
 

IMPERIALIST intervention
— above all by US forces —

to prop up the feeble Leban-
ese Phalangist governmenthas
been seriously stepped up.

When on Friday 16th the
Lebanese air force flew its firstbattle mission in ten years, onefighter was lost and -another
damaged. The damaged fightersought the safety of the British
base at Akrotiri in Cyprus.

That week French _fighter-bombers flew “reconnaissance
sorties over Druze and Syrianpositions”, British jets overflew
Beirut, two frigates of the US 6th
Fleet were shelling Druze posi-tions, Marines were involved in
street gun battles in South Beirut
and others were with Lebanese
government forces in the Chouf
mountains, and US planes flew
“reconnaissance missions” from
the aircraft carrier Eisenhower.

The early shelling from the
6th Fleet was justified by claim-
ing that the shells which fell near
the US. Embassy ‘and US Marine
Positions were ‘“‘an imminent
danger to US lives”. This line of
easoning has now been dropped

US guns pound Druzepositions
e Chouf mougptainsas part of

ort to support government
attempting to hold the
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by Andrew Hornung
tingent of the “multinational
peacekeeping force” could be
shelled. Given the size of Lebanon
this line could justify an attack on
any position in the country. What
is clearly part ofa US offensive in
support of the Gemayel govern-
ment is thus being hypocritcally
labelled “a necessary defensive
effort.”

;The double+talk is necessaryfor US home consumption. There,has been muchcriticism in the US
of-ReaganforillegallycommittingUS troops to fight in Lebanon
without the agreement of
Congress. After Vietnam the
power ofthe President to wage an
undeclared war was curtailed. So
Reagan hasto lie about what he is
doing.

What is at stake in the Chouf
war? The current hostilities are
the coutcome of the Phalangists’
attempts to secure a_ political
monopoly in Lebanon, to dis-
regard what the Lebanese call
their ‘“‘red lines’.

The “red lines” are the tradi-
tional lines of demarcation separ-ating one sect’s sphere of influ-
ence from another’s. The piesent
clashes do not result from a drive
by the Druzes and their allies in
the National Salvation Front to
dominate the country so much a
as from Gemayel’s insistence —

backed by the US at present — on

subjecting the whole country toPhalangist Christian domination.
A more “generous” approachby Gemayel could well have won

the support of Jumblatt and theSyrians. Instead, a hard-line
approach by the Phalangist Presi-
dent — who, on his own admis-sion, now controls only 10 to20% of the country ~— repelled
some of his natural right wingallies both within the Christian
and Muslim camps.

It is unlikely that Walid Jum-
blatt, leader of the Druze forces
Organised principally under the
banner ofthe Progressive Social-
ist Party, wishes to go further
than achieving a new settlement
which would allocate the Muslim
and leftist elements a bigger role.
Certainly that is the limit ofSyria’s current horizon whatever
her long-term ambitionsmight be.

One of the crucial issues in
any such settlement is the future
of the Palestinians in Lebanon
and the PLO in particular.

The outcome ofthe battle for
Souk Al-Gharb will determine the
balance of forces: in any such
settlement. Hence its importance.

The National Salvation Front
leaders — Jumblatt, Franjei and
Karameh — might be willing to
leave Souk Al-Gharb in govern-
ment hands if Gemayel withdrew
the army from the Choufandres-

 
pected the “red line” there, and
if, additionally, the structure of
the government and army were
modified. Whether the rank-and-
file militiamen, for all their loyal-
ty to their leaders, would besatis-
fied is an open question.

The new outspokenness from
the European imperialists —

Healey’s Weekend World inter-
view outlined their “broadly
representative government” plan
— might yet lead the US to
pressure Gemayel to ‘accept such
an option if the Lebanese armyvisibly disintegrates or suffers amajor reverse.

In such an event the questions
that will be posed for the imper-ialists will be how to make this
concession without strengtheningthe Syrian position, without
giving the left space to develop
and crack the confessional systemaltogether and without giving the
Palestinian people favourable con-
ditions for strengthening them-
selves politically and militarily.

Whatever the solution arrived
at in the near future it will be
only provisional: the long term
ambitions of both Syria and Israel
cannot. be satisfied by it. Above
all, it cannot solve the economic
and social crisis in which Lebanon
has found itself for the last
decade and ahalf.

Unfortunately, at present, the
working class, the only social
force capable of resolving that
crisis has not been capable, in
Lebanon. or elsewhere in the
region, of imposing its solution. 
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   ing out
the future

IN THESE 16 pages, each week, we do our best to argue for
socialism. We expose and denounce the Tories and their war-
mongering international counterparts. We chronicle, week in
and week out, the doings. of trade union bureaucrats and rightwing Labourpeople.

‘We try to argue with the nationalist Left, and sometimes we de-
nounce them, Wetry to stiffen the soft Left and knock sense into the‘woolly Left. We argue against sectarians and semi-syndicalists such asthecomrades of the Socialist Workers Party, and try to persuade them

 
 
 
 
   labour movement. -

We polemicise against Stalinism at home and abroad, andtry to rallySupport in the British labour movement for the oppressed workers andsuppressed labour movements in the Stalinist states. We preach solidar-ity with anti-imperiatist national liberationforces.
This. is all essential work for socialism. The ideas of the socialist

movement, its programme — these are its heart and soul, the reason foreverything it does. But socialism will not be won by argument andexplanationalone.
. ,The enemies of socialism in the labour movement — right wing and

 
   
 be driven out by denunciations.The warmongers won't be disarmed bywordsor appeals. .

.We need organisation. We need to embodyour ideas in the bone andmuscle. of an organisation which has the concentrated power of aclenched fist — to rally our friends, to fight for our ideas, and to defeat
our enemies. .

.Many things would have gone differently in the labour movementduring the last few years if the Left had been better organised. And ifthe revolutionary Left had been better organised, then the broader Leftwould have been better organised too. . .

 
   
  unions would have been able to counter the deadening effect of thetrade union leaders on the movement, and to inspire the rank andfile

to resist the Tory onslaught. In the Labour Party,withouttheinitiativeof the (then much smaller) forces around Socialist Organiser which gotthe Left united in, the Rank and File Mobilising Committee, the fightfor democratic change would have been much less effective. With
a better organised Left, Tony’ Benn could have wonthedeputy leader-ship. A stronger organised left wing straddling the Labour Party and theunions would haveinhibitedthe trade Gnion bureaucrats from throwing

 
 
 
   
 BishopsStortford.

-

The Right are weil organised. They swarm all over the many bufau-cratic apparatuses of the labour movement. The Left needsto organise.To create'a force which can take theinitiative in rallying the broaderLeft, and which can maintain a coherent, continuous struggle on everyfront, we have to organise the revolutionaries.That is why wecalled the conference on ‘How to fight the Tories’last weekend. There are signs of a serious revival of working classmilitancy. The Financial Times has warned the bosses thatwith even afeeble economic improvement — such as the 3% growthclaimed for theBritish economyin the first half of 1983 — strikes will become morefrequent.
We need to prepare. .

We need to continue the fight in the Labour Party and trade unionsagainst the bureaucrats and the right wing, whoinhibit, sabotage, andsometimes scab on the fight against the Tories.Over 300 people attended the conference, from all sections of the

  
 
  
    
 
  conference — we had a broad Platform, and many who cameare not, ornot yet, committed supporters of Socialist Organiser. Nevertheless itwas the Socialist Organiser Alliance thatcalled the conference.The SOA exists to organise those who broadly agree with thePolitics of SO so that they support the Paper and fight to make ourPolitics a materialforce in the class struggle.Such organising is an irreplaceable part of the work of Social-ist Organiser. That is the reason why we need to develop the SocialistOrganiser Alliance, not only to sustain the paper but as an irreplaceableorganised force within the Labour and trade union Left.

Asthe trish socialist republican James Connolly said: “Theonly true prophets are those who carve out the future theyannounce”.

 
 
  
  
 
 
 

to throw their weight into the political struggle in the existing broad

Stalinist alike — will not be beaten by mere argument, The Tories won't

A fighting revolutionary organisation with some weight within the
|

their weight around in the Labour Party, as they have done.since *

labour movement, women’s movement, etc. It was not a sectarian —

 

THE National Executive Com-“mittee (NEC) has always been
famousforits flexibilityin inter-
preting the rules to its. own

‘advantage, varying from ex-
treme rigidity to extreme per-missiveness, depending on the
circumstances. This year it has
gone onebetter, and is actuallyattemptingan outright breachof
the rules covering whois entit]-
ed to stand for the NEC.

Standing Order 4 (3)(c) of-the
Party Constitution lays down
that ‘‘only persons appointed to
attend Annual Party Conference
as Delegates, or, in the case of
Division Il and Division IV,
Membersof Parliamentor duly-
endorsed Candidates attending
as ex-officio members of Con-
ference, shall be eligible for
nomination for a seat on the
NEC’’. Clause XIV (10) of the
Rules for CLPsstates: ‘‘An elec-
tion shall cancel any Parliamen-
tary candidature’. «

It is therefore clear that,
immediately after. a General
Election, under the Constitution

.there are as yet no ‘‘duly-endor-
sed Candidates’’, and only full
delegates or MPs can be nomin-
ated for the NEC. In the past
these qualifications have always
beenscrupulously applied.

As a special concession, de-
feated parliamentary candidates
were allowedto attend the 1979
Conference as guests, and even
to speak in the debate on the
General Election which had tak-
en place not long before. Never
was there any suggestion that
they should be given the status
of ex officio delegates and allow-
ed to stand for the NEC.

This year, however, the NEC
has taken it uponitself to write
to all CLPs that ‘‘defeated can-
didates willbe regarded as duly
endorsed candidatesfor the pur-
pose of nominationto theNEC’’.
The Conference ArrangementsCommittee (CAC) has pointed
out thatthis is completely out of
order, and is advising Conferen-
ce to treat the following nomina-
tions as invalid:

by Viadimir Derer
Division Ill (Constituency

Section]
Lestor, Joan; McGuiggan, John;
Spellar, John; Vaz, Keith.Division IV [Women’s
Section]
Hewitt, Patricia;Taylor,Ann.

Conference Arrangements
Committee a .

Morris, David.
Like the. CAC, the NEC is

charged withtheduty of uphold-
ing the Party constitution.

.

Nevertheless,on this question it
has decided to ride roughshod
over the Constitution. The 1983
Conference will open with the
remarkable spectacle of the
Party Chairman,in the name of
the NEC,callingon delegates to
defy the rules and overturn the
CAC recommendation.

Whyis the NEC so desperate-ly anxious that these nomina-
tions should net be ruled out?
Suggestions that it sees the
matter as oneof principle can be
safely disregarded.

In their submissions to the
NEC’s 1979 Commission of
Enquiry on party organisa-
tion, over half the CLPs. urged
that the present restrictions
should be lifted. This was be-
cause of the way they discrimi-
nate against ordinary Party
members and in favour of MPs,
as -CLPD has always argued.
The NECtotally ‘ignored the
overwhelming opinion of the
rank and file, making not a
single mention of the matter at
any of the three Annual Confer-
ences which have taken place
since then. *

An alternative expianation is
that the NEC is trying to ‘‘be
fair’’ — in other words to give
an unfair advantage — to former
MPs. This too seems implaus-ible, since to begin with the
NEC seemed to have shown no
great concern abouttheirplight
until the closing date for nomin-

ations, two whole monthsafter
the General Election. As long as
it seemed that Tony Benn,
Albert Booth, Stan Newens,
and Audrey Wise would be dis-
qualified by virtue of their de-
defeat at the General Election,the NEC seemed to have been‘happyto keepsilent.

The question was only raised
when the NEC majority realised
that its opponents had been
chosen as Conference dele-
gates, but Joan Lestor, John
Spellar, and Ann Taylor had
not. Far from showing fairness,theNEC majority ts really trying
to exploit theatmospherefollow-
ing an election to pull off ablatantlypartisan manoewvre to
bolster up the position of its
present majority. .

Evenif theNEC wason firmer
ground in its arguments for
change, its chosen method for
going about this makes a mock-
ery of the need to uphold the
Constitution. Conference has
indeed the right to change the {

rules, butonlyby first carrying a
constitutional amendment... Un-like affiliated organisations, the
NECis allowed to put forward
‘such proposals at any time and
for immediateconsideration.

The proper course would“therefore be for the NEC tosubmit a constitutional amend-
ment, though even if this wasdone thechange would not comeinto effect until the following
year.

._Thefactthat this is not beingdone only confirms suspicionsthat in reality the NEC majoritysupports the existing rules, andsimply wants to be allowed tobreak them when this happensto suit its immediate purposes.CLPD urgesall affiliated organ-isations. to uphold the sover-eignty of the Party Constitution
againstthisflagrantviolation bytheNEC.

Gays’
' Campaign

|

at TUC |
THE Labour Campaign for GayRights held a small but informa-
tive fringe meeting at thisyear’sTrades Union Congress ~ at
Blackpool. ‘Delegates to- the

©Conferencelistened as thethree
main speakers outlined ways in
which lesbians. and gay men
suffer discrimination. at. work
and how trade unionists can
challenge thisdiscrimination. ~

Unions
Brian West from LCGR. spokeabout the experience of losinghis job simply because he was

gay and howhis trade union had
failedto give him support. He
also talked about how LCGRis
working to increase its supportwithintheunionmovement.

Geoff Hardy from the GayTeachers Group described the
impact the group had on the
National Union of Teachers con-ference held in: Jersey, where
male homosexuality is illegal.He stressed the value of having
gay groups within trade unions
and for them to work closelywith heterosexual allies to
ensure that gay rights had. the
widest support.

Sexism
Sheila Smith, the chairpersonof NALGO’s Equal Opportun-

ities Committee and a NationalExecutive member, spoke about
recent NALGO publications on
gay rights, sexism and sexualharassment at work. She sawthese as useful ways of raisingsexual politics amongst trade
unionists and convincing themthatgay rights was a trade union
issue. ~

Delegates at the meetingstressed theimportanceofusing .thework done by NALGO as amodel for their own unions.
Theyalso felt that LCGR couldplay an important role inimproving communicationsbetween gay groups in the
unions. and in coordinating
pressure on the TUC to adopt anequal opportunitiespolicy whichincluded sexual orientation.

 Bringing peace to Beirut
OUR reporter Patrick Spillinghas beenvisiting USpositions inLebanon and brings this first
hand report from the peace-keepingforces. a‘Look bud’’. The GIrolled hiscigar ‘around the corner of his
mouth andpointed withthe butt
of his automaticover the top of
the sandbags.

“Out there soldiers from
every army under the sun arerunning around armed to the

-teeth. Syrians with tanks. Iran-
ians with machetes. Even somebastards from Druze wherever
that is. If it wasn’t for us herekeeping the peace this countrywould be in the grip of outside
forces withina week.’’

He paused to loose off somerounds at a nearby bunker.
Someelderly jets of the Leban-
ese airforce flew overhead,above them, struggling to flyslowly enough to provide cover,
a squadron of Tomcat fightersfrom theCarrier Eisenhower.

As the bombs began to ringout, a flight of Buccaneersfrom Cyprus crossed east to
west executing a perfect 360degree roll in tight formation.“Your boys’’, the GI saidbenevolently ““GoddamLimies’’.

‘You want the Soviet Union__in here inside a week’’, he said,‘You pull us out and see what-happens.”’
_

In the bay it was possible to
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By Patrick Spilling
see the US cruiser, New Jersey,
manoeuvring into position for
anotherbattery from its guns —

“shells the size of Volks-
wagons”’ said one of the 1,200
marines who had come ashore.
A further 12,400 troops stood by
to support if the threat to thepeace grew any worse.

The commander of the US
forces late: explained the new -

orders that his force had been’
given. ‘‘O..r job is to keep the
peace. Weare not here to get‘involved in any combat. As youknow when wefirst arrived weonly returned fire when we were
fired on. .

“We are now moving -to a
phase we are terming aggres-sive defence.Thiswill inevitably
involve in some cases bringingforward the timing of our res-
ponse so that it ante-dates the
timingofthefirst attackon us.

.
“There has also been an

extension of the definition of
the forces which might be
included arnong those justifyingsuch a response. In future any

attack or potential attack on ourallies or local Lebanese forcesmight be seen to constitute anobjective attackon us.”’
The troops listened to theirbriefing with the knotted browsof men struggling with cosmicproblems. ‘‘You mean’’, askedthe first GI, ‘‘that we get toblast anything that moves?”“Yougotit’’, came thereply.Overtheotherside ofthehill -

from the peacekeeping forcesthe so-called Druze militia werepreparing to'disrupt the normaleverydaylifeof Lebanon.
For us international reporterswho remember this country inits heyday itis a pitiful sight.Where weusedto sit and drinkCampari in the shade, served bythe friendlynatives, now thereisstrife and division. The heroicefforts of President whateverhis

name is to unite the wholenation around the ChristianPhalangists has beencontinuallyfrustrated by Palestinian andSyrian intervention. - TheRussiansare behindit. They are

cunningly keeping out of sightand letting the -US take the
weight of criticism but every-
one knows that none of’ theSyrian, Palestinian or what-
ever forces can move without
the.Kremlin’ssay so.

Yesterday I went with other
reporters to visit the British
troops but wewere not able to

.interview them. Their comman-der had just been taken off to
mental hospital after telling a
reporter that he thought the
whole. exercise a ‘‘bloody wasteof time’’.

One report suggested that hehad been angered by a personal
message from Mrs Thatchertelling him to ‘rememberGooseGreen’. and offering him aposthumousVC.

French troops were treated to‘a special message from theirSocialist President last “nightwho urged them to remember-that they were preserving allthat was good in the country —especially Frenchcuisine.
It is not yet known whateffect the ruling in Britain’sHigh Court will have on the

conflict. The ruling that not
more than six Druze militiamen-
can defend any one town islikely to be resisted by the .

extremists who now appear tohave taken over what is right-fully ours . . . I mean tight-fully belonging to ordinary,peace-lovingLebanese. *

 



 
 

 
I visited Turkeywitha dele-
gation organised by CEDRI
to attend the trials of the
people, councillors, and
mayorofFatsa.

759 people are. charged
with membership of Dev
Yol (‘Revolutionary Way’

- — one of the biggest left-
_ wing organisations in
Turkey), with collecting.

-money for it, and with
‘plotting to overthrowthe
state’.

_All of thechargesrelate to the
period beforethe coupin 1980.

All of the defendants have
been in prison for about three
years, and some of them are
stillaged only about 18 — which

|

meansthatat the time of their
arrest theywere 15.

Since the military coup of
September 12 1980 Turkey has
been governed by a military
junta. Right now there are any-
thing up to fifty political trials
goingonin thecountry.

They. involve people active
before the coup in a very wide
variety of organisations: the
Turkish Peace Association, the
trade union DISK, the Commun-
ist Party, Dev Yol, Yeni Celtek
(miners). .

In all cases they are mass
trials, and in all cases a very
substantial number of death
penalties have been askedfor.

Since 1980 there have been
over 1000 executions in Turkey
— almost one for every day that
Generat Evren has been in
power.

Fatsa
As the purpose of our visit

“ was to witness the Fatsa trial
and prepare a report on it, we
went to the northern town of
Amasyawhereit is being held.
Amasya is a beautiful old town
south ofthe Black Sea, with a
large prison and an even larger
army campoutside the town.

We. were assured that we
would have ‘complete freedom’
of movementand beable to visit
the trial and the prison. But this
was not our expenience.

Whenwearrived at the army
camp wewere told thatwe could
not enter. We should come back
the followingday.

We heard that another trial
wasbeingheld there, thatof the
people of Havsa.

When wereturned, we were.
told variationsof thesamestory,
and that the Havsa trial would
resume later. It did not: the
manyvery poor relatives there

|

who had madethe long and ex-
pensive journey from their
home town, to witnessthetrial,
were very despondentindeed.

Dev Yol
Since it seemedunlikely that

there would be any trial whilst
we remained in Amasya, we
returned to Ankara to. witness
the trial of people accused of
membership of Dev Yol. After
some complications we finally
managedto attendthistrial.

It takes place in a military
- camp in Ankara, at a converted
sports hall. Outside, in a dusty
courtyard, were armedsoldiers,
who continually harassed the
few relatives who were present
andtried hard to stop our dele-
gationtalkingtothem.

Inside the building 205 men,
ali young,in civilianclothes but
with shaven heads, were sitting
on. benches, surrounded by
soldiers.

 

* twenty minutes. A very intimi-

_
were obtainedunderduress.

 
By Jeremy

Corbyn MP
Sitting on the front row were

13 young womenprisoners, also
wearingcivilianclothes. All the
accused were surrounded by a
steel fence. .

At the back, in a sort of
grandstand, were perhaps a
hundred families, also closely
guarded. Apart from us the
press benches were empty. The
lawyers’ benches,totally separ-
ate from the prisoners, contain-
ed just two people.

On a huge dais at the front
sat seven military officers, all
wearing uniform and higt col-
lared cloaks. One of them was
apparentlytheprosecutor.

The guard was changed every

datingparade of soldiers would
march in and stand double
guard, then the previous guard
would march out. Any defendant
wishing to go thetoilethas to be
accompaniedby a soldier.

__

As the prosecutor read outhis
charge, the defendant concern-
ed was ordered to the dock to
give his.response. (The women
were not calledwhile we were
there). In all cases they denied
the charges. Most stated that
they had been tortured: all of
them said that tH®statements

It is quite clear that rone of
the defendants ever had free
access to lawyers, and that they
had been tortured. We met
people who told us the most
horrifying accounts of being
dragged from their homes at
night in - mid-winter without
properclotheson. We heard of a
wide variety of vile methods of
torture in use. These included
cold water, keeping prisoners
awake for long periods under
questioning,electric shock, and
hitting prisoners with sand-
bags. The threat to harm.rela-
tives was ever-present and fre-
quently used.

Since the coup all democratic
rights have disappeared in Tur-
key. The so-called trade union
which exists is run by the gov-
ernment, and all non-approved
trade unions are banned, as are_
non-approvedpoliticalparties.

The Council of Europe has
been asked to investigate the
breaches of human rights in
Turkeyby Holland, France, Nor-
way, Sweden and Denmark.The
first hearing is due to take place
soon.

Turkeyis a member of NATO.
and supplied by NATO with the
most modern weapons, which

“are used to repress its own peop-
le, and particularlythe Kurds in
Turkey.

The government of a country
thathas prisons bursting at the
seams, daily executions, total
controlof all media outlets, and
racismenshrinedin its constitu-
tion (makingany sort of Kurdish
identity illegal) ought to stand
condemned. Thousandsof Turk-
ish people in exile can attest to

.

its brutality.
Our short visit convinced us

that there is brutality, repres-
sion, and a completelackof just-
ice in Turkey under the iron
heel of the military junta of
President Evren.

CEDRI is the Comite European
pour la Defense des Refugies et
Immigres, Missionsstrasse 35,
Postfach, CH-4002, Basel,
Switzerland. -

These dramatic pictures of ‘justice’ under thejunta
were smuggled out of Turkey.From top,anti-clock-
wise: the scene at the military camp; prisoners being
marchedinto court; (thenext three pictures) in the
witness box; the prisoners beingdriven away; and

_

thejudges.
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‘tists, 2.4%of engineers, and 0.5%

}confined to a few low-paid jobs 
 
Figures ©

A recent survey in the Financial
Times gives some picture of thedramatic rise of Japanese foreigninvestmentin recentyears.In the 1960s Japan had aninsignificant share of world totalforeign investment. By 1980 it
had risen to. be the capitalistworld’s fourth-ranking foreigninvestor, behind the US, the UK,and the Netherlands. But thebiggest rise in Japanese overseasinvestment has comesince 1981.

Japanese investment in the US
and Western Europe has expanded’especially fast, though. mostlythrough purchases of stock and
loans rather than direct manufac-turing investment. Within WesternEurope, the UK. has’ attracted
much moré Japanese investment
than any othercountry.

* eK KK

Japan exports muchlessofitsproduction than most West Euro-
pean countries — about 15%, asagainst 25% or more (over 50%for Belgium and the Netherlands). -

Yet the FT concludes that
“the -expansion of its (Japan’s)
economy has depended on exportgrowth during the past few years”
more than for any other country.Between 1970 and 1979,Japan’s share of world exports of
machinery rose from 8.7% to”13.3%, while the US’s. share fell
from 19.9% to 15.7% and WestGermany’s also fell slightly from
17.7% to 17.5%. Since. 1979Japan’s exports haverisen further.

* eK *

The FT survey also gives someinteresting figures on the positionof women in Japan — figureswhich suggest that a considerable
gap has opened up betweentradi-tional attitudes and changingeconomic reality. That gap couldbe the basis for a mass women’sliberation movement in Japanbefore too long.

In an opinion poll, 71% ofJapanese’ women agreed that“husbands should go to work and
women should stay at home”.Only 26% of British women and13.5% of Scandinavian womenagreed.

Only 6.4% of Japan’s scien-
of senior civil servants, are
women. Women are even. more

than in the West.
Yet by now over 50% ofJapanese women are in wagedwork. And by- 1981, 33% of

young Japanese women werecompleting higher education.

  A selective report
THENational Executive Com-
mittee (NEC) report to the 1983
Labour Party conference con-
tains a full four pages on the
NEC’s own attempts to witch-

-huntsocialists out of the Party
... and then blames Labour’s‘“‘severe defeat’’ in the election,
on its ‘‘reputation for disunity
andfor internal strife’.

' The account of the NEC’s ex-pulsion of the five Militant edi-
torial board memberscovers litt-
le of the tortuous wriggling the
NEC went ‘through. ‘It blames
Militant for the fact that it all
took so long and that the NEC
couldn’t show the evidence. If
only Militant had not gone to
court, they could have been gotrid of so quickly!

The report mentions that
“the constituency parties

.
to

which the excluded members
had belonged... were requested
to remove their names from the

by John Bloxam
membership records’’, but -notthat two of the three CLPs
involved arestill refusing to do
it.

Hornsey CLPis cited as hav-ing ‘“‘refused to accept’’ theNEC’s. decision to keep TariqAli out. The report says that
now, 21 monthslater, ‘‘thepro-cedure.to expel Mr Ali frommembership has been initiatedby theNEC”’.

The NEC:wants Conferencetoendorse this, and ‘also their
suspension of ManchesterWythenshaweCLP.

Both Hornsey and Wythen-.shawe will be challenging theNEC.
. _

Much is omitted: the attacks
on Peter Tatchell; thedecision topulp the Bermondsey. by-elec-tion leaflet; the attempt to banMilitant from Party premises

oa

and functions;and the expulsion
of Stan Crooke.

The NEC’s manoeuvreto stopreselections after boundary re-
organisations, and to prevent
Ken Livingstone being chosen
as Labour candidate in Brent

.

- East, is reported like this: ‘‘the
NEC... used its powers under
the Constitution to propose a
shortened procedure for the re-
allocationof candidates’’.

There is hardly a word on the-
rank and file resistance to the
witeh-hunt. ‘‘Not all non-affilia-
ted groups of Labour Partymembershave appliedfor regis-tration’, the Report says, coyly.
‘In the circumstances... the
National Executive Committee
decided not to pursue organisa-
tions whichfailedto register’’.

That rank andfileresistance
can continue to push back the
witch-hunt. But it’s not beaten
yet.

 

‘Kinnock: suppor
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Influx and exodus.
ACCORDING to the NationalExecutive Committee report,total Labour Party membershipstood at 6% million in 1982, ‘adecline of 100,000 on 1981. Thisdecline came almost whollyfrom the affiliatedtrade unionmembership, which stands atjust-short of 6.2 million.

The individual membershipstayed almost the same, at273,803. The Report comments:

Will NATFHE face up to — aeSide-effects of Tebbit’sYTS? —
The assault on. ail things liberal and “wasteful”National Advisory Board sets out to

same courses as universities. NAB, a particularly unpleasant Quango.want polys to go back to teaching r
i tl

‘academic’non-vocational arts an

continues as the
stop polytechnics offering the

.'g mechanical engineering and drop thed socialscience courses,Last year Sir Keith Joseph chewed over the idea of reducing thenumber of social
courses, What use

science graduates admitted onto teacher trainingis 2 social science graduate in an infants:school, hewanted to know. Probably more use than the average physicist in fact,but somecolleges listened to him and the Papers carried-a story aboutqualified applicants being turned down because they weresocial sciencegraduates.
. Z

,
Youth on YTS are goin80,000 full time students,FE and Poly lecturers) has

to spend time in FEs. They amount to
ot surprisingly NATFHE (the union forbought

"pressure is starting to grow on lecturers.
YTS. As YTS gets underway,

FE colleges are being drawn into the unemployment industry —keeping YTSyouth busy
Here, ‘in twoarticles,

for 13 weeks.
COLIN WAUGH,Tottenham. NATFHE andAL SYRETT,Kingston Poly Students Union, look at what the Toriesare doingin further and higher education. .

TRADITIONALLY, most F‘Estudents have either beenapprentices on day release
or full time students on GCE °

or professional courses. Al-though some teaching is doneby hourly paid part timers -

or as overtime, most is doneby staff on permanent con-tracts working 38 weeks be-tween Septemberand July.All the YTS schemes aresupposed to have a generaleducation element in - them.Most will be in FE colleges.But some will not enter FEs.
at all. They will be taughtinstead by. staff of the firm

_Tribunerally
|
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where they are placed, orby a private agency. ~

In December 1981; when
Tebbit announced the _intro-
duction “of YTS, NATFHE
officials hailed this as a steptowards.-quality education
and training for all 16 yearolds, expanding FEs by the
equivalent of at least 80,000full time students. Members
were urged to prepare them-
selves by embracingthe MSC’sideology of. flexible_skills
training and ‘Vocational pre-paration’.

This line was pushed even
harder from June 1982, after
Tebbit conceded an increase
in the YTS allowance from
£15 to £25 and shelved hisplan (temporarily) for  deny-ing benefit. to refusers.- Only
over the last few months, asprivate agencies. look set tograb more and more of the
work, has a_ slightly more
critical position been adopted.This isn’t simplythe leaders
selling out the

|
members.

Whilst many lecturers would,
elitist reasons, prefer

to keep unemployed youngpeople out of colleges, still
more want YTS in because
the collapse of apprentice-‘ship (and henceof day release)threatens them with redun-dancy.

Others, including some
with a record of- political ortrades union activism, see ‘it
as a way out of the institu-tional, educational and personal
stagnation FE has suffered
for years.

Again, this isn’t merely
careerism. In some areas of
very high unemploymentand local authority neglect(for example Liverpool) the
MSC is, for the moment,genuinely cutting across ~ thebureaucracy and elitism of

traditional FE, to enable pro-gressive work to be done with
oppressed young people. ,

Nevertheless, there are
several reasons why conflicts
are likely to develop overYTS within FE in the nearfuture.

First, colleges will be com-peting with other aencies for
YTS work. To. lower costs,college -principals (many of -

them NATFHE members)will.attack lecturers’ condi-
tions of service. Already,
two local authorities (Man-
chester and Croydon) have
provoked major disputes bytrying todo this.

In this year’s salary nego-tiations the employers’ side
tabled the introduction of
an ‘instructor’ grade below
Lecturer 1. Because of MSC
requirements a growing number
of FE staff are already em-‘ployed on short term con-tracts and inferior conditions,and this will pressurise others
into. accepting’ larger classes
and other forms of extra work
required for MSC schemes.
These include the massive
quantities of time necessaryfor assessing students by meansof profiles and for findingand supervising ‘work  ex-
perience’ placements.

The NATFHE leadershiphas effectively conceded the
extension of the college yearfrom 38-to 48 weeks. With
existing holiday entitlementsunchanged there will be pecu-liar hours being worked this
year.

Secondly, as YTS moves to.full implementation, the extent
to which the whole scheme
rests on cheap labour — onsubstituting ‘work experiencetrainees’ for regular employees
— will be highlighted. Therewill be resistance by workersin’ some afeas of industryand local government wherethey are to be ‘placed’: Itwill become more difficultfor NATFHEto remain neutraltowardstheseactions.

South. East London Techcollege NATFHE branch havedecided to boycott YTS work. |

if the college takes in traineesfrom
| non-unionised

_
work-places. ‘

Thirdly, as young peopleincreasingly see through theMSC’s propaganda, tensionwill build up amongst groupsof them at college. This willbe all the greater if — as seemslikely — compulsion in the formof cutting the benefits of re-.fusers is gradually reintro-duced.

NATFHE may then_beforced to consider how far
its members. should take onthe role of police. At the sametime, the MSC maywell clampdown on what can be dis-
cussed in. class, raising aca-demic freedom as a union

_

issue.

‘“‘Many constituency_parties
reeruited a substantial number
of new members in the year,only to see their year-end total
reduced by a larger exodus of
members. The reasons given for
this are mainly the cost. ofmem-
bership when the economiccli-
mate is depressed, lackof atten-
tion by manyparties to the regu-lar servicing of their mem-bership, andpoliticalreasons’’.

In short, socialists employed
on YTSwithin FE must quicklybuild links with others in-volved via theyouth and careersservices, the schools and otherworkplaces, work out a prin-cipled approach towards YTS,and. fight to get this acceptedby NATFHE.Poly gone?

THE National Advisory. Boardhas revealed the Tory govern-ment’s intentions to cut. publicsector higher education — thepolytechnics and higher educa-
tion colleges.

The NAB was set up as aninterim body to ‘‘advise theSecretary of State on provisionand funding of advanced
courses’’. What it didlast year
was close three courses and
recommend the closure of afurther 68. This year ‘iit has
recommended a 10% cut inpublic sector financing acrosstheboard.

:Central government hasimposed cuts on both the publicsector and ‘private’ sector (theuniversities). But the quangoswhich administer them havemanaged the cuts differently.The. universities chose to cutstudent numbers,kept up the numbers but cut-:back oneverythingelse. In thepolys, the student:tutor ratiohasincreased.

i Executive on ‘Thei NOLSNCandlots

i New ‘paper of Socialist

the polys”

year ahead’; Tony Dale, ©

more.

Students in NOLS. Availableyirom Andy Bennet, DSU, Dunelm House, New Elvet,s

With this year’s round of
cuts the NAB intends to make
surethatcuts will force colleges
to turn away from ‘‘non-scien-
tific’ and technical’ subjectsand concentrate instead on. the
employers’ market. -

2,000 mainly teaching jobs
willgo, along with 5,000 student
places: .

Since the NAB report canie
out two weeks ago manycolleges have complained thatitinevitably means widepread
course closures. Where the NAB-
has recommended mergers with
technical or FE colleges it also
means the possible closure of
whole colleges.

/Two weeks ago NUScalled aconference for public sectorhigher education students todiscuss our response to NAB.Unfortunately NUS hasdecided that the way to fightNABis by leaving it up to the
areas. There isn't going to be anationally
paign.

coordinated cam- 
4 Soca

ren Talbot, NUS -
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 ‘Manifesto’
THE left. wing. candidate for
Leaderof the Labour Party, Eric
Heffer, has launched a
Women’s Manifesto as part of
his campaign.Hesaid:

“Tt. is crucial that women
receive a fair deal-from the
Labour Party. Womeninside the
Party are rightly demanding
greater power and responsibil- .

ity, and in addition Labour must
persuade millions of women to
support socialist principles and
positive action, if a Labour
Governmentis to be elected atre next General Election. ~

“‘“A- Women’s Manifesto
should be drawn up the byNational Executive Committee
in conjunction with the
Women’s Organisations in the
Party, and should in my view
contain: ,

*A major programme to
provide free and -integrated
child care facilities for all who
want them. :

*Changesin the Sex Discrim-
ation and Equal Pay Acts to
strengthenthemand widentheir
scope.

*The ‘promotion of Positive
Action Programmesto deal with
discriminationin employment.

*Shorter workinghours and a
radical look at working con-
ditions.

*Jhe introduction of a Statu-
tory Minimum Wage.

*Actionto deal with the sexist
and degrading portrayal of
womenin themedia.

‘‘As far as presentation to the
electorate is concerned,I believe
that the Party should give
women, and women’s issues, a
higher profile in election cam-
paigns.’ We should provide a
range of leaflets for women,
written by women. We should ~
attempt to explain to the elec-

“torate the fundamental link
between our socialist principles
and the fight for equality for
women.

“Oursocietyis still caught up
in the out-dated image of male
breadwinners, with women
providing the ‘back-up services’
of home-making and child-rear-
ing.
(...)

   
 

Latest issue — 10p plus 12%p ,

Mm postage from 10B Landseer
Road, London N19oon.

 
‘I supportparty policy
ontheissueof abortion’

_

‘A numberof actions need to
be takento alter this image and

* to change the attitudes behind
it.

“Firstly child care facilities
must be a major priority to
enable womento have access to
work outside the home and to

- establish the principlé of a
woman’sright to work.

“At the same time working
hoursand conditiong need to be
altered so that all parents have -

time at home with their families
on an equalbasis.

‘Action needs to be taken to
end the discrepancies between

«men’s and women’s wages:
this is one principle reason why
I have supported over many
years the idea of a Statutory.
Minimum Wage to reduce the
enormous gap between the low
paid — who are mainly women
— and those on higher pay.
Collective bargaininghasclearly
failed to achievethis redistribu-
tion.
(...)

“‘T support Party Policy on the
issue of abortion. I believethere
should be changesin the law to
give womentheright to choose
whether or not they have an
abortion, and to ensure that
abortion facilitiesare available,
free within the Nationa] Health
Service, on an equal. basis
throughoutthecountry. ~

[have voted against attempts
to restrict the 1967 Abortion Act
on threeoccasions in the House
of Commons,andI voted for Jo
Richardson’s Abortion Facilities
Bill in 1981.

“The links between the
Women’s Organisation and the
rest of the Party could be stren-
gthened by the adoptionof a
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formal constitution and rules for
the Women’s Organisation- in
line with the rest of the Party. It
is‘ only through such a formal
structure that the Women’s
Organisation will be able to
operate in a truly democratic
manner and presentitself as a
recognised force in the Party.
(...)

‘I believe that the promotion
of resolutions direct from
Women’s Conference onto the
Annual Conference Agenda
would have two advantages for

women? Firstly, it will give
direct access to the
making structure of the Party to
the Women’s Organisation, and,
secondly, it will mean that the
views and aspirations of women
in the Party will be brought
directly to the attention of the
whole Party.

‘‘T support the principle that
the Women’s Section of theNEC
should be representative of, and-

.

accountable to, the Women’s
Organisation in the Party. I
would preferto seeall elections 

National Labour Women’s Conference — still no voice in the main Party
conference

Extra delegates
Manylocal LabourParties don’t even know yet that they may
be entitled to an extra woman delegate to Labour Party con-

- ference. The CLPD Women’s Action Committee is circulating
- thismodel resolution:
“THIS conference deplores the
action of the National Executive
Committee in these last few
weeks, in once more obstructing
the constitutional right of CLPs
to send an extra womandelegate
to thisAnnual Conference.

Conference notes thatthisob-
struction is inconsistent with the
assurance given by the National
Agent last year that every
attempt would be madé ‘to make
absolutely sure that the provi-

‘sions.of the Constitution would
be metand thatthey are reason-
able in order to see that consti-
tuencies do get the additional
women delegates to Confer-
ence’.

Conference regrets thé Nat-
ional Executive’s failure to act

on the advice of its own officers
andto clarify the criteria for the
election of extra women dele-
gates. Failure to do so will only
result in fewer women delegates
to a conference which is over-
whelmingly male-dominated
and which therefore projects an
imageto the public of being pri-
marilyconcerned with the inter-
ests of men andoffailingto pro-
ject the concern of the majority
of theelectorate, women.

Conferenceinstructs the Nat-
ionel Executive Committee to
act promptly on the advice of
Party officers and last year’s
Conference and to agree the
constitutional
ready. proposed by the National
Executive Committée’s office’’.

policy

’ Campaigns

safeguard al-
|

 

for the NEC conducted at
Annual Conference so that Con-
ference remains the supremepolicy making budyof the Party.

_ “'T alsobelieve that we mayfaceproblemsfromothergroupssuch as the Local Government
Conference and the Parliamen-
tary Labour Party who maywish

.to change the character of the
NEC and demand similar
representation.

‘“However, the arguments
concerning the election of the
Women’s Section of the NEC by
women are extremely strong,
and I would welcome discus-
sions with women in the Party ©

as to how best we can achieve
thisaim.

‘The Party should have a
full-time Women’s Officer. At
present Joyce Gould is not onlythe Women’s Officer but ‘also’
Assistant National Agent and

Officer and can 

Howtoget there:

Mohammad

NATIONAL
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©AND RALLY-
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STOP THE DEPORTATIONOF
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CALLED BY NALGO
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therefore only devote a smaportion of her time to thWomen’s Organisation.
‘I believe thatwomen shoul

have a full-time officer with th
appropriate research and administrative staff so they can effectively campaign and develo;policy for womenin theParty.“‘T also believe that RegionaWomen’s Officers should bi
women and that urgent actior
needs to be taken to end thé
present ludicrous_situatior
where a majority of RegionaWomen’s Officers in the Party
are men.

“It is clear that the PLP mus’have a front benchspokespersor
on Women’s Rights who sup-ports the objectives. of the
women’s movement. If elected
as leader, I would appoint Jo
Richardson to that position asshe is the woman whohascon-sistently fought for thesepolicies over manyyears.”’

.  
  
 
 Assemble 11am, Booth St, Handsworth,Birmingham

Public transport: 74 or 79 bus from City Centre.
By road: Take the MS tojunction 1 (sign-posted West Brom-

wich). Turn left at roundabout and follow signs, ‘A41 Birmingham’.
Booth St is about 1% miles on right. Coach parkingavailable.

’
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gninternational news

Letthepeople of HongKong
decide theirfuture.

i. - «+

Britain and China have been discussing the future ofHong Kong for over a year. The Chinese governmenthas declaredits:intentionto take complete controlof
-nine-tenths of Hong Kong’s.territory when the lease
-

on whichit is held by Britain expires in 1997. By thetime the third round of
week, the Hong

talks began in Peking this
Kong dollar had lost one-thirdof theinternationalvalue it had a year ago.

Hong Kong is still a British ©

Crown Colony. It is a specula-
tors’ paradise and an oft-cited
modelof free enterprise capital-
ism. -

Britain has been in control
since the 19th century, whenitimposed unequal treaties on
Chinagiving Britain Hong Kong
island, the Kowloon Peninsula
and thehinterland known as the
New Territories. These _terri-
tories make up the Crown
Colonytoday.

.The People’s Republic of
China has never accepted the
unequal treaties and has consis-
tently claimed that Hong Kong
is Chinese territory, to be
reclaimed ‘‘when the time is
Tipe’’, though no attempt’ has
ever been made to take back
Hong Kong.

Pekingand London haveboth-

benefitedeconomically from the
prosperous colony. It has been
Stalinist China’s main economic
gateway to theworld, and today
as much as one-thirdof China’s
overseas earnings come through
Hong Kong.

Now,whenthe‘‘lease’’on the
New Territories (without which
Hong. Kong_is__probably
unviable) has less than 15 years
to run, a new arrangement has
to be worked out for this
‘Borrowed place living on
borrowed time’’. -

The first round of talks was a
Thatcherite blunder. Fresh from

' her victory over Argentina; she
took the.biuntest possible polit-
ical stance when she visited
Hong Kongand Pekingfor talks.

Herattitude drove the Hong
.
Kong stock marketplummeting
and caused such offence that
Deng responded with a sharp,
uncompromising statement on
China’s sovereignty over Hong
Kong..,

Thatcher has now been
persuaded that’China is not
Argentinaby theBritish Foreign
Officemandarinsand thepower-ful capitalist class.in HongKong. The British attitude now
is to agree to leave the question
of sovereignty aside, and nego-tiate for a British administrative

Gay YS would like to send a
speaker to yourYS meeting,please invite us. ,

Contact Gay YS c/o LCGR,21 Devonshire Parade,LentonNottingham NG7 2DS orPhone - Martin on 01-263

 

Ying
presenceafter 1997.

In order to understand the
backgroundto China’s proposals
we must look briefly at the
changeswithinStalinist China in
the last few years. Its depen-
dence on thecapitalist world
markethas grown massively.

Government agriculturalpolicy in China today — dis-
mantling’the Communesset upduring the Maoist era, encour-
aging family farming on privateplots — is rapidly creating a
layer of rich peasants, like the
kulaks in Russia duringthe late,
1920s.

:

Industrial
On the industrial front, the

.“shift away from heavy industry
into light _manufactuf@, the
introduction of material incen-
tives, the attempts to increase
the range. of consumer goods,and the partial decentralisation
of control over foreign trade
contrast sharply with the Maoist
policies of .emphasising heavyindustry, voluntarism and aus-terity, and minimal import offoreign technology. ;

Most importantly, theré has
been a massive encouragementfor overseas capitalists to invest
in Chinese industry; with the
creation of Special Economic

/
Zones.

On the political front, the
Constitution has been amended
to create Special Administrative
Regions (SARs). Into this cate-
gory the Chinese government
has placedHong Kongaswell as
neighbourin; Portuguese-
administered Macao,and
Taiwan. These regions have,
according to the Constitution,
a high degree of autonomy.

About. Hong Kong China
says:

1). Chinése sovereignty over
Hong Kong is not for negotia-
tion.

2) The SARformula is to apply
with Hong Kong but with the
retention of the present capital-
ist structure. ‘‘One nation,
two systems’’.

3) “‘Let Hong Kong people
run Hong Kong’’. .

4) ‘‘Maintain proéperity and
stability’.

_In the second round of talks
the central disagreement was
over Britain’s insistence of
retaining an administrative role_
after 1997. This proved to be a
major obstacle,and the second
round came to an abrupt. end
after four sessions. The factthat
the final communique did not
have thewords ‘‘usefuland con-
structive’’ sent the stock

’ exchange tumblingyet again.
The. fundamental situation

howeveris thatBritish imperial-
ism has theupperhand.

Peking has depended heavily
on Hong Kongto earnits foreign
exchange over the past three
decades and will continue to do
so. -

.The disastrous Maoist policiesbeginning with the Great Leap
Forward in 1958 have long agodestroyed any belief Hong

—Kong people may have had that
Stalinist China is socialist or
eventhatlifeis betterthere.

The flight of refugees, the
nakedcorruption (thoughit is no
worse than in Hong Kong), and
the real economic ip of
relatives on the mainland have
disillusioned most Hong Kong
workers with ‘Communist’
China.”

.Deng’s regime is any improve-

The harsh suppression of the
Chinese Democratic Movement
has shattered illusions that

menton theGangof Four.
Peking would have graveproblemsinassimilating these

six million indifferent or hostile
people to its political rule,
especially if the local economy
takes a nosedive. For all these
reasons. Peking adopted its
position of ‘‘one nation, two
systems’’ and ‘“‘self-rule for
Hong Kong’’.

British negotiators can threat-
en Pekingwith the‘‘collapse of
confidence’’ in Hong Kong.

, Large overseas capitalist inves-
tors willof course be ableto pull
out, leaving Peking with a
brokenricebowl. °

They have insisted that a
British administration is essen-
tial to maintaining a. capitalist
system thereafter 1977.

British imperialism is also
aware that Peking’sstrategy of
undermining the Kuomintang
regime in Taiwan and bringing

-about a peaceful reunificationof
.China depends heavily on the
propaganda value of regaining
Hong Kong without economic
chaos. ~

The only social force which
can transform the situation lies
dormantat present — the Hong
Kong workingclass. It has long
forgotten its record of struggle’
in the 1920s at the height of the
second Chinese Revolution..

Most workers are not union-
ised. The trade union movement
is’ split three ways pro-Peking, pro-Taiwan (now verysmall), and an independent
strand with a large white-
collar presence. Peking (no ~

longer hastheability,even if it
dared, to arouse Hong Kong
workers to rise up against
colonialism.

That historic task falls on the
shoulders of thesmallTrotskyistcadre in Hong Kong. Their
campaign for an all-powerfulelected Local. Assembly’ for
Hong Kong should be supported
by all socialists and labour
activistsin Britain.

What the Trotskyists say
-AS THE Thatcher government
and the Chinese bureaucracy
discuss thefuture of Hong Kong
over the headsof the people of
this British colony, socialists in
Hong Kong have come out with
theirown demandson this ques-tion.

The statementweprinthereis
translated from ‘Combat
Bulletin’, paper of the Revolu-
tionary Marxist League.‘October Review’, the other
Trotskyist publication in- HongKong, has come out with a
similarline. :

They oppose continuedBritish
colonial rule; they also opposeimposition of the rule of the
Chinese bureaucracy. They call
for an elected sovereign assem-
bly for Hong Kong; for ‘trulydemocratic self-rule’; for a
‘joint effort’ of the Hong Kong
workers ‘with the labouring
massesof China tostrike for the
status of real masters of. the
country’, and thus for Hong
Kong to be ‘incorporated into
workers’ China’ with the
overthrow of the bureaucratic
dictatorship.
1. Hong Kong is a part of
China’s territory. ,The Brit-
ish in Hong Kong should un-
conditionally withdraw fromChina’ssoil.

.

:

2. Sir Edward Youde (the
British-appointed Governor
of HK — translatoy’s note)

has no right whatsoever to
represent the Hong Kong
people in the present talks
with the Chinese Government.
His claim has no_reasoned.
norlegal basis.
3. The people of Hong Kong
should seize control of thetr
own destiny. They
overthrow colonial rule, and
strive fer democratic  self-
rule of Hong Kong by its own
people.

Masses
4. The Hong Kong masses
must organise quickly to fight
for working people’s’ rights,benefits and living standards
in the area of social and eco-
nomic policy; on the poli-
tical front they need to raise
the demand for democra-
tic rights, and fight for an
all-powerful

_
elected _—_ local

assembly
_

representing

_
all

.Hong Kongcitizens. _.5. The local assembly should
be Hong Kong’s highest au-
thoritative body it will
give birth to a people’s gov-
ernment which will imple-
ment political, economic. and
social changes in. favour ofthe working people, as well
as determine the relation-
ship withmainlandChina.
6. As a result of the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s bur-
eaucratic misrule, Hong Kong

should
|

people must.struggle. vigor-
ously for democratic_self-
rule, while initiating and
strengthening co-operation
with all Chinese people in
conquering bureaucratic rule,
building a democratic social-
ist system, & completing
there-unificationof China.
7. The Chinese government
must abandon the policy of
secret diplomatic talks. They
shold adopt an open and demo-
cratic policy of reporting to
and consulting Hong

_
Kong

people before and

_
during

all negotiations. All nego-
tiated agreements must be
subject to receiving HongKong people’s full cnsent
before implementation.

.
The

Chinese government must
vigorously support Hong

- Kong. people’s struggle for
democratic rights and bene-
fits, and defend their living
conditions. The Chinese’
government must grant Hong
Kong people the greatestpossible right to self-deter-
mination —. allow Hong Kong
people to establish an. elect-
ed local assemblyand a people’s
government, allowing the
policy of democratic  self-
rule of Hong Kong to Be made
a reality. :
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Trial by media
in the North

OVER 350 people have so far been charged or sentenced
under Britain’s “informer system” in Northern Ireland. Hilda
MacThomas,a writer for An Phoblacht/RepublicanNewstells
the story of thé latest “supergrass”, Robert Lean. Thearticle.
has beenslightly shortened.
A MASSIVE psychological
operation was launched by the
RUC on September 6, hours
after the dawn arrests of 15
West Belfast natiorialists. After
announcing that theywere act-
ing on the ‘information’ pro-
vided by Robert Lean, whose
family was now ‘in protective
custody’, the RUC launched a
series of leaks to themedia, des-
tined to frighten or demoralise
thepeople of West Belfast.

Simultaneously, the frequen-
cy of British army/RUC road-
blocks rose sharply, with Brits
peering inside cars at each and
every passenger, to create the
impression that they were look-
ing for people to arrest.

Throughout the week, the
RUC fed systematic lies to the
press as to: the number of
people arrested — 28 according
to the Irish News of September
8, even more according to
certain British tabloids; the
alleged high rank of Lean in the
IRA — ‘“‘Belfast’s second in
command’,it was reported; the
extent of information allegedly

“provided by Lean, who, accord-
ing to press reports, had given
60 names; the names and
alleged ranks of two of the
people detained in Castlereagh,
before’ they had even been
brought to court; the RUC boast
that Lean ‘would help them to
“wreck West Belfast Sinn
Fein’’.

Throughout the week, the
Irish and British media tripped
over themselves to print and
broadcast’ the ‘hot gossip’churned out by the RUC, show-
ing themselves willing accom-
plices in theRUC’s campaign.

While: all of Sinn Fein’s
offices were. fully staffed and
workingas usual, the press was
reporting wild allegations. of“panic spreading through West
Belfast”’ (Irish Times), of scores
of republicans ‘‘on the run’’ or“having fled over the border’”’
(EveningPress).

The Times of September..9, —

and other British newspapersthe next day, named two of the
arrested as being the ‘IRA’s
Belfast O/C”’ and its ‘‘Northern
chief’’ or even ‘‘Chiefof Staff’
— an unashamedattempt by the
RUC to further prejudice analready biasedcourt system.However, this overkillon the
part of the RUC and the media
predictablycaused some uneasein otherwisesilentquarters. The
two bishops of Derry, BishopEdward Daly and the Church of
Ireland bishop Dr. JamesMehaffey,voiced theirdoubts.as
to the use of ‘‘uncorroborated
evidence by accomplices.’’ In aRadio Ulster.interview on FridaySeptember9, Bishop Daly said
such measures were ‘‘bringingthe law into disrepute’’, while
Mehaffey called them ‘‘morallyquestionable.’’

At the weekend, British
Labour MP Martin FlannerylikenedtheBelfast show trials to.
the ‘‘show trials conducted by‘Hitlerand Stalin.”’

Meanwhile, it was announced
on FridaySeptember9,thatfour
British barristers weré to come
to Belfast to investigate. the
RUC’s use of alleged accom-’
plices’ evidence, the. tactics of‘protective custody’ for their
relatives, and other matters
linkedto theshow trials.

Protests by local solicitors
have been so scarce in the last
14 years that it is worth notingthe unattributed quotes which >

foundtheirwayinto the columns
of some newspapers, where

_
lawyers were reported as being
“‘worried”’ at what theysee as a
“‘purely political exercise’, and
concerned that there is auto-
matic ‘‘presumption of guilt’’

-for those accused by hired
perjurers (Irish Times, Septem-ber 10). In the Sunday Times,SDLP member and Belfast
solicitor Paschal O’Hare even—-
described the showtrials as ‘‘a
farce’’. “7

As 16 people were chargedsolely on the word of Robert
Lean, seven of themon Saturday
10 Septemberandtheothernine
on Monday-September 12,
solicitors for the accused
denounced the RUC leaks, and
what amountedto a ‘trial by the
media’. .

“Lean is cast as a top member
of an illegal organisation’,solicitor Pat Finucane declaréd,~explaininy the RUC strategy .

“‘as a sort of master-spy,accord-
ing to the latest reports. There-
fore he is in a position to know
accurate and reliable informa-
tion, therefore his allegations
are correct, therefore these
people mustbeguilty.’’

After thetrial involving UVF. ,informer-Joseph Bennett, OUP
and DUP politicians, under
pressure from local loyalistorganisations, had ‘unanim-
ously’ decried the use of hired
perjurers. However, after last
week’s arrests, Official Unionist
leader James Molyneaux could
no longer contain himself, and
announced on Mondaythat he :
had changed his ‘mind and now
approved of the RUCtactics.

DUP deputy leader Peter
Robinsonwasquick to attackhis
rival, and the next day called
him ‘‘a fool’? and ‘“‘naive’’,while making a bid for the
support of Belfast loyalists by.questioning theuse of perjurers.Meanwhile, British direct-
ruler James Prior played aperfect Pontius Pilate to the
assembled press on Monday,declaring that ‘“‘the use of
informers’? was a

_
matter

entirely for the courts, and thathe was‘‘distancingmyself from
it.’’ .

,
He was later slammed byWest Belfast MP Gerry Adams,whosaid: ‘‘Mr Prior supports a ~

corrupt process where the
witness is offered immunity,given inducements, and coach-
ing in what to say in court. The
law courts in Belfast are about

,
a8 independent of James Prior
as the showtrials in Russia we
of Stalin.”’ :

———— a



 

 

 
 Fascist victory inlocal election

WARNING TO FRENCH LEFT
RACISM. is on the rise in
France.. Fascists ,have reaped
where the leaders of the Social-
ist Party and Communist Party
have sown.

OnSeptember11, three mem-
bers of the French National
Front — ‘roughly similar in
politics to the British, group of
the same name — wonseats on
the town council at Dreux, west
of. Paris..One of the new coun-
cillors is Jean-Pierre Stirbois,
generalsecretary of the National
Front.

They wontheirseats aspart of
a joint“slate withthe mainstream
right-wing parties, the RPR and
the UDF. In the first round of
the election, on September 4,
the RPR/UDF slate had won
43% of the vote, the Left 41%,
and the National Front 17%.
The right wing andthe fascists

 

Nuclear arms
‘useless’

by Martin Thomas
then agreed on a joint slate for
therun-off.

It seems that the NF votes
came mainly from working class
areas. 25%of the population in
Dreux are immigrants (who do
not have the right to vote), and
the former Socialist Party mayor
was blamed for ‘giving prefer-
ence’tothem.

.

Socialist Party and Commun-
ist Party leaders voiced their
horror. But only a few days

’ before, on August 31, the SP/CP
dominated government had
announced new measures
against‘illegalimmigrants’.

The election of the left
governmentin 1981, was follow-
ed by a liberalisation-in immi-
gration law. But now thegovern-

~.

US warmonger.
INSIGHLinto the dangers of the
escalating arms race came last
week from an unlikely source —

Robert McNamara,one of the
chief instigators of the 1960s
missilebuild-up. -

McNamara,writing in the US
magazine Foreign Affairs,lifted

_

the lid of mystery on the crash of
a nuclear-armedB-52 bomberin
NorthCarolina 22 years ago.

The falling bomber dropped
two 24 megaton nuclear bombs
—. each potentially 1,800 times
more powerful than the one -

which destroyed Hiroshima.
One broke apart on impact;

the other was prevented from
explodingonly bythefinalstage
of seven safety devices — after
six had beentriggered.

-

Until now US. sources had
suppressed this information on
how close the USA had come in
1961 to reducing itself to 49
ratherthan 50 states.

Among those struggling to
hold back the facts was the then
Secretary of Defense in the

- rabidly anti-Soviet Kennedy
administration: Robert
McNamara!

Kennedy had strongly
attackedthe Eisenhower admin-

.

istration for allowing the emer-

By Harry Sfoan
gence of a ‘‘missile gap’’ leav-
ing the USA lagging behind the
USSR.

Yet when he took office in
1961 McNamaradiscovered — if
he didn’t already know — that
this ‘‘missile gap’’ was an elab-
orate fiction, encouraged by
USairforce chiefs, who wanted a
permanent‘‘first strike’’ super-
iority over theUSSR.

McNamara — a_ leading
executive from the Ford Motor
Company ~— forged ahead
regardless, authorising the
deployment of 1,000  inter-
continental ‘Minutemen’
missiles and the developmentof
the Polaris submarine missile
system.

It was under McNamara
that development work on the
Multiple Independently-target-
ed Re-entry Vehicle (MIRV)
warheads began in earnest; and
to McNamara must be attrib-
uted the first moves towards
Tridentand MX missiles.

It is of course interesting that
thisman whohascontributed as

~ muchas anyliving individual to

  
It seems thatthe Tories’ Nation-
ality Act has effects outside of
Britain as well. In recent months
700 black people using 60 hour
identity cards were turned away
by French immigration because
they ‘feared’ many of. them had
no right to return to Britain. This
time a trip to France for’ under-
privileged children is likely to be

an ail-white outing for fear that
black children will be turned
back.

“Obviously the French customs
officials are being racist by specif-ically ‘singling out blacks but
essentially the responsibility lies
with the British government and
their racist laws.

It is a general trend through-
out capitalist Europe to useimmigrant workers as scapegoatsand the West Germanand French
States are actively trying to repatr-iate immigrant workers. In France
one union leader has called for
all immigrants who have been in
France for less than ten years to
be sent home.

In Germany the Christian
Democrat government is tradingunder the slogan ‘ ‘Germanyis not
a country of “immigration” anditplans to reduce its immigration
population by 2-3 million by
1990. ,

 

 

ment has changed its tune.
Morestaff will be employed to
chase ‘illegal’.immigrants,

» theywillbe deported faster, and
they will lose their right to
appeal unless they can afford to ~

paytheir fare back to France for
thehearing.

The main union federations,
the CGT and the CFDT, suppor-
ted these measures. And even
before. 1981 the

‘too many’ immigrants in CP-
controlled municipalities. One
CP mayor led a gang of thugs
who smashed up an immigrant
workers’ hostel.

With the main left parties
thushelping to promote the idea
thatimmigrantsare ‘a problem’,
is it surprising that someof the.
most desperate and _hard-
pressed French ‘workers turn to

Communist~
- Party had been agitating about

the fascists, who promise real
actionagainst this ‘problem’?
' The Dreux result confirms a
pattern of rising support for the
fascists. In March this year,
National Front leader Jean-
Marie Le Pen won 11% of the
vote in a working class area of
Paris.

This does not mean that
fascism is round the corner in
France. Although only one
major leader of the RPR/UDF
— Simone Veil — has publicly
dissociated from the. Dreux
alliance, theRPR/UDF leaders
have repudiated any notion of
an overall nationalalliance. And
the NF remains a relatively
small force.

:Butracistattacks are likely to
increase — unless the French
labour movement heeds the
warningof theDreuxresult. 

No militarypurpose? Why did he spendbillionson them, then?

the dangers of nuclear war
should now declare as he has
done in ‘Foreign Affairs”
magazine that “‘nuclear
weapons serve no military pur-
pose whatsoever.’

But perhaps one reason for
‘this limited degree of enlight-
ernmentflowsfrom McNamara’s
intervening yearsof work in the
World Bank, where he had +o
devote his energies to extract-
ing the maximum profits from
the labour of workers and peas-
ants in Third World countries.

In such an enterprise — or
indeed in last year’s Malvinas
war — nuclearweaponsarelittle
use. McNamara advocates a
strengtheningof NATO’s ‘‘con-
ventional’ forces, and the
establishment of a ‘‘nuclear-
free zone’’ in Europe.

With touching confidence
which few will share, his article
also assures theworld that:

“It is difficult to imagine any
USPresident under any circum-
stances initiating a strategic
strike except in retaliation
against a Soviet strike.”’

‘No’ to missiles
AS tens of thousands of anti-
war activists in West Germany
prepare for mass demonstra-
tions this autumn against the
stationing of American Pershing
missiles, there are signs that a
Novemberspecial conference of
the Social Democratic Paty
could well overturn. its present
policy and declare against themissiles. -

Schmidt

Former SPD

_
Chancellor

Helmut Schmidt, a staunch
upholder of NATO strategy and
the USalliance, has apparently
gone to earth, and is making
little attempt to stem the tide of
opinion away from support for
the deployment of the

Pershings.
Meanwhile an SPD regional

conference in Baden-Wurttem-
burg has voted unanimously to
resist themissiles.

Stung by this breach in the
‘bi-partisan’ line of support for
US imperialism, Christian
Democrat leaders have arranged
a massiveseries of party rallies
across the country to counter
the show of strength by the
peacecampaigners.

Stiff new restrictions on
demonstrations have beenintro-
duced by Chancellor Kohl’s
government, who are now
incensed at thefactthatmany of
the demonstratorswillbeable to
take advantage of hefty reduc-
tions through block bookings on
German railways.

 Cuban troops in ‘Angola

  
UNITA moves in

AFTERyears of undeclared
South African intervention and
sustained sabotage and guerrilla
activity by the pro-imperialist
forces of Jonas Savimbi’s

, unita, the Angolan regime is
currently struggling to hold on
to power and control over large
areasof thecountry.

Foreign diplomats have been
warned that their safety cannot
be guaranteed if they venture
more than 15 miles from the
capital, Luanda.

Savimbi’s. systematic sabo-
tage .

of communications: and
other economic targets — inflic-
ting an estimated $6 billion of
damage — has combined with
the slumpin crude oil prices to
devastate the weak Angola
economy, whichis still linked to
themajor oilmonopolies.

It is partly the attempts by the
Dos Santos regime to mend its
bridges to the USA, the other
imperialist nations, and South
Africa,which havelaid it open to
thecurrent militaryoffensive.

A condition of ‘‘normalised’’
relations with the USA and
South Africa is the withdrawal
of an_ estimated 20-25,000
Cuban troops, who have
remained in Angola as a prop to
the MPLA, since they helped
defeat imperialist-backed FNLA
and UNITAguerrillasin 1976.

Whilethe Angola regime has
flirted with the idea of a Cuban
withdrawal. it has effectively
paralysed any military response
to UNITA by the Cubans: and.
this. same vacillationhas minim-
ised possible Soviet military
and economic aid. All the time,
Savimbi has been drawing
increased South African ‘andimperialistsupport.

The longer Dos Santos
prevaricates, the more the odds
swing in favour of Savimbi and
his Western backers toppling
the MPLA and establishing a
pliable, pro-Pretoria regime,
which would ride roughshod
over the workers and peasants
of Angola.
 

_° P .

PERUVIANsecurity forces have
summarilyexecuted hundreds of

.Andean Indians in massive
counter-insurgency operations
launchedthisyear, according to
Amnesty International.

Since January 1983, ‘‘dis-
appearances’’ and extra-judicial-
executions in a_nine-province
emérgency zone under military
rule ‘‘have been perpetrated
with impunity and are increas-
ing in number.”’

Armystatistics: put the num-
ber of people killed by security
forces this year at over 500. All

_the dead are said to have been
guerrillas but officials give few ©

details, Amnesty International
said. Military communiques on
operations in remote rural areas
rarely report thatprisoners have
beentaken,it added.

According to evidence -collec-
ted by Amnesty International,
many of the unnamed victims
have been killed after being
detained, wounded or tortured
by. military units and recently
established civilian anti-
guerrillagroups.

The security operations, now
covering the Andean areas of
Ayacucho, Huancavelica and
Apurimac, are a response to
killings of hundreds of peasantvillagers by the guerrilla group,
Sendero Luminoso, The Shining
Path.

. .

Examiningthekillingof eightjournalists on 26 January in the
Andean community of Uchurac-
cay, Amnesty International
cited evidence that they were
detained and summarily execu-
ted on the authority of the
Teniente Gobernador, the most
senior local official appointedby thecentral government.

Uchuraccay authorities

.
said’

they had been given military
orders to interdict all movement
on trails in theregion to: block
guerrilla routes, said Amnesty
International.

A resident, Saturnino Ayala
Robles who was in Uchuraccay
at the time of the executions,
said troops had ordered the
killing of all strangers passingthrough the area and hadinstructed the locals to ‘‘do so
with great cruelty, to torture
themand mutilatethem’’. ©

No escape
IN THE so-called German
Democratic Republic people
are regularly jailed for even
mildcriticismofofficialpolicies.

For example, those who
have difficult in getting exit
visas and talk about it can be

-sent to prison on charges of
‘treasonable
information’.

The law makes such actions
an. offence even if the infor-
mation is accurate and not
an official secret. Amnesty,
the world wide human rightsorganisation, says (in the Sep-
tember issue of Amnesty
International Newsletter)
it has yet to learn of a single
prisoner broughtto trial on such
chargesbeingacquitted.

Argentine
strike call
IN A renewed surge of working
class action,thetwo major union
confederations in Argentina
havethreateneda general strike
if their package of wage

passing on of

demands are not conceded on
September21.

Already public sector workers
are to stage a 24-hour strike on
Thursday September22;witha
further 48 hour strike next week
if theirdemandsare not met.

New pamphlet, 50p; latest TSC;
bulletin, 30p, plus postage.
From TSC, BM Box 5965,
London WCIN 3XX.
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SocialistOrganiser conference discusses

 
‘““HOW TOfight theTories’’ was
the theme: but in the light of .

experience since 1979 much of *
the discussion and debate inevi-
tably centred on how — and why
— the leaders of the labour
movement have sabotaged any
suchfight.

And thesameinescapableles-
son emerged in each case: the
need for an organised, concert-
ed struggle inside the unions
and the Labour Party to defeat
the right wing offensive, and
offer a clear and principled lead
in the struggles which<

continue
to develop.Socialist Organiser’s Septem-ber 17 conference

— called in
the aftermathof the June 9 dis-
aster, and designedto provide a
focusfor political discussion and
clarification — proved to be
well-timed.

Onereflectionof this was the
turnout of over 300, andthecon-
structive spirit in the workshopsand plenary sessions, which
discussed almost every aspectof the fight against the Thatcher
offensive.

Followinghard on theheels of
a disgracefulTUC Congress, the
SO conference offered _left-
wingers a chanceto take stock of
theindustrial andpoliticalstrug-gle in advance of the Labour
Party conference.

While drawing a sober balan-
ce sheet of the setbacksinflicted
on the workers’ movement by
theTories, withtheassistance of
right wing and spineless ‘left’
trade union leaders, speakerspointed at the same time to thetenacity of struggles — such as
theoccupation ofThornton Viewhospital in Bradford and the
fight against privatisation of |.British Telecom:

The opening session of \the
conference was chaired by vic-

 Harry Sloan reports on theSeptember 17 ‘Howto Fight the
Tories’ conference.

timised BL Cowleymilitant Alan
Thornett (whose speech we will
carry next week).

CoHSE Broad Left activist
Andrea Campbell spoke of the
bureaucratic obstacles in the

-path of those health workers —

©

such as those occupying Thorn-
ton View — whotake action to
halt theTory bulldozers.

Colin Talbot spoke of the
struggle in the POEU, on the
eve of the union’s special con-
ference on privatisation.

The conflictbetweenrank and
file and the established leader-
ship-is not restricted to the un-
ions: it runs through into the
Labour Party, as Alf Holmes of
the disaffiliated WythenshaweCLP vividlydescribed.

He recounted the stru;ggles
between the leftward-moving
rank andfilein Manchester and
the bureaucraticleaders at Wal-
worth Road, backed up bytheir
trade union cronies and
stressed thatWythenshawemaybe down (and disqualified from
this year’s Conference), but is
certainly notout.

The disbanded CLP continues
to operate unofficially while
pursuingthefight.

Joy Hurcombeof Labour CND
told the conference about the
recent attempts by the CNDleadership to move away fromunilateralism.

The more general question of
whatpoliticies and whatkind ofleadership can reach and mobil-
ise the millions of workers who
did not vote Labour on June 9
was taken up by Reg Race andby Jeremy Corbyn MP. :
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Race quoted,as a vivid exam-
ple of how Labour governmentshave operated, the secret deci-
sion by a tiny cabal of Labour
ministers in Attlee’s 1945. gov-
ernment to begin development
of a British nuclearbomb.

The last Labour: government
continued the same pattern,
with its secret decision to deve-
lop the ‘Chevaline’ update for
Polaris. How, then, could to-
day’s Labour leadership hold
any credibility in arguing a
unilateralistpolicy?

Race argued forcefully for a

COULD a Labour government
controltheCityif it really want-
ed to?

Some comradesin the ‘Alter-
native Economic Strategy’ work-
shop thought it could — and
moreoverthatexchange controls
mustbe a priority measure for
any radicalLabour government.

Most speakers disagreed. So
long as the basic framework of
capitalism remains intact, they
pointed out, the multinationals
have dozens of channels to
evade exchangecontrols. And so
long as a Labour government
restricted themobilisationof the
working class to merely ‘con-
trolling’ the institutions of capi-
talist power — ratherthanover-throwingthem — the entrench-
ed power of the bosses and
bankers would surely win out
in theend. :

.

Besides, what is the rationale
of exchange controls in isolation
from comprehensive

_
socialist

measures? ManyontheLeft saythatthebillionsinvested abroad
by British capital are a ‘waste’
— but by what nationalist quirk
is investment by British capital
in Britain progressive, and
investment by ‘British capitalelsewhere wasteful? The argu-
ment must be put on a class, not
a nationalist,Hasis.

Tony Dale from Manchester
argued that the central prob-.lem of theAESis not so prach

- stru,

 
nationalismasthefactthatit is a
strategy ‘from above’. Martin
Thomas,who had introduced theworkshop, argued in reply that
thisis onlyhalf true.

All versions of the AES con-
fine themselves to influencing
thecapitalist nation-state rather

campaign in support of Eric
Heffer and Michael Meacheras
the best way to fight for a
change in the Party.

Jeremy Corbyn took up a simi-
lar theme — pointing to thetwo-
faced attitude of Labour’s right
wing. On the one hand, they ©

claim that the Party is ‘‘losing
its appeal to ordinary working
people”’; on the other, when re-
mindedthatLabour’s most solid

“support has come fromthework- '

ing class families,black people,
and youthin theinnercity areas,they argue that the Party must
not become ‘ghettoised’.‘A turn to organising unem-ployed youth, and activeinvol-
vementin trade union and other

les — such as the New-
ham8campaign — is vital to the

than overthrowing it. Most ver-
sions of the AESstress pressure
on the state ‘from above’
through Parliament. But there
are also versions stressing pres-
sure ‘frombelow’,throughtrade

-ynion and community organis-
ations.

For example, Mike. Cooleyand Mike George (both closely
associatedwiththe Lucas Aero-
space Workers’ Plan) argue for‘economic and industrial plan-ning firmlybased‘on activismat

 
Platform speakers included Colin
Talbot (above, far right), Joy
Hurcombe (centre),Jeremy

' Corbyn MP, Reg Race, Alf .- =

Holmes, John O'Mahony (fromtight to left in left-handpicture),
‘Alan Thornett and: AndreaCamp-
bell (not pictured). We'llbecarrying more of the speechesin
later issues of Socialist Organiser.

mobilisation of. the Labour
Party,he argued.

John O’Mahony from the
Socialist Organiser editorial
board wasthefinalspeaker. He
argued thattheSocialist Organ-
iser Alliance had a central and
irreplaceable role to play, and
called on those present to join
the SOAandhelp buildit.
 TACKLINGTHE CITY

the grassroots’, but in the
frameworkof ‘‘an economics for
social needs (much asin the Sec-
ond World War,and in Dalton’s
immediatepost-warbuigets)’’.

One aspect which wefailedto
‘discuss, but which looms in-creasingly large in the’ labour
movement, is the other sort of
‘AES from below’ — the ‘local
government AES’, as practisedby the Greater LondonCounciland other left

.
Labour

_

local
, authorities.

 More than tokens
MANYLabour Party and trade
union organisations will now
pass resolutions on lésbian and
gay rights. That’s#a step for-
ward — but one. that Usually
falls far short ofaction on the
issue.

This problem was the centre
of the discussion in the work- °

shop on ‘Gay Rights — coming
out inthelabour movement’.

Bob Cant, introducing the
_workshop,pointed out thatwhile
on manyissues thelabour move-
ment challenges

_
prevailing

values as a matter of course,generally it continues to acceptcofventional heterosexual rela-
tions as a norm.

A comrade from Coventry
cited a striking example of the
often tokenistic nature of labour
movement support for lesbian
and gayrights. In thediscussion
on conference resolutions in her
constituency Labour Party, alesbian/gay

_
tights resolution

,

was canféd almost without
controversy. But®vhenit cameto
deciding which resolution would
betheonethattheCLPisentitl-
ed to send in for conference,overwhelming preference. was
given to another — advocating
morecapitalist investmentin the
Third World as the road to deve-

- lopmentthere..
‘And when the City Couneil

had prevented a Gay Festival
- from taking place locally, there

.had beenno effective responsefrom theLabour Party.
The lack of resolutions andamendments for Labour Partyconferencethisyear on lesbian/

gay rights shows that these are
not untypicalexperiences.

Westillhave a lot of work todo to convince the labour move-
mentthatlesbian/gayliberationis an issue demanding morepriority than occasional con-

_ Science-salvingresolutions.

 

                                                                                                                         
       

                    
      

                            
   
     
     

                      
   
         

                
 
 
 

 
 

 
        
 
 

  
  

                                
 

  
 

 

 

             
      

 

      

                  
  

 
   

  
 

  
 

  
    
 
 

 
   

 

 

      

 

 

 

   
    

         
 

 

     

      
 

 
 
 

 

   
     

 

 

 
 

      
 

                      
 

         
        

                    

 
 
 

     
 
 

 

 

 

       
    

 

      
 
 

Gearing up against ThatcherMa
Broad

IN THE workshop on Broad
Lefts there were contributions
from ASTMS, USDAW, TGWU,‘AUEW,and NUT. -

ColinTalbot of the,Post OfficeEngineering Union pointed out
that British Telecom — -unlike

‘other industries — is highlyprofitable, and growing.
The workforce is very confi-

dent, having made gains with
little struggle. After Communist

_Party control collapsed in. the |early ’50s, however, this situa-"
’ tionThad produced a right wing

leadership. -- 2

Now the threat of privatisa-
.

tion to jobs, wages. and condi-
tions has roused the member-
ship to place the Broad Left in
power. The Right had shown it-
selfincapable ofleadinga fight.

The POEU Broad Left today,Colin said, is unlike the Broad
Left ofthe past. It is open anddemocratic, and includes all
left tendencies save those who
exclude themselves. There are
open and honest differences —

but policy is decided by majorityvote.
The Broad Left does not con-

centrate exclusively on union
elections.

.However, the Broad Left

STUD
“FE COLLEGESare different”, said Y'
don’t focus on the college. They have
animal welfare was the most political
in”,

The workshop acknowledgedthatFi
organisein.

But Tony Dale, a memberoftheNa
,

Students nationalcommittee, thoughts
. «| anise FE students as students around

Comrades in Manchester had sold quiteweek, hesaid.
Karen Talbot, a memberof the Nati

tive, said thatcuts, privatisation,and
Y:should bepushing. Unfortunately. NUS

to beup to activists in the colleges to gn

.
annual grantsmarch is notgoing ahead.

Dave Bebin from Nottingham Univ
helping college staff set up Labour Pa
branches could becomereally importa
more into the front-lineof Tory attac

Gerald James from the London Sch
was a danger thatwe could end up for
ing exclusively on labour movementb:

But he accepted thatstudent unio
against privatisation, for instance, on
movementisn’tjust an ideologically ‘cnecessity for students if state educati
extended. ~



 
rk 2

 
“WOMENandtheLabour Movement’\wasa very well-attended workshop,and the few outlandish interven-
tions from ultra-left sectarians did not prevent positive and thoughtful discussion.

In her introduction, Liz Philipson said thatwhile themove to increase the representation of women on

the Labour Party National Executive had won backingfrom theConstituency LabourParties,it still had to
get support in many trade unions, We have to persuade womento be active in trade unions, and to convince
men that they,too, need to fight for women’s rights. And we haveto use themost imaginativemethodsof
getting our ideas across — notjust theusual leaflets,but also such formsas theatre.

Onesister spoke of the current NALGO sesidential care workers’ dispute. The role of women in ‘caring
jobs’ has led them to see the need to preserve thosejobs.

Mary Corbishley said that she was afraid that issues of special concern to women,such as sexual harass-
mentat work,will be squeezed out underpressure of a push from menfor a united fight to get a Labour gov-
ernmentre-elected. But for many womenthechoice is to put up with sexual harassmentorto lose theirjobs.
Suchissues cannot be ignored.

Jenny Fisher reported on thework being doneto unite thestruggles of blackand Asian women with the

were LabourParty members,
Gerry Byrne commentedon how many womenwere frightene

Labour Party in East London. On a recent demonstration against deportations, one thirdof theparticipants
d of getting involvedin trade unionand

LabourParty politics becauseof theconstant threatof violence by men at homeandin thestreet.

 
      

Colin Talbot of the POEU pointed out that telecommunications is a
fast-growing industry. If the miners’ economic position is getting
weaker, he said, telecoms workers will have to take over as the shock
troops of the labour movement.

Lefts|Why is therea downturn?
ipporters on the union’s Nat-
nal Executive Committee have
roved shaky under pressure
om thefull-timebureaucrats.
Stephen Corbishley said that

ie CPSA Broad Left has some
milarities with the POEU’s.
nlike the old Broad Left which
et secretlyto fix deals, it is an
sen organisation, though.the
bcialist Workers’ Party ex-
udesitself.
‘The CPSA Broad Left has
wshed for more union demo-
acy, with considerable .suc-
iss, but (because of Militant’s
fluence) it is very bad in its
blicy on women.
‘Unlikethe POEU BroadLeft,
ie CPSA Broad Left has to
anised in many different
‘tions of workers. This leads
| different policy emphases
| different areas, for example,
pposition to the Tories’ Youth
raining Scheme not being
ashed strongly among Man-
swer Services Commissionprkers.
‘Recently, Stephen said, de-
hte has declined in the Broad
pft. Militant supporters are
bw just over 50% of the Broad
pft, and thereforedo not need
|} worry about arguing to win
Ipport.NTS
bane from Sheffield. “Students
wtside interests. At my tech
ibject people were interested

' colleges can be very hard to

ional Organisation of Labour
at it would be possible to org-
e paper ‘Socialist Student’.
few outside tech colleges this

nal Union. of Students execu-
S were the issues which NUS
n't doing that,and it’sgoing
e a lead. It tookslikeeven the

ity stressed thatwe should be
‘ workplace branches. These
as colleges are drawn more and

7 of Economics said thatthere
ting student issues and focus-
les.
cannot hope to win fights
ir won. Turning to thelabour
ect’ slogan.it is an immediate
is to be defended, let alone

 

 JOHN O’MAHONY,editor of
Socialist Organiser, summed
up at the end of the confer-
ence. He addressed himself to
themood of-depression in the
labour provement after Jung
9. .

All. around us is massive de-
vastation, by the slump and by
the Tories. What does the work-
ing class‘need as an answer to
this? Socialism: the socialist
revolution.

True, it was unlikely that a
socialist revolutionwould be the
first response of the British
working class to the slump. A
whole period is necessary in
which the working class reorg-
anises andreorientsitself.

But what was possible was a
radical Labour government
whichtriedto serve the interests
of the workingclass, and which
depended forits abilityto act on
working class mobilisation.We
didn’t get that. What was also
possible was an explosive trade
union fightback.We haven’t got
that,either. :

What we have got is a Tory
election victory — Thatcher
Mark2. We have a TUCveering
to the right, unable even to be
decent trade unionists, and now
talking to hangman Tebbit ab-
out what rope he should use.

Worse thanthecollapse at the
top has been the collapse of
rank and filemilitancy. For two
decades the rank and file had
been able largely to ignore the
top union bureaucrats and to
defy and even defeat govern-
ments. This rank and file mili-
tancy collapsed just when it was
most needed.

There have been industrial
victories — Michelin, FirthDeri-
hon, Greenings, the Financial
Times — butall in all industrial
militancyis at a low ebb.

Reason to bedepressed? Yes.
But there is no reason to give in
to thecosmicgloom and despon-
dency which has overwhelmed
sections of theLeft.

The sun rises and sets, and
‘short of nuclear annihilationit is
equally certain that the class
struggle willrevive. Even devas-
tation ‘like that inflicted on the
Chilean workers ten years ago

 could not indefinitely prevent a
revivalof theclass struggie.

Most important, and decisive
for the future, is to learn the
lessons. Weoften talk about the
class struggle in military imag-
es. An armythust analyse and
studyits defeats and setbacks.

Why has the labour move-
mentlost ground?

Thevisible and obvious reas-
on is the slump, which under-.
minesthestrengthof the labour
movement through mass unem-
ployment. But slumps produce
varying effects. After the initial
shock was over, the slumpin the
US in the 1930s spurred the
workers to create mass industr-
ial unionsforthefirst time.

The reasonwhy the slump has
had such a bad effect so faron
the British labour movement is
to befound in what went before.
The Labour government’s be-
trayals in office opened up work-
ers to despair and disillusion-
ment. In 1973-4, tremendous
industrial militancy pushed out
theTories andledto the Wilson-
Callaghan government — as
the only thingthe labour move-
ment had to put in place of the
Tories. And the result was
attacks on the working class,
cuts in real wages and in public
services. —

Whydid it go like that? Be-
cause of the limitations of the
labour movement itself, and
especiallybecauseof the limita-
tions of the rank andfilemili-
tancy of the ’60s and ’70s. What
is happening nowhas to be seen
in the perspective of the last 20
years. —

The rank and file militancy
was tremendously effective on
wages and conditions. Its
strength and success there was
also therootof its politicalweak-
ness.It did not have to concern
itself very much with the prob-
lem of the. official leadership
structuresof the unions, or with
the political wing of the labour
movement, theLabour Party.

The labour movement was
sectionalised; chopped up into ©

segments. The rank andfilewas
without a socialist perspective
into whichit fitted its own activ-
ity. In this it differed markedly
from the shop stewards’ move--
ment of the 1920s, which saw
itself as one wing of a revolu-
tionary socialistmovement.

When the shop stewards’

 
movementand the rank andfile
militancy were at their peak,
what was going on in the Labour
Party? Very little.

But by the time the struggle
for internal democracy was
shaking the Labour Party, the
slump was already dragging
down therank andfileindustrial
militancy.

;The Labour Party struggle for
democracy was,of course, itself
a result of the experience of
Labour in government in the
’70s and of the industrial strug-
gles. Yet the two currents, the
industrial militancy in the trade-
unions and the movement with-
in the Labour Party, never pro-
perly cohered. They never unit-.
ed their strengths. The Left has
had setbacksin theLabour Party
because it has failed to win in
theunions.

Overthetwo or more decades
before the present downturn,
the labour movement was pow-
erful, effective (for limited pur-
poses), but incoherent. Its dif-
ferent strands — andin thefirst
place its political and industrial
strands — were not united into
any integrated and coherent
class strategy.

That’s why. we could not
handle the Labour government
which rode to power on a wave
of industrial militancy in 1974.
That’s why the movement has
reactedas it has to theslump.

The ‘official leaders have al-
ways played a bad role. The
slump, the entrenched leader-
ship, but above all the disap-
pointments and limitations of
what the movement was and.
did in the period of its greatest
powerand strength — these are
the reasonsfor thedownturn.

The limitations of. the rank
and filemovement, in turn, are
to be traced back to the limita- ©

tions of the Left — its confu-
sions, divisions, and
numbers.

The classstruggle will revive.
Our job is to bereadyforit.

The Tories are stepping up
their offensive. The TUC wants
to live with Tebbit’s laws. But.
maybe they won’t be able to.
There is still. tremendous
strength in the labour move-
ment. ~

What do we need to do now?
1. Repair the ravages to shop ~

floororganisation,only thistime
on a higherpolitical basis. The

  
 

small

shop stewards’ movement must
be equipped with socialist per-
spectives and a programme for
trade union democracy which
also concerns itself with the
broader labour movement.

Is it whistling in the dark to
talk like this in the middle of a
slump? Rememberhow theMin-
ority Movement, themost effec-
tive, integrated, and compre-
hensive rank and filemovement
ever, started! It was launched
amidst the collapse of militancy
in theearly ’20s, and was effec-
tive thanks to a strong political
backbone.

2. Continue the fight in the
Labour Party. TheLabour Party
is still the political arm of the
labour movement. There is no
serious alternative to continuing
thisfight.

3. The entire labour move-
ment must be regenerated and
renewed, and given the objec-
tive of taking power,in place of
its old, merely reformist, objec-
tives.

4. The struggles in the Lab-
our Party and in the trade
unions,thestruggles of sections
like blacksand women, must be

‘linked together and integrated
into a movementwitha coherent
strategy, not only against the
Tories but against capitalism
itself.

Get
GANISED!

Become a supporter of the Socialist
Organiser Alliance -- groups are establi-
shed in most large towns. We ask £1.50 a

month minimum (20p unwaged) contri-
butionfrom supporters.

| want to become a Socialist Organ-
iser supporter/ | want more inform-
ation.

Send to Socialist Organiser, 28
Middle Lane, London N8 8PL.

anne

5, We must organise and re-
group the revolutionary social-
ists in the labour movement.
This is the precondition for
everythingelse.

‘Buildtherevolutionaryparty’
has becomeoneof the most dis-
credited of the sectarian catch-
cries. Those. who. counterpose
this slogan to the existing lab-
our movement, andto thetask of
changing it, deserve to be dis-
credited.

Butstill...the Labour Party is
a ‘broad church’, the trade un-
ions are vast and politically
heterogeneous

_

organisations.
The only agency that can over-
come the fragmentation and
political incoherence of the
working-class movement and
themovements of the oppressed
is an organisation of socialists
with a clear-cut, comprehensive
strategy.

The Socialist Organiser Al-
liance has made some impact in
the labour movement. If we had
beenbetterorganised, we could
have madea bigger impact. To
prepare for a new upsurge of
workingclass struggle, we need.
to build and strengthenthe Soc-
ialist Organiser Alliance now.

Those not already organised
supporters of the paper should
considerjoiningthe SOA.



 
 

  

 
Gay candidate's

The anti-gay savaging of Peter Tatchell in the Bermondseyby-election might well haveintimidated gays from standinginelections lest they get thesame treatment. The Bermondseyexperience was bound to make Labour Parties cautious and togive a ‘reasonable’disguise to anti-gay bigotry. The story of how
an openly gay candidate won a local government seat inNottingham is therefore an important and an inspiring one.Gay activist Richard McCance was selected as a Labour localelection candidate in Nottingham for what seemed an un-winnable seat. The branch seemed to have no difficultyaccept-ing his gayness until suddenly theseat began to look winnable.Then an unsuccessful attempt was madeto ditch gay rights.Later Richard McCance’s ri
about his sexual orientation in

ight to be ‘open and positive’his: personal statement to theelectorate was challenged. This is Richard McCance’s story ofhis election campaign.
_

THEdivisions andconflictsthat
arose from the campaign meet-ing of thebranchtook a few days

.

to superficially heal; those ontheLeft who had sold out on gayrights faced the wrath of those
_ who hadheldfast, knowing thatby doing so we might lose both
. seats,but that it was important’to start the campaign as. weintended to continue it, and notbeginby compromising.
_ However, I did agree-tochange ‘lover’ to ‘partner’,which had connotations of
' Wimbledon and the Skaters| Waltz. It was in this spirit of
, compromise thatmy agent, whohad resigned, was persuaded by
' intermediariesto re-enlist.

Asian
I was not sure that the wordgay’ would translate positively| into Asian languages. There

| appeared to be noself-defined

Ie

, word, only very negative ones,-| So it was omitted from our Asianlanguage leaflets. I had justheard of a case of an Asian youthleaught stealing whose ratherstrict father wanted to chop off‘his hand, but for the timelyintervention of a more progres-ive Asian community leader. Indered over what might
ppen if I chanced upon theirloorstep! 7
It was now time to take aleetinglook at thecontendersin

is election line-upand a profilethewarditself. 5
There were the two Toryuncillors, who had surfaced in
e ward, almost for the firstime in four years, to presenteir calling cards, one Liberaldidate replete with orangeret, doubile-barrelled name

country seat, who hadiiready worked the ward withurf-laden leaflets like thereyas no tomorrow.
. When ‘Suzie’ as she liked tocalled, wasn’t posing Imee-

p in shit and broken glass
e could.be seen.ascendingthe -

ildhall steps, petition inland, pointingheavenwards. ponseeeenenenanen

Be ee wi wie

'.found to

tions, per 1000 members.£2 for low-waged indivi-| duals. £1 for unwaged. Add 50p if-you want thespecial issue‘of Gay Socialist.
A

Then there were the twoLabour candidates, a young localAnglo-Arab community worker
with an English name, andmyself, a white middle-aged gaysocial worker who lived and
workedoutside theward.

Forest Fields bears thefamiliarsigns of an area in tran-
sition — and it now seems in ahurry to smartenitself up. The
area escaped the bulldozers inthe early ’70s and the rowasofsmall,neat terraced houses bearevidence of modernisation,There are also many largegabled houses, some still inmulti-occupation, others morerecentely colonized by profes-
sionals. Small shops abound,bringing the produce of tropicalgardens to the street corner,presided over by names likeSingh and Khan,nowasfamiliar
as Smithor Brown.

Press
Good old-fashioned paranoiabegan to take hold of me, as Ilooked for further evidence ofimpendingtreachery. And when

our personal statements were
need

— reprintingbecauseof typographical errors,I firmly believedthat this was aplot to stop the statements
appearingatall!

I wondered what someof theother workers might be think-ing. For despite my track record
on a range of issues, I think
some’ peope still half-expected
me to cause an_ avariciousnews-hungry press to descendBermondsey-styleon theward.

Even if I wasn’t about to run

a
~

To join oraffiliate,write to Chris Richardson, 21DevonshirePromenade,Lenton, Nottingham NG72DS.£5 for individuals, or for affiliatedorganisa-

   

JOHN
HARRIS
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Anti-gay bigotry helped sinkPeter
befought successfully,

wild in a frock I just might rockthe boat and issue a pressrelease on the newlyconstitutedGay Giro Users Assocition/GayLiberationFront.
.But the predicted collective

doom just did not happen.Neither the press nor the otherpolitical parties responded apartfrom a smell article in the localTory rag which had meadmitting that I was gay, butthenwenton to accuratelyquotefrom my personal statement onEqual Opportunities.
I was later able to identifythe ‘sudden unease of my run-ning mate on the day of my‘admission’ who went intooverdrive, rushing round can-vassing at the double. No-onementioned the press release,though it had clearly beenknown about by my agent.Five days before the electionthe new statements were readyfor distribution.

Canvass
We were now into our third

canvass and somereturnswere,indicatingthatwhilst the Labour
promises were generallyholdingfirm, somesplit or single votingwould occur. Some people nowmade it clear on the doorstepthat they would not vote for ahomosexual, no way.There was the African familywhose vote we lost, and the
irate letter which began: ‘‘Dear
Mr. Gay . . . we can do without
your kind

. . . go back to where
you came from, Londonno doubt

- . and take the blacks, pimpsand muggers with you . . . tothink you boast about being ayouth leader and school gover-
nor

. . . enough is enoughmate!’ (The other candidate
was the youth leader and schoolgovernor.)

.
Elsewhere a student social

worker said she could not bringherself to vote for the gay candi-date as she was a Christian andit was against God’s will. WhenI introduced myself as sufferingfrom that unfortunate afflictionshe giggled nervously andblushed as she closed thedoorrapidly.

 

campaignOPEN AND POSITIVE

 

 

  
    

Tatchell. But RichardMcCance’s campaign showed thatthis bigotry can.

Another Labour candidateenthusiasticallyrelayed back to
methatthe local Leftie-patron-ised pub owner had openlydeclared thatshe would not votefor a homosexual.

The evening before pollingday the agent andtheothercan-didate tried some subtle pres-
sure on me to reduce my gayprofile.

Sacrifice

The argument wentlike this.My agent
wearing his CND badge — afterall it was important not.to dis-
courage voters and to win. Then
we would have four years to put
our policies into action. There-fore it would be logical not to
“wear any badges, although mypink triangle would be alright(I wonder why?).

Whentheyrealised thiswould
not worktheydroppedit.

An eve of poll final fling bythe Liberals galvanised us intoaction andat 6 am on a cold,wet election day twenty suppor-ters drenched the ward withleaflets which showed Toriesand Liberalsshakinghands.During the day I had several‘good-luck calls including onefrom one of the members whosaid that whatever the resultT had maintained my integrityand he was proud to have been
associatedwiththecampaign.Towards the close of poll a
young man whom I had thoughtto begay, arrived at the commit-tee roomsin a panic because hewanted to vote but couldn’tfind the polling station. It wasclear there was an urgency forhim to record his vote.

At the count the votingpattern clearly showed thatwhatever prejudices existed,85% of the Labour votes werecast for theslate of two. Boththeothercandidateand myself gotasignificant number of split andsingle votes. My split. votes
were predominantly Tory/Labour andhis Liberal/Labour.

More importantly, there wasonly a difference of two votesbetween the other

_
Labourcandidate and myself. (One

would sacrifice
|

of the Tory candidates, incredu-lous at his defeat [at the hands
of a pervert?] dissolved intotears). :

Reactions to my win were
varied and ranged from euphor-ia to incredulity. One friend -

broke down and cried when sheheard the result — anotherphoned me twice, he couldn’tbelieve it. A phone-call from alesbianmum forecast a gay take-
overof City Hall!

The campaign was remark-ablefor its lackof visible homo-phobia — individual prejudiceswhich may have been strong
were not united by any orches-
trated anti-gay campaign, as inBermondsey.

From the start my supportersand I set the terms of the cam-paign which helped determineits outcome. Too often we areput on the defensive when weshould have the right to raise
gay rights on our own terms asand when wechoose.

John Shiers,-writing in
Gay News,said: ‘We should not
have to deny our gayness in
order to be taken seriously as
Socialists’. And that is basically
whatit is all about.
Thestraight candidates would
offer what theyconsidered to be
theirpassport to acceptability—‘2.4 children, happily married,Rotarian’. I was seeking the
same opportunity to say that I
was different and perhaps to

-AGAINST THE
WITCH-HUNT!

Join LABOURAGAINST THE WITCHHUNTMembershipopen to Constituency LabourParties, trade union Organisations, Labour
” Party affiliates,and individuals.Fee: CLPs and unions £10, wards £5,indivi-duals and otherorganisations£3. Write to-

rouse someotherwise apathetic
peopleto vote for me.

 

Whatwas clear was that gay
;Tights was not a vote loser

__

our seats were. the only twoLabour gains in Nottinghamwith ‘a 13% swing from the
Tories. However, gay rights wasby no means the only determi-
nant in motivating people tosplit or switch votes.

' As a candidate I was ‘out’ as
gay from the start, rather than
‘found out’, and so any media
coverage would have had tobegin on my terms. That was in
contrast to Peter
decision not to come out, which
gave most press releases andfeatures. the -appearance of
near-exposesor confessionals.

- However, he was standing for
Parliament in a by-election with

‘a4 news-hungry media plottinghis downfall, withactive conniv-
ance from the right wing of the
Labour Party. I was but one offifty-seven candidates in alocal election, and not yetgenerally perceived as a threat
to the moral order of Forest
Fields.

At the selection meeting. for
the June elections the agent for
the constituency, who predicteddoom for theward if I came out,publicly stated thathe had been
proved wrong by the election
result and’ went on to suggestthatnot only should we perhapsconsider an ethnic women’sleafletbut we might thinkabout
a gayleafletas well.

When pressed to authorise
£5 from his campaign funds to
pay for theLCGRelection leaflet
he declined, but offered us yetanother meeting! (He
previouslymet with Nottingham
gays because LCGR posed a
threatand he was despatched bythe leader of the Labour Groupof Nottingham Council to meet
and mollify us).

_« Withdraw ©

We reacteu by withdrawing
our canvassers who were gayand wentto work for Ken Coatesin Nottingham South who wasprepared to back LCGR’sinitiative. :

At our first branch meetingafter the local and general elec-tions a motion was carried unan-imously which said that in anyfuture campaign the Branch
reserved the right to stand amember of an under-represen-ted groupifit chose to do so. Butwhen discussion was invited
no-one spoke. The story con-tinues.

-From thestart we travelled anuncertain road. Although pain-ful at times, thereare novillainsin this tale except our own fearsand whattheycan do to us,
From issue no. 8 of GaySocialist, journal of the LabourCampaign for Gay Rights.

~~. LAW,11 Wilderton Road, LondonN16.
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SPOTLIGH

Manet’s art
Revolutionary

realism
To mark the centenary of the death of Eduard Manet
(1832-83) a small exhibition of his work (‘Manet at
Work”)is on display at the NationalGallery until 9
October..

Manet was a revolutionary
—painter, strongly influenced by

‘the “Realist”Fnovement iin 19th
century art. Realism was a
reactionagainst the conventions
of the past:
cism, philosophical idealism,
religion and superstition.

It had political implications
especially in France (its centre)
and grew up in the radical
climate after the 1848 Revolu-
tion. Realism was not just a
movement in painting but also
influenced literature including
the work of the French bour-
geois Balzac and the Russian
anarchist Tolstoy.

Courbet. and Degas were
- known as “‘plebian realists’’ as
they painted ordinary people.
Milletconcentratedon peasants.
Manet, however, painted the
bourgeois society of Paris.

Values
Realism was revolutionary in

its day as it called on art. to.
portray the world as it was, not
as tradition dictated it. It- was
also highly individualistic and
reflected the values of expand-
ing ‘andprogressive 19thcentury
capitalism.Manet’s art was later influ-
enced by the Impressionists
and their obsessionPvith paint-
ing the world as it appeared
ratherthan (as for the Realists)
how iwas.

In this exhibition Manet’8
Impressionistphase is represen-tedby ‘‘The Banks of the Seine
at Argenteuil’’ (1874), a stand-
ard Impressionist-style river-
scape. Far more interesting are
his earlier (Realist) paintings.

Labour.Committee on
Ireland, BM Box 5355,
London WCIN 3XX

 

against Romanti- —

- reflects the

By Albert
Ross

Perhaps Manet’smost famous
painting, ‘“‘Olympia’’ (1863) is
unfortunatelynot on show in this
exhibition. (It is well worth a
visit to the Jeu de Paume in
Paris to see).

However, Le Dejeuner
Sur L’Herbe (1862-3), which
caused an equal stir in the art
world at the time of its first
showing,is here.

This painting (adapted by
Malcolm Maclarenfor the cover
of the first Bow Wow Wow
LP). challenged all classical
artistic conceptions by painting
a naked but proud and natural
female figure, alongside two
fully-dressed men. The tradi-
tional role of nude women in.
painting was to fulfillmaleerotic
fantasies: so women conformed

.
to an oppressive and passive
stereotype. Manet’s woman
stares confidentlyand challeng-
inglyout of thecanvass (as does
his ‘‘Olympia’’).

Also on display is Manet’s
most famous political painting,
“The Firing Party’’. Manet was
a bourgeois radical and repub-
lican who despised the Emperor
Napoleon II. The Firing Party
depicts

.
the execution ofNapolleon’s Mexican protege,

the
EiEmperor Maximilian.

~ However, one of the execu-
tioners has Napoleon II’s
face.— a commentby manet on
‘the Emperor’s treacherousness
andself-interest.

The exhibitioncontains some
of Manet’s works depicting the
bourgeois Paris of the 1860s.
“The Waitress’’ showsa typical
Parisian ‘nightlife scene, and
“Music in the’ Tuileries
Gardens’’ (1862) showsrich and
stylish Parisians (including
Manet himself) in all their
oppulence.

This is a small but important
exhibition commemorating a
crucial figure.in the history of
modern: painting. Manet’s art
r

changes that
European society saw in the
19th century. He is a modern
painter, painting the modern
world weall know.

‘which they

PIERO Sraffa died recently.
He was not famous, and most
Socialist Organiser - readers
willnot have heard of him.

Yet he was one of the most —

influential
this

important and
intellectual figures of
century.

He was theclosest friend
of the great Italian Marxist
Antonio Gramsci.

Ludwig Wittgenstein, the
most celebrated philosopher
of this century (in the English-
speaking world, at least) cre-
dited his most important ideas
to discussions withSraffa.

For J M Keynes, who wrought
a revolution in bourgeois
economics, Sraffa was also a
major influence — one of
five or six people who helped
shape the ‘Keynesian’ critique
of what was capitalist ortho-

By Martin
Thomas

doxy up to the 1930s.
_

And Sraffa himself also
initiated a whole new school
of thoughtin economics.

Sraffa was so cautious about
. committing himself that he

wrote very little.
His revolution in economics

is contained in a small book,‘Production of Commodities
by Means of Commodities’,published in 1960. It took him
over 30 years to write. It has
been followed by tremendous
controversy both in academic
 

SCIENCE
By Les Hearn

Lovingspoontul?
MANY humansare partial to
sweet things andthere is a vast
industry devoted to encouraging
and satisfying that liking. There

sis also a lucrative industry
devoted to producing chemicals
thatmimic sugar.

Sugar substitutes are chem-
icals that can fool the taste
buds. They may be hundreds of
times sweeter than sugar, so
the amount you need to sweeten
your tea is not enough to make
you fatter. This is a strong
-selling point for the incredible
number of slimmers in the
Western world whostill crave
sweetness.

Unfortunately for the sub-
stitutes industry saccharin (the
only permitted -sweetener till
now) has an unpleasant after-
taste. However, after $250
million in research, G.D.
Searle have just launched
Aspartame, with “‘the clean,
sweet taste of sugar’? and no
after-taste

. . .
and expected

sales of $500 million a year in
the US alone.

But how safe is Aspartame?
Aspartame is chemically

related to proteins rather than
carbohydrates like sugar. It is
madeof two aminoacids (build-
ing blocks of protein) — asparticacidand phenylalanine(Phe).

The makers probably thought
theyweregivingtheircustomers
a bonus, because Phe is essen-
tial in our diet — our bodies
cannot make it. Unfortunately
Phecan actuallybedangerous in
large amounts.

About one in 20,000 people
suffer from an inherited disorder
phenylketonuria (PKU), in

cannot completely
break down surplus. Phe. PKU
is so called because sufferers
have a substance called phenyl-
ketone in their urine. Babies
born withPKU appear normal at
birth, but by age one they areseverely and irreversibly
mentally retarded. However, if
PKUis diagnosed and the baby
fed on a low Phediet, it will
develop normally!

If PKU sufferers start drink-
ing. cans of coke laced. with -

Aspartame, instead of sugar or
saccharin, they would undoub-
tedly suffer damage, but this
dangeris small since theywouldalready be on

a
strictly-control-

led diet.
However, PKU carriers, some

one in sixty people, may be at
risk. Carriers-onlyhave half the
amount of.an enzyme essential
for breakingdown Phe a normal
person has. This is enoughfor
an ordinary diet, but no-one
knows whatthe effect of a high
Phe diet would be. And no one
knows how to detect a PKU
carrier.

Another danger G.D. Searle
should have known about is
that a high level of Phe in the
blood of a pregnant woman can
causeabnormalitiesin her baby,
e.g. microcephaly and mental
retardation.

Other research recently pub-
lished suggests that Aspartame
may actuallycause a craving for
more sweet

Such evidence emerged after
the British Government’s Com-
mittee on Toxicityhad approved
Aspartame, but the evidence onthethreat to the unborn has
been in textbooks since at least
1981. The Committee seems

_

onlyto have taken evidencefrom
Aspartame’smakers.As a result we are about to
find ourselves part of a gigantic
experiment to find out the
effects of a high Phediet.

A SOCIALIST SCIENCE
POLICY FOR THE LABOUR
MOVEMENT.

An informalmeeting will take
place next Sunday in London to
discuss how a socialist science
policy can be arrived at and
promoted.

Topics which may comeup are
thefollowing:

A class policy on labour- -

saving innovations.
Affecting the direction of

science undercapitalism.
Using sciencefor.our class.
A -class policy towards the

environment.
Agriculture: chemical vs.

organic?
Energy: coal, plutonium orsomethingelse?
Winning the labour move-

mentto a socialist science policy
will also be discussed. The
meeting will be held at_55 Innis
House, East Street (Old Kent
Road end), London SE17 at
2.00 p.m. on Sunday 25 Sep-.
tember.
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7| Subversiveprofessors
economics and in Marxist
economics. Throughout these
controvérsies Sraffa was silent.
No one knows what his opinionTM
was on them.

Sraffa was born in 1898,
in Turin, Italy. As a student,
he became a socialist; then
a sympathiser or member
of the Italian Communist
Party. ,

By 1924, however, he was
:

slipping into the. academic
reticence in which he would
live for the rest of his life.
In a letter which Gramsci
printed and replied to in the
Communist paper  Orfdine
Nuovo,Sraffawrote: :

“The working class is totally‘absent from political. life... -

there is nothing to bedone
(about the political situation)

‘except to wait for it to pass..
I do not feel that my (opinion)
is incompatible with being
a Communist (though a- non-
-activeone)...’

Gramsci did not mince
words: ‘This letter contains
all the necessary and sufficient
elements to liquidate a revo-
lutionary organisation such

-as our party is and must be..
But the two men remained
friendly. When Gramsci was
in Mussolini’s jails from 1926
to 1934, it was Sraffa who
most regularly corresponded
‘with him, sent him books,
and pressedfor his release.

Meanwhile Sraffa had moved
to Britain in. 1927. From then
until he died he wasalecturer

‘at Cambridge University,
where he met Keynes and
Wittgenstein.

His 1960 book — as its
subtitle, ‘Prelude to a Critique

.of Economic Theory’, indi.
cates — was intended to undé¥-
mine orthodox academic ‘eco-
nomics. By a rigorous tech-
nical analysis of prices and
profits, heVgimed to show thatthe orthodox idea of profits
as the natural reward of capital
and wages as thenatural re-
ward of labour cannot be made
into a logical, coherent theory.

Sraffa himself, typically,
did not spell out the impli-
cations. That wasleft to others
— and perhaps most notably
Joan Robinson, who also

-died recently. .

Joan Robinson, also a Cam-
bridge academic, had manyintellectual and political simi-
larities to .Sraffa..But she
was a tireless, prolific writer,
and a vocal enthusiast for
all sorts of causes — particu-
larlyMaoist China.

In the world of academic,
economics, where she spent

  
Wittgenstein: he said discussions
with Sraffa made him feel “likea
tree from which all branches hadbeen cut...

\

all her life, she was a gadfly
— helping to shape and pro-—
mote every critical, radical
idea that came along, from
Keynes’stoSraffa’s.
-In her ‘Essay on Marxian

Economics’ (1942) she argued
that many of Marx’s ideas
were ‘useful but his basic
theoryof valuewas wrong.
‘ More recently, some would
be critical Marxists have used
Sraffa’s. ideas to argue the
same conclusions against
Marx’s theoryof value. Sraffa’s
technical analysis of prices
and profits (so the argument
goes) can replace value theory
without damage to the rest
of ‘Marxist economics, and in
fact shows the value theory

“to be metaphysical and im-
precise.

Whether_—_Sraffa himself
agreed with this use of his
ideas is unclear. Joan Robinson
wrote in- 1977, ‘Piero has al-
ways stuck close to pure un-—
adulterated Marx, regards
my amendments with  sus-
picion’.Were Sraffa and Robinson
victims of the Stalinist re-
gression which for a -.hole
epoch stymied official ‘Marx-
ism’ and cut off the possibility
of a fruitful interaction between
the militant workers’ move-
ment and the most critical,
enlightened strands -in bourge-
ois thought?

I’m not sure: it: is difficult
to see how even the most

-healthy workers’ movement
could have integrated them
into a real dialogue.

Their careers do however
illustrate how false the idea
is that Marx completed the
critique of bourgeois theory
100 years pee and nothing
new is to be expected from
thatquarter.
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Labouriye SeeisenISER

oor

by
posI door bypost!

  
Get SOCIALISTORGANISER each week delivered to your
RATES: £5 for 3 months; £8.50 for 6 ‘months; and £16i for a year,i

.
months’sub, Tenclose£..........-.-

§i To:Socialist Organiser, 28, Middle Lane, London N8 SPL. |ee
 



  
Pithinne,

Socialist Organiser no.147 September 22 1983 Page 12

Socialist
ORGANISER _
Where we stand
*Organise the left to beatback theTories’ attacks!
No to atta¢ks on union rights; defend the picket _
line; no state interference in our unions! No to any
wage curbs. Labour must support all struggles for
better living standards and conditions. ‘

*Wage rises should at the very least keep up with:
price increases. For a price index calculated by
working class organisations, as the basis for clauses
in all. wage agreements to provide. automatic
monthly rises in line with the true cost of living for
the working class. The. same.. inflation-proofing
should apply. to state benefits,grants and pensions.*Fight for improvements in the social services, and
against cuts. Protection for those services against
inflation by automatic inflation-proofingof expen-
diture: For occupations and supporting strike action
to defend jobs and services.

/*End unemployment. Cut hours, not jobs. Fight for
a 35 hour week and an end to overtime. Demand
work-sharing without loss of pay. Organise the
unemployed — campaign for a programmeof useful
public works to create new jobs for the unem-
ployed.
“Defend all jobs! Open the books of those firms
that threaten closure or redundancies, along with
those of their suppliers and bankers, to elected trade
union committees. For occupation and blacking
action to halt the closures. For nationalisation
withoutcompensation under workers’ management.*Make the bosses pay, not the’ working class.
Millions for hospitals, not a penny for ‘defence’!
Nationalise the banks and financial institutions,
without compensation. End the interest burden on
council housing and other public services.
*Freeze rent and rates. :

.*Scrap- all immigration controls. Race is not a.
problem: racism is. The labour movement must
mobilise to drive the fascists off the streets. Purge
racists from positions in the labour movement.Organise full. support for black self-defence. Build
workers’ defehéesquads.
*The capitalist police are an enemyfor theworking
class. Support all demands to weaken them as a
bosses’ striking force: dissolution of special squads
(SPG, Special Branch, MI5, etc), public accoun-tability,etc.

.*Free abortion on demand. Women’s equal right to
work and full equality for women. Defend and
extend free state nursery and childcare provision.*Against attacks on gays by the state: abolish all
laws. which discriminate against lesbians and gay
mest; for the right of thegay community to organiseanthaffirmtheir stand publicly.
“Tie Irish people — as'a whole — should have the
right to determine their own future. Get the British
trogps out now! Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism
Act,Political status for Irish Republican prisoners as
a ragtter of urgency. .

-“The black. working people of South Africa should
ll-support from the British labour movement

fortheir strikes, struggles and armed combat against
thé white supremacist regime, South African goodsandservicesshould be blacked.*It"is essential to achieve the fullest democracy inthe:fabour movement. Automatic reselection of MPs
during each Parliament and the election by annual
conference of party leaders. Annual election of all
trade union officials, who should be paid the
average forthetrade.

.

.

*The chaos, waste, human suffering and misery of
capitalism now — in Britain and throughout the
world — show the.urgent need to establish rational,democratic, human control over the economy,tomake the decisive sectors of industry- social prop-
erty, under workers’ control. The strength of the
labour movement lies in the rank and file. Our

“perspective must be workingclass action to raze the
capitalist system down to its foundations, and to
put a workingclass socialist alternative in its place —rather than having our representatives run the
system and waiting for crumbs from. the tables of
the bankers and bosses. :
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Build for the AGM!
THEdiscussion at the Socialist
Organiser delegate meeting
on Saturday, September. 3 in
Birmingham was both very
useful and productive. .

Comrades felt that there
should be more basic socialist
propaganda in the paper.
It was agreed that lately the
paper had improved in this
respect and that this trend
should be continued. It was
also felt that some of the series
of articles which have appeared
should be reproduced in pam-phlets, e.g. the- Democracy
articles and the articles on
the industrial situation in
Japan. Also, it was thought
that a pamphlet should be
produced explaining how to
set up Labour Party workplace
branches.

John Bloxam ledoff a dis-
cussion on the general political
situation which centred on
the witch-hunts taking place
in the Labour Party, CND,
and against militants in the
Trade Unions. While the
connections between the
witch-hunts were noted it
was felt that they should not
be seen as separate parts
of one bigconspiracy. *

On the Labour Party Con-
ference it was agreed that
daily SO briefings should be
put out along the same format

Agenda 

will already haveas at previous Conferences.
what theywant’.Also,all availableSO supporters

were urged to go to Labour
Party Conference to help
produce the daily briefings,
sell papers,etc.

A discussion took place on
the Heffer election campaign.
It was agreed that articles
in the paper supporting Heffer
should continue to be written

councils to our

theTories.

from a_ distinctive critical process of selection of Labour
standpoint. Party candidates

.
underway.

The arrangements for the Socialist|Organiser
September 17 ‘Fighting the seetheelections as
Tories’ Conference were final-
ised. With only a week left -to the Tories.
a big push is needed to ensure
as many delegates and obser-
vers as possible are sent to
theConference.

The latest Tory offensive

ported on. The alternatives
facing Labour - councils were

It was agreed further meet-
ings between councillors were
required in order to look at
the problems of winning Labour

of a total fightback against
With the European. parlia-

ment elections next year. the

It was agreed that .

arena for building opposition
felt_ that it was an important
opportunity to raise the inter-
nationalismof SO’s politics.

Although the delegate meet-
on local government was re-. ing was poorly attended, all

the delegates agreed it was
useful and it was hoped that

got half of

perspective

is already
should

an important
It was also

increasingly becoming total. future delegate meetings
surrender to the Tories or an would bebetterattended. ideas ofall-out counter-offensive and The meeting agreed the
fightback. followingdates for theAGM:.

The discussion was intro-.Monday,October 17 —

duced by Pete Keenlyside, deadline for receipt of reso-
.lutions.

Friday,October28
one of the Manchester coun-
cillors still excluded by the
right-wing dominated Labour
group. He stressed the impor-
tance of organising. a fight
this year — if not, ‘there won’t
be a fight. because the Tories don.

Saturday September24, in
Room 152, County Hall,
London SE1,at 7.30. Inter-
national speakers. Discuss-
ion. No charge for admiss-
ion. Collection for memorial
publishing fund.

deadline for receipt of amend-
ments and nominations.

Sunday,October30 —

SO AGM, County Hall, Lon-

_
two

Marchmont Community
Centre, Marchmont St,
WC1, at 6pm. Next meeting
October9. Gay Young Soc-
ialists meet at Gay’s The
Word at 6pm. Contact: Lon-
don LCGR, Mike Haran 659
2938 or Chris Beer 785

 
together,

postage. From Socialist Organiser,28 Middle Lane, London N8.

Two pamphlets summing up -the
Socialist. Organiser.

‘Where We Stand’ > 20p plus 15p
postage. ‘Howto fight the Tories’
— 10p plus 15p postage. Or the

45p including

  

A MEMORIAL meeting for
JonathanHammond,former
President of the National
Union of Journalists, will be
hold on WednesdaySeptem-
ber 28 at Bishop Creighton
House, Lillie Road, London‘LONDON CO-OP Political

Committee: International
Social for Solidarity with the
struggles for peace and free-
dom in Africa,Asia, theMid-
dle East, and Latin America.

Sunday October 2, from
the end of the Labour Party

wmonference session to lam,
at the Sussex Room, Bed-

|ford Hotel, Kings Road,
Brighton.

Admission£1, late bar.
Qrganised by the London

Co-Op Political Committee
in conjunction with 18 int-
ernationalsolidarity groups.

AGENDA for the peace
movement: meeting organis-
ed by the Bertrand Russell

Peace Foundation. Saturday
October 1, 7.30, at. the
Queens Hotel, Kings Road,
Brighton.. Speakers: Tony
Benn, Fenner Brockway,
Ken Coates, Tam Dalyell,
Stuart Holland, Michael
Meacher. .

LABOURmovementconfer-
ence on Ireland:-Peace
Through Democracy. Satur-
day November 26: speakers
include Tony Benn,KenLiv-
ingstone, Clive Soley.
JOHN Archerinvites all who
sympathised with and wish
to commemorate the work
of Mary Archer to come to
her Memorial Meeting on

SOCIALIST Science policy:
an informal discussion meet-
ing, 2pm Sunday September
25, at 55 Innis House, East
St, London SE17. More
details to follow.

LONDON Cuts conference
organised by the Southwark
Campaign Working Party:
Sunday November 6, at
County Hall, London SE1.
Contact: Southwark Cam-
paign Working Party, Town
Hall, London SE5.

LONDONLabour Campaign
for Gay Rights now meets
regularly every four weeks at

9515. GYS: Martin Goodsell

LAMBETH Labour ‘Cam-
paign for Gay Rights: open
meeting on Lambethcouncil
and the local gay/lesbian
community. Friday Septem-
ber 23, 8-m at Lambeth
Town Hall.

|

NORTH STAFFS Labour
Against the Witch-hunt pub-
lic meeting with Peter Tatch-
ell and Stephanie Grant. Fri-
day September 23, 7.30 at
the Guildhall, Newcastle-
under-Lyme.

SW6,starting at 8pm.
Thefollowingare invited

— Solidarnose Trade Union
~ Working Group, Socialist

Organiser, TroopsOut Move-
ment, Fulham LabourParty,
Hammersmith and Fulham
Trades Council,National Un-
ion of Journalists, Fulham

- CND, Turkey Solidarity
Campaign, Writers’ Guild,
and all organisations and
individualswho shared Jona-
than’s life and. political
activity. oe

Messages to be read out
to the meeting, from those
who cannot attend, should
be sent to James Ryan at 49.
Hawksley Rd, London N16.

SCOTLAND Richmond. SO is sold at
Richmond Quadrant every
Saturday, 11.30-1.30. Furth-Glasgow.

Contact: Stan Crooke, 34
Garturk St, Glasgow G42.
SO is sold at West End book-
shop, Rutherglen shopping
arcade (Friday lunchtime),
Coatbridge shopping arcade
(Saturday lunchtime), and
Maryhill dole (Tuesday
morning). ©

Edinburgh. Contact Dave,
229 4591. SO is sold at
Muirhouse (Saturday 10.30-
12) and at the First of May

YORKSHIREAND
NORTH-EAST

WALES_AND WEST

Cardiff. Contact 492988.Huddersfield. Contact Alan
pookshop, Candiemaker Brooke, 59 Magdale,Honley, Bristol. Contact c/o 28 Mid-
Row. Huddersfield HD7 2LX. die Lane.

Harrogate. Meets every other
NORTH-WEST Sunday evening: Contact Taunton.Contact c/o 28

..,
Mark Osborn, 522542. SQ is

~
"°°" .

Rochdale. Next meeting <oig outside the market, MIDLANDS:Monday Sept. 26, 8pm at Wednesday, Friday and Sat-

Where to find
Socialist Organiser

\
1) and outside Tesco, Cow-
ley Rd, Friday 5 to 7. Also -

at EOA Books, Cowley Rd.
Basingstoke. Business meet-
ing Friday September 23,
7.30 at Chute House.

‘LONDON-

North-WestLondon. Contact
Mick, 624 1931.

er details, contact Nick De
Marco, 876 6715.

Southwark/Lambeth.Meets
every other Wednesday at
Lansbury House, 41 Camb-
erwell Grove, London SE5.
Business 7.30,-discussion
8.30. Next meeting Sep. 21.-
Orpington. Contact c/oSouth East London.
Tower Hamlets. Next meet-
ing Sept 26: 7.30 Business
8.30 discussionon Iran. Fur-
ther details from Susan 377
1328.
Hounslow.SO is sold outside
All Saints Church, Hounslow
High St., Saturdays 10.30 to

.

12. Contact Chris, 898 6961.Harlow. Contact c/o 28Middle Lane.
!

the Castle Inn, Manchester
Rd.
Manchester. Contact Tony,
273 5691. SO is soid at
Grass Roots Books, Newton
St, Piccadilly.

Stockport. Meetings every
Sunday, 7.30pm: contact 40
Fox St, Edgley, Stockport.
SO. is sold at Stockport
market every Saturday, 11
to 12.30.
Wirral. Contact Lol Duffy, 3
St James Court, Victoria Rd,New Brighton, Merseyside.
Liverpool. Contact 733
6663. SO is sold at Progres-
sve Books. Berry St, and at
News from Nowhere. White-

Crater. Acemme- 
 (328198).

%

urday lunchtimes.

York, Contact 414118 (98
Hull St). SO is sold at Coney
St on Saturday mornings, at
the Community Bookshop,
outside the dole office most
mornings, and at the Univer-
sity on Friday mornings.
Sheffield. SO is sold outside
Boots in Fargate (Saturday
12 to 1) and at the Indepen-
dent Bookshop, Glossop Rd.
ContactRob, 589307.

Durham. SO is sold at the
Community Co-op, New E}l-
vet. Contact Andy, 64088.
Halifax. Contact 52156. $0
is sold at Hebden Bridge
Books.
Leeds. SO is sold at Books

Corner
z

¢. Conzact Garth, 
Hull. Meets every Wednesday8pm. Details from SOsellers.
Childcare available,

Books. Wood-

Birmingham. SO is sold at
the Other Bookshop, Dig-
beth High St. Contact God-frey Webster, 169 Barclay
Road, Smethwick.
Coventry. SO is sold at the
Wedge Co-op, High Street.
ContactKeithWhite, 75623.

Leicester. SO is sold at
BlackthorneBooks, High St.
ContactPhil, 857908.

Northampton. Contact Ross,
713606.

Nottingham. Meets every
Thursday evening, 7.30 at
the International Commun-
ity Centre. SO is sold outside
the Victoria Centre (Satur-
day 11 to 1) and at the
Mushroom Bookshop,
Heathcote St. Contact’Pete
Radcliff, 585640.
SOUTH

Oxford. SO is sold at the
Cornmarket (Saturday 11 to

Haringey. Next meeting
Thursday September 22,
8.30pm at Harringay Grove
Community Centre, Den-
mark Rd, N8 (near junction
of Wightman Road and
Turnpike Lane). Speaker
from Labour Campaign for
Gay Rights.

Islington. Next meeting Sun-
day September 25. 7pm,Caxton House, St John’s
Way, N19. Debate on the
Common. Market. Details:
ring Linda, 278 1341.

South-East London. Next
meeting Thursday Septem-ber 29, ‘Fight Tebbit’slaws’,Speaker: Wendy Mustill (La-bour Research Department
— in personal capacity). 8pm
at the Lee Centre, AislibieRd, London SE12.

Hackney. Contact Andrew
Hornung, 76 Carysfort Rd,London N16.

SO is sold at the following
London bookshops: Collets,
Central Books, The. Other
Bookshop,

‘ Bookplace (Peckham Rd,
SE15),Kilburn Books, and
Reading

Bookmarks,

Matters (Wood
Green Shopping Centre). 

SO badges 25p each, or £2
for ten,

_

From: N.Barstow, 165Liverpool Road, London N1.Cheques payable to N.
Barstow.
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i Meetingis on

  Esperanto the answer?
THE European Economic. Com-
munity wascreated for thebene-
fit of

.
French and German

farmers. and not for the benefit
of British housewives, or the
housewives of any country. As a
result we have the butter moun-
tains, wine lakes, and beef

_

dumps. Food is going to waste
when people are starving.
It is right therefore for the

Labour Party to call for our with-
drawal from the©Common
Market.

However the nation state is
one of the greatest curses in the
world and so we require a
properlyconstituted internation-
al community ofnations, based
upon socialist principles, and
which makesprovision for social

_justice withinits whole area.
.

It would be highly desirable
for such a body to have Esper-
anto taught in many of its
schools, so that its language
problems would be made much

easier.
.

At the present time the
European Commission has to
translate over one million pages
of documents into most of the
seven languages of the Common
Market. In fact over 40% of the

-expensesof the Commission are
taken. up in translation: alone.
The position will become even
more difficult when Spain and
Portugal join theMarket.

British withdrawal from the

national commitments. Quite
thecontrary. The British Labour
Party ought to seek other ways
of collaborating with our Euro-
pean friends.

I would like to suggest just
onestrand of this.policy. That is
for the Labour Party and the
trade unions to give the widest

'. possible publicity to Esperanto,-
the simplified international
‘language,-created by the

Warsaw doctor,” Ludovic
Zamenhof, and when it is
returned to office again to
launch a programmeto haveit
taught in as manyteachertrain-

.ing colleges and schools as
_possible.

Yours sincerely,
a8

ALAN TREVIS,
TradeUnion and Cooperative -

: Esperanto Group

‘Market does not mean that we
|
Manimole?

.

will ‘withdraw from our inter-
DOI detect the emergence of an
infiltrationist Barry Manilow
factionin Socialist Organiser? If
not, how do you explain the
‘totally irrelevant appearance of —

a picture of Manilow accom-
panyingan article on The Who?
(SO 145). Be warned — if this
seditious tendency is not
exposed and quashed immed-
iately who knows where it may
lead? A, picture of Manilow
accompanying a piece on

  
 

disarmament with the caption
‘Not quite a nuclear warhead —
but an equal threat to civilisa-
tion’’ or on unemployment —

“‘He’s not unemployed — worse
luck!”’

I urge all comrades to act now
beforeit is too late and themast-

Sendletters to Socialist Organiser,
28 Middle Lane, London N8. No

-longer than 400 wordsplease:
longerletters are liable to be cut.
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head of the ‘‘Manilow Organ-.” readerswillfind thisof interest.iser’’ bears the slogan ‘‘Break
links with music — join the
Barry ManilowFan Club’’!

WENDYFRANKLAND
. Leeds

  
A WAS most interested in the
Industrial Special in your
8 September:edition, by John
Mcliroy, entitled ‘The birth of
theshop stewards’ movement’.

I am enclosing a copy of apamphlet, which I wrote to-
gether with Edmund and Ruth
Frow, and I am. sure- your

Copies can beobtained from me,
Ernie Roberts MP, House: of
Commons, London SW1, price
d0p each. .

.

Yourssincerely,
ERNIE ROBERTS

The answer: s read to theSouth —

:

.
~

° p :

.

Over recent months Socialist Organiser has carried a :

ts

wide-ranging debate on nationalism and socialism in
Ireland. This week we carry a commentary on some
of the recent contributions by Rayner Lysaght, a
prominent Dublin memberof the Irish left organisa-
tion, People’s Democracy.
THE DEBATE opened by John

-Q’Mahony has ranged quite
widely. During this time, the
discussion’s original begetter
has closed his apparent strategic
openings to two-nationism, at
least for thetimebeing (SO138).

On the otherhand, he has
done this in the name of an”
uncertain middle way between
the two nationists on the one
hand and Peoples”Democracy
and the Republicans -on the
other (SO129).

The trouble with this middle
way is that,withoutthe Perman-
ent Revolution, it remains
uncertain and, hence a prey to
eclecticism. Its clearest feature
is its call to integrateIreland’s
various potential revolutionary
struggles. But who would dis-

_
agree? Gerry Adams wouldn't,

'

for ‘one; however, he would
insist that such integration
would be done subject to the
primacy of the armed struggle.
People’s Democracy would also
agree, and, having done so, it
would then turn to the practical
day-to-day tasks of integration
which it has been struggling to
-achievefor a numberofyears.

In this, it will continue to
find more adequate guidance .

from Permanent,Revolutionthan
from John O’Mahony. As.a revo-
lutionary group fighting in Ire-
land, PD has to take positions
andfix priorities for its areas of
work. What John O’Mahony, ~

and even more specifically Bas
Hardy (SO140) do. is blur the
necessary. choices that are
involvedin this. :

@ Our Annual General

B Sunday October 30,
10.30am to Spm in7 County Hall,London —

i SE1.
a Ontheday before,
g Saturday 29th,there
B will be a Socialist Org-
@§ aniser dayschool,also
@ in London.
a

 
  

ByRayner
Lysaght
They agree that a military

struggle based on a minority of
thepopulation in six of Ireland’s
thirty-two counties cannot
achieve itsends. Sodoes PD:
Where PDdiffers is that its
perspective leads it to see the
struggle as necessarily spread-
ing in onedirection;theSO com-

.

rades reserve theoptions.
To Bas Hardy, the possib-

ilityof an appeal to the workers
of the Republic is neither more
nor less. than the hope of
winning the Protestant workers
of Northern Ireland. Yet, even
an empirical approach, if based

on accurate data, would show
that the two tasks were quali-
tativelydifferent in their feasib-
ility. To win the Northern Irish
Protestant worker means over-
comingarealobjective breachin
the province’s working class, a
‘breach thatthe six county state
was created to maintain; to win
the worker of the Republic
means overcoming the subjec-
tive factors that are fostered by
the workers’ leaders as well as
by. the bourgeois ones —

whether‘CatholicNationalist’ or
not.

Overcoming this last means
thatthe struggle must becomea
politically working class one

 

 
‘To win theProtestant workermeans overcominga real objective breach
because Republican economics
in the old style haveno more
credibility: with the twenty-six
county workers than with the

- vocally nationalist (let alone the
other)capitalists.

Of course, the other side of
the picture is also true, and, it
should be necessary to add,
even more important for social-
ists. The fact that those whom
Bas Hardy calls the most left
wing labour organisations have
left the national struggle to the
Republicanshas not helped their
political consciousness nor their
popularity.

Togethertheirvote isstillless
than that of the Labour Party
alone in 1969; after fourteen
years, this cannot be ascribed
to war fever or chauvinism.
Worse still has been their
political decline. Labour is now
in a state of semi-permanent
bourgeois coalition.

Abandoned
Sinn Fein (now just) the

Workers’ Party has abandoned
its mass struggle perspective for
an electoralist one which is
certainly to the left of Labour,
but only insofar as Labour’s
1920s policies were moreradical
than those it has today. As for
the puny sub-Roy Jenkinses of
Socialists Against Nationalism
(now the Democratic Socialist
Party) it is difficult to under-
stand how Bas Hardy can list
them among the most left wing
Labour organisations while
ignoring the Communist Party;
at least Stalinismhas more claim
to SocialismthanLiberalism.

_So, to answer Jim Denham
(SO132),there is no question of
a thirty-two county ‘Catholic
Nationalist’ bloc being able to
destroy partition. If this were,
indeed, the precondition for
winning Irish national unity,
then, yes, the desirability of
that would have to be recon-
‘sidered.

In fact, the Catholic Nation-
alists (in the Sly true meaning
of that much abused term:
those who combine the desire
for Irish unity with that of state
support for Catholic teaching)

 

 

are hindered by their Catholic-
ism (and; in most cases, more
basically,their capitalism) from-
trying to mobilise the sort of
mass support that is needed to
threatenpartition.

In fact, and hints of this
appearedin 1972 and during the
H Block agitation, only a work-

.

ing class movement can even
put the destruction of partition
on the agendaof practical poli-
tics. “When that
occurs, the federal tactic may
become important, but in its
proper role, as a tactic, not a
principle in the way of the
secular programmeofsocialism.

Less valid
Another point of Jim

Denham’s was less valid. The
present writer is not worried to
ibetold thathe is writing ‘United
‘Secretariat gobbledegook’, but
'to ascribethe phrase to a letter
of which one-third is accurate
history is worthier of Gerry
Healythanof a serious Marxist.

The truth is that, in his
originalarticle, John O‘Mahony

‘tried to bolster his case by
resorting to mythology rather
than history. All Marxists
must share his hopes (SO129)
for the radicalising of the Pro-
testant workers; no Marxist can
accept the use of inaccuracy to
bolster such hopes. Jim Denham
need not accept the version of
Irish history givenin the ‘Open
Letter’; he should not condemn
it out of hand; let him research
for himselfbeforejudgement.

Connected to this is Jo
Quigley’s two-nationline. There
is a very basic error here, albeit
onelifted from an opponent. He
quotes the-assertionthatProtes-
tant workers are militant until
thenational!questionis raised as
justificationfor his position. Had.
he considered the facts he
wouldn’t be so sure. °

On the one hand, an import-
ant reason for rejecting the
Protestants’ claimto nationhood,
separate from that of the rest of
the Irish is the failure of their
working class to produce its
own Socialist Unionist Party
(apart from the pathetic North-

.
"period

 

 

ern Irish Labour Party, whose’
rise beganonlyas an after-effect
of the decline in the industrial
workingclassbase).

On the other hand, and more
directly connected withthe rela-
tionship of Protestant working
class militancy to the national
question, a study of such milit-
ancy and reaction to it reveals a
different pattern to the simple,
‘militant struggle aborted by
nationalism’scenario.

In each case, there was a
(most notably, the

- Larkin-Connolly IT&GWU,
1907-11; the years 1919-20) ‘in:
which national and proletarian
militancy. co-existed. In each
case, there was a failure by the
Irish workingclass as a whole to
find leadership (at once qualita-
tive and quantitative) such as
would unite thesestrands.

The national struggle, the
fight to achievestate power, was
left to the national bourgeoisie,
while British imperialism and
its Unionist bourgeois allies
were able to appeal successfully
to the Protestant workers who
could expect from their own
religious kind a certain place in
the sun that the national bour-
geoisie could not guarantee.

There remain two otherpoints
to be considered. Both were
madeby Jim Denham.

In the first place, it is true
that, in presenting his Alma Ata
theses on the
strategy, Trotskystipulated that
the latter arose from the objec-
tive conditions of combined
development in ountries with a
large peasantry and a relatively
‘smallworkingclass.

It is also true that Trotsky.
See
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214 Sickert Court, London

wrote little on Ireland and that.
his largest work, an article on
the 1916 Rising, was fullof valu-
able insights but fundamentally
incorrect in its prediction for the
future.

He hadlittle, if anything to
say on partitioned Ireland, a
country with, in the last twenty
yearsat least, an urban working
class comparable in size to its
rural dwellers, but in which a
major sector of what should be
the proletarian v: has
been effectively_politically
declassedoriginally as a
of the peculiar course of its
area’s industrialisation. Had
Trotsky considered this, he
might or might not have consid--
ered permanent revolution ‘to
be relevant to it. We do not
know.

Preconditions
At the sametime, it is true

that another of Trotsky’s pre-
conditions for the strategy was

- its leadership by a Bolshevik
party and that, since 1917, the

process have
been achieved, if unsatisfac-
‘torily,without such leadership.
As Lenin said, quoting Goethe,
theory is grey, the tree oflife,
green,

Last and by far the least is
Jim Denham’s correction as to
Militant. It may be true that its
supporters bandy Permanent
Revolution in Britain. They are
‘considerably more circumspect

_here. It seems likely that their
loyalty to the strategy is on the
same line as Gerry Healy’s
loyaltyto theDialecticand to the
‘Transitional Programme: a
standard to brandish, rather
thana meanstoeffective action.
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Post Office militant sacked
Story of a victimisation
ALAN FRASERwas victimised and sacked because he was a leading

_

 

militant in the post office at Basingstoke. His workmateshad no doubt
he was being victimised and they knew the reason why. So they struck
and put a mass picket on thePost Office.

They enlisted the active support of otherBasingstoke workers, who
joined thepicket line and raised money forthestrikers. :

The willingness of the workers to fight:and their determination to
win grew and developed as the strike continued. The Basingstoke Post
Office workers could have won a clear victory, like the workers atGreenings and Michelin did recently.

.There’was no way managementalone could have broken this strike.
It took the leaders of the Union of CommunicationWorkers (UCW) to
break it for them.

They did break the strike, bringing to this task a singlemindedness
' and determination that would have been‘better employed helping the

workerswho pay their wages win the strike,
The UCW officials turned victory into defeat by confusing, mis-

leadingand finally demobilisingthe striking postal workers. This was a
classic case of highly paid full time union officialsactingas visiting
firemen for thebosses and as a scab against striking workers. :

Basingstoke Socialist Organiser supporterstell the story.

- FOLLOWING the. sacking a
massmeeting of 120 immediate.”
ly voted to strike, with only
one vote against.

The strike began on Saturday
September3.tt was Monday before the
Union of Communication
Workers (UCW)Regional Office
could be contacted, but pickets
had already convinced Sunday

_

night’s shift to join thestrike.
On Monday, Joe Payne,

Regional Secretary, urged the
Regional Post Office to lift.the
dismissal on groundsof a proce-
dural technicality. The Regional

~PO. couldn’t comment at that
stage but agreed that if there
was a technical error it would
backtheliftingof thedismissal.

The branch had the second of
what became daily mass meet-
ings, and thefirst strike bulletin
wasissued. —

On Tuesday, Gerry Casey,
(UCW Regional Officer),
arrived. He hadlittle knowledge
of what the dispute was-about,
and admitted that his brief was
to end thestrike.

All day, three-way phone
calls) between Casey, the
UCW National Officer’ John
Taylor, who was at the TUC inBlackpool, and the Regional
Post Office HQ built up hopes.
The mass meeting that day
again voted to continue the
‘strike.

The management agreed to
the appeal being brought for-
ward to Wednesday,in Basing-
stoke. Casey told the strikers he
was confidentof winning.

Hospital workers, membersof
GMBATU,had for the second
day joined the picket line,
bringing withthem a donation
from the NHS Hardship Fund
witha promise of more to come.

The picket lines remained
heavily manned from 4.30 am
untilafter midnight.

Other Post Offices around
Basingstoke were now refusing
to handle Basingstoke mail and
Securicor’s. union MATSA
{a section of the GMBATU)

 
Alan Fraser

refused to cross the lines*bring-ing theGiro toa halt.
The spirit on the picket line

was high. As the appeal washeard on Wednesday, a second
bulletin was prepared.

But that confidence turned
first to a sinking feeling and
then anger as the appeal wasbungledby Casey.

-He just went through the
motions of defending Alan. He
seemed-to be under pressure.Management went off to lunch
giving no answer.

At 4pm the membership,,
having been kept waiting for
‘threehours, were told by Casey
thattheappeal had failed.

He urged them to return to
workand said thatthe only hope
now .was to write to the Post
Office HQ, asking for Alan’s
job back on humanitarian
grounds!

The strikers denounced him
for selling them out and votedagain to stay on strike.

from that point on picketing
became even stronger. Wednes-
day night’s picket was 40 strong
until.after midnight, sustained
by an enterprising hot-dog seller
whostationed himself perman-
entlyon thepicketline.

.

-Hopes were raised yet again
on Thursday with thenewsthat
Taylor was coming on Friday,
having persuaded Regional PO:

A CAMPAIGNOF VICTIMISATION
Despite the Post Office claims that he was sacked because

of a bad sickness record, the truth is shown by the many
previous attempts they had made to victimise Alan. These
included:

1. Forged signatures on Late Attendance slips (for which he -

later received an apology).
2. Several attempts. to dismiss him on charges of leaving

letters behind.(Again an apology was madeto him).
3. Putting him on a six-day week of 5 a.m.starts for eight

months.
4. Frequent mistakes in wage packets.
5. Attempting to add two days more on last year’s sick

.

record by changing dates.

 
 

 
managementto hear the second
appeal in Basingstoke.

At lunchtime £64 was deliv-
ered to thepicket line from the
GMBATU who had organised .

pay queue collections at the
hospital.

Now Taylor made a firm
promise to Alan thatif he didn’t
get “his job back, he would
escalate thestrike.

Alan and UCW BranchSecre-
tary Ron Rodwell were left
outside while three union
offigers, Taylor, Payne and
Casey negotiated.

Alan told Taylor the bottom
line as far as he was concerned
was a temporary transfer, with
guaranteed return to Basing-

-stoke. The top line was immed-
iate reinstatementin theBasing-
stokeoffice.

Useless
After three or four hours of

negotiations, Taylor came back
withuseless formulas.

Taylorphoned three different
Regions, asking them to take-
Alan and was: refused. Then
Taylorinsisted that Alan should
take a £6,000 pay-off, which was
all themanagementwouldoffer.

Alan’s. refusal to take the
money infuriated Taylor. he
asked Angela Fraser, Alan’s
wife, (and iso an SO supporter)
to persuade him to take the
money. Shetold themto stuff it.

By the timethemass meeting
took place Tayor had hardened
Against escalating the action.“He forgot his promises — if he
had ever meant them.

Althoughthestrikers wanted
the hospital workers and SO
supporters in the meeting,Taylor wanted to clear anywitnesses out of the way before
the massacre and insisted that
they, and the delegation from
Croydon UCW,beexcluded.

Even then the postmen voted
to continue theaction.

Taylor,whoat the start of theday had said he would escalate
the strike, put an endto thatbyclaiming that the majority was
not enough. It wastheendof the
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The branch: ‘growingmilitancyafter 1980’.
road and they had toreturn to
work.

The local officials, confused
by the sudden- change, were
helpless as a second vote
natrowlyoverturnedthefirst.

They had madethemistake of
believingTaylor was willing to
fight with them and they were

.

unpreparedforthistreachery.

THE BROAD LEFT

. Emotion, frustration and
exhaustionbroke, and as Angela
Fraser finallymanaged to reach
the platform to say that if they
had voted to continue they
would win, many broke down
and wept openly.
won,

Growing militancy in the Branch after the 1980 strike led to the
election of Alan and Ron to their present positions. 1980-81 saw an
attack on the working conditions of postal workerswith the introduc-
tion of a productivity deal leading to speed-ups and job losses. This
productivity deal was made nationallywith the total collaboration of
the union,

Branches which refused to accept the deal had visits from UCW
Executive members.Basingstoke was one oftherebel branches.

The decision to reject the productivity deal and our increasing
criticism of UCW leadership marked Basingstoke UCW out as an
opposition branch.

Qver the last year Alan Fraser has been active as RegionalOrganiser for the Broad Left, and had begun to take a leading role,

WHAT LESSONShave Basing-
stoke postmen learned from the
fight to reinstate Alan Fraser?
Weaskedfive of themto tell us.
Alan Bryant [postman].

“Ibelievethatthe real reason
for the sacking was not Alan’s
sick record but because Alan
Fraser was an effective trade
union official who had fought to
create a vast improvementin our
members’workingconditions. -

“In my opinion the whole of
the membership in Basingstoke
have recognised that Alan was
victimised by the Post Office for
carrying out our democratic
wishes.”’

Ron Rodwell [Branch Secretary]
“The: strength and solidarity

shown by our members during
the week of the dispute was in
direct contrast to shameful
goings-on by the union leader-
ships at the TUC conference.
If the UCW leadership had
shown the same spirit as our
members I believe Alan would
have kept his job.

“I am sure our members will
learn a numberof lessons from
this dispute, especially the fact
that we must not have an
isolated leadership of two or
three individuals who can then
be picked off by a ruthless
management.

“Tt believe thatthis strugglewill lead to a strengtheningeof
the rank andfile,and the deter-
mination to make sure that this

type of victimisation will never
be allowed to happenagain.’’
Brian Reeder[postman].

“Tt is clear to me that our
memberswere prepared to take
action against a blatant victim-
isation whereas our union
leadership at a national level
had no desire to take the action
further. I am sure all members

. in any future disputes can rely
on our own strength and not
union bureaucracy. We feel we
have beensold out.’’

Brian Lowe[postman].
“All of us feel that Alan

Fraser has not only been victim-
ised by the Post Office but that
the top union officials have
played a majorrole in our failure
to get Alan reinstated. It
appears to me that our unionleadership have acted as police-
men against us in this dispute{in other words, don’t rocktheboat).’”
G. Garret [postman].

“In offering Alan Fraser a
cash settlement it proves to methe Post Office’s real reason in
dismissing Alan was because of
his role as an effective Branch
official. The lesson I have
learned is that the localmembership showed its solid-
arity in support of Alan, whilst
the national leadership com-pletely sold him out rather than -taking on thefight.”

 

They knew we could have
—

‘when they fing1

|

paid doublerate to-scab.

 
Fore St.,

Four
years of
struggle

JUST four years ago Basing-
stoke’s UCW [then UPW] was
one of the all too familiar
ghost branches. Branch meet-
ings were seldom held and badly
attended. Without the closed
shop agreement, the average‘Basingstoke postman probably
wouldn’t have chosen to hand
over moneyto thisdead organis-
ation.

Following the retirement of
the: old Branch Secretary, new
younger officers came forward
— among them Ron Rodwell,
current Branch Secretary, and
Alan. Fraser, Postal Section
Secretary.

The UCW began to come
alive; the new committee set
out to involve the membership.
Meetings were more regular and
made more interesting with
guest speakers and film shows.
A regular bulletin. was _pro-
duced. :

Earlier thisyear Labour Party
activists within the UCW set
up Basingstoke’s first workplace
LabourParty Branch. The UCW
also took up its full delegation
entitlement to the Trades
Counciland CLP, adding consid-
erable weight to turning the

—LabourParty outwards.
Alan Fraser in particular

won considerable rights for the
12 young postal cadets and in
1980 there was a four day strike
when a 19 year old postman was
dismissed.He was subsequently
reinstated.

It was the Basingstoke Postal
Workers who were first to
appear, 70 strong, on hospitalpicket lines during last year’s”
NHSdispute. This action led to .

strong links between the UCW
and GMBATUhospital workers.
GMBATU stewards spoke at
packed UCW meetings and the
UCW spoke at NHS workers’

.
rallies in the town.

It is no coincidence either that
in the last year the GMBATU
Health Branch has_nearly’
doubled in size. The cross-feed-
‘ing of ideas and the level of
political consciousness in these
two unions are the proof of the
power of. revolutionary ideas.
to change a labour movement
which, without them is all toooften suffocatingand passive. .

  
 
   
 
 
 
 
   

Britain’s
BRITAIN’S workers have enter-
ed the 8th week of their strike
to reduce working.hours from. 50
to 49,

Last Friday managementtefused to guarantee that no vic-
timisations ould

.
take place

y return to work.
Themajority of workersare still
solidly behind the strike.

13 people who-were arrested
for obstruction (one is charged
with double assault) are due to go’
to court). Shop steward Mr Ali
says that while most of the
unionised drivers refuse to deliver
to Britain’s, private vansare being

Donations to the strike fund
should be sent c/o TGWU, 205

Edmonton,  
  N18. 
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 NALGO strikes to stop
sacking

by Mary Corbishley (Haringey NALGO)

2,500 members of NALGO
-employed by Labour-controlled
Haringey council are out on an
indefinite strike. The strikers
demand the reinstatement of
Les Butler who. was summarily

_

sacked in contravention of
_

agreed procedures.
Les Butler is a probationary

employee in PELAW(part of the
council Public Works section).
On Friday September 9 he was
sacked, given a month’s pay in ~

lieu of notice andtoldto clear his
desk and go. When Les’s fellow

.
workers heard this they walked
out.

Les had received nothing in
writing of the reasons for
considering dismissal. Prior to
his sacking he wasinvited to a
disciplinary review on Septem- .

ber 8 but was given no details of
the allegations against him and
therefore wasnot in a position to
defend himself. A request to
suspend the hearing was
refused.

Nige
returns

A MASSmeeting of the 2,000
strikers at the Highland Fabri-
cators yard in Nigg voted last
Fridayto return to work.

Six of the yard’s stewards
were summonedto Londonprior
to the mass meeting, where
union officials, headed by John
Baldwin of the AUEW, deman-
ded acceptance of the agree- -

ment they. had arrived at with
management.

The deal involved ‘a return to
work. at midnight on Sunday,
followed by the immediate
opening of discussions between
management and local union
representatives on a 21 point
“‘survival plan’’ for the yard —

cutbacks in the workforce and
worse workingconditions.

Rab Wilson, the shop stew-
ards’ convenor,stressedthatthe
dispute was not necessarily yet
at an end: “‘It’s been a fifteen-
roundfight so far, but there may
be a few more roundsto goyet.’”’

' To underline this point, the
strike fund has been keptintact,
for future use.

The Chief Personnel Officer
admits the Code of Practice was
not followed. But he said, ‘‘I
see no grounds for reversing or
suspendingthedecision’’.

The Labour Councilhave gonealong with the decision to sack,
supporting the Chief Personnel
Officer_against over 2,000
NALGO members.

The Council ignore the facts
and condemn NALGO members
for striking against such a ‘good’
Labour authority. —

Some councillors,_leftists
among’ them, have said that
NALGO isn’t a proper union
anyway,thatwe’re all overpaid,
lazy bureaucrats and that some
jobs and~ services should be
dispensed with.

.

This divisive and backward
campaign to undermine the
strike has been extended to
Labour Party members and
otherCouncilunions.

Despite this, NALGO’s mem-
bers are strong for the strike. At
a mass meeting on Monday 19
September the vote was 2-1
to continue. The fighting mood
is unprecedented in the branch.
But everyone is aware of the
threat to jobs in the future and
feeling is running high that if
the employers can tear up one
agreement, then they. can tear
up others also — and noone’s
job will be safe. The strike is
official and members are to be
given full strike pay, 60% of
gross earnings.

Cracks. are beginning to
appear in the ranks of the

-Council.. Labour councillors
who have ‘to date not been
involved or properly informed
have called a special Labour
Group meeting. At the Labour
Party’s Local Government Com-
mittee there is an emergency
resolution in support of
NALGO’s demands.

Unfortunately the shop stew-
ards have now agreed to the
Council’s request that ACAS be
brought in, albeit with the
proviso that their decision will
not bebinding: But there will
inevitably be pressure from
some sections to accept an
ACASdecision and this couldwell break the unity that now
exists.

We must now allow that to
happen. We can and we must
win this dispute and go forward
strengthened, for. the battle
over cuts in services and job
losses thatis yet to be fought.

Town Hall left organises
LAST weekend’s conference (17
September) on privatisation was
the best thing to happen in
NALGOfor sometime.

It was called by Leeds
NALGOandinitially shunned by
NALGO  officiaidom. But it
attracted 300 delegates, and in
the end some National Executive
Committee members and union
full-timers did attend.

The conference brought to-
gether militants to form the basis
of a national Broad Left, with
the number one aim offighting

privatisation.
The most impressive speakers

were lan- Stephenson from Bury
NALGO and David Blunkett,
leader of Sheffield City Council.

Stephenson described the'fight
against privatisation in Bury,
which has succeeded in mobilising
council workers and working class
community organisations and
defeated privatisation planssso far
by industrial action.

Blunket described his concep:
tion of the way in which council,

workers and community should
stand firm against the govern-
ment. He stressed the need for
aggressive, innovative policies
rather than a stonewall defence of
the flawed welfare state of the
last 35 years.

However, while his contribu-
tion was. both intelligent and
left-wing in terms of the status
quo, his.perspectives extended
right up to the barrier of what can.
be done by administrative policy
within a capitalist society, and
no further.

Workersfight double-cross
‘“‘WE HAVE been conned, but
we'll stay out fora decent
wage’’, said Peter Woods, the
shop convenor at Quick’s
Garage. .

-

60 workers have been on
strike for three weeks at the
depot in Old Trafford, Man-
chester. They came out when
management broke a wage
agreement ‘settled’ three
months ago. After the new ‘A’
registration cars had been
finished and delivered, the boss-
es announced that the deal
wasoff.

They have since said that as
early as July they intended not
to honour theagreement.

The workforce reacted - by
walking out immediately. The
strike is solid, and the depot is
being picketed seven days a
week.

Sales staff and office workers,
who are also in the TGWU,
have refused to support the
strikers, despite likely redun-
dancies soonin theirsections.

Another Quick’s depot in
Manchester has come out in
support, and the Bury depotis

Carouselstrikers:

on a work-to-rule.
Management wantto bring in

thegovernmentarbitrationserv-
ice ACAS, but the workers are
unwilling to hand over control
of the strike to the TGWUfull-
timers.

Althoughthe strike has been
madeofficial, no strike pay has
come through yet. Money is
needed. Support is also needed
especially from Ford: Quick’s is
one of theirmain dealers.

Donations and messagesto:
Peter Woods, 11 Hazel Bank
Ave, Withington, Manchester
20.

We goontillwewin’
 

Workers at Carousel ice-cream
wafer factory have been on
strike for union recognition
since late July. They are now
in the ninth week of their
strike. They were sacked in
early August. Stan Crooke
spoke to some of them about
the dispute.
What is your strategy for
winning thisdispute?

Weneed to get more people
down here on the masspickets.
Wehad quite a lot down last
Tuesday,but not enough.
The mass pickets are just one
day a week.’Even if they were
100% effective, that would still
leave the problem of supplie
and scabs goingin all the other
daysof theweek.

.

As far as stopping supplies
is concerned, “it’s all right,
provided that the firms are
unionised. The problem

.-
is

stopping the scabs. When the

 

masspickets are on, they come.
in the back way. But if we had
enough people we could picket

- thatas well.
But there have been cases of

.deliveries being made even by
firms thatare unionised, such as
the flour delivery- a fortnight
ago.

the morning when no-one was
here. It was one of Sandro’s
(the factory owner) dirty tricks.
We need to get on to the
suppliers andtell them that the
dispute isstillon.

Letters have been sent out by
theunion to appeal for blacking.
But maybetheletters have just
been read -and ignored, so we
need to go round the - factories
making the supplies ourselves.

Laird’s has already blacked
supplies of cardboard boxes.-
And the union members there
put us in contact with other
factories he gets supplies of
boxes from.
How do you think the mass
picketing can be made more
effective?

Tell more people how impor-
tant: it is to get down here. At
first we were going to hold the
masspickets on a different day
each week, to keep the police
and Sandro guessing, but we
couldn’t. get the word round
quick enough. So now the mass
pickets are on the same day

That was brought in at six in

each week.
What support have you had from
the Glasgow District Committee
of theTGWU?

They have notified
|

all
branches and sent delegates
downto the pickets. All TGWU
District Committee Secretaries
have. been informed, and it’s
coming up at the Regional Com-
mittee next week. The dispute
has also been raised at the
TGWU Women’s Advisory
Committee and the Youth Com-
mittee.
But whathas it actually done to

- build for the masspickets?
Membersofit are going round

the factoriesbefore the weekend
to get aturnout for the next
mass

also being contacted aboutit to
get more support.
Has support from the Labour
Party been just at the level of

|donations or have Party mem-
bers been turning up for the’
picketing? -

There’s been quite a few
people down from Labour Party
branches, particularly the local
ones, Easterhouse and Shettle-
ston.
How about support from unem-

picket, and other large.
.

factories around Glasgow are

ployed groups,like Unemployed’Workers Centres and ClaimantsUnions?
They’ve been down as

_
well,

from Whitevale, the local
centre, and also from Castle-
milkand the Maryhill Claimants
Union.
Whatimpacthave you had so far
on productionin thefactory?Sandro certainly isn’t getting "

as much doneas he used to. The
wafer machine used to operatefrom half eight to four. Now if
just runs from tento half twelve.

Wealso went down to Booker
Cash and Carry,to try to get him
to black Sandro’s stuff. But he
said he hadn’t received anysupplies from him for three
weeks anyway.

In winter the main workis abulk order from Saudi Arabia.
But we’re going to see the
dockers to get it blacked, when
wefind out which docksit goesthrough.
How long do you think the dis-
pute willcarry on for?

We’re prepared to carry it on
as long asit takes to win.

*Senddonationsand write for
speakers to: TGWU, 216 West
Regent St., Glasgow.
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Administrators bundle a patient into a.car during a raid on thePrincess
Mary hospital work-in,April1980. Thornton View workersare prepar-ing to counter any such moves against theirhospital.

Ready for Fowler
THE occupation of Thornton

.
View Hospital continues to run
smoothly,with picket lines still
strong for 24 hours aday.

Thepicket lines are staffed by
the local labour movement and
communityaswell as by hospital
workers, with the Labour. Party
taking responsibilityfor a block
of the picketing rota. There is a
supporters’ committee, distinct
from the occupation committee,
which organises sympathisers
who don’t work inside the hos-
pital.
- The occupation committee has
tightened up|management
access to the hospital. Until last
week lower management could
come and goat will, providing
they gave notice. Now they are
restricted to two days and one
night. All senior management .

‘are banned and have given up .trying to getin.

The hospital is waiting fo
Fowler to make-his fina
decision. Hazel Ward, a NUPI
steward for the nurses saysthat

.
the occupation will continue tc
‘‘make sure the hospital isn ’t
run down’’- even when Fowler
does insist on the closure. ‘‘T
will be up to them to move ix
and -evacuate the hospital.
St. Benedicts Hospital occupa:
tion in South London endedwith
a raid. The police herded nurses
into a room to -make way fo!
private ambulances to move out
the patients. That could happerhere. Wewillhave to wait and
see.’

The same Regio al Health
Authority(Yorkshire)is trying tc
close theShipley Hospital which
is a special unit with 23 pre-
convalescencebeds.it’s a centre
for X-rays and houses a physio.
therapy unit.

(ati

RT
WORE-TO PREDANE, ‘Tel:Began 725.

 
 



The NUM
Strikes back! 
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Yorkshire, Scotland
 

NEARLY 11,000 miners in the
Barnsley coalfields are out on
strike. The strike began two
weeks ago at the Dodworth

- Colliery when George Marsh
was sackedafter 21 years at the
pit for allegedly pushing an
overman.- oO
- All but twoof the 16pits in the
coalfield are involved in the dis-
pute.

Thestrikeis in defiance of the
regional NUM which defeated a
motion from Dodworth calling
for an all-out strike involvingall
the Yorkshire pits. The men
weretoldto get backto workand
thestrike was made unofficial.

Flyingpickets
NCB officials blame ‘‘heavyillegal picketing’, the flying

pickets, for spreadingthestrike. °

Up in Scotland,1000 minersat
the Monktonhall colliery are on
strike. Miners were locked out
after a union meeting ran five
minutes over time. When the
menworkingdown thepit heard
about the lock-out they stopped
work in support. Monktonhall
seems to be on MacGregor’s
hitlist.

Already the NCB is demand-
ing voluntary redundancies.Ata
press conference yesterday
MacGregor threatened that the
pit would be run down to a
“care and maintenancebasis’’if
thestrike wasnot over soon.

Mick McGahey, the Area
President, is demandingthatthe
strike be made official and for
every NUM branch to give
Monktonhall pit moral and
financial support. McGahey is

 NUJ puts down a marker
THE battle between at. least
part of the trade union move-
ment and the government
over anti-union laws reached

- red-alert this week.
The battle was called off at

the last minute when ten journal-
ists at the Stockport Messenger
refused to obey an instruction
=” aa|all2A> L< -BQ

NEW 
yc

Demonstrate in support
of the Newham 8:
Saturday September 24,
assemble Ipm at
Plashet Park. London

looking to call an -emergency
meetingof the TripleAlliance to
discuss effective support
actionand take up an offer from

_the Scottish TUC to convene a

“Imet some wonderful
people downthere.It’s a
pity I’m going to havetosack them.”

CaaS

from their own union.
The instruction — from the

National Executive Committee of
* the National Union of Journalists

— was to carry on supporting a
strike_by the NGA and thus defy
a High Court injunction.

Despite the backdown by the
chapel, the NUJ has put down an
important marker in the fight
against the Tebbit laws andset an
example to the trade union move-
ment. The most relieved people in
the labour movement were the
TUCleadership.

An NUJ appeal to the TUC for
support was to be considered. this
week by the Employment. and
Organisation Committee, the verybody nowresponsible for opening
talks with Tebbit.

As reported ‘in last week’s
Socialist Organiser, Manchester
High Court issued an interim
injunction against the union
under the 1982 EmploymentAct.
in favour of the owner of the
Messenger group, Mr. Selim Shah.

.\ The injunction, showed the
“laws in all their -barbuarity.

Journalists on the Stockport
Messenger were taking the: most

_

Simple form ofsolidarity action:
refusing to break a strike by
another union.

/There is nothing secondary
about such support except in thetwistéd logic of Tory legislation,
which seeks to reduce each union
to an isolated rump of atomised
individuals.

The Tebbit laws compel those
who obey them to break strikes.
They compel TGWU members to
break strikes by AUFW members
in the same factory. clerical

_boadon NS. Printed by East Dad Offe2 (TU). Re

 OR
special conference for the whole

- Scottish labour movementabout
thecrisis in thepits.
   
   
 

workers to break blue collar
strikes, industrial workers to scab
on office workers. They turn the
word union inside out and theword solidarity into inpenctrable
Polish, incapable of translation.

As it prepared to fight, the
NUJ took soundings at the Trade
Union Congress. it was immed-
iately made clear to them that the
General Council would not
support any motion brought onto
the conferencefloor.

Worse, the TUC passed a reso-
lution which spelled out in
advance that the NUJ and other
unions would fight alonc.

Congress empowered the
General Council to give financial
support to unions attacked under
Tebbit’s laws, if and only if the
General Council had first given
permission to defy the courts.

In the week following the
TUC, the NUJ again came under

,

pressure to back down but Bill
Keys’ of SOGAT 83 and Tony
Dubbins of the NGA both pro-mised some form of support.

In. the light of this pressure,the NUJ Executive last Saturday
took a historic decision to fight.
An all-day meeting voted 11-7
to defy the courts and turn to the
whole trade union movementfor support. The Executive also
said that it was prepared to re-
convene the NUJ conference in
its defence.

Tt was a battle with someunlikely heroes. The left could
not have won alone. But general
Secretary “Ken Ashton

=
and

Scottish Executive memberHarryConroy both urged defiance and
swuns the centre-right to support

TRANSPORT workers, postalworkers, teachers and manyotherpublic service workers are
on strike against governmentspendingcuts in Belgium.The movement began onSeptember. 8 with a local rail

- spontaneously, though it is nowbeing officially supported bythe Socialist and Christian:
unions. The effects of the strike
movement are increasing;
beenshut down.

/Belgium’s right wing coalition
government says it may use
troops as scabs if the strikecontinues.

The government wants to cutpublic spendingby cutting wag-
es and bonuses, paying wages a
month in arrears rather than in
advance, and demanding high-
er social security contribu-
tions. It says it will negotiate on
the method of makingthecuts,but not on theprinciple and not
even on theamount. :

The background to this move
is Belgium’s huge budgetdeficit — estimated at 11.5%
of national income. (Britain’s
deficit, about which the Tories
makesuch an outcry,is less than
3% of national income). Bel-
gium also has a huge foreigndebt, and 15% unemployment.

 
a resolution from ProvincialNewspapers representative BobKeogh and Book member Simon
Collins.

A right wing resolution from
Fleet Street and TV wasdefeated.Typically it linked pious expres-sions of support for solidarity
action to a clear call to climb
down.

.

The Stockport chapel hadchallenged the Executive tofeissue its instruction and show it
was scrious about defending the
union. But after deciding to com-ply’ with the instruction, thechapel caved in under’ pressurefrom the employer.

 
 
puter. September’s total is £953.00

Terry Smith on thé coffee stall,

£1.50; Southwark supporters,

 

strike in Charleroi, and spread_grounds thattoo much moneyis

steelworks in Liege have now WORKERSIN West Gerniany,

FUND
WITH the collection at our ‘How to Fight the Tories” conference lastSaturday raising £201.64, and other donations bringing this week’sfund total to £388.00, we had to buy new batteries for the office com-

Thanks this. week to: delegates and observers at the SepterMer 17conference who gave a total of £201.64 (including £5 donations fromBruce Robinson, Chris Hickey and Kate Williams) to lan Swindale and£10, and Siu-Ming Cheung and LesHearn on the food stall, £22.81. Thanks also for donations to: Marchester supporters, £42, Martin Thomas, whose sponsored bike-ride*with fstington supporters has brought in a further £29.20; Rochdale
supporters who raised £33 at a social;Durham supporters £11.85; Halifax supporters, £3.20; Jayne andKelly Dempsey, £5; South East London -

£3; Siu-Ming Cheung, proceeds fromserving refreshments at a meeting, £3; and Oxford supporters £5.
Donations to. 214 Sickert Court, London N1 2SY

* ten journalists supporting eight

Before this strike wave, the
labour movement. response’on
theissue of cuts had been weak.
Belgium has two Socialist Part-
ies — Flemish and Walloon —

and the Flemish Socialist Partyhas supported cuts on the

being spent in the Walloon
(French-speaking)areas!

Now Socialist union leaders in
Wallonia are calling for a
general strike.

too, are adopting militant tactics’
to fight backagainst cuts.

On Monday19th, 2000 work-
ers at theAG WeserGroepeling-
en shipyard in Bremenoccupiedthe. yard after they had been
addressed by the government
Economics Minister, Count Otto
Lambsdorff.The Christian Dem-
ocrat/Christian. Social Union .

governmentis backing plans to
close the Groepelingen yard as
part of a drastic restructuring of
shipbuilding.

Already another shipyard in
Hamburg is occupied by the
workers in protest against plans
to lay off 1354 of them.

The Social Democraticprovin-
cial government in Bremen has
said it will consult experts be-
fore decidingwhetherto support
or oppose the restructuringplan. ~ :

The Stockport chapel gave asits excusé for backing off exactlythe reasons for fighting..FoCSimon Howarth said “We were

members of the National Graphic-al Association but as a result ourwhole union faced bankruptcy.”The chapel’s decision is not so *

important as the Executive’sdecision to fight.. The NUJ has
put down the marker. Whichunion will pick it up?

The way in which a small dis-
pute blew-into a test case againstthe Tebbit laws on secondaryaction shows that the law isbound fo be put to thetest soon.

 
      

 
 
 

  
  
    Stockport supporters, £15;      supporters £2.60; Steve Hall,  

   

Massstrike #iau3!
hits cuts

in Belgium |

1   stays
Solid
 by Ricky Houston

Last Sunday, 18th, the Post
Office. Engineering Union
voted 81,000 to 49,000 at its
Special Conference to con-
tinue industrial actionagainstthe Tories’ plan to privatise
British Telecom.

Though the vote was more‘ than three-to-two for continued
action, activists who want to de-
feat the Privatisation Bill will
haveto step up the campaigning
among the mass membership,
pushing for branches to demand
that the ‘National Executive
immediately.escalatesaction.

__The National Executive report
which was adopted merely man-
dates the NEC to continue a
campaign, without specifying
how to strengthen the struggle.

The right wing ‘Mainstream’
|faction lost control of the Exec-

utive in June, butis stillentren-
ched inthe union’s head office,
among the full-time _officers.They are well organised and
were well prepared for the
conference,

:They scored a victory when
they got the conference to cen-
sure the Broad Left dominatedExecutive’s refusal to re-nomi- -

nate John Golding, a prominent
witch-hunter anda full-time offi-
cer of the POEU,to the Labour
Party National Executive.

The tone of the conference
was set in the debate on an
amendmentto the National Exe-
cutive report tabled by the Leic-
ester Internal branch. The am-
endment, if carried, would
effectivelyhave ended the. un-ion’s fight against privatisaton.

In the debateit became clear
thattheunion,asyet, is not pre-'pared to go further than selec-
tive industrial action. Left activ-
ists still have to convince the
membersthatto defeat the ToryBill all-out actionwill eventuallybe necessary. The Swansea
branch had raised this before
theconference. .

A numberof propositions call-
ing for specific action now were
never .reached because of an
amended conference timetable
proposed by the National Exe-
cutive. ObviouslytheNEC want-
ed to avoid reaching proposals‘which Wwaquld have tied them
down to immediate and specificescalation.

:This indication of uncertaintywill be exploited by the rightwing of the union and (almostcertainly) by BT ‘managementand the government.
The membefShip must bealerted and mobilised now.Broad Left supporters must

argue in their branches for animmediat@. escalation of the --fight: «

/* For immediate action ag-ainst the Bill, by blacking gov-
ernment department lines andequipment,€: For an-escalation of actionainst Project Mercury anditsfinancialbackers.

So far theactionhas been con-fined to small groups of mem-_bers in London. The maximum
numberof members throughoutthe country must be involved ineffective industrial action so asto create a fighting mood.throughouttheunion.
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