of rising above
the level of permanent childish-
ness. Another Victorian explorer
said that the black African was

SPOTLIGHT

‘human nature in its crudest
state’.

In his eight-part Channel 4 TV
series ‘Africa’, the Marxist writer
Basil Davidson sets out to clean
awaytheencrusted lies and myths
generated by the post-Renaissance
slave trader’s-eye view of Black
Africaand its people.

In place of the popularly
believed myth that all Africans
were “still up in the trees”

he is presenting an
account based on archeological
and other scientific evidence of
African civilisations over 4000 or
moteyears.

Andit is often a startling story
that he tells: rock-paintings made
by negroes seven or eight thous-
and years ago in the then verdant
Sahara; ancient Egypt; the black
kingdom of Meroe,.1000 miles
south of the Egyptian frontier;
a medieval Christian kingdom in
what is now the southern Sudan

.

(it was overrun by Saladin’s Mus-
lims during the Crusades).

Basil Davidson demonstrates
that African blacks were very
much a part of what we consider
the mainstream ofhistory.

Using Egyptian tomb-paintings
of black Pharaohs, a medieval
statue of the black crusading
knight Saint Maurice, and early
Renaissance paintings, he shows
that the equality of the different 
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races was taken 7:

Europe, after th
tury, started to
“warren for the cc

open to unscrupulous m2
and to states like that 27
land’s Queen ElizabethI

Soon even the memem <¢
African civilisation was tec
over. Where a Saint Maurice co23e
not be erased as a name from the
Pantheon of the Church. he was
erased as a black man and came 72
be regarded as white (thoush the
statue in Magdeburg cathedzal x
plainly thatof a negro).

When 19th century explores
came upon impressive ruins m
BlackAfrica, they explained them
with. fantasies about refaraes
from higher civilisations. The
blacks could not have had amy-

’ thingto do withit, they insisted.
Even the famous Dr Albert

Schwettzer. who spent much of
his life doing Christian good
works in African jungles, could
talk in the middle of the 20th
century of the African being his
brother in Christ, but his ‘younger
brother’.

Davidson’sseries is opening up
the history of an entire segment
of humanity long hidden by our
self-complacent ignorance and by
the encrusted prejudices secreted
and petrified by our civilisation
over four centuries. Don’t miss
the rest ofit.
 Organising
Martin Thomasreviews
‘ThePoverty Brokers: the
IMFandLatinAmerica’,by
Martin Honeywelland

.

others.Latin America
Bureau£3.25.
“IN TWO squatter  settle-
ments... 88 per cent of those
who had drunk milk regularly
in 1972 no longer did so by
1978. Evaporated milk, once
the mainstay for weaning
small children, had become a-
luxury and instead mothers
resorted to weak tea.

“By 1978, Nicovita, a chick-
en feed containing a numberof
toxic substances but costing
less than 9p a kilo, was being
eaten by squatter dwellers and
peasantsalike...

“‘Under-employment rose
to include 50 per cent of the
economically active popula-
tion. The number of street
hawkers swelled in the city
centre, jamming the pave-
ments...

“On the main highways in
the city, the number of small
children selling magazinesand
sweets, and cleaning car wind-
screens in the few seconds
before thetraffic lights chang-
ed, rose alarmingly. Petty
crimeescalated...’

That was Peru after two
years of treatment from the

IMF. The samesuffering is
being spread throughout Latin
America now,in the wake of
the general debt crisis that
opened with Mexico’s default
in August 19824. .

~ “|mports to the seven largest
‘borrowing countries in Latin
America last year were 42%
Below their1981 level. That
means industry cut back, un-

employment rising, food pric-
es increased. Welfare services
(such as they are) have also
been decimated.

-The IMFisthepolice officer
for the international banks.
Since the 1960s — and espe-
cially since the early 1970s,
with the vast international
flows of funds arising from the
oil price increases — Latin
American states have become
more and more dependent on
borrowing from commercial
banks.

In 1965, 12% of Latin Amer-
ica’s debt was owed to com-
mercial banks. By 1980 56%of
a vastly increased total debt
wasto thebanks.

With the world recession
after 1979, Latin America fell
more and moreinto borrowing
to pay off old debts, rather
than for expansion. Then in
1982 credit dried up.

In 1983 the outward flow of
interest and capital repay-
ments from Latin America
exceeded the new loans com-
ing in by about $30billion.

Oneafter another,the states
of Latin America have been
forced to seek special arrange-
mentswiththebanks.

The banks have agreed —

on two conditions. First, over-
the-odds interest rates.
Second, IMF-supervised gov-
ernmentausterityplans.

The IMF’s plans are reso-
“Jutely Thatcherite, using the
cold winds of free-marketeco-
nomics to chastise the over
indulgentborrowers. Or, more
precisely — not so much to
chastise the capitalists who
borrowed the money in the
first place, as the workers and
peasants of the borrowing
countries.

 
The Brandt Commission has

proposed that the IMF be
more flexible and generous
about lending. There would be
good capitalist reasons for
such a policy: easier credit
gives trade better possibilities
of expansion.

Martin Honeywell points out
thatreformsofthissort ‘‘could
lead to some growth in the
LDCs (Less Developed Coun-
tries) in the context of a grow-
ing world economy. However,
such growth would be bought
at the cost of further malad-
ministration of the countries*
resources in the hands of a
small elite’’.

Also, it would case the
smaller crises — but probably
at the cost of even more dram-
atic crises later. The present

poverty

he

debt crisis is, after all, the
sequel to a period of extremely
easy credit from the internat-
ional banks in the ’70s.

Winston James’s_ chapter
on Jamaica also argues that
the real villain is not. just the
IMF, but the system that it
expresses and administers.

“The social and economic
crises of contemporary Jamai-
ca cannot be simply ‘blamed’
on the IMF as many have
tended to do... Unviable eco-
nomic measures were prescri-
bed by the IMF, but were not
executed by it. The measures
were. put into effect by the
indigenous Jamaican ruling
class, albeit not under circum-
stances totally within its
control’.

The Manley government in
Jamaica had declared that it
would defy the IMF. But even-
tually the logic of capitalist
economics pushed it to the
IMF regardless.‘Capitalismin
one country’ is not a real
alternative to IMF imperial-
ism.

The IMFand the system it
presents need to be fought
soth from within the richer
capitalist states and from with-
in theThird World.

Here, we need to fight to
replace the powerof the bank-
ers and bosses by working-
class control over the eco-
nomy, and to substitute mass-
ive aid and reparations to the
Third World for the banks’
blood-squeezing usury. And
the workingclass in Latin Am-
erica and the Third World
needs to fight to oust their
local capitalists, to break down
the borders which divide them
into small,weak country units,
and to create a power which
can face down thebanks.
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I Labour Movement
| Conferenceon Palestine
! Saturday May 19. County

Hall, London SE1.|! Speakers includeMoshe
| Machover,Uri Davis,
i Jeremy Corbyn MP,Colin
i Talbot (POEU), PLO repre-
| sentative, and Peter
| Tatchell.
] Twodelegatesper labour
| movementorganisation:
| credentials £2 from Andrew
| Hornung, 28 Carlton
1 Mansions, HolmleighRd,
1 London N16.
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  Local elections May 3

Support Liverpool
By Kevin FeintuckON APRIL25 Liverpool City

Council’s Labour group again
presented a budget to the full
counvil.

As predicted, the budget,
based on a nine per cent rate
increase and a refusal to cut
jobs or services, was defeated
by the six Labourright-wing-
ers who had already voted
with the Liberals and Tories
at the first budget meeting.--The election on May 3 will
be a major test for the Lab-.
our Party in Liverpool. Lab-
our only needs to gain as few
as four or five seats to guaran-
tee a majority immuneto the
right-wing scabs.

Although nobody in the
local Labour Party would
count any chickens before
they hatch, the prospects of a
working majority for Labour
has been enough to send our
opponents into a flurry of
activity.

The Sunday Times hasal-
ready reported that the gov-
ernment plans to overturn an
elected Labour council and
replace it with appointed
commissioners. The’ govern-
ment would also bankrupt
Labour councillors and bar
them from office.

The local Liberals, always
keen to keep well in with the
government, have produced
their own pea-shooter to imi-
tate the Tory big guns. In the
week running up to the elec-
tions, the Liberals published
their own threat to issue writs

'

  

 
Derek Hatton

against leading Labour coun-
‘cillors John Hamilton, Derek
Hatton, and Hugh Dalton.

If these writs, charging wil-
ful misconduct, cameto fruit-
ion, they would also result in

- bankruptcy and being barred
from office.

In the face of these threats
the councillors and the Dis-
trict Labour Party are stand-
ing firm in defence of jobs
‘and services. This principled
stand has still not received
support from those who are
elected to lead the Labour
Party.

Neil Kinnock, after
months of avoiding meeting
leaders of the council, has
repeated his call for the coun-
cil to make cuts kindly and to
try to blame the government
for forcing it to do so. Like-
wise, the Labour Party Nat-

ional Executive is dominated
by those whose verbal opposi-
tion to the Tories is not
matched by a commitment to
support Liverpool council,
who have been forced into
the frontline.

Although the local govern-
ment sub-committee of the
National Executive has passed
a motion formally supporting
the council, the full National
Executive could not find time
to discuss the item at their
most recent meeting.

Doubtless, if Labour were
to lose their majority to the”
Tory/Liberals in Liverpool, it
would save the Kinnockite
National Executive a lot of
embarrassment. But the lab--
our movement in the city is
determined that the National
Executive will not be let off
the hook.

The coming months will
raise many problems for Lab-
our in Liverpool. Any move
to disband the councilmust
be met by total non-coopera-
tion. Fines and bans from
office must be met by direct
action and by building for on-
going strike action involving
both council and non-council
workers.

Only direct action involvy-
ing the whole working class
community will be able to
win the battle which the
council has led. The labour
movement in the rest of the
country must be involved in
thisstruggle.

In particular, Neil Kin-

‘LiverpoolDemocracyDay demonstration
nock, Dennis Healey, and the
rest, must be forced to sup-

 

 
EEC Elections

port Liverpool or make way
for those who will.

  Witch-hunt
still on

ON Wednesday 25th the Lab-
our Party National Executive
(NEC) voted unanimously for
a 50p levy to support the
miners. But another decision
shows that the right-wing
NEC majority’s witch-hunt of
the Left. is still very much
alive. ‘

By 14 to 12 they voted to
confirm the expulsion of ©

six Militant supporters in
Blackburn.

The star witness against
the six .was one Michael
Gregory. But just days before
the NEC Gregory had resign-
ed the Labour whip on
Blackburn council and voted
with the Tories. He is report-
ed to be ready to join the

|Liberals or stand as an inde-
pendent.

Neil Kinnock supported
the expulsions. a

The six expelled members
now have the right to appeal
to this year’s Labour Party
conference. A model resolu-
tion is being circulated by
Labour Against the Witch-
hunt. ’

This Conference fully recog-
nises the need for unity against
the Tories and strongly reaffirms
its opposition to witch-hunts. In
the face of the country’s growing
crisis, we need to build up our
Party’s organisation and maximise
our Party’s membership. :

Conferenceis therefore deeply
concerned that the expulsion of
the five Militant editors, and the
exclusion of Tariq Ali, are now
being followed byrestrictions on
other Party members and the
expulsion of six Party membersin
Blackburn.

Conference now calls for an
end to such victimisations, a gen-
eral amnesty for all those who
support Labour in public elec-
tions, and the immediate rein-
statement of the Blackburnsix.

  

A campaign that the left can’t sit out —
AS the EEC elections draw
near, the Labour left faces a
dilemma. There is a deep-
rooted hostility to the EEC
running through the entire
Left which spills over into
the elections. There is now
widespread left-wing hostility
to the idea of a vigorous
campaign — or any campaign
at all — around the EEC

 
The general left wing atti-

tude to the EEC — out of
which the self-defeating urge
tc sit out the June EEC
election has grown — is a
short-sighted and mistaken
one for a numberof reasons.

All the evidence proves
that an ‘independent’ capital-
ist Britain is not an alternative
to the EEC: for the working
class there can be no choice
vetween a bosses’ Britain and
a bosses’ Europe. Britain out-
side the EEC would face the
same problems of economic
decline. The bosses would
still viciously attack the work-
ng class.

We have to oppose both
equally, and put forward a
completely different alterna-
tive. Our alternative has to be
united working class action
across national borders to~
bring about international
workers’ powerin Europe, a

elections. It is a hestility
consistent with the main-
stream leftwing view that theEEC should be opposed and
Britain should get outofit.

Yet it is of the utmost
importance that Labour does”
fight the EEC election in
June and weat least stop the.
Tories gaining the sort ofvic-
tory thatwould boost

Socialist
Europe.

The EECelections present
the Left with an opportunity to
campaign for international
solutions to the problems that
workers face on an interna-
tional level. To ignore, or
downplay, the election is to
miss that opportunity. To
campaignfor ‘Britain out’ is to
waste the opportunity byindulging in nationalist propa-gandathatis quite the oppos-
ite of what will serve ourinter-
ests and what we should be
fighting for.

It_is often argued that the
EEC takes power away from
the British Parliament, that
because of the EEC, British
people haveless control over
theirownlives. &.

But in reality, the working
class has little control over
their own lives anyway. Real
powerlieswith the bosses (of

United States of

Thatcher. |

A big win for Thatcher
would reinforce and streng-
then the authority of the
governmert against the
miners and other workers. A
bad Labour defeat would
boost not only the Tories but
probably also give a new lease
of life to the anti-union SDP/
LiberalAlliance.

 
whatever nationality). Even a
majority of radical socialists
in Parliamentcould not imple-
ment socialism simply by
virtue of that majority. They
would be resisted — violently
if they felt it necessary — by
the ruling class. Remember
what they did when the GLC
brought in a piddling little
teform that lowered fares on
the London underground.
They got the High Court
judges to say it was illegal.
Think what they’d do if we
really threatened their inter-
ests.

And the resistance would
come primarily from

_
the

British ruling class and the
British state machine.

Being ‘independent’ of
Europe would not makesocial-
ism any easier to achieve in
Britain.

-

And socialism,

_
properly

speaking, could not be

By Clive
Bradley

achieved in Britain in isola-
tion. In the first place there
can be no British economic
solution. Industries like steel
need to be planned on — at
least — a Europe-widebasis.

Of course the success of a
working class government in
Britain would depend upon the
solidarity of workers overseas
— especially in Europe — and
their ability to take on their
ownbossesin thesame way.

To guarantee such solidarity
we have to build international
links with workers in Europe
and elsewhere, in the here and
now. Anythingwhich impedes
building those links damages
the chances of success in the
fight for socialism in the
future. The bosses have their
own Europe-wide links. They
have Europe-wide strategies
for controlling the working
class. The only answer to the
unity of the bosses of Europe
is unity of the workers of
Europe.

It is also argued that the
EEC has caused a deteriora-
tion of the living standards of
British workers.

This is partially true: but it

is misleading. Part of the pur-
pose of organising capitalism
on an explicitly European
basis is to level out food prices
across Europe. So high food
prices — which is the feature
of the EEC that is most talked
about — exist across the EEC.
Andasocialist solution to that
is for a Europe-widesliding
scale of wages, and a socialist
agricultural policy across
Europe. An

_
independent

capitalist . Britain could win
neither.

In any case, the crisis of
capitalism is an international
one, which can only be modi-
fied by the policies of partic-
ular capitalist states, or groups
of states. So long as capital-
ism is in crisis it will attackthe
living standards of workers;
our responsehasto be a work-
ing class response. To blameit
all on foreigners misses the
basic point.

The argument that the EEC
is a free-trade agreement
which socialists automatically
oppose, is worse. Certainly
socialists are not ‘in favour’ of
free trade: we are in favour of
international socialist
planning.

But weare definitely not in
favour of trade-war protec-
tionism, which is the capitalist
alternative to free trade. In
fact, one of the problems now
faced by the EECis thatit is
degenerating into protection-

ist scrambles between its
memberstates. But this kind
of collapse — whilst no doubt
inevitable — is not the form of
collapse socialists should
favour.

It is further argued that the
EEC is a rich men’s club in
relation to the Third World. It
is, of course. But so is Britain.

It is true that it might
weaken British capitalism if
it withdrewfrom the EEC. But
a socialist strategy cannot be
based on those kinds of con-
siderations. And -the protec-
tionist policies that would go
with withdrawal would be a
disaster for theworkingclass.

The final argument against
participating in the Euro-
elections is that the Brussels
Parliamenthas no power.

Socialists do not boycott
elections unless there is a
serious alternative. At the
momentthere is not. By cam-
paigning for an international
working class answer to the
capitalist crisis, we can begin
to create that alternative. By
abstaining, we cannot.

We must meet the Tories
and goall-out to beat them on
every front of the class
struggle — from” the picket
lines of Nottinghamshire to
the EEC elections. The elec-
tions on June 14 are a very
important part of the class
struggle. - :



 

 
‘agreement for the

  Industrialdigest   
Rig sit-1ig sit-in

THEsit-in strike staged by con-
struction workers on the British
Gas platform BD100 being built
in the North Sea threatens to
spread to a second with official
union recognition now being
given at the weekendto the dis-
pute.

About 320 of the 440 workers
employed by 20 contractors are
maintaining the sit-in begun
almost three weeks ago (on
April 14) on the platform situ-
ated in Eastington Rough, 17
milesoff the Humber,over a pay
and conditions dispute. Only
essential safety work is now
beingcarriedout on therig.

Workerssay that they are not
being paid recognised hourly
rates for the job for North Sea
rigs, and the unions involved
have stated that the only way to
resolve the dispute will be nego-
tiation of a pay and conditions

southern
sector of the North Sea and the
Irish Sea.

Nuclear pay
A ONE-DAYpaystrike of five
Civil Service unions represent-
ing about 7,000 workers employ-
ed by British Nuclear Fuels
Ltd is taking place this Wed-
nesday. This meansthatnuclear
energy plants in Britain, some
that produce weapons-grade
plutonium,will be closed down
for theday.

Unionshaverejected a 4.5%
pay offer and are seeking a sub-
stantial improvement on last
year’s pay rise of 5% stating
that British Nuclear Fuels
increased its profits by 58% last
year.

Teachers
TEACHERS have-started
industrial action over pay.

On Monday April 30 all the
teachers’ unions rejected a final
offer of 4.5 per cent. The biggest
union, the NUT,willhave a one-
day strike on May 9, and is al-
ready refusing to cover for absent
staff or do lunch-time or out-of-
school work.

The second biggest union, the
NAS-UWT,calleda half daystrike
last term and is likely to call
action similar to the NUT’s.

Local NUT associations are
due to hold meetings on May 9
to discuss further action. In some
areas activists will be suggesting
ballots on further strike action.

Carousel
THE CAROUSELWafers strikers
in the East End of Glasgow have
finally been forced to abandon
their 8%4-month fight for union
recognition, reinstatement, and
better workingconditions.

They conceded defeat on
Monday April 16. Next week’s
Socialist Organiser will carry a full
analysisof the dispute. 

Socialist Organiser
35p plus postage from Secialist

iser, c/o 214 Sickert Court
London N1 2SY.

 Steel
and
coal

solidarity!
IN WESTERN Scotland the
centre of attention in the
miners’ strike is now the giant
Ravenscraig. steelworks at
Motherwell, where successive
cutbacks have already been
inflicted on the workforce,
now down to 4,000, and the
plant’s future remains uncer-
tain.

But the Iron and Steel
Trades Confederation (ISTC)
leadership at Scottish,
national, and plant level are
dedicated to opposing a link-
up between the steel jobs
fight and the miners’ battle.

Instead, they want to keep
production going at Ravens-
craig despite the miners’
strike.

Until last weekend, April
29, Ravenscraig had been
granted dispensation for coal
by the miners so that it could
stay in operation. But the
Scottish Executive of the
NUM has now decided that
only one trainload of coal a
day will be allowed to enter
Ravenscraig.

This is enough to prevent
damage to the coke ovens
and blast’ furnaces, through
cooling off, but will not
enable steel production to
be maintained at the plant.

Tommy Brennan, the
convenor at the plant, who
had already instructed his
members to cross miners’
picket lines, reacted to the
decision by a fresh attack
on the NUMandits attitude
to Ravenscraig.

“The steel industry can-
not withstand the action now
being taken by the Scottish
miners,” he declared and
demanded that the quantity
of coal supplied to Ravens-
craig be doubled.

But Brennan’s attack was
overshadowed by an even
more vicious attack by the.
Labour MP for Motherwell,
arch right-winger Jeremy
Bray, who described the
NUM decision as meaning:
“committing industrial sui-
cide in Scotland” and warried
that ‘“‘we shall have to con-
sider what further steps are
needed to ensure the future
of Ravenscraig” without
explaining what he meant by
“further steps’’.

Both Brennan and Bray
like ISTC leader Bill Sirs,
and ISTC Scottish organiser
Clive Lewis before them,
claimed that the miners were
playing into the government’s
hands by providing it with a
pretext to shut down Ravens-
craig.

In fact it is Brennan, Bray,
Sirs and Lewis whoare play-
ing into the hands of the
government and the NCB by
whipping up hostility
amongst steel workers to the
miners’ strike and thereby
weakening the steel workers’
ownposition.

If Ravenscraig were to
remain in operation through-,
out the miners’ strike, it
would do nothing to guaran-
tee its future. But it would
certainly weaken the miners’
fight.

ISTC militants should
continue to argue for solid-
arity action in support of the
miners’ strike amongst
steelworkers, and the left in
Jeremy Bray’s’ constituency
should start to organise now
to replace him with another
candidate when the time for
reselection comes.
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EETPU scraps members’rights
|

RIGHT wing union leaders
and in the first place the
leaders of the EETPU,are now
negotiating away the right to
strike of their members
employed by foreign firms
with factoriesin Britain.

The EETPU is launching a
national campaign to recruit
up to 30,000 new members
by making appeals to manage-
ment! It is offering manage-
ment a ‘‘total approach to
unionisation’’ centred upon a
no-strike agreement, together
with the organisation of all
levels of workers at a work-
place into one union. This will
maximise the union’s control
over the workforce in order to
attempt to minimise “‘indus-
trial relations problems’’. In
other words, theyare offering
to police workers.

The nationalrecruiting drive
is to be basedat first on the
“sunrise industries’’ in the

By Bryan Edmands
ThamesValley,with a further
campaign beginningin Scot-
land.

The EETPU’s leaders are
the pioneers. Theirs is the
first union to comply with
Japanese companies’
demands for no-strike deals
with British unions.

First came the agreement
with Toshiba at Plymouth,
and then agreements with
Sanyo at Lowestoft, and with
AB Electronics.

Now the right wing leaders
of the AUEW are following
wherethe scab leaders of the
EETPUhaveled.

The AUEWalready has a
numberof single union deals
with both foreign and British
companies. Nowit seemsset
to gain seto recognition rights
at Nissan’s planned £50
million car assembly plant at

Washington New Town, Tyne
and Wear.

AUEWPresident Duffy said
last weekend thathe is willing
to make over his members’
rights. He said: ‘‘We can give
agreements which obviate the
need for strikes’. But Duffy
isn't sure he can deliver. He
added: “In a democratic
society it cannot remove
someone’s right to withdraw
their labour.”’

Yes, indeed. But of course
the sell-out deals made by
Duffy, Chapple and_their
ilk who undertake to police
their memberson behalfof the
bosses mean that to actually
strike will become that much
more of a problem. It also
means that these leaders are
preparing to set new records
for open sabotage and strike-
breaking against thoseof their
members who do strike in
defianceoftheirdeals.
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Islington nursery workers stand firm

ISLINGTON council day nursery
workers marched to the Town
Hall on Monday April 30 to lobby
the Labour Council.

Theyarein their thirdweek of
a strike demanding morestaff and

more pay. The claim has been
outstanding since October 1983.

Parents who

-
support the

strikers lobbied councillorsearlier
in the day.

The strikers have also stepped
up picketing to include the town
hall and othercounciloffices. The
aim to disrupt council business by
preventing meetings taking place
and stopping the cash flow.
 

 
Graham hopesfor a sop from Tories

THE COUNCIL of Civil Service
Unions (CoCSU) has rejected a

government offer of three per
cent for the 1984 pay settlement.
The unions had claimed a seven
per cent increase, with an under-
pinning minimum of £7 per week.

This figure was based on the
results of a survey carried out by
the Office of Manpower Econo-
mics (OME) on recent private
sector settlements.

The largest CoCSU union, the

By Mike Grayson
CPSA, had been mandated byits
1983 annual conference to hold a
special conference to discuss the
1984 claim and campaign
strategy. The right wing leader-
ship cynically ignored this, prefer-
ring fo Iet the OME survey show
that civil servants ‘desesved” more
than three per cent.

Alistair Graham (CPSA’s gen-

eral secretary), in a union circular
dated April 18, talks not about a
fight for a decent pay increase,
but a “fight for the right to go to
arbitration” if the government
makespooroffers!

With a determined leadership
that resepcted conference man-
dates, civil servants might now be
on strike at the same time as the
miners. But that scenario doubt-
less fills the right wing with as
muchhorrorasit does the Tories.

 EEEIndustrial
Longbridge
speed-up

THE METROtrim shop at BL’s
Longbridge plant in Birmingham
walked out on the Monday night
shift, April 30.

The following day, workers on
the Mini line voted to join the
strike, bringing all car production
at the plant to a standstill.

The strike is over new man-
ning levels for headlight/droplight
workers on the Metrc line. Three
weeks ago there was a dispute on
the same issue when management
took two workers out of a gang of
12 without any corresponding
track speed reduction. The latest
dispute was provoked by manage-
mentcalling a numberof workers
into the office and warning them
that they were not considered to
be workinghard enough.

The dispute reflects a revival
of militancy after a couple of
years of relative demoralisation.
A number of small disputes have
been fought and wonrecently.

Further action will be consi-
dered at a mass meeting on Thurs-
day 3rd. Pressure must be put on
the TGWU to make this strike
official: if the company get away
with it here, they will be pressing
for more de-manning and speed-
ups on otherlines.

Dimbleby
THE CONTINUING six month
long strike by eight journalists at
David Dimbleby’s Richmond
and TwickenhamTimesgroup of
newspapers in South London.
begun after a dispute between
Dimbleby and the NGA led to
him closing his printing works
and to the transference of print-
ing to TBF Printers of Notting-
ham — a non-union firm associ-
ated with T. Bailey Forman.
publishers of the Nottingham
Post with which the NUJ and
the NGA have been in dispute
since 1979 — took a new turn
last week with the executive of
the NUJ defying a High Court
order requiring it to withdraw
official support for its striking
members.

.The court order — the second
sought by Dimbleby — won two
weeks ago required the NUJ
within seven daysto instruct its
members not to strike, and to
provide evidence by last Friday
(April 27) that official backing
had beenwithdrawn.

Theoriginal High Court ruling
thatthe NUJ wasinvolved in an
illegal secondary action by sup-
porting the sacked NGA mem-
bers at Dimbleby’s closed down
print works wasat first obeyed
by the NUJ executive but then
after coming
under sustained pressure from
its membersandthelocal labour
movement_restored official
backing for the dispute three
monthslateron March 30.

The NUJ is hoping that
Dimbleby will negotiate redun-
dancy terms with the sacked
NGA members“and move the
printing of his paper to a union-
ised firm in order to end the
strike. However, the possibility
is there for Dimbleby to resort
to the courts yet again to begin
contempt proceedings which
could result in fines and seizure
of theNUJ’s funds.

Second nationalmeeting
for Labour Party workplace
branches
‘““WORKPLACEBRANCH-
ES AND THEUNIONS”
Saturday May 12, Meeting
Room,St PancrasLibrary
(Shaw Theatre),Euston
Road, London NW1.
Open to Labour Party mem-
bers in workplacebranches
or who wantto find out
more aboutsetting themup
Details from Nik Barstow,
165 Liverpool Road, London
N1, or Geoff Dixon, 1
Pelham Court, 44 Hather-
ley Road, Sidcup, Kent



‘   tary Tom Hart, is

STEFANO
CAGNONI(IFL.)

SocialistOrganiser
THE THREE weekold strike
at Akzo Chemie, Littlebor-
ough, against the victimisa-
tion of TGWU branch secre-

under
heavy fire.

As stewards left for Hol-
land this Monday, 30th, to
seek support from workers in
the Dutch parent company,
management were keeping up
a steady bombardment.

Havinginitiallymiscalcula-
-ted and completely underesti-
mated the response from the

..
workers to the almost casual

“. victimisation, Adolph Butler,
: Akzo’s UK controller, swiftly

_

regrouped,
Attempts to entice Tom

Hart With financial offers fail-
: ed miserably. Butler therefore

acted unilaterally. Tom Hart
was sent a letter reinstating

. him, compensating him for

  Lo

lost wages, and asking for the
return of his P45. But there
was one small hitch. Tom was
not to come anywhere near
the premises until the issue
could be resolved at the NJIC
or at an industrial tribunal.

The poison was then
pumped into the members’
homes. While the strikers
were on their uppers, the man
they were giving their all for
wasin the cabbage.

Of course, the money was
immediately turned over to
the strike treasurer and not a
farthing was touched. The
strike committee correctly
pointed out to the member-
ship that an industrial tribun-
al has no powerto reinstate,
and that the NJIC panel con-
sists of two members of man-
agement and twotrade union
nominees, so that manage-

By MarkStarr
ment could create a deadlock.
Oncethepressure was off and
production was rolling again,
that was exactly what they
would do. 

Despite their arguments
that if management were
serious they could simply
apply status quo andfully re-
-instate Tom whilst the com-

Donations from Mark Starr (£20) and Kate Williams (£5) have opened our May
fund. We needaspecial effort from every reader this month, to finance our extra

activity round the miners’ strike —

What about £5 from each employe
petrol, fares, phonebills,costs for leaflets,etc.

d reader and £1 from each unemployed?
That would enable us to forge ahead with the work without having to stop at

every step and count the pennies.
Send moneyto: 214 Sickert Court, London N1 2SY.

kzo Chemie: stand firm and win
plaints against him were
taken up, there was a weaken-
ing. One section, with little
experience of management
dirty tricks, and little leader-
ship from their stewards,
returned to work.

_

While this broke theunit-
ed front of the workforce,it
did little to help manage-
ment. At a continuous pro-
cess five-shift chemical plant
their losses are enormous
while the process workers
hold out. —

It is, of course, the eternal
question: which side will
crack first? As usual manage-
ment hold the initiative. Last
Saturday another poison-pen
letter was sent to members,
raising for the first time the
question of dismissals and
claiming again that Tom
would not lose a pennyif the

strikers returned while the
matter was going through
procedure.

/After a meeting with
Butler TGWU national chemi-
cal industry officer John
Miller thought he had a deal.
If the NJIC was deadlocked
the matter would go finally
to the governmentarbitration
service ACAS. But within
hours Butler had reneged.

The manoeuvres are
confusing, but the strikers
have to keep a clear objective
in view — reinstatement. The
dispute is hitting the
company more than the
members. To hold fast now
will bring the membership
one crucial inch further. To
return now with Tom Hart
outside would squander three
weeks’ marvellousefforts.

But John Miller is not

ae

ndon trade unionists showed theirsupport for the 90 cleanersat BarkingHospitalon May Day — and their opposition to the effects of privatisation in the NHS.

 
giving very much of an exam-
ple. He would better employ-
ed coming to Littleborough
and buildingthe strike, rather,
than doing deals in hotel
corridors in Kings Cross with-
out the strike committee pre-
sent.

Although on paper Tom
Hart’s. case is an excellent
one, ACAS, headed by form-
er BL hatchet-man Pat Low-
ry, is not impartial or inde-
pendent, and it certainly can-
not be trusted.

There is one way to win
the reinstatement of Tom
Hart: heads down, stick it
out, -and wait for the bosses
to crack.

Messages of support and
donations to Bro. S.Hughes;-
16 Welbeck Ave, Littlebor-
ough, nr Rochdale, Lancs.
Cheques to TGWU 6/704.

More than 300 pickets turned out to cénfront an unusually large numberof scabs; and threepickets were arrested as they slowed downthescabs’ coach. Later, 400
people marched to a rally at Barking Town Hall. The determination of the strikers is worrying Redbridge District Health Authority,and with continued support the
battle against Crothallswill be won.

,

Support the strike: Monday morning mass pickets from 6.30am at Barking Hospital, Upney Lane. Messa: d i i

; . ges and donations to AUEW House, 588 Rainham Rd,
South Dagenham, Essex RM10 7RA. Cheques payable to Barking& Dagenham HealthEmergency. 24 hour strike line: 01-595 4252.
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