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25p- Claimants andstrikers 10p

TROOPS OUT
OF GRENADA!

Some ‘teports talk of “fierce
fighting” between the invaders
and the forces of the 1200-
strong Grenadian army and units
of the popular militia.

But it can only be a matter of
time before the small island,

GRENADA is still fighting
back against the US and
Caribbean invaders as we go

‘ to press on Wednesday, more
than- 24 hours after the
invasion.

ae

‘Get US Troops Out
of Grenada’picket
at US Embassy on

day of invasion

whose entire population is only
110,000, is overrun by the vastly
superior invading force.

Nobody believes\the official
US explanation for the~invasion,
put out by the mad dog inthe

~ White House — thatit was to pro-
tect the lives of US citizens on the
island. The US has been looking
for its chance, probing for an
opening, ever since the left-wing
coup in 1979.

Former Prime Minister
Maurice Bishop had repeatedly
warnedthepeople to be prepared
for an invasion. :

All the US needed was an
opening, and the bloody split in
the New Jewel Movementgave it
to them.

Muchis still unknown about
exactly what happened—in

Grenada in the ten days before
the invasion, but the outline
seems clear enough. Prime
Minister Maurice Bishop and his
close ministerial colleagues were
ousted and locked up bya faction
of the New Jewel Movement, led
by Bernard Coard, backed at the
beginning by the leaders of the

new revolutionary army (though
Coard quickly dropped out of
sight).

A mass demonstration involv-
ing perhaps one out of every 20
Grenadians freed Bishop. The
army opened fire on the crowd
and either then, or in cold blood
afterwards, Bishop and his close
colleagues were slaughtered.

The anti-Bishop coup was
hailed by Moscow, but con-
demned by Fidel Castro.

Frightened right-wing West
Indian governments — Dominica,
which itself was invaded by the
US in 1965, Barbados, Jamaica,
etc — spurred each other and
Reagan on to invasion. After
the mass killing of American
soldiers in Beirut, Reagan badly
needed his own Falklands war,
a chance to be seen throwing
America’s weight about.

Early on Tuesday morning,
25 October, 2,000 US and 300
Caribbean troops launched their
assault on the people of Grenada,
telling them and the world that
they had come to bring back
democracy and law and order.

The stiff resistance shows what: the people of Grenada think
aboutit. -

The danger of—seriously
stepped-up US military pressure
against Nicaragua is now very
great. The US military is already
directly involved on the Hondur-
as-Nicaraguan border. But Nicar-
agua would be harder to take than
Grenada, whose resistance is a
small taste of what they can
expect from the Nicaraguans.

Grenadawill either whet their
appetite and thus put Nicaragua
in immediate danger of massively
stepped-up military action by the
US’s proxies and agents in the
area, and even possibly US inva-
sion. Or the adverse reaction to
the criminal invasion of Grenada
will inhibit further American
action in the area.

It looks as. if a powerful back-
lash against Reagan is already
under way in the USA. And
even Reagan’s_ ‘closest ally’,
Thatcher, advised against invasion
and now stands publicly humili-
ated as US and Commonwealth
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Tebbit’slaw
caught short
“WE have tip-toed through the minefields — so far without treading on
amine. Indeed the only casualties so far have been on the TUCside.”

|In these words, to guffaws. of bourgeois merriment, Norman Tebbit
complacently assured sceptics in the Tory conference that the govern-
meént had successfully neutralised the unions.

.

A week later — with Tebbit having meantime moved on to the
greener pastures of Ceci! Parkinson’s Department of Privatisation and
Speed-up — his boast was made to soundstrangely hollow.

From the bench of the High Court, Mr Justice Mervyn Davies
refused to grant an injunction to Mercury Communications, the private
telecommunigations group, to prevent the Post Office Engineering
Union “blacking” its interconnection with the British Telecom net-
work.

The injunction had been sought under the provisions of Tebbit’s
1982 anti-union legislation, which makes. “secondary” action and
political action by trade unions unlawful, and restricts trade union
immunities from damages to actions “wholly or mainly”related to a
trades dispute with the workers’ own employer.

It appears that BT management’s over-eagerness to adopt a tough
line with POEU militants — and suspend those who “blacked”work on

.Mercury was the decisive factor in swinging the judgement against

THEtwo policemen who fired
five bullets. into film director
Steven Waldorf and then beat
him about thehead walked free
from court last week. astound-
ingly cleared of all charges
arising from the incident last
January.

Their trial had come conven-
iently after the well publicised
trial of David Martin — the
wanted criminal for whom Wal-
dorf was mistaken bythepolice-
men — even thoughMartin’s
eventual arrest (alive) came
some weeks after the Waldorf
shooting. Se

The defence case for the
accused police -officers was
focussed on a novel interpreta-
tion of the ‘‘self defence’’ argu-
ment, If Waldorf had been
Martin, dangerous and armed,
then he might, inside the yellow
mini where he was a passenger,
have beenreachingfor a gun.

- The judge, Mr Justice Croom-
Johnson made much of this
point, insisting to the jury that
prosecution evidence had not
ruled out ‘‘the possibility that
the officer acted in self defence
whenhefired at the Mini... .

andlaterhit him across the head

By Harry
Sloan

eliminates any necessity for
violence or even intended viol-
ence onthepart ofthevictim.

How many people would sit
impassively in their cars if — in
a queue of traffic — they found
themselves suddenly menaced
by armed policemen?. Remem-
ber — the slightest move could
beused as a pretext for you to be
riddled with bullets in ‘‘self
defence’’. :

Evento roll down the window
to find out what was happening
could beyour last move.

Detective Constable Finch
told the court that he shouted
the warning ‘‘armed police’’,
but ‘“‘it did not come out verywell at all’. Then — thinkinghe
saw the ‘‘suspect’’ reach for a
gun — he shot Steven Waldorf:
and his shots were followed upby others from Detective Con-

then,if theywere foolish enough
to twitch, writhe or groan in
theiragony,be beaten about the -

headwithapistolbutt.
The additional stark truth to

emerge is that the case would
most likely neverhave gone to
court is it had. actually been
David Martin in the car —

whether or not he had been
killed.

The court decision effectively
upholds a police policy of ‘‘fire
at will’’so long as thetarget is a
wanted criminal — in effect a
policy of endorsing summary
execution of those suspected of
crime. And in a case’ where
a criminal is wanted for using
violence against thepolice there
is the additional possibility of
an elementof revenge.

Execution
Summary execution of sus-

pects is commonly the case in
countrieswherepoliceforces are
armed; and it has been the case
for many years in the six
counties of Northern Ireland,
where police and army gunmen,
with boots, batons and plastic

Waldorf case brings new
views of “self defence”

occupation.
But to have such behaviour

again endorsedby the courts in
Britain itself came as a shock to
liberalpublic opinion — and has
even proved somewhat of an
embarrassment to the policehierarchy itself, whose guide-
lines on firearms are shown to
be powerlessto influencepolicebehaviour.

This is why, hoping to dis-
suade Steven Waldorf. from
pursuing a civil suit against the
police — who have not so much
as apologisedto him for his fear-
ful injuries and suffering —

Scotland Yard top brass last
week began’ debating the
amountthatshould be offered in
compensation.

Police Federation leaders
however are looking for even
more sweeping discretion in the
use of firearms — backed up by
the implicit threat to refuse to
use guns unless given much
moreofa ‘‘licenseto kill’.

For the labour movement the
lesson must be to step up the
campaign work against the Tory
Police Bill, which aims to offer

.increased powers to the cops in
their harassment of workingMercury and in favour of the POEU. Judge Davies decided that the sus-

: : 9 :
.pensions were evidenceof areal dispute between the POEU and BT. witha pistol.’” stable Jardine. it. clear: bullets exert a reign of terror class people — particularlyThere is no doubtthat the court ruling has been a humiliating set- If the circumstances are story makes it clear: against the Catholic minority youth and blacks — on theback for Mercury, for BT and for the Tory government (which appears

scarcely to have puta footright since its June election victory).
Mercury claims to have lost £1.5 million as a direct result of the

POEUaction, a further £4-5 million in orders and investment and to
face losses of £500,000 per week.

But this was brushed aside by the judge, who ruled that the
“balance of convenience’ favoured the union: if the status quo were
altered by allowing Mercury to-proceed, POEU members might lose
jobs, he declared.

This is not the kind of decisions which hawkish employers like
Mercury, or their political vanguard in the Tory Party were expecting
to hear after the passage of the TebbitAct. :

As the Financial Times legal correspondent pointed out:

justified you can get your blow
in first to prevent attack.’’

tion of ‘‘self-defence’’ is that it
The problem with this defini-

nobody — innocent or ‘‘guilty’’
— subjected to such treatment
would be safe from thedangerof
being shot at close range — and
 Hospital

HOSPITAL workers from Halifax
General Hospital staged a one-
hour token walk-out on Tuesday,

walk-out
meeting, the women staged a
walk-out when Labour councillor
Alice Mahon’s proposals to ‘scrap

irrespective of their age, sex or
- streets.
 Idrish setback.

DESPITE the 2,000-strong‘national demonstration in his
support two weeks ago, theHighCourt last week decided to con-

struggle against deportation has
been officially backed by his
union, NALGO,_as well as other
labour movement and _anti-“There can be little doubt that the Government, in framing the 2th.Thestrikewasin teonion Feataisation jprans Torv firm the-order for the deporta-_racistorganisations.

terms of the Employment Act 1982, expected that any uniomehich itise ‘CalderMaleehSuseé how majority y y tion of Bengali social worker The campaign is asking that3 ordered industrial action over anything other than wages and condi- pital laundry and to hive off The campaign in Halifax MohammadIdrish. members of SCPS, CPSA and
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tions, involving anyone other than the direct employer, would not be
able to claim immunity from legal action. More particularly, it was
hoped that even:the slightest hint of political motive would vitiate the
limited immunity conferred on trade unions.”

Of course the imposition -of such swingeing restrictions on trade
union rights requires more than simply establishing a form of words on
paper. If such legislation is to mean anythingit must be tested, ternper-
‘ed and interpreted in practice.

in essence the Tory drive to disciplirie the trade unions does not
depend exclusively or even primarily upon the law and its enforce-
ment bythecourts. .

:

But the law provides a frameworkof intimidation which enables the
Tories to maximise this pressure upon the trade union bureaucracy —

forcing them into a succession of retreats and betrayals, creating more
favourable conditions to confront and defeat individual struggles.

_

To do this, the legislation needs to: be interpreted in the way the
Tories intended, and needs to be usedinitially with discretion against
selected soft targets in the trade union hierarchy. So far, this has not
occurred with the TebbitAct.

In Stockport, a maverick newspaper boss invoked the 1982 Act
against journalists giving solidarity support to NGA printworkers. But
the right wing dominated NUJ leadership voted.to defy the injunction
and stand firm.

Now the second major trial of the Act — the Mercury case — has
shown that its application depends a great deal on the disposition of
top judges.

Hard-line employers are already demanding that the anti-union laws
and the Telecommunications Bill be tightened up to eliminate this
element of discretion. Others look with rather more confidence to the
hope that Friday‘s ruling will be reversed on appeal, by the House of
Lords, or at the full hearingof the case in the New Year.

None of that will be of any immediate consolation to Mercury,
whose £90 million investment and ambitiousplans to cream off a lucra-
tive slice of BT business now appearin serious jeopardy: other privatis-
ing vulture firms hovering around the nationalised industries will also be
alarmed at the potential dangers.

But before the workers’ movement gets carried away with enthu-
siasm for Judge Davies, two notes of cautionarevital.

Firstly, we must remember that through its periodic displays of
independencethejudiciary in Britain-and other countries builds up its
authorityto impose unpopular and reactionary judgements.

The second warning must be against illusions or déference to the
courts within the labour movement. With a case as complex and
tenuous as this, the ruling could almost as easily have gone the other
way.

 
What would the POEU’s right wing General Secretary Bryan Stanley

and the Broad Left-dominated POEU Executive ~- who called off the
highly effective blacking of Mercury’s financial backers in advance of
the High Court action -- have done if Judge Davies had ruled the other
way? *

Would they have taken the only correct course, and stood firm
against the injunction, building towards all-out strike action by the
«ole membership if the union’s assets were touched by the courts?

 
7S- would they have emerged crestfallen from the courts to wind up

= 2 3cxing’’ action and revert to a posters-and-postcards campaign a?

 

-y and tne Tory governmen

.
— but valuable — respite in which

7 tr ecsuce thet any future injunc-
sation. It

tT owiit be bacx — ioo«-ng tor

catering facilities.
The government has also pro-

posed the closure of five hospital
wards which are mainly for geri-
atric patients.

:

Later in the day a bus-load of
mainly women workers picketed
the monthly meeting of the
District Health Authority,held in
a hospital in a remote part of the
PennineHills.

After being allowed into the

“THE Lewisham and North South-
wark Health Action Campaign
will be lobbying the next meeting
of the District Health Authority
on October31.

The campaign is demanding
that the DHA refuse to imple-
ment the cuts, resist any privat-
isation; and makeall information
freely available to the public.

The campaign has held two
successful public meetings since
being initiated. by an East
Lewisham ward LabourParty and
together with other local cam-
paigns, mobilised over 300 people
to lobby the last meeting of the
DHA.

The localresponse from 
To join oraffiliate,write to Chris Richardson, 21
g Devonshire Promenade, Lenton, NottinghamNG7_
g2DS. £5 for individuals, or for affiliated organisa-
gtions, per 1,000 members.£2 for low-waged indivi-
gduals. £1 for unwaged. Add 50pif you want the

stands ‘a real chance of success,
particularly if it links up with
workers in neighbouring Bradford
who .are already well into an
occupation of the Thornton View
Geriatric Hospital.

If industrial action escalates it
is likely that the West Yorkshire
Area may becomea focus of the
fight to save the national health
service and of confrontation with
the government.
 Anti-cuts lobby

hospital union branches has been
excellent and they are fully
involved in the campaign. The
campaign is at present trying to
enhance moves towardsjoint shop
stewards committees across the
borough and is also involved in
steps to coordinate activity on a
London-widebasis.

The next lobby is at 4pm in
the Florence Shepherd Building,
Guys Hospital, SE1 and will be
followed by a public meeting on
November 2 at 7.30 at Deptford
TownHall.

The campaign can be con-
tacted at 191, HitherGreen Lane,
Lewisham, SE1I3. Tel: 01-852
5088 or 318 1179.

 
 

Idrish came to Britain in
1976 as a student and married.a
British woman. with whom helived for five years. Now the
breakdown of that marriage is
being used as the basis for the
HomeOfficeto seek his deporta-tion. .

He works in West Bromwich
as a social worker, and his

Newissue of Class Fighter now out — 12 pagesfor 15p plus postage from 214 Sickert Court,Essex Road, London N1.2SY.

TGWUin particular send urgentbranch resolutionsto their union
leaderships opposing the depor-
tation and demanding action to
boycott all workaroundit.

Support meetings, letters to
the Home Secretary, MPs and
thepress must also be organised
as soon as possible if the depor-
tationis to behalted.
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AS Saturday’s vast crowds
made their way home from
thebiggestBritish demons-
tration in the post-war
period, the bitter reality is
that the CND leadership
has explicitly rejected any
perspective of taking action
now to halt the deployment
of Cruise.

Their new message seems to
be, ‘wait untilthenext election’.

This was put forward quite
clearly by CND chairperson
Joan Ruddock on Sunday Octo-
ber 22, as she launched a new
‘Send Cruise home’ campaign
for CND.

“‘We shall be taking a long-
term view towards the next gen-
eral election, when voters will
have a choice of one major party-committed to the removal of all
nuclear weapons from this coun- ~

try, and another (SDP/Liberal
Alliance) which has expressed
grave doubts about their
wisdom”’

Wecannot afford to wait until
thenext election.

CND, the Labour Party, and
thetrade unions must go out and
fight for theirexistingpolicies.

But they also need to clear
up the contradictions in_ those
policies. In particular, we must
recognise thatunilateralnuclear
disarmament and membership
of NATO-are not. compatible.
The NATO generals will not be
prepared to see the second big-
gest military power in the capi-
talist world opt out of its nuclear
‘commitments’, and we should
not pretend otherwise.
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By Tom
Rigby

Wewillneed to challenge the
witch-hunting, bureaucratic,
and right-wing leadership of
CND.

That meansrejecting the call
for a bilateralUS-Soviet nuclear
‘freeze’, defending the auto-
nomy of Youth CND and Labour
CND, and building a hard, firm
unilateralistcore within the dis-
armanient movement, drawing
in Constituency LabourParties,
trade unions, active CND
groups, Youth CND, Labour
CND,and the moreradical sec-
tions of the women’s peace
movement.

Link up
Wewill also né€d to link up

the struggle against the missiles
with all the other battles going
on against theTories.

Finally we must recognise
that if — as seems likely — the
Tories are successful and Cruise
missiles are deployed, then
that does not mean the end for
CND.

That may happen, if the CND
leadership get their way; butit
is not inevitable.

The basis for a mass move-
ment against war still exists.
Weshould go out andbuildit.  

PHOTOS:JOHN
HARRIS
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 TUC leaders bow toKing
IN THEtopsy-turvy world
of TUC bureaucrats, the
passing of Norman Tebbit
and thearrival of Tom King
at the laughingly-entitled
‘Department of Employ-
ment’ has provoked alarm
and someregret.

From: the standpoint of top
union leaders, the recent period
— which has seen Tebbit’santi-
union laws enacted, thefirst in-
junctionsissues, and legal wran-
gles proliferate — has been one
of ‘improvement’ in union-Gov-
ernmentrelations.

And as supreme collabora-
tors, capitulators, trimmers,
fixers, and turners with the
wind, the union leaders foundit
hard to conceal their admira-

tion for thebrutal hard line and
uncompromising defence of rul-
ing class interests epitomisediin
Tebbit.

So Bill Keys — the supposed
‘left’ of the TUC’s top-level
team sent to talk with Tebbit —

told the Guardian quite firmly
that:

“In a peculiar way I am sad
to see Mr Tebbitgo. As an abra-
sive man myself, I used to like
meetinghim’’.

Like a maltreated mongrel
grateful to be given even scraps
of food and relieved at not being
kicked, Keys celebrated their
relationship:

‘‘He has been prepared to“listen to us, and we were able
to have long and detailed dis-
cussions withhim’’.

But if Keys was pleased sim-
ply to receive a bone or two,

the CPSA’s right wing leader
Alastair Graham hadlooked for-
ward to getting his own basket
in Tebbit’s living room — byreaching political agreement
withTebbit!

“As this Government finds
itself in increasing economic
difficulties, it will need to get
a wider consensus..

“‘TheTUC atits last Congress
showedthatit is prepared to be
realistic in its demands (!) on
thisgovernment’’.

WhileNUPE andGMBUlead-
ers pointed to King’s interven-
tion to hold down water workers’
pay,. Graham expressed the
hope that King would nottry to
be more ‘macho’thanTebbit.

With this as a warm-up to the
meeting last Wednesday, it is
scarcely surprising. that TUC
leaders came out enthusiastical-

ly talking of King’s ‘willingnes
to listen’ and his eagerness
see the TUC’s own package «
measuresto restrict the preset
operation of union politics
funds.

They have now pledged then
selves to engage in ‘detaile
negotiations’ on the third phas
of Tory anti-unionlegislation.

Chances
And King — like Tebbit be

fore him — knowsthat as lon
as he can tie down theTU
chiefs to piecemeal ‘negotis
tions’ on the political levy, hi
chancesare increased of forcin;
throughtheotheraspects of th
new anti-union laws — th
imposition of ballots befor
strikes and ballots for the elec
tion of union executive com
mittees. 
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Question marksover the Pill

Using women
as guinea pigs

By Les Hearn

FOR the past 30. years women’s
bodies-have been used as labora-
tories in a gigantic drug test.

The contraceptive pill was
tested: first on. Puerto Rican
women. before being prescribed
for Western women, and it was
very successful in reliably preven-ting conception.

The pill works by drasticallyaltering hormonelevels, so fooling
the bodyinto believing it is preg-nant each month — and noone
knows the long-term effects of
this. Now wearé finding out.

Already high oestrogen pills
are being prescribed much less
often, because of the danger of
blood clots and damage to the
blood system. Now, twoarticles
in last week’s Lancet suggest
cancerrisks from thepill.

High level
The first one concerns’ onlythose pills with a high proges-

togen level. Women under 25 who
take this type of pill for several
years run an increased risk of
breast cancer later on. Some 2.6
million women are taking suchpills, though many will be over

Ss. :

The second study concernsall
- pill-users and states that they run

a 35% greater risk of cervical
cancer. Women using the pill for
more than eight years run double
 

the normal risk ofcervical eancer.
On a positive note, all women

diagnosed to have cervical cancer
in the study séemed to be cured
by their treatment. Therefore the
authors of the study recommend
routine smear testing of all long-
term pill users.

Incidentally, official advice to
use up your prescription before
seeing your doctor has been
criticised because many women
get a year’s supply at once.

These studies have beencriti-

cised and in fact conflictwith the
results of previous studies. Other
research seems to show that the
pill reduces the risk of cancers of
the ovary and the womb.

But one. thing is sure, the
chemical approach jis severelylimited and physical approaches’ —

(setting up a physical barrier
between the sperm and the egg)

.

are likely to become more.popular in future. These include
the cervical cap, the sheath, and
vasectomy.
 

- 

 
 

 of the  Only now theytell us!
Cervical and breast cancers
killmore than 16,000 wom-
en every yearin Britain.

This is not a new pheno-
menon. It’s been going.on for
more than20 years.

The Pill has been used by
hundreds of thousands of wom-
en... for more than 20 years.

Now (nearly 1984) we find out
that there is a high risk of con-
tractingthese cancersifyou use
a high-dosagepillfor more than
four years. Since low-dosagepills have only been prescribedrelatively recently, that means
that most womenusingthePill
are at risk of contractingcancer.

There have beencancer‘scar-
es’ before, yet major investiga-
tions have not been carried out.
Eventhelatest studies, done by

By Jo Thwaites
Vessey and Pike, still aren’t
conclusive, and allow doctors to
say: ‘Well, thisneeds to be con-
firmedbyotherinvestigators’.

It is scandalous that a drug
can be prescribed for over 20
years to so many womenwithout
proper conclusive tests having
beencarried out asto its safety.

But is it surprising? How
many millions have been made
by the drug companies? How
much more simple and _profit-
able to carry on with the Wond-
erpill, which sets so many wom-
en’s fears of pregnancy to one

side. Never mind the risk of
women’s deathsin theprocess. -

Cervical cancer. need not. be
a killer. There is a laser treat-
ment for it which is effective if
the cancer is diagnosed earlyenough. That is why regular
cervical smearsare important.

Yet smear tests on the NHS
only became available in 1971,
and still aren’t nearly well
enoughused by women.

Now there is talk of cuttingbackon these tests — tests that
are vital if women are to survive
20 years of abuseat the handsof
doctors and drug companies.

It seemslikelythatthe Pill is
not the only cause of cervical
cancer. The truth is that the
medicalprofession doesn’t know
whatcausesit. What is known is
thatnuns don’t getit.

 .
a

 
 Protes(ors from the Oxfordshire Campaign against NHS cuts moved in to occupy a meetingDistrict Health AuthorityonTuesday.

Factors the
report did
not look.at

IT IS fairly obvious to anyone
who has followed ‘the recentcorrespondence in the Guardian,
that the fact that the Pill mayinduce various forms of cancer
has been knownfor a long time.

Just becausehard evidence has
taken longer to appear is no
excuse for not warning people (or
more to the point warningwomen).

The Housing Benefit rip-off
HOUSING. Benefit was

_

introduced in April 1983 to
combine local
rent/rate rebate schemes

and the supplementary
' benefit rent addition, so
that all ‘housing costs’,

where appropriate, would
be paid by the©local

_ authority.
| The scheme, though
' introduced as a simplifica-
'tiuon, has been horren-
| dously complex. It is too
: early to discuss the longer-‘term implications of it;
however, even now there
,are important points to
raise
SupplementaryBenefit
chemmants

 

1. Claimants must now deal
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BARBARA BROOKS,anExecutive member of
the civil service union
SCPS, writes here in her
personal capacity on the
implications of the newTory Scheme.
 

with both DHSS and thelocal
authority. Unemployed claim-
ants must also deal with theDepartment of Employment.

There is evidence that manydo not understandthatthe local’
authority now pays their rent
andit is to that authority thatrelevant changes should be
notified. Many that do under-
stand believe that all depart-
ments automatically pass oninformation — this is not the
case.

Consequently, although it isimpossible to quantify the mag-nitude of the: problem, manyclaimants are receiving incor-
rect amountsofhousing benefit.

2. Even if the information isfully recorded, there is’ anec-dotal evidence-thatlocal author-
ities are not fully equippped to
deal withit.

In one case a summons was
issued for non-paymentof rates
and only days before the court
case it was discovered that pay-
ment of rates was the full re-
sponsibility of the local auth-
ority. They had been unable to
amend their action on receiptof further information once the
schemehad beeninitiated.Obviously,for a system where
constant reappraisal is neces-
sary, this is unacceptable.

3. Many claimants retain re-sponsibility for some part of
their rent or rates (e.g. because
a charge for heating is inclusive
ir the rent, but is not coveredby the scheme, or whether an-other adult living in the house-

hold is expected to make a
contribution,etc.)

It is apparent that there is
great confusion ovér this, and
that many are incurring debts
simply because they are un-
aware of the charges which re-
main their responsibility. This
can result in prosecution and
eviction.

.4. Little or no explanation of
the individual entitlement to
Housing Benefit is provided to
theclaimant.

5. Claimants in various local
authoritiesin Oxfordshire used
to receive ‘free rent weeks’ —

often. at Christmas. Althoughsupplementary benefit was
averaged over the full year,
most people paid a few extra
pence each week andtherefore
had the full benefit of their
rent allowance as_ spending
moneyduringthefree weeks.

We do not know how manydepended on this as additional
‘savings’ and will now face
hardship over the Christmas
period.

6. There is no evidence as
to whether housing benefit
supplement is being paid to
those entitled, or not paid. Staff
shortages in DHSS and general
pressure of work makeit likely
thatthelatter is thecase.

Rentandrates rebates or
allowance

Thereis little evidence of the
. impact of the schemeon people

previously receiving rent or
rates rebates. However, the
application form is consider-
ably more complex and

_
this

mustcauseproblems.
One local authority issued

payment by crossed cheques,
and claimants without bank
accounts were unable to cash
them.

The schemegenerally
/

1. Introduction was delayed
duetoindustrialaction at DHSS,
but even when this ceased the
local authorities had problems
with the numbers of people
involved.

2. Some councils provide a
good information service (as in
Oxford). Others do not. One
denied that there was such a
system. .

-3. There are problems with
obtaining quick payments of
benefitto secure housing.
Otherpoints:

1. Supplementary benefit
.claimants and local authority

tenants are now unable to go
on rent strike. This freedom was
withdrawnby direct payment.

2. Manypeople are aware that
their neighbours now know that
they are’ receiving housingbenefit, as they no longer ‘pay
rent’. This particularly upsets
pensioners.

3. The system was introduced
at a ‘no cost’ basis — i.e., some
winners, some

_
losers. At

poverty level we can afford no
losers.

4. Civil servants are covered -

by the Official Secrets Act and
the Disclosure of Information
code. This means, in effect, that
they may not discuss cases
unless as part of an investiga- ~~

tion of a serious crime.
' As far as 1am aware, no such

tules cover local. authority staff
despite their acquisition under
the scheme of large amounts of
personal information on those
claiming. .

Otherpoints
There are manyotherpoints,

but I thinkit must be concluded
that the introduction of housingbenefit was not a welcome
simplification of the benefit

system.
It has been complicated, dis-

organised and haphazard. The
purpose of the scheme can onlybe seen as a jobs-cutting exer-
cise. 2000civilservice jobs have
been cut, despite the additional
workthatit engenders.

Finally, and perhaps most
cynically, despite the pledge to

_reimburse local authorities for
both the actual and the admini-
strative costs of the scheme,
manybelievethatafter the joint
auditwhich will soon take place,
the administrative costs at least
will be returned to the local
authority.

If this occurs we will once
again endurea system of ‘parish
relief’, and thefear must remain
that central government con-
trol of the welfare state will
diminish and wewilltruly return
to thedaysof thepoorlaw.
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By SueLister
There are a lot of flippant

comments. from the medical pro-fession on how women would
rather take the risks of the Pill
than risk pregnancy.Firstly, taking the Pill is notthe only way of avoiding preg-
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nancy. Other forms of contra-
.ception can be very effective.

Secondly, the last so-called
“Pill scare” had the medical pro-fession making the same remarksin relation to the report onthrombosisrisks.

Yet every woman known tohave read the report gave up thePill!
It is interesting to note that

very few of the workers in FamilyPlanning Clinics use the Pill astheir form of contraception.Which only goes to show thatif women actually know whattisks they are taking, the vast ~

majority decided not to continuetaking those risks.
It is also true that the research

did not go into other factors
possibly linked to the incidence
of cervical cancer — such as the
number of sexual partners andfrequency of sex at an “early”
age.

Hygiene
Nor. did it’ go into the

personal hygiene or circumcision
of those partners.

This seems to be a factor,because the incidence of cervical
cancer in orthodox jewesses is
very low

... if there was a reverseof incidence of cancer female
circumcision would be compul-sory!
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Residential
workers

Bury
By. Sue Arnall

50 RESIDENTIAL social
workers are now out on
strike in Bury, Lancashire,
as a result of the senior
management’s escalation
of the national NALGO
dispute for a 35 hour week
and paid overtime.

Monday October 17 was a
national day of action, and staff

.

from residential homes through-
out the country were on 24 hour
strike. Everywhere but in Bury,
it was expected that senior staff
would. keep the homes ticking
over.

In Bury, confrontation was
forced by senior management
going into three children’s
homes on Monday morning,
cooking breakfast, sending the
children to school, and then,
while they were away, packing
clothes into dustbin bags ready
to movethechildrenout without
prior warning on their return
from school.

Social workers weren’t told,
parents weren’t informed of
their removal, and 27 children
were shunted -round the north
west, some as far away as
Wales, Southport and Liverpool.

The striking residential work-
ers got back to work on Tues-
day morning to find themselves
locked out.

These 25 have now been join-
ed on strike by a further 25
NALGO members in solidarity
againstthisvictimisation.

These workers simply took
part in a one-day strike, and
have now found themselves

‘prevented from working: or
drawing their pay. Tory council-
lors, are saying that the three
homeswillstay closed until the
workers give an undertaking not
to continue with the industrial
action.

Somearetalking of privatis-
ing the care of children and the
elderly, and closing the homes
altogether.

Distressed .children have run
away from their new ‘homes’;
some have been phoning their
social workers and the NALGO
office all week asking to be
brought backto Bury.

Parents have been demanding

SQea]8, 
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stiffen the
fight

to know thewhereaboutsof their
children, and senior staff seem
not to know in some cases.
Children have: been moved to
as many as three successive
places with no proper records
beingkept.

Somechildrenwere sent back
to their parents without any
clear assurance that they were
welcome. The wholethingis un-
believableunless you know Bury
council’s record on_social
services.

In 1976-7 the Tories tried to
close seven establishments to
make cuts, but were stopped by
the united action of the unions
and. community groups in the
Bury Action Group. The council-
lors seem to have no concern for
the welfare of their dependent
clients.

In this present dispute some
children have been taken to
homes under false pretences,
and most have been wrongly
placed. For example, one child
in care because of parent’s
illness has been placed in a
school for maladjustedchildren,
and anotherhas beeffplacedin a
locked-roomwitha child accused
of murder!

All thechildrenhave had their
schooling disrupted, and for
somein their fifthyear this will
have a lasting effect. None has
been moved because it was
thought to be in their long-
term interest. There have been
no long-terms plans, no case-
conferences. They have been
moved as pawns in the manage-
ment’s attempt to force the
workersto capitulate.

NALGOin Bury hascalled a
dayof strike action in thesocial
services department for Wed-
nesday October 26, and the dis-
pute is sure to escalate if the
council refuses to reinstate the
locked-out workers and return
thechildrenhome.

Bury North constituency Lab-
our Party has passed a motion of
support for the workers. This
support now needs to be trans-
formed into active solidarity on
thepicket-linesand lobbies.

Notts
IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE six
establishmentswere onstrike.

The strike was extended to
cover another four establish-
ments following management’s
scabbingover theweekend.

A further children’s home
struck from Thursday when it
becameclear thatmanagement
would -not provide experienced
cover to care for problem child-
ren.It is likelythat the first ten
establishments will prolong
their strike in support until ade-
quate coveris provided.

On Mondaythe strikers met
withan excellent response when
they visited other homesacross
thecounty lobbying for support.

Senior shop steward Ann
Crowder said that by the week-
end up to 20 establishments
could be closed.

The local council in Notting-
ham has declared open warfare
on the social workers, saying
that they would take any meas-
ures necessary to undermine
the action.

 

e

Social workersprotest in Bury

Solidarityin Southwark}
AN all-out strike by NALGO
members of Labour-run South-
wark Council in South London,
has prevented victimisation of
residential social workers taking
action in thecurrent dispute.

On Monday morning, 24
October, 32 residential social
workers were sent home from
work and, in the Council’s words
“taken off the payroll” — in
effect, suspended. The 32 had,
following national NALGO
guidelines, refused Council
attempts to redeploy them.

Following these suspensions,
there was a complete walkout —

first by the social services section
and then by the whole of the
Council’sNALGO workforce.

The same evening, a Labour
Group meeting — lobbied by
over 200 NALGO members —

voted to back down and rein- °

state the 32.
After the group meeting,

Southwark NALGO members
described the day’s events to
Socialist Organiser.

“The 32 who were suspen-
ded all had letters delivered over
the weekend instructing them to
arrive at Social Services head
office at 9.00 this morning. They
were seen by ‘senior management
and asked whether they’d abide
by management instructions and
agree to be redeployed — against
union instructions. When they
refused, they were immediately
‘taken off the payroll’. The
managementeven had someonein
the meeting noting down the
exact time at which each one was
suspended.

“Each mémber involved went
in with a section or branch
officer. As soon as 12 had been
‘taken off the payroll’ NALGO
members in all the residential
homes,all the Social Service field-
work offices, and the administra-
tive sections were told to walk
out. It has been section policy
that this would happen if there
were any suspensions.

“Immediately all other
sections of the Branch — borough
engineers, development,’ housing,
planning, town clerks and so on
— began to walk out, again in
accordance with a branch deci-
sion. By lunchtime the whole
council had cometo

a
standstill.

“The next thing that happen-
ed was that there was a section
meeting, which agreed to come
out on indefinite strike until the
32 were reinstated. We all stayed
out on strike for the rest of the
day.”

The terrific response by the
NALGObranch andthe lobby of
the group meeting shocked the
Labour Group into ordering the
reinstatement of the 32. The
Council is still, however, using
scabs‘and ‘volunteers’ to do the
work of residential staff taking

‘industrial action.
Some Labour councillors are

threatening to ‘smash NALGO’
in order to be able to make cuts
and redundancies when the Torics
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By Jeff Slee and
Steve Macarthur

-

‘;ate-capping’ comesinto effect.
A NALGO membersaid about

the strike: “This leaves NALGO
in a stronger position in order to
secure a better settlement for the
residential workers, and in a

stronger position to fight any
action that may be coming in
the future.”
* As we go to press, it appears
that local-level talks aimed at a
settlement are making progress

between the Labour council and
NALGO representatives.
AN ORGANISATION.ofchildren
campaigning for improvements in
Southwark residential care has
come out strongly in support of
the struggle. A delegation was
sent to lobby social services chief
John Briggs — who attempted to
placate the leaders by taking them
to a local MacDonalds at cost of
some £37. The. youth were not so
easilydissuaded. :

NALGO militants are now
sporting badges proclaiming

_“Mine’s a Big Mac, John!”

Me ©
RE Sion7%

SOCIAL
WoRKE 
Lothian

IN LOTHIANregion, 169 resi-
dential social workers from
children’s and old people’s
homes have been on all-out
strike for two weeks.

Their move to escalate the
dispute came earlier than other
parts of the country because of

' theirban on overtime which was
met by the use of ‘‘temporary
workers’’ over weekends: — and
the social workers refused to
workwiththesestrikebreakers.

An additional demand in
Lothian is that nine workers on
temporary contracts be offered
permanent status: management
withdrew an offer of permanent
contractsas thedispute began.
 Lambethcouncil opts
to fight worke

By Les Hearn

LOCAL authority’_residential
workers havefinally been goaded
into fighting for payments which
every other. worker in the land
would expect as of right and have
been met with -a_ haif-hearted
rejection.

Socialists might expect left-
wing Labour councils to give a
lead in such a situation — and
indeed they have. They are show-
ing Tory councils how to fight
workers with scab labour (Strath-
clyde and Southwark) and with‘
spurious offers of negotiations,
coupled with-a crackdown on
NAGLO shop floor activities
and a tactic of divide and rule
(Lambeth).

In Lambeth, NALGO has
attempted to get local negotia-
tions, but the council has instead
offered negotiations witn the
Association of London Author-
ities, on an offer which theywill
not reveal.

Understandably NALGO has
turned this down, since the ALA

-| is not a recognised negotiating
body and has no role in the
National Joint Council structure.

Pressure to open local negoti-
ations has included closing un-
staffed children’s homes, dis-
rupting council committee meet-
ings (with a sometimes violent
response), as well as a onc-day
strike with a magnificent contin-
gent of 400 for a lobby of the
national negotiations on October
17.

NALGO. is now

_
balloting

members) on non-cooperation
with councillors. In response the
council has imposed a_ literal
translation of the trade union
facilitics agreement, so all union
meetings in worktime must have
prior agreement — and no agree-
ment is forthcoming for meetings

discussing the dispute.
This is contrary to established

custom and practice over several
years. The council even tried to
discipline a leading NALGO con-

venor, who insisted on defending
his members’ interests over an
“unauthorised”shop meeting.

The reason for this behaviour
has come out in two ways —

firstly in a letter to NALGO
members urging them not to
boycott councillors, the council
refers to the great cost of the

Ys.
residential workers’ claims.

Secondly, in a crude attempt
to divide manuat from white
collar workers, the council has
told manual unions. that granting
the claim would mean manual
redundancies.

In other words, given the
choice of fighting the Tories or
the’ residential workers a leading
left wing Labour council chooses
to fight one of the most exploited
groups of workers.
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mlnternationalnewsThe rise and
fall of the

Lebanese
National
Movement
HOW did the. Movement
develop and what were the
conditionsof its collapse?
Thereis a long history of allian-
ces in post-war Lebanese poli-
tics. This history of the alliances
of the left readsratherlike a pol-
itical history of Kemal Jumblatt,
‘father of the present leader of
the Progressive Socialist Party.

When Jumblatt started his
political activity in 1943, he was
not on theleft but in the centre.
Nor was he then a pan-Arabist.
Hebecamein time a goodfriend
of Nasser’s and his main _politi-
cal ally in Lebanon.

In themiddlesixties therewas
an alliance between the Social-
ists, the Communist Party, the
Ba’athistsand theArab National
Movement. The leaders of this
last group were George Hab-
bash and Mohsin Ibrahim.

Habbash went on to form the
PopularFront for the Liberationof Palestine. Ibrahim, after the
split with Habbash in 1968, con-
tinued as leader of the ANM,but later the group fused with
the Lebanese Socialists, a groupled by Fawaz Trabulsi, to form
the Organisation of Lebanese
Socialists, which after two years, changed its name to Organisa-tionof CommunistAction.

This alliance lasted two or
three years — until the late
’60s. Then Jumblatt broke the
alliance because of Mohsin
Ibrahim’s dispute with Nasser.
For twoor three years there was
no alliance in any formal sense.

If there was an alliance of
' sorts, its members were simply' those who met in Kemal Jumb-
- latt’s home. In the early ’70s
_ therewere reallytwoalliancesin

one: on one side you had Jumb-
latt, the Communist Party, the
pro-Syrian Ba’athists and the
Nasserites; on the other side
there were the PLO, the OCA,theIraqi Ba’athistsand the Leb-
anese linkedwiththe PLO.

In 1974 things: re-shaped.Kemal Jumblatt was once again
_theundisputedleaderoftheleft,

. but therewas no organised body
until the beginning of the civil

+ war, which I would date as thebus incidentof 13 April1975.

LABOUR MOVEMENTCAMPAIGNCSIPALESTINENEWSLETTER
aNewissue now out!

Heffer and Kinnock on
theMiddle East.
The fight in Fatah.
10p plus postage from
LMCPP,28 Carlton
Mansions, HolmleighRd.,London N16,

 

 
Conclusion of an inter-
view with Mohammed
Kabbani, a left wingLebanese Muslim _poli-
tician.

In 1976 the Lebanese National
Movement was formalised, and
a Central Political Council, its
Executive, set up. This was
composed of 13 parties and
seven independent_politicalpersonalities.
Whatweretheparties?

There was the Progressive
Socialist Party, which I have
describedbefore.

There was the Lebanese
Communist Party led by George
Hawi. This is in general g,pro-MoscowCP buthas consistentlyhad better positions than the
CP USSR in relation to the
Palestinianquestion.

The Organisation of Commun-
ist Action, which generally
standsto theleft of the CP.

Then there are the Ba’athists:‘at the beginning there was only
one group, but in 1981 the
Movement also included the
pro-Syrian Ba’athists as yet an-
othergrouping.

.

The Syrian Nationalist Social-
ist Party (PPS, after its French
name, Parti Populaire Syrien)
was a member,too, although in
1958 it had been with Chamoun
against the left. Ideologically it
had been a party of the right,but after the arrest and impris-
onmentof its leaders following
an attempted coup d’etat in 1961
the party turned sétnewhat to
theleft in practice.

There were several Nasserite
groups: Morabitoun, who areclose to Fatah, theArab Socialist
Union, who are closer to Libya,and the Arab Battalions, which
are alsoclose to Fatah.

In addition there was the
Lebanese Movement in supportof Fatah, the Organisation of
Leftist Kurds, which was allied
to the CP, theArab Social Action
Party which is the Lebanese
counterpart of the PFLP, the
leftist Lebanese Democrats who
are not really a party at all, and
the Makhassad Alumni Organis-
ation. This was the graduate
association of a network of
Sunnite schools, which today is
controlled by Sa’eb Salam, but
wasthenfurtherto the left.

Howdid the executive function?
Was it democratic?
In theory it was. In practice the
Lebanese National Movement
followed Kemal Jumblatt’s
ideas.

This was not a matter of force
— everything was properly dis-
cussed and debated — but, you
see, Jumblatt had the majority
of the Druze behind him and
consequently was a decisive
force.

 
Walid Jumblatt

In practice there seems to have
been a united front with the Pal-
estinians, despite official PLO
statements that they would not
involve themselves on domestic
affairs. Did PLO representativesParticipate in thesediscussions?
From time to time there weremeetings with Palestinians pre-sent. From the list of parties
you will see that in any case a
number of members of the
Movement had close relations
with the PLO orits constituent
organisations, aboveall Fatah.

Asto the declarations of non-
involvement, these might have
been meant seriously and had
some consequencesin Jordan in
1970, but there can be no doubt
they were just polite formulae
as far as Lebanon was con-
cerned.

The Palestinians played a
particularly important role on
the military level because the
militiasof the right were gener-ally better trained than those on
the left, many of whom were
quite inexperienced.

You see, the Christians had
already started their militias in-
the late ’60s — the Phalangistshad a long militaristic tradition
— and they intensified this
build-up after 1973 when the
Lebanese armyfailed to occupythe Palestinian camps. There
had beenleftistmilitias in 1958,but these had quickly dis-
appeared. :

What was the programme of
the Lebanese National Move-
ment?

Of course, the individual groupsmaking up the LNM each had
their own programmes, but the
common programmeof the LNM
can be summarised underthree
headings: unityof Lebanon,its
Arab identity, and its democra-
tic progress.

Wewanted an end to confes-
sionalism and a move towards
secularism. We changed the
wayweposedthislast question

- after the entry of the Arab
Deterrent Forces.

Then we called for a ‘non-
sectarian political system’, aslogan which,it was felt, would
be acceptable to right-wingMuslims whorejected or were
confused by the slogan of
‘secularism’or‘laicism’.

 

THE Tel-Aviv stock ex-
change didn’t close for so
much as a day when the
Israeli tanks and bombers
stormed into Lebanon a
year and a half ago.

Manysoldiers in themiddle ofthe battle were calling their
banksandnottheirfamilies.

Begin foundit so exhilaratingthathe celebratedhis 69th birth- -day, in the middle of-the siege ©

. of Beirut, with a tank-shaped
| cake, and even the news of 19dead Israeli soldiers the sameday cast no shadows on thecheerful toast.

Now Begin has resigned his
post, withthe only admitted and
apparent reason being gloom
so deep thathe didn’t even careto make the five minutes’ journ-
ey from his house to visit thepresident, but instead sent aletter. - -

But the event that shockedthe ‘nation’ much more was theclosure of thestock exchange for
over a week,

It was the end of 2% years of
the so-called ‘correct economy’.-During this period, the policy
of pouring out American dollars
and printing Israeli shekels to
provide rapid increases in the
standardofliving hadlifted the
popularity of Begin’s Likud
party from a low of less than
10% to almost 56%, to win it a
second term in government and
ensure popular support for the
government at the time of the

~- War.
The Israeli banks had their

part in what was nicknamed the
economic ‘celebration’. They
own a bigger part of the eco-
nomy than the banks in anyother capitalist country, includ-
ing thatcountry of banks, Switz-
erland.

Two.of them, including the
Bank-Hapoalim of the Hista-
drut ‘trade union’, rank in the
world’s 100 biggest. In the stock
exchange they are the sole
agents through which ordinarycitizenscan-conduct business.

For years the banks saw to
-it that their own shares could
only go up,giving a heft percen-tage profit eachyear,andselling$6 billion of non-voting shares
to the public’ as against the
owners’$2 billicn.

Some stockbrokers had beendoing the same withother share
prices, to entice workers to puttheir money in. But in Januarythey took their money out, and
let all thesharesgointo freefall.

The public was selling even
bank shares to buy dollars. The
banks said they would not buy
any more, and closed the stock
exchangebeforeit crashed.

 
Israelisoldiers in Beirut —-invasion did not Stop the banks

Bankscollapseas
Shamir takesover
 
On the spot report from
our correspondent in
Haifa.
  

Shamir
:The governmentsteppedin to

get the banksoff the hook, and
promised to give everybodytheirmoneywithinfive years.Many workers will lose much
of theirsavings. ’

The day after the bank shares
crashed, all basic food prices
were raised by 50%.

The Histadrut, claiming that
“‘going onto the streets is un-democratic’, declared a two-
hour general strike for SundayOctober 16.

The workers’ committees of
Ashdol declared it a whole daystrike.

Inflationis now way above its -

‘controlled’ 130% level, andheading for 200%.
==
a

- or apologise.

Confidence in the shekel and
thebanksis lower thanever. Yet
there is almost no unemploy-
ment, and standards of living
are higherthana few years ago.Now that the economic fraud,

has been exposed, it is up to
Israel’s foreign paymasters to
continue to keep it afloat or to
force the Zionist bourgeoisie to
confront theworkers.

Meanwhile the new Shamir
government has scraped into
office.

This should be seen as Zion-
ism puttingthetin lid on its ownmythology.At the time that the
Nazis were slaughtering Eur-
ope’s. Jews, the new Israeli
prime minister was busy trying
to get cooperation with the sameGerman Nazis to promoteIsraeli
colonialismin Palestine.

His links with the Nazis aredocumented, and he didn’t even
care to denounce the charges

In the debate in the Knesset
(parliament), the fact that a
Nazi-collaborator is to become
Israel’s new premier did not
even raise“an eyebrow, though
it featured in many pressreports.

‘At the time-of his under-
ground activity, Shamir is said

' to have shot theman-whoescap-ed with him from a British con-
centration camp, in a disputeabout themovement’s methods.

Together with the ‘Labour’
Israeli president Herzog, he
grew to nationalresponsibilityinIsrael’s ‘Mossad’ — the arm of
the secret service for actions
abroad.

   1S Rae
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Bushhastens to A body blow to
bolster US tr
300 US marines have been rushed
to the Lebanon to replace those
slaughtered last Sunday- (23rd)
when two massive mobile truck
bombs were hurled by suicide
drivers against buildings occupied
by US and French troops of the
so-called peace-keeping force.

The USdeath toll now stands
at 214: the French at 62, with
nearly as many.morestill listed as
‘missing’, but probably dead.

Who was responsible for the
bombing is not known. The Pales-
tine Liberation Organisation
denies responsibility. A spokes-
person said: “The PLO has
nothing to do with the explo-
sions. But what has happened is
not a surprise because he who
comes into a bear’s den must
expect to get bitten.”

The visit to Beirut of French
President Mitterrand and of US
Vice-president Bush immediately
after. the bombings showed. the
determination of both govern-
ments to hang on in the Lebanon.
They are staying there to stabil-
ise the Maronite -cammunalist
government. of Amin Gemayel
which is opposed by the Muslim
majority of the people of Leban-
on. :

’ But the slaughter will inevit-
ably stir into renewed life oppos-
ition in America to US involve-
ment. The last major target in B

Schultz visited the wreckage
 eirut was the US Embassy:Secretary of State

 
Brazil Congress votes
‘no’ on Wage cuts

THE VOTElastweek by Brazil’s
Congress to reject heavy cuts in
wages demanded by the IMF
has disrupted the ~ bankers’
timetable to bail out the debt-
ridden Brazilianeconomy.

The wage-cutting issue is
crucial not only for the internal
politics of Brazil — which owes a
staggering $95 billion to the
bankers — but also for Brazil’s
relations with the International
Monetary Fund and thusfor the
whole world financialsystem.

It has becomea keytest of the
IMF’s ability to enforce its
demands — and thus those of
the Western bankers — on Third
World and debtor countries.

Since it was introduced to
head off a mass strike movement
in 1979, Brazilhas had a system
of wage indexation whereby
pay increases are granted every
six months in line with .the
official inflationfigures.

The system has loopholes,
because the official

-
inflation

figures do not reflect the real
rise in the cost of living as a
workingclassprice index would.
It has also been accompaniedby
rigid controls over union action
to win any pay rise above the
cost ofliving increases.

Nevertheless, it is too much
for the IMF. In line with IMF
demands, the governmentintro-
duced a decree to cut the cost-
of-living pay rises to 80% of the
inflationfigure. At a time when
inflation is something over
250%a year, thismeans serious
cuts in workers’ living
standards.

Rebounded
The military-dominated

government’s tentative moves
towards political __liberalis-
ation have rebounded onit. The
highly-manipulated Congress
has proved to be not manipul-
ated enough, and produced a
majority against thedecree.

The rejection of the wage-

cutting law was followed by the
immediate decree of a revised
measure which leaves alone the
poverty-line wages of two thirds
of the working population, but
imposescuts of between 5% and
70% in the indexation of wages
and salaries which are more
than five times the minimum
wage of £23 a month.

Substitute
The IMF has yet to state

whether or not this proposal is
_regarded as an_acceptable

substitute for an  across-the-
board cut in wages.

But last week’s resistance by
Congress to the initial package
— like the contortions of the
Argentine ruling class as they
grapple with the country’s vast
debts — reflects a strong pop-
ular resistance to the imposition
of brutal cuts in Latin American
living standardsat the behest of
bankers in London, Paris and
NewYork.

 

BRITISH RULE in Northern Ireland has tendedmore and more to be-
come lawless rule. The British Parliament can be relied upon —

under Tories and Labour alike — to rubber-stamp what the British
Armyin NorthernIreland does.

It even retrospectively legalised the shooting down of 13 civilians
in Derry on January 30 1972.

First there was internment without chargeor trial, in 1971. Then
there was the introduction of no-jury Diplock courts by the Labour
governmentin themid-’70s. In the last two years there has develop-
ed a system ofconvictingpeople in these no-jury courts on the word
of informers who often have a massive gain to make from their
testimony.

Mostreceive either immunity or massively reduced sentences on
theirown charges. All the information made availableby informers
who later changed their minds, and by people who refused to be-
comeinformers, shows thatvast sums of moneyare also on offer.

Robert Lean was touted as theultimate in ‘supergrasses’, alleged-
ly deputy head of theBelfast IRA.

His spectacular turn-around and retraction of his testimony has
dealt a serious blow to theinformersystem — thoughhe may have to
paydearlyfor it. Otherswillprobablyfollowhisexample andretract.

We print here An Phoblacht’s account (written by Maeve Arm-
strong) of the dramatic Belfast press conference at which Lean
retracted. Thearticlehas beenshortened. .

Paddy Dollard
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Double standards
THE Annual Report for 1982 of
the international human rights
organisation Amnesty Inter-
nationalattacksgovernmentsfor
hypocrisy and double standards
on human rights. Many govern-
ments manipulate public opinion
by covering up torture and
killings while themselves
making political propaganda
about such abuseselsewhere.

Governments had used
‘deception, distortion and disin-
formatin on human rights ques-
tions’’, Amnesty’ International
said. They had jailed human
rights activists, stifled informa-

.tion and used different stand-
ards in reacting to violations in
different countries, the human
rights movementsaid.

The 351-page report describes
the movement’s efforts to stop
theimprisonment of people for
their ideas qr origins and its

By Frank Higgins
campaigns against torture and
the deathpenalty.

In a preface which under-
lines obstacles to protecting
human rights, the report deals
with the reactions of govern-
mentsofall types to the politic-
‘ally explosive aspects of human
rights. :

‘Statements -about human
rights have been misused to
make political propaganda,”’ it
says. Among examples, the
report cites: reporting by Soviet
news media on Poland; state-
ments by USofficials on Central
America; and the sudden atten-
tion given in Britain during its
conflict with Argentina to
torture and ‘‘disappearances’’
in thatcountry.

“The concealment offacts,

on rights
the dissemination of
truths or lies and other forms of
manipulation of public. opinion
by governments must be
challenged,’’.thereport says.

It stresses the need for accur-
ate, unbiased information and
‘*a single, universal standard for
the protection of rights every-
where, regardless of politics or

nationality.”’
The report makes no com-

parisons or rankings of coun-
tries’ human rights records. It
explains that this is partly
because of the difficulty of
obtaining complete information,
as well as the impossibility of
comparingtypesof repression or

suffering. ‘Any comparisons
would be open to political
misuse, it says, and could
obscure the principle that -viol-
ations of human rights must be
confrontedwherevertheyoccur.

half- *

BALLYMURPHY man Robert
Lean, the man whom the RUC
boasted six weeks ago would.
devastatethe IRA and Sinn Fein
in Belfast, made a dramatic
appearance at a press conferen-
ce on Wednesday afternoon at
the Felons’ Club in West
Belfast.

And he told the assembled
journalists that, having lulled
his RUC ‘minders’ into a false
senseof security, he had escap-
ed from Palace Barracks at
Hollywood: the previous night,
taken an RUC caranddriven to
Belfast where he rejoined his
wife andfive children.

Fifteen minutes before the
press conference Lean had
sworn an affidavit retractinghis
evidence and previously signed
statements against 28 people
including well-known Belfast
republican Ivor Bell.

"Lean outlined events from the
time of his arrest at the end of
August on the word of [inform-
er] WilliamSkelly, how the RUC
used Skelly’s statement — im-
plicating him in a rocket attack
and kidnapping charge — to in-
timidate him, and how they had
concentrated on his fears that
his familywould be split up if he
did not cooperate. :

‘IT was in a bad way becauseI
knew he had also mentioned the
wife. The RUC told me he -had
and they were going to arrest
and charge her.

We havefive children and I
felt intimidated. They offered
that if I turned informer they
would supply me with the rele-
vant information, the people
theywanted to put away, andall
I would have to do would be
agreeto it.

I was supplied with photo-
graphs of people whom they
wanted named, statements of
what they termed ‘terrorist
acts’. I was given the whole run-
down onit, the whole issue of
what -way I should putit across.
In fact, theRUC did all the writ-
ing. They read it over to me,
thenI signed it’’.

Concocted
In reply to a question asking

if they had specified particular
people whom they wishedto re-
move, Lean said thatthey ‘want-
ed Gerry Adamsbadly’. He said
‘theyconcocted a statementof an
alleged meeting he had attended
with Adams and a number of
other men, which discussed the
end of IRA punishment shoot-
ings [kneecappingetc.].

However, Lean said he would
not have confronted Gerry
Adamsin Castlereagh because
‘‘T have a lot of respect for Gerry
Adamsandalso I didn’t want to
put unnecessary pressure on my
family; he’s a very popular
person in West Belfast’.

Asked how he now felt about

 
      

Robert Lean at the press confer-
ence
having had to confront people in
Castlereagh, implicating them
on a range of serious charges,
Lean said:

“I felt sick after seeing those
people. I didn’t thinkvery much
of myself, but I had to doit.
They said if I didn’t confront
these people I would goto jail,
so obviously I took what I
thoughtwas theeasy way out’’.

“I am not, and never was, a
memberof the IRA. I’ma mem-
ber of Sinn Fein, I was a mem-
berof Sinn Fein’’.

“My intentions were always
to withdraw. I knew from the
start I would always retract and
I knew that when the opportun-
ity arose I would take that
opportunity and that the people
in therewould be released’’.

Influence
An essential ingredient.which

largely contributed to Lean’s re-
tractionwasthepositive influen-
ce of his wife Geraldine who had
been in custody withhim since
September 6 and who returned
home with her children just
three weeks ago. Lean said that
he knew she was safe, as he re-
ceived all the newspapers, but
that he was already certain that
no harm would come to him or
his wife from the Republican
Movementifhe retracted.

“I knew the policy of Sinn
Fein and the Republican Move-
ment. They understand that
people can be intimidated and
threatened, and they’ve been
trying to prove it these past lot
of months. It was stated many
times in AP/RN of the IRA’s
stand on ‘supergrasses’, that
nobody hasanyfear if they re-
tract their evidence. I believe
thatthisis thecase’’.

In describing how he was
treated in RUC custody and the
events leading to his escape,
Lean said that-theRUC told him
— without mentioning specific
sums of money — thathe would
be ‘‘resettled in a country of
my own choosing and get ‘pen-
sioned-off’. There would not be
any large amounis though’’.
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oops ‘supergrass’tactic

He was guarded by arme
RUC ‘minders’ and was move
about from one army baseto a1
other, but never left the si
counties and réfusedto leave c
one occasion: He:said he wes
fairly comfortable and whe
they moved him to Palace Ba
racks, ‘“‘the security sort :

relaxed. There were only tv
‘minders’ withme and,asIsa:
I bided mytime until the oppo
tunity arose’’. .

Lean said that he had bee
planning an escape for a fe

and at around 12.
on Wednesday October 19 |
took his chance: :

‘‘One of the ‘minders’ left h
car-keys on the mantelpiece ar
wentup to bed. I had a grow
so I shaved the growth ar
moustacheoff. I climbedouttl
window, took the policeman
car, drove by the main entranc
where I was waved on,and lan
ed withmy familyin Belfast’’.

Followingtheend of the pre
conference, Lean remained f
10 to 15 minutes awaiting bh
legal counsel, but as they :
tempted to drive away to me
his family,a large force of Bri
RUCpersonnel, led by a hig
ranking plainclothes Spec:
Branch man, stopped the cé
openedthedoors, and told hi
he was being arrested und
Section 12.

He was then physically 1
moved from the car. Amid
general furore, the senior Rl
man washeard to say in an i
timidatingandsinister fashion

“Come on, Robert, for yo
family’ssake’’.

Lean was then bundled ir
the back of an RUC landrov
and was driven off to Cast
reagh.

New pamphlet, 50p; latest '

bulletin, 30p, plus post:
From TSC, BM Box 5!
London WCIN 3XX.

 



   WE HAVEbecomeaccus-
tomed since 1979 to the
Thatcher government’s
relentless offensive on shop
floor trade union rights and

_

workingconditions.
But in few if any plants in

Britain have employersfelt con-
‘fident enough to press for the
outright cuts in wages and est-
ablished working conditions
which have been sought — and
in many cases obtained — by
many big American corpora-
tions.

+ With unionisation below 20%
and a union leadership commit-
ted to a policy of class collabora-
tion, US bosses have pushed
through packages of ‘conces-
.sions’ in a wide range of indus-
tries — the best-known here
beingthoseon USairlinesand in

- themotorindustry.
In fact, since 1979, wholesale

‘givebacks’have been agreed by
union leaders in the aluminium,
construction, glass, grocery,
meat-packing, mining, news-
papers, oil, railways, rubber,
steel and trucking industries.

But as Americanworkers have
seen wage concessions fail to
stop wholesale plant closures
and lay-offs, and have become
aware that the motor corpora-
tions — Ford, GM and Chrysler
— have sprung back into mas-
sive profitabilitywhile keeping
wages at the new, depressed
levels, the resistance to further
concessions has grown. 

Seessoa
ee

Workers’ Review is published
by the ProletarianTasks Tend-
ency, PO Box 40458, San a
Francisco, CA.94140. Copies iavailable, 70p plus postage,
from Socialist Organiser.

MostBritish readers will be
well aware of Ronald
Reagan’s foreign policy: but
the extent of the US Bosses’
offensive against the working
class is less well documented.
Andthescale of the workers’
fight back barely reaches the
capitalist press in Britain or
the USA. HARRY SLOAN
pieced together this picture
of events during a recent US
tour.

Just recently, Chrysler work-
ers forced their leaders in the
United Auto Workers’ union to
reopen their contract negotia-
tions and press — with some
success — for a major step back
towards parity with Ford
workers.

Telephone workers employ-
ed by the giant and enormously
profitable American Telephone
and Telegraph walked out on
strike for 19 days against a draft
contractwhich would have taken
“‘literally billions of dollars out
of our members’ pockets’’, ac-
cording to Glenn Watts of the
CommunicationWorkers of Am-
erica — and succeeded in
defeating the worst of the
company demands.

Lorry drivers covered by the
Teamsters (transport) union’s
National Master Freight Agree-
mentdelivered anothercrushing
blow against concessions.

88'% of the 107,000 participa-
ting in a postal ballot voted to
throw out a ‘relief rider’ which
would have created a new, redu-
ced wage level for new drivers
and for laid-off workers re-
hired by the employers, and
scrappedtheircost-of-livingpro-
tection and sicknessbenefits.

This:new ‘proposed agree-
ment had been ‘negotiated’ by
the Teamsters’ new General
President, millionaire Jackie
Presser, whose union salary is
currently $565,000 (£382,000) a

—

year. The successful rank and
filecampaign for rejection of the
deal conducted by the ‘Team-
sters for a Democratic Union’
organisation also brought num-
erous demands for Presser’s
resignation.
 

 

UAW strikersat loggerheads with US cops: anti-union lawsrestrict lawfulpicketingUS bosses
At General Motors’ Packard

Electric plant in Warren, Ohio,
workers voted two-to-one to
throw out a union recommenda-
tion that they accept a cut in
pay and benefits from $19 an
hour (£12.80) to $6 (£4) for new
entrants. GM argued (and the
International Union of Electrical
Workers, IUE, agreed) that this
draconiancut was neededto en-
able the plant to compete with
low-wageplants in Mexico, and
to fulfil the ‘social responsibil-
ity’ to create new jobs in the
area. The US magazine ‘Indus-
try Week’ lamented:

“the resounding defeat in
Warren makesit clear that the
rank andfileremains wedded to
the uniform wage-rate concept
even when union leadership
counsels compromise’’.

Further south, too, compa’ ”
demands for concessions’ .e
spurring bitter struggles. ari-
zona copper miners — members
of 13 unions — have been on
strike since July | in the fight to
defend the automatic cost of
living increases which for years
have been a component oftheir
three-year pay contracts. Man-
agement of the Phelps Dodge
Corporation have been able to
maintain at least partial produc-
tion using scab labour brought
through pickets with the aid of
the National Guard.

But the determination of the
strikers was underlined during
the recent flood disaster in the
area: undeterred, strikers turn-
ed out to harass Phelps Dodge
scabs driving company lorries
and earthmoving equipment in
theclean-up operation.

4Poland
Local - steelworkers’ leader

Cass Alvin regards the struggle
as a trial of strength of national
significance. Management, he
hassaid,

/“are playing it right to the
hilt, because somewhere on a
street in the city of New York
with a church on one end and a
bank at the other end, someone
decided we’re going to spendall
themoneyit takes to break these
unions.

Lookingat the National Guard_intervention, he asked,
“Is this any different than the

way the Polish government
operates?”’

Thefactthatmostof thistype

 

of resistance to company ultima-
tums comesfrom the local rank
and file rather than union

©leaderships, however,bringsitsproblems and weaknesses.
At Ford’s River Rouge com-

plex near Detroit, for example, a
ballot of 13,000 workers in UAW
Local 600 was held to decide —

whether a section of only 3,500
workers in the steel mill should
take a pay cut of $4.13 an hour.

It is a safe bet thatmost of the
3,033 votes against came from
the minority employed in the
steel mill itself, while the base
of the 5,788 votes for acceptan-
ce came from workers not faced
withany sacrificethemselves.

UAWlocal President Rinaldi,
having arranged this gerry-
‘mandered vote, hailed the
result, but admitted thatit was,

‘not a complete victory (!) —

it's very saddening, because of
theconcessions’’.

Another setback brought ab-
out by top-level betrayal was in
the hotel unions of San Fran-
cisco. The initial contract pro-posals from the Hotel Employ-
ers’ Association contained con-
cessions including a four-year
pay freeze, an end to seniority
rights and a managementwith-
drawal from medical and dental
provision. It was rejected in a
ballot which gave 94% support
to strike action.

Over 25 million
American workers
have lost their
health insurance
‘through unemp-
loyment. How bad
is it? A jobless man
recently used
stolen insurance
Papers to get an
operation on his

|bleeding ulcers. He
was caught, and
sentenced to five
yearsin jail.

UAWjournal
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Oaklandteacherslet out a cheer as strike vote is carried

NEW anti-union
legislation creeping
through the Senateis in
Bill S.462, which would
allow a court to rule
that self-defence on a
picket line is ‘“‘extor-
tion’’.

This would invoke an
anti-racketeering Bill
from the 1930s — and
bring sentences of up to
12 years in jail, or
$250,000in fines.
a

Yeteven given thisclear man-
date and an ideal opportunity to
hit employers at a vulnerable
time, hotel union bureaucrats
hastened back to the negotia-
ting table and — over the heads
of the members — signed a deal
establishing a 25% lower rate
for .new employees, cuttingstaffing levels and holidays, and
accepting minimal pay—in-
cReases.

Of course the best known cur-
rent demands for concessions
are currently the US airlines.
Several in the past year have
successfully forced through pay .

cuts — 10%at Republic, 10% at
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Western and 20% at Eastern —

while Continental have used the
bankruptcy laws as a pretext to
axe 60%oftheir staff and halve
salaries across the board in an
attackthat has prompted an all-
out strike by the unionised sec-
tion of theworkforce.

But the employers’ attack is
all-sided and relentless. One
small engineering plant in St
Louis has tried twice to secure
ballot acceptance of wage cuts
— onthesecond occasion failing
onlyby a handfulof votes.

Greyhound, the nationwide
bus corporation, is demanding
30% wage cuts in contract nego-
tiations due to be settled by the
end of October.

In the food industry, workers
at Armour Food voted 1o-to-one
to reject a $2.69 an hour wage
cut, while in Milwaukee on the
other hand, grocery_workers
whose firm had been take over
were persuaded by their union
leaders to accept pay cuts rang-ing from 30 to 45%, having been
told that the alternative. was to
be ‘‘out on the street with
nothing’’.

The. call for concessions also
reaches into the state sector.
State government employees .

have in several cases rejected’
attempts to cut their health
benefits, forcing them to pay
out extra eachweek.

In several areas (including
Chicago, Detroit and Boston),

 

     

 



 

   
 Arizonacopper miners ~ 3 monthson strike ~ confrontDepartmentofPublicSafety Officerye-cutting

teachers have taken extremelymilitant action against ‘give-backs’ and for substantial payincreases in their forthcoming
contracts. In Oakland, on the
West Coast, a massive ballot
vote for strike action by 2,500
union members was greeted byloud cheers from a teachers’
rally and followed up by mass
pickets, while a mere 250 scabs
attempted to keep schools open.As in Boston, the class con-frontation at workplace level is
supplemented in the USA bylegal moves designed to under-
minetheunions.

Specialist firms of lawyershave been established in.Various
cities to advise employers on
how to use the law to bust
unions. Andthereis a wealth of
legislation and other  tech-
niquesthatcan assist them.

Bankruptcy
Workplace ballots are often

required to secure union recog-
nition: but recall ballots can be
forced, under conditions created
to benefit the employers, and
‘decertify’ unions prior to
contractnegotiations.

Alternatively, bankruptcy
laws, takeovers, mergers, or the
closure and removalof plant and
‘equipment by ‘runaway’ firms
‘can be used to tear up existing
union contracts or dispose
‘cheaply of militant and well-
organised workers.
' One firm on the west coast
moved its entire operation to
anotherplant 80 miles down the
road in order to cut wages and
bust the Electrical Workers’
union. In Seattle, a combined
force of engineering employers
deliberatelyprovoked strikes by
the Machinists’ union, . IAM,
having prepared a body of scabs
to come in and maintain
production.

Six months later it seems
unlikely the strikerg will get
theirjobs back.

Ip the construction industry,
what is called the ‘two gate’
provision in anti-strike legisla-
tion restricts legal picketing.
Construction sites by law have
‘wo gates — one for union mem-
bers, and one for non-union
members. The law presumeshat theconstruction unions will
ict together ~— and allows a
imited number of workers to
vicket onlythenon-uniongate.Since in practice construction
unionsall too often instruct their
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membersto cross picket lines of
other construction unions, the
outcome canbe union members
working side-by-side with non-
‘union scabsto break strikes.

‘In some -areas, a militant
resistance to this is beingwagedby carpenters’, painters’ and
other unions, conducting mass.pickets and organising drives on
construction sites in defiance of
anti-union laws.
ii Southern California car-

penters have been leading a
militant struggle in defence of a
master contract stipulation that
only union subcontractors be
hired on union siteds. The car-
penters — who make up over
haif of unionised kuilding work-
ers in the USA — ‘won substan-

-tial solidarity action from other
construction unions.

But elsewhere setbacks are
occurring as employers seize
the opportunity. to divide and
break theunions. ©

Another crucial way in which
the law assists the employers is
in the form of the legally-enforc-
ible three-year contracts which
are the most common pay deals
in the USA. Amongotheradvan-
tages, these contracts offer the
employer virtual immunity frorn
spontaneous unofficial strike
action during the life of tne
contract — thus making it eas-

REBUILDIT IN.
SOUTH AMERICA,

‘REBUILDIT IN...

ier tu  victimise individual
miliiants.

The enly standard trade union
comeback against such victim-
isations is through the National
LabourRelations Board.

Unlike thetoothlessindustrial
tribunals in this country, the
NLRB has been known on occa-
sion to secure the eventual rein-
statement of victimised
militants.

But the process takes months
or years and successfully diverts
attention away from ;the need
for immediate shop-floor strike
action into a long-drawn-out
succession of legalisticwrangles.

-Similarly, almost any other
grievance arising dunngthelifeof a contract — be it speed-up
or bealthand safety — has to be
taken up by the uniuns in“the

’ absence of strike action, thus
staching the odds in maaage-ment’s favour.

But the pattern of struggles
outlined above shows. that de-
spite the odds the organised US
working class is ready and able
to fight backforits rights.

The central problem to be
confrontedis the construction of
a leadership rooted in the rank
and file, offering an independ-
entpoliticalline and programmefor thebattles to come.

THEN IT'SADEAL.
OUR TAXES AND
ELIMINATEREGULATIONS 

Communist Party brings
further evidence of its
decline andcrisis.

Party membership, the read-
ership of the Morning Star, in-
dustrial influence — all have
spiralled downwards.

Since the last Congress in
1981 CP membership has drop-ped from 18,458 to 15,691 —

many of whom are inactive. The
Morning Star faces bankruptcy
and the Young Communist
League has 623 members!

The ‘Parliamen Road’ also
looks black:a mere 11,598 votes
were cast in June for CP candi-
dates — a fall in most areas.

And — horror of horrors, as
one contributor to the conferen-
ce discussion puts it, ‘‘in a num-
ber of unions we have been
reduced to junior partnershipwith a mish-mash of Trotsky-
ites’’. :

According to variousfactions,
the CP is too pro-Moscow or
not pro-Moscow enough; has
abandoned the industrial work-
ing class or not taken seriously
enough the ‘broad democratic
alliance’withothersocial forces;
has become‘revisionist’ or still
remains ‘sectarian’.

As the crisis goes on, the
factionalwarfare becomes more
intense. This November’s con-
ference faces the deepest divi-
sions since 1977 when the pro-Moscow New Communist Partysplit away.

Factions
Two -main’ factions have

emerged. The present majorityleadership takes the Euro-
communist line and interprets
the ‘Broad Democratic Alliance’
to mean that the CP should no
longer focus particularly on the
labour movementbut take more
seriously the women’s move-
ment, peace movements, etc.,
and ‘all those’ opposed to ‘‘the
main enemy, the Tory govern-
ment’’ (who do you think they
could mean?)

The opposition consists of two
groups. Firstly, there are those
whoshareto a greater or lesser
extent the uncritical pro-
Moscow views of the NCP but
remainedinside theCP in 1977.

They remain vocal but lackthe
numbers or prestige to repre-
sent much of a threat to theleadership.

A second group has now
emerged around Mick Costello,
until recently CP Industrial
Organiser, and Tony Chater,
editor of the Morning Star, both
of whom were until recently
in theleadership group.

Their opposition has its ori-
gins at the -1981 Congress,
where secretary Gordon Mc-
Lennan backed a_ resolution
criticising the Morning Star for
insufficiently reflecting the
Eurocommunistlineof theCP.

This split was fought out Jpublicly earlier this year at the atime of the AGM of the ‘Peop-
le’s Press Printing Society’, a
the front organisation which is [Jf
responsible for the manage- a
mentof theMorningStar.

Rival slates
After arguments about the i

appointment of Costello as a ff
journalistand over the degree of |fictional (or was it factional?) 5autonomy the Morning Star
should have from the CP, two a
rival slates were put up for the J
managementcommittee. iOne was supported by the CPleadership, and the other (con- i
sisting of the retiring men- aSRee.

 

 
 
   

 

General Secretary McLennan
bersplus sometrade union lead-
ers) by Costello and Chater.

Both sides mobilised CP
members to attend the AGM,
which resulted in a victory for
theCostello-Chaterslate.

Costello’s main criticism of
the Eurocommunists is thattheyhave given up a serious indus-
trial focus for theirwork.

In addition, he makes a bid
for the old-style Stalinists’ sup-port by accusing the leadership
of saying ‘‘nothing positive’
aboutthe‘‘socialistcountries’’.

(The ‘hard’ pro-Moscow fac-
tion, however, do not trust
Costello, who was previously a
major exponent of the CP’s
policy on Poland and Afghan-istan).

Much of Costello’s argumentrelates to the way he has been
treated by McLennan.

It could hardly be otherwise,
as until very recently he shared
central political responsibility
for the way the CP has develop-
ed, and thereforehas an interest
in not looking too closely at the

|past.
The forthcoming Congress

will not resolve any of the prob-
lemsof theCP.

Most of the documents are
bland and make no attempt to
analysetheCP’s crisis. The only
one dealing with a controversial
question — the relationship
between the Morning Star and
the CP — is contradictory and
unintelligible.

On the one hand, ‘‘It was al-
ways agreedthatit [theMorningStar] would continue to expressthe policy of the Communist
Party’’, and ‘‘Attempts- to
change the paper’s editorial
policy will not succeed in the
future’; on the other hand,
‘‘thereis no conflictbetween the
democratic right of the Com-
munist Party to express its views
and the democratic right of
shareholders to accept or reject
them’’. In otherwords, you have
your democratic rights for as
long as you agree withtheCP!

50p for a single copy,
40p per copy for 5 or

more, and 30p per copy
for 20 or more, from
Employment Unit,
Southwark CVS, 135
Rye Lane, London
SE15. Chequespayable

’ to Southwark CVS.
Please add an amount
for postage.
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CP heads forcrisisCongress
By Bruce

EVERY Congress of the The indications are that the
Costello-Chater group will be
heavily defeated at the Con-
gress, probably losing any posi-
tions on the Executive Com-
mittee.

.They will still retain control
of ‘the Morning Star, however,
and a further battle, which!
might prove fatal to the whole
enterprise, is likely as the CP
leadership tries to assert its
‘democraticrights’.

The CP Congress is also
incapable of solving the politicalproblems which lie behind the
organisational decline and frag-
mentation of theCP.

The moveto the left in the
Labour Party after 1979 left thé
CP as an insignificant groupwell to the right of Labour’s
hardleft, whom. they now. de-
scribe as ‘‘Labour sectarians’’
for rejecting alliances with the
SDP, ‘progressive Tories’ in
CNDandso on.

Even for thosewho agree with
the woolly ideas of ‘MarxismToday’, there is little appeal in
joining a marginalised and
chronically declining group,tainted with an openly Stalinist
past. :

Far better to join the Labour
Party, where thepathto advanc-
ement and influence over such
prominent supporters of ‘Marx-
ism Today’ ideas as Neil Kin-
nock is much surer.

Thus, while a more or less
clearly identifiable Stalinist
trend grows as a result of the
demoralisation and retreat of
the Labour left, .the CP reaps
none of the dividends, apart
from increased circulation forj
‘Marxism Today’ — a recent§
issue of which included a
‘Gramscian’ analysis of the role
of the Women’sInstitute!

In the unions, the CP are
caught by a rightward lurch of
the union bureaucracies, who
increasingly feel that the CP,
weakened by the decline of the
stewards’ movement, cannat
provide the support and ‘left’
cover which they once offered,
and are a political liability in
their quest. to become respect-
able talkers withtheTories.

The Broad Lefts, for long
regarded by the CP asreliable
electoral machines and nothing
else, have largely escaped their
control as active militants. have
turned them towards practical}struggles against the .employ-
ers and theunion leaderships.

Neither Costello’s call for
more industrial work, nor the
hard-line Stalinists’ call for a
return to the good old days of
pro-Moscow monolithism, pose
an alternative strategy to get
the CP out of its terminal
illness:

The Eurocommunist leader-
ship has merely drawn out the
unpalatable conclusions of the
class-collaborationist

-.
‘British

Road to Socialism’ which the
CP hasfollowedsince 1952.
aaR 
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AfterKinnock’s win, Labour must facea new learningprocess

Handbooks with
little analysis

Straightforward, clear,
easy. to read and easy to
understand — that describ-
es two new books on mili-
tarism and nuclear war,
‘Crisis over Cruise’ by
Philip Webber, Graeme
Wilkinson and Barry
Rubin, and Andrew Wil-
son’s ‘The Disarmer’s
Handbook of. military tech-
nology arid organisation’.

Both books are full of facts,figures and: information. ‘Crisis
over Cruise’ is more specialised,
but brings out the major pointsabout themissiles.

“Large numbersof air-laun-
ched cruise missiles (with some
accuracy and first-strike poten-
tial) are being deployed.on B52
(and forthcoming B-1) bombers,
bothin Europe and the US.

“In a few years, when
‘stealth’ cruise missiles and
bombers,virtually undetectable
to radar, become available,
thetotal force of air, ground and 
: ‘SolidarityUnderground: Free trade unionism in
i Poland today’ is a new pamphlet by Magda
i Zalewska, Henryk Gawinski,and John Taylor,

—g published by the Polish Solidarity Campaign. 50p r@ plus postage from PSC. 186 Avenue Road,
a London W3.

 
TOM RIGBY casts a

critical eye over two
new books on thearms
race recently published
by Penguin.

sea-launched cruise missiles,plus the other weapons of high
accuracy,may then havea first
strike capability against the
Soviet Union’’.

“The Disarmer’s Handbook’is
more wide-ranging, providinginformation on virtually everyconceivable aspect of the ques-tion, with particularly interest-
ing chapters on ‘sick war’
(chemical and biological weap-ons) and ‘para-war’ (intellig-
ence-andsecurity).

,Bothbooks willprovide useful
sources for socialists and dis-
armamentactivists who wish to
increase their knowledge about
the armsrace.

AT PRESENT, most memb-
ers of the Labour Party are
concerned with the short
term.

They were concerned at
conference, quite properly,
with who won theleadership
election: and the Kinnock/
Hattersley team having won,
they are now concerned with
the immediate prospects for
rebuilding Labour’s political
base in the workingclass.
 

However, the books share
somefailings.Both focus mainly
on NATO.Thoughthisis under-
standable, bearingin mind capi-
talism’s responsibility for the
current climate of cold war, it
provides a distorted view.

Weneed moreinformationon
Soviet militarism, produced by
someone other than the tradi-
tional sources — Western
propagandists or Stalinist
apologists.

Deeper
Neither ‘book seriously ‘ana-

lyses the deeper forces genera-
tingthe‘newcold war’.

Most of the arguments are of
the traditional ‘arms race’ style
of explanation, in which a whole
set of factors: big business pro-fits, research and development
programmes,.ideologies of war,
etc, are all jumbled together to
producethisoverarching pheno-
‘menon,‘thearmsrace’.

This creates tunnel-vision- in
the politics of both books. For
Webber, Wilkinson and Rubin,
the answer to their question,
“Whois responsible?’is, ‘all of
themandall of us’.

Andrew Wilson is more
sophisticated, ‘‘Arms alone are
not the real threat to peace —

the real threat lies in the fear or
hostility behind their acquisi-
tion’’. But this kind of explana-

- tion is unconvincing, and leads
only to pacifism.

Marxism
Socialists active in CND

should read these books. But
westillneed a rounded and de-
veloped Marxist account of-the
new cold war, one that avoids
mechanical explanations, be
they of the ‘permanent arms
economy’or whatever.

:We need an analysis of the
relationship between war, capi-talism, Stalinism, and nuclear
weapons that is more than a
Marxist gloss to traditional CND
stylearguments.

    

By Reg
Race

This is a natural enough pre-
occupation, because all members
of the party wish to see the foun-
dations laid for a sweeping social-
ist victory at the next general
election. But there is a feeling of
deja vu in theair.

Wilson
The parallel is with 1963. Har-

old Wilson was elected as leader
by the votes of the left in the
Parliamentary Labour Party; and
there were those, myself included,
who believed that it was sufficient
for a Labour government under
such leadership to be elected to
produce a radical transformation
of society.

We were thoroughly disillus-
ioned by the Labour government
of 1964-70; we learnt, at great
cost, that reality was deeper than
the image.

The Labour Party now looks
as if it faces another learning pro-
cess. The present leadership team
sometimes gives the impression
that it wafits a re-run of 1963-4.
The press is being nice to Neil
Kinnock so far. Everyoneis there-
fore living in a purple, LSD haze:
all is for the best in the best ofail
possible worlds.

No concessions
This Panglossian creation will

notlast. The difference with 1963
is that British capitalism has lost
the ability to make concessions to
the workingclass; therefore, if the
Kinnock/Hattersley team begin to
make demands which go beyond
the ‘modernisation’ of capitalism,
they will be denounced up hill
and down dale by the very media
that are now so supportive of the
idea that Labour needs a new,
image-consciousleadership.

There is a new contour to the
face of the LabourParty. Theleft
alliance, based on a coalition of
interests around the Campaign for
Labour Party Democracy, the
Parliamentary left, some left wing
trade unions, and left groupings
amongst the rank andfile,has fal-
len apart. It badly needs to be re-
constructed.

Brazen
It cannot be the samealliance,

as someparts of the old left con-
sensus have defected for good —

witness the brazen backing of
Hattersley by elements of the
Labour Coordinating Committee,
the National Organisation of Lab-
our Students, and Clause Four.

We need to develop a new
alliance on the left of the Labour
Party. It must be based on clear
principles: an end to the pathetic
toy-town witch-hunt of socialists
inside the party; defence of the
policies agreed by conference; the
further democratisation of the
party, with particular emphasis on
the role of the Parliamentary Lab-

our Party; and the firm creation
of links between the political and
industrial wings of the labour
movement. .

Rebuild
This is the. prime lesson of

conference. We must reconstruct
a left alliance. Not based on sect-
arianism, not based on individ-
uals, based only. on the clear
understanding that the present
honeymoon between the leader-
ship and the Press will not last
beyondChristmas.

We need people of vision who
recognise that this is the time to
save the next Labour government
from its own inadequacies. The
labour movement has been here
before: but this time the possibil-
ity of a reformist solution to the
crisis of capitalism is non-existent.

This time a reformist
solution to the

|crisis 18 non-existent

 

   

of Stalinism is Leon
| Trotsky’s ‘Revolution
|| Betrayed: Whatis the
‘| Soviet Union and WhereIs
i It Going?’ Availablevia
I Socialist Organiser,28 '

fi Middle Lane, London N8:
§ £2.50 plus 50p postage.

TheclassicMarxist analysis
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   SPOTLIGHT
How Woody
Allen does it

WANT to watch a very funny
‘hour-and-three-quarters-long
Jewish joke? Then go and see
Woody Allen’s latest film,
“Jelig’’.

It is a, bit like ‘‘Portnoy’s
Complaint’’ without the sex.
What’s left? you might ask.
Answer: the dilemma of the
assimilatedJew,fearful of being
recognised, eager to ape those
who will despise him for being
Jewish and despise him even
morefor trying not to be.

In Philip Roth’s book, Alex
Portnoy’s search for Thereal
McCoy — the ultimate desirable
female — means giving uphis
identity (I wish you well to wear
it!) and his character (who needs
it?). ‘‘But who wants charac-
'ter?’’ is Alex’s rhetorical ques-
tion to his analyst. ‘‘I want
Thereal McCoy! In her blue
parka and her red earmuffs and
her big white mittens — Miss
America...” -
-Zelig (played by Woody

Allen) actuallymeets and mates
with his Miss McCoy (one
Eudora Fletcher). But if Portnoy
denies his Jewishness to please
non-Jewish girls, Zelig
his whole self to please anybody
whose company he happens to
be in. And.while
struggles ‘at self-denial (not to
mention self-abuse) but is
constantly betrayed by his
physical form, Leonard Zelig’s
adaptation to his surroundingsis
totally automaticand extends to
changesof physical form. When
he talks to Irishmen his hair
‘turns red and his nose turns up!

Hidingout in Chinatown Zelig
looks Chinese, in Nurenburg he
falls in with the Nazis, in the
company of psychiatrists the
patient claims that he too is a
psychiatrist. ‘‘I worked many
years with Freud in Vienna, but
we broke up after a disagree-
ment over penis envy. He
wantedto limitit to females .

.’’
Chameleon

Facedwithfat men,Zelig puts
on weight in minutes, ques-
tioned by French doctors he
instantly acquires a foreign
language,sitting in a cockpit for
thefirst timehefliesa plane . . .

The American public fall for
the freak as the media milk the
discovery of the ‘‘human
chameleon’’ for all it’s not
worth.

Millions flock to see him turn
into an aged Red Indian and
back again, into a youthful
blackman in blackcompany and
sprout a beard and side-locks
while standing between two
rabbis. Dancers are encouraged
to ‘‘Do the chameleon’’ and
‘Leonard the Lizzard’ becomes

—-ahit song.
Meanwhile Zelig (theGerman

for ‘‘soulful’’) is an object of
psychiatric investigation. The
shrinks are a gaggle of idiots,
except one, Dr. Eudora Fletcher
(played: by Mia Farrow looking
morelike singer Joni Mitchell).
Hundredsof outrageous improb-
abilities later, the gentle
nebbichhas won Dr. Fletcher’s
mutable heart andis finally also
re-instated in the hearts of the
Americanpublic.

If all this is hard to imagine,
rememberthatthe film is in the
same form as documentarieslike
“Rosie the Riveter’ or ‘‘The
Wobblies’’: black and: white
archival footage (most of it fake
of course) is punctuatednow and

enies
—

Portnoy '

 

 

ANDREW HORNUNG
reviews Allen’s latest
movie ‘Zelig’, and att-
empts tq draw out the-
elements which make up
“a comic Kafka hero
that is both durable and
universal’’.

again by short contemporary
interviews in colour-withpeople
who had some direct contact
with the past events. Thus
Bruno Bettelheim, Irving Howe
and others addtheir intellectual
comments and memories to help
interpret the life of Leonard
Zelig as an allegory of the
Jewish conditionand so on.

Of course this allegory is
there. At the same time, the
anxieties identified as a or even
the Jewish condition stand for
much more general and global
insecurities. And they. also
relate to a more restricted
group, actors, whose very
success lies in their dispensing
withtheir selves — even physic--
ally! — and allowing themselves
to becomepublic property.

The achievementof the film.
lies in its ability to’explore a
number of sucH themes with
unflagging wit, throwing in
sight-gags and one_ liners,
surrealism andsatire.

Like the best Jewish jokes,it
mixes these elements to make a
poignant and universal human
comment.

How does WoodyAllen do it?
Heworkshard at his material,

but even before the evidence of
these comic laboursthere is the
man himself. He is the Jewish
boy-next-door: bespectacled,
nervous, lousy at sports, looks
like a zero and behaves like a
minus.

Hefollows a longline of love-
able screen jerks — Buster
Keaton, Stan Laurel, Chaplin,
Harold Lloyd, Jerry Lewis — but
has transformed their central
feature, innocence, into some-
thing else: self-conscious urban
angst — insecurities about
identity, sex and.survival.

His pre-Freudian forerunners
grappled with the world outside
themselves: Everyman versus
everythingelse (apart from true
love, ofcourse). There is a good
deal of this kind of humourin -

Woody Allen films, but his real
enemies are his own sense of
guilt, his fears and phobias.

One of his problems is
America. England only expects
every man to do his duty.
America expects every under-
privileged schlemiel to become
President. In reality only very
privilegedschlemiels ever make
it, but the dream is more power-
ful thanthetruth.The American
dream — an amalgam ofall the
film-set cliches going, true-
love, rags-to-riches,manhood as
the Buntline Special bringing
law to the frontier — drives the
dreamers to the point of break-
up. >

»
after all, any failure must be

your own fault. If you want an
explanation don’t ask:a sociol-
ogist, go to the psychiatrist.
Through the Jewish image —

and it is an image used to
express

a
truth,it isn’t thetruth

itself — Woody Allen has
created a comic Kafkahero that
is bothdurable and universal. -

    

WITHa longstring of tele-
vision plays over 20 years,
Jim Allen has established
himself as somethinglike a
modern bard of the working
class — chronicler, poet,
political genealogist, myth-
maker. He has: celebrated
our victories and crooned
laments for the socialism
that might have been but
never’ was because the
workingclass has repeated-
ly been defeated, betray-
ed anddiverted.

In Allen’s work the sense of a
personal yearning deeper than
mere nostalgia for the lost past
— scenes, events, people, early
affections, certainties and
clarities — is always mixed up
with the yearning for a socialist
future and rejection of the
present.

It gives it resonance and
depth, and nourishes and helps
fix Allen’s enduring class iden-
tity. In nothingof his which I’ve
seenis it so clearlyexpressed as
in his six-part ‘The ‘Gathering
Seed’,just finished on BBC TV,
which is said to be semi-auto-
biographical.

‘The first episode (which I
missed) wasset in the 30s when
the hero, Joe Henshaw, was a
child. The other five cover ab-
out a year in 1945-6 when, de-
mobbedfromthearmy,he seeks
his placein theworld.

It is set in Collyhurst, a work-
ing class suburb in North Man-
chester, heavily Irish and
oppressively Catholic.

A friend of mine, a long-time
socialist of middle-class back-
ground, saw some of ‘The Gath-
ering Seed’ and found it too
grim — bleak, unrelieved and
ultimatelydepressing.

True to reality
I can see why. But I — from a

similar background in the ad-
joining Cheetham area of
Manchester — found it marvel-
lously  well-reconstructed and
essentiallytrue to reality — per-
hapseven the romanticised Irish
socialist grandfather.

After the
|

‘Days of Hope’
By Frank
Higgins

Of course it isgrim and bleak
— he depicts poverty-ridden
people with a brutally cramped
and pub-centred. culture, with
narrowed outlooks and_con-
cerns. Allen’s usual subject —
in ‘Days of Hope’, for example,
his series about the run-up to
the General Strike — is the
proletariat in heroic battles,
breaking out of narrowness and

~pettiness, forging its own view
.-

of the world, concerned to
change it. His central characters
are class-conscious women and
men. Here, much of the action
happensin the local Labour club
— but this is workaday Labour-
ism. Hopeis focused on the new
Attlee Labour government, and
thereis not much ofit.

It is the story of how the hero
becomesa socialist, learning to
understand the class realities
from his grandfather, from the
world around him, and from
books. (He hasfirst to learn ab-
out books from a Labour council-
lor who has portraits of both
Clem Attlee and Karl Marx on
herwall).

“This is no workingclass hero.
At the endheis stillunsure how
much he wants to commit him-
self to socialism.

Perhaps symbolically,the soc-
ialist grandfather (named Jim
Larkin) is something of a lone
figure, unrepresentative, and
evena bitof a bore.

This is the working-class
world when the ‘Days of Hope’
are long passed — succeeded by
stagnation, the consolidation of
the trade union bureaucracy in
the 1930s, and by imperialist
war, with Churchill, the capital-
ist militantin theGeneral Strike,
leading the British bourgeois
democracyagainst Hitler.

These are the grim conse-
quencesof workingclass defeat
— the grinding down of the
workingclass, the imposition by
the bourgeoisie and their labour

eos
Manchester factory wor.

a

lieutenants of their order on the
exploited and  beaten-down
workers, the ebbing-backof the

.
working-class upsurge into the
constricted channels of narrow
private concerns and the ‘de-
pressed’ average routineof the
slaves of Capital.

It is not the cosy world ideal-
ised by well-meaningbut essen-

- tially conservative sociologists
and by somesocialists from out-
side the working class who
praise the ‘old’ working class
communities for such strengths
as theirsolidarity.

Jim Allen’s picture is grim-
mer becauseit is the view of an
insider — not of one who sym-
pathises or identifies with the
proletariat, but of one whose
ineradicable identity has been
shaped and defined by the sort
of conditionsthatAllen depicts.

It is the view of one who knew
thatworld to be one in which —

as a poet speaking of an oppres-
sed nationonce putit:

‘*The men and women whom
I have loved, whose hands have
held mine, whose touch is fami-
liar to me, have had masters
over them, have been under the

men
mean and cruel’’.

The conditions are foul: the
people are inevitably shaped
bythem.

Identity
In fact Allen’s great strength

is a rock-basic sense of his own
identity — together with an
ambivalence towards his) own
working-class background. He
angrily rejects the conditions,
but sees the answer in the com-
monstruggle for a class eman-
cipation, for (in James Con-
nolly’s words) ‘‘a full,- free,
happylife — for all or for none’’.

Allen Was active in the Trot-
skyist movement for 15 years
from about 1950. His politics are
a honed-down variantof the late
1950s Socialist Labour League
— direct action is central, the

.

Parliamentarians and bureau-
crats are the enemies who stand
between the masses and the
bourgeoisie.It is a working-class
politics honed down to its syndi-
calist blood and guts.

Indeed, Allen has done more
than perhaps anyone else to

hers, 1938: Allen ’s-pictureis true to reality 
ideas com-popularise basic

mon to Trotskyism, syndical-
ism, and all the other rebel-
lious, rejectionist, and anti-
establishment trends in the lab-
our movement. .

It is pretty potent stuff when
he skilfullyclothesit in accounts
of working class life and strug-
gles, and explores working-class
‘history using it as a probe.

The series had serious faults
— especially the characteristic
faultof the school of drama that
Jim Allen belongsto, flat didac-
ticism. There are lots of pauses_while people ‘explain’ points
and issuesto eachother.

It slows the series down,
badly. Some of these ‘intermis-
sions’are plain tedious, whether
it is a small lecture on basic
socialism,or we drop in on a YS
meeting at Collyhurst Labour
Club andstop for a chunk ofit.

The series was too loose,
seemingly unedited and self-
indulgent. This creates an im-
pression of being rambling and
directionless.

This is especially unfortunate
because the series is conceived
on a massive scale, to unfold
slowly,witha series of long set-
piece scenes — political meet-
ings, a social, a strike meeting,
theold man’s funeral — strewn
like big boulders through the
six episodes.

‘The Gathering Seed’ ends
withthe hero still not even sure
if he wants to be a fighter for
socialism. It seems to be intend-
ed as the first instalment of
drama-memoirs —__ perhaps
modelled on Sean O’Casey’s
six volumes of quasi-fictional-
ised memoirs,in which case this

_ is Jim Allen’s ‘I Knock at the
Door’.

.What is to come — if it is —

will be the most interesting.
Alien was a leadingmilitant dur-
ing very important struggles in
the ports and minesin the 50s.
Tlook forwardto it. :

 A grimmerpicture of working
class life, painted by an insider
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Where we stand
“Organise the left to beat back the Tories’ attacks!
No to attacks on union rights; defend the picket
line; no state interference in our unions! No to any
wage curbs. Labour must support all struggles for
better living standards and conditions.
*Wage rises should at the very-teast keep up with
price increases. For a price index calculated by
working class organisations, as the basis for clauses
in all wage agreements to provide automatic
monthly rises in line with the true cost of living for
the working class. The same. inflation-proofing
should apply to state benefits,grants and pensions.*Fight for improvements in the social services, and
against cuts. Protection for those services against
inflation by automatic inflation-proofingof expen-
diture. For occupations and supporting strike action
to defend jobs and:services.
“End unemployment. Cut hours, not jobs. Fight for
a 35 hour week and an end to overtime. Demand
work-sharing without loss of pay.: Organise the
unemployed .— campaign for a programmeof useful
public works to create new jobs for the unem-
ployed. -

.“Defend all jobs! Open the books of those firms
that threaten closure or redundancies, along with
those of their suppliers and bankers, to elected. trade
union committees. For occupation’ and blacking
action to halt the closures. For nationalisation
withoutcompensation under workers’ management.
“Make the bosses pay, not the working class.
Millions for hospitals, not a penny. for ‘defence’!
Nationalise the banks and financial institutions,
without compensation. End the interest burden on
council housing and other public services.
*Freeze rent and rates. ,

*Scrap all immigration controls. Race\ is not a.
problem: racism is. The labour movement must
mobilise to drive ‘the fascists off the streets. Purge

|racists from positions in the labour movement.
Organise full support for black self-defence. Build
workers’ defence squads.
*The capitalist police are an enemyfor the working
class. Support. all demands to weaken them as a
bosses’ striking foree: dissolutién of special squads
(SPG, Special Branch, MI5, etc), public accoun-
tabitity,etc.

. *Free abortion on demand. Women's equal right to

aa
a
a
a

work and full equality for women. Defend -and
extend free state nursery and childcare provision.*Against attacks on gays by the state: abolish all
laws which discriminate against lesbians and gay
men;for the right of the gay community to organise
and affirm their stand publicly.
*The Irish people — as a whole — should have the
right to determine their own future. Get the British
troops out now! Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism
Act. Politica! status for Irish Republican prisoners as
a matter of urgency.

:*The black workingpeople of South Africa should
get full support from the British labour movement
fortheir strikes, struggles and armed combatagainst
the white supremacist regime. South African goods’
and services should be blacked.
*It is essential to achieve’ the fullest democracy in
the labour movement. Automatic reselection of MPs
~during each Parliament and the election by annual
conference of party leaders. Annual election of all
trade union officials, who should be paid the
average for the trade.
"The chaos, waste, humansuffering and misery of
capitalism now — in Britain and throughout the
world — show the urgent needto establish rational,democratic, human control over theeconomy,tomake the decisive sectors of industry social prop-
erty, under workers’ control. The strength of the
labour movement lies in the rank and file. Our
perspective must be workingclass action to raze the
capitalist system down to its foundations, and to
put a workingclasssocialist alternative in its place —

rather than having our representatives run the
system and waiting for crumbs from the tables of
the bankers and bosses.

Official badge of the
*Save theMole’ cam-
paign. 25p or £2 for
ten, from N.Barstow
165 Liverpool Rd,
London N1.

x

 

 

Nationalday school
Saturday October 29CG,
Workshops
Organising an SO group; producing factory bulletins;
speaking at meetings; workingas a councillor; organising
against sexism; buildingsolidaritywith Ireland; open
forum on Socialist Organiser.

and a video on YOPs.

Caucusesof SO supportersin different unions and
campaigns,includingmeetings for Women’s Fightbackand Class Fighter supporters.

10.30am to 7pm at Crouch Hill Recreation
- Centre, Hillrise Road, London N19.

Plenary sessions
Debate: ‘A workers’ programmefor Europe
Cuts andprivatisation — Socialist Organiser

and the fight for leadership

‘Carry Greenham Home’, ‘The Red andtheBlue’,
‘Questions of Leadership’(if available); ‘Harlan County’;

 SOCIALIST |

ORGANISER
AGM

Sunday October30, 10am to 4.30pm at CountyHall,London SE1.

£2 (£1 unwaged)for one day.
Creche available. Cheap food.

Registration £3 (£1.50 unwaged) for dayschool and AGM,

 SOCIAL.
Saturday 8pm to midnight.
At ‘The Cock’, Phoenix Rd, London NW1.

 
Two pamph-
lets summing
up theideas of
Socialist Or-
ganiser.
‘Where We
Stand’ -— 20p
plus 15p post-
age. ‘How to
fight the Tor-

** ies’ — 10p plus
15p postage.
Or the two
together, 45p
including
Postage. From
Socialist Or-
ganiser, 28,
Middle Lane,
London N8.

SCOTLAND

Stan
Crooke, 34 Garturk St, Glas-
gow G42. SO is sold at West

Glasgow. Contact:

End bookshop, Rutherglen
shopping arcade (Friday
lunchtime),Coatbridge shop-
Ping arcade (Saturday lunch-
time), and Maryhill dole
(Tuesday morning).
Edinburgh. Contact Dave,
229 4591. SO is sold at
Muirhouse (Saturday 10.30-
12) and at the First of May
bookshop, Candlemaker
Row.

NORTH-WEST
Manchester. Contact Tony,
‘273 5691. SO is sold at
Grass Roots, Books, Newton
St, Piccadilly.
Stockport. Meetings every
Sunday, 7.30pm: contact 40
Fox St, Edgley, Stockport.
SO is sold at Stockport
market, every Saturday, 11
to 12,30.

Wirral. Contact Lol Duffy, 3
St James Court, Victoria Rd,
New Brighton, Merseyside.
Liverpool. Contact
5563. SO is sold at Progress-
ive Books, Berry St, and at
News from Nowhere, White-
chapel.

Hyndburn. Contact Accring-
ton 395753.

Stoke. Meets 1st & 3rd Tues-
day of each month. Next
meeting ‘What is Marxism’
with video.
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SOCIALIST ORGANISER AGManddayschool: SaturdayOctober 29/Sunday October 30, in London. Day school Sat-turday at Crouch Hill RecreHornsey Rise, London N19.
London SE1.
NORWICH/ Cambridge
TroopsOut day school. Sat-
urday November 5, from ~

9.30am at Kings College,
Cambridge. Registration £1.
Details: Cambridge 881113.
Creche provided if booked in
advanced, pooled fare.

SOUTHAMPTON Irish
Solidarity Committee StudyProgramme. For a copy of
the Programme and details
of the discussions please
write to SISC, c/o BM Box4835, London WCIN 3XX.

ation Centre, Hillrise Rd, off
AGM Sunday at County Hall,

LABOURmovementconfer-
ence on Ireland: Peace
through Democracy. Satur-
day November 26: speakers
include Tony Benn, Ken
Livingstone, Clive Soley.

LABOUR group for human
rights in Sri Lanke: public
launch meeting coming soon.
Speakers invited:

|
Tony

Benn, Ken__Livingstone,
Tariq Ali, Jeremy Corbyn.
Date to be fixed. Contact:NM Sickert Court, London

Whereto find
Socialist Organiser

Stoke. Contact Paul Barnett
151 Broadway, Meir, Stoke
on Trent (328198).

YORKSHIREAND
NORTH-EAST

Huddersfield. Contact Alan
Brooke, 59 Magdale, Honley,
Huddersfield HD7 2LX.

Harrogate. Meets every other
Sunday evening. Contact
Mark Osborn, 522542. SO is
sold outside the market,
Wednesday, Friday and Sat-
urday lunchtime.

York. Contact 414118 (98
Hull St). SO is sold at Coney
St on Saturday morning, at
the Community Bookshop,
outside the dole office most
mornings, and at the Uni-
versity on Friday mornings.
Sheffield. SO is sold outside
Boots in Fargate (Saturday
12 to 1) and at the Indepen-
dent Bookshop, Glossop Rd.
ContactRob, 589307.

Durham. -SO is sold at the
Community Co-op, New
Elvet. Contact Andy, 64088.
Sunderland.
Durham. Contact c/o

Halifax. Contact 52156. SO
is sold at Hebden Bridge
Books.

Leeds. SO is sold at Books
and Corner Books, Wood-
house Lane, Contact Garth,
623322,

Hull. Meets every Wednes-
day, 8pm. Details from SO
sellers. Childcare available.
WALES AND WEST

Cardiff. Contact 492988.

c/o 28Bristol. Contact
Middle Lane.

MiDLANDS
Birmingham. New series of
discussion meetings starting
on ‘Imperialism’. Alternate
Wednesdays, 7:30 at 169
Barclay Rd, Bearswood,
Smethwick. Next meeting
Wednesday November 2:
‘The New International Divi-
sion of Labour’.

SO is sold at the Other
Bookshop.

Northampton. Contact Ross,’713606.

* Mushroom

Coventry. Contact Keith,
75623.

Leicester. SO is sold at
BlackthorneBooks, High St.
ContactPhil, 857908.

Nottingham. Meets 2nd &
4th Wednesdays, 7.30 at
the International Commun-
ity Centre. SO is sold outside
the Victoria Centre (Satur-
day 11 to 1) and at the

Bookshop,
Heathcote St. Contact Pete
Radcliff, 585640.
Oxford. Public meeting: ‘De-
fend the NHS,fight privatis-
ation’. Tuesday November1,7.30, East Oxford Commun-
ity Centre. Speakers invited
include Mike Dulieu (Oxon
Campaign against Health Ser-
vice Cuts), and speakers
from. Thornton View hospi-
tal occupation and Oxford
Health Service Joint Trade
Union Committee.
SO is sold at the following
London bookshops: Collets,Central Books, The Other_Bookshop, Bookmarks,Bookplace (Peckham Rd,SE15), Kilbum Books, andReading Matters (Wood,Green Shopping Centre).

LONDON Campaign for Gay
Rights now meets regularly
every four weeks at March-
mont Community Centre,
Marchmont St, WC1, at
6pm. Next meeting Novem-
ber 6.

Contact: London LCGR,
Mike Haran 659 2938 or
Chris Beer 785 9515; GYS,
Martin Goodsell 263 9484.
LONDON Cuts conference
organised by the Southwark
Campaign Working Party:
Sunday November 6, at
County Hall, London SE1.
Contact: Southwark Cam-
Paign Working Party, Town
Hall, London SE5.

CLASS FIGHTER confer-
ence, 26-27 November in
South London. Twodays of
workshops, videos and dis-
cussion on perspectives for
Class Fighter. For details
write to 214 Sickert Court,
London N1 or phone Jane
on 263 9484.

Southwark/Lambeth meets
on the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month at7.30pm at Lansbury House,41 Camberwell ‘Grove,London SE5. 8 November,Alan Thornett on The Fightfor Leadership in theUnions; 22 November,JamesDunkerly on Central
America.

_

Next SO Marxist discus-
sion, Sunday October 30 at8.00 p.m. on South Africa.Phone Ian on 670 3279 fordetails,
Haringey. Meeting on Cen-
tral America, with Jeremy
Corbyn MP anda speaker
from the E] SalvadorSolidar-
ity Campaign. 8.30, Thurs--
day October 27, at Harrin-
gay Grove Community Cen-
tre, Denmark Road, N8.
Sponsored by Harringay
ward Labour Party.

North-West London. Con-
tact Mick, 624 1931,

South-East London. Con-
tact Siu Ming, 691 1141.
Hackney. Contact AndrewHornung, 76 Carysfort Rd,London N16.

Richmond. SO is sold atRichmond Quadrant everySaturday, 11.30-1.30. Furth-
er details, contact Nick De ’

Marco, 876 6715.

Orpington, Contact c/oSouth East London. -

Hounslow. SO is sold outside
All Saints Church, Hounslow
High St, Saturdays 10.30 to
12. Contact Chris, 898 6961-Islington. Next meeting on
Grenada, Sunday November,
6. Details: Linda, 278 1341. -



 

 

WHYis Alan Thornett so touchy?
Everyone writes bad articles
sometimes: I’m considered to be
pretty goodat it myself.

I don’t think I misrepresented
his article (SO144).

In my letter I wrote: “It is
wrong to see the BL witch-hunt
as part of a concerted and integra-
ted campaign to smash the labour
movement”. a

I argued that though it had
been possible for BL “manage-
ment to sweep out the 13 with
very little trouble’, conditions
did not exist for a general purge.
“It takes more than a few horror
stories in the press for. purges in
every industry and every area of
society”.

I put the argument starkly for
clarity and brevity. I do not think
that I accused Alan Thornett of
specifically predicting ‘‘purges in
every industry...”

Exaggerated
Still, when I first read Alan

Thornett’s letter I thought that
maybe I had exaggerated,or slip-
ped up and commented on some-
thing he had said in a private dis-
cussion, rather than onhis article.
Notso. Re-read thearticle.

With the discovery of the 13,
it says, “BL decided, along with
the media and the government
(who followed events very close-
ly) that this was the basis for a
massive witch-hunt against social-
ists in industry”’(emphasismine).

The article also says that the
“powerful defence of-the 13 and
condemnation of the witch-hunt”
by Oxford TGWU district secre- 

 tary David Buckle “defused the
situation... at a time when it was
becoming very dangerous for the
labour movement”.

Distance
Alan Thornett quotes Buckle

further: “In response to quest-
ions from the press, he said he
could ‘smell fascism around in
this country’. Such comments
from someone like David Buckle
show how deep were the dangers
for the workers’ movement that
had developed at that time”.

. Alan Thornett seemsto.distan-
ce himself from. the letter of

.

Buckle’s comment. But he does
use the comment to back uphis
ownpictureof the. dangers to the
whole labour movement.

In his letter Alan Thornett
quoted his comments on Buckle,
but he chose to omit the remarks
of Buckle that he was approving.

But his letter itself shows how-
far from misrepresenting him I
was: it refers to the witch-hunt
“by the media at the time by for-
ces which posed a danger to the
labour movement as a whole”’.
(My emphasis).

He also says: “The Cowley
sackings and the witch-hunt
around them was one of the fac-
tors (his emphasis) which have
created a significant new situation
in industry”.

.Since when? What were the
others? To illustrate the ‘new sit-
uation’, he cites “the pits.. the
Stockport Messenger... the hard-
ening of BT management and
their. injunction «against the
POEU”.
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Was the Cowley witch-hunt a
major factor in causing all this?
Or wasn’t it? Clearly his line of
thought is that the Cowley witch
hunt was a major turning point.

Wriggling around as Alan
Thornett does in his letter is also
a “very destructive way of condu-
cting a polemic” — and of condu-
cting political life in general.

On the Socialist League, Alan
Thornett evades my point: that

 
 
  

Be
Buckle. right winger who opposed witch-hunt

his criticism of the SL wasintern-
ally incoherent. On the one hand,
he mis-read and exaggerated the
forces and power behind the
witch-hunt; on the other he said
that this major effort by the rul-
ing class depended on. such small
beer of routine journalism as. find-
ing ‘an angle’, ‘personalities’, etc.

Of course the press needed ‘an
angle’. Alan Thornett is right
here, as far as it goes. ‘Red

Hazy data on smoking
SCIENCE

By Les Hearn

FOR THOSE who believe
thatthereis a rational basis
to: the activities of scien-
tists, a revelation in last
week’s New Scientist may
comeas a disappointment.

Following the controversy ab-
out the ‘Ultra-Low Tar’ cigar-
ettes that aren’t, New Scientist
decided to look further into the
way that official cigarette tar
league tables are established.

SO readers may recall that
cigarettes are tested using a
robot smoking machine, pro-
grammed to take a puff of two
seconds’ duration, once a min-
ute. These puffs are 35 cubic
centimetres (cc) in volume (ab-
out a mouthful).

NewScientistwas intrigued to
know the reasonfor thisparticu-
lar method,and askedscientists
at the laboratoryof the Govern-
ment Chemist. They thought 

the test was based on observa-
tions on people during the ’60s.

However,NStracedthe meth-
od back to the labs of American
Tobacco in 1936. Here, scien-
tists led by J.A.Bradford had
developed a machine to take
regular puffs of a cigarette until
it had burned to a standard
length. ,

Bradford thenlooked for some
research to determine the size
and frequency of. puffs, and
found a paper written by a
German. B.Pfyl. Pfyl had meas-
ured thevolume of smoke inhal-
ed perpuff for themassive num-
berof seven people.

He had found it to vary be-
tween 29 and 61 cc: Bradford
decided to use puffs of uniform
size, and chose 35cc. He then
assumeda puff lasting two sec-
onds,once a minute.

This guess remains the basis
for cigarette testing by the Brit-
ish government nearly 50 years
later, when cigarette size and
design have ‘changed drasti-
cally!

Meanwhile, morereliable re-
search is available. One study,
in 1980, looking at 517 medical
patients, found an average puff
size of 43.5 cc, lasting slightly
more than2 seconds, once every
25.8 seconds. These people
were, on average, inhaling three
times as much smoke per min-
ute as assumedin theofficial
test.

More smoke
This means that more of the

smoke from each cigarette goes
into the lungs, instead of
straight into the atmosphere, as
with less frequent puffing. The
different rate of burning will
also affect the type of tars pre-
sentin the inhaled smoke.

Of course, it may bethatthese
517 people are no more repre-
sentative of the average than the
seven in the 50-year-old German
study. After all, they were
medical patients — perhaps be-
cause of theirsmoking!

Butall this goes to show just

- the gases

how meaninglesstheofficial tar
tables are. The average of the
1980 study was probably taking

_in twice as much nicotine and
tar as the mythological model,
so the tar tables underestimate
risk for all but a minority of
smokers.

Instead of (or as well as) the
most realistic tar tables, smok-
ers need the fullest information
so they can -assess the risk
associated with their own parti-
cular way of smoking. :

FOOTNOTE: In California,’
with 10% ofthe US population,
lung cancer has overtaken
breast canceras a cause of death
in women. This year some 4100
women will die, a rate of 30 per
100,000. This is due to increased
cigarette smoking.

ASTRONOMERShave discover-
ed bizarre facts about Triton,
one of themoons of Neptune.

Unlike our moon, but like
some of the moons of Jupiter
and Saturn, Triton has an atmo-
sphere. However,it is unlikely
that life could survive there, as

present are nitrogen
and methane, both rather inert
substances.

Furthermore, as Triton is 30
times further from the sun than
us, it is so cold that there are
oceansof liquid nitrogen, prob-
ably with ‘land’ and ‘icebergs’
madeof solid methane.

AndfinallyTritonhas such an
odd orbit that once every 650
years it gets completely cut off.
from the sun’s rays and its
atmosphere liquefies and
shrinks to a-tiny volume. 325
years after such a super-winter,
Triton gets an unusually high
dose of sun, and the oceans
evaporate to expand the atmo-
sphere to 1000 times its mini-
mum size.

Steph’s’ press conference was ‘an
angle’, and was used.

But they can find or invent
‘angles’ — they do it all the time
just to spice up newspapers. If it
was really a decision by ‘BL,
along with the.media and the
government’ to launch a ‘massive
witch-hunt’ against socialists in in-

dustry generally, then they could
certainly have found fuel.

Alan Thornett asserts that
it is within the boundsof‘fratern-

=< al solidarity’ and not ‘sectarian
% intent’ to criticise the SL (as he
2 did) when the witch-huntis only
% beginning to die down, for daring

to try to have their say at a press
conference; but it is outside these
bounds to criticise the political
content of their press conference
some weeks later, when the
witch-huntis clearly over.

He attacks them arbitrarily
for disagreeing with him on the
tactical issue of whetherto lie low
physically or not: he then attacks
me as sectarian for commenting
on their decision to lie low politi-
cally, to disavow themselves pub-
licly. :

Another contrast: he criticises
the SL for daring to have the
impulse to make a stand, while
praising Buckle — andridiculous-
ly exaggerating his role — for
making a stand. I can’t under-
stand anyofthis.

Perhaps the key to the whole
dispute is in Alan Thornett’s final
two paragraphs: “Jack - Cleary

~should be playing up (his emphas-
is) the significance of BL, not
playing it down” — becauseit has
“a significant and long-established
tradition of Trotskyism within
it”.

Whenheaccuses meof playing
down BL, he meansI don’t agree
with some things he says in his
letter, such as that the BL man-
agement is “the single most im-
portant industrial asset the capi-
talist class have”. “The very fact
that it was BL who sacked the 15
in this way was absolutely not by
chance. It may have come up ina
‘haphazard’ way, but it was not
dealt with as such. It was dealt
with with all the authority BL

NHOr

management has amongst the -

employers, and they were all
strengthenedbyit”.

Not Cowley management, he
asserts, but only the central BL
management (possibly, from what
Alan Thornett says elsewhere,
after consulting the Cabinet)
could decide to sack 13 sitting

“ducks who had little chance of
  

Sendletters to Socialist Organiser,
' 28 Middle Lane, London N8. No
longer than 400 wordsplease:
longerletters are liable to be cut.

UNa
Join theLabour Committee on Ireland.
BM Box 5355, London WCIN 3XX

 
 
  
 

getting even tokenstrike action in
their defence!

There are bits and pieces of
truth scattered in this, butit is all
‘exaggerated and distorted, accord-
ing (J suppose) to Alan Thornett’s
injunction to “play up BL”. To
describe BL managementas ‘the
single most important industrial
asset’ is perilously close to’ the
‘bad King John’ theory of history
— capitalist class powercertainly
‘needs ruthless men, but serious
class struggle issues are decided by
something “more fundamental
than the personal qualities of
managers.

It is not that I play down
or deny the importance of the
‘Edwardes Revolution’ in BL, but
that Alan Thornett paints his pic-
ture with no sense of proportion,
perspective or balance. Indeed, he
openly disavowsand condemns
objectivity.

But if you decide in advance
that, for whatever reason, you are
going to play something up or
down before you analyse the
facts, then you part company
withMarxism. You necessarily in-
crease the risk of getting lost in
your own wishes, dreams, fears
and fantasies. As someone prob-
ably said, don’t play up, don’t
play down,first understand.

First work out. and define
what is happening and your own
objective place in it — and then
map out what you can do to
affect what happens next. The
fact that there is a. ‘Trotskyist
tradition’ at Cowley has no
proper bearing on what we are
discussing.

A BL-centred or Oxford-centr-
ed view of the world is inevitably
a distorted one — as useless as the
view that the sun revolves around
the: earth, and pretty close to
beingits political equivalent.

‘Story-lining’ for clear presen-
tation is very important: but if it
is not woven around a framework
of determinedly objective assess-
ment of how things in the world
really stand, then such story-
weaving is the weaving of ideolog-
ical cataracts on our own eyes.

On this issue Alan: Thornett
has mistaken the art. of weaving
facets and impressions ofreality
tgether into a plausible story

_

around the axis of one’s own pre-
conceptions, for the job of mak-
ing an objective Marxist assess-
ment of reality. These are very
different arts.

JACK CLEARY,London.
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TUC,Labourconferences:

Swing toright
strengthensbosses

THE post-electionperiod
has seen a significant shift
.o the right in the TUC and
Labour Party conferences.

The shift represents the
reactionof both the Labour
Party and trade union lead-
ers to Labour’s election
defeat. :

They are now determined to
win thenext election at any cost.
This involves, as theyhave seen °

it since June 9, establishing and
consolidating a centre-right
leadership of the party; the pro-
motion of a ‘unity’ platform
around it; the neutralisation of
che left; and moves to begin
systematically to change the
‘left’ policies which the right
wing see as having contributed -

to theelection defeat.
Since the shift to the right at

the TUC Congress was a"central
part of this process,all this has
significant. implications for the
industrial situation.

After the election Arthur
Scargill’s correct, although
demagogic, call to ‘fight them
on the picket lines’ was cast
contemptuously aside by the
trade union leaders and the TUC
itself, despite the fact that
Scargill’sstatement found signi-
ficant support in the working
class.

.

Determined
The TUC were determined

.
that the
what they wanted to see inside
the Labour Party would be an
absence of industrial struggles
against the Government.(or
against the employers for that
natter, since. such struggles
vould tend to strengthen the
2ft in the Party and disrupt the
unity’ drive).

Thus in the post-election
period the TUC have added
reason to oppose—struggles,
oer and above their betrayals
1 theTories’first term of office,
*hich flowed from their reform-
= politics.

A number of factors helped
72 right wing in the TUC
“tive iheir objective at the
sqteriter oonference. Some of
wese Tevaors mvt Tac 4 lasting
=> samceess eee oe
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This is the second part of a
two-part analysis of the
current industrial situation by
ALAN THORNETT.Last
week’sarticle looked at some
lengthat theproblemsfacingthestruggle in

*
the coal indus-

try. This week Alan looks at
the impact on theshop floor
of thepolitical shift by trade
union and Labour leaders.

right wing to seriously isolate
’ the left.

It started with the political
victimisationof theCowley 13 —

which may have come up to
some extent by chance, but
was then used skilfullyby both
BL management and the media
to promote a campaign of anti-

‘ communism.
This had some impact in sig-

nificantly increasing the isola-
tion of militants in industries
where the struggle is sharp,
since they were increasingly
seen as outsiders.

It continued and was built up
further by Scargill’s visit to the
USSR just before the TUC Con-
gress, and then focused on the
South Korean jet.

These developments®ecame
the basis both for a pro-Reagan
resolution on the Korean jet
at thebeginningof the Congress
and for Frank Chapple’s strident
anti-communist opening speech
which very muchset the tone of
theconference.

Chapple could suddenly be
presented as a major TUCleader
speaking for the TUC, and not
an ultra-right on th frin,ges.

This left Scargiliifandthe left
beleaguered andon the defens-
ive, although of course still
retaining much support amongst
the rank andfile.

These retreats are in sharp
contrast to the mood within the
workingclass where, despite the
pressure of mass unemploy-
ment, the General Election
result and the successes of the
employers’ offensive, therehave
been a number of tenacious
struggles amongst sections of
workers, some of which have
scored important victories:
Greenings and Michelin are
eramples.

Tke decision of the NUJ
sIecutive to resist the injunc-

fj taking placein thecoal industry.

 
The emergence of right winger
Alastair Graham {CPSA) summed
up thisyear’s TUC.

tion at the Stockport Messenger
reflected this mood: other
struggles like Vauxhall have
been demobilisedby the leader-
ship but have shown the poten-
tial. The current strikes in the
pits — at Monktonhall and
Cronton — show this as well, as
does the determination of the
Chloridestrikers.

All this result. in a wholly
negative TUC Congress. The
only time the platforin came tolife.was when something left
was said. and the right wing
sprangto attackit.

It created the right conditions
for the decisions to enter into-
talks withTebbit (from the posi-
tion that the ‘only’ way to
change theTebbitproposals was
to talk to him and persuade
him to change them!),to loosen
links withthe Labour Party, and
implicitly move away from uni-
lateralism.

Comingafter theTory election
victory whichitself strengthened
the employers, the retreats,
however, added to the employ-
ers’ confidence. The result. has
been a very significant sharpen- ©

ing of theemployers’offensive.
This has come bothin terms of

a sharpening of the attacks of
theemployers themselvesat the
point of production, and through
their willingness to use Prior
and Tebbitin thecourts.

The Cowley 13 reflectedit; the
massive speed-up imposed on
parts of Cowley since then
reflects it; the Stockpo.‘
Messenger injunction reflected
it very clearly; the current situa-
tion in the Post Office and BT
reflects it even more, both
through the victimisation of aleading postal worker militant
in Basingstoke for alleged
time-|peeping offences and~ of
course the currentsituation with
thetelecom engineers.

In BT a previously relatively
soft-line management has been
given the job of implementingthe major single privatisation
move of the Tory government.
After months of a careful soft
approachtheyhave decided that
nowis the time to put the boot
in and create a confrontation.

They proceeded to send 2000
workers home until the POEU
was prepared to remove the
sanctions...

At the same time Michael
Edwardes, now running the
Mercury project, took a High
Court injunction to restrain the
POEU from taking sanctions
against Mercury orits backers.

Politically,however, the most
fundamental development is

Tan MacGregoris now in con-
trol of the National Coal Board
and is programmed to do to”

jobs and conditions there what
he has already done in BL and
thesteel industry.

Even before he had taken
office, however, the success of

‘the management offensive and
the virtual collapse of the Scar-
gill leadership in the face of it
has been a very major and
central gain for the Thatcher
government, a collapse which
has a serious effect on the whole
workingclass. (Thiswas covered
in detail in last week’s article).

The Tory bandwag-on-has gone forward in one
industry after another.
- Shipbuilding workers have
been told that there will be no
pay increases this year unless
they are tied to job losses, and
thisunder conditionswhere they
have had norise for 18 months.

Oneyard willbe closed on the
Tyne, and British Shipbuilders
want a further 2000 jobs to go.
Two yards on the Tyneare ear-
markedfor privatisation.

The employers are demanding
an endto all so-called restrictivepracticesand are proposing new
working conditions along the
lines of those demanded at
Highland Fabricators at Nigg
recently.

In thewater industry the em-
ployers are demanding an end
‘to the closed shop even before
the Tebbit provisions on the
closed shop have come into
force.

It is clearly a preparatory
Move, and must be seen as
Governmentpolicy for thepublic
sector. Wholesale moves to
break up the closed shop would
pose a very major problem for
thetrade union movement.

All this does not imply that
Tory industrial strategy will con-
tinue to be successful any more
than it implies that the rightwing in the TUC or the Labour
Party willremain on top.

Vauxhall car workers have
recently shown how quicklystruggles can emerge (and how
quickly they meet the same
problemsofleadership).

  

o
 

- BritishTelecom:,relativelysoft management turningto a hard line
The new Tory cuts in the

NHS,representing the real Tory
position after a lying election
campaign, are probably the big-
gest singleattackon theworking
class by direct decision of the
Government. 5000 jobs are to go
and massive privatisation put
into effect.

Hostile

We are now being told the
shapeof the future NHS, and it
is nothinglike what has existed
for the past 30 years. This goesalongside drastic cuts in the
social services and education,
with moves towards cuts in
DHSSbenefits..

There is little chance of the
NHScuts going throughwithout
serious opposition. Indeed, the
NHSis likely t6 be one of the
major areas of struggle against
the government in the presentperiod.

Thehostilereaction to the lat- °

est cuts goes very deep and be-
yond the labour movement, al-
though Tories protesting at the
Tory Party conference of course
were calling for the sacking of
ancillary workers rather than

:medical staff.
~. The resistance of District
Health Authorities like Brent is
significant, but they are beingreplaced. Their stand, there-
fore, is- meaninglees, unless
backed up by the trade union
movement,

Where a clear lead has been
given, the response has been
very strong. Hackney, Lewis-
ham, Hillingdon,Stockport and
Northumberland: have all seen

important mobilisations. In
Cardiff, health workers have
struck demanding more staff.
The possibilityis raised of fight-
ing to reverse someofthecuts.

In Bradford, the Thornton
Viewhospital occupation points
the way forward against-closur-
es. It is a very powerful occupa-
tion, with a remarkable degree
of workers’ control. Manage-
ment have been removed from
the site, and forced to ‘recog-
nise’ and negotiate with the
occupation committee. This
strength points towards other
workers’ control demands —

like opening the books -of the
‘health authorities — which are
capable of developing thestrug-gle still further.-

The basis clearly exists: for a
nationalmovement against NHS
cuts. It is an area where the TUC
can be challenged to halt the
retreat and make a stand.

Local campaigns based “on
trades councils,Labourcouncils,
community health councils and
labour movement  organisa-
tions could play a major role in
this.

It is plain that the emergence
of major struggles in the NHS
or elsewhere would have a sig-
nificant impact on the ‘political
situation and pose the possibil-
ity of challenging the retreats of
the trade union leaders.

It would give the opportunity
for Marxists to intervene and
give a lead which starts not from
class collaboration in the face of
the economiccrisis, or the Parl-
iamentary considerations of the
right wing of the Labour Party,
but from the independentinter-
ests of theworkingclass.

Workingalliance?
THE NEWTriple Alliance
pamphlet, ‘Coal, Rail and
Steel: Fighting for the
future’, launched at the
Labour Party conference,
did manageto includein its
9-point programme -sup-
porting industrial action if
any of the industries were
threatened.

But the Yorkshire TripleAlliance ~ conference in
Barnsley on September
October 15 showed that we
will have noneof that if the
bureaucratsget theirway.

- Only two motions were allow--
ed, both of them fixed weeks
previously by a meeting of full-
timers and bothof them design-ed to makethe Triple Alliance
a body which merely collects
relevant information and pub-lishes it so as to ‘convincethe
public’ of the need for the three
basic industries.

As Yorkshire mineworkers’

"

president JackTaylorsaid at the
beginningof theOctober 15 con-
ference, ‘‘Thisis not a conferen-
ce calling for industrial action,
but looking for consensus... We
are providingwhat we believeis
an asset to our nation and to our
people”’‘And Sandy Feather of the
steel union ISTC offered us this
ray of hope, ‘‘George Younger
is the favourite candidate for
Parkinson’s job at the Depart-
mentof Trade and Industry. He
waspart of the TripleAlliance
in Scotland. Let’s hope hefights
for: Ravenscraig in that job’’.
With that perspective, what do
we hope for now that Tebbit’s
gotthejob?

From the floor, however, the
tone wasdifferent. ‘‘We’vetried
all the other ideas but strike
action’’. ‘Getting the point over
to the membership is more im-
portant than getting it across
to thepublic’’.

“‘Two years ago in this room
wetalked about getting it down
to the grassroots — we’re still
talking about it’’. ‘Either we
take on theTories andstrike, or

wepackuptheTriple Alliance”
“‘We need pamphlets, leaflets,
communication,organisation and a national
conference’”’

An executive was agreed. The
platform originally wanted it to
bemadeup ofjustone full-timer
from each of the seven unions,but underpressure they agreed
that it could also include one
lay delegate fromeachunion.

Theseunion bureaucratshave
sat on the Triple Alliance long
enough, and left to themselves
they will continue to do: so,occasionallyputting out a state-
ment but doing nothing to de-
fend ourjobs and industries.

Every wayof putting pressure
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rank and file:

on them must be applied, and-
every avenue sought to find
ways of linking up the activists
in the various industries and
unions, to exchange information
and buildup organisation.Only then can we begin to
resist closures and job losses
and build a Triple Alliance that
means an alliance for action
ratherthan a meansoftrying to
persuadetheTories.



 

 

Industrial
iP exeaoy
   1460 TGWU and 900 AUEW
workers at Shell’s biggest UX
refinery," Stanlow (Cheshire),
began an all-out strike on Tues-
day 18 October, thecom-
pany’s.4.6% ‘‘final’’payoffer..

This. escalation from a
previously imposed overtime
ban came -in response to
Management provocation in’
taking disciplinary actionthe
weekend before against a night
shiftworker.

TGWU members at Shell-
haven, in Essex, also began an
overtime ban on Saturday 22
October, and seem likely to
movetostrike actionthemselves
in support of the pay claim,
dependenton theoutcome of “a
delegate meeting in Manchester
(Monday 24 October)of all Shell
UK shop stewaras. Incidentally,
directors have beengiven a 17%
pay increase'thisyear!

eeene

From Monday 24 October the
National Association of Colliery
Overmen, Deputies and Shot-
firers (NACODS)are withdraw-
ing ‘‘safetycoverage’’ at Monk-
tonhall colliery in support of the
five week NUMstrikethereover

|closure.
aeESES

Since government moves. to
rescind the Fair Wages Resclu-
tion on September21, described
by them as ‘‘.

. .
irrelevant in

modern conditions,-was out of
step withgovernmentalthinking
on market forces, it created an
anomalous differential between
public andprivate contracts,and
it hampered productivity bar-
gaining’’ cleaning companies
have. started cutting wages by
10% or more, and reducing
working conditions of cleaners
{mostly women). who are
employed on government con-
tracts, in response to demands
for savings in department
budgets.

SeEES

The Northumberlandand Tyne-
and-Wear Regional Health
Authority,have agreed inprin-
ciple to a restructuring seheme
for the area’s ambulance ser-
vice. One of their programme’s
principal features is a two-tier
service separating accident. and
emergency services from
domestic patient transport. The
proposals which are separate
from cuts,imposed as a result of
new government restrictions
include a 37% reduction in
vehicles,and a 19% reduction in
ambulance crews. This in fact

“means. crews being reduced
from 577 to 467; officers being
reduced from 95 to 78; depots
from 29 to 24 and ambulances
from 256to 161.

SeEKE

35,500 firefighters, and fire
control officers have been
awarded a. 7.8% increase on
basic wages, more than twice
the government’s 3% pay limit
set for public sector wage rises.
However, taking into account
allowances on top of basic wage
rates this reduces to 7.58% and
from November 1, by another
2% to 5.58% because of a
second stage of an employee
pension contribution increase
comingintoeffect.

ERKEKE
s

IND COOPE Brewery (Burton-
on-Trent) is cutting its work-
force by 400 over the next five
years.

Metal Boxis to make a further
355 people (after recent job
losses) redundant at five of its
factoriesin itsgeneral line metal
packaging division. Since April
1980 the company has shut 15
plants in the UK and reduced
employment by more than
10,000 to 22,500.

AS WE go to press, it appears.
that British Telecom manage-
ment have pulled back from the
threatened ing of 19 Post
Office Engineering Union mem-
bersat Walton-on-Thames.

This — at least temporary —

stay of execution appears to be
part of the re-thinkof manage-
menttactics following the body-
blow of last Friday's£3 High Court
judgment, which denied an in-

’ junction to restrain the POEU
fromits industrialaction.

_The private telecommunica-
tions consortium, Mercury,fail-
ed to secure a court order de-
manding the POEU lift its
‘blacking’of work on the inter-
connection of Mercury with the
BT network.

The injunction had been
pursued under Norman Tebbit’s
1982 anti-unionlaws. The failure
to.secure court intervention at
this stage has plainly shocked
hothMercury and BT."thesack-
ings — designed as a brutalfollow-up to the e injun-
ction — wouldhave forced

Bosses dismayed
by court ruling

POEU leaders either to escal-
ate the dispute far beyond the
present ‘selective’ action, or
to allow militants to be picked
off and victimised one by one
for implementingunion poli

The union’s general secre-
tary, Bryan Stanley, came out
confidently from the court —

andboastedthatselective action
would go on.

But what would he and his
right-wing friends have done if
the judgment had — as expect-
ed by many — gone the other

-way? Whatwill they doif it is
reversed on appeal. or in the
House of Lords? ,

Rather than simply cele-
brating the judgment, POEU
militants should be maintaining
the fight for a national ban on
overtime and other policies
which can spread the action to
involve the whole membership
and create conditions to repel
thenext, inevitableround of the
bosses’ offensive on their jobs
andconditions.
 BL ducks out of
Thornett case

IN AN eleventh-hour out-of-
court settlement prior to an
Industrial Tribunal hearing, BL
management have paid £8,000
compensation to sacked Cowley
militantAlan Thornett.

Thornett is a nationallyknown
Trotskyist,and had been a long-
standing shop steward in the
Cowley plant (which he helped
to unionise), and was an elected,
Deputy Convenor denied recog-
nitionby management.

He was summarilysacked by
management last - November,
using a trivial driving infringe-
ment as their pretext for a
brazenvictimisation. *

Any prospect of action in
Thornett’s defence was blocked
by deft manoeuvring from
TGWUDistrict Secretary David
Buckle, who failed to make anypublic statement in Thornett’s
support and refused to attend
thecrucial mass meeting which
decided foror againsta strike.

Only after this avenue of
struggle was firmly closed did
Thornett agree to go to the
Industrial Tribunal — armed
withevidencethatBL conscious-
ly planned his sacking well in
advance, but aware that the
most thatcould be gained was a
sum of compensation, since BL
have refused in the past to rein-
state unfairly dismissed
militants.

In one case, that of Cowley
worker Dennis, Kilgariff, the
Tribunal found” 100% in his
favour and ordered his rein-
statement. BL refused — and in
 

By Harry Sloan’
the event was ordered to pay
£8,250 compensationinstead. -

Theout-of-court £8,000 settle-
ment in Thornett’s case is there-
fore a clearadmission of guiltby
thecompany.

 
 

  
  
   
 

SocialistOrganiser no.152:October27.1983 Page 15  
  
  
 
  
  
 

LAST Friday’s special delegate
conference of the National Union
of Mineworkers, held in London,
voted unanimously to begin a
national overtime ban from
October 31 in protest against the
5.2% pay offer made by the
National Coal Board and the
NCB’s programmeofpit closures.

The decision was another
serious retreat from the fight to
save jobs in the industry. The
decision does nothing to support
the miners at. Monktonhall in
Scotland. and Cronton in_Lan-
cashire, who have been onstrike
for many weeks defending their
jobs against closure.

In fact no specific decision at
all was taken in support of those
pits who had been told that their
appeals for support would be
considered at the conference and
who now face a very serious prob-
lem ofisolation.

“114})
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NUM militants lobby theSpecial ConferenceMiners ban overtime
A delegation from Cronton

which lobbied the conference was
bitter that no lead had been given
to the ‘conference by the leader-
ship of the NUM. who put no
recommendatignatall.

Scargill, however, turned this
failure of leadership into a virtue
by saying that the overtime ban
represented the grass rootsreac-
tion of miners against the closure
programme.

There is, perhaps,some truth
in that, but it only reemphasises
that the responsibilityof the
leadership was to take that reac-
tion, give it confidence and
lead it towards some real action
that does stand a chance of.defendingjobs,

The reaction of Ian MacGregor
to the overtime ban was predict-
ably arrogant. He hasstocks equal
to six months production of the

“entire industry behind him and it
is organised to give even longer
cover at. strategic points like
power stations. He knowsthathe
can sit backand see the worthless-
ness and divisive nature of the
overtime ban doits job.

In true Edwardesstylehe said
he was quite prepared to sit out
the overtime ban andthe only
losers would be the miners at
Christmas and he was very sorry
for them. He said the “enormous-
ly generous” offer he had made
would not be improved. ‘We have
told the boys thatit is the best we
can do for themand it seems to
methatit is-going to takealittle
time for them to understand
that.”

If this style of managementis
going to be defeated in the coal
mining industry the present
tetreat of the NUMleadership will
haveto be reversed.
 Shipyards: unite andfight!

FRIDAY: 28 October is. the date,
when delegates from all British
Shipbuilders yards will be faced
with the decision to recommend
action against management
attacks.on jobs, wages and work-
ing conditions or give in and pre-
pare themselves for 9,000 redun-
dancies, a wage freeze, casual
labour andprivatisation.

At a shop stewards combine
committee in Carlisle last Satur-
day, the reports coming back
from the yards thathad held mass
meetings was that management’s
proposals had been rejected unan-
imously with a majority of .the
yards who werestill to hold mass
meetings confident ofa similar
result.

Before the lay delegates con-
ference the Shipbuilding Negoti-
ating Committee will be meeting
to decide on what recommenda-

:tion to put to the conference.
There are a numberoflay dele-
gates on this committee and
they will be pushing for a recom-
mendation to give full support

to the Shipbuilding Negotating
Committee on any action neces-
sary to achieve 2 realistic wage
tise and also support for the
previous decisions to oppose

enforced redundancies.
The reports from some yards

seem to indicate that there is-
room for discussion on manage-
ment proposals if they come up
 100 support

Carousel fight
100 people turned up to a public

‘meeting in Shettleston (Glasgow)
last week in support of the
Carousel strikers, whose fight for
reinstatement is now in its
fifteenth week. The meeting was
addressed by the local MP, union
representatives, and the strikers
themselves.

Unfortunately, though, the
support for the meeting has not
been matched by support for the
weekly mass pickets, attendance

Esso sold out
THESIX weekold strikeby Esso
(Fawley)contractworkers ended
last Thursday, October 13, with
the strikers voting two to one
for a return to work on the basis
of thecompany’soriginaloffer.

The employer conceded no-
thing on workers’ claims for a

.38. hour week and pension
‘scheme. The only concession
was an extra 2% on basic. pay
Fates starting next January.
Since. the annual agreement
nominally runs from July, even
this is not thegain it appears.

Naturally enough the sell-out
deal was fixed up through the
government arbitration service
ACAS,called in two weeks agobyConfed Area

&
officialswith a

brief to negotiate a quick settle-
ment. :

Despite a lot of scabbing. by
refinery workers, the real turn-
ing point in this dispute came
the moment two hundred pick-.

ets took possession of- the
TGWUregionaloffices in South-
ampton (see SO148).

From this point on, the local
union hierarchy tried every. trick
in the book to dissipate and
sabotage the workers’ control
of theirstrike.

Masspickets
For example, scheduled mass

pickets that attracted hundreds
of supporters were then split
up into sectional mass meetings.

It is a disgrace thatneither at
- nationalnoratlocal level did the
TGWUattemptto enforce black-
ing of Esso products.

In fact,oil tanker drivers were
clearly under union instructions
to bust Fawleypicketlines.

Pickets who bravely set up an
alternative blockade. on oil
tanker movements had

_
to

contend with violent threats

from cowardly shop stewards
-as well as the usual cop harass-
ment.

For bothcontractworkers and
trade unions, this defeat will
have serious repercussions.

Esso have a £20 million
investment plan well advanced
for Fawley refinery. Manage-
mentare intent on smashingthe
existing site agreement, and
this can only mean replacing it
by. the so-called ‘national agree-
ment’ lately accepted by unions
such as theAUEW and EETPU.

This includes provision for
bonus schemes that favourcraft
workers whereas contract labour
workingon nominatedsites will
find earnings are drastically
reduced.

For these workers, it is vital
thattheycontinue to defend and
extend hard-won workplacecon-
ditions. This is the only way to
win thedisputes of tomorrow.

 
at which continues to ‘remain
limited, despite the official back-
ing of the TGWU.

And last week also saw the
first test case of those sacked go
before an industrial tribunal for a
preliminary hearing to see
whetheror not there was a case to
be answered.

The tribunal, as with a similar
dispute at Glencroft Knitwear in
Glasgow two years ago,ruled that
there is nocase to answer.

The woman whose dismissal
came up before the tribunal
dropped out of the dispute after
losing -her- case, as, too, has a
second striker after getting
another job, leaving just eight to
carry on thefight.

An additional blow to the
strike occurred last week when
two vans made deliveries to the
firm late on Saturday night, at a
time when there were no pickets
at the factory gates.

What the vans were supplying,
and from which firm, is not
known.

On a more positive note,
however, the Cooperative Whole-
sale Society in Glasgow have now
decided to withdraw all stocks of
Carousel wafers from its shelves,
and send them back to the fac-
tory as well as refusing to take
any more supplies from the
factory until the sacked strikers
are reinstated.

And despite recent setbacks,
the strikers have no intention of
throwing in the towel. On the
contrary, theyare stepping up
their -action by organising a
demonstration through Shettle-
ston on Saturday 5 November.

For details of the demon-
stration, requests for speakers,
phone Carousel

-
strike head-

quarters on 041-763 0922.

with an acceptable. wage rise.
This idea leaves room open for

. splits between the yards.
The issues of jobs, wages and

working conditions have to be
linked if the fightback is going to
be effective.

Moves have already been made
to take the Tyne ship repair
workers out of the fight by
getting them to take the redun-
dancy money with an indication
by the management planning to_
take over the yards and run them
as a private concern, that they
will get theirjobs back.

Instead of putting forward
recommendations on howto fight
back against British Shipbuilders
attacks, most yards: have just
pledged their support for the
SNC in what ever -action they
propose.

Those who support this line
should remember what happened
to the Robb Caledon yard whenit
was faced with closure. At that
time the SNC proposed an over-
time ban and a strike on Monday
of each week. Meanwhile a deal
was madeto sell off the yard to
Kestrel Marine with many of. the
workers there being thrown on
the dole.

The yards have got to support
the previously agreed action of
taking over the yards. We have
also got to build the links with
other sections of workers facing
similar attacks such as: the health
workers and -the miners. 
i ‘Save theMole’ cam-

a paign. 25p or £2 for
ten, from N.Barstow
165 Liverpool Rd,
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Piling the
heaton
Nicaragua

RONALD Reagan’s hypocritical
attack on ‘“‘left wing thugs” as a
pretext for his ‘brutal invasion of —

Grenada contrasts vividly with US
support for extreme right wing
thugs in the ruling junta of El
Salvador and ClA-run mercenary
forcesharassing the Nicaraguan
Sandinista regime.

Indeed prior to the upheavals
in Grenada which gave Reagan an
opportunity to implement long-
standing CIA-Pentagon plans for
the invasion, Nicaragua was quiteclearly in the front line of resis-
tance to US aggression.

Bands of gunmen organised,
financed and controlled by the
CIA have for many months been
mounting cross-border raids into
Nicaragua from bases in Honduras
in the North and Costa Rica in’
the south.

Bombed
Most recently, in moves which

Washington has proudly admitted
were planned by the CIA, Nicar-
aguan oi! ports and installations
have been bombedand sabotaged,
with-claims that mines have been
laid to obstruct oil tankers arriv-
ing from the country’s sole sup-plier, Mexico.

The result of thishas been the
announcementby Esso thatit will
no longer carry oil to Nicaragua,
while freight rates for the trip,
have already quadrupled and may
go as high as ten times the
previous $90,000pertrip.

The Sandinistas -have been
forced to bring in severe measures
to cut fuel and electricity con-
sumption — including a cut in the
working week from 5% days to
five, cutbacksin streetlighting and

_airconditioning, .and rationing of
petrol anddiesel.

Grave danger
The regime has stated it may

be forced to evacuate the whole
25,000 population of the oil port
of Corinto, who would be in gravedanger if raiders were to blow up
gasoline and diesel tanks.

Significantly it has been this
selective

_

hit and run action
against economic targets — which
also include power plants and
Nicaragua’s gold mining industry
~ which has scored the most
dramatic successes for the USA.

Until recently,- the claimed
force of some x000 Honduran-
based “contra” guerrillas had
failed dismally to make any head-
way in the more populated areas
of Nicaragua or win any measure
of popular support. They -have
been beaten back by Sandinistaarmy and militiaunits.

Politically they are recogniséd
as reactionary left-overs of the
hated Somozadictatorship ousted

(Dayschool| Osfand AGM |&
a Annual General Meeting,

|

g Sunday October 30 at
@ County Hall, London

SE1. Day school on org-
anising for the politics of
Socialist Organiser, Satur-
day October 29, Crouch
Hill Recreation Centre,
Hillrise.Road, London
N19. Details from SO, 28
Middle Lane, London N8ivdenssnenessencesesnoned

By Harry
Sloan

by the Sandinistas in 1979.
Despite the very real problems of
the Nicaraguan economyand the
shortcomings of the Sandinista
leadership, the working people of
Nicaragua are prepared to fight
rather than face the reimposition
by the contras of a US puppetdictatorship.

With the situation of the
blockaded, sabotaged and piti-
fully weak Nicaraguan economyincreasingly desperate, there is no
doubt that if Reagan gets away
with the invasion of Grenada, the
pressures on the Sandinistas —

and the dangers of a US-inspired
Honduran invasion — will be sub-
stantially increased.

Great urgency
And — as the Grenadan exper-jence shows — neither Cuba nor

the USSR can be relied upon to
provide military support if such
an invasion takes place.

The international workers’
movement must take up with
great urgency the fight in defence
of Nicaragua and Grenada.

UShands off Central America!
Troopsout of Grenada!

Scenes in Managua during theNicaraguan revolution
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IT WASthe biggest political
demonstration any of us have
seen in Britain. Police esti-
mates of 200,000-250,000
were plainly conservative.

So indeed - were a_ fair
numberof the demonstrators.
Ironic cheers greeted one
group of “Tories Against
Cruise and Trident”placards,
while Christian and ecological
contingents pulled out forces
seldom if ever seen in politic-al life.

Grenada — from page 1
forces invade a Commonwealth
country, pushing aside the
objections of the British govern-
ment.

That should see off what’s
left of the Falklands Factor in
British politics.

.The Caribbean states are
bitterly divided about the

Recowserne:
 
 

Socialists, pacifists,liberals
and not so liberals — all con-

.verged on bus and rail
stations, bringinghuge queues
and bumper takings. The
London tube systemstruggled to cope withunpre-
cedented Saturday crowds.

They camefrom all over —

and there were some rarely
seen contingents. “Historians
against the Bomb” complain-
ed about the threat to their
livelihoodsif world historyis

       

ended by nuclear holocaust.“Eighteenth century fopsagainst the Bomb” seemed to
have a less defined
gramme — but appeared at
least as clear on the issue and
the next step forward as
many of the Hyde Park plat-form speakers.

Gesture
Indeed for many of the

demonstrators, October 22

{£800 short!

pro-

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

invasion. Trinidad and Tobago
is opposed to it and Forbes
Burnham of Guyana has talkedie but significantly about send-Bing Guyanese soldiers to defend
the integrity of Grenada.

a The disgusting hypocrisy and
double standards in play whena Reagan, for example, denounces

i the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
are now going to be visible toa more people than at any time
since the Vietnam war ended in
1975.

In Britain the main casualty of
Reagan’s invasion, apart from
Thatcher’s cheap Churchillian
pretences that Britain is a gréat
power, is the credibility of US
guarantees that there will be joint
US—British control. of US missiles
in Britain. Even Dennis Healey
has asked what credence now be
given to such guarantees. None at
all.

We must raise -a storm of
opposition in Britain to the
invasion und in support of the
Labour Party’s demand that. the
government should condemn the
invasion, and-around the demand
for the withdrawaloftheinv:adingarmies — West Indian as well asUS — from Grenada.

TWO cheques from York supporters arrived just in time to
more than treble our fund total thisweek: from £8 to £28.

Donations of £10 from Carolyn Lord, and £10 froma Richard Bayley were added to a £5- donation from Birming-a ham; £2from supporters in South East London, and £1a broughtiin by Simon Templefor extra papersales.
He So we close the October fund at £197.50: EIGHT
Wf HUNDRED POUNDSshort of our target!!!
HB Our £1,000 target isn’t just a round figure plucked out of

the air, a nice sum to buy some luxuries. We rely on that
E £1,000 to buy vital supplies for our weekly socialist news-

paper.: The need for a socialist newspaper can hardly ever have
been more obvious; we’re not just fighting the effects thea working class will suffer from a re-elected Thatcher govern-Hf ment in Britain — one. lookat our front page will show theBf extent of the furces we're fighting.

: It’s up to every comrade who supports us in that fight to
dig into their pockets now. Bring your donations to the AGM,J so we can start Novemberwith a healthy boost,ask everyone

@ who buys a paper this week for an extra donation, and get
your moneyin thepost no later thanTuesday morning.

a It’s up to all comradeswhosupport the fight for socialism
i to show their suppport with donations now. We can’t win

socialism with wordsalone.. Donations to 214 Sickert Court, Essex Road, London N1
2SY. —

 
was a final gesture of resis-
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tancebefore what theysaw as .

-

the inevitable deployment_of
Cruise missiles next month.

But that anti-war senti-
ment and hostility to nuclear
barbarism need not be
allowed to die away. A stub-
born defence of unilateralism
and a continuing fight for
labour movement action is
vital to prevent the momen-
tum beinglost.

See page 3

Monthly Funder
GROUP August, Sept

and.October

Glasgow 20.50
Edinburgh 26.00
Liverpool 40.00
Manchester 141.00
Rochdale 33.00
Stockport 15.00
Wirral 20.75
Durham 11.85
Halifax 13.20
Harrogate 14.50
Huddersfield :

Hull 38.00
Leeds 32.50
Leicester 15.75
Sheffield 45.70
York 30.00
Birmingham 71.00
Coventry 166.10
Northampton 10.00
Nottingham 53.90
Stoke 23.40
Basingstoke . 1.50
Oxford 108,24
Cardiff 205.47
NW London 53.30
Hackney
Haringey 58.00
Hounslow 34.75
Islington 88.50
SE London 50.60
E. London 48.50
Southwark 79.50
Others 483.94
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