
 

 
Brutality
against

©

Grenada
captives

By Harry Sloan

AS Grenadabeginstoslip
fromtheworld headlines,
Reagan’s marinesare mak-
ing it quite clearthatthe
brandof ‘democracy’they
have broughtto theisland
is thesameasthatofEl
Salvador, SouthKorea and
countless otherUS-spon-
sored dictatorships.

Aftertheslaughterof as
many as 1500 — one per
cent of thepopulation —

duringtheirbrutal invasion
last month,theoccupation
forces have followed up
withtherepressionofall

  FAR FROMgiving up in despair, anti-nuclear campaign-
ers are gaining ip strength and determination with the

potential opponents of US arrivalof thefirst Cruise missilesin Britain.
domination,including Tory leaders who thought they could brush aside and
former membersof the ignore themajorityof people opposed to thenew weapons

have found themselvesunderattackon all sides, witheven
the arch-Tory Daily Mail highlighting the mass hostility
to Cruise in theaftermathof Reagan’s Grenadainvasion.

Thousands have shown themselves prepared to risk
police harassment and arrest in protests across the
country as theUS Galaxy aircraft have flown in the lethal
components to assemblethemissiles.

And in the forefront once again are the women peace
campaigners whose two-year camp at Greenham Common
has becomea focus of thenucleardisarmamentstruggle.

The National Greenham Conferenceheld last Saturday,
12th, in Manchester, was attended by women from all
parts of theUK who have beenactivein themass actions,
theblockadesand thepeace camps.

The December 11 action is being planned as another
mass women’s action to sing down the walls of Jericho,
andit is plannedthatthousandsshould be at Greenham to
show our anger and determination.

There were few illusions expressed last weekend about
the seriousness of the State in its intention to protect the
Cruise missiles,as spelled out by Heseltine and Thatcher.

Practicaltrainingand direct action is increasinglyneed-
ed ifwe are to confrontthearmyaswell as thepolice.

Local actions to coincide with December 11 by mixed
groups picketing Regimental HQs were suggested as a
way to draw more forces in to demonstrate the continued
mass opposition to themissiles.

The peace campsset up on November9 at 102 US bases
are another-graphicway of drawing attention to the mili-
tary machinehidden amongstus.

At Burtonwood, 300 of us picketed the gates and some
cut thewire in protest at thebiggestarms store in Europe.

It was all very low key, with a policeman wishing us to
havea nice protest. But nice is not how wefeel, and pro-
test is going to have to take place in the labour movement,
in the fight for trade union action to cut supplies to the
missilebases, as well as outside thebases, to demand that
thegovernmentabandon Cruise.

New Jewel regime whose
overthrowReagan preten-
ded to deplore.

News emergedthisweek
of thetorture of detainees,
who have beenincarcerated
in wooden crates exposed
to theopen sun andto the
rain. Amongthoseimpris-
oned undersuch conditions
was KendrickRadix, the
closest supporter of depos-
ed Prime Minister Maurice
Bishop.

It is no secret thatthe
USforces exercise com-
plete control overtheis-
land, and are treating their ©

politicalopponents withthe
samerespect for ‘human
rights’ as theyshowedtheir
Asian captives during the
Vietnamwar.

Yetthestooge ‘interim
council’appointed by Gov-
ernor-General Sir Paul
Scooninsists on theabsurd
notion thatit is actuallyin
chargeof events.

Oneat least, Anthony
Rushford © is plainlyalso
suffering from delusions of
grandeur. Hetold a press
conference: *‘Thevery pre-
sence of Americantroops
dependsentirelyon our
authority.They could not
be here withoutus’’.

POEU sell-out on Tebbit— see back page
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Residential social workers

warmongersanddisarmingthem.
of anti-Americanismwith anti-im
mentoff thehook.

own, too.

Enemy at home
OPPOSITIONto Cruise is now thefocusof the nuclear dis-
armamentmovement,and rightly so.

/The invasion of Grenada, and the USflotillanow cruis-ing menacingly around the Middle East, have made‘whosefingeris on thetrigger?’ thequestion of theday.
Quite properly,millionsof people are concernedthatthe powertodraw Britain into nuclear war, even against the will of its electedgovernment,lies in thehands of Washington.But opposition to Cruise and opposition to imperialism are onething.Anti-Americanismis another.
The US governmentis a brutal oppressor in Central America, theCaribbean,and the Middle East. But there is another America. TheUS governmentis not thesame as theUS people.Our opposition is to US imperialism. Chants like thatoutside theUS Embassyafter the invasionof Grenada, when thecrowd shouted“Yankee scum’and ‘Killthe Yankees’ at everyone going in or out,have no placein a healthyanti-impe:In opposition to theIndochinawar, thepeopleof theUS did duringthe ’60s and ’70s what few peoplesin history have ever done — theyrevolted against their own government’s unjust war so powerfullythat it became a major factor in making it impossible for the USruling class to continue thatwar. The American people, and in thefirst placetheAmericanworkingclass,are our allies — immediateorpotential, but in any case irreplaceable in the work of stopping the

There is anotherand equally basic reason to opposetheconfusion
perialism.It lets our own govern-

It panders to moods which imagine that there is a broad Britishnational anti-war interest. It obscures the fact that the only basic
answerto the war threat is an international working class answer.Andit covers over the fact thatCruise missiles are here becausetheBritish ruling class and its Thatcherite government want them.Cruise is not here against their will, but accordingto their expressdesire. And theyhave nuclear arms and imperialist exploits of their

The main enemy is at home —Whitehall, Downing Street, and the

rialistmovement.

 
 

  

 governing from Westminster,City.
  

How to doit
IN THEYS?Bored with hearingabout theneedto nationalisethe
top 200 monopolies and nevertold how its going to be done?Then come to Class Fighter con-ference on November 26 and27 in Camden Tenants Hall,Camden Estate, just off Peck-ham High Street, London SE15.We'll be deciding on the
Priorities and poiticies for ClassFighterin the next year as well
as holding workshops onFreland, women,lesbianand gayYS, YTSandmore. -

IN YCND?Fed upwithall thistalk about a nuclear freeze andBruce Kent’s witch-hunt againstthe left? Then make sure you

are at Class Fighter conference
where membersof the disban-
ded nationalcommittee wilblead
the YCNDworkshopand discusshow to rebuild the national -

campaign and win back our
autonomyfrom CND.

There will be videos on mostof the weekend — the TV Eye
expose on YOPs, The Red andthe Blue, Carry Greenham
Home, plus a few commercialfilms. Groovalux and theBronsky Beat will be playingSaturdaynight.

Makesure you are there. It
costs £1 to get in and the social
costs 50p

(P.S. Bring a sleepingbag).poeeenseee

jFay cluding
 ehvan!

fo 4 care
cramed YoullHU, 

PO60SOOOsfrom the LCC.

 
 
   
 
 
   
  
  
       

DE pani
NOTTINGHAM provided the
venue on Friday, November11,
for a highly successful confer-
enceof residential workers from
ten of the twelve districts
throughoutthecountry.

With the action into its ninth
week, and no movement by the
employers to meet our claim for
premium payments at weekends
and Bank Holidays, and a short-
er working week, we organised
the conference with the aim of
developing a more cohesive
rank and file approach ot the
actionnationwide.

Reports from around the
country clearly show that in
every district represented,
actionover and above the basic
action of a ban on admissions
and a ban on overtimeis takingplace.

There are now over 1,000residential workers on indefinite
strike, many of them from rural
areas, but the majority in city
areas.

Many others have escalated
their action by introducing a

By Anne Crowder
ban on working unsocial hours,
which effectively means that
there are no sleeping-in duties
or weekend working in these
areas.

Others are banning adminis-
trationwork.

The action is building up as
more and more residential
workers are infuriated by the
actions of some authorities in
thehandlingof thedispute.There were strong feelings
amongthedelegates that action
must now spreadto other areas
and include other local govern-
ment workers.

A number of the motions
passed at the conference will
be takento thenationaldelegatemeeting this Thursday, includ-ing a more unified approach to
the action not only from NALGO
but also NUPE memberswithacall for parity in strike pay.One motion seeks to safe-
guard residential workers from
    

 
    
      

Tarzan
heckled

STORMY_ scenes greetedDefence Minister Michael
Heseltine when hevisited Man-
chester University to make hisfirst public speech after the
arrival of theCruise missiles.Iinmediatelybeforehis arrival
protesters staged a die-in andblocked the main road. As Hes-eltine tried to get into the build-ing, he was met with heckling,chanting, and red paint from the
angry crowd.

He could only get in with theaid of a heavy police escort.Once inside, he could not getinto the meeting, as both doors
were blocked by theprotesters.Only after reinforcements
were broughtin could thepolicebreak a way throughto the hall.Onehour late and visibly shak-
en, Heseltine attempted tospeak.

His shortened speech wascontinually interrupted by heck-ling. Eventually he was bundled
outof the buildingby police and
driven off at high speed.

organise
any settlement which is un-acceptable by taking thedecision for settlement to anational delegate conference;another calling for a one-daystrike of residential workers
andotherlocal governmentstaff
on December7 (the date of the
next executive meeting of theNJC)to enable a furthermassivelobby of this meeting was unan-imouslypassed.

The unity shown at thisconference is a further measureof the determination of residen-
tial social workers to reach anearly settlement to our justclaim.”

A further conference will be
convenedin Essex on December6 for residential worker shopstewards to discuss where we
see theactiongoing.

The conferencein Nottingham
was a major step, forward in
ensuring that we will win thisclaim and that the rank andfilemake the demands on the NECs
of NALGO and NUPEand they
are organised as a rank andfile.
 MPs slam

IBA gag
on Loach

WEWISHto express our grave
concern at thecontinuingrefusal
of theIndependent BroadcastingAuthorityto permit the showingof Ken Loach’s films, Questions
of Leadership. We believe the
demands for cuts, insertions,and revised formatsare an insid-
ious and highly dangerous form
of censorship.

Ken Loachis a distinguishedBritish film-maker with a longrecord of fine productions:Cathy Come Home, The BigFlame, Days of Hope, Kes, The
Price of Coal, Looks and Smiles,
and The Red and the Blue
amongothers.

Interference of the kind to
which he is being subjected is

always intolerable, but it isdoubly so in this case becausein
Questions of Leadership Ken
Loach’s rare talents enable
ordinary rank-and-file trade
unionists to speak for them-
selves about the real questionsof democracy, accountability,and powerin our society.

We fear that it is preciselybecause the films do this with
great success that such
strenuous efforts are beingmade to prevent them from
beingbroadcast.
Bob Clay MP, Margaret Beckett

MP, Max Madden MPErnie
Roberts MP, Joan Maynard MP,Jeremy Corbyn MP, Mark

Fisher MP

 
THURSDAY'Sday of action bythe National Union of Students
against the National AdvisoryBoard’s_ ‘‘rationalisation’’ of
public sector higher education
involved over 100 colleges.

Somecolleges, including the
Polytechnic of Central London,North London Poly, Manchester
Poly and Ravensbourne Collegeof Art went into occupation.Ravensbourneare still in occup-ation, demanding that their
college is kept open.NUSleft it to colleges and
areas to decide what action to
take and what precise demands
to raise.

At the Polytechnic of Central
London the occupation deman-
ded amongst other things, that
ILEApulls out of theNAB.

The NABis a quango whichis
directing and supervising the
governmentattackson the polys
andcolleges.

NABis demandingcuts and a
shift away from arts and social
science teaching towards
courses which suit the needs ofindustry.

But NAB also wants an_increase in student numbers,and therefore a reduction in
standards and resources avail-
able per student.

There is a long-running argu-
ment in NUS about NAB —

whetherto urge LEAsto pull out
or ‘‘stay in andfight’’.

NABis a tool of the Tories
which has shown minimal — if
any — independence. Under
this government any centralbody which organises public
sector higher education is bound
to begeared upto makingcuts.It cannot be reformed orits
members convinced to changetheirminds.

Pulling LEAs out of NAB
won't be achieved by student
pressure: not even by a centrallyorganised student campaign.It demands a campaign inside
trade unions and Labour Parties
and winning the argumentagainst talkingto theTories.Unfortunately, pulling out of
NAB won't stop either the
central cuts-.or the reduction in‘top-up’ money from councils.Butit will certainly be a step onthe way to organising a unitedstudent and trade union fight-back. Handing over to Kinnock?

LEFT$kPRESS
THE Kinnock bandwagon has
gained some unexpected new
recruits — Socialist Action.

In the November 11 issue
John Ross replies on behalf of
theeditorial board to the Labour‘Coordinating Committee, and
puts forward Socialist Action’s
own proposed basis for left
unity. It includes:

“Right now no-one runningagainst the leadership provided
no qualitative steps are taken
such as turning Labour to acoalition with the alliance,dumping unilateralism, or
starting a witch hunt.”’

This is difficult to distinguishfrom theLCC’s own formula:
“Unless circumstances alter

in a dramatic and unexpected
way, no challenges to the newLeader and Deputy Leader ...’”’

Flank
And, remember, the LCC is

now the organised left flank ofthe Kinnock camp, with LCCleaders like Peter Hain andNigel Stanley in Kinnock’s innercircle.
Ross does try to differentiate

“Significant

 

aspects of the witch-hunt arestill going on and have notbeen stopped’’, he notes. NeilKinnock has praised Eric Hobs-bawm, the allegedly-Marxisttheorist of a Labour/Alliance
pact.

Butthismakes Ross's formulaabout ‘no contest’ even morealarming.
Neil Kinnock fought (un-successfully) to get the clearunilateralist resolution taken offthe agenda at the BrightonLabour Party conference, infavour of evasive formulas. Hehas firmly supported the contin-uing witch-hunt. .

He has also successfullydumped Labour’s policy ofBritish withdrawal from theEEC.
Socialist Organiser does notshed tears over the demise ofthis backward-looking,national-

ist policy. But John Ross does.

 

 
He has recently been explain-ing, at length and somewhatexcitedly,thatBritish withdraw-al from the EEC should be acardinalpolicyof theLeft. -

And certainly opportunism,not internationalism, was the
reason for -Kinnock dumpingit.

All this
. . . and Rossis stillwaiting for ‘qualitative steps’ inthe future before any challengeto Kinnock (or even Hattersley)will be justified! Just what will

countas a ‘qualitativestep’?Presumably Socialist Action
think they are carrying out aclevertacticalmove. Evenifit isdesirable, a left challenge toKinnock is not immediatelypossible. So (they may reason)whynot declare it undesirable?

You lose nothing in practice,and you gain in termsof Social-
ist Action’s acceptability tothebroadestleft. '

Ih the November 4 issue SA
explained their difference fromSO onthisin termsof ‘‘theneed
of not isolating [the hard left]from thosa. who voted for
Kinnock ...’’.

Playing down the ideologicaltasks of Marxists in favour of
schemes about pushing forward‘processes’, ‘waves’ and ‘evolu-
tions’, has long been a charac-
teristic trait of Socialist Action’s.’

And here their approach is
opportunism in the classic
sense: sacrificing long-term
perspectives to (presumed)short-term gains.

Woefal
The present state’ of theLabour Party is woeful ifmeasured against the needs ofthe working class. The task of:Marxists is to change it for thebetter — and asa start to arm asmany as wecan of the Left withtheurgent desire to change it.It is not to go along with theviewof the ‘war-weary’ Left thatLabour will beall right ifonlywe

can prevent any big changesfortheworse.



Scabs help
axe Brent
geriatric
hospital

By Mick Woods

ON Saturday 12 November
Brent District Health Authority
used a private coach firm to
clear up last year’s cuts before
thisyear’s started.

Leamington Park Hospital
was a 96-bed geriatric unit on
the comer of Wales Farm Road
and Western Avenue. .

For eight years it had been
under threatand for thatperiod
had been denied adequate
maintenance.

The decision to close it last
December in order to sell its
quite spacious ground — a
prime site worth well over a
millionpounds — was tied to the
loss of acute beds at Wembley
Hospital and the reopening of
closed wards at Neasden.

The initial response of staff
at LPH wasto resist theclosure,
despite the fact that. there were
no compulsory redundancies
involved. Over themonths,how-
ever, individuals left or trans-
ferred to be replaced by agency
staff or temporary staff and
morale dropped.

Thestaff at LPH had not been
involved in last year’s pay dis-
pute to any great extent and
althoughthehospital was organ-
ised solidlyin NUPE, shop stew-
ard structures were next to
non-existent and there was a
lot of work to be done to get a

fight at thehospital.
During the spring, a relatives

campaign was active but the
DHA offered the relatives
£6,000 for improved transport to
the. new hospitals. In_ the
absence of an activecampaign in
thehospital thiswas accepted as
the best deal available. Like-
wise early protest from medical
staff fizzledout.

In fact LPH might have died
without a whimper had not the
DHAresisted cuts in Septem-
ber. Things started perking up,
but it was too little and too
late.
LPHwas dueto close on the6th.A
picket line organised by NUPE
and sparsely mannedbyhospital
workers and local trade union-
ist» turned away LAS ambul-
ancessent to empty thehospital.

The picket was always under-
staffed and despite rising con-
fidencein the hospital, was only

Hands
off BT!
‘Stop Privatisationof
British Telecom’
Publicmeetingcalled by
theIslingtonLabour
Parties
Monday December5, 7.30
at Central Library,Field-
way Crescent, N5.
Speakers includeJeremy
CorbynMP,Jock Camp-
bell,and a memberof
thePOEU Executive.

r

a holding action and could not
provide 24 hour cover.

It was decided towards the
endof the week to hold a meet-
ing on Monday 14th to push for
an occupation — to put the hos-
pital into the hands of the
workersand replacethe hospital
gates — removedandchained to
a tree by management.

On Fridaya scab furniture van
broke through the picket line
and removed furniture. It was
obvious that the confronta-
tion wasnear.

At the short notice given and
in theabsenceof a credible prior
campaign, it was impossible to

muster manypickets for thenext
ay.
On the Saturday pickets

arrived at 8 am to find two
specially adapted coaches in the
grounds,

The firm, Chalfont Line
Holidays, have a regular con-
tract with the DHA. We were
treated to the sightof adminis-
trators, agency staff and a few
bewildered hospital staff load-
ing frailold people into coaches.

As at St Benedicts it is likely
that their chances of surviving
the winter have been seriously
lessenedby themove.

/Although, as ha¢*been said
earlier, too little was done too
late, certain clear lessons come

through:
1) Be on guard against the

‘ punning dowrof conditions in'
the hospital — no matter how
minor the faults may appear.
The condition of parts of the
LPH were cynically focused on
and exaggerated by TV cameras
in an attempt to show that
pickets were keeping patients in
an unfit hospital. This is remin-
iscent of the famouslift in the
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson
Hospital.

Don’t given them the chance
to run down and useit against:
thehospital stayingopen.

Constant monitoring of
faults and fighting for repairs is
the precondition of having a
strongfight.

2) Keep out agency staff and
under no circumstances allow
management to introduce short
term contracts.

3) Build and maintain strong
shop stewards organisation at
hospital, local, regional and
national level. Every section
should have stewards to form
the basis of an occupation com-
mittee or the leadership of
sympatheticstrike action.

4) Occupyto stop closures — a
picket line at the gate won’t
stop the cowboys. Only the
workers controlling the hospital
— controlling the administra-
tors and physically controll-
ing access can stop raids and
snatches. An occupation pro-
vides a tangible focus for solid-
arity. Occupy in good time —

not atthelast moment. —

5) Force theofficials to‘ fight:
since workers pay large salaries
to union officials, work them to
death. Ensure thattheycome to
the hospital, encourage and
support thestaff and deliver the
goods.

6) Build links with the com-

munity, especially relatives
and other work places. Raise
collections and get physical
‘support on the picket lines.
Work towards sympathetic
strike action inside and outside
thehealthservice.

Thetrialhas beendelayedfor a few days: but in therun up thepolice
have dropped the conspiracy charge. Now the Newham8are to be
charged with causing an affray — which can be just as serious.It
carriesthesame maximumsentenceasa conspiracycharge — life.

Lobby backsThornton View
By Walter Leser and Keith
Denny
A well-lobbied meeting of
Bradford DistrictHealthAuthor-
ity took placeon Tuesday 8 Nov-
ember where a decision was
expected on the fate of Thornton
Viewhospital.

A NUPE branch secretary
was at first banned from the
meeting but due to the ensuing
uproar the decision was rescin-
ded.

Whenchallenged, DHA Chair
Royston Moore said he could

give no guarantee that health
workerswould not lose theirjobs
following closure — in fact he
later specified that 546 jobs
must go by March.

Responsibilityfor the closure
has been transferred. to the
Minister of Health, Norman
Fowler, and informed sources
suggest a police raid is immin-
ent in the next few weeks, once
Fowlergives thego-ahead.

Whimpered Moore, ‘‘We
need a decision fairly soon on
Thornton View and Shipley for

 

Brent DHA
fight crumbles

By Mick Woods
IT APPEARSthat the anti-cuts
stand made by Brent District
HealthAuthorityis crumbling.

This is largely due to the
approaches madeby Mike Jack-
son, the full-time NUPEofficial,
to the vice-chair, Reverend
Haslam of the DHA,to find a
mechanism not to have the
‘generalist’ members dismissed
by the Regional Health Author-
ity.

The likely compromise is to
accept a budget cut of a quarter
of a millionpoundsbuthold firm
against staffing cuts and privat-
isation. This represents a retreat
from a position of total opposi-
tion to cuts taken at the Septem-
berand Octobermeetings.

The rebel generalist members
who can be “‘hired and fired’
at the whim of theDHSS via the
RHA, werean odd assortmentof
SDP, Liberals, ex-Labour coun-
cillors, TUC appointees and a
friendof Rhodes Boyson!

It was obviouslyonly a matter
of time until they copped out.

The likely cop-out will therefore
only change the terrain of the
struggle from the DHA ‘‘front
line’’ totheunions.

Coming cuts {as opposed to
last year’s cuts) involve the
threat to the casualty depart-
ment at Wembley Hospital and
cutbacksall around.

TheDistrict has absorbed the
staff turnover with the use of
short-term contractsand agency
staff, and last yearwere foundto

.

be employing 216 below their
maximumstaff quota.

Nevertheless, 110 jobs —

manyinthenursing and medical
sector — are underthreatand if
the DHAretreats on the budget
question, jobs and more swinge-
ing cuts next yearwillfollowon.

The next DHA meetingwillbe
on Monday 21st at 5.30 in
Central Middlesex Hosptal. It
will be lobbied by those in the
community and the unions who
don’t see gentlemanly agree-
ments and dirty deals as a way
tu fight thecuts.
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charges switch  
The Old Bailey is beingpicketed every morning from 9am - 10am.

Days have been allocated to sections of the support campaign.
November22is thedayfor socialist groupsto staff thepicket.

ContacttheDefence Campaign on 555 3331 for moredetails.

us to make management
decisions’’. Evidently,Thornton
View workers have no time for
this style of managment
decision.

.

Leading
The Thornton View occupa-

tion is leading the way for-
ward for other hospitals facing
closure — workers showing they
will not accept Tory attempts to
smash the NHS. However, they

 

require the support of all health
workers and those in associated
unions, withguaranteesof strike
action.
In Bradford, key sectors in the
health service will come out
following an_ eviction, but
nationwidesolidarityagainst the
cuts must be developed. A
national conference would
provide a focus for health
workers to draw the necessary
lessons from thesestruggies and
coordinate an effective plan of
actionagainst cuts in theNHS.

By JudithBonner

took part in the action on Nov-

a' AN ESTIMATED 5,000 people
fl ember 8 and 9 last week organ-

ised by Greenham womén:
g 2eainst cruise. The 102 peace

camp action was initiated tocoincide with the court caseJ being filed on November 9 in
gthe Federal Court, New York,
i against President Reagan.

Greenham Women Againstfi Cruise are attempting to take
Jj Reagan to court on the grounds
i thatcruise violates international

law and are hence illegal,Hinanattempt to stop them.
.I it is difficult to know what the

gcampaign expects out of such a
go; Apart from costing a lot of

much-needed money,at least£20,000, it can do very little
[except give Greenham more
i internationalpublicity.

As a focal point for action,
_Btn@ camps were successful and[reflected popular support for

g Greenham. Most of the bases
i were in fact covered with CND

groups, YCND groups, LabourB Parties organising mixed actionIto coincide with the women’s
i peacecamps.

In the north of Ireland overi 100 women made

a
protest out-

5,000 join in
side the US consulate. Letters
were thenhandedin to the Vice-
Consulate, who later met with
four women.

-Action is beingcontinued with
-.a half-day blockade at RAF

Bishopcroft, Co. Down.
In Wales, people turned out

at Barry, Caewentand Brawdy.
In Cardiff on 22 November,

to coincide withthenext stage of
the case in New York, a mock
trial of Reagan will be held,along withfurtheraction.

All in all the events were a
colourful success. Banners,
bands and singing accompanied
the manyprotests. The day of
action shows that despite the
government’s attempts, people
are willingto take action against
cruise and in support of the
womenatGreenham. 

retetTtetttt



‘Star’ editor out

 
|

 

Socialist Organiser no.155 November17 1983 Page 4

  

in CP purge
By Harry Sloan

HEADShave begun to roll asthe chronic factional divisions
within the Communist Partyhave begun to take tangibleform withtheoustingof hardline
pro-Moscow Stalinists from theExecutive Committee.

The purge of the MorningStar’s editor Tony Chater,deputy editor David Whitfield
and industrial correspondentMick Costello is themost visible
evidence of the determinationofthe Party’s ‘‘Eurocommunist’’majorityto imposeits authority.And General SecretaryGordon McLennan madea clear
threat that his old-guard Stalin-
ist opponents could face expul-sion if they continue to defy theParty’s line.

Despite the enormous heat
generated within the CP overthe factionaldivisions, there hasbeen little political light. The
conflicts between the‘‘Euro-
communists’’ and the ‘‘Moscowliners’’ defy any attempt tobrand either side as to the“left’’ of theother.

While the “‘Euros” speakopenly about their hopes of across-class “anti-Thatcheralliance’, and exercise them-selves in thoughts of how todraw into such an alliance forcesfrom the SDP, the churches,and ‘anti-Thatcher’ Tories, the“hardliners’’, too, lent eagersupport to the vicious suppres-sion of politics and the cross-class platforms which summed
up thisyear’s People’s March.Though the ‘‘hardliners’’
are described in the Tory press
as ‘more revolutionary’ or
even ‘‘Marxist-Leninist’’, their
orientation is just as counter-revolutionary and reformist asx’the ‘‘Eurocommunists’’. In each
case the political orientation isderived from the reformist,parliamentary, ‘‘British Foad toSocialism’’, which first receivedStalin’s seal of approval in
1952.

On international issues, too,thedifferences are not what they
appear. The ‘‘revolutionary’”’hardliners give uncritical sup-port to the Jaruzelski regime in
its ruthless suppression of the
mass struggles of the Polish
workingclass andits ten million-
strong union Solidarnose: this
view is linked to their eagerpolitical endorsement of theKremlin bureaucracy, itsjunior partners in EasternEurope, and its cynical, reac-

 
Out — DerekRobinson

tionary policies and choice of
‘‘friends’’on a world scale.

The ‘‘Euros” on the otherhand took a stand — albeitfeeble — in support of Solid-
arnosc: but this distancing from
the more embarrassing recentpolitics of the Kremlin is plainlyrelated to placatingmiddle classliberal supporters in Britain
ratherthananylineof principle.This same petty bourgeoisorientation is obvious in the
trajectory followed by theParty’s magazine, marxismToday under ‘Euro’ editorMartin Jacques.

The differences also have apractical dimension. The hard-liners have recognised the grow-ing dangerto the Party’s dWind-ling base in the trade unionbureaucracy and have vocallyopposed any more‘ critical

 examination of the politics of
the TUC‘left’ or the shop stew-
ards’ movement.The publication in MarxismToday of an article pointing tothe (real) signs of bureaucrati-
sation amongst top layers of the
stewards’ movement provoked
a torrent of heated correspon-dence from leading Party trade
unionists and fellow travellersdefending the status quo in the
unions.

The hardliners — thoughtheyhave their own. project to‘broaden’thebase oftheStar —also fear that the ‘‘Euros’ ”

increasingly close relationshipwith the Labour ‘‘soft left’’
could further erode the Party’sdwindling membership base or
even leadto its disappearance as
an independententity.The differences reached apeak earlier this year with the
attempt by the ‘‘hardliners’’ to
consolidate their position in
control of the Morning Star as alast bastion.

Mick Costello resigned from
his Party-controlled post as:Industrial Organiser and moved
to the Star’s industrial desk. Abitter and successful struggle
was mounted by the “hard-
 

liners’’ to defeat a CP majorityslate in elections for the bodythatcontrols theStar.

Now the 38h Congress has
seen the tables decisivelyturned: for the first time since
the paper was launched as aStalinist daily in 1930 the editor
will not be on the executive ofthe CP. Two of Chater’s staff,however,were brought onto the
new, Euro-controlled executive,in changes that also saw theousting of victimised BL conven-
or Derek Robinson and GMWU
bureaucratTessGill.

its opposition to politicsunited bothfactionsof the
Thestruggle for theStar could

yet be one for the custody of a
corpse: despite frenziled
appeals to boost sales, circula-
tion is 285 down on the Januaryfigure, and there is no sign thatthe latest purge will assist
a revival.

It remains to be seen whether
Yuri Andropov’s vocal fan-club
within the CP will accept their
latest setbacks sitting down, orembark on a new round ofstruggle which could further
weakentheCPas an obstacle torevolutionary politics in the
British workers’movement.

Bruce Kent: stop
the witch-hunts!
 

New threatof
deportation

FOLLOWINGthe recent cam-paign around the threateneddeportation of MuhammedIdrish, another black workerfaces the racist and intimida-
tory policiesof theHomeOffice.

Vinod Chauhan, an Indian
man, who has been living inAshton-under-Lyne(Lancashire)for five years, witha job, friends
and some familythere, is faced
with deportation following theTie"1.
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breakdown ofhis marriage.Despite an appeal where theAdjudicator cleared Vinod of
any suggestion thathis marriage
was ‘‘a marriage of conven-ience’’ to provide a basis to
cometo Britain, heis still to bedeported.

A recent letter from the HomeOffice Minister responsible,David Waddington MP, endedby saying ‘‘.
. . thepolice will beaskedto arrange for his removal

to India as soonaspossible.’”’The controlling group of thelocal Council in Tameside sup-port Vinod’s fight, togetherwithlocal MP Robert Sheldon,Euro-MP, Barbara Castle, andlocal trade union branches andthecommunity.
This is just another exampleof the present government’s*‘firm’’ and ‘‘fair’’ immigrationpoliciesin the ‘ ‘interests of goodcommunity relations’. Increas-ingly,individuals, mainly black,

are selected, and face deporta-uion from this country. often torepressive regimes, losing theirJobs, friendsand family.with an
uncertain future ahead of them.It is our job to raise this issuethroughout the labour move-
ment, and to make sure thatthese individuals do not remainisolated and thus more vulner-ableto theTory attacks.Vinod needsali the help he
Can get, and the Vinod ChauhanDefence Campaign can be con-tacted c/o 18 Firs Avenue,Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancs.(Tel: 061-330-5784, 061-226-

.1751, 061-336-3359).

  WITH THEfirst cruise missiles
arrivingat Greenham the Tories
have opted for a classic ‘“‘reds
under the beds’ witch-hunt
directed against Bruce Kent and
the Communist Party, designed
to defuse the massive oppositionthatexists to cruise deployment.

In a press statement, care-fully prepared by Conservative
Central Office, Tory Party chair-
man John Selwyn Gummerhascalled for the resignation of
Bruce Kent from his position asGeneral Secretary of CND.

ETUC.
action?

EUROPEAN workers unitedagainst Cruise and Pershing?On paper,at least.
; Last week, on November 10,the European Trade UnionConfederation came out unan-imously against the newmissiles.
It was only the top officials, of

course. But the ETUC can callWest-Europe-wide actions, andhas done so — a Europeandemonstration for the 35 hourweek a few months ago, forexample.
Why not a united West Euro-

 

’ pean trade union action againstthemissiles?
West Germany's TUC. theDGB. called a general strike

agairs the missiles on October5 — though only for five
,

Ininutes. and taking care not tocall it a general strike
If peace campaigners can

pushtheveryconservative DGBleadership into such action,thenwe can push the ETUCtoo.Evena tokenstrike across West-
ern Europe would be a tremen-dous boost for the fight againstthemissiles.

 
By Tom Rigby

““He’s eithercongenitallycon-fused or purposefully blind.Unilateralists and multilateral-
ists can unite on one thing —Bruce Kent must go.”’

Bruce Kent’s great sin is thathe spoke to the CommunistParty’s Congress last weekendand ‘‘praised’’ them for their
work in the disarmament move-
ment.

Socialist Organiser has manydisagreements with the ‘‘work’’
of theCommunist Party and thatof Bruce Kent in CND.

But we unconditionallydefend
theirright to organise and arguefor their politics within the dis-
armamentmovement.

The Tory Party have absolute-ly noright to advise CND on who
can or cannot take part in its
work,

Asfortheirefforts to whip up
a Catholic revolt against Kent,the hypocrisy of this stance is
transparent enough.

There is a certain irony inwhat has happened to Kent andthe CP. Both Bruce Kent andIan Davidson,a leading member
of the CP, have been very prom-inent in the organisationalclampdown and _anti-socialist
witch-hunts at present going onin CND.

Davidson has gone as far asquoting ‘‘secret documents from
the International MarxistGroup” purporting to show ‘“‘an
organised intervention by the

; Secretive, manipulativeleft’’!Perhaps by now they have
| learnedtheirlesson.

The CND Executive cannotafford to play with fire. It is not
possible to engage in witch-
hunts against activists withinCND — helping to stoke-up aMcCarthyite atmosphere in the
campaign and within the labour
movement — while still remain-ing immunefrom witch-huntingby theTories andtheirpress.

 
 
  
   

 

 
 
  
  
   
   

UNEMPLOYMENT in Britain
has at last gone down — veryslightly. Unfilled vacancies arerising fairlysteadily.Thisis part of a general trend
in the advanced capitalist coun-
tries. There is an economic
upturn — butit is very limited,and theprospectsofit becomingless limited are dim.

Only in the US and Canada
has unemployment been
reduced morethanvery margin-ally. The US unemploymentrate
currently stands at 8.8%, asagainst 10.5% a year ago.US industrial_production,boosted by a whopping govern-
ment budget deficit, has gone
up 12% over the last 12 months.
The UKincrease is only 2.4%,and nowhere else in westernEurope is doing particularlywell,

An index oftheshallowness of
the recovery is that UK manu-facturing investment was stillfalling in the first half of 1983.
Production in the investment
goodssectoris stagnant.Profits have gone up. Figuresin the Financial Times and the
Economist suggest that indus-
trial profits this year are about
20 to 25% up on last year.Behind this is a growth inproductivity in manufacturingindustry of about 7.5% a year —

in other words, an increase in
therate of exploitation.

Other advanced capitalist
countries also show a rise inprofits — the Economist
Suggests a 20% rise in the USbetween 1982 and 1983, 10% in
West Germany, and 200%(starting from a very low level)in France.

But it is still not clear thatcapitalists can get a better
return on their money from.
investment in UK productionthan from lending at interest. A
real boom, centred round arapid rise in investment,is stillonly a speculation for thefuture.

eKEKE
Gas prices will go up 5%,probably in January next year.Electricity prices will go upabout 3% next year.These price rises will cost

consumers about £600 million.And they come on top of bigpreviousincreases,
Gas prices last went up by10% in October 1982. Before thattheyhad gone up 100% in three

years. Electricity prices last
went up 9% in April 1982.

Over the years 1973-82,
energy costs to industry went upto 385% in real terms.

There is a bureaucratic logicto thelatestrises: they will helpthe Treasury square its books,There is a political logic: theywill boost the already fat profitsof British Gas, and make it abetter prospect for privatisa-tion.
And there is an. economiclogic: high energy prices aregood for the oil monopolies, andalso good for the rich capitalistcountries’ continuing effort to

cut down oil consumption, open
new sources, and reduce theirdependence on OPEC.

But if thousands. more oldpeople die of hypothermia thiswinter because they can’t payfuel bills
. . . ? That doesn’t

countin theTory logic.Fuelbillsare a larger part ofthe budget of working classpeople, and especially pension-
ers, than for the better-off.

We need a workingclasscost-of-livingindex, calculatedby thelabour movement, and a fight towin clauses protecting wages,benefits and pensions againstinflation as measured by thisindex.



  

 

 

After repeatedPillscares

The search for
safe contraception

THE problem with discussing
the ideal contraception is we
all start from our own problems
and understanding of our needs
and bodies, so it is difficult to
makeoverall recommendations.

For the ‘middle class woman,
aware of her body and capable
of and willing to fight for back-
up abortion facilities’, most
people advising on_contra-
ception (and I don’t mean
conventional medical advisors)
would recommend the dia-
phragm plusspermicide.

But as the majority of un-
wanted pregnancies are due to
ignorance rather than contra-
ception failure, we haveto look
for easilyavailable, easy. to use,
effective and safe  contra-
ception for those presently
not using any.

In addition, we need some-
thing as simple as the pill
without the horrendous side
effects for those on the pill
now.

Let’s look at what we’ve
got (the problems) and hope--
fully find some answers or
suggestions.

The problemsof the Pill are
well known, now, but the
seriousnessof these problemsis
not widelybelieved.

The requests for aid/alterna-
tive contraception/or informa-
tion from present Pill users
following the latest disclosures
has beenunderwhelming.

The latest ‘scare’ appears
to have sorted out women
willing to look for alternative
contraception and not take the
risks of the Pill: those now
taking it either ignore, don’t
believe, or fully understand
the risks. Or perhaps they
can’t facethealternatives.

It is obvious that what is
needed is a barrier contra-
ception (no chemical side
effects) that can be left in
place (no needto carry it around
or put in place at the last mi-
nute).

The Intra Uterine Contra-
ceptive Device (IUCD) common-
ly known as the ‘coil’ sounds
ideal — no chemicals and
permanentlyin place.

Unfortunately this method
has a lot of unpleasant side
effects — not chemical...
but things like heavy periods
and cramps at the minor end
to penetration through the wall
of the uterus (womb) amongst
theworst.

..I have already mentioned
the diaphragm (‘Dutch cap’)

  
10p plus postage from
214 Sickert Court,
London N1 2SY.

7780008
OOOHOHOOSEgeometeemSe

ote,
»:

in
Even more hazardsof the
Pillhave recentlybeen
revealed. Sue Lister looks
at thealternativesavail-
able to women, and Les
Hearn discusses male
contraception.

as a possible hope.
But look realistically at this

method... Some women find
it easy to fit and have no hang-
ups about rushing off and in-
serting it at a key moment in
the proceedings: but you
have to consider where these
‘proceedings’ are taking place.

It may be fine if,you’ve a
stable relationship, usually
have sex in‘the same place —

or have a convenient way of
taking it everywhere you go .—

and have sex somewhere where
it’s convenient (e.g. enough
room)to insert. -

Young
But for a young woman

just embarking on sexual rela-

struggle tionships who is not very
confident, sex is not always
in comfortable surroundings
— imagine putting a diaphragm
in in the back of a car! Many
wouldn’t bother...

The question of why the dia-
phragm has to be_inserted
immediately before intercourse
has to be looked at — the use
of spermicide with a diaphragm

‘is said to be essential and I
-am not going to disagree
withthis — I don’t know.

Experiment
But research inte use of

barrier contraception without
spermicide is very rare —

because the only way firms can
make a profit out of barrier
contraceptionis withthespermi-
cide. :

There are small groups of
women experimenting with
diaphragms without spermicide
but there is no conclusive
evidenceyet.

Thereis research into spermi-
cide-impregnated spongeswhich can beleft in the vagina
and don’t interfere withsex.

I do not know the failure
rate of this method of contra-
ception, but it is not as yetwidely available.

Comeback
The Cervical Cap (a very

small cap which fits over the
cervix [neck of the womb])
was popular many years ago
and appears to be making a
comeback: again I don’t know
anyfigures but boththismethod
and the sponge could hold some
hope in terms of convenience,

a

Below: Depo-Provera—

dangerous but oftenprescrib-
ed, especially to blackwomen  

with lack of side effects —

let’s hope theyare effective.
There are no easy or simple

answers.
It is worth noting that most
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Family Planning Clinic workers
don’t use the Pill and that most
women who haveactually read
any of the research papers show-
ing the risks of the Pill have

  
 

 

Above: While thedrug
companiesstillmakefat
profits, familyplanning advice
is cut ‘to save money’ stoppedtakingit. :

This shows that the most
important point is that.the full
information should be given.
to.women before any decisions
are taken.

This does not mean handing
out all the scientific research
papers to every woman (thoughthey should be available);
but before any woman uses
any form of ‘contraception
she should not only be told
its effectiveness and how to
useit but therisks too.

Control
That way she can make the

decision facirig her taking into
account her life style and what
risks she is willing to take
— ifany. .

ThePillhas made an amazing
profit for drug companies —

the nationalisation of these
companies and their control
by workers andusersis not just
a necessary step in a socialist
economy — for some of us it
is the necessary step to save
our lives. They’ve made a
killingin more ways thanone.

 

Whyleave it all to women?
SPERMproductionis ultimately
controlied by the brain. At
puberty, the hypothalamus
send hormonesto the pituitary
gland, on the underside of the
brain. This gland then sendsits
own hormones to the testes
which have been dormant until
now.

One hormone, FSH, stimu-
lates the maturing of sperm,
while the other, LH, instructs
cells in the testes to make testo-
sterone. This is another
hormone which directs the
developmentof male sex charac-
teristics — enlargementof penis
and scrotum, growth of pubic
and facialhair, etc.

After puberty, testosterone
has little role to play. Sexual
activity is so much under psy-
chological influence that it can
continue even in the complete
absenceof testosterone.

FSH and LH at a constant
rate, involving only the testes.
Production of sperm is therefore
a muchsimpler system than egg
production in women which
involves cyclical changes in
ovaries, womb and breasts as
the body prepares for pregnancy
eachmonth.

Chemical approaches to
stopping the sperm can be
aimed at various levels in the
system, but all seem to have
side-effects except for gossypol.

Gossypol was discovered in
cotton-seed oil in China and
seems to act directly on the
sperm, stopping them from
storing energy during the
maturing process. In a vain
attempt to store energy, they
burn uplots of food, generating
useless heat and dying ofstar-
vation.

Gossypol
It is possible for gossypol to

affect-only sperm becausetheir
source of energy is different from
otherbodycells. This factmakes
side-effects less likely. Since
gossypol is cheaply available,
side effects on drug companies
might be moreserious.

Three physical approaches to
male contraceptionare possible:

The lowly condom has the
advantage of being obvious in
use and effective, though
possibly aesthetically displeas-
ing.

Castration, or removal of
testes, is too drastic to catch
on, but contrary to popular
belief, does not necessarily
affect sexual activity or mas-
culine appearance.It is also the
only cure for baldness!

Vasectomy seems the best
once-and-for-all method — one
which I have adopted myself.

It involved cutting the vas
deferens, a long tube leading

from the testes to the seminal
vesicles where sperm are stored
before passing out of the penis
during ejaculation.

Sperm are therefore trapped
in the testes and build up in
quantity for a while. This causes
a certain soreness and swelling,
but the sperm are soon re-
absorbed and no more are made.

All hormonal secretions con-
tinue as before.

Vasectomy is a minor opera-
tion, involving a local anaes-
thetic, a tiny incision, cutting
and tying a tube and a single
stitch.

It is usually painless, thoughI
experienced a feeling like a
rathermild slow-motion knee in
the nuts. Afterwards, I didn’t
feel like riding my bike for a
weekor so, but everything was
soon back to normal with not
even a scar. It was about as bad
as having a toothout.

Return
Sometimes vasectomies can

be reversed but often the body
starts producing antibodies to
escaped sperm since it has not
met them before. This will
hamperthereturn offertility.

Vasectomy is suitabie for
men who don’t want kids or
whose familiesare complete.

Changing one’s mind after-

wards need not be a problem
even if reversal fails. After all
for men, the act that results in
conception marks the total
biological contribution to the
new life. In practical terms, the
social contribution of a man to
child-rearing should far out-
weighit.

Male contraception does have
problemsin that malicious men
can cause women to run risks of
unwanted pregnancy.

Chemical contraception
would therefore need to be
supervised, with regular checks,
SEEeeeeeeee

: 50p for a single copy,
Bo 40p per copy for 5 or

a more, and 30p per copya for 20 or more, froma Employment Unit,a Southwark CVS, 135: Rye Lane, London

a SE15, Cheques payable
BH te Southwark CVS.
IE Please add an amount7 for postage.

of fertility.
Vasectomies are not certified

effective until two successive
semen tests over three months
have shown no spermspresent.
No man should be upset at
having to show his letter con-
firmingthisfact.

In any case, male contracep-
tion should not be seen as a
replacement for methods under

‘women’s control, though it may
removea great deal oftherisk of
some of thesemethods.

ary 50pof a People’s Marcherand
“How Politics were keof the People’s March” out 
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masInternationalnews
Resistance on Israeli ‘ North Bank’
Generalstrike
defies repression

Fromour correspondentin
Haifa

WHILEthe fighting continues
in the Beirut area between the
imperialist occupation forces
and their Falangist puppets on
one side, and the militias of
the Lebanese masses on the
other, Israel is doing its best to
control the southern third of
Lebanon.

It is meeting growing resis-
tance from the 700,000 inhabi-
tants of the area, which on
Tuesday 25 October held a one-day general strike.

South Lebanon has long
been out of the control of
Beirut’s bourgeois government.

Under the ‘‘democratic’’
system granted to Lebanon byretreating French imperialism,and now guardedat the expenseof much: blood, the voice of a
citizen who happened to be of
Shia-Moslemorigin (most of the
population of the South) counts
less than a third of a vote of his
countryman (or woman) of
Maronite-Christianorigin.

FortheBeirut governmenttheSouth carriedlittle weight, and
its villages received hardly anydevelopment programmes forroads,water,electricity,schools
and hospitals.

For years before the civil warthe area was under the influ-
ence of the Communist Partyand the Organisation of Com-
munist Action (more to-the left
thantheCP).

The alliance betweenthepoorvillagers and the Palestinianrefugees enabled the establish-
ment of the foundations of the
“PLO state’’ which the Israeliinvasionset out to destroy.A year and a half after theinvasion, the Palestinians inthe south still live in conditions
of devastation.

Terror and killings by Israeli
agents and Falangist gangs con-tinue against the defencelesspopulation gatheredin the ruins
of thecamps.

Resistance
The poor Lebanese villagersof the Southare nowatthefore-front of the resistance to theoccupation. Many of them, whofledcontinuing Israeli bombard-

ments over the past 15 years,now inhabit Beirut’s southernslums, where theyare underfirefrom the Falangists, theFalange’s ‘‘official Lebanese’’
army and theUS marines.Those who stayed under theIsraeli occupation now come toconfront Israeli soldiers, withthe masses throwing stones atthe firing soldiers, and dailyguerrillaactivity.

In the South’s main easterntownship of Nabatiya, a Shi’itereligious gatheringwas attackedby an Israeli patrol. The army

SetiFah.
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said the soldiers were ‘‘shot at’”’
from an ‘‘unknownsource’.

No soldier was hit, but onecivilian was shot dead anddozens wounded. But the
masses didn’t retreat; theymade some army xehicles flee
and burnedtwothatthe soldiersdeserted. ,

In the village of Sarafend ontheSidon-Tyreroad thevillagers
came with stones and sticks to
resist an army patrol arrestingpeople.

Three were shot dead and 20
others wounded. That sparkedthegeneral strike of 25 October,which even theIsraelis admitted
was successful in mobilisingthe
vast majorityof thepopulation.In the south of SouthLebanon
there is the Galil mountain
which — even after beingoccup-ied since 1948 and the expulsionof manyvillagers— has a major-ity Arab population.

The border was drawn after
the First World War to separateBritish-occupied Palestine fromFrench-occupied Lebanon.
Some new links are now being

 
 

    
    

 

reestablished in the struggleagainst thecommonoccupier.On October 19, six men werebroughtbeforethe Haifa region-al court, accusedby thepolice ofmembership of the PopularFront for the Liberation ofPalestine (General Command).One of them is a Lebanese
from theAley area, Faridabdel-Khaleq, who was held in anIsraeli prison near Haifa. The
fact of his arrest was concealedfrom the Red Cross. The other
five are Palestinians from theGalil: three Druzes and twoMoslems.

‘Closeddoors

.
Theirtrial, likeothers, is to be

held behind closed doors. Even
the lawyers of the accused are
not allowedto enter thecourt!

Al-Ansar concentration camp
near Nabatiya was built by the
invadingIsraelisto hold all PLO
men, including medical staff of
the Red Crescent and teachers
at UNRWAschools.

C

The ruinsofTyre
Thousands of Lebanese leftactivists were imprisoned withthe Palestinians. Now the camp .population is growingwitheverynew wave of resistance to theoccupation.
By 25 October the prisonersstaged a strike and a demonstra-

tion in the camp and some werewounded as the guards shot atthem.
TheIsraelisare keen to break

the spirit of the thousands of
arrested militants, especiallyafter some 50 succeeded inescaping througha tunnel under
thewall.

A few weeks ago, 16 of theAl-Ansar prisoners were secret-ly sent for special harsh treat-
ment to a department at the
Atlit “‘Prison6’’ militaryjail.All thesethousandshave beenheld for a year and a half now,without a trial, or a lawyr, and
have been denied even theirrights as prisonersof war.

In the mass graves near theGadot Kibbutz, new unidenti-fied graves have continued to
appear.
 

Polish
FIVE leaders of ‘Solidarity,sentenced to several years inprison for ‘‘creatingclandestine
committees,’’ began a hungerstrike on September 12 in theBarczew prison near the city ofOlsztyn.

Whoare they?*Andrzej Slowik, a leader ofSolidarity in the Lodz region,sentencedto six years in prison..*Jerzy Kropielnicki, a leaderof Solidarity in the Lodz region,sentenced to six years in prisonand four years’ deprivation ofcivil rights.
*Ecdmund Baluka. on his

secone hunger strike. a historic-
& .eacer of the Baltic strikes in2371-71. a Solidarity activist,
seTzemcec to five rears in prison
= Angox 1353. His appeal was
TStectec Oy the authorities.

hunger
the declaration of war againstthe Polish people on December
13, 1981. A member of theProvisional Coordinating Com-
mittee (TKK) of Solidarity, he
was sentenced to six years in
prison and four years’ depriva-tion ofhis civil rights.*Piotr Bedmarz,

|
Solidarityactivistin theWroclawregion.In addition, trials of theleaders of KOR (Committee forSocial Self-Defence) are pro-ceeding. Some have alreadybeen sentencedtoprison terms.

Now imprisonedare a numberof Solidarity leaders, includingAndrzej Gwiazda, Karol Mod-wzelewsky, Jan Rulewski,Seweryn Jawoiski, GrzegorzPalka, and Marian Jurcyk.Considering the urgency ofthe situation, we ask you toimmediatelysendletters or tele-
grams of protest demanding:“Satisfaction of the demands
of the five hunger strikers who
are Solidarity leaders, and their

strike
immediaterelease.

*An end to thetrials of theKORactivists,and their release.*Release of the Solidarityleaders and all those detainedfor union activities or political
opinions.

This information comes fromtheCommittee in Solidarity with
the Polish Workers (Montreal)which has received informationfrom the Committee to SupportSolidarity in Lund, Sweden. thisinformation was transmittedthrough Agence-France-Pressé
under date of September 26,1983.
WHILEtensof thousandsof
Polish workers in Warsaw and
othercities demonstratedtheir
continued allegianceto Solidar-
nosc last week,it was announ-ced thatReagan’s administra-
tion — presumablysatisfiedthattherepression of theunion has
now reverted to themore‘normal’tacticsof East Europ-
ean bureaucracies— has begunliftingeconomicsanctions.

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
  
  
 
  
   
 
 
  
   
    

   
  
    
  
  
 
   
   
  
  
 
    
 
 
 

  
Iran protester:
face death
sentences

ON MONDAY7 November, ten
supporters of the Organisationof Iranian Fedaii Guerrillas
(OIPFG)were arrested during a
protest occupation of the Iran
Airlines ‘ office in London. At
the time of writing, the ten are
still being held in custody,havingbeendeniedbail.

The London occupation was
part of an international protest
actionstaged by OIPFG support-
ers in order to draw attention to
the level of repression in Iran
andthefailure of the media.to
coverthisrepression.

Apart from the London occu-
pation, Iran Airline offices wereoccupied in Paris, Vienna,Frankfurt, and New Delhi,whilst in Brussels OIPFG
supporters were able to occupythe Iranian Embassyitself and
seize large amounts of Embass
documents.

. :

The demands raised by the
occupations included: AmnestyInternational to be granted
accessto Iranian politicalprison-
ers; the passing of a motion of
condemnation by the United
Nations on the Iranian regime;Red Crossto be allowedto visit
Kurdistan, where Iranian forces
are fighting to deny Kurdish
self-determination; and the
cessation of arms export to Iran.

The latter demandis partic-ularly pertinent in Britain.
American weapons and muni-
tions are now beingshipped into
Cardiff airport and re-exported
to Iran fromajetty-site boughtby the Iranian government inNewport. There are also uncon-firmed rumours of a possibledeal to sell Jaguar fighter air-
craft to Iran.

France
In all countries, those stagingthe occupation were arrested.The only exception was France,which supports the bourgeois-liberalNationalCouncilof Resis-

tance against Khomeini, andalso backs Iraq in the Iran-Iraq
war because of French invest-
ments there.

:Apart from in London andNew Delhi, all those arreted
werereleasedrelativelyquickly.In London the ten arrested
appearedin court two dayslatercharged with: criminal damageto property, illegal entry and
assault (i.e. allegedly prevent-ing the staff from leaving thebuilding).

The policeopposedbail on the
grounds that the Iranians might
repeattheir ‘‘crime’’if released.
The judge readilycomplied withtheir request. The one female
prisoner was held in TottenhamCourt Roadpolice station, whilethe nine male prisoners weretransferred to theremandcentre
in Peterborough.

 UNDERGROUN
‘SolidarityUnderground: Free trade unionism inPoland today’is a new pamphlet by Magda

 

 
Khomeini

All ten have been served with
deportation notices. If these
notices are followed through by
the HomeOffice it would meancertain execution for the ten on
theirreturn to Iran.

Oneof the ten arrested, who
lives in the Gorbals in Glasgow,has had his home raided bypolice acting without a warrant,and documents, political pam-phlets, etc., were confiscated.
Iranians visiting his home have
also been followed by the policeand questioned.

It is not known yet whether
similar raids have been carried
out on the homesof the other
nine, who live in London, Man-
chester and Edinburgh.

The labour movementin this
country, and particularlyLabour
Party members, must be cam-
paigning for the release of the
ten, the dropping ofall chargesagainst them, and withdrawalof
thethreatof deportation.

The composite resolution on
Iran passed at this year’s Partyconferencepledged‘‘support for
workers’ resistance against the
regime’s brutal suppression’’,called on the
Labour Organisation to‘‘do all
in its power to help end theplight of the Iranian workers and
trade unionists’’ and urged the
National Executive Committee
to ‘‘do all in theirpower to assist
Iranian réfugees, especially to
preventtheirdeportation backto
Tran.”’ ,

Thefirst task is to achievethe
release of the imprisoned Iran-
ians, if they are stillbeing heldby the time this issue of the
paper appears. LabourMPs and
councillors in particular must
mount the necessary pressure
on the police-to ensure that they
cease opposingbail.

The longer term campaignwhich needs to be built is onewhich aims at the dropping of
the charges and preventing anydeportations should any of the
ten be foundguilty.

For further information about.the defence campaign, contact’ISF, c/o BM Box KAR, London
WCIN 38xX. 
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 ‘*_.. Experts predict thatthe
shootingdown of Flight007 will
lead to furthernuclear
deployment...”

 

 

Farrell Dobbs
By a US correspondent

| FARRELL DOBBS died in
Pinole, California, on October 3
at theage of76. :

He was a memberof the team
that made Minneapolis a union
town duringthelabourstruggles
of the 1930s in the United
States.

The leaders of that team were
Carl Skoglund and Ray Dunne,
trade union revolutionaries and
followers of Leon Trotsky. The
two men were members of the
Communist League of America,
the forerunner of the Socialist
WorkersParty.

Skoglund is considered the
architect of the 1934 Minnea-
polis Teamsters strike, one of
themost importantstrikes in the
history of theUnited States.

Together with Ray Dunne,
Skoglund mapped a massive
organising campaign in which
tens of thousands of workers
becameinvolved.The strike was
won and the union

__
Local 574

__.
won recognition. It paved the

wayfor large-scale expansion of
the Teamsters, which up to that
time, had been a small, relative-
ly ineffective union.

Dobbs became active during
the strike, and afterwards, was
elected the union local’s secre-

‘] tary treasurer.
Duringthestrike he joined the

Trotskyistparty. In 1972, Dobbs
authoreda book called Teamster
Rebellion, which is about the
strike.

Dobbs quotes Harry DeBoer,
one of the strike leaders, as
saying, ‘‘We couldn't have done
it without a disciplined revolu-
tionaryparty.’’

Dobbs wrote that DeBoer’s
  

statement is ‘‘a broad political
generalisationabout Local 574’s
victory that is hard to improve
upon.”’

Following the strike, Dobbs
was a memberof the team that
organised the truck drivers in
eleven midwestern states
includingMinnesota.

Workersjoined the Teamsters
in large numbers. They recog-
nised that the union’s militant
leadership group was prepared
to fight for the workers, and win
decent conditions. And therepu-
tation of theunion spread.

Dobbs was a Tearifsterorgan-
iser until he became labour
secretary of the Socialist
WorkersParty in 1939.

Dobbs was one of 18 people
connected with the Teamsters,
convictedunder theSmithAct in
1941 for sedition. The act was
later declared unconstitutional.
It was invoked against the
Teamsters in Minneapolis by
President’ Franklin Roosevelt
who was determined to wipe out
the anti-war sentiment reflec-
ted in the team that had organ-
ised theunion. :

Dobbs served 13 months in
prison. When he got out, he
returned to New York,serving in
several capacities for the Social-
ist Workers Party and running
for President on the Socialist
Workers Party ticket four times.
He becamenationalsecretary of
the Socialist Workers Party,
succeeding James P. Cannon,
theparty’s founder.

Dobbs retired from the SWP
in 1972. He wrote four books
about the history of the Team-
sters in Minneapolis, collabora-
ting with DeBoer and Ray Rain-
bolt, anotherrevolutionary trade
unionist. Dobbs’ best-known
book is TeamsterRebellion.

ERS.
FarrellDobbs withJamesPCannonin 1941
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Warchief goesEast
PRESIDENT Reagan’s_ wild
war-mongering statements in
Korea are a useful reminder of
the role thatcountry has played
both in the original Cold War
and in the latest imperialist
propaganda and military offen-
sive.

As he made new pledges to
step up military aid to the
vicious South Korean regime of
President Chun Doo, Reagan
larded his speeches with scare-
mongering claims that North
Korea is about to invade, and
hypocritical references to the
supposed ‘freedom’ defended
by Chun’sdictatorship.

Speaking to some of the
40,000 American troops
stationed in Koreato bolster the
regime,he declared:

“You stand between the free
world and the armedforces of a
system hostile to everything we
believein. You are truly on the
front line.’’

“The Communist system to
thenorth is based on hatred and
oppression. It brutally attacks
every form of liberty and
declares thosewho worship God
to beenemiesof thepeople.”

But of course ‘there are

 

 

By Harry Sloan
 

millions of South Korean
workers who regard Chun’s
savage treatment of opposition
parties and workingclass oppos-
ition as bothhateful and repres-
sive.

The South Korean economyfunctions upon the massive
exploitation of men and women .

workers in the pursuit of super-profits for US and Japanese-
financed firms: to maintain this
system requires a massive
apparatus of repression, includ-
ing a standing army of over
500,000 and vast numbers of
police.

Manyofthesepolice had been
busily at work in advance of
Reagan’s visit, rounding up.
thousands of the potential
opponents of the regime not
already incarcerated in Chun’s
jails, sealing off whole areas
throughwhich the US President
would travel, and ensuring a
massive armed presence on the
streets where crowds would

.gather to see the imperialist

Dictatorial
powers in
S. Africa
vonstitution

THE new, notionally ‘‘liberal-
ised’’ South Africanconstitution
handsvirtually dictatorialpower
to an Executive President, who
will in many respects single-
handedlycontrol Parliamentand
the Billspassingthroughit.

The much publicised and con-
troversial racially-based three-
chamber Parliament — from
which South Africa’s majority
blacks are, of course, excluded
— is transformedinto little more
thana rubberstamp.

Among the President’s
powerswillbetherightto:

*Determine sessions of
Parliament.

*Dissolve Parliament.
*AppointMinisters.
*Proclaim or terminate mar-

tial law.
*Declarewar and make peace.
*Appoint and remove civil

servants.
*Chairthe Cabinet.
It will be the President’s sole

prerogative to decide whether a
matter is of concern to only one
orto all of the threechambersof
Parliament:once he has decided
there will be no right to appeal
or question his decision.

Hewillalso be able to recom-
mend amendmentsof his own to
any Bill, even if already
approved by Parliament — and
refer the amended Bill back for
endorsement.

He will, by combining the
office of State President with
that of Prime Minister, also be
Commander in Chief of the
Defence Force, and will preside
over thecabinet. To remove him
from office would require the
joint actionof a majority of each
of the three Houses of Parlia-

 

Terry Smithanalysesthe
new politicalarrangements
of apartheid
ce

In addition, the Constitution
offers a rigged system of Com-
mittees which ensure that the
facade of involving Indian and
Coloured representatives does
not involve ceding any control.
There would be a white majority
on joint standing committees
of the three Parliaments; a
white majority to elect the
President, and a white majority
on the Council to advise the
President.

.

But even before this Consti-
tution was pushed through a
referendum,it had becomeplain
that real power in South Africa
has beentransferred out of the
arena of Parliament and the

- Cabinet into the hands of the
powerful State Security Council,
headed by Prime Minister
Botha.

Cabinet Ministers are not
allowed to attend SSC meetings
without invitation. The SSC
includes Defence Minister Pik
Botha and a few other hand
picked governmentministers.

Butalso on theCouncilare the
head of the National Intellig-
ence Service, the Chief of the
Defence Force (army), the
Commissionerof Police, and the
Directors General of Foreign
Affairsand of Justice.

Since the beginning of 1982
the SSC has been under the
administration of the National
Intelligence Service, and com-
mandsa wide nationalandinter-

chief pass by.
Reagan has good reason to

view South Korea with some
affection. It was the outbreak of
the Korean warin 1950 which
gave the Democratic President
Harry Truman exactly the pre-
text he needed to begin a
massive rearmamentof the USA
demanded by hawkish security
advisors.

Truman used the cover of the
war to fund theestablishmentof
an integrated NATO force in
Europe, extend military ‘aid to
the French imperialists fighting
Communist forces in Vietnam,
and boost the reactionary
regime in the Philippines
against Communist-led guer-rillas.

So useful was the war that
Trumanand General MacArthur
repeatedly sabotaged hopesof a
swift negotiated settlement, to
prolong the crisis and thus
increase military funding from
the US Congress.

It was this key period which
was decisive in launching the
post-war USA into the frantic
arms. race with the USSR — an
arms race which Reagan has
accelerated.

extending far beyond military
and ‘‘security’’ affairs into polit-
ical and cultural fields.

And while these decisions are
taken behind closed doors by
powerful, unaccountable
cliques, the extent to which
South African businesses have
been concentrated in the hands
of a few vast conglomerates
has also beenrevealed.

It is estimatedthat 80% of the
shares on the Johannesburg
Stock Exchange are owned by
only seven companies, of which
the largest, the Anglo-American
Corporation, owns no less than
56% of the total. The next
largest is the Sanlam life insur-
ance company (9.4%) followed
 

And,ironically,one tool which
Reagan himself has used to
achieve funding for the new
MX missile was the recent
shooting. down of a South
Korean airliner.

Significantly the American
hulabaloo about the incident has
died away once the holes in the
State Department’s—flimsy
propagandastory began to show
through, and the hysteria had
helped procure Congress back-
ing for Reagan’s immense
armamentsbudget.

This cold and hot war back-
groundto the Korean visit helps
explain the stark contrast
between the  flak-jacketed,
trigger-happy, _bunker-visiting
Reagan on the 38thparallel, and
the softly-spoken, ‘“‘peace-
loving’’ Reagan who spoke so
movinglyof his fears of nuclear
war to the Japanese ruling class
onlyhoursearlier. .

From Japan, Reagan wants
trade concessions, and a big
increase in their own arms
spendingtoassist in militarising
the Pacific Ocean: in Korea he
was merely seeking the pretext
for a further lurch in the arms
race. \ 

Blacktrade unionists: thepower thatcan beatapartheid
by Barlow Rand with7.4%.

Yet even after these figures
were compiled there have been
further takeovers and mergers
by the ‘‘Big Seven’’ which will
have further tightened their
grip on SouthAfricanbusiness.

The only serious way in which
this vast concentration of power
in the hands of South Africa’s
ruling white capitalists can be
fought is through the organisa-
tion and mobilisation of the
blackworkingclass.

Through the buildingof inde-
pendentblacktrade unions and
the preparation of mass class
action,theSouth Africansystem
can be taken by the throat and
theracist rulers defeated. 
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Sinn Fein Ard Fheis:
LAST WEEKEND Sinn
Fein held its Ard Fheis
(conference) in Dublin. It
was a watershed Ard Fheis
which brought the changes
of the last three years to a
logical conclusion by elect-
ing an entirelynew national
leadership.

Those who foundedtheProvi-
sional Republican movement-
and have led it for the last-13 -

years, men like Rory O’Bradyand David O’Connell, have been
replaced by younger,left-wing,populist radicals from the North
whosepolicies have carried theday at the last two Ard
Fheisnea.

Now Gerry Adams, Westmin-
ster MP for West Belfast, repla-
ces O’Bradyas President.

Someof the bitterness of thedispute between the old South-
ern-based leadership and the
Northerners over issues such asfederalism cameout at the con-ference, thoughboth sides denythat a split has taken placeorislikelyto.

In the discussion on absten-
tionism — the principle which
forbids elected Republicans to
take their seats in the ‘Partition
Parliaments’ in Dublin or Bel-fast, or at Westminster —

O’Brady recalled
_
previousdisputes in the Republican

movementonthisissue.

By John
O’Mahony

Hehad,he said, shared plat-forms with former comrades
who were now in their gravesbecause they abandoned the‘good old principle’ of absten-
tionism. The Provisionals form-ed a separate organisation in
1969-70 becausethe old Repub-lican movement (IRA and Sinn
Fein alike) had voted to abandonabstentionism.

While the Ard Fheis voted to :
lift the ban on discussingabstention,it did not change thepolicy.

But then, towards the end of
the conference, the Ard Fheis
decided that while the ban re-mains on elected Republicanstaking their seats at Westmin-
ster, Belfast, or even Dublin, if
any Sinn Feiners are elected to
the EEC Parliament next June
thentheywill take their seats inthesupra-nationalassembly.This is close to the LabourParty’s level of confusion andself-contradiction!

Danny Morrison, Mid-UlsterAssemblyman, proposed fight-ing the Euro-elections on both
sides of the border and taking

CONFERENCE
IRELAND: PEACETHROUGHDEMOCRACY

Speakers include: Tony Benn, Ken Livingstone and CliveSoley.
Time: Saturday November26 at 9.30 am.Place:Edrich Hall, SouthBank Polytechnic,Borough Rd.,London SE1.

The conference aimsto build up support for an end to anyBritish presence in Ireland, an end to the Unionist veto onreunification. and the right of Ireland to maintain itstradinional neutrality (i.e. not to be pushed into joiningNATO:.
Tae somference will focus on the situation in the trade
Mas £1 =e problems of raising the issueof Ireland,was wiere Brisk mumions have members in theMorn.The sceverence ss open w delegates (£3) and observers(£2). further information from Box 189, 32 Ivor Place,London NW1.

seats. Martin McGuinness saidthat not to fight the election onthe basis of taking seats would
be ‘madness’, because this was‘the best opportunity ever’ tobeattheSDLP.

It is widely believed that the
Adamsgroup wants to abandon
abstention generally. Such a
move, however, would imply asplit.

Other decisions of the confer-
ence were:

° A reference to ‘Christian
principles’ in Sinn Fein’s state-
ment of aims was replaced by:‘Irish Republican Socialist prin-ciples in accordance with the
Easter proclamationof 1916 and
the Democratic Programme of
thefirst Dailin 1919’.

© Removal of the word ‘total’
from the expression of SinnFein’s opposition to abortion.
Nowit is merely ‘opposed’.

° Reaffirmation of last year’sdecisionto reject federalism.
¢A motion reaffirming the

constitutional ban on discussion
of abstention was defeated withboth Adams and O’Brady votingfor it.

Oneofthenew Sinn Fein vice-
presidents, trade union official
Phil Flynn, was once aTrotskyist.

One of the most interestingpoints was made by Adams
when heimplicitlycriticised the
outgoing leadership and the
movementin theSouth:

“Outside of its nationalist
policy Sinn Fein has, to a greatextent, been isolated in the 26
counties and, becauseof our al-
most exclusive concentration onthe national question, we have
failed to develop the social and
economic momentum which our
party began during the ’60s.
Others [the Official Republi-
cans, now the Workers Party]who abandoned the central
question of partition have been
able to makepolitical capital onthoseissues’’.

Thus Adams explicitly pro-
poses to go back andpickup the
threads of social policy, North
and South, which the Provos
whosplit the Republican move-
mentin 1969-70 reacted against,in favour of old-fashionedphysi-cal-force militarist

|
Republi-

canism.
The ideas of 1969-70 were

represented most clearly at the
conference by O’Brady when he
said:

“I don’t want us to startdiscussing converting a revolu-tionary movementinto a consti-
tutionalparty...

“These things weigh veryheavily with me as I sat on a
|

Sinn Fein Ard Fheis platform aschairman with people who youknow very well, who were later
killed because of feuding be-
tween different fragmentations
of thismovement.

“I thinkpeople should try to
" educate themselves into the

basic nature of this movement
— weare a revolutionary move-
ment. We can’t have one foot in
enemyparliaments...

“‘We have those principles.Stick by them and we'll staytogether’’.

Adams andhis colleagues, in
contrast, hope to combine the
turn to social and communitypolitics with a maintenance of
the military struggle in theNorth, and thus avoid the imbal-
ance that fractured the Republi-
can movement in 1969-70 andled to the emergence of theProvos,theOfficials (now Work-
ers Party) and then the INLA/IRSP.

The national question, how-
ever, is to be central, and the
axis of everythingelse.To understand the importanceof thisArd Fheis, and to attempt
an account of what it means for
socialist politics in Ireland, it is

 
1978 Sinn Fein Ard Fheis
necessary to look back over the
roadthatled_to it.

The Republican movement
was crushed and pulverised in
World War 2, subjected to ter-
rible repression North and
South. It was discredited by its
active alliance with Germany,from which it hoped for aid and
favour against Britain.

Then, in the late ’40s andearly ’50s, it began to revive.Essentially indifferent to poli-tics, it was concerned with just
one central question — parti-tion, ‘nationalunification’.

Not to go into the partitionistparliaments was a matter of
principle, and so was commit-
ment to theidea thatonlyphysi-cal force, not ‘politics’, would
achievetheirgoal.

In practice the movement’s
prejudices and assumptions re-flected right-wing Catholic Ire-land at the height of the cold
war.

Aftera series of raids for arms

TROOPS

in England andIreland,it taun-
ched a military campaign main-ly against customs posts and
RUC stations in the North. The
activities were very small-scale

_

by the standards of the '70s,but they mobilised a lot of
support. Abstentionist deputies
were elected not only in theNorth, but also in the South —

something Sinn Fein could not
repeat today even during the
hunger strike. Rory O’Brady
wasoneof two Sinn Fein TDs.

The Fianna Fail governmentintroduced internmentin the
South in 1957 to deal with the .Republicans. By the end of the
"60s the ‘Border Campaign’had run out of steam. A formal
ceasefirewas declared in 1962,

Manyactivists — like David
O’Connell — dropped out. The
remainder analysed theirdefeat
and reached conclusions rather
like earlier Republicans of the20s and '30s and like Adams
andhis colleagues today.

The concentration on the
Border and on the pure militarystruggle alone would never
cali forth and organise the forc-
es to gain a united Ireland. Theybegan to discuss social policiesand socialism, and to move both
to theleft and away from narrowmilitarism. Timidly they edgedtowards a break with the prin-ciple of abstention.

The Republicansdid thispart-ly under the influenceof former(or perhaps undercover) mem-bers of the British CommunistParty andits Irish ‘front’, theConnolly Association — RoyJohnstone and Tony Coughlin.ThestrongStalinist coloration in
the Workers Party today dates
from thisperiod.

They turned to housing action
committees and agitation overCatholic civil rights in Protest-
ant-ruled NorthernIreland.

At the same time they expel-led and purged traditionalists
throughout the country, evolv-ing a thoroughly Stalinist
regime. Opposition to the Rep-ublican leadership often took theform of a reflex defence of
militarism. (For example, thefirst dissident ‘An Phoblacht’
was a duplicated sheet publish-ed after 1967 from Corkby peop-le who seem eventually to have
madetheirwayto theIRSP).

Then the North blew up. In

 



; October 1968 a Catholic civil
rights demonstration-in Derry

|

was savagely batoned. World
TV audiences saw the present
Lord Fitt, then MP for West
Belfast, clubbed to the ground
withhis head streaming blood.

A tremendous Catholic reac-
tion followed, and there were
furthercivil rights marches and
demonstrations.

Inevitably this triggered a
Protestant backlash, which led,
in August 1969, to serious pog-
romsinDerry and Belfast.

Theartificial Six County state.
wasdisintegratinginto Catholic-
Protestant civil war. The British
Army wentin in force to take a
tight grip on thesituation.

At first the Catholic areas in
Belfast and Derry welcomed the
soldiers, but still walled them-
selves off behind barricades in
Free Derry and Free Belfast.
These remained in existence
until October 1969, when the
barricades were peacefully tak-
en down.

The IRA had been caught un-
prepared, largely without weap-
ons and quite unable to defend
theCatholicghettoes. The exist-
ing Republican leadership (the
future Officials) and their poli-
cies were discredited in much of
the North. The reaction against
the new ‘social’ and ‘extreme
socialist’ policieswas inevitable,
and quick.

Things came to a head at the
IRA convention in December
1969 and the Sinn Fein Ard
Fheis in January 1970. A size-
able majority decided to aban-
don abstention. About a third,
almost entirely old-timers,
walked out and set up the Provi-
sional IRA andSinn Fein.

They denounced the others
as ‘extreme socialists’, seeking
to establish a totalitarian dicta-
torship, and as Marxists.

It is pretty firmly established
"

that the Provisionals, certainly
those in the North, had encour-
agement, includingmoney, from
elements in the ryling Fianna
Fail party in the South —

Blaney, Boland, .Haughey, and
so on.

Until it made a sharp change
of policy in April 1970, the 26
Counties government channel-
led money and other support to
the Northern Catholics, and

 
Loyalist leaders, including shipyard workers’ leader Billy Hull(right),formerlyin Northern Ireland Labour Party.

atershed
Prime Minister Jack Lynch said
that the 26 Counties army
‘‘would not stand idly by’’ and
let theCatholicsin the North be
massacred.

The Cabinetwas said to have
discussed invadingtheNorth.

But whatever its midwifery,
and whatever Blaney and
Haugheyintended it to be, the
Provisional movement  inevi-
tablytookon a logic of its oWn.

It grew very quickly, essen-
tiallyas a defensive militiain the
Catholic ghettoes and initially
with a purely defensive concept
of theirown role. In Belfast they
numbered a few dozen at the
beginning of 1970, and over a
thousandby early 1971.

Where did the new recruits
come from?

AfterOctober 1969, when the
barricades came down in Free
Derry and Free Belfast, things
were quiet and stagnant. Civil
rights reforms were quickly
introduced, the sectarian B-
specials disbanded, the RUC
disarmed. The British Labour
government left the Orange
state in being as a facade, but
put British civil servants in to
share day-to-day running of
NorthernIreland.

Masses of unemployed Catho-
lic youth had been stirred up,
and someradicalised.Theywere
bitterly disappointed. They
wanted action. They began to
clash with the heavy-handed
British Army.

Then, in June 1970, British
politics changed the course of
developments in Northern Ire-
land. Labour lost the election.
Under Labour the British
government had independently

‘been putting pressure on the
Orangestate to reform since the
mid-’60s (and thereby it helped
to destabilise Northern Ireland
and give birth to the Catholic
civil rights movement). Some of
its key people were sympathetic
to the plight of the Northern
Ireland Catholics — even Prime
Minister Harold Wilson.

It had built up a considerable
experienceof handlingNorthern
Ireland. It handled the initial
secession of Catholic Derry and
Belfast with great skill after
August 1969.

But the Heath government
wasallied to the ruling North-
ern Ireland Orange Tories, and

T NOW!

 

indifferent to Ireland. Mean-
while the British Army’s heavy-handed’ policing of Northern
Ireland had brought it more and
more into conflictwiththeCath-olics whohad initiallywelcomed
it.

The Army’s role was essen-tially to keep the balance with-
in theartificial Six Countystate,which had a built-in bias in
favour of the Protestants. The
Catholics were the trouble-
makers. The Army respondedwith CS gas against riotingyouths.

In July 1970 the Army impos-ed a curfew on the Catholic
Falls, engaged in a sweep for
arms, and fought a gun battle
withtheOfficial IRA.

The Provisionals had seemed
like a rumpof yesterday’s hard
men at thebeginning of 1970.
But as the Army cameinto con-
flict with the Catholics, they
grew into a powerful force in the
Northernghettoes.

Somewhere along the line a
decision was taken to go on the
offensive. As one participant
was to put it: The Provisionals
cut through all the problems
(especially the problem of Prot-
estant working-class hostility)
which inhibited and oppressed
the Left and the Official Repub-
licans, with a simple message.They pointed to the patrolling
British soldiers and said: ‘That’s
British imperialism.Shoot it’.

Thefirst soldiers were killed
early in 1971, and there was a
spate ofbombings.

Then in August 1971, intern-
ment without charge or trial,
and exclusively for Catholics,
was introduced. It completed
the alienation of the Catholic
community.

Andit led to a mass growthof
Provisionalinfluence.There was
a full-scale offensive against
Stormont andtheBritish Army.
From early in 1972 car bombs
devastatedthecentres of North-
ern Ireland’scitiesand towns.

The British government was
forced to seek a political solu-
tion. In March 1972it abolished
Stormont and set out to find a
political arrangement within
Northern Ireland which would
commandthesupport of Cathol-
ics as well as Protestants.

1972 was the high point for
the Provisionals. They achieved
theimportant victory of destroy-
ing the sectarian parliament. -

They forced the British govern-
ment to negotiate with them
directly. (Gerry Adams was
releasedfrom prison to be flown.
to London to take part in talks

with secretary of state William
Whitelaw).

But no agreement was poss-ible. A brief mid-1972 ceasefire
broke down (thoughtheOfficial
IRA’s ceasefireof the same time
was definitive).

The Provisionals demanded
thattheBritish should withdraw
and that the 32 counties of all
Ireland should be the unit for
decision-making — i.e., an end
to the Protestant majority’s veto
over any changes in the six
counties and in Ireland as a
whole. They proposed a federal
Ireland, organised in four pro-vincial units, including a nine-
county Ulster.

Britain continued to consider
the Six Countiesas sacrosanct,chough it advocated links withtheSouth.

Eventually Britain shaped a
new compromise approach.
There was to be an executive
in Belfast, based on a six coun-
ty assemblyin which the Cathol-
ic constitutional_nationalist
party, the SDLP, would share
power with ‘moderate’ Union-
ists. At the same time there
was to be a Council of Ireland,
loosely linking the six and 2
counties. .

The power-sharing executive
which took over at the begin-
ning of 1974 had many things
going for it. It had the support
and patronage of Britain, the
support of about two-thirds of
an assembly elected the pre-
vious June. The die-hard Oran-
gemenwere ghettoised.

SDLP

The SDLP, supported by a big
majority of Catholicvoters, had
a tremendous weight within the
executive. Nationalist aspira-
tions were accommodatedin the
Councilof Ireland.

In early 1974 the IRA seemed
to face the prospect of being
marginalised. Had the new
power-sharing executive taken
root, probably they would have
been.

Now, for the second time,
British politics changed the
course of events in Northern
Ireland. The battle between the
government and the miners led
Edward Heath to call a snapgeneral election in February
1974,

The Unionist Party in North-
ern Irelandhad split over power-sharing, and the election found
the pro-power-sharers led by
Brian Faulkner strong in the
Assemblybut effectivelywithout

a party outside it. There was
mass Protestant discontent with
power-sharing and especially
withthe Councilof Ireland. The
Faulknerites were considered
to be traitors who had broken
theirelectionpledges.

The February election allow-
ed this discontent full expres-sion. 11 of the 12 Northern
Ireland Westminster MPs elec-
ted were hostile to power-sharing. The executive’s author-
ity was undermined. :

In May 1974 a majority vote in
the Assembly to endorse the
new arrangements triggered a
ProtestantGeneral Strike, which
grew to massive proportions and
led to the resignation of the
executive and the destruction of
Britain’sentire strategy.

Since then Britain has had no
strategybut to hold on.

The Protestant backlash had
begun against the civil rights
movement and grown continu-
ously. Held in check when the
British and Stormont were beat-
ing down the Catholics from 
 

Bloody Sunday — January 30 1972

mid-1970 to March 1972, it
burst out with the abolition of
Stormont.

Tens of thousands of workers
struck in protest at the abolition
of Stormont. The Ulster Defence
Association, formed in 1971,began open marching and dril-
lingin 1972, and soon numbered
over 50,000. Protestant Van-guard, led by William ig,organised a demonstration of.
60,000 Protestants. (In British
population terms that would be
2% million, or, if you reckon it

- against the Protestant two-
‘thirds of Northern Ireland’s

population, 3,600,000).
There was an orgy of sectariankillings of Catholics picked atrandom, as Catholics. The cul-

mination was the reactionarygeneral strike which smashed
Britain’s strategy.

That was a decisive turaing-
point. In a continuation of this
article, next week, I will discuss
the shapeofIrish politics after
1974, and how it determined the
evolutionof theProvisionals.

“NL



 
Socialist Organiser no.155 November17 1983 Page 10

Will Liverpool be
a new Clay Cross?

SHOOTING the foreman is a
sackableoffence. It’s thekind of
thing you dream of, but just
don’t do. Someonebringsan air
gun into work, you fire it acci-
dentally through a plate glass
door,andit hits the gaffer in the
leg. How were you to know the
fellow was behindthedoor?

Yet in Liverpool these days,
workers aren’t penalised for
common human errors. They get
reinstated on the understanding
thatair-gun practiceis no longer
permitted on council premises
and may go on to become an
advisor on trade union affairs to
theLabour Council.

Liverpool today stands out,
bloodied but unbowed, against
the Tory government and the
capitalist system which has been
attempting to destroy the fight-
ing spirit of this working class
city for two decades or more.

Not wishing to follow the
national trend, scousers regis-
tered a marked swing to Labour
during the general election.
Before June, the city had two
Tory MPs. Today it has none.
The Tory victory was just incom-
prehensible to working class
Merseyside. It was as though
therest of the country lived on a
differentplanet.

Another success chalked upby Labour this year was the vic-
tory at the city council elections
in May.

Liberals
Forthefirst time in ten years,

the Labour. Party won a majority
(51 seats) on the 99 seat council.
The Liberals, whose pavement
politics gimmickry. had served
them well for most of the
previous period, were shown to
be impotent whenfacedwiththe
major problems of education,
housing and unemployment.

The present council is domin-
ated by the Militant Tendency,
the mostsignificant force on the
LabourParty left. As such, it is
universally hated by the local
media and a prime target for
attackby theTory government.

The Councildoes thingswhich
go against the grain of the
“how do you like your steak,
councillor’’styleof local govern-
ment. One‘ofits first acts was to
abolishtheofficeof Lord Mayor.
But what would happen to the
Mayor’s poor old horses, asked
the local press. ‘‘They would
make good glue’’ replied the
chair of thecouncil. -

The new regime was com-
mitted too, to much more sig-
nificant acts aimed at turning
the machinery of local govern-
mentto the benefitof the work-
ing class.

*Rentshave beenreduced.
*Council house provision

would beincreased.
*1000 extra jobs would be

provided by the Council in the
form of direct employment.

*School reorganisation
would take place on the basis of

Psaeeeeee

Demonstration
LIVERPOOL
No Tory
cuts

 
Liverpool Labour marches
against cuts thisSaturday,
19th.Bas Hardyreports.
 
comprehensive education prin-
ciples beingfirmlymaintained.

*There would be closer
involvementof trade unions and
particularlyshop stewards in the
decision makingprocessesof the
council.

Suchpoliciesof course require
money. Where does it come
from? Not the rates. The council
has firmly committed itself
against rate rises to pay for its
programme. It is even estim-
ated thata 100% rate rise would
be necessary if the council were
to rely on this as a source of
finance.

So the local authority wants
more money from central
government to deal with the
multiplicity of problems Liver-
poolhas.It is not goingto getit.

The City will go bankrupt
sometime next year unless the
Militant councillors and their
supporters abandon their stand
and start to make cuts in council
services.

It is doubtful that Liverpool
will become another Lothian or
Lambeth.The scenario is closer
to Clay Cross. -

.

Despite their numerous and
grievous faults and shortcom-
ings, the Militant councillors
who provide the leadership of
the Labour Group are much
clearer and solid on their inten-
tions than the amalgam of
disparate leftists who hold sway
in most Left Labourlocal author-
ities.

Nevertheless, there are a
number of shortcomings in the
whole approach of Militant
which are potentially damaging
to the future course of struggle
against theTories.

Major flaws
The Militant comrades, like

mostof thepoliticallycommitted
left, are inexperienced in terms
of wielding governmental
power. This has been compoun-
ded by the employment of their
own organisational norms to
local government.

In essence this means
secrecy, boss politics, worker-
ism and sectarianism. These
four major flaws in the
Militant’s whole modeof opera-
tion are placinga Labour victory
in next May’s elections in
extremejeopardy.

In the field of housing, the
Council’s total commitment to
council housepolicies are alien-
ating Labour voters who are
involved in the Housing Co-op
movement. Purchases of hous-
ing stock from theprivate sector
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a Saturday November19 ff
Assemble 11am Ifa at Shaw St, Liverpool, i

andmarch to Pier Head. floeeaecaeeteeneeeeseeoe

have been done without the
knowledge of Labour. coun-
cillors in the areas concerned
and the housing stock involved
has beensub-standard.

Militant comrades extoll the
virtues of council housing but a
large number of them live in
Wavertree Garden Suburb
and other suburban owner-
occupiedareasof Liverpool.

In the field of local govern-
ment employment, individuals
have beenadvancedfor posts on
the basis of friendship ties with
Militantcouncillors.The Labour
Party has been made to look
ridiculous in the local press
whentheactualqualificationsof
these candidates have been
examined.It is as ifwe now have
left-wing variants of Bob and
Bessie Braddock,theold Labour
bossesin thecity.

When dealing with the trade

unions Militant has a noted
hostility to the white collar
sections, implyingthat they are
‘‘notproper workers’’.

The Militant have also
attempted to transform trade
union bodies such as the joint
shop stewards committee into
adjunctsof the Labour Party by
arguing that only Labour-affili-
ated unions should be represen-
ted.

Independent
Finally, we have seen that

Militanthave beenabusing their
position on the Executive Com-
mittee of the District Labour
Party to reject prospective
candidatesfor council if theyare
left wing but independent of
Militant’s political sphere.
Existing right wingers on the
panel remain untouched!

This commentator, however,

JOHN
HARRIS

   
Liverpool, 1982: Labour marchesagainstunemployment.ThisSaturdayLabour willmarchagainstcuts.

does not wish to be a sideline
scribbler. Whateverthefaultsof
theMilitantcomradesat present
directing the Council, the left
must squarely back them
against King and the Tory’
attack. We must once again

praise the comrades in their
resolve to fight, and put every
effort into their important
mobilisation on November 19.
This city is in the front line
against theTory offensive. |

 

A relentless onward
march of the robots

Martin Thomassummarises
thelatest ‘Labour Research’
whichreports on new tech-
nology
FACTORIES and offices with
nothingbut gleaming machines
and theodd maintenance worker
are stilla long wayin the future.
But selective automation is
growingvery fast indeed.

A word processor can replace
about 12 workers; so the 60,000
word processorsinstalled in the
UKat the end of 1982 replaced
about 90,000 workers.

Each industrial robot is
reckoned to replace about
2% workers: that means the
1,152 robots in the UK in 1982
had captured nearly 3,000 jobs
from humans. World-wide,
some 60% of spot-welding in the
car industry is now done by
robots.

More numerous are small
business computers: there were
240,000 in use by theend of 1982
replacing perhaps 500,000
workers.

“All these new technologies
date from the late 1970s. In
1979 the CIS Report on New
Technology gave a figure of
9,000 word processors in the
UK.Todayit is 60,000.

The largest user of robots in
the UK is Ford. They decided
to introduce them in June 1980.
By December1982 theyhad 220.
Labour Research reckons that
Ford now hasnearly400 robots.

The numberof small business
computers in the UK quad-
rupled between 1980 and 1982.
The numberof electronic type-
writers — a more modest form
of new technology, halfway
between an ordinary electric
typewriter and a word processor
— went up from 18,000 to
120,000.

The engineering industry,
according to a recent Financial
Times report, plans to spend
more on computers for design
and manufacturing in the next
two years thanit has done in the
past 30.

The basis for all this is the
‘microchip’. Complicated cir-
cuits can be constructed on a
tiny piece of silicon. The CIS
Report pointed out: :

 QR

‘‘A ‘microprecessor’ (micro-
computer) costing £20 today,
cah now replacea computerthat
cost £200,000 in 1960. Where it
used to occupy a whole room,
require special climate controls
andstillbe unreliable, it is now
no larger than a thumbnail, is
unaffected by temperature or
vibration, and is many times
more reliable’.

This has made it possible to
put computer ‘brains’ and
‘memories’ inside typewriters,
cash registers, and assembly-
line machines.

Of big UK companies (those
with a turnover of more than £1
million), 86% are now using
electronic typewriters, 79%
word processors, and 78%
microcomputers. These are the
major uses of new technology:
in the office, on

_
typing,

accounts, record-keeping, stock
control, etc.

90% of factories employing
1,000 or more people now use
computers in design or manu-
facturing.

Otherusesinclude:
*Bar-coding systemsin retail.

A scanner linked to the cash
register automaticallydeals with
pricing and stock control. The
number of supermarkets in the
UK with such systems doubled
between December 1982 and
September 1983.

*Automatictills in banks. By ~

December 1983 the number of
these will have increased by
58% since June 1982.

*Newtechnology in print.

Parallel to, and even out-
stripping, the rise in use of new
technology, has been therise of
producersin thisfield.

‘Five years ago’’, the Finan-
cial Times reported recently,
“there were around a dozen
robot manufacturers in the
West. Today there are more
than220...’’

Both the Financial Times
report and a recent article in the
Economist conclude that ‘‘the
robot industry is heading for a
shake-out’’. Big firms, like
GeneralElectric, IBM, Siemens,
Hitachi, but. also General
Motors, Volkswagen, Renault
and Fiat, are moving in and
taking over or pushing out the
smallbusinesses.

The Economist also reports onproblems with the more modest
office new technology. Although
it is less sensitive to heat,humidity and dust than older
computers, it does call for air-
conditioning — and often for
expensive building work to
accommodateall thecables.

But the general trend is cer-tainly upwards. Even after the
tremendous expansion of the
last three or four years, UK
industry is stillwaybehindother
advanced capitalist countries in
new technology.

Sweden
Sweden, for example, has

15.7 robots per 100,000 popula-
tion, and Japan has 11.1. The
UK has only 2.1 (December
1982 figures);

One ‘worrying fact about the
new technology businessis that
manyof the producers are non-
union or anti-union firms.

IBMis well-known as an anti-
union firm: and other majorinformation technology firms in —

the UK which do not recognise
unions include DEC, Hewlett
Packard, Systime, Mitel,Newbury, Sinclair, Acorn,
Dragon, Texas Instruments,
Motorola, General Instrument,
Hughes, NEC, Scicon, Logica,CAPandCMG.

|Union organisation exists in
less than half the firms — and
mostly those which are part, or

offshoots, of older companieswith unionisation in their other
operations.

This industry is also notable
for its effective internationalisa-‘tion of production. Large*chunks
of the assembly operations in
the microelectronics industry
have been sited in the ‘free
enterprise zones’ of Singapore,
Hong Kong, Taiwan,.South
Korea, the Philippines, etc.,
where they profit from starva-
tion wages, absence of labour
protection laws, and __police-
state anti-unionregimes.

The trade union movement
hasso far donelittleto tacklethe
new technology producers.
Many unions have, however,
worked outpolicies in the new
technology userfirms.

Nojob loss, rest time for work
on Visual Display Units, and
other health and safety condi-
tions, have been the main trade
union demands. But Labour
Research finds that ‘‘the hopes
and aspirations of the late ’70s
havenot beenfulfilled’’.

Often new technology is
introduced unilaterally. by
employers, and Labour
Researchcites only one example(NALGO in the gas industry)
where a union has won shorter .

working time as part of a new
technology agreement.

Weak though the fight has
beenso far, it does have radical
implications. Labour Research
points out that ‘‘many clerical
workershave had a majorrole in
determining their working
environmentfor thefirst time’. ~

Some unions have negotiated
trade union control over infor-
mation flows, in the form of

-data protection agreements.
New technology, at present,

is a meansofincreasingprofits,
cutting jobs, speeding up work,
strengthening employers’
control, and _centralising infor-
mation.

But it can be a means of
improving living standards,
reducing work hours, eliminat-
ing routine drudgery, givingworkers more control over their
environment, an

_
distributing

informationmore widely.
It all dependson who controls.



 

“REILLY, Ace of Spies’’ has
introduced this murky, nasty,
interesting villain from history

_to millions of people who had
never heard of him orhis activ-
ities.

These activities, it seems,
included someresponsibilityfor
the notorious forged ‘Zinoviev
letter’. Supposedly from the
President of the Communist
International to  the®,British
Communist Party, it was used

.by theDailyMail and theTories
to bring down the 1924 Labour
government.

Of course ‘Reilly, Ace of
Spies’ is fictionalised and
romanticised in the James Bond
vein. So, it seems,wasReilly.

Captain Sidney Reilly was not
alwayssuch an obscure figure as
he had becomebythetime the
TV series ‘re-launched’ him. In
the 40s and ’50s he was widely
knownto sections of the inter-
nationallabour movement.

Conspiracy
He was a central character in

one of the great political best-
sellers of all time, ‘The Great
Conspiracy against Russia’ by
Sayers and Kahn.

This purportedtobe a history,
but it had a great deal more
fiction in it than the TV ‘Reilly’.
It was an exposition of the Mos-
cow trials, told in popular
thrillerstyle.

With considerable skill, the
fantastic testimony forced from
the chief victims of Stalin’s
show trials of 1936-38 was
woven togetherwithreal historic
events and accounts of real
people in theRussian Revolution
andcivilwar.

In the trials the surviving
Bolshevik leaders of the revolu-
tion and civil war — with the
exception of Trotsky and Stalin
— had confessed that they
themselves, and most of those
who led the revolution, had all
the time been sneakily working
as spies and agents of theimper-
ialist powers whose armies they
drove out of Russia!

:-This tissue of nonsense lent
itself well to Sayers’ and Kahn’s
enterprise of popularising lying
Stalinist ‘history’ by presenting
it in the style of a fantastic
thriller. So did the life and
activities against the Russian
Revolutionof SidneyReilly.

White Guards
British agent and emissary to

the White Guards, paymaster of
the counter-revolutionaries,
associate of Social-Revolution-
ary terrorists, friend of leading
anti-Bolshevik Boris Savinkov
(about whom Winston Churchill
wrote a memoriallament),aspir-
ant Napoleon of the Russian
counter-revolution — Reillywas
a god-send to Sayers and Kahn.

The real history of the coun-
ter-revolution was used as a
source of facts, testimony and
quotations ripped misleadingly

 
 

FrankHiggins reviewsthe
ITVseries, ‘Reilly,Ace of
Spies’

out of context, on which to
weave and try to make plausible
the fantastic fictions of the
Moscowtrials.

Fathands
The style did a great deal of

thework. Bukharin, ideologist of
the Bolshevik ultra-left during
the revolution, and afterwards
Stalin’s ally and leader of the
Right Bolsheviks, was described
as ‘‘a blond Machiavelli in a
leatherjacket’’.

Trotsky was depicted as a
vainglorious failed Hitler,
rehearsing gestures of his ‘fat,
white manicured hands’in front
of a mirror, and surrounded by
smart leather-cladbodyguards.

These were the prototype
stormtroopers of incipient
Russian fascism. Their goal was
to make the arch-traitor and
imperialist saboteur, Bronstein-
Trotsky, personal dictator of
Russia!

For, ‘withthedeathof Sidney
Reillyin 1925‘, wrote Sayers and
Kahn, and the elimination of
Boris Savinkov, ‘only one man
could play Napoleon for the
White Guards, and that man
was Leon Trotsky.

Packaged with a friendly,
anti-Cold War foreword by
‘progressive’ US Senator Claud
E. Pepper(still a Congressman
from Florida todaythough an
octogenarian), the book had an
enormous circulation — until
Stalin’s mountain of lies was
shattered in the 1950s.

Ladicrous

Nowtelevisionhas discovered
Reillyand woven a more benign
type of semi-fiction around him.
This is much less serious anti-
Bolshevik propaganda than that
of Reilly’s poisonous former
‘handlers’,Sayers and Kahn!

Me,I enjoyed much of it and
found someof it gripping. Some
of it, of course, wasludicrous.

Example: It is 1918, and
Russia has had to makeacostly
separate peace with Germany.
Von Mirbach, the German
ambassador, tells an assembly
of Bolsheviks (the Central Com-
mittee? The Council of Com-
missars?): ‘‘We put you in
power,and we can drive you out
again’’!
The problem with ‘Reilly,

Ace of Spies’ is that it takes a
very interesting story andfillets
it into episodes to hang a cluster
of conventional ‘entertainment
values’ on.

By any standardsthestory of

 
eliTrotskyon Stalinism}
I The classic Marxist analysis
y of Stalinism is Leon
g Trotsky’s ‘Revolution
| Betrayed: Whatis the
§ Soviet Union and WhereIs
§ It Going?’ Availablevia
Il Socialist Organiser, 28
Il Middle Lane, London N8:
@ £2.50 plus 50p postage.

 

 
 

Stalin — therealsaboteur ofthe —

revolution
the people heis involved with in
the Russian episodes is high
tragedy — Savinkov, the former
anti-Tsarist revolutionary; the
Left Social-Revolutionaries and
their patriotic revolt in 1918
against theirerstwhileBolshevik
coalition partners; the anti-
‘Bolshevik socialistic and popul-
ist intelligentsia who were to be
mowed downin the Bolsheviks’
defensive ‘Red Terror’ and so
on.

I found it, therefore, inevit-
ably, unsatisfactory and dis-
appointing.

One of the best things about
it was Tom Bell’s convincing
Felix Dzerzhinsky, the semi-
mystical Polish Bolshevik who
founded the Cheka, thepolitical
police of the revolution. He
plays him like a priest.

By chance I came across the
book the TV series is based on,
‘‘Reilly,Ace of Spies’’ by Robin
Bruce Lockhart, son of Reilly’s
British associate in Russia in
1918.

It would be a cert to win the
‘worst book ever written’’

contest. Dzerzhinsky killed his
own mother, his staring fan-
atic’s eyes were never known toblink, and so on.

 
 

I looked up Reilly in a serious
book about spies at the local
library. Reilly disappeared into
Russia in 1925 and was never
seen again. An announcement
thathe was executed in Novem-
ber 1925 is refuted by muchcir-
cumstantial evidence that he
was alive for some time after.
There were reports that he was
stillalive in the 1940s.

There is a serious possibility
that he voluntarilywent back to
collaborate with the Cheka/
GPU. He was something of a
Russian nationalist and politic-
ally he was probably a Social
Revolutionary like Savinkov,
who did voluntarily return to
Russia and to a ten year jail
sentence.

Reilly was brought up as a
normal upper class anti-semite
to whom such toasts as ‘Long
live the Tsar and damn the Jews’
were normal. Then at the age of

|19 he discovered that his
mother’s husband was not his
father and that his father was
a Jewish doctor. He remained
an anti-semite for some years
more at least. He had a serious
identity problem all his life
which might well have led to a
dramatic switch in allegiance
and identity. And in 1925 he
was facingbankruptcy.

But whether he went to the
Russians voluntarily or other-
wise he is reckoned to have
collaborated with them, deliver-
ing up a vast knowledge of the
Western intelligence services.

Russian penetration of the
British and other secret services.
— Burgess, Maclean, Philby,
Blunt and so on — is reckoned to
date from Reilly’s capture or
defection and to be in part a
result of the information he
passed over. I wonder what the
last episode of Reily, Ace of
Spies willmake ofthat? —

_
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i-Bolshevik
 SPOTLIGHT 
Film review

DeathWisl
screwed up

SOME twenty-five years agoHenry Fonda starred in a film
called ‘12 Angry Men’. The
entire film, except maybe for a
minute at the end, was shot in
thejury room.

Thefilm’sthematicfocus was
equally unswerving.In a rivett-
ing, minutely observed, yet
eventiess plot, the film warned
of the threat to human decency
posed by a casual attitude to
evidence and a prejudiced atti-
tude. to race, to class and to
youth.

The law, the film was saying,
needsto be applied scrupulously
if we are to be able to call our-
selvescivilised.

Now comes ‘‘Star Chamber’’
(directedby Peter Hyams,starr-
ing Michael Douglas). A newly
installed judge (Douglas) is
forced to dismiss the cast-iron
case against The Southside
Killer — who has killed five
elderly women for their welfare
cheques — onalegal technic-
ality. Soon after the judge is
forced to rule as inadmissible a
piece of evidence that crucially
links two crooks to theslaughter

-of a young boyafter he had been
tortured and sexually abused as
part of a child pornography
racket.

The messageis clear: the law
has got so concerned with pro-
tecting the rights of the defen-
dant that it can no longer pro-
tect thecommunity.

In despair the judge turns to
his friend and former Law
School tutor whotells him about
the Star Chamber.The Chamber
consists of nine Superior Court
judges who are fed up to the
teethwith the inadequacyof the
law. They hear cases — theones
that got away — pronounce
sentence on the evil-doers and
hire a killerto carry it out.

By this time the movie has
already turned the probability
corner and madetracks for the
Starsky and Hutch film factory
situated at the far end of
FantasyAvenue.

Predicament
If any pertinent social

comment or human predicament
had managed to surface in the
early part of the film, it dis-
appears in a welter of deserted
warehouses, fight scenes,
exploding drug factories, car
chases, cool cops with Kojak
scripts, nick of time rescues,
cross and double-cross.

Afterthe twist in the plot has
been followed by another twist
we are left with a corkscrew
narrative that fails to pull a
singlethematiccork.

The cork that should have
popped concerns the relation-
ship betweenthelaw as a set of
rules operated by a select group
with its own distinct ethos —

the judges — and the commun-
ity that the law is supposed to
serve, a communityincreasingly

 

 

AndrewHornungreviews
thefilm‘Star Chamber’ (on
general release)
fe

disenchanted with what it sees
as ‘‘thelaw’’.

Instead — even if we overlook
the gratuitous thrills-and-spills
aspect of the film — what we
have here is a group of judges
(the community makes_its
appearance only very indirectly)
who are disenchanted and a
judge who becomes disenchan-
ted with their way of dealing
withtheirdisenchantment.

It is interesting to compare
the film with ‘‘Death Wish’’, a
filmwhich someyears ago really
captured thatmood of outrage at
the ineffectiveness of law
enforcement-in the faceof street
crime.

In that film the hero was the
solid citizen. (Charles Bronson)
whose wife and daughter had
been raped. Mr Solid Middle
Class Citizen

— he is an archi-
tect — junkshis habitual liberal-
ism and reasserts the old
Puritan and frontier values thathave ‘“‘made America great’’.
He becomes a lone vigilante
admired by the ordinary decent
folkof thecommunity.

Now ‘‘Death Wish’’ was a
vile, reactionary hate-whipping
movie. But it made sense.
“Star Chamber’’ tries screwing
together the issue behind
‘Death Wish’’ with the cop-
and-court worship of Ironside. .

and consequentlyscrews up.
But if the rationality of the

film is too confused to convince,
the feeling is not. The feeling is
not dissimilarto ‘‘DeathWish”’:
here too the criminals ‘‘are
creatures, they’re not human
beings’’, here too ‘‘manhood’’
is counterposed to reasoned
behaviour, here too the irrevoc-
able bullet is the only agent of
justice andcivicprotection.

New pamphlet, 50p; latest TSC
bulletin, 30p, plus postage.From TSC, BM Box 5965,{LondonWCIN 3xx.
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SocialistORGANISER
Where we stand
*Organise the left to.beat back the Tories’ attacks!
No to attacks on union rights; defend the picket
line; no state interferencein our unions! No to.any
wage curbs. Labour must support all. struggles for
better living standards and conditions.
*Wage rises should at the very least keep up with
price increasés. For a price. index calculated by
working class organisations, as the basis for clauses
in all wage agreements to provide automatic
monthly rises in line with the true cost of living for
the working class., The same. inflation-proofing
should apply to state benefits,grants and pensions.
*Fight for improvements: in the social services, and
against cuts. Protection for those services against
inflation by automatic inflation-proofingof expen-
diture. For occupations and supportingstrike action
to defend jobs and services.
*End unemployment. Cut hours, not jobs. Fight for
a 35 hour week and an end to overtime. Demand
work-sharing without loss of pay. Organise the
unemployed.— campaign for a programmeofuseful
public works to create new jobs for the unem-
ployed.
*Defend all jobs! Open the books of those. firms
that threaten closure or ‘redundancies, along with
those of their suppliers and bankers, to elected trade
union: committees: For occupation and blacking
action to halt the closures. For nationalisation
withoutcompensation under workers’ management.
*Make the bosses pay, not the working class.
Millions for hospitals, not a penny.for ‘defence’!
Nationalise the banks and financial institutions,
without compensation. End the interest burden on
council housing and other public services.
“Freeze rent and rates.
*Scrap all immigration controls. Race\ is not a.

problem: racism is. The labour movement must
mobilise to drive ‘the fascists off the streets. Purge
racists from positions in the labour movement.
Organise full ‘support for black self-defence. Build
workers’ defence. squads.
*The capitalist police are an enemy for the working
class. Support all demands to weaken them as a
bosses’ striking force: dissolution of special squads
(SPG, Special Branch, MI5, etc), public accoun-
tabitity,etc.
*Free abortion on uemand. Women’s equal. right to
work and full equality for women. Defend and
extend free state nursery and childcareprovision.

|

*Against ‘attacks on gays by the state: abolish all
laws which discriminate against lesbians and gay
men;for the right of the gay community to organise
and affirm their stand publicly.
*The trish people — as a whole — should have the
right to determine their own future. Get the British
troops out now! Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism
Act. Political status for Irish Republican prisoners as
a matter of urgency.
*The black working people of South Africa should
get full support fromthe British labour movemenz
for their strikes, struggles and armed combatagainst
the white supremacist regime. South African goods
and setvices should be blacked.
*It is essential to achieve the fullest democracy in
the labour movement. Automatic reselection of MPs
during each Parliament and the election by annual
conference of party leaders. Annualelection ofall
trade union officials, who should be paid the
average for the trade.
*The chaos, waste, human suttering and misery of
capitalism now — in Britain and throughout the
world — show the urgent need to establish rational,
democratic, human control over the economy, to
make the decisive sectors of industry social prop-
erty, under workers’ control. The strength of the
labour movement lies in the rank and file. Our
pérspective must be workingclass action to raze the
capitalist system down to its foundations, and to
put a workingclass socialist alternative in its place —

rather than having our representatives run the
system and waiting for crumbs from the tables of
the bankers and bosses.

x

 
 

Official badge of the
‘Save theMole’ cam-
paign. 25p or £2 for
ten, from N.Barstow
165 Liverpoo! Rd,
London N1.

 

Socialist Action-USA
IN A long-expected move
with potentially far-reach-
ing international implica-
tions, a new public faction
of the American Socialist
Workers’ Party was laun-
ched at a Chicago confer-
ence at theend of October.

The faction — taking the
name ‘Socialist Action’ —

comprises in excess of 100
members, most of them
either suspended members
or recently expelled by the
leadership of the SWP,
headed by Jack Barnes,
which has been conducting
a ruthless purge of its
politicalopponents.

Amongthemore promin-
ent people involved are
suspended National Com-
mittee members Nat Wein-
stein, Lyn Henderson and
Frank Lovell. Socialist
Action intendsto launchits
own newspaper in opposi-
tion to the Militant, the
SWP’s weekly paper since
the 1930s.

Though the US Socialist
Action appears to be polit-
ically divided on many
questions, and has been
launched on only the most
sketchy programmatic

By Terry Smith
basis, the roots ofits differ-
ences with the Barnes
leadership go deep to some
fundamentalpoints.

In particular, membersof
the new faction have
strongly criticised the sec-
tarian, propagandist
method imposed by the
SWP leaders during the
course of the Party’s much-
vaunted ‘‘turn to indus-
try.’’ Far from rooting SWP
militants in the struggles
and organisations of the
American working class,
the ‘‘turn’’ has made them
isolated, abstract propa-
gandists for the virtues of
the Cuban, Nicaraguan and
Grenadian leadership, with
no concrete programme,
guidance or perspective for
the day-to-day struggle in
the unions at shop floor
level.

Theleaders of the Social-
ist Action factionhave also
— to varying degrees —

challengedthe SWPleader-
ship’s craven support for
the politics of the Castro
and Sandinista regimes,

and criticised the SWP’s
abstention from the actual
campaigns in opposition to
the war drive in Central
America, the nuclear
‘freeze’ movement and
struggles for women’s
rights. They have also
opposed the increasingly
tight bureaucratic regime
imposed by the Barnes
leadership — a regime
which reached its peak this
summerwhen,in themidst
of a wave of expulsions of
oppositionists, and with
prominent NC members
suspended, the leadership
called off the Party’s bien-
nial policy-making conven-
tion at which theexpulsions
and suspensionscould have
beenappealed.

It appears that the
leadership of the new
Socialist Action faction
have been assured of sup-
port from international cu
thinkers in the United
Secretariat of the Fourth
International for their pro-
ject of declaring a public
faction. The SWP is
currently, however, recog-
nised as the American
sympathisingsection of the

USFI (barred from affilia-
tion by ‘reactionary US
legislation).

The SWP. — despite its
constitution — is notorious
for its banon factionswith-
in its ranks: In August 1982,
three leading members —

two of them veteran
Teamster militants from
the Minneapolis strikes of
the 1930s — were summar-
ilyexpelled for forming the
‘Cannon-Trotsky Faction’
in opposition to the Barnes
leadership.

Lessons
For the USFI now to

support the formation of a
public faction in the USA
must make a formal polit-
ical split with the SWP a
nearcertainty.

And since the SWP has
cultivated co-thinking fac-
tions within a number of
USFI sections — including
the Socialist League in
Britain — this will hdve a
world-wideeffect.

To give more ofa flavour
of the issues and struggles
current in the SWP, next
week’s Socialist Organiser

 
‘SWPleaderJackBarnes

will reprint extracts from
the documents of the
expelled Cannon-Trotsky
Faction.

 

iwo pamph-
lets summing
up the ideas of
Socialist Or-
ganiser.
‘Where We
Stand’ — 20p
plus 15p post-
age. ‘How to
‘fight the Tor-
ies’ — 10p plus
15p postage.
Or the two
together, 45p
-including
postage. From

Socialist Or-
ganiser, 28,
Middle Lane,
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BonnymPolicies!

Bian
WESTLondon branch, Lan-
our Committee on Ireland:
Ceilidhe at the Venture
Centre, Wornington Road,
Wil, from 8pm on Sunday
N.vember 20. Admission
£1: music, bar, light
refreshments.

‘THE Thorn in the Rose —

the politics of Clause Four,
a revolutionary Marxist crit-
ique’. By Brian McKenna.
Produced by ‘Socialist Stu-
dent’ (Glasgow). 30p per
copy: bypost 50p, or 80p
for 2 copies, £1.25 for 3, £2
for 5, £3.95 for 10. From
‘Socialist Student’ (Glasgow)
c/o 29 BowmontPlace, Half-
way, Cambuslang,Glasgow.

LABOUR Committee on
Ireland London_region:
Irish folk night, Saturday
November 26 from 8pm at
the Hackney Labour and
Trades Hall, 96 Dalston
Lane, E8. Admission £2
(50p unwaged).
LABOUR group for human
rights in Sri Lanke: public
launch meeting coming soon.
Speakers invited: Tony
Benn, Ken Livingstone,
Tariq Ali, Jeremy Corbyn.
Date to be fixed. Contact:

a Sickert Court, London

CLASS FIGHTER confer-
ence, 26 7 November in
South London. Two days of
workshops, videos and dis-

|
Class Fighter. cussion on perspectives for

For details
write to 214 Sickert Court,
London Ni or phone Jane
on 263 9484.
LONDONLabour Campaign
for Gay Rights meets every
four weeks at Marchmont .

Community Centre, March-
mont St, WC1, at 6pm. Next
meeting Sunday December4
- contact Mike 659 2938,
Rob 341 0666.

Gay YS meets at the
sameplace,again every four
weeks. Next meeting Novem-
ber 20. Contact: Martin 263
9484.

Gay NURjust forming.
Launch meeting soon, open
to all lesbian and gay rail-
workers. Contact c/o 119.
Southwyck, Coldharbour
Lane, London SW9.

Lesbians in the Labour
Party: next nationalmeeting
Saturday November26, 2pm
ing County Hall, London
SE1. Creche available.Con-
tact: Sarah Roelofs, c/o
Gays The Word bookshop,

;
MarchmontSt, London WC1
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Wheretofind
—Socialist Organiser

SCOTLAND

Glasgow. Contact: Stan
Crooke, 34 Garturk St, Glas-
gow G42. SO is sold at West
End bookshop, Rutherglen
shopping arcade (Friday
lunchtime),Coatbridge shop-
ping arcade (Saturday lunch-
time), and Maryhill dole
(Tuesday morning).

Edinburgh. Contact Dave,
229 4591. SO is sold at
Muirhouse (Saturday 10.30-
12) and at the First of May
bookshop, Candiemaker
Row,

NORTH-WEST
Manchester. Contact Tony,
273 5691. SO is sold at
Grass Roots, Books, Newton
St, Piccadilly.
Stockport. Meetings every
Sunday, 7.30pm: contact40
Fox St, Edgley, Stockport.
SO is sold at Stockport
market, every Saturday, 11
to 12.30.

Wirral. Contact Lol Duffy, 3
St James Court, Victoria Rd,
New Brighton, Merseyside.

Liverpool. Contact 733
6663. SO is sold at Progress-
ive Books, Berry St, and at
News from Nowhere, White-
chapel.

Stoke. Meets first and third
Tuesdays of every month.
Contact: Paul Barnett,
328198.

Hyndburn. Contact Accring-.
ton 395753.

YORKSHIREAND
NORTH-EAST
Huddersfield. Contact Alan
Brooke, 59 Magdale, Honley,
Huddersfield HD7 2LX.

Harrogate. Meets every other
Sunday evening. Contact
Mark Osborn, 522542. SO is
sold outside the market,
Wednesday, Friday and Sat-
urday lunchtime.

York. Contact 414118 (98
Hull St). SO is sold at Coney
St on Saturday morning, at
the Community Bookshop,
outside the dole office most
mornings, and at the Uni-
versity on Friday mornings.
Sheffield. SO is sold outside
Boots in Fargate (Saturday
12 to 1) and at the Indepen-
dent Bookshop, Glossop Rd.
ContactRob, 589307.

Durham. Weekend school on
the politics of SO, December
3/4. Contact Andy, 64088.
SO is sold at the Community
Co-Op, New Elvet. Sunder-
land: contact c/o Durham.

Halifax. Contact 52156. SO
is sold at Hebden Bridge
Books. a

Leeds. SO is sold at Books
and Corner Books, Wood-
house Lane. Contact Garth,
623322.

Hull. Meets every Wednes-
day, 8pm. Details from SO
sellers. Childcare available.

‘WALES AND WEST

Cardiff. Contact 492988.

Bristol. Contact c/o 28
Middle Lane. :

MIDLANDS

Birmingham. Contact:
Godfrey Webster, 169
Barclay Road, B-arswvod,
Smethwick. SO is sold at
theOtherBookshop.

Leicester. Supporters’ meet-
ings alternate Fridays at the
Socialist Centre. Next meet-
ing November 18. Contact
Phil, 857908. SO is sold at
BlackthorneBooks, High St.

Coventry. Contact Keith,
75623.
Nottingham. Meets 2nd &
4th Wednesdays, 7.30 at
the International Commun-
ity Centre. SO is sold outside
the: Victoria Centre (Satur-
day 11 to 1) and at the
Mushroom Bookshop,
Heathcote St. Contact Pete
Radcliff, 585640,
Northampton. Meets alter-
nate Tuesdays. Next meet-
ing November 29. Contact
Ross, 713606.

‘SOUTH
Oxford. SO is sold at the
Cornmarket (Saturday 11 to
1) and outside Tesco, Cow-
ley Rd, Friday 5 to 7. Also
at EOA Books, Cowley Rd.

LONDON
Hounslow. sunday Novem-
ber 20, 8pm: business meet-
ing. Contact Chris, 898 6961
Otnn London group
contacts: Brent, Mick 624
1931; Camden, Mike 267
4806; Islington, Nik 278
1341; Hackney,Andrew 249
4618; East London, Susan
377 1328; South-East Lon-
don and Orpington, Siu Ming
691.1141; Putney, Tom 789
7587,

Southwark/Lambeth. Next
meeting, Tuesday 22 Novem- -

ber. James Dunkerley .on
‘Central America after
Grenada’. 7.30pm at Lans-
bury House, 41 Camberwell
Grove, London SE5. (The
meeting on union leadership
with Alan Thornett has been
postponed to December).
Socialist Organiser London
educationals.

1, Fridays, 6pm, at the
London School of Econo-
mics, East Building,. first
floor, room E196:

November 18: Cuba and
Central America. To follow:
State and Revolution; The
Russian Revolution; The
USSRandStalinism;Ireland;
Whyis the Left divided?

2. Sundays, 8pm, in
Southwark(phone 609 7459
for details);

November 13: Black nat-
ionalism. To follow: Rise
and fall of the Benn move-
ment; Castroism.

3. Half-day school in.
Hounslow, Sunday Decem-
ber 4, 12noon to 5pm, at
Hanworth Labour Hall.
_

Politics of SO; The ‘pari.
iamentary road’, The Alter
native Economic Strategy;
The working class and revo-
lutionary politics.

Details: 898 6961.
4, Discussion series on”

imperialism, Thursdays 7pm
at 214 Sickert Court, N1

November 24: The NewInternational Division ofLabour. To follow: Lenin onimperialism; The econom-
ics and politicsof 3rd Worlddevelopment; Is the USSR
imperialist? For details of
preparatory reading etc.
contact 609 7459, 278 1341,

-

or 354 1050.

 



 

YOU have done it again! I
was appalled to read in SocialistOrganiser (27 October) of yourlatest contemptible capitula-tion to British imperialism andfawning accommodation to itssocial-democratic henchman,theLabourParty.Kautskyistrenegades thatyou
are, you failed to support the.objectively progressive invasion
of Grenadaby America, who haslaid claim to the island eversince the enunciation of theMonroe Doctrine, early in thelast century.

The re-acquisitionof Grenada
is an integral part of the nationaldemocratic revolution inAmerica, which, as Trotskyexplained to your historical
mentors 70 years ago, mustinevitably flow over, in the
epochofrotting capitalism, intofully-fledged socialist revolu-
tion undertheleadership of the
peasantry andproletariat.

But the fundamentaltenets ofMarxism are eschewed bySocialist Organiserin its grovell-ing subservienceto its capitalist
paymasters.

America’s invasion hasbrought it into an objectivelyprogressive conflictwith Britishimperialism, which seized the
island in 1763 and colonised it
withtheancestorsof the presentpopulation as a strategic outpostfor the domination of the Amer-
ican sub-continent.

The American government
may not be a fully socialist oneby your ultra-sectarian stan-dards. (In fact, being Republic-
an, it is probably too left-wingfor your monarchist tastes). But
an American defeat of British
imperialism will weaken the
world imperialist system in
which American imperialism isdependent and serve as a
Massive encouragement to the

THEarticle by Mick O’Sullivan
in SO 154 completely misunder-
stands Alan Thornett’s back-
ground piece in SO 153 to such
an extent one wonders whether
thecomradehadreadthepaper.At least Mick accepts that
there is now a new post-Vietnam
world-wide imperialist offensive
thus reducing his difference
with Alan Thornett to one of an
assessment of how the ‘Falk-
lands Factor’ affected this
surge.

In this sense he at. least dis-
tances himself from the moralis-
tic approachofthelead article of
SO 152.

Middle-class
This lead article, which does

not mention imperialism,is full
of good English middle class
anger over the ‘criminal’ invas-
ion of a Commonwealth countryby Reagan. ~*

The conclusion of this article
wasto limit the struggle againsttheinvasion to protest inside the 

oppressed millions throughouttheworld.
Instead of pursuing thisconsistently socialist and anti-imperialist line, Socialist Organ-iser, capitulating to the jingois-tic war hysteria, condemns theAmerican national liberationstruggle and seeks to hide itsgrotesque opportunism behind

the spurious notion of ‘‘self-determination for Grenada’’.Comrades, (I use the word
with hesitation), Grenada is nobigger than the Isle of Wight,whichin turn is not much biggerthan a few streets in Islington.WhatwillSO becalling for next?Defence of the GLC against theobjectivelyprogressive attemptsof the Thatcher government to
create a unified nation state,which, as Trotsky explained to
yourhistorical mentors 70 years
ago, must inevitably flow over,in the epoch of rotting capital-ism, into fully-fledged socialistrevolution under the leadershipof thepeasantry andproletariat?British imperialismis opposedto the invasion and occupa-tion. It calls for withdrawal ofliberatingforces. SO is opposedto the invasion and occupation,and also calls for withdrawal ofthe American freedom fighters.Whatis thedifference, save that

you seek to cloak your pro-imperialist sentiments in thelanguage of Marxism?
If SO had members in theGrenadian Parliament, I do nothesitate to say that they would

vote for war credits.
Do not get me wrong. I am

not a hard man. The tools of
British imperialism who inhabitGrenadalive in abominable con-ditions of poverty. But, let usface facts,it is not theircountry.If they want to remain British,
then let them return to Britain,
save that they cannot do so

LabourParty.
Denis Healey could possiblyhave written the whole of thelead article. The writer’s theme

was summed up by ‘‘That
should see off. what’s left of the
Falklands Factor in Britishpolitics.’’

Objectively
Unfortunately the Factor was

not limited by the nationalistboundariesof Britain, and Reag-
an shot to the top of the USpopularitypolls.

The lead article predic-ted the exact opposite, butReagan knew what the outcome
of theinvasionwould be. He had
seen the impact of the Malvinas
war upon the fortunes of
Britain’s most unpopular Prime
Minister.

Helived in the real world of
deeds and not in the demi-
monde of Guardian readers’
dreams.

Thornett explained: ‘After

§To join oraffiliate,write to Chris Richardson, 21
Devonshire Promenade, Lenton, Nottingham NG7
2DS. £5 for individuals, or for affiliated organisa-
tions, per 1,000 members.£2 for low-wagedindivi-

gauals. £1 -for unwaged. Add 50p if you want the
special issue of Gay Socialist.
hoeeeee

 

becauseoftheTories’ immigra-tion laws.
Away with your servileslogansof capitulation to British‘imperialism! Let us inscribe inblood on the glorious bannerofthe international proletariat:Grenada-Yankee-Si! Britain, gohome!Long live the AmericanNationalDemocraticRevolution

,which as Trotsky explained to
yourHistoricalmentors 70 years
ago, must inevitably flow over,

the Nicaraguan revolution,Carter under pressure from
Pentagon generals”stepped upthe US wardrive, and drew theline. The USwasnot prepared to
see El Salvador go next. Carterbeganto escalate military inter-
vention in El Salvador. The
same policy was echoed andamplified by Reagan. It wasagainst this background that
Thatcher’s war in the South
Atlantic had a major interna-
tional significance.’’

In other words, Comrade
O’Sullivan’s catalogue of thesteady build up of American
arms prior to the Malvinasinvasion was known about by
everyone, including Alan Thor-
nett (and Fred Halliday),but not

in the epoch of Rotting Capital-
ism, into fully fledged socialist
revolution under the leadership
of thePeasantry and Proletariat!

Please cancel my subscription
to SO forthwith.I can find better
uses for my moneythan financ-
ing the hand-maidensof British
imperialism.

Yours in solidarity,
Stanley C. Raptis

Glasgow 
by ourleaderwriter.

The imperialist war drive is
not some carefully controlled
operation under the command of
some imperialist in the sky.

Ebbandflow
There is an ebb and flow. And

sometimes an unexpected breakand the whole world haschanged. Of course one can goback andsay thatthere was this
preparation made or this por-tent, but the most importantthingis to grasp thatchange has
taken place.

This lies at the differencebetween how a revolutionarywrestles with reality in order tochange the world and a reform-
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SOCIALIST ORGANISERclaims
to stand for ‘‘equal rights for
women’’. How doesthiscorrel-
ate with your tommentin theEditorial (November 3) that
women were an ‘‘oppressed

| minority’. Oppressed we maybe, but a minority we are not.
Wemake up 52% of thepopula-tion and you would do well to
rememberit.

.It is typical of the male-
dominatedleft to make this sort
of fundamental mistake. You
pay lip service to feminism
‘abortion on demand”’ etc.

. . .but how often is somethingcon-
crete ‘done to bring equalitybetween the sexes, not justpolicy,buta reality.

It is bad enough when thewomen’s movementhasto listen
to the Tories advocating Victor-ian, values, pushing women outof jobs into supporting aninformal welfare state at home

ist describes the world in order
to accept. For a reformist it isalreadywritten.

The USdid not react the same
way in Grenada as they pre-viously reacted towards thestruggles in Afghanistan,Angola, El Salvador, Surinam orJamaica.

Difference
That is the difference thatThornett is focusing on.After Malvinas all haschanged. Nolongeris there oldfashioned destabilisation oraiding a few reactionary guer-rillas. Today the US imperialist

goes in with bombers andnuclear submarines. Real bombs
 The balance of forces
IN SO 152 Alan Thornett arguedthat the outcome of the South
Atlantic war was a decisive shift
in the ‘world balance of forces’
to the advantageof imperialism.
but surely the collapse of the
military regime in Argentinashowsthatthisjudgementis too
simplistic.

To see the world simply in
terms of ‘imperialism’ on one
side and ‘the masses’ on the
other means that we fade out
powerful and important forces °

— like the Argentine bour-
geoisie — which complicate the
picture.

The Argentine ruling class
was weakened bytheoutcome of
the war. Alan Thornett dis-
counts this fact with the com-

: mentthata military comebackis
still a threat:but this is no more
sensible than trying to deny the
boost thatsthe war gave to the
Tories by Saying that a working

- class comebackisstilla threat to
them.

Since the. war, militaryregimes have hit severe crises
not only in Argentina but also
in Brazil, Chile and Uruguay.This weakening of the positionof imperialist interests and the
local ruling classes was notnecessarilycausedby the war —

other chains of cause-and-effect
are in operation, too — but there
is certainly no factual basis for
saying that the powers-that-be
are stronger in South America
as a result of thewar.

*“*But’’ — to quote the Italian
Marxist Antonio Gramsci —

“the most important observa-tion to bemade about every con-
crete analysis of relations of
forces is this: that such analyses
cannot and mustnot be endsin
themselves they onlyacquiresignificanceiftheyserve
to justify practical activity, an

initiativeof will
. . .

“The decisive element in
every situation is the force, per-manently organised and pre-ordered over a long period,which can be advanced when
one judgesthatthe situation isfavourable

. . . therefore the
essential task is that of payingsystematic and patient attention
to forming and developing thisforce...”

Develop
The ‘valance of forces’ in

Argentina depends entirely onthe developmentofthe socialist
working class movement — and
on its abilityto focus ruthlessly
on its own class interests and
programme, rather than subor-dinating thoseto the ‘balance of
‘forces’ between camps in world
powerpolitics.

COLIN FOSTER
Islington

  

 
(looking after the old, sick andyoung).

Socialist Organiser shouldrealise that women are notimpressed by a facade of
concern for women’s issues.Oneof themost important stepsat the moment is Jo Richard-son’s Bill to fill the gaps in theSex Discrimination Act. I hope
you will support this with action
rather than with condescendinginaccuracies of the kind
mentionedabove.

FIONA SOROTOS
LondonEC1*The offending sentence —formulated in haste and unfort-unately not corrected before we

wentto press — called for ‘sup-
port for the fight of oppressedminorities — including women,blacksand gay people”’ as a fun-damental plank for left unity.Weapologise for the slip: future
coverage will look at the Rich-
ardson Bill.The ebb and flow of the wardrive
are dropped and real workerskilled.

Onepercent of the populationof Grenada has been slaughter-ed in the invasion. The build-
up has changedto war.

Nicaragua and Cuba aredirectly threatened by this newdevelopment. In the Middle
East any opposition to the US
policies is now threatened bythemost heavilyarmed war fleet
in the history of the world. We
now knowthe USis not shadow
boxing, theymean business.

Rambling
Comrade O’Sullivan’s articleshowsin his descriptions of thebuild up of US military mighthow much hehas broken from

the long and ramblingdenials of
such changes made by JohnO’Mahony during the Malvinas
war.

He must make that extraeffort to break from a methodwhich denies sharp changes inthe world. The. beginning ofunderstanding for workers is toface this new situation and tomobilise the working class in astruggle for power.
Notto makethisbreak is to be

‘part of the problem of workingclass leadership and not to be
part of the solution in the
struggle to reconstruct a new
socialist vanguard.

.These are world-wide tasks
and must for members of theSocialist Organiser Alliance
involve increased discussion and
cooperationwithsocialistgroupsthroughouttheworld in order to
gatherthe forces which can turn
the imperialists’ offensive into
theirgraveyard.

Wetoo have to makea leapinunderstanding if we are to sur-
vive upontheplanet.

GARTHFRANKLAND,
Leeds.



 

  

 

  
industrial

digest

THE CBI at the end of their
conferencein Glasgowlast week
took a firm stance in opposingtrade union proposals of moving
towards a common working
week of 35 hours. Delegates
said that shorter hours would
put paid to plans for economic
recovery. Plans by unions were
described as an act of the
utmost folly’’; and resistance to
the campaign for introduction
was viewed as ‘‘our respon-sibilityto put a swift stop to a
lemming-like leap in this direc-
tion’’.

SHEE

THENGAis to continue with a
series of national mobilisations,
in defiance of anti-picketing
laws, at the Stockport Messen-
ger group of newspapers. The
dispute at the StockportMessenger,a free weeklypaper,with print works at Bury and
Warrington, is over trade union
rights and recognition, with the
management . atiempting to
set up non-union typesetting
and printingfacilities.

Last Wednesday (November
9], despite three injunctions
under the Employment Act
against the NGAover picketing
and the blackingof work, mass
pickets took placeat Warrington[with over 700 NGA and NUJ
membersand othertrade union-
ists from the North-West and
Yorkshire attending], and at
Stockport.

This Tuesday [November 15]
the union’s London region are
sending a delegation of 100
members to demonstrate their
solidarityon thepicket lines.

_

REE

THE NEW payreview body for
nurses, a crucial factor in allow-
ing the non-union RCN leader-
ship to accept a two-year pay
deal for nurses and so sabotage
last year’s eight-month NHS
dispute, seems unlikely to be
able to make a full report in
timefor the settlementdue next
April. So far only a chairperson
has been appointed

__
a former

chairperson of Shell UK and
former president of the CBI:
Sir John Greenborough. Even
assuming that the complete
body can be established, whatis
the chance of nurses getting a
decent deal with such
“‘impartial’’ arbiters?
  

———~——

by theunionofficials.25p
plus postage from 75
FreemantleRedeetobead 
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 Shell must goall out!
FROM Monday November14 of
this week, Shell tanker drivers
and terminal workers began a
nationalovertime ban and work
to rule in support of their pay
claim.

After mass meetings in the
depots on Friday, 11th,the 1750
workers voted by more than 3-1
to reject management’s slightly
improvedpayoffer of 4.5% and
to beginindustrialaction.

Transport union delegates are
due to meet again in a week’s
time (November 21) to consider
any plansfor further action that
may need to be put to their
members.-

Already all out strikes by
craft and manual workers at
Shell UK’s two biggest -refiner-

ies, Stanlow (Cheshire) andShellhaven (Essex), involvingabout 2,900workers, themselvesinvolved in a fight over manage-ment’s first and ‘‘final’’ payoffer of 4.5%, have caused three
quarters of refinery output
worth £4 milliona daytobelost.

However, union hopes for a
concerted campaign of industrial
actionin all of Shell’s five UK oil
and chemical sites were dealt a
blow when a mass meeting of
about 380 workers (out of the
570 TGWUworkers),on Sunday
November13, at the Carrington
chemical complex site (Man-
chester) voted against strike
action, and to reject union
instructions to close down the
important naphthapipeline link

from Stanlow, operated by six
men,

This development came about
after management had sent
letters to all of its manual
workers sayingthatthefuture of
the site (a plant thathas already
faced one round of redundan-
cies) was in jeopardy.

Despite this threat which
affected the mood of the meet-
ing, the overtime ban and work
t rule is to continue there.

What is needed by all the
Shell manual workers and
drivers is a concerted campaign
that links up both sets of pay
claims:therefinery and chemic-
al plant workers with thatof the
tanker drivers; instead of one
pursued at present by the union

leadership, thatsees the negoti-ations by the two sections of
workers (many in the same
union) as separate.

Negotiations
Suchactionshould also aim to

develop into making the import-
ant links with the other sections
of workers; the tanker drivers
employed by other UK based oil
companies whosepayclaims are
now taking place.

Shell tanker drivers werefirst
in the wage claim, though now
BP and Texaco drivers have
already rejected 4% offers andit
seemslikely a similar responsewill be taken by Esso drivers in
theirpay talks.
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 Strong CPSA vote for
Labour affiliation

By Steve Battlemuchand
Mike Grayson

DESPITEthebest efforts of the
right-wing dominated NEC and
of General Secretary Alistair
Graham,a thirdof the votes cast
in the recent ballot of CPSA
memberson the question of re-
affiliation to the Labour Party
favoured such a courseof action.

The last conference of the
Civiland Public Services Associ-
ation — the largest of the Civil
Service unions — voted in
favour of a campaign to seteap a
political fund andaffiliateto the
Labour Party.

The ‘‘campaign’’ consisted
largely of the distribution of asinglepamphlet with the inspir-
ing title: ‘‘Reaffiliation to the
Labour Party? The choice is
yours.””

Meanwhile the Tory/SDP
faction ‘‘Daylight’’ (supportedby many of the current NEC
members) poured out large
 

numbers of leaflets arguing
against reaffiliation, The chief
argument wasthatthe loveable
old Labour Party was now noth-
ing more than a nest of
(shudder!) ‘‘Trotskyites’’.

Not content with his peerless
display of careerism at TUC
conference, Alistair Graham
used his regular column in the
union journal Red Tape to
further ingratiate himself with
the right wing, saying that
unless theLabourParty gained a
new moderate leadership it
faced* ‘the quick slide to extinc-
tion”’

Insteadof using his column to
argue whole-heartedly for con-
ference policy, he has|preferred
to take pot-shots at the Militant
Tendency (the dominant faction
in CPSA’s Broad Left), and at
the editorial independence of
RedTapeitself.

As for the Broad Left, hamp-ered both by lackof money and
its own internal wranglings,itmanaged only to put out one

issue of Broadside in very inade-
quate numbers, arguing the
case for affiliation. The cam-
paign was, by default, left
mainly in the hands oflocal
activists.

Despite the difficulties and
setbacks almost 31,500 mem-
bers voted in favour of affilia-
tion.

In a union where there has
always been an influential right
wing voice arguing againstbringingpolitics into CPSA,this
result is by no means a major
defeat.

Moreworryingis the fact that
onlyalittle over half the total
union membership returned
their ballot forms at all.
Although it would be foolish to
deny that this implies an alarm-
ing apathyamongsectionsof the
membership,it is also a refuta-
tion of the right wing’s argu-
mentthatpostal ballots (as this
one was) automatically and
dramatically increase member-
ship participation.

Activists must now build on

JOHN
HARRIS

 

Civil servants
walk out

AT 2.00pm on Wednesday
9 Novemberat Nottingham Land7Registry, over 300 civil servants
in both the CPSA and SCPS (a
union for executive grade and
above) walked out to protest
against suspensionnotices given
to 98 of themby senior manage-
ment.

A similar walk-out took place
at 3.00 p.m. on Thursday to
coincide withthe98 beingpulled
out on strike. Other walk-outs
and strikes have occurred
throughout the country: Birken-
head, Durham, Gloucester,
Harrow, Lytham, Plymouth,
Swansea, Tunbridge Wells and
Weymouth.

Out of grade working propos-als by managementhas beenthe
cause of the dispute. As a result
of a whole office inspection by
HQ Staff last May in league with
the Treasury, managementattempted to introduce corner
cutting worksystems involvingdowngrading of jobs. This was
an attempt to cut 200 jobs to
appease Thatcher’s axe-wield-
ing minionsin theCivilService.

Backwater
In what has been,up to now, a

rather quiet backwater of the
Civil Service withonly a handful
of Broad Left activists, rank and
file members were angry
enough to totally reject the

By Chris Watkinson,CPSA
Nottingham Land Registry
Branch Secretary
management schemes at mass
workplace meetings. Their
refusal to comply withthe retro-
grade treasury plans has resul-
ted in the 98 suspension notices-
at Nottingham and_ similar
numbersof suspensionsat other
registries.

In all these places the threat-
ened members of both unions
are now onofficialstrike.

Senior union officials now
have had a clear mandate for
further action from their out-
raged members. The strike
should escalate as manage-ment’s attempt to bring workers
into the key areas denuded by
the strike and members refuse
to moveor handleblackedwork.

Further suspensions are thus
in the pipeline. It remains to be
seen how muchleadership will
come from the ‘Moderate’
NEC of CPSA. Broad Left
workersmust take thelead.

While rank and file stand
unitedin thisfight theremust be
no sell-out at section or national
level; and nolet-up in financial
backing from the National Dis-
putes Committees or donations
from other branches in CPSA or
SCPS. Then we can win.

 
AN occupation started on Sun-
day night, November 13, by
about a dozen members of the
print union SOGAT 82 was
joined by more than a hundred
otherworkers, after scab engin-
eers tried to dismantle two
presses.

This followed an announce-
ment at the weekend of the
immediate closure of Robert
Maxwell’s British Printing and
Communications _Corporationprinting plant at Park Royal,West London. The 400 workers
there are now effectivelysacked.

At the time of writing it
appears that Maxwell jhas sent
in a gang of thugs — ‘‘removal
engineers’’ — with 14 lb
hammers, to smash up the
printingpressesin theplant.

Management
“rationalise’’ production by
shifting work to East Kilbride
and Leeds may well come
unstuck though,ifSOGAT mem-
bers there adhere to SOGAT
instructions and stick to their
previous refusal to print extra
copies of publications arising
from the London shortfall. This
means thatamongst otherpubli-
cations the Christmas edition of
the Radio Times may be missing
thisyear!

 
plans to ;

Againstaffiliation:generalSecretary
Alistair Graham

 
the reserves of strength shown
by the 32% of votes in favour of
affiliation. One method will be
the establishment of Labour
Party workplace branches,
which can also serve the dual
purpose of building links with
activists in other Civil Service
unions — such as CSU, IPCS
and SCPS — who often shareWorkplaces with CPSA mem-

rs.

Prepared
But the Broad Left too mustlearn the lessons of this ballot

result — the heartening aspects
as well as the simple fact of
defeat in votes — and turn out-
wards from its current life ofelectioneering and resolution-
mongering.

Thepossibilitiesof organising
a real rank and file movementhave been demonstrated:
willthe Broad Left be capable of
rising to thechallenge?

Get ANISED!
Become a supporter of the Socialist
Organiser Alliance -- groups are establi-
shed iri most large towns. We ask £1.50 a
month minimum (20p unwaged) contri-
bution from supporters.ASA

NS
OS
A
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Send to Socialist Organiser, 28
Middle Lane, London N8 8PL.
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' BT gets
tough

BRITISH TELECOM manage-
ment in Stoke have withdrawn
their permission to Bill Cawley,Secretary of the POEU Potteries
Branch,for him to conduct unionbusiness in work time. Their
actionfollowed a complaint from
a POEU memberwhom Cawley
had attacked over the phone for
having not paid his levy for the
anti-privatisationbattle.

Management have obviously
used this as an excuse to attack
Cawley and the POEU in the
Potteries to pre-empt industrial
action whichis likely in the near
future. Stoke lies midway
between Manchester and Bir-
mingham. If either or both of
these areas are called out then
management would attempt .tobus in workers from Stoke, thus
bringing POEU membersdirect-
ly into thestruggle.

Rolls
Royce

olid
WORKERShave now been out
for three weeks at Rolls Royce
Motors, Crewe. The strike is
mainly over the derisory 4%
pay offer made by management,
but workers on the picket line
also talked about other com-
plaints like thewide differentials
that exist within the plant, and
the way workers’ ideas are used
by management without properrecognition.

During the last three weeks
the strike has become stronger
‘with more and more sections of
workersvoting to join thestrike.
Now all 2,800 workers at the
plant are out. There have been
mass pickets at the factory
throughout. Whilst only six
pickets have been allowed by
thepoliceto standin front of the
gate several hundred more
stand on the pavementnear the
gates, and on the central reser-
vation of the dual carriageway
that runs past the main
entrance. :

 

Workers at the plant told us’
they were prepared to stay out
as long as necessary to get a
decent increase. Management’s
latest ploy has been to send outletters'ssayinghow damagingthe
strike is to thecompany’s future
(obviously, implying the plant
mayclose or jobs may go), and
to give a revised offer which is
no better than ‘the original.
‘Unions at the plant decided it
was so derisory they have not
botheredto call a mass meeting.
It was simply rejected at a
factory gate meeting, and this
weekend they intend to have a
ceremonial bonfire to burn the
letters.

_ | want to become‘aSocialist Organ-
iser supporter/ | want more.inform-
ation.

Address ......saseeceescssaesseaseceosersevssenaces
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    NUPEofficial —

connives at
victimisation

A local NUPE full-timer has
played a scurrillous role in the
victimisation of a hospital union
militant.

Last Tuesday, 10th, manage-
ment sacked NUPE branch
secretary Martin Barclay from
Cardiff Royal Infirmary. The
reasonfor thesackingwas given
as ‘‘gross misconduct’? — he
was physically assaulted byanother member of staff and
wasforced to defend himself.

In normal circumstances as afirst offence and under this kind
of provocation it would have led
to a final written warning, but
clearly there was a_ politicaldecision to get rid of a leadingmilitant in the NHS in South
Glamorgan.

Local management are
obliged to consult with their
superiors at area level in these
circumstances and it is likely
that the decision was taken at
thetop.
 

With privatisation looming
next year on top of a 3% cut
in NHS spending, manage-
ment obviously grasped the
opportunity withbothhands.

NUPE members reacted by,

walkingoff thejob at 8am Fridaymorning to attend a meeting.There they decided to come out
-on strike on Monday 14 Novem-
ber and demand that Martin
Barclaybereinstated.

But then,withthe connivance
of management, the NUPE areaofficer, Stewart Barber, called afurther meeting on the Fridaycompletely against the rules, —

and, in the absence of the
branch secretary, got the strike
decision overturned.

The case is now due to go to
appeal — which is likely to be
just as fixed as the interview.
But the only serious hope of
restoring Martin  Barclay’sjob is through industrial action
at his placeof work.

Land Rover
-Sackings

BL’s Land Roversubsidiary is to
axe 1,560 jobs and close nineplants over the next two years.The decision was not part of
BL’s 1983 corporate plan and
was first announced to union
representatives at a meeting onSaturday.

Doug Gray of the TGWU
National Committee, who is asteward at Land Rovers,said:“The meeting should have
been dealing with annual payand conditions — but the redun-dancieswere virtually sprung onus.”

The closures would reduce
Land Rovers’ workforce to 9,700
— a 16% cut. Since it wasdeclared a separate business
within BL four years ago,Land Rover’s workforce hasalready been reduced from
14,200 to 9,700 at the sameproduction level. In 1982 alone
productivity rose by 14%!

1,000 of the jobs to go will befrom the hourly paid (manual)workforce, the rest from the
white-collar staff. Land Rover
managing director Tony Gilroy(whose track record includes
cutting the Sherpa workforce in
half at CommonLane)claimsthe
closure will save £14 million a
year in overheads.
 Shipyard se

threat to C
THERE WAS no reason for
workers in the Scott Lithgowshipyards on the Lower Clyde torejoice at the deal on pay and
productivity which union leaders
and the managementof Britishhipbuilders (BS) agreed to on
2 November.

Not only is the deal bad
enoughin itself, since it makes
paymentof a mere £7 per week
increase conditional uponproductivity increases of up to
50%. But for workers at Scott
Lithgow, the deal spells the
green light for even more
attackson jobs and workingcon-
ditionsin theyard.

For three months, ever since
the announcementoflast year’slosses, workers at the yard have
been subject to a tirade of abuse
in the local media and manage-
ment attempts to foist a so-called ‘‘survivalplan’’ on them.

The main features of the planinvolve: increasedjob flexibility,leading to inevitable job losses;
an ongoingprogrammeofvolun-
tary redundancies; and the
introduction of three-shiftwork-ing, meaning effective aboli-
tion of overtime withno payrise
in compensation.

Rundown
In the longer term, manage-ment’s plans seem to be aimed

at a complete rundown of the
yard’s workforce, leaving only a
skeleton core workforce, and
bringing in sub-contract labour
to do thework on eachcontract.
In that way the yard’s profita-bility could be restored and
therefore be ripe for privatis-
ation.

Right now though,thegoal isslashing the workforce andboosting productivity. The
yard’s main customer at the
moment, Britoil, has given
management a helping hand in
trying to pressurise the work-
force into acceptance of the
‘‘survivalplan’’.

Two days before the meetingof 2 Novemberbetween BS and
union leders, Britoil announced
its intention of taking BS to
court for cancellationof the con-
tract for Britoil on which it is
currently working, now some.
two years behind

_
schedule.

Withdrawal of the contract

By STAN +

CROOKE
would mean complete closure of
Scott Lithgow.

The following day, the eve of
' the union-management meet-
ing, Tory ministers GeorgeYounger and Norman Lamont
annountedin the Commonsthat
thecontract might just be saved
— if productivity was increased
and the BS offer on pay and
productivity was accepted bytheunions thefollowingday.

Whether the threat of Britoil
withdrawing the céntract made
union leaders accept the man-
agement offer is questionable.Given their lousy record, theywould have accepted whatever
management had on offer any-
way.

ButBritoil’s threats have had
a very real impact on the situa-
tion at Scott Lithgow itself.
They have provided additional
ammunition for the propaganda
campaign about the ‘‘work-shy’’and ‘‘lazy’’ workforce, and also
another stick with which
management can bludgeon the
Scott Lithgow workers into
acceptanceof the much-vaunted
“‘survivalplan’’.

What makes matters worse is
the lack of any backing for the
workers from their own union
leader andofficials, both nation-
allyand locally.

Jim Murray, chairperson of
the national Shipbuilding Nego-tiating Committee, put up even
less of a fight against job losses
than manyof the businessmen
at last week’s CBI conference.
And within the yarditself, the
shop stewards committee, in
particular convenor Duncan
McNeill, has failed to plan out
a campaign of effective resis-
tance to the ‘‘survivalplan’’.

Tool
Moreover the Boilermakers

Broad Left, whatever its situa-
tion andlevel of activity nation-
ally, is very much a tool of the
Communist Party on Clydeside
and madeuseofonlyat election
times in the union. Campaign-
ing on issues such as job losses

 

—_ l-out
yde
and workingconditions does not
feature amongst its — in any
case — limited range of activ-
ities.

Scott Lithgow workers are
threatened with job losses for
refusal to accept the ‘‘survival
plan’’. But acceptance of the
plan will definitely lead to joblosses, given its contents.
Defenceof jobs at the yard does
not therefore hinge on accep-
tance of theplan, but on mount-
ing a campaigning fight back
within the yard, tied up to
similar resistance throughout
therest of BS.

If the Boilermakers Broad
Left cannot transform itself
into a body capable of defending
jobs at Scott Lithgow and the
rest of BS, then many militants
will be left wondering what is
thepointof it existinganyway.

Secretaries
strike

OVER 200 Sandwell school
secretaries voted by a 2-1 maj-ority to go on all-out strike last
week over a regrading dispute
which has gone onfor over four
years.

Some of the women have to
exist on a take-home pay of
£44 a week, well below the
recommendedminimum wage.

Their action has the full
suppurt of the local NALGO
branch who are supporting the
secretaries by organising public
meetings and arranginga strike
levy.

The Council has, in effect,
locked out the women and they
have been refusing to answer
telephones and handle school
monies. Despite the fact that
Sandwell has a majority Labour
Council, the actions taken
against these workers fits in
withwhat we have seen happen
in theTory-controlledboroughs.

School secretaries do not have
a tradition of militancy and it
shows the desperation to which
they-were driven to take action
on thisquestion.

The secretaries have received
official support from the local
NUT and NASbranches.
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Opposedto defiance:Bryan Stanleyand Len Murray

 
  
    

Socialist Organiser no.155 November17 1983 Page 1:

 
  
 
  
 
  
    

POEU betrayal ~~~
still being implemented by the
POEU.

Having seen the Executive
crack on this first-ever injunc-
tion, management and_their
Tory mentors will be confident
that they will crack every time
thecourts intervene.

Indeed a new, humiliating
blow will be struck in the New
Year,when Mercury press their
demandsfor damages.

It was the POEU Executive
that was decisive. There was
never a chance that the confer-
ence would overturn the EC
recommendationof surrender.

The whole campaign of indus-
trial action against Mercury and
the Privatisation Bill was based
on extremely limited action,
sustained by payingfull averagetake-home pay to the members

That was never a way to build
a fighting, angry mass member-
ship — certainly not angryenough to overturn a retreatingExecutive and defy the courts.At the peak of the action only..
2% of the POEU membership
was actuallytaking action at-any
one time.

The result was predictable
andplain to see: most delegates
to theconferencehad come from
areas where membershave had
little or no involvement in the
action. wos

And they had been told byPOEU Head Office that the
initial High Court ruling in the
union’s favourhad been secured
by the Executive’s earlier
retreat in lifting the ‘‘secon-
dary”’ blacking of Mercury’sfinancialbackers.

Fromthisconfusion theywere
confrontedby themanoeuvresof
the right wing and the inade-
quacy of the Left. An enormous
Broad Left meeting — over 300
strong — showeditself ready to
lobby the crucial NEC meeting,but was derailed into a futile

_

lobby of the right wing ‘‘Main-
stream’’ faction’sopen meetinginstead.

Meanwhile in the Executive
meeting, Bryan Stanley and his
croniesplugged awayrelentless-ly from 8 pm until 1 am before
pushing for a vote, confident at
last that they had won a major-ity.

Stanley had already issued to
conference a letter from Len
Murray endorsing

a
lineofcapit-ulation to the injunction. The

phrasing makes it clear that
Stanley had written to the TUC
seeking precisely such a reply.Murraywrote:

“Congress. has not yetdecided that any union obeying
an injunction would be contra-
vening Congress policy . . . and
that conference had pointed out
on behalfof the General Council
that there was no question of
the TUc setting out to break or
encourage members to break
the law .. . The recent Congress
rejected a motion to show a
policy of non-compliance with
thelegislation.”’

The unmistakeable — and
deliberate — messagefrom this
letter is to call on the POEU to

- capitulate to the injunction. This
was compounded by well-pub-
licised advice from the union’s
legal advisors to ‘‘observe’’ the

THE POEUright wing are not the only section of the union bureau-#cracy retreating from a fight with disastrous consequences. Twoweeks ago we saw a BL-style eleventh-hour sell-out of the paystruggle in the shipbuilding industry as workers stood poised foroccupations and nationalstrike action.
In the NUM,theleadership's retreat from the necessary fight forall-out strike action over the pay review has led to the adoption ofthedivisive policy of an overtime ban, which is how a sitting duck forsabotage by right wing leaders and attack from Ian MacGregor andtheNCB.
In Shell, too, TGWU leaders are stubbornly avoiding all-outconcerted actionto improve on a 4.5% acrosstheboard pay offer.Only in theprint industry, where bothNUJ and NGA have defiedcourt injunctionsagainst ‘‘secondary’’ blackingand mass picketing,is thereofficial-ledresistance to theTory legislation.

court ruling.Stanley added a few touches
of his own, claiming that it wasspecified in the POEU’s rules
that the union’s officers, staff
and members must ‘‘act law-fully’’. Had this been the case
and union militants obeyed anti-
union legislation in the earlyBritish trade unions of the last

scentury there would, of course,
' beno POEU or TUCtoday.Stanley piled on the threats,warningthatthe union would be

‘“‘smashed’’ and bankrupted if
it defied the injunction. A good
response to this had come when
the night before a delegate had
pointed out ‘‘I would ratherbe a
memberof a union bankrupt of
money than one bankrupt of
ideas.”’ -

Despite strong oppositionfrom the floor, the Executive’s
motion of surrender was carriedby a large 94,000-38,000 major-ity.

The following day came the
news of the lock outs and sus-
pensions, a reaffirmation of the
fight against privatisation, and
collecting in donations and a
£500,000 UCW loan towards the
dispute fund. Many delegates
were moved to tears as the con-
ference erupted into ‘‘We-shall
not be moved‘‘. Anyone mighthave thoughtthatthe injunction
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and the Privatisation Bill had
beensmashed.

But it is the union’s campaignthat is in tatters. When asked
how the Executive would now
respond to a further injunction,Stanley’s only reply was ‘‘the
campaign will be flexible, we
willsometimescall themembers
out and other times ask them to
go back.”’

Thefight against privatisation
cannot be won by such Duke of
York tactics. 50 membersof the
union face the immediate threat
of dismissal for refusing to crosspicket lines. In London pickets
report threatsof attack from the
SPG. BT, Mercury and the
Tories are orchestrating their
attacks, as the POEU and TUC
right wing block involvement of
therank andfile.

-The almost euphoric solidarity
ofthelast day of the POEU con-ference must be tumed into
widespfeayindustrialaction.

Unless the left in the leadingbranches (mostly centred in
London) can take a lead and
mobilise their membershipirrespective of the probableinjunctions, the fight could

‘soonrevert to thepatheticletter-
writing and parliamentary
pressure campaign which the
union correctly rejected last
June,
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would bac
invasion’

By Harry Sloan
IN THE bluntest official state-
ment yet of the USA’s belliger-
ent attitude, Reagan’s top
national security advisor Robert
McFarlane has declared a
willingness to support ‘‘any
decision’”’ by reactionary
Central American regimes to
invade Nicaragua.

McFalane was being ques-
tioned following a top level
secret meeting of the formerly
defunct Central American
Defence Council—(Condeca),
which includes El Salvador,
Guatemala, Panama
Honduras.

Condeca was formed by the
USA in 1963 and its reemer-
genceis part of Reagan’s offen-
sive against Nicaragua which
formerly — under Somoza —

waspart of thealliance.
At the meeting it appears that

military commanders discussed
what ‘‘legal’’ pretexts might be
available to them were they to
mount an invasion against
Nicaragua’sSandinista regime.

They concluded by seeking a
guarantee of full scale logis-
tical support from the USA —

backed up by outright military
intervention.

Asked whether the State
Department would support such
an adventure, McFarlane
categoricallyreplied:

‘Yes. We support what it
takes to support the indepen-
dence of Nicaragua's neigh-
bours in the future. To the
extent that Nicaragua exports
revolution and tries to subvert
thisprocess we oppose that.”’

Of course there is not the
slightest evidenceof the Sandin-
ista regime trying to ‘‘export’’
revolution — though revolution-
ary struggles are to a greater or
lesser extent in existence in El
Salvador, inside Guatemala and
in other Central Americanja 
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countries.
ut thereis confirmedevidence

that Honduras — where over
4,000 US troops are currently
staging ‘‘exercises’’ and which
harbours an estimated 6-7,000-
strong ClIA-funded army of
‘‘contra’’ mercenaries — and
Costa Rica — where another
concentration of ClA-run ‘‘con-
tras’’ are based — have been
relentlesslyseeking to ‘‘export’’
counter-revolutionto Nicaragua.

Now, according to Defence
Under Secretary Fred Ikle, the
USAis to send another 1,000
militarypersonnel to Costa Rica
to engage in ‘‘civil action’’,
“such as road buildingTM. At
present around a dozen army
engineers are building barracks
and support facilities for 2,000
contras on the Coast Rican
borderwithNicaragua.

So great has grown the US
involvement in Costa Rica that
the country’s Foreign Minister,
Fernando Volio Jiminez has
resigned, apparently in protest
at the extent of the anti-Sandin-
ista operations from his country.
Costa Rica itself has no army —

but its President has been more
than willing to accommodate
the CIA’s hired gunmen and
facilitatetheir murderous cross-
borderraids.

But despite the deployment in
the region of US military aid,
‘‘advisors’’ and bands. of
mercenaries, the State Depart-
ment has not succeeded even in
taming the left wing guerrilla
struggle in El Salvador, which
has continued to make new
gains against the vicious ruling
junta.

Ikle, fresh back from El
Salvador, was forced to admit
that ‘‘It would be exaggerating
to say things are going badly,
but the momentum has become
sluggish.’’

To put right the problems
faced by the junta’s troops,
however, would cost tens of
millions more in military aid to
El Salvador. Sooner than con-
front a hostile US Congress with
such a proposal, Reagan con-
tinues to mount the offensive
through Honduras and other
pliable military regimes in the
area, focusing on the alleged
“‘threat’’posed by Nicaragua.

The fight to undermine this
imperialist offensive is not by
any meansthesole responsibil-
ity of the Central American
revolutionariesand the Americ-
an workingclass. In Britain, too,
and throughout Europethefight
for labour movement support to
the struggle for the liberationof
Central America from imperial-
ist rule must be urgently
stepped up, before Reagan feels
able — directly or through a
proxy invasion — to threatenthe
overthrow of the Sandinista
regime.
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LAST week’s retreat by the
Executive of the Post Office
Engineering Unionin the face of
Tory anti-union legislation is a
sell-out of the POEU andof the
whole workingclass.

It was a sell-out thathad been
worked for both by the POEU
right wing, headed by Bryan
Stanley and by the TUC bureau-
cracy:but the Broad eft majority
on the NEC split at the most
crucial point of the struggle and
handed the right wing an easy
victory at theconference.

Stanley and his cronies knew
—_ as did Len Murray — that to
maintain theunion’s ‘‘blacking”’
of theprivate Project Mercury in
defiance of the Appeal Court
injunction would have abruptly
switched the fight from its
restricted, selective level to an
all-out battle for the existence of
theunion.

Faced with the prospect of
fines and claims for damages,

A MASSIVEwave of industrial
action from public sector work-
ers has hit Holland.It is in res-
ponse to the coalition govern-
ment’s announcement of its
intention to cut by 3%% the
salaries of state employees and
impose a general reduction of
3% %in social welfare benefits.

The date set for the imple-
mentation of this is January 1,
1984,

So far, rubbish collectors,
mail workers, train, tram and
bus workers, customs officers,
harbour pilots, and the police
have taken action; but only the
rubbish collectors and mail
workers have been out solidly
since the industrial action
began.

Evenso, theactionhas had an
impact: rubbish is piling up on
the streets, people have been
using the trams en masse with-
out paying the fare, and small
businesses have suffered from
the lack of postal communica-
‘tion.

There have been further
threats of action in the north
where the strike movement is
more militant from radio and
television workers, and the
teachers’ union. The action at
themomentis not widespread.

Despite this, though, there is
a gene feeling that if the
governmEntdoes not back down
on its intentions to cut wages
and social welfare benefits then
theywill be faced with a general
strike.

The government has con-

 

By Ricky
Houston

possible seizure of the union’s
assets or even imprisonment of
POEUleaders, an all-out strike
would have been bothnecessary
and achievable: and the whole
labour movement would have
been brought forcibly into a
recognition of what Tebbit’s
Act reallymeans.

It would have been possibleto
fight for solidarity action by
other unions and mount a
challenge to this vicious legis-
lation.

The very idea of such a fight
terrified Stanley, Murray and
the TUC right wing: but they
were helped out of theiranguish

. Socialist

TO TEBBIT
when the Broad Left cracked,
and four executive members
(one a Communist Party mem-
ber)capitulated.

The Executive’s decision to
bowto theinjunction andcall off
the ‘‘blacking’’ effectively
killsoff any serious fight against
the privatisation of British Tele-
com. Tebbit’santi-union Bill
willnow help Tebbit in his new
existence as Minister for Privat-
isation to force through the sale
of thegiant corporation.

The reason is clear: though a
POEU appeal against theinjunc-
tion goes before the House of
Lords in three weeks’ time,
nobody seriously believesit will
beupheld.

This means that BT manage-
ment can choose their time to
seek a furtherinjunction against
the remaining selective action

Continued page 15

  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
         

 
  
 

H STRIKEWAVE
By a correspondent
in Amsterdam

ceded 12% on wages of public
sector workers but has said that
there will be no further con-
cessions.

It is a hardline attitude and
thefeelingby workersis thatthe
government is not doing any-

thing to reduce unemployment(Holland has the highest unem-ployment rate in the Common
Market) and the belief that the
governmentis trying to destroythe welfare state has brought
thesituation to a head.

Talks this week, ordered bythe Dutch courts, between the
government and the main

unions involved in the action
could prove decisive in deter-
mining thefuture of thedispute.

It is quite likelythatthe union
leaders could accept a deal
based on a smallercut in wagesthan the 3% presently offered
and a guarantee of more jobs
and thus derail the strike move-
ment.

Monthly Fund
A QUARTERoftheway throughthefunddrive, but onlyan eighthof
the target raised. So we must indeed double our efforts!

Nottingham has joined the other nine groups in the table this
week,but 27 groups haveyetto start.

Nottingham supporters are planning an Xmas party, and a stall;
and the infamous Islington jumble sale is taking place this week.
Other groups must make plans too; especially those who haven't
started yet.

Meanwhilethefundcolumn has received the followingletter from
Brent supporters:

‘‘We resent the slur on our good namein the labour movement
implied by the epithet ‘animal lovers’ in your column last week. In
fact our efforts are mainly due to the great demand for ‘Shergar
coats’ in Neasden market. We demandthatyou immediately retract
thisdastardly statemeni as we shall undertake proceedings through
the Press Council,theLabour Campaign for Press & Media Freedom
and Colonel Gadaffi [not necessarilyin thatorder] if you do not.

Being at the top of the table (74%, who can
Yours icily,Brent SO

stop them now?7],
success is obviously going to these people’s heads. The most
harmless comments in the fund column are being seized upon and
questioned. We say to Brent supporters: we shall not retract! Whydid you not mention resorting to a labour movement inquiry? And
what about the weekend trips made by one of your numberto the
Essex marshes? These questions must beanswered.

Meanwhile, send donations to: The Treasurer, 214 Sickert Court,Essex Road, London N1 2SY.

GROUP % achieved

Brent T4%
Sheffield 16%
Cardiff 13%
Hull 12%
Leeds 12%
Southwark 9%
SE London 8%
Tower Hamlets 1%
Halifax 6%
Nottingham 5%

Groups yetto score:
Basingstoke, Birmin;
Bristol, Chelmsford, Durham,
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Harro-
gate, Huddersfield, Leicester,
Leigh, Liverpool, Manchester,
Middlesbrough, Northampton,

_Oxford, Rochdale, Stockport,
Stoke, Wallasey,York, Camden,
Hackney, Haringey, Hounslow,
Islington, Putney.
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