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Pinochet: installed with US help in 1973.Mejia (left): Guatemala’s new dictator, US-backedagain. D’Aubuisson: El Salvador’s strongman.REAGAN'S
 

REAGAN’S dictators in Central and
South America face mounting opposi-
tion. And our solidarity can help the
fight against them.

Augusto Pinochet, the blood-drenched
butcher of the Chilean labour movement,
seized power almost ten years ago. But his
chances look slim of surviving in power
much longer than the tenth anniversary of
the military coup which overthrew Chile’s

CraySY ai
“Now we’ve got you, red scum! You
spelt your name wrong on the appli-
cation form”.

The Cowley witch-hunt: see p.2

by John O’Mahony
‘democratically elected Popular Unity gov-
ernment in September 1973 and then went
on to pulverise the Chilean labour move-
ment.

Last week saw the fourth big anti-gov-
ernment demonstration since a campaign
against the regime began four monthsago,
with the first national day of protest organ-
ised by the copper mine workers’
federation.

Many. of those who supported Pinochet’s
coup now call for his resignation. A broad
coalition — the Democratic Alliance — hes
been created by political parties ranging
from the Christian Democrats to Allende’s
Socialist Party.

This movement began with demands for
reforms; it has escalated in a few short
months;andnowtells Pinochet to get out.

Pinochet is forced to tolerate the Demo-
cratic Alliance, which is trying to convince
the bourgeoisie and the armed forces that
they now havea safe alternative to military
tule.

Even the US. ambassador in Chile, Mr
James Theberge, has added his voice to the
chorus of condemnation. He told a Chilean
publication: “We are convinced that demo-
eracy is the system wanted by the great maj-
ority of Chileans”’. :

To Pinochet this must sound like the
voice of treachery andingratitude.

The US government’s CIA deliberately
set out to ‘destabilise’ Chile, and helped
mastermind the coup in 1973. Pinochet was
their boy. He got his political programme
from the CIA, his economic strategy from
Chicago.

‘ And right now, in Central America, the
US continues to support the bloody regimes

in El Salvador and Guatemala, and to threat-
en Nicaragua, where the US-sponsored Som-
oza regime was overthrown fouryears ago.

_US naval exercises off the coast, and a
massive build-up of US troops and right-
wing exiles on the Nicaragua-Honduras
border, are threatening and trying to intimi-
date the Sandinista regime. Inside
Nicaragua, ex-Somozist thugs have been on
the rampage in borderareas.

The best answer to the USsabre-rattling
in Central America would be the overthrow
of Pinochet — not by wayofa ‘palace coup’
which would put the Democratic Alliance in
power, but by the workers and peasants of
Chile.

The Chilean labour movement has been
reviving in the last few years, as the most
savage repression of the middle ’70s eased
off and some trade union action became
possible. The present agitation opens the
toad to complete thatrevival.

On September 11 the Chile Solidarity
Campaign is organising a demonstration to
mark the tenth anniversary of the coup and
demand ‘No More Chiles!’ A big turn-out
will’ send a powerful message of solidarity
from the British labour movement to the
Chilean. working- class and thé rebels in~
Central America.

On September 11 the Chile Solidar-
ity Campaign is organising a demon-
stration to mark the tenth anniversary
of the coup and demand ‘No More
Chiles!!. A big turn-out will send a
powerful message of solidarity from
the British labour movement to the
Chilean workingclass and to the rebels
in Central America.-

DICTATORS

US advisor with El Salvador soldier
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Endtheblacklist!
‘MOLES, ‘conspirators’, ‘infiltrators’,screamed the press. BL
itself piously insisted that politics did not come into it: they |

had sacked 13 workers simply becauseof false informationon.
their job applications, discovered as a result of a ‘routine
audit’.

But everyone knowsthat the sackings were political. BL has form
whenit comesto politically motivated victimisations. Back in Novem-
ber 1979, they sacked the then convenor of Longbridge, Derek Robin-
son, just for putting his name to a pamphletcriticising the Edwardes
plan, With the thinlydisguised connivance of the AUEWleadership, and
a vicious red-baiting campaign in the press, the BL. bosses rode out the
spontaneous walk-outs by thousands of BL workers, and Robinson

. stayed sacked, probably never to work in industry again.
Exactly one year after Robinson’sdismissal, six militants (including:

four shop stewards, one. of whom was Jim Denham,a Socialist Organis-
er supporter) were framed up and sacked at Longbridge for allegedly
leading a ‘riotous mob’ on a ‘rampage’ round. the plant. The evidence
against the six would not have stood up in any coury outside a police
state. Again the workforce struck spontaneously,and again BL won the
day thanks to the weakness and cowardice of the union leadership, in
this‘casethe TGWU.

Like savage dogs who havetasted blood, the bosses turned nextto
Cowley,and seized their chance to sack one of the best-established and ©

most widely respected militants in the industry, Alan Thornett. In
November. 1982, he was sackedfora trivial driving offence that normal-
ly would not have warranted even a warning. The local TGWU Jeader-
ship gave Thornett verbal support, but -in practice ensured that no
industrial action took place.

The purges had their effect. The stewards’ movement was cowed
and terrorised. Rank and file workers lost confidence in the unions’
ability to defend them. Known militants have to watch every step. con-
sider every utterance, and be constantly on their guard. Any BL worker
will. testify to the reign of terror that Edwardes and his henchmen un-
leashed upon the workforce.

Meanwhile the track speeds crept constantly up, conditions were
eroded, and real wage levels were slashed.

Elsewhere in industry, other bosses took careful note of Edwardes’
tactics and followed his example. A spate of victimisations (and who
knows how many threatsof victimisations?) followed the Robinson
sacking. Managers throughout the private and the public sectors have
seen that blatant intimidationand straightforward industrial blackmail

"can succeed against shop floor activists, especially. when union leaders
like Duffy and Evans go along withit.

The case of theCowley 13 is the latest and most dramatic ggample
of such intimidation.The official reason for the sackingsis a sick joke.
Any trade unionist knowsthatbla sists exist, not just of political acti-
vists, but also of straightforward trade union militants. Falsifying job
applications and arranging fak.. references is the only way for many
people to get a job atall, especially with over three million out of work.
If everyone with untruths on their application forms were sacked, then
Perhaps 20 or 30% of the total manual workforce in the country would
be out of their jobs tomorrow.

The newspapers speculate wildly about a ‘conspiracy’ to ‘infiltrate’
the Cowley plant. They describe the 113 sacked workers in terms that
would be. much better applied to the clique of professional tough-guy
managers brought in by Edwardes specifically to bash the unions and
intimidate the workforce. -

~ Men like Tom Gray and Andy Barr, who closed down Speke andRover Solihull, moved on to Longbridge to break the unions there, and
then headed south to Cowley to put the boot in again. Or John Mackay
— brought in from Chioride to manage Edwardes’ image. He-recently
turned. up as a consultant for management at the Financial Times in
their long-running strike. These are the real infiltrators,and theirs is the
real conspiracy.

~ As Steph Grant, one of the 13 sacked,says, ‘If BL Management
knew | wasa socialist, they would never have employed me’. That's the
real scandal of Cowley.

'f BL management and others like them get their way,socialists will
have no right to work in this country.

:Our answer must be clear and firm. We will fight for our socialist
Principles and for strong and effective trade unionism wherever wecan.
We will support, by the most effective methods we know,all those
workers blacklisted and victimised. That means industrial action wher-
ever possible against blacklists and for the right to work regardless of
Political affiliationor trade union activity.

The Labour Party must give a commitment that a future Labour.
gcvernment. will reinstate all socialists and trade unionists victimised.
by the likes of BL management and their Tory backers.

_
systematic in BL and
Britishcompanies.

 
 
  a For an indepen-1 dent inquiry intoithedeathof Colin
g Roach!
i Roach Family[ Support Commit-,
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BRITISH LEYLANDis a com-

pany with a long record of
sacking workers for their polit-

- ical and trade union activities.
The dismissalof Derek Robinson
and Alan Thornett, senior and
deputy senior stewards in the
Longbridge and Cowley car
plants are the most well known
examples of such victimisation.
No one believes that Robinson
and Thornett were sacked for
the technical charges made
against them.They werevictim-
ised for their political and trade
union views and activities. And
therehave been numerousother
less publicised sackings.

BL is lying when it says
it does not dismiss workers on
political- grounds, or that it
would hire workers in spite of
their union record or socialist
beliefs. Methods of political
victimisation and exclusion are

large
This can be proved simply.

If BL does not sack or prevent
people from gaining employ-
ment for reasons of their
political views or trade union
activities why doesit, like most
large companies, operate a
system of blacklists? Why does
it employ organisationsto check
the trade union and_political
backgrounds of its workers or
thoseapplyingfor jobs?

The use of such methods is
known to all those involved in
trade unions andindustrial rela-
tions, and thepress; if BL denies
this state of affairs it is merely.
falsifying its own, and other
companies’practices.

Obvious

The facts. are obvious. The
BL management has not one
single ‘complaint against the
work record of the thirteen
dismissed during the entire time
they were at Cowley. Everyone
knows that the company would
be taking no action against the
thirteen if theywere not suspec-
ted of having strong socialist
views.

‘The real facts of the BL case
were stated in the Financial
Times on 13 August 1983, ‘‘BL
has been careful to stress offic-
ially the constitutionality of its
procedure . . .

In effect however
its central concern was their sus-

TWO SUNDAYTimesreporterslounge against their car outside
the terraced house in’ Bulling-
don Road, Oxford, which for this
week onlyhas becomethe Marx-
ist headquartersin Britain.

In their crumpled suits and
white leather shoes, they look a
cut above the scruffier collea-
gues from the gutter press who
have been rifling the dustbins,
haranguing the milkmen, and
badgeringtheneighbours.

TV crews roam Oxford, set-
ting up their cameras outside
the homesof people thought to
have left-wing tendencies and
filminganyonegoingin orout.

‘The DailyMail ringsits list of
well-known trouble-makers’ in

_

Oxford several times a day to
see if it can persuade any of
them to join in the mole-hunt.
‘They are not in’, becomes the
most widely-used sentence of
theweek.

Photographers shoot thous-
ands of frames of women going
in and out.of Cowley,in thehope
that they will catch that exclus-
ive picture of Red Steph; or one
of theother ‘she-moles’ (as they
had inevitablybeendubbed).

In the event the company
handsherto them on a plate by
telling Stephanie Grant that she
must wait outside the industrial
relations office for 15 minutes.
Outside the industrial relations
office is also where the -world’s
press had gathered in the hope

.

of ascrap.
.

; In the event the company
siands her to them on a plate by
telling Stephanie Grant that she
must wait outside the industrial
relations office for 15 minutes. ©

Outside the industrial relations

 

The Socialist League has beenthetarget of a most vicious witch-
-huntin the press over thelast week. 14 ofits alleged supporters
have been sacked from BL’s Cowley assembly plant. As an act
of solidarity with the comrades we print excerpts from their
statement on thewitch-hunt.
 

pected affilia-
tions.”’

Accusationsof ‘left wing con-
spiracy’ are merely stupid. If BL
did not victimise people for their
political and trade union views
in the first place. no-one at all
would botherto hide their views
from the management. If BL
states it would have takenon
workers it knew were stronglyin.
favourof trade unions and were.
activesocialists then it is merely
lying — asits entire past record

revolutionary shows.
Thecharge that anyone with

socialist views. can instigate
workers to go on strike, or are
‘infiltrating’the trade unions is
a conscious invention by the
press.

Risk
Workers going on strike lose

hundreds of pounds of. their
incomeandrisktheirjobs. They
will not strike unless propelled

TAL|t’sa political witch-hunt
to do so. by deep-seated and
genuine grievances against the
company. It is the activities of
BL management, not any
political group, which leads to
workers strike in BL or any
company.

The exclusion, of the thirteen
workers from Cowley should be
opposed by the entire labour
trade union and women’s move-
ment as an attempt by the com-
panyto enforce a politicalban on

recruitmentand employment.If
a policy of systematic exclusior
from employment, and. use
victimisation, by companies i
continued and strengthenedthere will be a further major
erosion of democratic rights to‘add to the manyalready carried
out by this government and the
BL management.

An attackon unions
Behind the witch-hunt,
unions are underattack!
EndBlacklists! '

The witch-hunt and victimisa-
tion of 14 people at BL Cowley
for falsification of their applica-
tion forms is an attack on the
trade union movement. ‘They
were clearly sacked for political
reasons; there was no complaint
about. their work. They are
obviouslybeingvictimised.

The Tory government hasjust
started its second term ofoffice.
It is increasing its offensive
against the working class, with
rising unemployment, privatis-
ation, cuts, and new attacks on
theunions.

It is getting the assistance of
the right-wing majority of the
TUC General Council, which
now wants to discuss with the
Tories. As Arthur Scargill has
said, this is like discussing the
rope with your aspirant hang-
man.

To get through their attacks,
the Tories must deal with those
whoare opposed to them andto
their stooges in he TUC. They
willnow‘usethe hysteria around
the Cowley situation to boost
theirattackon theunionspartic-
ularly at rank and file level and

the

Daily Press
 

EXPRESS
FINANCIALTIMES
The Daily Celearapherr

 

The Workers Socialist League
for many years has beenthetar-
get of witch-hunts, victimisa-
tions and attemipted victimisa-
tions at BL’s Cowley plant. We
print excerpts from a statement
on the current witch-hunt put
out by the National Committee -

of the WSLon 13 August 1983.
 

in industry — where the main
opposition to the Tories will
comefrom.

The press campaign is the
start of this. Left-wingers come
‘from outside the working class,
they say. This. campaign is
designed to discredit all those,
atall levels, who fight back,
particularly those who try to
change the leadership in the
labour movement. Everybody
whoargues for militant policies
becomes a_ suspicious person.
Like rising unemployment, the
campaign will be used to try tointimidatetheshopfloor.
(...)

.On the dayafter the sack-
ings, the shop stewards at Cow-
ley got a report from thejoint
inquiry of trade unionofficials
and management thatcame out

Rail Gang
By Patrick Spilling
office is also where the world’s
press has gathered in the hope
of a scrap.

The Oxford Mail, irritated by
the fact that it has run a low-key
story about 14 people being
dismissed on the same day as
the Coventry Evening Tele-
graph splashes an exclusive
story about ‘red infiltrators’,
tries to make upin decibels what
it lacksin speed.

On Friday 12th its lead article
begins: ‘‘Far Left fanatics from
the Socialist League, which is
dedicated to the revolutionary
overthrow of the British way of
life...’’. Its editorial rages about
‘“‘the policy and action of the
jackboot’’.

The same report quotes Pat-
rick Gray, chair of Oxford East
Labour Party, saying, ‘‘You get
undergraduates studying some-
thingreally obscure who have a
miraculous conversion and de-
cide to become dockers

|
or

miners. After a couple of years
theyrevert to form’’

PatrickGray should know. He
gained a degree from Oxford
University before getting a job
on Cowley’sproduction line. Ab- |

out a yearor two ago he reverted

to form andtook upa better-paid
job, morelikeacademiclife.

Right-wing Labourite John
Power, his own victimisation atCowley long forgotten, is speak-ing as an expert on ‘the ultra
left’. Roger Rosewell, the: form-
er IS (SWP) organiser, is dis-
interred from his SDPcell to re-
cite his familiartale of atrocities.
They seem to be harder and
harder to remember.

He informs the world that
revolutionariesare told that they
must turn up to work on time,workhard, not take daysoff sick ©

when they are not sick. Most
sinister of all, they must make
friends with ‘their workmates.
Ugh, makesyou shudder.

The new bait for-the press is
the fact that half of those sack-
ed are women.It is thewomen’s
housesthatmost reporters camp
outside. It is the women: who
take thelargest part of the pressbroadside.

The speed with which the
sacked workers learn to close
their windows and simply not
answerthedoor or phone makes
the press squad angrier and
more frustrated. Theyprowl the

 

 

are

of the ‘washing-up time’ strike.
This joint report talks about the
‘political’ nature of some shop.
stewards. It talks about shop
stewards not being aware of the
kind of increases in productivity
necessary.

During the ‘washing-up time’
strike, the bureaucracy stopped
the CowleyAssemblyPlant shop
stewardsputting their opinions
to the mass meeting. This was a

go-ahead for the current cam-
- paign. Itwas sayingto the mem-
bership thatthestewards should
not belistenedto.

Right wingers in other unions
willtry to take up the same cry.”
Kate Losinska of the CPSA has
already spokenonthis.
(...)

Wemustrefuse to be cowed.
Txade union members have a
right. to be political activists.
Left wingers havea right to have
a job and be active in their
unions.It is not a crime to be a
socialist. The press thinksit is a
crime, the capitalists and the
Tories think it is a crime, the
right wing thinksit is a crime to

-

be a socialist in theunionsor the
.

Labour Party. We must oppose
these witch-hunting ideas, and
we must opposeall blacklists

. . .

 

streets of Oxford like gang-
rapists looking for a victim.

One ‘set of neighbours com-
plains of cooking smells. Fancythat! |

At another house, a reporter
manages to peer through the
windows. The shelves carry
books on Russia! A ‘piece of
paperin a typewriter reveals the
beginningsof an article, ‘Is the
Russian Economyin Crisis?’

Meanwhile Michael Edward-
es, MacGregor, and the rest of
thepolitically-motivatedoutsid-
ers pumped into industry by
right-wing Labour and Tory gov-
ernmentsaliketo undermine the
unions go about their business,
unmolested by. TV cameras up
theirnoseor reporters searching ©

theirdustbins.
Personnelofficers are advised

to get more training in how to
spot militants. A university de-
gree in politics becomes as
socially-accepted as a sick-note
for herpes.

BL announces that it never
uses outside agencies to screen
staff or carry out investigations,

‘andthepressprints it seriously’
and uncritically.

The Sunday Times and the
Guardian issue warnings that
politicaldiscriminationmust not
be introduced into industrial life
(forgetting for.the moment ab-
out Robinson,Thornett, and the
longlist of politicalmartyrs).

The crowd, sated by thisspec-
tacle of blood and gore, turns
its attention back, to sex or
athletics.

14 Sun journalists are sacked
because they had concealed
from the management,that they”
can read..

1 aRRCNTE
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privatisedWandsworthI. &
THE STORYso far:. Pritchards

|took over the mobile gardening
coutract. from Wandsworth
Council. after a series of bitter
disputes between unions and
the Tory council over privatisa-
tion. The council claimed that
the Pritchards tender would
save £35,000a year.

The only way Pritchards could
undercut direct labour was by
drastic understaffing. The coun-

‘cilemployed 35 full-timestaff,
plus extra summercasuals.Prit-
chards reckoned they could do
thejob withnine full-timers plus
summercasuals.

Not surprisingly, they could-
n’t. After an initial penalty-free
period, they clocked up £46,000

"in fines, as complaints poured in
about weed-chokedflower-beds,
knee-high grass, and overgrown

' verges.
Pritchards’ response to this

attack 'on their profits was pre-
dictable: off-load it on the work-
force. They introduced a new
piecework scheme which would
have brought average wages
down to £35/£45 a week, and
meant less than £10 a week on
some jobs. If the weather was
bad, the workers would earn no-
thing! ,

Pritchards workers already
had to put up with wages £30 a
week below what the council
paid, appalling work. conditions
{no protective clothing,no mess
or wash facilities),and no con-
tract of employment, so no holi-

-Labour movement=
CONFERENCE

1 September 17!
a September 17,10.30am—5pm_=s fj oti i

i

  

 Called by
Socialist

 DESPITE the holiday
_

period, sponsorships,
requests for credentials,
and inquiries are already
coming in for the Septem-
ber 17 ‘How to Fight the
Tories’. conference pro-
posed by Socialist Organ-
iser. .

From Basingstoke alone
we have had half a dozen
applicationsfor credentials,
‘from a number of different
organisations: Trades
Council, GMWU branch,
LabourParty . . .

“ For the workshop on

privatisation, the organis-
ers have invited speakers
from British Telecom and
“from Wandsworth. On
public sgrvice cuts, speak-
ers have been invited from
hospital occupations and
anti-closure campaigns.

 

 

 
Left)*.

Workshop discussions
,

.
| the way forward

CRECHE

University of London Union
Malet Street, WC1

Platform and workshop speakers include:
Jeremy Corbyn MP; Reg Race, Joy Hurcombe iLapour

CND)*; Vat Dunn (Manchester Labour councillor}*: Andrea
Campbell {CGHSE Group 81)*; Colin Yai

coupled with the shewing
will cover a wide range of topics and current s

enabie everyone oresent 1 contribute in sebate

 

Gerry Byrnereports on the
actionby gardeners and dust-
menin the Tories’ ‘model’

.
local authority
ee
day, sick pay, or pension. They
also had to sign an undertaking
when theystarted that they
would pay for any loss or dam-

_

age to machines.
They tried to operate the new

scheme. After two days it be-
cameclear that they would earn
nothing. They walked out. All
388 NUPE members have now
beenonstrike for four weeks.

The dispute escalated last
week when the dust (employed
by Grand Met) held a one-day
strike, and- whole depot which
the Pritchards workers had been
picketing was shut down. Fuel
deliveries were turned away,
and Pritchards strikers held a
demo outside Pritchards head
office.

There has been a simmering
dispute with Grand Met since
the refuse collection workers
won a £9 a week pay award from

‘the Central Arbitration Council
to bring them up to council
rates. Grand Metdecidedto fin-
ance this by sackings, leaving
the remaining workforce to take
on25% more work.

Since manyof the dust carts
are out for over 8 hours a day
anyway, and most are down to a
skeleton crew of two,it’s hard to

 

 
   

 
 

  A workshop on the shopstewards’ movement will
discuss varying experien-
ces in. different sectors,
with: introductions from a
car industry steward and
an NHSsteward.

We'll be looking at the
recently launched. Black
Trade Unionists’ Solidarity
Movement, and other auto-
nomous black workers’
organising, in a workshop
on black workers. And we
hope for speakers from the
Gay Teachers’ Group and
the NALGO Gay Group for
aworkshopon gayrights.

Women’s special con-

 
 

cerns and demandswill,we
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see where these productivity in-
creases can comefrom.

40 casual workers — mainly
black — who sign away their
employment rights each week,
are sacked from. August 15.
The dust are back at work after
the one-day strike, trying to
operate the new rotas, but the
issue is likely to explode again
at any time.

Pritchards stewards metthe
management last Friday, but
withoutpositive result.

Meanwhilethe Tory leader of
Wandsworth council has gone
on record as saying that how-
ever useless or costly the Prit-
chards contract turned out, the -

Tories were not prepared to go
backto direct labour. They have
put no pressure on Pritchards to

_Settle, indeed theyhave suspen-
dedthefinesduring thedispute.

‘Pritchards workers are keen to
extend links with local tenants,
both to get the message across
about why the grass isn’t being
cut, and also to get feedback on
whether scabs are out. (So far
Pritchards have sent their man-
agers from other sections out
cutting grass — not very suc-
cessfully). Local caretakers have
agreedto notify the strike com-
mittee if they see any scabs
working; and trade unionists in
the job centres are blacking ad-
verts for Pritchardsjobs.

Money and_ requests for
speakers to: Dave Benlow, c/o
‘Junction Resource. Centre, 248
LavenderHill,SW11.
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hope, be discussed in all
the workshops, but there
willalso be a special one on
womenin the labour move-
ment — lookingat the fight

‘for women’s rights in the
Labour Party, the recent
-victories in the TGWU,and
how the battle can be
spreadto otherunions.

The CND workshop will
.

discuss organising for the
YouthCN'D lobby of Labour
Party conference and the
big CND demonstration on
October 22, but also the
politics of CND, and the
CNDleadership’s apparent
shift from unilateral dis-
armament to the ‘nuclear
freeze’policy.

How should the trade
unions respond to. the
Tory government’s new
Youth Training Scheme?
How can weorganise the

.
trainees? There’ll be a
workshopon that..

Conference papers .are
in preparation on many of
the workshop themes. For

- details or for credentials
(£2.50 waged, £1.50
unwaged),write to Socialist
Organiser, September 17
Conference, 28 Middle
Lane, London N8.
Pletal|
i Open to delegates and observers gj
I from all labour movement bodies.

Credentials (including discussioni
| papers) £2.50 (employed), £1.50 (un-
1 employed).

 Please send me details cres

September 17 i venigrenes. |

Namie.
Sddress
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Join thepicket line: Jam-430pm

  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  
 
 
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

       
    

   
 
 
 

 

    
        
 
  

        

     
 

   
     
  
 
  
 

     
 
  

 

               
 
      
 

      
 

 

  

 
  
  
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
   

     
                                          

  
 

THE Can’t Pay,Won’t Pay’ campaign was formed in February
1982to find othermethodsof fighting for cheapfaresif the
official Greater London Council campaign was unable to
prevent the faregrise taking place.

Jan Wallgrave-iscoordinator ofthefares fight in Haringey,and in April 1982 took part in the campaign of refusing to pay’the fares increase.
She wasone of the 18 among the several thousandwhotook.

part to be charged by the LondonTransportPolice with fare-
avoidance.

Why are you doing it, Jan?
You're all on yourown,all your
friends seem to have deserted
you. Some people would say that
your gesture is just a little
futile? ‘

I consider it is worthwhile
carrying on with this campaign
because the battle for London

: Transport is entering a new and
more significant phase with the
government’s new White Paper
which proposes-to remove. Lon-
don Transport from local demo-
craticcontrol.
‘Good, but do you feel, nonethe-
less, that the Can’t Pay, Won’t
Pay Campaign has been a -

failure?Why was that?
I think it was the inevitable

result of the decision of the Law
Lords which was seen by many
to have been a travesty of jus-
tice and a politically “biased
judgement by people who are
supposed to interpret the law
impartially. The Campaign
founditself faced with the fact

a

thatthe trade unions’ resistance
did not appear to be sufficiently

|

strongand there wasno alterna-
tive as we saw it but to take
‘direct action’.
Can you tell us what you have
iachievedby takingthisaction?
| Ae considerable...amount .

of
publicity.It drew theattention of
the public to the unbelievable
actionof the Law Lordsin flag-
rant breach of all that
could be seen as reasonable and
democratic, i.e. a cheap fares
policy that benefitted the
majorityof Londonersofall ages
which was undoubtedly both
popular and successful. .

What support did you get from
the comrades at County Hall for
youractions?

Wehad considerable backing
from Dave Wetzel, Chair of the
GLC’s Transport Committee —

and one of the defendants — as
well as John McDonnel, chair of
the GLC’s Finance Committee,
together with other Labour

   
, FrogmoreDepot,DormaySt, London SW18.

Fares fighter facestrial 
councillors and party members
who both took part and actively
helped us during the campaign
itself and during the period of
thecourt cases. :

What would you say to those
who feel that you would have
been better advised to follow

«the lead given by the transport
unions? ~

The trade unions’ action was
unfortunatelynot very effective,
and wefelt that without further
determined action in opposition
to the Law Lords decision,
resistance would have totally
collapsed.

- When we look back on the
battlesof the past to achievethe
women’s right to vote, or trade
union recognition, etc., the law
of the land was often broken.
The—suffragettes were also
accused of being frivolous and
childish. We feel we are trying
to follow in that tradition, the
tradition of challenging the law
-— where and when necessary.
What now? What niessage have
you for the London Labour
Parties? -

: 7
Get out and organise support

in defence of the democratic
controlof London Transport, the
accountabilityof local councils,
and the policies that the GLC
was elected on. Thebattle for
the GLCis only just beginning,
sitting around and passing reso-
lutionsis not sufficient to defeat
the Tories’ plan. Action is
needed now! ,

©

Brum YTSaction
THEBirmingham ‘‘YTSAction
Group’’ came into existence a
few months ago, when activists
from the trades council, who
planned to monitor YTS
schemes and to launch a union
recruitment. drive on them,
found that workers at the
Birmingham

~—
Trade Union

Resource
thinkingalong similarlines.

it made sense to pool resour-
ces, and a series of joint meet-
ings have been heid, at which °

trade unionists affected by YTS
rvisors irom mode B

s stewards-. at
ie A trainess,

pers from FE
anged exper-

  
   

 
 

Centre were also -

unionising staff and trainees in
theBirmingham area.

.

‘Roger Kline, a full-time
researcher at the Resource
Centre and the convenor of the
Action Group, is also building
up an extensivefileon abuses of
trainees, health and safety on
schemes, good and bad agree-
ments and so forth. the group
intends to expandthisaspect of
the work into a systematic
monitoringprocess. ,

Roger’s file,together with
copies of relevant MSC and
trade union publications” are
being kept at the Resource

_

Centre and are-available for any
trade unionist to look at (photo-
copies can be sent out). Infor-
mation, from otherparts, ofthe

m

The Action Group hasa leaflet
for trainees, informing them of
their rights, and encouraging
themtojoin a union. This willbe
distributed early in October by
which time the trainees who
start in Septemberwillhave had
a month to get a taste. of just
what YTSis all about.

TheGroup is also planning
the publication.of a regular YTS
Bulletin aimed at trainees,
supervisors andtrade unionists.

It is hoped to convenea con-
ference of trade unionists
involved with YTS from round
the country, towards the end of
thevear.

Contact: YTS Action Group,
c/o Roger Kline, TURC, 7
Frederick. St., Birmingham

wore. countryis always weleome, s+ ++ s+ ~BLSHE, 4021-236.8328)...-.- .
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CND leaders stamp do
on youth
FHE Campaign for Nuclear Dis-
mmament (CND) executive,
ander the leadership of Bruce
Kent, has moved to try to close
Bown the Youth CND National
Committee, elected at theYCND
penferenceon July 2/3.
. This follows measures against

CND, which has had
executive members put

matoits committee with right of
peto.
_

Severalmembersof the Youth
|

National Committee have
put out a statement in response

the CND executive’s move
to a report in the London

gazine ‘CityLimits’.
““We see the changes -propos-
in YCND”’, they say, ‘‘as a

litical move, aiming to effec-
lively silence ‘any possible

ition to certain changes in
public faceof CND.

| “The first printing of leaflets
(thebig CND demonstration
coming on) October 22, for

ce, leant heavily on the
me, ‘Freeze the nuclear arms
’, mentioning neither uni-

teralismnor NATO.
“YCNDand Labour CND
ve. been the first victims of

is new,heavy-handedpolicy”’.
The rest. of the statement

   
  

 
  
 
    
   

  
  

MEMBERS.of the YCND
ational Committee that was

at the recent conference
Manchester but has_ since
n dissolved, we reject the
thatYCNDhas been ‘‘tem-

   El Salvador
,Solidarity

Campaign:
affiliation£5.
for individuals
and £10 for
organisations,-
from 29
Istington:Park
St., London N1.

| (01-359 2270)
f

ss Fighter national secretary Judith Bonner, with Satvinder Singh
iring) at the Class Fighter fringe meeting. Photo: John Whitton.

porarilywound upafter allega-
tions of entryism by Trotskyist
groups’’ (as City Limits putit).CND has denied that a
spokesperson for CND madethe
comments attributed to CND in
the (City Limits) article, and as
far as we are concerned theonly:
reasons that were given for the
dissolution of the committee
were thatmembershipcards and
ages were inadequately

checked.
Cards

Many YCND members do not
in fact - possess membership
cards, due to administrative dif-
ficulties... However, we do not
see how this means the confer-
ence. was invalid — delegates
were registered in advance and
their names were checked ag-
ainst a computer print-out of
members before delegate cards ©

wereissued...
(But now) the YCND National

Committee, consisting of ten
officers elected by conference
and regional representatives
from all over the country, has
been dissolved, and a CND
Youth Committee set up in its
place, with regional representa-
tion drastically cut and several
regions not being recognised...
The six democratically elected
Ordinary Officers are excluded.

At the first meeting of this
committee CND staff put for-
ward proposals -involving the
absorption of YCND into CND,
supposedly to free young people
“from most of the administre-
tive and bureaucraticside of the
campaign’? — a move that
would effectively remove both
our democratic rights within the
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campaign andour abilityto org-
anise independently where
necessary. :

Despite previous assurances
that a recall conference for
YCNDis the eventual aim of the
committee, the proposals since
put forward seem to be far less
liberal. ‘‘The idea of a ‘recall
conference’’’ (according to a
document presented at the com-
mittee meeting) ‘‘seems to go
against the concept of YCND as
an integral part of the cam-
paign, and its purpose is
obscure. We therefore recom-
mendto theExecutive thatthere
beno recall conference’’...

In view of the unwarranted
and undemocratic manner in
which YCND lost its National
Committee, seven young people
present at the meeting of the
new ‘CND Youth Committee’
refused to recognise the Com-
mittee, registering instead

-” several no-votes and putting for-
ward a statement to the minutes
explaining our reasons for doing
so. -

For the sake of unity within
the campaign we called upon
YCND groups andindividualsto
carry out proposals decided by
the committee for action, but at

-. the sametime wefeel it is im-
portant that an informed de-
bate is carried. out in the cam-
paign, culminating in a final
decision as to’ YCND’s status
through an emergency resolu-
tion to CND conference in
December...
Tom Rigby, TraceyDoyle, John

- Green, Satvinder Singh, Melissa
Oliver, YCNDNationalCom-

mittee members

Tom Rigby, editor of the

Se

    
 

 

 

 
        

 

 
 

      

pap
support by-the YSfor CND: Photo: John Whitton.What you
can do

TO DEFENDYouth CNDandits
rights, we have to organise for
activitieslike thelobby of the
TUC,and at thesame time
arguetheissues withinthe
disarmamentmovement.

Hereare two model resolu-
tions for your CND group,
YCNDgroup,or(if affiliatedto
CND)Labour Party or trade
union branch.

1. To theCND Executive: ‘We
condemn thedecision of the
CND Executive to rule unconsti-
tutional theYCNDConference,

YOUNGSOCIALISTS
SUMMER CAMP

>

THE Lat ::r Party Young Socialists have had an annualsummer
campsince 1979. About 600 people took part thisyear,like last

"year.
Summercampis a good opportunity to assess the strengths

of the YS and the changes which have taken place over theyear.
This year there were a lot of new, independent-mindedYS
memberspresent, many morethanlast year. New people seem
to have been drawninto theYS through thegeneral election
campaign, and have brought with them a willingness toget.
involvedin single-issue campaigns.

.

-

The youth whohas just joined a YS branch led by the
dominant ‘Militant’ tendency, but still wants to Rock the
Bomb,doesn’t seem to want to get involved in hurling abuse at
otherYCNDers — even if they are membersof the YS minority
around ‘ClassFighter’.

The following report is from ClassFighter supporters who
went to summer camp.

‘SO LONGas it’s not raining,
I. don’t suppose it’llbe too bad.’”
was how a
Fighter supporters felt about
going to theLPYSsummer camp
at thebeginningof August.

few Class

In fact, this year’s summer
campturned out to be the most
successful for ClassFighter and
most of us actuallyenjoyedit.

Summer camp has several
workshopsa day andan evening
rally,which amounts to a much
better opportunity to arguepoliticsthanYSconference.This
year there was even a work-
shop on gay rights. The YS
National Committee have been
forced to change theirattitude to
gay struggles after intense
pressure and the NUT confer-

Shes

ence proving that trade union-
ists and workers are interested
in gay and lesbian rights. ~

The other workshops were
muchthesameas usual but this
year Harry Mcshane came
along.- He spoke about Red
Clydeside and when comrades
askedhim about his own and his
contemporaries positions on
Ireland the chair ruled them out
of order and threatenedto throw
themout if theyobjected.

The Militantsuffered badly in
theYCNDdebate. Britain out of
NATO is apparently a pacifist
demand, __ultra-leftist and
impracticalbecauseit won’t get
rid of thebomb. .

Outraged YCND members
took theopportunity to point out,

and dissolve theNational Com-
mittee. We believethatthisis
an unnecessary and divisive
act, and call on theCND Execut-

_

ive to reverse it’.
2. Emergencyresolutionto

’ CND conference:‘Thisconfer-
encereversestheactionof the
CNDExecutivein dissolvingthe
YCNDNationalCommittee and
declaring theYCNDconference
unconstitutional.It re-establish-
es YCNDas a specialist section,

___
actingwithintheframeworkof
theaims of CND as a whole’.

that the NATO connection was
used by the right wing in the
labour movement to fudge
ecnference decisions on unilat-
¢-alismduring theelection cam-

_paign. It was also -made
quite clear that any talk of
nuclear disarmament and stay-ing in NATOwas foolingpeople.

The most worrying workshop
was on YTS. Everyone
thatYTSis a bad thing,but how
do wefight it? Very little came
out, but talk of a conference on
December 10. All the conditions
to be fought for were agreed, -

but we should have gone on to
discussion how to approach the
unions, how to- talk to non-
political students unions in
colleges where YTS youth will
beplaced.

|Wealso should have talked
about just when and how we
raise the question of joining the
YS during the campaign to
unionise YTS. Swapped exper-iences from YOPs work would
have helped. We could have
found out if it was generally
the case that comrades feared
scaring off potential union
members...

Class Fighter’s ideas for
activity and explanations. of
the shortcomings of Militant’s
programme hit home to a
definite section of the camp.New YS members, who have
been influericed by the mass
movements against the bomb,who are anti-authoritarianand
not sectarian, aligned them-
selves with us. We found morepeople who wantedto talk to us
this. year than anyone can
remember.
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Lobby
the TUC

by Tom Rigby
IN THE next few weeks and
months, Youth CND will be
taking the issue of nuclear dis-
armamentinto the labour move-
ment. : '

Wehave two national events —

as a focusfor this. First, a lobby
of the TUCin Blackpool in early
September;and thenin October,
along with Labour CND; a
demonstration and rally at
Labour Party conference.

The key political message for’
4 these evepts is the need for the

labour movement to-move
beyondexistingpaperpoliciesof
unilateralismand to start organ-
ising. mass action against the
missiles. ot

To get this message across,
YCND and CND as a whole will
have to build on their existing
jinkswiththe labour movement.

Youth CND groups should be
looking to the labour. movement ~

locally and nationally, to heip
buildfor thetwolobbies.

There are lots of thingssdo: -

*Write to Labour Party and
trade union branches,’ trades
councils, etc., and get them to
sponsor, support and publicise
thelobbies.

:

*Send speakers to trade
union branch meetings so that
YCND can develop a dialogue
with activists in the labour
movement opposed to nuclear
weapons. If possible, try to
organise workplacemeetings, to
explain the issues to the largest
possible audience.

*Contacts built up this way
will provide a solid base for the
-YCND trade ynion conference
planned for early next year, at
whichwe hopeto discuss educa-
tion/information work and -a
plan of action against the
missiles.

.

This is not all YCND has
planned. Annual Conference
voted to support two important
demonstrations.

On September11 there should
be a big mobilisation from
YCND groups for the demon-.
strationcalledaroundthe slogan
‘‘No more Chiles’’. This demon-
stration marks the tenth anni-
versary of the coup in Chile and
is centred on opposition to US
involvementin Central and Latin
America. .

CND has a mass demon-
stration planned for October 22

.in London. YCND will be work-
ing for the largest possible
mobilisationof youth.
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  ~ Womenhavebuilt |

this movement too!
Jack -Smiley’s article_last
week sat rather uncomfort-
ably on the Women’s Page,Straining somewhat at the
seams. Unfortunately, like
Tom Mann’s speech, it did
contain “crude, sexist andeconomistic” elements. For
instance, thestatementthatit
is “the labour bureaucracythat has beenhistorically res-
Ponsible for reproducing patr-jarchal values within the -

working : class” is a rather
gross over-simplification.
Aren’t- there some more
material factors also operat-ing? ‘

it is only through the common
mobilisationof women and men,
together in struggle against a
class that is grinding them
down, thatmen are going to be
broken from the disfigured con-
ceptions that they have of.
women’’, while true, begs a
wholenumberof questions. :

And he does seem to have
.

swallowed Bea Campbell’s
bait in identifying militant class
struggle as the prerogative of
maleworkers (thoughclearlyhe
drawsdifferent conclusions). He
cites the great dockers strike of
1889 — he could equally well
have pointed to the match girls
strike. Women have built this
movementtoo!

The 150 years of accumulated
experience of class struggle
doesn’t just revolve around the
actionsof skilledmale workers.

This’ said, Jack Smiley’s
approachis still infinitely prefe-

-able to Bea Campbell’s class-
|pacifism,and he doespoint to a

real issue that needs to be
takenup: therhetorical cooption
of the ‘‘insightsof the women’s

_

Movement’’ in the service of
rotten classcollaboration.

The Labour Coordinating
Committee is foremost, though
not alone, in this process —

smarmy nodsin the direction of-
feminism and then back to the
real businessof stabbing theleft
in the back. But they are very

- selective ‘‘insights’’ it draws on.
Not only. socialist, but radical,
separatist feminists should be
outraged bythissleight of hand.

One of the mechanisms for
this is the myth of the: “‘patri-
archal-isation’’ of the labour
movement. The ascendancy of
the skilledmale white workers’
interests at the expense of other -

groups, especially women, is
pointed as the original sin of
classpolitics.

Activity
The reality was rather more

complex; the ‘conclusions the
opposite of Bea Campbell’s:

“In a variety of ways they
were able to find means ofpro-
tecting their position within anincreasingly stable system.
They left behind the mass
politics of the earlier part of the
century, which represented
moreof a direct challenge to the
whole system of industrialcapit-
alism at a stage when it was far
less secure and established. In

Similarly,the assertion ‘‘that

 

Gerry -Byrne takes up a
debate opened by Jack

. Smiley (Socialist Organ-
iser 142). os
doing so, the skilled workers ~

also left behind the unskilled
workers and the women, whose
way of life did not allow their
participation in the more struc-
tured political forms. These
forms required both regularity
of working times and regularity
of income for participation to
bepossible.’’

The point is women. were
active in the early workingclass
movement, theChartists:

.“This was .a_ transitional
period in which traditional
forms ofpoliticalactivity — such
as mass demonstrations and
other acts which involved entire
families and communities —

coexistedwith early versions of
the more sophisticated organis-
ational forces which were to be
the pattern of late 19%h century
politics. women . . .

had prev-.iouslybeeninvolvedin food riots
and. demonstrations, early
female friendly societies and
trade unions. in the 1830s and
1840s women continued to be
actively involved. They organ-
ised food boycotts and occupied
churches. They were. particul-
arly active in demonstrations
against the new Poor Law of
1834 and in the 1842 Plugriots.
Womenwerealso active in the
internal organisation of the
Chartist Movement, attending
meetings, decoratisg halls and

_speakers’ wagons, and they
were importantin the social side
of the movement, creating,’ for
example, alternative schools for
children.’’

 

Feminist
This is something of a con-

trast with the -picture of
women’s passivity presented by.
bothJackSmileyand Bea Camp-
bell! It was the stabilisa-
tion of capitalism, fuelled in
Britain especially, by massive .

imperialist expansion, which
created conditions for the
dominanceof patriarchal values

_

in the workingclass movement.
Alongside this, developed a
newbureaucracy of the move-
ment but withmaterial interests
apart from it. -

Nordid this go unchallenged.
Onethingthat is missing from
virtually all feminist accounts,
which serve to berate the male-
dominated left, is the role of
conscioussocialists, Marxists.

The arguments around
women’s right to work, against
male protectionism, created
enormous divisions in the
working class movement inter-
nationally. It was the Marxists
whoconsistently.took the side of
women’s rights, seeing their
involvement as central to any
strategy to overthrow capital-
ism.
_-

It was those who_ continued
the Chartists’ stance of irrecon-
cilablewar with the system who
resisted women’s exclusion, and

branches.

’ Socialist
|ORGANISER

LABOURPARTYCONFERENCE MEETING
Socialist Organiser’s Labour Party conferencemeetingthis
year will be on buildingLabour Party workplacebranches
and the fight against the Tories. Speakers will include activ-
ists who have had direct experience of buildingworkplace

“TUESDAY OCTOBER4, 5.30PM
KING’S HOTEL,BRIGHTON ~
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‘Militant class struggle is not the prerogative of male workers’
Mary’s Hospital, London W9. Photo: Christine Cadin.

those who would settle for carv-
ingout a comfortable (or at least
tolerable)’ niche within the
system who championed male
privilege within the labour
movement.

Now,if the LCC and their ilk
“were serious about the insights
that women’s history offers the
labour movement, if they were
genuinely concerned to find
formsof organising which don’t
excludewomen,theymight care
to look at the insurrectionary .

actionsof Chartist women. They
don’t even need to look that far
back. ‘‘Bourgeois’’ feminism
provides many examples of
militant direct action: hunger

- strikes, arson, damageto prop-erty. —

If they’re keen to look resol-
utely to the present, where do
they stand on fire-bombingsex
shops or “‘rough justice’’ for.
rapists? While we may have
sharp political differences
with all these actions, they. do
seem to indicate that militancy, -

even violent, direct action is
not and never has been an
exclusivelymalepreserve.

Bea Campbell is not wrong in
wishing to broaden out the con-
cept of class struggle beyondsimply ‘‘point of production’
industrial action, but in remov-
ing the ‘‘struggle’’element.

The answeris not to go back
to the early workingclass move-
ment, where the distinction
between ‘‘industrial’’, ‘‘com-
munity’’ and ‘‘political’’ action
barely existed, negating. 150Bradford occupation

_

calls for union support
TWO weeks ago the staff at
Thornton View hospital, Brad-
ford, declared an occupation to
defend their hospital. Fourteen
frenetic, action-packeddays are a
long time for an occupation staff
who have never taken such action
before.

But it has proved a long time
for ‘the pr&per channels’, both in
NUPE and COHSE.

The Thornton View workers
have had to organise things
themselves, with the help of a
support committee and a local
NUPEbranchsecretary.

The occupation is being run
by a working committee of staff
on both shifts and wards with a

good representation of the 100
staff who workat the hospital.

Non-medical management are
being kept out. The Nursing
Officer came into the work-in
in the first couple of days but was
accompanied everywhere by a
memoetofstaff, to prevent intim-

years of experience. The open-
ness of that movement was the
product of the formlessness of
the workingclass and the infant
instability ofcapitalism. What
we need to do is recreate that
unity and openness on a higher
level, drawing. on that exper-
ience.

An idea ofthe potential
(thoughthat’sall it is at present)
for overcoming these distinc-
tions between industrial, polit-
ical and community action can
be gauged from the struggle
against the missiles. The com-
bination of women organising
in the community reaching out
to isolated women, masspoliti-
cal demonstrations and indus-
trial blacking is potentially -

unstoppable.. Once again
posing a mortal threat to capit-
alism would be the best way to
revive the memory of that
earlyunifiedmovement. _-

Arenas
For women, the separation

between industrial, social and
political arenas of struggle has
never taken muchofa hold.It’s
an index of how spuriousis the
LCC’s commitment to women,
that their central campaigning
plank withinthe Labour Party is
to drop any further moves to
democratisetheparty and freeze
discussion on policy..Since
women’s representation has not
been won and there are whole
areas of policy concerning
women which have never

 

by Frances Gates
 

idation and interference with the
occupation.

The occupation has had sup-
port ranging from the Consultant

_Geriatrician to virtually all the
relatives of the, 82. geriatric
patients at thehospital. -

Some months before, the
entire Bradford Council passed a
resolution. supporting the Thorn-
ton View Hospital Campaign and
“any action the staff may take to
prevent closure”. Even the Tories
votedforthis.

But only Labour councillors,
of course, ‘especially Barry
Turner, have come along: to the
Occupation Support Committee.

The Work-in Committee make
clear. their opposition to all cuts
and closures. They don’t want

 
’_.A mass meeting during the occupationatSt.

filteredup, thiscan onlydamage
our interests. (It’s no accident,

- e.g. that women in CLPD have
rejected thisstrategy).

.And if you look at one area of
policy which the LCC is concer-
ned to change — council house
sales - again it doesn’t look as
if much consideration has been
given to women’s interests.

Since the net effect of Tory
housingpolicywillbe to create a
subsidised

.

sector of home-
owners and a ghetto of poor

|(low-wage and claimants)
counciltenants, trapped in high-
rise, under-maintained, unsuit-
able flats, who are the likely
losers if Labour acquiesces
with his policy? Single parents
(9/10ths women), the low paid
(two-thirds women), claimants,
familieswithchildrenand home-
less singlepeople.

‘Only men,by and large, can
afford to be home-owners. so
muchfor concern for women and
breaking out of the stereotype
of the white, male, manual
worker! 7

For too long has thesoft left
been able to use ‘‘feminism’’
demagogicallyas a coverfor its
craven retreat, feminists in the
labour movement must stand up
and disown this ploy — we can
speak for ourselves thankyou.

(Quotes from ‘Women and Radi-cal Politics in Britain, 1820-
1914’ in ‘Dreams and Dilem-mas”’, Sheila ‘ Rowbottom,publishedby Virago.

their hospital saved at the expense
of another somewhereelse.

_
They demand adequate

government funding anda state-
ment from the Health Authority
that no non-medical personnel be
involved in the removal of
patients, and no interference in
patient referrals.

They further demand that the
DHAacts upon a trade union
inquiry on the facilities the hos-
pital has to offer and how they
can be improved, and that the
DHA make their accounts (un-
laundered) available to the
workers and users of Bradford
NHS. -

Also, the work-in committee
demand full supporting strike
action if the occupation is
threatenedin any way.

.And they call on the trade
unions- ‘in’ the Bradford area
to establish an inquiry into the
teal level of need for geriatric
provision.
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THE Roach Family Supp
tion the. European Parliame
for support for the setting up
an independent inquiry into t
death of Colin Roach in Ste

e
e

3
e@ Committee has decided to pe
e
e
e
e
e
@ Newington police station.
@ already has the support of$ Lomas, Labour memberoft
e@ European Parliament |
@ LondonNorthEast.$ Lomas says ‘‘The demand 1
eu independent inquiry is
@ Modest one, given the circu
@ stances surroundingthedeath
@ Colin Roach. The Roach Fami$ Support Committee is honest
e seeking to get the truth of th
e tragic affair. They want son
@ answers to many unanswer3 questions. So doI.”’
@ Get your local Euro MP
@ support thepetition or an ind

’ pendent inquiry into thedeath.
Colin Roach.

eens

e
e
e
e
e
e$ The Commission for Raci:
@ Equality has-been asked |
@ investigate alleged discrimin:
@ tionin theBBC’s appointment ¢
@ ‘employees to its external se® vices.2 .

e@ TheAssociation of Broac
@ casting Staffs and the Nations® Union of Journalists have bot!$ accused the BBCofracial dis
@ crimination. John Foster, th
e@ NUJ’s Broadcasting Officer
@ said that the figures for thos$ with staff jobs and those o:
e short term contractsshowed tha
e discriminationis takingplace.
@ This follows hot on the heel$ of the CRE report which sak
@ that 50% of firms discriminat

against blackapplicants.e
e
e eeee8
e
e
@ On September29 the first Inter3 nationalBlack Solidarity rally i
@ London is to be held at Friend:
e House, Euston Road.—The
@ speakers include Stokely Car3 michael, one of the leaders o
@ the Black Power movement ix
e@ the USA during the ’60s and
e@ ’70s.
¢ Otherspeakers willbe repres.
@ cntatives from theANCofSout!
e Africa, the South West Africa
@ People’sOrganisation (SWAPO|
@ of Namibia plus a rep from the

eeeee

This summertherehave beer
racist goings on on the cros:
channel ferries from Dover t
Calais. A coach load of mainh;
black British holiday maker:
were refused entryinto France
Theywere tryingtoget in on th
perfectly legal 60 hour excursior
identitycards.

White Guardian

_
reporte!

Susan Tirbutt and two. blac!
students went across the
Channel together to monito:
discriminatorypractices.

In Dover the black students
were askediftheyhad any othe!
identificationand were directec
to a notice which claimed that
the French authoritieshad gone
backon thelong-standingagree
ment which permitted travel or
the ID cards. They were told t
expect trouble in France. -

The white Guardian reporte:
was also asked if she had any
other ID. She said she hadn’
and that was the end of the
matter.

The French authoritiesare re
ported to blamethe refusals or
the British NationalityAct. They
fear thatblacktourists may have
noright of re-entry into Britain.

Seccccccceseeeesees:
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France, US, Libyapile in

 
BETWEEN 500 and 1,000
French troops are now mov-
ing into the front line against *the Libyan and rebel forces in
Chad. Francois Mitterrand’s
government is continuing
France’s long record as an
imperialist. gendarme—in
Africa.

France and the US have also
sent massive military aid to theChad government of HisseneHabre. Strongly pro-WesternZaire has sent 2,000 French-
trained troops to help, and

.

Habre has also recruitedhundreds of European mercen-
aries.

:

US ships are cruising off the
coast of Libya, and 5,500 US
troops are joining ‘a militaryexercise in neighbouringEgypt.According to the Paris dailyLe Monde (July 12), a British
company, Heavy Lift, has also
be m involved in the airlift ofFr nach supplies to Chad.

he French socialist weeklyIu te Ouvriere (August 6) con-de ins Mitterrand’s interven-
tiou and comments, ‘‘French
imperialism.and Americanimperialism are protecting theirinterests.’’

The defence of imperialistinterests, LO continues,“‘demands the installation of
and support for militarydictator-ships capable of maintainingorderfor theprofit of thecapital-ists and at the expense of thelocal population.

“The problem in Chad is that .

there are at least two rival local‘warlords’ claiming their role:
Hissene Habre and Goukouni
Oueddei

. . . Whichever wins,

 
the result will be the same for
thepeople of Chad...” -

Chad has been a battlefield
for rival warlords since the late
"60s, and especiallysince 1978.

The country is not a nation,but a shape drawn on the map

 
by French colonial administra-
tors.

Its huge expanse — 1,000miles from north to south, 500miles from east to west —
- includesover 100 languages and

a multitude of ethnicgroups andreligions.
/There are three main ethnic/regional/religiousgroupings:*The Toubou and other.

nomadic peoples of the desertnorth, Muslim in religion (about18% of Chad’s 4 millionpeople);*The more settled Muslim

by Martin Thomas

peoples of the centre, many of
whom are of Arak ethnicorigin;*The Black African people of
the south, mostly Christian or
animistin religion.

BeforeFrance colonised Chad
in 1900, empires based in or
aroundthecentral region gener-ally dominated the area, using
the peoples of the south as
slaves.

Under French colonial rule,
.the south developed economic-

ally more than the centre and
north (thoughthewholecountry

.

is still one of the poorest in the
world). After independence,
southerners dominated. Now
both the factions fighting for

-- Supremacyare mainly northern-
based.

Frolinat
Both Goukouni and Habre

were formerly leaders
Frolinat, the
national liberation of Chad’.Despite its name, Frolinat had
nothingto do with the indepen-dence of ‘Chad from’ France,which was granted in 1960, six
years before Frolinat wasfounded.

Frolinat was founded to,fightfor Muslim domination i the
country, against the regime of‘Chad’sfirst president, Tombal-baye, a southernChristian.

Tombalbaye called France in
to support him in 1968. But in
1975 he was overthrown in a
coup engineered by CamilleGourvenac, the French director
of his secret police. Anothersoutherner, Felix Malloum, took
over.

Habre and Goukounihadsplitin 1976, and in January 1978
Habreagreedto a ceasefire with
Malloum. Following massive
French intervention againstGoukouni’s_forces, Habre
became prime minister under
Malloum in August 1978.

The coalition quickly broke
down. 100,000 Christians(according -to Keesings pressdigest) fled the—capital,Ndjamena, and there were
pogroms against the Muslim
minority (mostly merchants,shopkeepers, traders) in the
south.’

Since then there has been arunningcivilwar betweenHabre
and Goukouni, with shiftingalliances withexternal powers

 

_Khartoume
SOUDAN

of
|‘Front for the -

Captured rebels in Ndjamena
and with Kamougue, strongman
of thesouth.

According to Le .Monde of
August 14, Habre was negotiat-
ing withLibya right up to March
1983. Libya was ready to back
Habre and dump Goukouni on
threeconditions: :

.

*That Chad be declared an
Islamic Arab republic (althoughless than half the population isMuslim, and only about one-
thirdArab);

*A-military/strategicalliance
withLibya;

*Chad to accept the Libyan
annexation (in 1973) of the
reputedly uranium-rich Aozou
strip in thenorthof thecountry.

Mitterrand
Habre is reported to have

balked at thethirdpoint; and so
he turnedto Franceinstead.

Habre has accused France of
wanting to dump him — and
there may be sometruth in it.
Since Mitterrand came to power
in May 1981, France has been
trying to improve its relations °

withoil-richLibya.
But French capitalism’s good-

will does not extend to allowing
theambitionsof Libya’s military

S
1978: Massive French interven-
tion against Goukouni’s Frolinat
forces. -

August 1978: Habre forms acoalition with Malloum — butit,quickly breaks down into sec-tarian slaughter. Goukouni
gains ground.
March 1979: Talksto form a newcoalition government for Chad -

openin Nigeria.
November 1979: Governmentinstalled with Goukouni asPresident, Kamougue (chiefwarlord of the south) as vice-.‘president, and Habre as minis-
ter of defence.
April 1980: French troops with-draw. Fighting breaks out incapital between-Goukouni and
Habreforces.

.

December 1980: Goukouni, with
massive Libyan aid, defeats
Habre. Habre regroups in the
north-east with aid from Egyptand Sudan.
January 1981: Goukouni
announces ‘merger’ of Chadwith Libya; then retreats afterstrong objections from Kam-

* ouganoa] OUgue, from Africanstates, and 

 
Kampalae

 

 
May 1981: Mitterrand govern--meht'comés to power‘inFrance,~

hy Chadis at 
ruler, Col. Gaddafi, to upset the
balance of forces in Africa. And
that is also the concern of the
United States, for which Libya
is bugbearnumberonein Africa-
and theMiddle East.

Libya’s attempts to invade,
sponsorrebellions in, or mergewith a whole range of states in
the area, andits erratic alliance
with the USSR, are a threat toUS-sponsored stability — andReagan wants to slap Gaddafi
down,
' Chad thus becomes a football
in therivalries of the two inter-
national blocks — the US and
USSR, and their respectiveclients and lieutenants.

Reagan’s sabre-rattling
suggests there could even beadangerof a direct US attack onLibya — an African counterpartto what he is doingin Central
America.

:

But whichever warlord wins,the people of Chad will lose.
And they will continue to lose
until the aim of the revolution-
ary leaders of African indepen-dence — a pan-African federa-
tion, with equal rights for all
Africa’smany peoples — can be
realised. The only force capableof achieving that aim is the
growingAfricanworkingclass.

1978
seeks deals with Libya. Lib-
yan troops withdrawfrom Chad.
Goukouni calls in Nigerian,Zairean and Senegalese troops(heavily aided by the US andFrance) but they stay neutralbetweenhim and Habre.Spring 1982: Goukouni getsmilitaryaid from France. _May 1982: Goukouni appealsunsuccessfully to Libya for aidagainst Habre. Kamouguedistances himself from

,
Goukouni. :

~

June 1982: Habre takes the
capital, Ndjamena, and ispromptly recognised as ruler byUS, France, Nigeria, etc. Des-
pite pleas from Habre, Nigerian,Zairean and Senegalese troopswithdraw. 2 .

September 1982: Habre, in
alliance’ with anti-Kamouguesoutherners, forces Kamougueinte exile; refuses all demands

- for autonomy for the south.
Kamougue- subsequently links
up withGoukouni and Libya.March 1983: Talks between
Habre and Libyabreak down.
June 1983: Goukouni starts a
new offensive; with massiveLibyan aid: according to the
Paris daily Le Monde, some

_3,000.troops and.50aircraft... .

we Se ew ee ee

by PatrickMurphy.

  
TheNorth heats up

*MANY CATHOLICS spent the
monthof July working in factor-
ies surrounded by a forest of
Union Jacks ~and_ loyalistsymbols. It’s been like that
every July for a hundredyears.

This time the Catholicswork-
ing at the May Parkpoultry fac-
tory in Dungannon, Co. Tyrone,where the workforce of 80 was
half Catholic and half Protes-
tant, decided they weren't
havingit."They struck work and refused ~

to return until the flag wastaken down.
ThentheProtestanthalf of the

workforce walked out and
demandedthatit beput back:

The strikes went on through-
out the marching period. At the
end of July the management —

Ulster. Farmers Investment
Limited — sacked the entire
workforce and closed thefactorydown.

This story is symbolic of the
‘situation in Northern Ireland.It
also illustrates the fact that the
six counties of Irelandin July
1983 show all the signs of asociety in which the communal
battlelines are being redrawn
and hardening alarmingly.

_In theaftermathof the hungerstrikes and the Assembly elec-
tions the spirit of resistance
within the nationalist commun-
ity has been visibly growing
stronger. The 100,000 votes for
Sinn Fein in the general election
indicated the depth of commit-

|

mentto thatresistance.
The response of the majorityloyalist community has been -

slew and less spectacular but
during the July. Orange celebra-
tions they began to flex their
muscles.

July has always been the
month whenthenationalists of
Northern Ireland are reminded
whothebosses are and when the
Protestant dscendancy reasserts
itself.

: This year the first sign of a
.backlashcame on the eve of 12

July celebrations when anOrange mob stormed through aCatholic estate in the town ofBallynahinchin Co. Down.
‘Catholicsdid not miss thefactthat after five hours of riotsinvolving 500 loyalists, onlythreepeople had been arrested.Nationalists are dealt withquickly and brutally. There. was

some reaction to these eventsand individual Protestants were
evicted from houses ,surround-ing thetown.

In Tyrone Catholic houses
were burnt out in a mainly Prot-
estant estate after an Orangemarch,andmost Catholicsin the
areamovedout.

Youths from the Bogside inDerry reactedangrilythe follow-ing night and attacked a Protes-
tant block of flats. This action
was condemned as ‘anti-republican’ and ‘stupid’ by SinnFein Assembly member MartinMcGuinness.

There are many forms’ofstruggle, of violence and of
sectarianismwhich have become

_commonin the North of Ireland
over the last decade, but mob
attacks like these are not one of
them. Nothing like this hashappenedsincethelate 1960s orearly ’70s.up to the outbreak oflarge scale sectarian assass-
inations-— -mainly of Catholics-

byProfestants— in 1972-37.

Purging council estates of
Catholicsis a frightening return

- to this period when the British
army was put on the streets and
theProvisionalIRA emerged.During the Orange celebra-
tions theloyalist leaders bangedtheir anti-IRA drum andcalled

.for the -return of hanging asusual. But they went further
thanthat.

Harold McCusker, Official
Unionist MP for North Armaghis generally regarded as a ‘left
wing official unionist’, one who -

in Britain would be in the
Labour Party. He attacked the
HealthService for employingtoo
many Catholics.

All the signs — the strike
against the Union Jack, for
example — are thatthenational-

- ist community is militant and in
the mood now to challenge —

everything loyalism, the
legitimacy of the state, the
British connection, the symbols
of theiroppression. :Catholicsrecognisethatthere
are no reforms coming from the
Northern Ireland state. Cathol-
ics have still. generally been
unemployed much longer and
are unemployed in much largernumbersthanProtestants. ~

/The skilled engineering jobs
_ in the major plants, Shorts and

Harlands, Mackies, Fords
Autolite are overwhelminglyProtestant controlled (94%, .90%. and 100% respectively).Harland and Woolf still employ
100% Protestant. skilled work-
ers.

Discrimination is rife in the
CivilService andin the Northern
Ireland Electricity Service.
Loyalist councils operate dis-
crimination openly and they
admit to it, both in employment
and housing. After 11 years of
attempted reform by British
governments thereality is clear,
Northern Ireland exists on the
“basis purely of sectarianism and
discrimination. °

:

The British government is
presentingas ‘liberal’the policyof replacing the British Armywiththe RUC and the UDR,thelocally recruited security forces.
What this policy really means,however, is an evenmorethreat-
ening return to the 1960s with
armed sectarian militias terror-
isingthenationalistcommunity.Together with the return ofinterment through the ‘remand-ing’ system and the extremelydubioususe of‘supergrasses’ or

_

‘converted terrorists’

©
thesedevelopments. amount to asteppingup ofrepression and anincreasing reliance on the sec-

.

tarian machinery of the North-
ern Irelandstate itself. :

With all this evidence of areturn to the militancy of the1960s and early ‘70s, on bothsides, it seems clear that the.struggle in theNorth is ‘going to.become more intense and isn’tnecessarily going to take thecourse Most socialists would
e. . »

Events in thecrisis-torn South’willbe important to the outcomebut so will the response of thelabour movementin Britain. The
problem is that those: fightingimperialism in Trolanae willprobably conclude that theBritish labour movement hashardly moved since the 1960s

_

and is no betterprepared to
|show themsolidarity thanitwasthen. oo



 
Afghan guerrillas |

attackKabul bases
LAST weekend, according to
reports by western diplomats,
Afghan Muslim forces attacked
Russian military bases in the
capital city of Kabul. Fierce
battles are said to have
occurred. .

This is the latest indication
that firm control of Afghanistan
still eludes the USSR, 3% years
after its December 1979 inva-
sion. .

:

There are now over 100,000
.

Russian soldiers in Afghanistan.
They occupy the cities, but they
are-not secure from attackthere.
Muslim forces have beenable to
mount repeated attacks within
Kabul and other major cities.
In October 1982 a rocket was

. fired into the Soviet Embassy in
Kabul.

-The Russians have nocontrol
at.all over most of the country-
side.Muslim control of the
Panshir valley has survived
repeated full-scale attacks from
massed tanks and planes. They
have been strong enough to
impose a.truce for the area, an
important military ‘base, on
theRussians throughoutmost of
1983.

In most of the countryside the
Russian armyis at war with the
entire population. It relies on the
well-known techniques of occu-
pying armies in such situations
— punitive bombing raids on
villages, including napalm
bombing; scorched earth tactics
againstcrops and soon.

The American State Depart-.
menthas repeatedlyaccused the
Russians of using chemical
warfare — defoliants to destroy
crops, poison water supplies
and kill livestock. An investiga-
tion into these charges by the
United Nations reported that
there was no definite proof to
support the allegation but that
‘circumstantial evidence’’
did suggest that the:USSR has

Poland: repression continues ©

.

NSZZTHE Polish Parliament today
revoked martial law. At the
sametime,it adopted a series of
constitutional amendments and
a law giving the government
special transitional powers until
1985. In view of these devel-
opments, the Coordinating
Office Abroad of NSZZ ‘Solid-
arnosc’, reiterating the position
of the Temporary Coordinating
Commission (TKK) and the
leader of our Union, Lech

“Walesa, emphatically declares
thatthe lifting of martial law on
July 22 1983 in no way restores
the legal framework prevailing
between September 1980 and
December1981.

NSZZ ‘Solidarnosc’ and. other
trade unions remain outside the
law even though they are still
considered by the majority of
Poles to be the only representa-
tives and defenders of workers’
‘rights. .

All the repressive measures
directed at creative arts associa-
tions introduced during martial

.

law remain intact, whereas the
powers with which the state
administration is now endowed
eliminate what little autonomy
was enjoyed by these associa-
tions and by centres of higher
learning.

The law on ‘‘social parasit-
ism’’ remains in effect. Because
of the state’s monopoly over
employment,this law makes it
possible to. use its shameful
provisions against persons
blacklisted because of their
union activity and political
views.

Permanent ‘restrictions . on
workers’ ~ rights’ “ have “been,

by John O’Mahony
used toxic chemicals in its
Afghan war. (NY Times, 5
December1982).

UNrelief organisation figures
put the numberof refugees who
have crossed the border into
Pakistan at aroundthreemillion.
Other accounts put it as high as
four million, or roughly the
population of the 26 counties of

‘ Treland. (Estimates of the
Afghan population vary from 16
to 20 million).

. Most of thereports come from
people hostile to the Soviet
Union, but there is no serious
ground for doubting that the
general picture is accurate and
that the Russians are in full-
scale militaryconfrontation with
thevast majorityof Afghans.

The Russians invaded in
December. 1979 because the
regimeinstalled by the military
coup of April 1978 was crumb-
ling. Afghanistan had been a

*client state of the USSR since
themid-1950s. The ’78 coup was
organised by officers trained in
the.USSR and membersof the
middle class Communist Party,
thePDP.

With no base outside the
officer corps and Kabul, the reg-
imerelied from thebeginningon
napalm bombs and gunships to
terrorise the Muslim popula-
tion. This, and clumsilybungled
attempts to impose reforms from
above, roused thecountry,against
them, under the leadership of
Muslim reactionaries.

Bitter faction-fighting be-
tween two PDP factions —

Khalg, in control; Parcham,
’ which had the support of Mos-

cow — decimated theregime.
Purge and slaughter. ‘almost

wiped out the top ranks of the
Russian-trainedairforce, and for

introduced, preventive censor-
ship of. the press, of publishing
activities and of entertainment

~ has been tightened, the powers
of: the political. and security
services have been significantly
strengthened.

We welcome with joy the
release of any political prisoner.

months before the invasion the
USSR wasrunning the airforce
TheRussian invasion removed
Khalq (its leader Amin was
shot}),, and put -Parcham in
power. They retreated fromthe
Khalq’s programme of radical
land reform.

3% yearson, theMuslim forc-
es probably control more of the
country than before the inva-
sion. There is now serious out-
side intervention — CIA, Chin-
ese, etc. (In 1979 talk of serious
CIA involvementwasjust Krem-
lin propaganda).

The base of the PDP is prob-
ably even narrower: one réport
of the weekend’s fighting says
that some Khalq joined in the
attacks on the Russian bases in
Kabul.

The USSRsaysit wants to get
out of Afghanistan. It wants ‘‘a
peacefulsolution thatwould end
the rebel threat’’ and leave the
present regimein power.

Talks have been going onfor
nearly a year between the pup-
pet Afghan -government, Paki-
stan, and UN Under Secretary
General Diego Cardovez,to find
a way of reachinga ‘political sol-
ution’ which would allow the re-

fugees to return and lead to
Russianwithdrawal.

Last March UNsecretary-gen-
eral Javier Perez de Cuellar met
Mr Andropov in Moscow for
talkswhich includeda search for
‘ways of normalising the situa-
tion around Afghanistan’.

According to a report in the
Paris dailyLe Monde, the KGB,
the Kremlin’s experts ‘in politi-
cal control, are pressing within
the bureaucracyfor withdrawal.
But someobserverssee the Rus-
sian willingness to talk as no
more thanan attempt to placate
its Third Worldcritics.

Meanwhile the bloody war |

continues.

It must be noted however, that
the liftingof martial law is not
accompaniedby the anticipated
general amnesty. The announ-
ced amnesty does not apply to
the activists of the Confedera-
tion for an Independent Poland
(KPN), the former Workers’
Defence Committee (KOR), or
the leaders and activists of

Be_Release these activists! —

This statementis beingcirculated by theSolidarnosc Trade
Union WorkingGroup,seeking signatures from British trade
unionists and others

WEAREartists, intellectuals,
trade unionists and politicians,
active in the progressive move-.
ments in the British Isles. Some
of us spend much of our time
workingwithinthe peace move-
ment. It is-our profound con-
viction that intellectual and
artistic freedom, the freedom to
organise democratic.movements
withoutofficial interference and
to communicate openly are
essential if humanity is every to
progress to a just and peaceful
world.

It is with much disquiet that
we hear of plans in your country
to put on trial former members
of the Workers Defence Council
(KOR), as well as_ several
leaders of the trade union
Solidarity. These persons have
already served fourteen months
in prison camps and prisons
without charges being brought
against them.Theystandfor the
same prin¢iples.ofsocial justice...

peace, freedom and human and
workers’ rights as we do. They
should be immediatelyreleased,
since the charge against them
— that they attempted to over-
throwthe Polish political system

~ by force — is plainly untrue.
They cannot be held responsible .

forthe crisis that Poland has
reached.

The sentencingof these indiv-
iduals would strike a major blow
against any international
processof healing and reconcili-
ation. It would be seized on by
themast reactionaryelements in
our own societyto justify their
own retrogressive social and
Cold Warpolicies. :

Co-existence between. states
in conditions of isolation,
estr: ent and mistrust
cannot be stable. As fellow
Europeans, we appeal to you
not to proceed with the prose-
cution of these individuals,
our fellow humanbeings. .

THEexplosion of sectarian viol-.
ence against Sri Lanka’s Tamil
minority seemsto have subsided
for now.

It leaves an officiallyadmitted
_

800 dead and perhaps as many
as 80,000 homeless: tens of
thousandsofTamilshave moved
north to ‘their own’ area of Sri
Lanka. °

Something like $300 million
worth of property has been des-
troyed by Sinhalese gangs sys-
tematicallyburning down Tamil-
ownedhousesand shops.

Whole areas of the capital
city, Colombo, have been des-
troyed. The damage to the
economy — in which Tamils
have long been disproportion-
ately prominent — is said to be
massive.

Politically, President Jaye-
wardene is now effectively a
dictator. The main opposition in
Parliament, the Tamil United
Front, has been outlawed under
new laws which prohibit advo-
cacyof a separate Tamilstate.

Three left wing parties, the
CP, SVP and NLSSP, have been
banned.

The last general election was
—

in 1977. Last year a referendum

‘Solidarndsc’ who are
arbitrarily
“‘extremists’’ by the author-
ities.

The Coordinating Office
Abroad of NSZZ ‘Solidarnosc’
once again brings to the atten-
tion of governments and banks,
Poland’s creditors, that the
fundamental
conditions needed for genuine
economic reform have not been
set in motion. Therefore, uncon-
ditional loans to Poland: cannot
bring about positive economic
results but willonly increase the
burden on’ society of repaying
the country’s debts, even
thoughsociety is not responsible
for them.

This Office also asserts that
the consolidation and reinforce-
ment of emergency legislation
negates claims of ‘‘normalis-
ation’’ by the .official propa-
ganda.

Society’s resistance has not
been broken. The. struggle for
therelease ofall political prison-
ers, for the restoration of
trade union rights and for the
fulfillmentof the Gdansk Agree-
ment goes on, and will continue
in thefuture.

The Office appeals to the free
trade union movement and to
public opinion in all democratic
countries to continue supporting
politically: and materially,
authentic trade unions and
independent organisations in
Poland. .

Brussels, 22 July 1983
Co-ordinatingOffice Abroad

of NSZZ Solidarnosc
Reprinted: from,‘Voice, ofSolid:

_

- arnosc’.

designated as -

socio-political
_

answered yes to Jayewardene’s
proposal to prolong thelife of
the Parliament without election.
The next general election is not
due until 1989.

The concentration of embit-'
tered Tamil refugees in the
north must increase support for
the democratic Tamil demand
for a separate Tamilstate.

The anti-Tamilpogroms were

 
sparkedoff by the killing of 1
Sinhalese soldiers by Tam
guerrillas. youn

Support for the guerrilla:
and for an armed struggle t
win Tamil independence wil
inevitablygrow in these circum
stances.

Sri Lanka now faces the pros
pect of a full-scale war.

Labour delegatio!
tours Six Cos.

Report from Rob Johnstone
THE American NORAID dele;
gation to Northern Ireland was
theone thatmadetheheadlines.
but an important delegation
from Britain toured the Six
countiesat thesame time.

This year’s annual TOM dele-
gation to the North of Ireland —

200 delegates — was a marked
improvementonprevious ones.

Many were delegates from
labour movement bodies like
BirminghamTradesCouncil.

This is a sign thatthequestion
of Ireland is making some head-
way in thelabour movement.

The picture -we saw in North-
ern Irelandwas indeed grim and
horrifying. Armed soldiers and -

RUC patrols to repress the
nationalist community, acts of
murderby the British army and
security forces — it is thesethat
have forced the nationalist
community to look to something
more aggressive than the
“‘Constitutional’’ methodsof.
the SDLP and produce the
massively increased Sinn Fein
vote in therecent elections.

The British army’s idea of
“‘keeping. the peace’ is. to
repress thenationalist com-
munity.

The Springhill Community
Centre in Ballymurphy where
we were entertained is surroun-

ded, to thenorth west by Henr;
Taggart British Barracks and t
the south-west by Fort Jericho
another British barracks, whil
just over the back to the south
east there is Macrory Par
Police Post.
. And in these forts sits you

local friendlybobby looking ou
throughhis gunsights.

These forts and° barrack
which are all over the place i
CatholicWest Belfast are not.t
be seen in any of the Protestar
areas thatwe travelledthrough.

I spoke to Peggy, an elder!
woman,in the Divis Flats,-nes
the city centre who said she fe!
sorry for a lot of the youn
British soldiers but that the
were just used bythese pigsi

. theRUCto dotheirdirty work.
Young orold the attitude we

thesame.
Steven, a fourteen year ol

wasbuilding a bonfire alon
‘with his friends to. mark th
anniversary of internment. EF
told me that this was the four
time this week. I asked w.
‘Because theBrits come rour
in their Saracens and knock
down.”

Why didn’t they just we
till Monday and built it ther
“Because then the Brits wou
thinkthey’dwon.”’ .

 
 

- Stalinist regime. They haveoffer
to leave the country, which he wi
protest to the Polish Embassy in London, demandinghis release.

’ LET'S GET HIM\\_OUT OF GAO
Edmund Baluka- was recently jailed for five years by the Polish

ed to release him ifhe is prepared
ilnot do. Get your union to send

 



 
 

MT: A lot of people.on the Left
are now coming roundto theview
that to talk about withdrawal
from the EEC is a futilegesture.
What we should be doing is
recognising the reality of theEur-
opean integration of capitalism,
and devising socialist policies on
an European scale to. deal with
that.What’s your reaction?
TB: The arguments that led us to
say that we would have to break
with the Treaty of Rome are un-

VIVE
L’EUROPE

FRONTIERES
Above:

answerable.
If you. elected a Labour

government that introduced ex-
change controls, planned trade
with a view togetting back to full
employment, and intervened
massively in basic industries, it
wouldbeillegalunder British law.
Any British company that suffer-
ed as a result of those measures

-could take the Government to a
British court and get it ruled
illegal, Some new Lord Denning

" that our objection is not to Eur-~

  
French revolutionaries’ poster for the last: ;

European “Assembly elections:
- Europe without fatherlands or frontiers’. Below:

‘Long live Workers’
the

capitalist alternative to European unity — devastation
in the German city ofAachen, 1945,

    
 

 
 

 

 
Salvador!

EI SalvadorSolidarity
Campaign: c/o 29
Islington Park Street,-LondonN1.

 

 
  
 
 
 

- Lastly,

ony Be
would. do to an elected Labour
Government what Denning him-
self did to Ken Livingstone.

This theory thatit’s all settled
andall over is like saying thatcap-
italism is here to stay, let’s drop
our opposition to it and live with-
in it.

If you say, on the contrary,

opean unity,not to cooperating
with the working class movements
in Europe, not to moving to a

European nuclear free zone —

then I agree with you. But the
Treaty of Rome is the only
constitution in the world that
legally commits the countries that
are signatories. to it to capitalist
solutions. And that is not accept-
able.

The Treaty of Romeis hostile
to the interests of French and
German and Italian and Benelux
and Irish and Danish working
class movements. You cannot
build socialism -by using the insti-
tutions of international capital-
ism. That’s all we’re saying. «

If you present the European
argument that way, then there is
a total break with the old Powell-
ite view.

So I don’t think that this idea
that now we’ve lost we should
drop withdrawal from the EEC is
valid. I might put this point to
those who say that: did they ever
believe in it? If we had won the
election, wouldn’t they be now
saying we couldn’t doit?

The main proponents of drop-
ing the socialist approach to Eur-
ope, which includes a ‘break with
the Treaty. of Rome, are those
who have never supported it any-
way. Maybethat’syour view...

MT:Yes!
TB: Well, I thinkyou were wrong
then, and you are wrong now.

MT: The argument is not like
accepting capitalism. It’s like
accepting that capitalism has

- developed to the stage of mono-
polies and multinationals. Our
answer is not to take it back to
the small, nationally-basedfirms...

TB: This is a weak analysis.We’re
talking about a constitution. You
appear to be saying thatit is right
that the British electorate should
lose the right by their vote to
determine their economic and in-
dustrial policy. You’re not revers-
ing the entry to the Common
Market, you're reversing theChartists and the suffragettes.

That argumentis an attack on
the whole democratic tradition of
the LabourParty:

Then if you ask how youfight:
multinational capitalism — that’s
been there for ages. After all, in a
sense the old trading companies
like the British Virginia Company

- and the East India Company were
multinationals. The whole history
of the working class movement
has been to get some control over
howwerespondto this.

It isn’t that anybody believes
that by leaving the Common
Market capitalism would go back
to corner shops and middle-sized
businesses. It’s a question of how
you fight multinational
capitalism.

When I dealt with the oil com-
panies, at one stage I rather
thought the same thing, I must
confess: that because big business
had gone international,we should
go international, and the Com-
mon Market-was an exampleofit.
But I very quickly realised as
Energy Minister that what we
were able to do to the oil
companies here — which was to
bring them into partial public
ownership and get half the oil —

was completely dismantled as

nn 
AstheLeft reconsidersits trad-
itional ‘Britain out’ view onthe
EEC, Tony Benn discussed the
issue withMartin Thomasof
Socialist Organiser. |

|

Wealsoprint excerpts from an
articleby Leon Trotsky,written —

during World War1.
soon as you wentinto the EEC.

The oil companies were pass-
ionately pro-EEC. Every multi-
national in the world is in favour
of the Common Market, because
they see what I see, namely that
through the Cominon Market you
can dismantle the domestic demo-.
cracies of the memberstates. So‘
be very careful that you don’t
accidentally line yourselves up
with Ford and IBM and. Westing-house and Exxon.

MT: Would you be in favour of
the EEC Parliament acquiring the
powers to remake the Treaty of
Rome,to decree such measures as ~

out thea 35 hour week throu
EEC, or to take multinationals
into public ownership on an EEC
level?

TB: No, I would not. That is a
very faulty socialist analysis, be-
cause no socialist believes that
these things are done by parlia-
ments anyway. I don’t believe
that: I’ve always believed that
pressure for social change begins
-at the bottom, and the last place
to get the message is the House of
Commons.

The idea that you can just
leave it to a few Euro-MPs, who
are really nothing more than a

public relations cover for the ex-
ercise of bureaucratic .power, to
take over capitalism,is really very
naive.

MT: Why are measures of public
ownership, or other reforms, carr-
ied out by an EEC Parliament,
less valid than those carried out
by a British Parliament?
TB: Nationalisation is quite per-
mitted in the Common Market —

subject to one condition, that
the nationalised firms have to
operate exactly like private. cor-
porations. The idea of public

~ ownership on a European scale,
operating under the Treaty of
Rome, would mean Euro state
capitalism, nothing to do with
socialism at all. The Common
Market will not permit interfer-
ence with market forces.

I’m not in favour of a federal
Europe anyway. I think if any-
thing the problem at the momen‘
is that. power is far too remote
from most people.

A lot of people now are with-

Trotskyona United Europe
TO bourgeois politics the des-
truction of ‘‘internal’’ European
customs houses is an_insur-
mountable difficulty; but with-
out this the inter-state courts of
arbitrationand internationallaw
codes will have no firmer dura-
tion than, for instance, Belgian
neutrality. The urge toward uni-
fying the European market
which, like the effort towards
the acquisition of non-European:
backwardlands,is causedby the
developmentof capitalism, runs
up against the powerful opposi-
tion of the landed and capitalist
classes, in whose hands the

. tariff apparatus joined with thatTM of militarism(withoutwhich the
former means nothing) consti-
tutes an indispensable weapon
for exploitationand enrichment.

Militarism
The ‘present war. speaks

eloquentlyenoughonthisscore.
the disharmony and

irreconcilability of - capitalist
interests between the Allies
themselvesis still more visible
thanin theCentral States.

Underthesecircumstances, a
halfwaycomplete and consistent
economic unification of Europe
coming from thetop by meansofjj an agreement of the capitalist
governments is sheerutopia.

Here, the matter can go no
further than partial compro-
misesand half-measures. Hence
it is that the economic unifica-
tion of Europe, which offers
colossal advantages to producer
and consumeralike, in general
to the~whole cultural develop-
ment, becomes the revolution-
ary task of the European prolet-
ariat in its struggle against
imperialist protectionism and
its instrument — militarism.

The United States of Europe
— withoutmonarchies, standing
armies and secret diplomacy —

is therefore the most important.“4 integral part of the proletarian
GuESSSSSSSSSSeePeeprogramme.

Exceprisfrom‘ThePeacePro.from ‘The PeacePro-
gramme, 1915. Breaks in the text
have not been indicated.
 

The ideologists and politicians
of German imperialism _fre-
quently came forward, especial-
ly at the beginning of the war,
with their programme of a
European or atleast a Central
European~‘‘United States’’
(withoutFrance and England on
the one side and Russia on the
other). The programme of a
violent unification of Europe is

“just as characteristicof the ten-
dencies of German imperialism
as is the tendency oF French
imperialism whose ‘programme
is the forcible dismembermentof Germany.

If the German armies
achieved the decisive victory
reckoned upon in Germany
duringthefirst phase of thewar,
then German imperialism would
have doubtless made the gigan-:
tic attempt of realising a com-
pulsory military-tariff union of
European states, which would
be constructed completely of
exemptions, compromises,etc.,
which would reduce to a mini-

.

mum the progressive meaning
of the unifications of the Euro-
pean market. Needless to say,
under such circumstances no |

talk would be possible of an
autonomy of the nations thus |

forcibly joined together as the
caricature of the European
United States. Certain oppon-
ents of the programme of the
United States of Europe have
used precisely this perspective
as an argument that this idea
can, under certain conditions,
acquire a ‘‘reactionary’’ monar-
chist-imperialistcontent. .

- Yet-it is precisely this per-
spective that provides the most
graphic testimony in favour of.
the revolutionary viability of
the slogan of the United States
of Europe. Let us for a moment -

grant that German militarism
succeedsin actuallycarrying out

“the compulsory half-union of
Europe, just as Prussian milit-
arism once achieved the half-
union of Germany, what then
would be the central slogan of
the European proletariat?

Wouldit be the dissolution of
the forced European coalition
and the return of all peoples
under- the roof of isolated
national states? Or the restor-
ation of ‘‘autonomous’’ tariffs,
“‘national’’ currencies,
“‘national’’ social legislation,“and so forth? Certainly not. The
programme of the -European -

revolutionary movement would
then be: The destruction ofthe
compulsory,
form of the coalition with the
preservation and furtherance of
its foundations, in the form of
complete annihilation of. tariffbarriers, the unificationof legis-lation, aboveall of labour laws,
etc. In otherwords, theslogan of
the United States of Europe _

without monarchies and stand-
‘ing armies — would under the
indicatedcircumstances become
the unifying and guiding slogan
of theEuropean revolution.

Possibility
Let us assume the second

possibility,namely, an ‘‘unde-
cided’’ issue of the war. At the

_

yery beginning of the war the
well-known professor Liszt, an
advocate of “United Europe’*,

anti-democratic '

argued that should the Germans
fail to conquer their opponents,
the European unification would
nevertheless be accomplished,andin Liszt’s opinion it would be
even more complete than in the

.

case of a Germanvictory.
Obstacles

Bythe ever growing need of-
expansion, theEuropean states,
hostileto one anotherbut unable
to cope with one another, would
continue to hinder each other in
theexecution of their ‘‘mission’’.

_in the NearEast, Africa and
Asia, and they would every-.
where be ferced back by the
United States of North America
and by Japan. Precisely in case
of a stalemate in the war, in
Liszt’s opinion, theindispensab-
ilityof an economic and military
agreement among.the European
great.powers would cometo the
fore against their own working
masses. Wepointed, out above,
the colossal obstacles that lie in
the way of realising this
programme.

Even a partial overcoming of
these obstacles would mean the
establishment of-an imperialist
trust of European States,a pre-
datory share-holding associa-
tion. -

-

And this. perspective is on
occasion adduced. unjustifiably
as proof of the ‘‘danger’’ of
the slogan of the United States

“li the capitalist states of Kurope succeeded in merginginto an imperialist trust
... the proletariat would have

to fight for not the return to ‘autonomous’ national.
states, but for the conversion of the imperialist state

* trust into a European Republican Federation.”
“The programmeof the European revolutionary

movement would be: the destruction of the compule
sory, anti-democraticform of the coalition with the

. preservation.and furtheranceof its foundations

..
.”
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drawing from interest in the Brit-
ish Parliament, which is potential-
ly very dangerous. The extent of
withdrawal from, or non-interest
in, any belief that Brussels could
do it, would be even greater.

People would be driven into
desperation or apathy or protest,
but they wouldn’t be able to use
the mechanism which is open to

.them now of dismissing a govern-
ment.

A full federal Western Europe,
under the Treaty of Rome, with
its own army,its own currency,
its own acts of nationalisation,
in terms of socialist aspirations

.

and achievements, would be a
hundred years behind the United
States, where capitalism on a sim-
ilar scale has failed. So why
should it work any more on a
European scale?
MT: You seem, then, to think
that the European Commission
would present an unstoppable ob-
stacle to socialist measures on an
EEC seale., The EEC Commission  
F
Germany.
of Europe, whereas in reality
this is the most graphic proof of
its realistic and revolutionary
significance. If the capitalist
states of Europe succeededin
merging into an imperialist
trust, this would be a step -for-
ward as compared with the
existing situation, for it would
first of all create a unified, all-
European material base for the
working class movement. The
proletariat would in this case
haveto fight not for thereturn to
‘‘autonomous”’ national states,
but for the conversion of the
imperialist state trust into a

|
European Republican Federa-
tion. .

However,the further the war
progresses and reveals the
absolute incapacityof militarism
to cope with the questions
brought forward by’the war, the
less .is spoken about these
great plans for the uniting of

B e at the
imperialist ‘‘UnitedStates of

farope’’ has given way- to the
ms, on the one side, of an

ic union of Austria-
any and on the otherside
quadruplealliancewithits

tariffs and duties supple
ast one another. After the

ing it is needless. to.

  
 
     

A common workers’ cause in Europe: the

top. The plan of ~

has a bureaucracy about. the size
of one department of the British
civil service. Yet you have argued
that socialist measures in Britain

.

are possible despite the conserva-
tive natureofthecivilservice...

TB: The bureaucracy in Brussels ©

is at a very high level.I'll give you
a few examples.

When I was Energy Minister,
we had ‘a scheme which Ted

.Heath ‘had introduced, under
which in order to encourage jobs
in Scotland Scottish firms were
able io borrow money at 3%
below the going rate provided
that they were building for the
North Sea equipment business —

becauseall the oil companies were
buying every hammer and chisel
ackin Texas.

J was called up before three
.

Commissioners, and told it was
illegal.. In the-end they took me
to court. They took meto court
on polling day, 1979, and the
scheme has been dropped.

Another example: I wascalled

which,in the execution of these
plans, the policy of the prolet-
ariat of both state ‘‘trusts’’ will
assumein fighting against the
established tariff and military-
diplomatic fortifications and for
theeconomic union of Europe.

Epoch
The United States of Europe is

the slogan of the revolutionary
epoch into which we

_

have
entered. Whatever turn the war

operations may take later on,
whatever balance sheet diplo-
‘macy may draw out of the
present war, and at whatever
tempo the revolutionary move-
ment will progress in the near
future, the slogan of the United
States of Europe will in all cases
retain a colossal meaning as the
political formula of the struggle
of the European proletariat for
power.

In this programme is
expressed the fact that the
national state has outlived itself
— as a framework for the
development of the produc-
tive forces, as a basis for the
class struggle, and thereby also
as a state form of proletarian
dictatorship.. Our denial of

“nationalAgténce.”,"a3"mrout

 

up before Guido Brunner, the.
Energy Commissioner, whosaidit
wasillegal for us to insist that all
the oil from the North Sea be
landed in Britain, because the
North Seais an Euro-asset.

Similarly on nuclear matters:
we are signatories of the Internat-
ional Atomic Energy Authority
safeguards. But Euratom has a.
tule that all nuclear material must
circulate freely within the Com-
munity. So we would buy Cana-
dian uranium under safeguards,
and under Euratom we found that
the French, who weren’t signator-
ies to thenon-proliferationtreaty.
were-entitled to haveit.

These are not based upon
some theoretical nationalist con-
cept. They’re based on thehard
factsof the situation.

.The Commission could con-
sist of as little as half a dozen
people, though actually it’s much
bigger than you make out — butit
has thepower under the Treaty to
enforce policies that would lead a 
 

fight against unemployment.Tradeunionists demonstrate in West

proletariat,ceases to be a purely
negative act of
political.__self-defence, and
acquires all its revolutionary
content only in the event that
over. against the conservative
defence of the antiquated
nationalfatherlandwe place the
progressive task, namely the
creation of a new, higher
“‘fatherland’’of the revolution,
of republican Europe, whence
the proletariat alone will be
enabled to revolutionise and to
reorganise thewhole world.

Herein, incidentally, lies the
answer to those who ask dog-
matically: ‘‘Why the unification
of Europe and notof the whole
world?’ Europe is not only a

geographic term, but a certain
economic and cultural-histor-
ical community. The European
revolution does not haveto wait
for the revolutions in Asia and
Africanor even in Australia and
America. And yet a completely
victoriousrevolutionin Russia or

England is unthinkablewithout
a revolution in Germany and
vice versa.

The present war is called a
world war, but even after the
intervention of the United States
it is Europe that is the arena of
war. And the. revolutionary
problems confront first -of all
theEuropean proletariat « ..

vow eee eee1 livedpoliticalprogrammefor the"|

ideological-

‘Labour governmentin Britain to
_

dismantle its defences and its
development of our
economy.

own

MT: Why then is it not: possible
for socialists and trade unionists
to get together on a European
scale, to say that we want a unit-
ed Europe too buta socialist Eur-
ope, and to fight to get powers
for the European Parliament that
it can instruct the EEC Commis-
sion, change legal provisions, etc.?

I don’t thinkfighting through
the EEC Parfiament would work
in the end, any more thanI think
that a parliamentary road to soc-
ialism is possible in Britain, but I
don’t see why. we’re any less like-
ly to get victories on 4 EEC scale
than in Britain.

TB: It is open to the British
people if they choose to do so,at.
the next election whenever- it
comes, to defeat Mrs Thatcher
and put in powera parliamentary
majority that could alter legisla-
tion and benefit our people. But
the Treaty of Rome would
preventit.

Andit’s the British courts, not
the European Court — because
actually the EEC Commission are
very realistic people, they don’t
want to have a punch-up with
Britain, and the European Court
would adjust its judgments. The
British courts would be used by
Capital to offset the result of the
election.

Theoretically the world could
go socialist. Let’s wait for that,
let’s wait until we have-it all...
that’s a sort of millennial dream.

~ You have to struggle where you
are, to sée that your weaponsof
advance, which are free trade un-
ions and the ballot box, aren’t
taken from you.

MT: 1 would agree thata socialist
‘

governmentin Britain should not ~

let itself be restricted by the
Treaty of Rome. But that’s not
the situation we face. at the
moment.

TB: Every country has to develop
in its own way. Socialism must be
about people finding their own
way forward.

To suppose that outofa crisis
in capitalism, expressed in a
Common Market that is now

IN THIS interview Tony Benn
pinpoints for the first time
exactly how the EEC would be
an obstacle to a left government
in Britain.

“The EEC Commission are
very realistic people, they don’t
want to have a punch-up with
Britain, and the European Court
would adjust its judgements.
The British courts would beused
by Capital . .

.’’ (emphasis
addeu). .

In termsof real social forces,
theproblemwouldbetheBritish
courts, not anythingin Brussels.
EEC law would simply be one
possible pretext for the bitterly
Tory Britishjudiciary to obstruct
radicalchange.

It could have plenty of British-
born-and-bred pretexts. *After
all,. the British constitution
requires the Queen’s say-so for
every law. She is hardly likely to
give her approval to socialist
measures, and there is no con-
stitutional way of removing the
Queen’s power unless she
agreesto it. .

The real problem doesnotlie
with the pretext. The ultimate
defence of capitalist power is
not thisor that law, written on a
bit of paper, saying ‘socialismis
illegal’,but thematerial force of
the capitalist state: courts,
police, prisons, bureaucracy,
armedforces...

The main enemy, as the old
revolutionary slogan said, is at
home: The main obstacle for us
is the repressive power and the -

 

‘fora 35 In France, in.
Germany,in
Britain,
throughout
Europe,
workers
have fought
hour week.
The trade
union
leaders pay
lip service to
the idea of a
European-
coordinated
struggle for

_

it. We *

should hold
them to
theirword

outdated ‘by events, you could
producealiving federation,is just
-an illusion.

It may be a dream of those
who think like Trotsky that a
Socialist United States of Europe
would be a good thing. But a soc-
ialist world “would be a good
thing. And we are here and now

fighting very hard battles to
defend our people. To the extent
that we float above them. with
some great new theory that if
only Brussels had elected MPs
we’d all be prepared to accept it,
is very false. .

_

It anignt trigger off some of
the most destructive anti-socialist
nationalism. You could have the
right-wing Scottish Nationalists,
whoare very hostile to an inter-
ventionist economy, emerge as an

~The obstacles to socialism
by: Martin Thomas:

ideological power.of the British
state.

The policyof ‘Britain out’ is
misleading — directing our
energies against a subsidiary
obstacle (Brussels) and missing
thereal enemy.

:

Tony Benn disagrees. He
arguesthatif Britain remainsin.
the EEC, ‘‘the British elector-
ate (will) lose the right by their
vote to determine theireconomic
and industrial policy . . . (it’s)
reversing the Chartists. and
thesuffragettes.”’

Heis right that the EEC is
undemocratic. The EEC Com-
mission is not controlled by the
European Assembly even to he
extent that the Whitehall
bureaucracy is controlled by
Westminster.

Why not re
fighting

.
for the European

Assembly to have more power?
Tony Benn replies that this
notion of a parliamentary-
democratic EEC is a ‘‘dream’’,
an ‘“‘illusion’’, a “‘great new
theory’ floating above

|
the

battleshere andnow. Weshould
instead focus on defendingwhat
parliamentary democracy we
have in Britain.

__

.

But whyis winning something
‘on an EEC scale more remote
and unrealistic than winning it
within Britain? if'a struggle is
broadenedto the EECscale, the
enemy becomes a broader one

- = theallied-capitalistclasses.of . .

spond to that by :

 

answer to your dream of a Social-
ist United States of Europe —

even assuming a United States of
Europe wassocialist, and it does
not follow atall thatit would be.
With thecrisis of capitalism in the
80s as in the °30s it could swing
the other way and you could have
a very authoritarian right-wing
federation of. Europe within
which we were locked even if we
had a Labour government in
Britain. :

I think this is a dream of a
dangerous kind, because it is not
founded on a proper socialist or
Marxist analysis. It isn’t reflected
in the hearts and minds of the
people who would have to make
it work, andit hasn’t gotmuch to
do with the immediate problems
thatwe have gotto tackle.

  
the EEC, rather than just the
Britishcapitalists. But theforces
thatcan bemobilisedon our side
are also broadened — from the
Britishworkingclass to the EEC
workingclass. .

‘Winning radical demands on
an EEC scale is a ‘‘dream”
only so long as real EEC-
wide workers’unity is a dream.

Weare.in fact a long way off
from effective EEC-wide work-
ers’ unity. But remedying that
failureis not optional.

So long as capitalism con-
tinues to exist, it will create
international connections and
strategies. It is a world system,
not a series of national econom-
ies loosely tied together. Social-
ists have to recognise this, and
develop working class inter-
nationalismto match. Trying to
turn theclockbackis no answer.

Tony Benn is quite right to
indict the EEC as anti-socialist.
The question is, how to fightit.

‘Britain out’ is no answer.It
would not touch the essential -

obstacles to radical change. It
would not stop international
capitalist. coordination,
change its form.

Inevitably, despite. the best
intentions of some of its sup-

‘porters, the ‘Britain out’ policy
means the labour movement
slewing away from the path of
class struggle, towards a
nationalistpath. Class struggle,
and maximum international
coordination of that class
struggle,is thesurer answer.
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Left toright: Ken Morley, Stephen Tiller, andBill Thomasin “TheRagged Trousered

Money Trick
‘How RobertTressell explains exploitation

Owen,playingthe part of the
capitalist, starts -with three
pieces of bread, representing
raw .materials; three knives,
representing machinery. and
equipment; and three coins
representing moneycapital.

Three workmates play the
part of the workers. They start
with nothing. The ‘capitalist’.
offers them work at a wage of
one coin. The workerssetto it.
The job is to cut one piece of
bread into three pieces. At the
end the capitalist has nine
pieces of bread, representing
inputs for the next round of
production and consumergoods.

The workers want food and
clothing.the capitalist is willing
to sell them. The price is one
coin for one piece of bread. The
coins return to thecapitalist.

The capitalist himself con-
sumes two pieces of bread. So
at the end of thecycle the capit-
alist has four pieces of breadleft, plus three. coins. The
workersstillhave . . . nothing.

The cycle repeats itself. Next
time the capitalist ends up with
five. pieces of bread and

P
three

coins, and the workers once
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again withnothing.
So it goes on. At each stage

there is ‘fair exchange’ — but
the capitalist gets rich® and
richer, the' workers remain as
poorastheystarted.

Then Oven, the ‘capitalist’,
ly lays the workers off.

The workers complain.’. The
capitalist explains that he can’t
employ them because his ware-
houresareglutted.

The workers beg for charity.
The capitalist gives them a
coin, and promptly recoupsit.by

s from his stock.The
workers applaud the capitalist’s
generosity — but at the end ofit
they are still equally poor, the
capitalistis stillrich.

The workers organise an
unemployed protest. Owen calls
in another'workmateto play the
part of the. policeman, who
chases the workers away and
receives a bribefrom thecapital-
ist in return.

The policeman is, after all,
only defending Liberty, Equal-
ity, Tusti¢e, Property — the
right of every citizen to protec-
tion and free disposal of his
property...

ee

Philanthropists”’,

  

a play adapted by Stephen Lowe from Robert Tressell’s novel. At
theHalfMoon Theatre, 213 MileEnd Road, London E1. (01-790 4000). :

Philanthropists’.
APPRCPRIATELY STAGED in
the East End of London, Robert

-Tressell’s ‘The Ragged Trous-
ered Philanthropists’ is‘a sharp
reminder of the degradation
workingpeople suffer under the
reign of Capital. Not only that,it
also reminds us of the dangers
of reformist and bourgeois ideas
withinthelabour movement.

Tressell, himself a_ socialist
withclear viewsof the nature of
class society, sets his play in
Mugsborough,thatis Hastings,

focusingon the buildingtrade in
the town, in which he himself
worked.

Thestory is centred on Owen,
a painter/decorator who has a
clear understanding of how
workingpeople are duped by the
capitalist system.“ Buthis ‘work.

-mates, riddled with capitalist
conditioning from the cradle to
the grave, scorn and deride
him. ‘‘Socialism’s not for the
likesof us’’ theyprotest

In a graphic and simple illu-
* stration of capitalist exploita-
tion Owen demonstrates the
Great MoneyTrick.

Despite the clarity, logic and
persuasiveness of this demon-

Chillingandwitty
Terry Connolly reviews‘The Ragged Trousered  

stration, the boss-serving idea
that masters and menshould
“‘pull together’ keeps its grip
on themen andparalysesthem, °

The hounding, spying and
intimidationof theworkforeman”
Hunter ‘helps grind the men
down into submission. They
submit even to arbitrary cuts in
wages which are already at
starvationlevels.

As a simple illustrationof the
need for solidarity and organis-
ation at work, Tressell’s work is
remarkably pertinent today in
Margaret Thatcher’s -Britain.
As a clear view of class politics
andcapitalist ideology it serves
as a fine starting point for a
budding Marxist analysis of
society.

For those sensitive to its con-
temporary importance it is
chilling. For all, it is very
enjoyable and witty. As a play it
is remarkably well performed
using the maximum effect from
paint, brushes, catwalks,

- ladders, trestles and tables.
A must for trade unionists and

political activists and a’ verygood eveningout:

 Ireland madetooeasy
THERE are so few books or
even pamphlets giving a short,
accessible socialist overview
of Irish history that those who
attempt the difficult task
deserve a welcome.

Despite the slapstick comic-
book style — not very appro-
priate, and at times uncom-
fortably close to  anti-Irish
jokes — the conclusions are
serious. British troops should
get out, unconditionally. There
must be a united Ireland
and, for any sustained pro-
gress, a united socialist Ire-
land.

Phil Evans (a contributor
to Socialist Worker) rejects
the widespread view that this
socialist Ireland can be “won
by a mystical ‘growing-over’of the present nationalist

ruggle of the Northern Ire-Tange‘minority.Evans insists on
the centrality. of Protestant-
Catholic working class unity.
This can be achieved by a wor-
kers’ socialist party, ‘with the
will to seize for the workers
vu: freland the wealth of Ire-
land’.

The book does‘not say how
that party will be built, or how
the few historical examples it
cites» of Protestant-Catholic

: unity could be generalised:
but these are bigger questions,
perhaps, than can reasonably
be dealt with in a book of
thisscope.

Some faults, however,
should have been avoidable.

. There are a lot of factual err-
ors, some startling, as when
the parliamentary Nationalist
leader John Redmond is de-
scribed as leader cf the Irish
Republican - Brotherhood, a
conspiratorial military or-
ganisation.

And, despite the socialistconclusions, social and eco-
nomic background is neg-
lected in comparison with
political and military soundand fury. .

The various abor-
tive attempts at a French
invasion of Ireland in 1796--8
get more space thantheFamine.
While Daniel

|
O’Connell’s

Catholicnationalismof the early
19th century has fairly full
coverage, no account is given
of the Irish labour movement

|

.since 1916.
. Most.readers, I think,.would
find it, difficult‘toget apicture

 

Martin Thomasreviews ‘Ireland for Beginners’, main text and
illustrations by Phil Evans, additional text byEileen Pollock.
Writers and Readers, £2.95.
 

of the very different social
content at different times of
Irish nationalism and of Pro-
testant Loyalism.

The criticism made of. the
Republican. tradition lacks
historical sense. All military
actions — from those which,
whatever their political
advisability, are certainly
legitimate acts of war against
British occupation, through to
indefensible pub bombings

are deplored as terrorist,
and exactly the same riti-

-cisms as for today are made
of the armed uprising led
by Robert Emmet in 1803.
(In the name of what alter-
native is
Working class mass.action?
There was no cohesive wor-
king class.)

A sense of social and eco-
nomic change is equally lack-
ing from the account given
of British ruling-class policy
towards Ireland. Why did
the Liberal Party — at the
time the main _representa-

tive of the industrial bourge-
oisie push Home Rule
for Ireland from the 1880s
through to World War 1?
No explanationis offered.

No

-
mention is made of

the British ruling-class- policy
of pacifying the Irish country-
side by a state-organised buy-
late 19th and early 20th cen-
tury, nor of the attempts bythe British bourgeoisie in
the ’60s to edge towards re-
unificationof Ireland.

Britain’s continued _pre-
sence in Ireland is explained
far too crudely in terms of
the profitability of invest-
ment- in Northern Ireland.
Don’t the overhead expenses
far exceed the profits? Phil
Evans concedes that they
do — but then shifts to the
idea that the purpose of the
military presence is to pro-
tect British investments in
the South. -

This is nonsense. Straight
economic domination, with-

“ out any djrect political, intex:

 
-} vention,..is . quite. -adequate

ORG

Emmet criticised?
.

out of the landlords in the

for British capital in Ireland.
— just as it is adequate for
the US capitalists who are now

26 Counties. The problem
is that in the meantime the
British ruling class is committed

.
-to beating down the Northern
Ireland Catholics as a _pre-
condition for the desired cold,
controlled remodelling from
above.

’ The book could not reason-
,ably be expected to give a com-
plete perspective for Protes-
tant/Catholic working class
reconciliation. It can, however,
be criticised for vastly over-
simplifyingthe problem through

; economic change.
Evans ends. with an asser-

tion of faith in the possibility
_

of unity. ‘It has been done
before’ by Wolfe Tone.

.Yes, except that Tone’s Ire-
Jand was. socially and eco-
nomically worlds apart fromtheislandtoday.

» ‘The 26 Counties is non-
sectarian’, Phil Evans states

that just some 60 pagesearlier
he has pointed out its sectar-
ian features. This sugary
avoidance of unpleasant facts
is all too common on theleft,
and probably is part of the
reason why we have not béen
able to convince more people
about our basic
for Irish freedom.

In 1970 the Irish socialist
Michael Farrell wrote, in a
pamphlet published by the
SWP(thenIS): ‘The one million
Protestants in the North are
not like their co-religionists
in the South in 1922... The
Northern Protestants are over-whelmingly working class.
Though they have little enough
in the North, they stand to lose
even that in the South... They
fear that history may bring
its own retribution and the
discrimination used

 
be- used against them in a
united Ireland’.

« “An attempt to impose ‘a.

 the. biggest investors in the

. discrimination’

its lack of grip on social and -

— oddly, in view of the fact:

 
argument.

against.
the Catholicsin the North might-

J.Gfeen, Tory . united, Ireland’...
aye

would, Farrell argued, lead
to no better than ‘a communal
bloodbath’ and ‘the desolation
of the North’.|The. problem
could only be solved by ‘an
organisation of genuine social-
ists fighting Green Tory gom-
been men in the 26. Counties
as vigorously as the Orange
Tories in theNorth’.

By 1976 he was writing that
‘the 26 county state has been
fairly free of anti-Protestant

and ‘There
would be no basis for sus-
tained. ~ Unionist resistance
to a United Ireland’ (i.e. even
a Green Tory united Ireland).

What had changed? Had
the prejudices of the Protes-
tants proved less powerful?
Or the 26 County state more
enlightened? Farfromit.

Farrell -had_ shifted (rightly)
from a focus on civil rights
within. the Northern|state
plus. general socialism to

“a realisation -that the  fun-
damental ‘civil right’ in ques-
tion is the right’ of the Irish
people as ‘a whole to self-
determination; but then he
had modified his perception
of the facts to fit more com-
fortably with the conclusions.
From illusions in the possi-
bility of ignoring the Border,
to illusions about the possi-
bility of reconciling the Prot-
estant workers with Green -

Catholicnationalism...
There ought to be a good

market for a book on ‘Ireland
withoutillusions’.

i(BUNUEL
, ASa tribute to the
§f great surrealist director
@ Luis Bunuel, who died
1 recently,BBC 2 isi showinga selection ofEhis films. Friday 19th;I The Young and the8 Damned.Friday 26th1 The Republic of Sin._fBothat 9.25 p.m.vceed:-
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meansfor Japaneseworkers
SATOSHI KAMATA worked
for Toyota as a seasonal. =”
worker in an assembly plant
in Toyota City for six months
in the second half of 1972.

His journey to begin work at
the plant was the same as my
own when I visited a ToyotaAssembly Plant in Toyota Citylast year — by superexpressfrom Tokyo past. Mount Fuji to
Nagoya. . However, while I
travelled the 20 miles from
‘Nagoya to Toyota City on the
modern subway system which
serves Nagoya and the surroun-
ding district, Kamata entered
the Toyota world straightoff the
superexpress. He describes the
journeyandhis arrival at Toyota
thisway:‘Finally a big bus with a
Toyota logo painted on it
arrives. Once inside, we keepsilent, even after.the busstarts
moving. We feel awkward. We
drive throughdowntown Nagoya
and then up and down hills sur-
roundedbyricefields.”’ :

‘‘When big factory building
and company-owned_houses
appear, we know weare almost
there. Finally the bus stops in
front of a four storey concrete
building behind a chain link
fence. It is already dark. On the
building is a sign which says‘Sacred Heart and Pleasant
Breeze Dormitory’. This seems
to beour new home.Nobuilding
less suits its name;it looks more
like a prison camp. There’s
even a guard house at the gate
. -. a guard yells at Kudo (who
had becomehis friendsince they
met at the interview in Tokyo)
for smokinga cigarette.’’

Kamata is not a worker and
did not go to Toyota becausehe
needed a job. Heis a left wing
journalist who went there in
orderto write aboutit. Whilst he
is a socialist he was in no way a
militant while at Toyota, in fact
managers regarded him as a
model worker andtried to
persuade him to stay on at the
endofhis contract.

He writes from a pro-worker
and more orless class stand-
point. He sets out to show the
‘inhumanityofit all’’ and views
thingsmainly from the effects of
Toyota on the individual. ‘His
daily‘diary — of which the bulk
of the book comprises — never-
thelessdoesit very well:

“Thursday September 14.
Like yesterday, the orientation
starts at 8.30.. Today we learn
theimportantrules: ~

Workregulation.
1) Don’t divulge

learnedduring work.
2) Try hard to increase effic-

iency and productivity.
3): Follow instructions con-

secrets

   
 

 

 
 

EI To join oraffiliate,write to Chris Richardson, 21
I Devonshire Promenade,Lenton, Nottingham NG7
B 2DS. £5 fox individuals, or for affiliated organisa-
§ tions, per 1000 members.£2 for low-wagedindivi-
Hf duals. £1 for unwaged. Add 50p if you want the
Bf special issueof Gay Socialist. .
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Japanese workers demonstrate for import controls. Butit isnot ‘nationalcharacter’thathas enabledJapanese bosses to get such high rates ofexploitation.
Satoshi Kamatais a leading freelancejournalist in Japan and the
authorof numerous books. Japan in thePassing Laneis his first
book to appear in English. It is here reviewed by Alan Thornett.
iF
cerningyour duties.
Conditionsof discharge,
“ 1) Iftheemployeeis no longer
needed.

2) If the employee has phys-ical problems. .3) If the employee is absent
from work for more than 20 days
because of an accident outside
his work.

4) If the employee is absent
for more than 15 days for per-sonal reasons.

5) If the employee is absent
for more than four days straight
withoutreporting.
Monday September 18. (His
first day on theproduction line).

Almost as soon as I begin, I
am dripping with sweat. Some-

- how, I learn the- order of the
work motions, but I am totally
unable to keep up withthespeedof the line. My work gloves
makeit difficult to grab as manyof thetiny bolts I need, and how
many precious seconds do I
wastedoing just that? I do my_best;but I can barely finish one
gear box inthree within the
fixed lengthof time. I’m thirsty
as hell, but workers can neither
smokenor drink water. Going to
the toilet is out of the question.
Who could have invented a
system like this?
Friday September 22 (His first
day without.help).

Ihde See 1
3 r

 
7

htas
or
oe
rs
me
Aa

2

I’m tired. I don’t believeany-body could be moretired.Is this
what ‘Jabour intensive’’
means? I never imagined there
was labour so ‘‘intense’’ that
you couldn’t even rest for one
second. What kind of labour is
this? Toyota has designed this
job so that a worker can only
keep up with the line by always
exerting the utmost effort at top
speed .. .

it’s as if you are
tied to the conveyor, exhausted
and gaspingfor breath.
Sunday October1. .

I’ve been working for two
weeks now. When I come back
from work, I do nothing but
sleep. I try not to thinkabout the
job; even then thoughtof it is -

enough to make mefeel sick. I
still fall behindat work. As soon
as I push the alarm button my
team chief runs up to me and
asks in a_disgusted tone,

.‘Haven’tyou learnedyet?’’.Thursday October3.
I’m so worn out I feel numball

over. As soon as I return to the
dorm I spread out my bedding,
lie down, read a newspaper, but
I can’t stop myself from falling
asleep. I wake up an hourlater
and go to the bath where I
massagemywrists andfingers.
Thursday 12.

I’ve survived anotherday.It’s
1.30 am. I just got a real shock |

when I saw my face in the
mirror. Dry skin and dull, blood-
shot eyes — it looked inhuman,
the face of a loser who pities
himself and secretly hates him-
self for doing so. Somethingin
meis breaking.’’

Kamata brings out the harsh
realities of the working condit-
ions very well. The necessity to
workbefore theshift and during
break time, unwrapping or pre-
paring components in order to
keep up. A system which has no
relief workers at all, even for
sickness. Where managersstudy the, bio-rhythm of the
workers and use it to explain,and blame the workersfor acci-
dents. Where living conditions
are such thatsupervisors have
access to private appartmentsand workers aredisciplined if
theyare caughtwith

a
girlfriend

in their dermitor
of course).

‘motions. Kudo will. come back

“(thére ‘are “

no wénien’prodhiction workers, : -

 
The realities of capitalistexploitation Kamata describes

are very well done. But if they
are to be taken asany kind of
precisely valid yardstick tocom-
pare current Japanese levels of
exploitation to European orAmerican levels theyhave to be
seenincontext.

Vehicle production through-
out the capitalist world is aruthless-operation.The fact that
BL sat out a 4% week strike
recently over 3 minutes washing
up timesays it all. A jouualis.going onto a track in Cowleywould find it a traumatic and‘‘inhuman’’ experience. — asindeed it is. :

Kamata’s ‘account, however,is completely valid in generalterms. There is a substantialdifference in work effort towhich I can testify. I judged the
workeffort I was able to observe
as well in excess of 50% morethanBritish standards.

Damage
One very good description of

the workingconditions he gives
is of theconditionsof a friend he
visited in another part of the
plant. It reminded me of the
appallinglydamaging conditions
and incredible work effort I
witnessed in the engine plant I
visited:

“Kudo races around inside
his small work space, joining adriving shaft, turning it in the
balancing machine, welding on
small metal pieces to correct’ its

‘weight, marking it, putting on
oiland paint,liftingit and hang-ing it on the trolley conveyor.The last time I visited him he
looked at me and

_
happilyexplained his work. He also had

timre to introduce me to the
workernext to him.

Today he is moving things
twice as fast as before and can’t
stop running.I try to lift a shaft
and can barely do it with both
hands. Kudo,shorter thanI,has
to lift it higher than his eyes to
hang it on the conveyor. Nine
hundred shafts a day. I don’t
feel right to talk to him, andit
doesn’t seem polite to watch him
work,“ so.I leave. Withoutexaggeration I must say he is
doing the work of three people.
I have never seen such quick
after eight tomorrow morning,exhaustedandpale, aridwill fall.
on an unmade bed without tak-

‘ibyMARX

ing a bath. It’s not surprisingthat he does nothing but sleep
on Saturdays and Sundays.”’

The insight Kamata gives usinto these conditions is veryimportant. There is however
another very important. issue,and that is how do Japaneseemployers achieve these levels
of exploitation? Onthis crucial
question Kamata tells uslittle.He does however pose the prob-lem. :

“‘Why does everyone workat
this goddamn job without com-plaining? Incredibly, thirtyminutes before the second shift,
everyone is always ready. Theychange clothes unhurriedly,beginpreparingtheparts they'll
use in their work, and five
minutes before their own shift
they’realready workingwiththe
guys on the othershift. They’re
so docile and undoubting that
Icould almost cry.’’“They’re so quiet and look so
beaten. Hardly a single one
exhibitsa strikingpersonality or ©

even a defiantlook.’’
That Kamata attempts noexplanation of this leaves his

accountbegging the main ques-tion. It is also not a complete
account.He makes no mention,for example, of the numericallysmallbut strong and determined
group of militants who struggle
in Toyota under very difficult
conditions. I have met militants
who were active in Toyota in
thatperiod.

.More important he saysnothing of the trade unions —

except to observe from time to
time thatthey are useless. The

1 BOOKS
I Critique of the Gotha
1 Programme, 30p; Wages
Ei price andprofit, 40p;EB Communist Manifesto
# 60p; Capital volume 1
Bf £3.95. Availablec/o.B Socialist Organiser, 28
I Middle Lane, London N8:i add moneyforpostage.
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problem is that’is not the point
about unionsin theJapanese car
industry. The point is that they
are yellow. They are employer- —

created unions, incorporated
into the companystructures. In
Toyota theyare so controlled by
management that Toyota can
switch their personnel at will
from managenientjobs to union
jobs as part of their careers -

structure.
:

.

It is the combination of this.
and the success of Japanesecapitalismitself and the success
of othertechniquesof theJapan-
ese employerslike QC circles (or .‘worker participation’) which ©

has created these conditions in
theJapaneseworkingclass.
. There is an explanationin the
book of how these levels of
exploitation are achieved, but
not a very useful one. That is
given in a lengthycontemporaryforewordby Ronald Dore of the
Technical Change Centre,
London.

He puts a right-wing line
which decries Kamata’s pro-
worker approach and supportsfully Japanese -managementtechniques — althoughpossibly
with some of the rough edges
smoothedoff. .

Heof course sees submissive-
ness as a good thing, althoughprobably not achievable to that
degree—amongst Western
workers. Heseesit of.course in
sociological terms, as the pro-duct of a submissive Japanesecharacter. This is the - usual
simplistic approach~§which
misses everything.

From this you would think
that Japanese workers had
always been ‘submissive’.
You wouldn’t know of the mili-
tant, near revolutionary period
of the Japanese workers in the
immediate post-war period,wheh powerful independent
unions were built.

You wouldn’t know that the_
Japanese employers had ‘to
smashthese unions and replace
them with yellow unions before
they could establish the condi-
tions which exist today. You
wouldn’t know of the Toyota
strike in 1950 — although
Kamatadoes mentionit.

Despite all this Kamata’s
book is important. It is publish-
ed at a time when Japanese
management techniques have
become a major issue for the
trade unions wherever cars are
produced. :

All manufacturershave their
sights firmly set on Japan —

like the Ford UK. AJ (After
Japan) plan. The more workers
facing such attacks know about

i

the realities of Japanesemethods the better and
Kamata’s'

_
book (althoughlimited and dated as far astechniques are concerned)

makesacontributionto that.
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ORGANISER Where we stand mAU0gnda
*Orgartise the left to beatback the Tories’ attacks!
No. to attacks on union rights; defend the picketline; no state interference in our unions! No to any
wage curbs. Labour must support all struggles for
betterJivingstandards and conditions.
*Wage rises should at the very least keep up-with
price increases. For a price index. calculated by
working class organisations, as the basis for clauses
in all. wage agreements to provide automatic
monthly rises in line with the true cost ofliving for
the working class. The: same _inflation-proofing
should apply to state benefits,grants arid.pensions.*Fight for improvements in the social services, and
against cuts. Protection for those services against

_

inflation by automatic inflation-proofingof expen-
diture. For occupations and supportingstrike action
‘to deferid jabs andservices. ;

*End unemployment. Cut hours, not Jobs. Fight for
a 35 hour week and an end to overtime. Demand
work-sharing without loss of pay. Organise the
unemployed — campaign fora programmeof useful
public works to create new jobs for the unem-
ployed. mo,
*Defend all jobs! Open the books of those firms
that threaten closure or redundancies, along with
thoseof their suppliers and bankers, to elected trade
union committees. For occupation. and blacking
action to halt the closures.
withoutcompensation under workers’ management.*Make the bosses pay, not the working class.
Millions. for hospitals, not a penny for ‘defence’!
Nationalise the banks and financial institutions,
without compensation. End the interest burden on
council housing and otherpublic services.
*Freeze rent and rates.
*Scrap. all immigration ‘controls. Race is not a
problem: racism is. The labour movement must |

mobilise to drive thefascists off the streets. Purge
racists from positions in the labour movement.
Organise full support for black self-defence. Build
workers’ defence squads.

/*The capitalist police are an enemyfor the working
class.. Support all demands to weaken them as a
bosses’ striking force: dissolution of ‘special squads(SPG, Special Branch, MI5, etc), public accoun-
tability,etc.

.*Free abortion on demand. Women’s equal right to
work and full equality for women.. Defend and
extend free state nursery and childcare provision.“Against attacks on gays by the state: abolish all
laws which discriminate against lesbians and gay
men;for the right of the gay community to organise
and affirm their stand publicly. ©

-*The Irish people — as a whole — should have theright to determine their own future. Get the British
troops out now! Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism
Act. Political status for Irish Republican prisoners as
a matter of urgency.“The black working people of South Africa should
get full support from the British labour movement.
for their strikes, struggles and armed combat against
the white supremacist regime. South African goods
and services should be blacked. .

*It is essential to achieve the fullest democracy in
the labour movement. Automatic reselection of MPs
during each Parliament and the election by annual
conference of party leaders. Annual election of all
trade union officials, who should be paid the
average for the trade. :

*The chaos, waste, human suffering and misery of
capitalism now — in Britain and throughout the
world — show the urgent need toestablish rational,democratic, human control over the economy, to
make the decisive sectors of industry social prop-
erty, under workers’ control. The strength of the
labour movement lies in the rank and file. Our
Derspective Must be workingclass action to raze the
a0t@ $7 system down to its foundations, and to
Ow 2 more 2 c’ass socialist alternative in its place —

“erer Ta “27 Our representatives run the
Ses gic mai-> “cr crumbs from thetables of
he tare wot ose

For nationalisation -

 

Binlids and Barricades.
A 75-panelexhibitionon
womenandthewar in
Treland,producedby the
ArmaghCo-ordinating
Committee. Availablefor
hire from theArmaghCmttee., 374, Grays Inn
Rd., London WC 1.

Leggin’ it for peace
East London Youth CND
March, 17/18 September,

|from Kelvedon Hatch Civil
DefenceHQ to London
Fields, Hackney. For
details contactE. London
YCND,39,AlbionRoad,
London E17. :

THEPolish Solidarity
_.Committee [Glasgow]:

Whereto find Socia
NextSocialist Organiser delegate meeting: Saturday Sep-

SCOTLAND

Glasgow. Contact Stan
Crooke, 34 Garturk St.,
Glasgow G42, Meetings: ask
Paper’ sellers. On sale: West.
End bookshop, Ruthergten
shopping arcade, Friday
lunchtime, Coatbridge shop-
Ping arcade, Saturday lunch-
time, Marghill dole, Tuesday
morning.

Edinburgh. Next - meetingMonday August 8, 7.30,Ruskin House, Windsor St.
Business meeting. Contact
Dave, 229 4591. SO is sold
at Muirhouse (Saturday
10.30-12) and the First of
May Bookshop. Candie-
maker Row.

NORTH-WEST
Rochdale.» Next meeting
Monday Sept. 12,-8pm at
the Castle Inn, Manchester
Rd.

Manchester. Contact: 273
6654: SO is sold at Grass

- Roots Books, Newton St,Piccadilly.
Stockport. Meetings everySunday, 7.30pm: phone 429
6359 (38 Broadhurst St) for
details. SO is sold at Stock-
Port market every Saturday,
11 to 12.30.

Wirral. Contact Lol Duffy,
3 St. James Court, Victoria
Road, Wallasey.

Liverpool. Contact 733
6663. SO is sold at Progres-
sive Books, Berry St, and at
News from Nowhere, White-
chapel.
Hyndburn. Contact Accring-
ton 395753.

Stoke. Next meeting: ‘The
Labour Movementafter the
Election’.\ Date to be fixed.
Contact: Paul Barnett, 151
Broadway,Meir (328198).

YORKSHIREAND
NORTH-EAST
Huddersfield. Contact Alan
Brooke. 59 Magdale. Honiley,
Huddersheld HD7 2LX.

 
 

workingconferencein
Glasgow 17/18 September.
Proposed sessionsinclude:
‘Democraticforms of
social organisation in
Czecheslovakia 1968 and
Poland 1980-1’; ‘Thepeace
movementsin Eastern

_Europe’; and ‘Developing
solidaritywiththepeople
of Eastern Eurove’.

_

Contact Gordon Morgan
as soon as possible at:
59, Durward Avenue,
GlasgowG41
[041-649 8958]
OXFORDClaimants
Defence Committee
one day conference
Saturday September3rd
at East Oxford Community

 

Centre, PrincesSt.,
Oxford. Discuss the
‘Operation Major’ [Sept.82] ruthlesspolice & DHSS
swoop on homeless &
unemployedand subse-
quent events. Fee only
£1.50, less unwaged.ContactCDC, c/o 44b,
PrincesSt., Oxford.

BANGLADESHIDivided
FamiliesCampaign:Brit-
ain’s racistand sexist laws
keep morethan11,000
people apart. Demonstrate
Saturday September.3,2pm
from Mancunian Way,Ox-

- ford Road, Manchester.
_

ANNIVERSARYofSolidar-
nosc: demonstrationorg-
anisedjointlyby theSoli-
darnosc TUWorking
Group,theCharter 77 club,
and others. Wednesday
August 31, assemble 6pm
at Speakers’ Corner,
Hyde Park,London.
 

tember3, 11 to 4.30, at theLabour Club,Bristol St,Birmingham. .

Socialist Organiser Annual General Meeting: SundayOctober30, 10.30-5, County Hall,London SE1.
NationalSocialist Organiser dayschool, Saturday Octo- ©

ber29, in London.
 Read all
 

36p includingpostage
from Socialist Organiser,

about us!
 

28, Middle Lane, London
N8 8PL.

Durham. SO is sold at the
Community Co-op, New El-
vet. Contact Andy, 64088.
Leeds. SO is sold at Books
and. Corner Books, Wood-
house Lane. Contact Garth,623322.

Harrogate. Meets every other
Sunday evening, starting
August 21. Details from SO
sellers. Public meeting:  Hull. Meets every Wednesday

8pm.Details from SO’sellers.
Childcare available.

Halifax. Contact 52156. SO
is sold at Halifax Wholefood,
Gibbet St, and at Tower
Books, Hebden Bridge.
York. Contact 796027. SO is
sold at Coney St on Satur-
day mornings, at the Com-.
munity Bookshop, outside
the dole office most morn-

  

 
 Amendments -

Whereit is still possible,
Socialist Organiser urges
our readers and supporters
to submit the following am-
endmentsto resolutions for
the 1983 Labour Party con-
ference. :

Amendmentto resolution
no.109 from Wallasey: Add
at end, ‘Conference there-
fore resolves thatno indivi-
dual member of the Party
should be liable to expul-
sion provided that. s/he
accepts the Party’s objects
as defined by ClauseIV andprovided thats/hedoes not
stand or campaign against
the Party’s. candidate in a
public election’.

Amendment to Resolu-
tion no.125 from Bow and
Poplar, or to no.124 from
Greenwich: After ‘opinion’
(end of first sentence), in-

MIDLANDS

Birmingham. No meeting in
August. SO is sold at the.
Other Bookshop, Digbeth
High St. .

Coventry. SO is sold at the
Wedge Co-op, High Street.
ContactKeithWhite, 75623. ©

Leicester. SO is sold at
BlackthorneBooks, High St.
ContactPhil, 857908.

Northampton. Contact Ross,
713606.

Nottirigham. Meets every.
Thursday evening, 7.30. at
the International Commun-
ity Centre. SO is sold outside
the Victoria Centre (Satur-
day 11 to 1) and at the
Mushroom Bookshop,
Heathcote St. Contact Pete
Radcliff, 585640.

SOUTH

Oxford. SO is sold at theCornmarket (Saturday 11 to
1) and outside Tesco, Cow-
ley Rd, Friday5 to 7. Also
at EOA Books, Cowley Rd.

Basingstoke. Business meet-
ing Thursday 4August 26.
7.30 at Chute House. SO is
sold at ‘Good News’ in Lon-
donStreet.

LONDON.
North-West London. Next
meeting Monday August 25,
7.30, for venue phone Mick,
624 1931. ‘The Way For-
ward for the Labour Move-
ment’. :

Hackney. Contact- Andrew
Hornung, 76. Carysfort Rd,
London N16.

Haringey. Contact 802 0771
* or 348 5941.

Tower Hamlets. Contact
Susan, 377 1328. 
 
 
   
 

If Rates: £5 for
Jj three months,
i £8.75 forsix

months,and
£16 for a year.
Bundle of 5
eacii week:
£12 for 3
months.

 
sert new second sentence,
‘Conference respects our
basic freedoms of thought,speech andassociation’.

Amendment to Resolu-
tion no.19 from Wantage
CLP: Add at end, ‘Confer-
ence further believes that
such a policy, in clear de-_fence of working class
rights and interests, is an
essential ingredient in
buildingsupport and mem-
bership for the Party. It
therefore instructs the Nat-
iohal Executive Committee
to launch a recruitment
drive together with the
above policy, laying parti-cular emphasis on the
establishment of workplacebranches’. :

The deadline for amend-
ments to be received at
WalworthRd is August26.
 list Organiser

Richmond. Inaugural meet-
ing,. Tuesday August 23,
8pm. Richmond Community

,Centre, Sheen Road, Rich-
mond. Speakers_include
John O’Mahony and TomRigby. .

SO will be sold at Rich-
mond Quadrant every Satur-
day 11.30 — 1.30. Further
details, contact: Nick De
Marco, 876-6715.

Hounslow. SOis sold outside
All Saints Church, Hounslow
High St., Saturdays 10.30 to
12. ContactChris, 898 6961.

Islington. Contact Nik, 278
1341.

Southwark/Lambeth, Meets
every other Wednesday at
Lansbury House, 41 Camber-
well Grove, London SE5.
Next Open Forum — Ireland.
Speaker: Penny. Newall, a
memberof the August TOM
delegation to Northern
Ireland. Wednesday August
31 at 8.30 p.m. (Business
meeting at 7.30).
South East London. Contact
Siu Ming, 691 1141.

Orpington. Contact c/o
South East London.
Putney. Monday August 22.
8.pm. Debate with Militant.
For venue, phone Gerry,
789 7587.

LONDON CUTSconference
organised by the Southwark
Campaign Working Party:
Sunday November 6, at
County Hail, London SE1.
Contact: Southwark Cam-
paign Working Party, Town -

Hall, Peckham Rd, SE5.

SO is sold at tne following
London bookshops: Collets,
Central Books, The Other
Bookshop, Bookmarks,Bookplace (Peckham Rd,SE15), Kilburn Books, and
Reading Matters (WoodGreen Shopping Centre).
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* Labour

. person.

Mary
Archer

IT is with sadness that we have to
.

report the death of Mary Archer.
She will be greatly missed by all
activists within the Haringey
labour .mrovement, where she
spent the latter yearsofherlife.

Over these years she built up
a reputation of commitment and
activityin the Labour Party and

campaigns, always
acquitting herself, well. However
Mary: was not simply a hard
worker who got on with the job -

at hand. Her dedication to the
“movement came from the future

she anticipated for it. She was
first and foremost a_ political

Mary had joined the
Trotskyist movement in. the
1930s, staying with it right up
until her death.

It was in the arguments and.
debates that her political exper-
jence came to the fore. It was
always quite beguilinglistening to
Mary argue her corner against the
CP or LabourParty wets, drawing
in the experience of struggles
and lessons of the labour move-
ment which she had learnt often

‘many years before her adversary
.

was even born.
It is as a lifelong revolutionary

socialist that Mary Archer should
be remembered.

Bert
| Atkinson

I WONDERif we could borrow a
few inches of our column space
to. announce to your readers and
his old comradesthesad newsof
the death of the old revolution-.
ary Bert Atkinson, on July 30,two weeks after his 70th birth-
day.

Bert Atkinson came from a
lower middle class/upperwork-
ing class family, and entered
politics in theearlythirtieswhenhe joined Islington branch of the
Communist Party. He witnessed
the change from the Party’s
unemployeddemonstrationsand
its ‘‘Third Period’’ political line
to that of the ‘‘Popular Front’’,
and the beginningof its search
for respectability.

Hebrokewith Stalinism along
with half a dozen other com-
radesat the time of the Spanish
Civil War, when they began to
question exactly what sort of:
class society the ‘‘Communists””
werefightingfor in Spain.

They. were purged from the
Communist Party at the insis-
tence of the man now known to.
have been theCommunist Inter-
national’s ‘representative’in the
British CP, David Springhall,
and then joined the Trotskyist
movement.

After a brief time in the
Revolutionary Workers League
of BillDuncan and Cliff Stanton,
they passed over into theWorkers” International League
and tookpart in the fusion which
created the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party in 1944.

_

Bert was the first, in an
internalbulletin of the RCP to
defend Max Schachtman’s
theorythatthe Soviet Union was
neither a workers’ state nor

. state capitalism, but a new type
‘of expjoitative society.Bert continued tofollow the
progress of the working class
and revolutionary movement
long after physical circum-
stances prevented him from
playing a role in it. He was
exceptionallywell-read, and had
noneof the narrownessof all too
manyof today’s activists.

’ "He continued to assist young
people to workout their socialist
ideas right up to his death,
visible proof of the existence of
that working class tradition of
self-education that is the back-
bone of the revolutionary
movement. We: are proud to
recommendhis example to your
comrades and supporters.

SAM BORNSTEIN
AL RICHARDS

Taoting |

Minimum wage
is not incomes policy!

I WASpuzzled by Alan Thor-nett’s opposition to a statutorynational minimum wage (in his
report on theTGWU conference,
Socialist Organiser no. 140).

“Ttwas argued’’, Alan wrote,
“that this (a national minimum
wage) is ‘not an incomespolicy
by thebackdoor’. Of course that
is just whatit is.’”’

Formally and ‘literally, it is
possible to describe a statutorynational minimum wage as ari
incomes policy. It means the
government intervening=in

wage-fixing. But there’s adifference between measures topush wages up and measures to
push wages down!

Socialist Organiser supportersin most unions, I think, have
recognised this, and supported
a minimum. wage law at the
sametime as they oppose wagecontrols.

To define a minimum wage
law and wage controls as both
examples of the same thing(incomespolicy) is playing with
words.To use this definition as

Don’tdefend CPs
WITH A perspicacity unusual
amongst London SO supporters,
Andrew Hornung (Write-
back, SO 141) points out the
logic involved in the argu-
ment that socialists should
not defend the Tudeh Party(TP), which the Khomeini
regimein Iran recentlybanned.

“Logically, Stan Crooke is
arguing that’the CPs in gener-
al have ceased to be an ele-
mentin theworkingclass move- -

ment and that they represent
nothing more than agencies
of reaction’,he writes.

Quite so. Trotsky pointed
out that, in its repression
of the working class, the Stalin-
ist regime in the Soviet Union
was no different from fascism.
The whole record of Stalin-
ist regimes underlines the
truthofthisstatement. ©

- On what basis therefore
should political organisations
which support such regimes,
albeit by using the language
of vulgarised Marxism, be
regardedas

as ‘elements in the
working class movement’
-rather than as ‘nothing more
than agencies of rection’?
Doesn’t the record of the
TP, or any other Commun-
ist Party you care to think
of, prove Stalinist organisa-
tions to be ‘agencies of reac-
tion’?

(And doubly so in the case
of the TP: exported from Mos-
cow after theYall of the Shah,
the TP was not qualitatively
different from ‘a clique of
KGB agents’. Kianouri’s
confessionsare at least accurate
on thispoint.)

Yes, we should defend
Mujahedeen supporters from
repression, even. though they
are not part of the workers
movement. They at least are
fighting against the regime,
and deserve solidarity on that
point. The TP, on the other
hand, continues, even now,
to defendtheregime. -

In certain circumstances,
socialists should also defend-.
Communist Parties froin re-
pression. An obvious example

‘is the overthrow of Allende
in Chile, which involved a
massive defeat for the work-
ing class. But the situation
in Iran is not ~ comparable:
the in-fighting between anti-
working class factions of an

anti-working class regime
is not an issue. upon which
socialists take sides.

Would socialists have de-
fended the Strasserite (‘Left

~wing’ Nazis passed in 1934)
from the ‘injustices and abuse
‘of civil rights’ which occurred
on theNight of thelong Knives?
I think not. And. the same
holds true for the Iranian
Night oftheLong Knives.

_Andrew Homing’s position
amounts to maing defence
of Stalinists axiomatic for
socialists because they are
allegedly ‘a section of the
working class

__
movement’.

More ~ logical. -weuld- be to”
wee wee ee rs teen

 
proceed from the interests
of theworkingclass.

Where a successful attack
on Salinists would involve
a setback for the working
class (e.g: Chile) we should
defend them, whilst not givingthempoliticalsupport.

But where the outcome of
such. attacks is of no interest
to the working class, as in
Iran, the socialists should not
defend the Stalinists from the
consequences of their ownanti-working class. and com-pletely reactionarypolitics.

STAN CROOKE,Glasgow.

an argumentagainst a minimum —

wagelaw is as wrong as using it”
as an argument for wage con-
trols.

Of course, a lot of right-
wingers and ‘soft lefts’ do use
it as an argument for wage con-
trols — and TGWU general
secretary Moss Evansis one of
them.

But the fact that people try
to use it as sugar on the pill of
wage controls is no reason to,
oppose the minimum wage.
After all, shorter hours, infla-
tion-protection clauses, and
work-sharingdeals-are all used
for thesame purpose. We'do not
thereforeoppose shorter hours,
or inflation-protection,or work-
sharing. We demand the sugarand refuse thepill.

Like other reforming labour
legislation within capitalism —

laws limiting working hours, or
laying down health and safety
‘conditions, or. outlawing sex
discrimination — minimum
wagelawsare limitedin effect.

Nonetheless, the fight for
|such lawsis an important way of

making the wages issue a class
issue ratherthanjust a sectional
issue. It is a way of using the
strength of the best-organised
workers to win improvements
for the least-organised or. most’
weaklyplaced.

.
COLIN FOSTER,

Islington.
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A WORKSHOP-on gays. and
socialism at-the LPYS summer

.camp? What, an official one?
Yep, YS summer campactually
did have a gay workshop this
year.

.
.

Class Fighter supporters have
been arguing for the last seven
or.eight years thattheYS should
start fighting for gay and lesbian
rigfhts. during thistime our gay
comrades have been harassed,
threatened and abused at YS
national events. Gay rights has
not even been timetabled for
conference debate — ‘‘it isn’t a
priority’’. In factthere has been
no debate becausethe YS NCis
scared. theycannot be confident
that their supporters will not

Gays and LPYS
display their backwardness and
embarrass them with anti-gay
bigotry.

Nothingpracticalcame out of
theworkshopin termsof activity ©

but it has served its purpose in
placating the NC supporters
among the 300 who signed a
petition demanding a debate
and the 200 who camealong tc
theGay YSfringe meetingat the
last conference.

A single workshop, which
doesn’t even have a gay activist
on the platform does not consti-
tute a youth movement taking
up the fight for gay and lesbian
rights, but it may bea start.

LINDAJOHNSON,-
London.
 

~The road to Hiroshima
The story starts with the

explosion of knowledge in
physicsinthelate 19thand early
20thcenturies. One element was
Einstein’s theory that.matter
was actually a sort of frozen
energy. In theory at least, mass
could be changed into energy(movementor radiation)with an
incredibly high exchange rate.
As physicist Walter Nernst
wrote in 1921 ‘‘Weare living on
an island of guncotton. But we
have not yet found a match that
willignite it.’’

Another element was Max
Planck’sQuantum Theory which
contradicts our common-sense
understanding of the world but
explains and predicts many odd

_ properties of matterand energy.
These theories gave impetus

to thestudy of thebehaviourand
structure of atoms, which had
already resulted in thediscovery
of the electron in 1897 and the
protonin 1911.

One notable centre for the
study of atomic physics in the
1920s was the University of
Gottingen in Germany, under
professors Max Born and JamesFranck. Among the many
brilliant physicists who studied
there was one Robert Oppen-
heimer.

The thirdelementin the story
is the politics of the 1930s. The
risé and spread of Nazism and
Fascism resulted in the exile of
the cream of the world’s
physicists from Germany and
Central Europe. The majority
wentto theUS.

Gottingen was destroyed as a
research centre by the loss of
the Jews Born and Franck. The
surviving physicists were split
by the battle between ‘‘German
physics’’ and the ‘‘Jewish”’
physics of JEinstein. The
“‘modern’’ physicists in Ger-
many were even attacked as
‘‘whiteJews’’.

In 1982 James Chadwick
made a key discovery in the
story of theBomb — the neutron
—

thethird type of particle that
poe

 
The story of the nuclear bomb,as recountediin Robert
Jungk’s: “Brighter than a thousandsuns’

.  
goes to makeup atoms.

The neutron can pass easily
into the nucleus of an atom,
unlike an unattached proton,
and can make it unstable
(radioactive)or even cause it to
split. It is therefore the key to
nuclear fission. Though Ruther-
ford, thefirst to change oneele-
mentinto another, pooh-poohed
talk of using the neutron to
release the enormous energy
locked up in atoms, the Hungar-
ian Leo Szilardrealised thatif an

_element could be found to give
out two neutrons on absorbing
one, then a chain reaction could
be started to release atomic
energy.

First, physicists bombarded
light atoms with the newly dis-
covered neutrons, but from 1934
theytried bombarding uranium,
the heaviest natural element, to
see if theycould make new and
heavierelements. :

Irene Joliot-Curiein Paris was
doing this experiment-when she.
found she was consistently

,getting odd results. Ida
Noddack, a German chemist,
had previously suggested that
uranium might. disintegrate
instead of just getting larger
when struck by neutrons. In
1938, Lise Meitner correctly
interpreted ' Joliot-Curie’s
results. Meitner, a non-Aryan
refugee from Nazi Austria, real-
ised thatfission had taken place.

On hearing this, Szilard.con-
firmed that surplus neutrons
were produced during fission
and hencethata chain reaction
was possible. He tried’ to per-
suade feff6w-scientists to stop
publishing further results and

--when this failed, in 1939, ‘he: | -

SCIENCE
By Les Hearn

 changed his approach.
Misunderstandings caused

physicists outside Germany to
fear that Hitler was proceeding
full-speed towards the A-bomb
and Szilard helped organise an
appeal, signéd by Einstein, to
the US President. America was
to build an A-bombto pre-empt
Nazi Germany who would have
no scruples about using such a
weapon. Ultimately it was
‘‘democratic’’ America which
lackedthescruples.

Germany did not even try to
construct the Bomb due to the
loss of many exiled physicists;
the poor organisation -

of
research by: the Nazis; and the
attitudes of theremaining physi-
cists. The Nazis did not under-
stand the possibilities of
uranium fission and the physi-
cists were not keen to enlight-
en them.

Incidentally, Russia might
have achieved the Bomb first
had Stalin not decided that all
foreign physicistsin Russia were
spies. .

Meanwhile the Manhattan
Project wasinitiated, under the
military control of General
Leslie Groves, with the
Gottingen graduate Robert

Oppenheimeras scientificdirec-
tor from 1943 at the Los Alamos
Laboratory in New Mexico.

Jungk describes in detail the
scientific triumph and moral
failure of Oppenheimer. A
former socialist, he became a
willing and uncritical tool of
American imperialism but was
cynically destroyed in the anti-
communist hysteria of
1950s.

To thedisappointment of the

me enc hee

the |

 
US military, the Germans
surrendered -before the bomb
was ready. An atomic physicist
working with the US? Army,
Sam Goudsmit, established that
the Germans were at least two
years behind the Americans in
developing the Bomb. Though
this informationwas top secret,
it still got back to Los Alamos,
where the scientists found that

|

theirjustificationfor workingon
thebomb had gone. The major-
ity were in favour of finishing
their work but against bombing
Japan.

Groves on theother handset
up a study group to work out
where to drop the Bomb.It was
to be a target with military

importance and lots of housesand buildings nearby ‘which
would be susceptible to blast
and fire damage. The built-up
area was to be about a mile in
radius.

In addition the target was to
have been spared previous
bombing so the Americans
could see exactly what damage
an A-Bomb would do and the
bombwastobe dropped without
warning.

It was at this stage that the
Franck Report was presented to
the Secretary of War. This
prophetic document pointed out
that there was no effective
defence against A-bombs; that
failing international agreement
and cooperation, use of the
Bomb on Japan would start. an
extremely dangerous arms race
as the bomb could not be kept
secret.

Finally Franck,. Sziland and
the other authors pleaded that
the Bomb be demonstrated to
the Japanese on an uninhabited
island, to encourage surrender ~

withoutfurtherbloodshed.
Nevertheless, 38 years ago

this month, two A-Bombs were
dropped andtheWorld continues
to live with the aweful conse-

’ quences.
‘Brighter than a thousand

suns’ by Robert Jungk is pub-
lished by Penguinat £2.25.
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Pickets can win thisfight
How long has Sacomando
[the -factory’s owner] been
runningthisplace?

For about 24% years. He used
to run a factory in. Corbett
Street. He told us he moved out
of that one because he needed
bigger premises. But at one of
the Labour Party branches we
were speaking at last week, the

.

local councillor told us that in
fact his old factory got shut
down for breachinghealth regu-
lations.

.

By all accounts this place isn’t
much better.Is it true thatgreen
mould used to grow on the walls
in here?

Hive-off
battle

|

WORKERShave staged a one-
week strike at Edinburgh Dis-
trict Council Cleansing Depart-
ment’s. spanking new £3 million
maintenanceworkshop. The dis-
pute is about jobs being hived
off to private firms.

Normally ali running repairs
are carried out by the Depart-
ment’s direct workforce. Only
specialised’ repairs, warranty
and excessive damage are sub-
contractedout.

On Wednesday’ August 3,
seven running repairs were sent
outto private firms; thenext day
six trucks. The stewards for the
craft ‘unions in the workshop
went to management. and told
them that if another truck was
sent out they would call a shop
meeting and recommend indus-
trial action.

The next day, Friday, man-
agement ‘called their bluff. A
mass meeting voted overwhelm-inglyto strike.

On:Monday 8th,theLeader of
the Council's minority Labour
Group set up a meeting with

Yes. We were meant to clean
it off, but you never had time to
clean it all, and it would grow
again. The bird droppings were
really bad as well. At night it
was like an aviaryin there.
There were more sparrows in

. therethanout here.

the stewards andLabour Coun- -

cillors. Meanwhilethe strike has
not been ‘madeofficial. It was
proving difficult to get in touch
withtheunionofficials.

On Friday August 12 a mass -

meeting voted unanimously to
return to work on Monday 15th,
after the Director of Cleansing
gave a- verbal agreement of
status quo and the union full-
tmers promised they would
seek an carlymeetingwithhim.

While waiting to see what
cceses of that. a promising
wverze of MGUY now is to
Mspect che Socas of the Depart-
=Dexrc.

Council seco «ace placemex Mer wee 2 Seroceny eegemseenc
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Shipyards

THE STRIKEfor union recog-
- nition, reinstatementof the nine

sacked workers, and better
working conditions at the
Carousel wafer factory in the

' East. End of Glasgow is now

Has the Environmental Health
_been down since the strikebegan?

Yes, but the inspector didn’t
let us know anything. He just
mumbled something about him
having three weeks to clean the
placeup.

Supposing
Health shut this place down as

Environmental|

well, Would you regard thatasa
|

victory, even thoughyou’d be
out of a job?Sacomando has to acceptus
back and accept the union.

.
Otherwise we’ll shut himdown,
Environmental Health or not.
Now it’s between him and us.
We'llonly go back if we win, so
if he doesn’t accept the union

nearlya monthold.
'_ Stan Crooke talked to Carol

‘Rodger, Andrew Patton, Chris-
- tine Millerand Marie McIntyre.

it’ll bea victory if he gets shut
down.

What impact has the picketing
had?

.Quite good. Enbisco, one of
the biggest customers has
stopped collecting, and the pig
bins aren’t collected either. The
mailhas been stopped so he has
to go andcollect it himself.

But the scabs are still going
in, though some of the peopleturning up for an interview havegone“away again. And his own
 Knives are out
forClyde yard

‘WITH THE announcement
of British Shipbuilders losing
£117 millions in the last
financial year, the knives are
out for the Scott Lithgow

on the Lower
Clyde. -

Over half the losses, £66
millions, were run up at Scott
Lithgow, an average of £12,500
per person employed there.
Since ‘nationalisation in 1977,
the total deficit of the yards
amounts to £158 millions.

The publication of these
figures: was the signal for the
un-leashing of a wildcampaign
against the workers at the
yard. In the Commons, Norman
Lamont, the Tory minister forshipping, attacked the yard’s
‘very poor performance’ and
warned of the need for ‘a
very remarkable improvement’
if theyard wasto survive.

But this was tame stuff
compared with the venemousattacks of Sir Robert Atkinson,
chair of British Shipbuilders.
The ‘5,000 deaf men’ at the
yards, he claimed, ‘had let
the corporation down, let the
nation down, and let them-
selves down’.

Foul imaves indeed. But
this was not the end of their
evil ways. The Prime Mini-
ster had lent over backward
zc belp the yard. but ‘the
yarc’s performance has let 

Join the Labour Committee onIreland.
BMBox 5355, London WCIN 3XX

‘=aeeoe sacked. *

Mrs. Thatcher down’!
Off with their heads, I hear

SO. readers cry in unison.
Unfortunately though, the
Tories lost the attempt to
re-introduce the death pen-
alty. So British Shipbuilders
are going to do the next best
thing: sackthelot of them.

.
Even before the announce-

ment of the latest losses, BS
had been calling for 2,000
voluntary redundancies in the
yard. .The wild attacks which
have accompanied the announ-
cements of the losses can only
be a preface either to completeclosure of trimming the yard’8
workforcedown to thebone.The response of STUC
General Secretary Jimmy
Milneto all this is no response
at all. His ‘solution’ is that
civilian yards like Scott Lith-
gow should be allowed to
build warships: ‘They did
it in wartime and there is
no reason why they can’t
do it again’.Presumably he would there-
fore regard another Falklands
foray as a large-scale job-
creation scheme.

The response from the shop
stewards committee within
the yards has been no better.
Judging by the attacks of
convenor Duncan McNeil on
unfair competition by the
Japanese and Koreans, he
seems to believe that it still
is wartime!

Whilst rightly condemningthe anarchistic way in which
the yards switched from mer-
chact skipping to oil-rig pro-
saumoc. McNeil has also
sacec We are not asking
fre g Sartmer scbsicy. We want
w marc <= sor own feet and
be profmabie'. Even the likes
of Ted Heath ditched thar
idea years ago.

A more positive response
to management attacks was
displayed by the 200 plumb-
ers and craftsmen who went
on strike at the yards on the
eve of the announcement
of the losses. Within twenty-
four hours though their own
union officials had forced
themto return to work.

But it is only through inde-
pendent class action in the
form of strikes and occupa-
tions, not making endless
sacrifices for the benefit of
the profit margins, that jobs
at Scott Lithgow and through-
out British Shipbuilderscan

we a ee

 

drivers are -still making deliver-
ies, though not as many asusual.
What’s been the attitude of the
police to thepicketing?

They came down thismorning
and ‘said that if Sacomando:.
phoned them one more time to
complain about us, thenthey’d
come down on uslike a tonof
bricks.

We've been stopped from
using the megaphone, and we
can’t call the scabs ‘scabs’ or
‘blacklegs’ ‘anymore. All we’re
supposed to do is ask them not
to cross thepicketline.

How about the reaction of the
scabs themselves?

They’ve generally ignored us.
Oneor twostop to chatto us, but
in the end they still go in.
They’re just.a bunch of pains in
the arse.

How much support are you
getting now from trade unions,
theLabour Party and so on?
* We're getting better support
all the time. We’ve had money
coming in from different union
and Labour Party branches.

We've had people down on
the picket line from hospitals,
the mines, the shipyards, the
District Council and other
places.And we’ve been asked to
speak at a lot of meetings
as well.

.
Have you had any contact with
Sacomando since the strike
began?No, but David Marshall, the
local MP, was in seeing him
yesterday. Sacomando told him
that we were just a few stupid
kids, that everyone else in the
factory was happy,
could pick up £90 a week in
there. But there’s no way that’s
possible. Two TGWU_ full-
timers were in today, but he

and you.

neversaid anythingabout taking
us all back or recognising the
union.°

What support-are you lookingfor?
We want mass pickets, we

want as many people down here
as possible, and also financial
donations. That way—he’ll
change his mind as .quickly as
possible.- ‘

Because most of Carousel’s
suppliers and customers are
non-union firms, effective
picketing is of crucial import-
ance to winningthedispute. The
recent TGWU nationa] confer-
ence committed the. union to
defiance of Tebbit’s anti-picket-
ing laws. Let’s doit!

Apart from urging their mem-
bers to support the - picketing
anyway, local TGWU branches
should be sending motions to
the Glasgow District Committee
and Glasgow Trades Council
demandingthattheycall days of
actionfor masspicketing.

Defend
S&K 2

THE WORKERSat Sandharand
Kang wholesale warehouse in —

Birmingham are now entering
theirseventhweekon strike.

Basically, the dispute is in
defence of tradé union organisa-
tion — won after a month-long
strike last June. Six weeks ago,
S&K sold off. the dispatch
departmemtn,which also meant
the transfer of the T&G section
steward. and another “union
member.

An added twist is that the:
company that has bought the

.department — Euro Packing —

is itself owned by the husband
of S&K’s accountant.

The 23 Asian strikers are
determined to stay out until
their two workmates are rein-.-
stated as S&K employees...

Messages and .donations to:
S&K strike fund, TGWU, 211

_

Broad St, Birmingham B15.
 Tops for speed-up
ACCORDING to the Financial
Times,BL now claimsto be near
the top of the European car
manufacturers’ productivity
league.

_

Austin Rover, an internal
circular says, produces 13 cars
per employeeper year. Ahead is
the.GermanOpel at 16 cars peremployee year. Citroen and Fiat
are presumedto lie around theninecars mark.

These figures are only guesti-
mates. Few companies disclosedetailed productivity figure:
There are ‘‘hidden extras’totoo.
Cross company comparisons
assumelike-for-likeproduction.

But figures from a single com-
pany across a numberof years
do show real changes in produc-tivity.

In 1979 output was 5.9 cars
per employee year. In 1980 —

it was only up to 6.2 cars but by
1982, when Edwardes had
settled in, it had risen to 10.1

-

cars.
Explainingthenew productiv-"

ity rise, BL and the FT see
highlyautomated machinery as
secondary to Edwardes’ influ-
ence. Edwardes transformed
workingpractices and increased
the rate of exploitation of BL
workers. Productivity is up, but
wages aren’t.

Rail: union unity needed
WITH the recent acceptance
at the Railway Staff Joint
Council of a common date for
theback-paymentof the ‘award’
for flexible rosters, the resis-
tance of ASLEF to variable
rostering has’ wound down to
its bitterconclusion.

The agreement, so far only
in principle, allows. for the
50p per shift payment to be
paid retroactively from January
3rd 1983. Flexible rostering
will come in under the terms
of a national agreement to
be reached in time for the
introduction of the new time-
table in October.

A close examination of
the deal reflects the enor-
mous divisions and confusion
that have been created in
the union since the enforce-
ment of variable rosters follow-
ing the TUC sell-out virtually
a year ago to theday.

At that time, flexi-rosters
were to be introduced following
local negotiations. e policy
of the ASLEF EC was to ‘ob-
sruct’ the introduction of the
rosters®*and thereby to dem-
onstrate. im some way. to
the BRB. that they would
not work. In reality this policy
placed the entire responsi-
bility for the resistance to
flexible rostering at local
level.

At many smaiier depots,
the new rosters were imposedin a climate of fear and since
the ASLEF EC were not pre-pared to offer any tangible
support to these depots, vari-
able rosters were speedily
introduced.

The other side of the coin
was the position that strongdepots found themselves in.
Having observed ASLEFpolicy

_tothe: letter: ‘and=‘obstructed
ee ee me ed we

Steve Good reports on a
bitter end to the flexi-
rosters battle.
the rosters by disputing inter-
pretations of the guidelines
in the McCarthy report with
local management, the strongerdepots became-increasinglyisolatedin thebattle.

The result is that now only
40 depots out of around 270
on BR,. are not working to
flexiblerostering. s

Even the common. date
for backpayment for variable
rosters is a sham. All depots
will receive their backdated
from January 3rd, but depots
that accepted the rosters
before that date will receive
in addition a ‘lump-sum pay-
ment’. In other words there
are two separate backdated
payments, and some depots
will only receive one of these
payments. Theyare,of course,
the depots who observed the
policyof thetrade union!

This situation has obviously
caused great bitterness. The
inadequate and equivocal
policy of the EC, providing
no national back-up for the
depots fighting the new rosters,
has resulted in those depots
actually being penalised for
supporting Trade Union policy.

The ASLEF EC are adopting
a ‘blame the membership’
stance. Having created a situa-
tion where it was inevitable
that resistance to variable
rostering would collapse in the
face of a hardline, confident
local management, and having
failed to give a lead in defence
of the depots in the frontline
they not turn around and
blame the membership for this
shambles, A membership“that stuck out six weeks

_
of

_

overcome.

- offer

Sw ee Oe we ee wk

industrial action last year
under

|
extremely difficult

conditions.
ASLEF’s EC intend to con-.

clude a_ national agreementfor the rosters in less than
8 weeks. This, .under- condi-
tions where depots such as“King’s Cross in line with
union policy have amassed
up to 40 separate grievances
on their_interpretation——of
the safeguards produced
under McCarthy’s original
report.

| Any agreement made
by the EC in the short time
available will inevitably sweepthese grievances under the
carpet. oe .

Add to that, the Soard’s
stated intention not to pay

the ‘backdated to. any depotwhich has not agreed to the
introduction. of the rosters by
October, and you complete
the picture,of a ‘catastrophiccapitulation by theleadership.

It is clearnow thatthe produc-
tivity initiatives of the BRB
have not been leading to more
investment in~ the railway,
such as electrification. The
Tories have seized. on the
BRB’s attack on railway jobs
and conditions as the founda-
tion for privatisation. Indeed,
‘tenders have already been
made by private capitalists *-

for certain lines.
-The defeatism of the ASLEF

EC and the mood of. defeat
they are spreading must be

The recent devel-
opments over the Federation
between the NUR and ASLEF

the possibility .to do
just that.- Local ASLEF and
NUR branches should seize
upon this opportunity to build
local branches of the Fed-
eration to prepare for the

©defence oftherailwayindustry...
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An openletter
to the ‘Militant’

Comrades, you have accused
fellow. socialists — in particu-
lar supporters - of Socialist
Organiser — of witch-hunting
you in Coventry South. EastLabourParty.

This accusation stems from
resolutions passed at the GMC
of that constituency on July 20.
These resolutions were critical
of theroleof Militant supporters
in the recent successful General
Election campaign in Coventry
SE, in which Dave Nellist, a

|supporter of Militant,
elected MP.

.

‘Comrades, you have made a-
very serious allegation, one
which requires a serious and
detailedanswer. Let us examine
what actually happened before,
during andafter thatcampaign.

Comrade Nellist had been
selected as Parliamentary can-
didate a good 18 months before
the election. The whole of the
Left in the constituency (the
right-wing is very marginal-
ised, primarily in one Ward —

St. Michaels) rallied firmly
roundhim as candidate.

was

Fuel
Of course the local and

national press witch-hunted
Nellist. The witch-hunt in the
Labour Party was also gaining
momentum.

What you did "during the
election campaign could only
help fuel thatwitch-hunt.

Constituency activists, even
some who were—politically
sympathetic to Militant, were
cut out of decision-making and
even out of many as of the
campaign itself! And this was
not accidental. Constituency
officers were deliberately mis-
ted by the candidate and his
Agent, Tom Smith (also one of
your supporters). Party activists
were lied to. They were often
denied access to canvassing.
They were denied an input into
the content of the election leaf-
lets. The list could go on. All ©

non-Militant activists in the
Constituency have their own
horrorstories.

Ward
Let us take theexample of the

Left in St. Michaels Ward. This
is themost solid Labour Ward in .

Coventry SE. There were no
Militantsupporters.in the Ward,
but there are a number of ”

Socialist Organiser. supporters
who had beencentral in building
a Left up to 80-strong over the
last few years. This had led toa

‘battle with the
Right, involvingAnnual General
Meetings of more than 120. The
Right are holdingon by the skinof theirteeth.

>

The socialists in the Ward
wanted a local Committee
Room. Many of our members
are unemployed and very few
have transport. But our request
was initially resisted: by Com-
rade Smith as Agent. He had
unilaterally decided that can-

-vassing of St Michaels Ward
should be done from the Coven-
try Labour Party offices two
miles away. The evidence indi-
cates thisdecision was taken for-
twointerconnectedreasons:

Priority
a) to allow Militant supporters
from all over the country priority
access to canvassing,etc.

b) to artificiallykeep controlof
the campaign in the hands of
your supporters, excluding the
activistsin theWard itself.

The problems did not end
when Comrade Smithfinallydid
agree;under pressure, to allow
a Committee Room in the Ward.
Your comrades alleged that no
local Ward members were will-
ing to canvass. Led by Socialist
Organiser _— supporters, St

- Michaels Ward members then -

gave a commitment to organise
a daily contingent from our
Committee Rooms. We more
than‘ honoured this commit-
ment. Between ten and twenty
Ward members were available
each night, but canvass cards
werestillwithheld, or issued in
inadequatenumbers.

Comrades were on occasions
told thatno canvass cards were
available,. only to leave the
Committee Rooms and see car-
loads of Militant supporters

‘from outside the Ward canvass-
ing nearbystreets.

Full-timers
Full-time Militant supporters,

many from outside Coventry,
tookan arrogant ‘we know best’
attitude, treating Ward mem-
bers with contempt. They
ignored local advice in dealing
with sensitive areas, language
difficultiesfor example.

Even if your accusation that
local Labour Party members
were unwilling to canvass were
true (andit isn’t!) would that in’
the circumstances. be —surpris-
ing?

.As it was, Socialist Organiser
comrades spent a good: deal of
our time during the campaign
persuading disillusioned Ward
and Constituency members to
stay in thecampaign.

If we need to

—
further

prove our point let us
tell you that in St. Michaels
Wardduringandsince theelec-
tion, the Left (not supporters of
Militant), despite the way. the
campaign was organised, have
recruited 38 new socialist
membersto the Ward. Hardly a
sign of inactivityon our part!

‘

 
At the recent YS summer campand in Labour Parties through-
out the country Militant supporters have accused supporters of
Socialist Organiser in Coventry SE, whose MP is Militant sup-
porter Dave Nellist, of witch-hunting Militantthere. Richard
Paine, Nick Lawrence and Judith Bonnerreply to this libel in an

openletter’
 

Such experiences were not
limited to St Michaels Ward.
Nor did the methods of your
supporters go unchallenged

‘elsewhere. Complaints were
initially ignored. There was
growingantagonismtowards the
handling of the campaign from
the vast majority of Constituen-
cyactivists.But Party members,
despite this, continued to unite,
in whatevertheywere allowed to
do, behindthecampaign.

In the end, even someof your }

own comrades accepted the
criticisms, Comrade Smith in
particular.-

_

Nellist
Both he and Comrade Nellist

ended up arguing that other
Party members should forget
the problems during the cam-
paign and then take them up
after theelection. Memberstook
thissuggestion in good faith.

As your own supporters hadagreed, after the election it was
up to the entire Left in the Con-
stituency to decide what it
wanted to say and do about the
appalling manner in which the
Campaign had beenrun.

Weall thought it would be
dealt withTMwithin the Constit-
uency Broad Left (BL), rather
than allow the small right wing
the chance to use the occasion
for theirown witch-hunting pur-
poses and thus risk fuelling the
press witch-huntof Militant.

A Broad Left meeting was

_

called to. discuss the - election
campaign.

Militant’ supporters .
were

informed well in advance and
asked to be there. They agreed.
In the event none of your sup-
porters turned up. In comment-
ing later, they eaid that if Party
activists wanted to discuss the
handling of the campaign, then
they should do it at the Constit-
uency GMC.It was your choice.

The resolution passed almost
- unanimously by the very large

Broad Left meeting thus became
— in effect at your comrades”
suggestion — a modelresolution
from three of the four wards to
theGMC.

These resolutions specifically
reaffirmed CLP policy against
witch-hunts!

In the fourth Ward, right-
_wing dominated St Michaels,
Socialist. Organiser supporters
persuaded some others on the
Left: that a similar resolution
should not be put because it
would create a witch-hunting
opportunity for the right wing

mag Weal in thatWard.
Wealso felt the other resolu-

tions as theystood were in someAGAINST THEtseceesese
‘“‘outsideunaccountableorganis-

Join LABOUR AGAINST THE WITCHHUNT
Membership-opento Constituency Labour
Parties, trade union organisations, Labour

Party affiliates,and individuals.
Fee.CLPs and unions £10, wards £5, indivi-
duals and other organisations £3. Write to-

LAW,11 Wilderton Road, London N16.

BUcutsid theycould be construed
as witch-hunting, and theyBf missed the point anyway. The
problem isn’t ‘‘outside

.
un-

i accountableorganisations’. We
are in favour efsocialist groupsHf and organisations being in the

i Labour Party, or at least affilia-
ted to it. The problem in Coven-
ry SE was that supporters of

i Militant didn’t abide by the
f norms of socialist democracy.

instead you behaved likeWt sectarians towards other mem-
bersof thelocal Labour Party.

So at the GMC on July 20 we

moved amendments (reprintedelsewhere). Our amendments to.
two of the resolutions were
passed. To the third they
.weren’t and -our comrades
accordingly didn’t vote ‘for the
resolution.

__When: someindividual(s) (as
yet unidentified)later leaked the
original resolutions to the press,
thewitch-huntingscribespicked
out (as we had feared) the very
phrases whose deletion we had
moved.

Your comrades have. since
accused us. of putting the
amendments to ease our con-
sciences. We think it is down-

.

right arrogant of you to imagine
that our motives are modelled
on your own methods of oper-
ating. Our political reasons are
explainedabove.

You have also accusedus of
lining up withtheright. wing. In
fact it was your own comrades
wholinedupwiththe right-wing
in voting against the amend-
ments on the GMC! Whatextra-
ordinary behaviour! :

We,and the largemajority of
Constituency activists, were
simply not prepared to let the
matter rest. Why should we?
Socialists have been struggling
for democracy and accounta-
bility in the labour movement
over the years. To suggest that
we should then turn a blind eye

|

to the: plainly anti-democratic
behaviourof your supporters in
a General Election campaign is
an insult to those socialists and
theirstruggle.

If you believe that. shouting
‘Witch-hunt!’ will let you off the
hookevery time yourtacticsare
criticised, thenyou are wrong.

Once the issue went to the.
Constituency GMC there was a
bigchanceit would be leaked to
the bosses’ press. But we can’t
simply abstain from discussing
vital issues of accountability
(local or national) just because
the press might~ get hold of
them.

And thefactthatit went to the
GMCin thefirst place was your
responsibility.

Wehave described the facts
of the matter. We regret it was
necessary to ~aste our time on
doing so. But your accusations
require an answer.

We have shown that your
accusations are totally unfoun-
ded. Your attitude to accounta-
bility is quite inexcusable.
Worse, your comrades have
drawn unnecessary attention to
a matterwhichshould have been
quickly dealt with within the
Coventry SE Broad Left. .

In choosing to act this way,
you have diverted attention
away from whatwas,despite the
way the Campaign was run, a
very good election campaign.
You, for ‘whatever .obscure,
sectarian reason, would

.
like

people to forget the resolution
unanimouslypassed at thesame
GMCpraising the Campaign —

the large-scale leafietting and
canvassing,thefactorygate and
publicmeetings,etc.

And are you really seriously
questioning the SE CLP’s atti- -

tude to thewitch-hunt, or thatof
Socialist Organiser? The Con-
stituency attitude is crystal

,
.

Socialist Organiser, 18 August 1983 Page 15 
Dave Nellist
clear — total opposition.

Only at the CLP EC meeting
last Wednesday (10 August) this
wasillustrated once again. The
letter from the NEC instructing
Party organisations to refuse
facilities to Militant was. read
out. A Socialist Organiser sup-
porter on the EC movedthatthe
EC recommendto the GMC that
the secretary reply, stating the
CLP notes the comments and
refuses to complywiththem.

Accusation

This was passed by the EC
with only one dissenter, and
only because he felt the NEC
letter should be put in the bin
and just ignored! And_yet
according to you we are witch-
hunters! Comrades, you know
your accusations are without
foundation.

Your accusations can only be
a scurrilous muckraking attack
on Socialist Organiser. We
demand an unreserved apology
from you and a withdrawal of
your unfoundedaccusations.

Finally let us say that in our
opinion there are deeper issues
that lie behind these events —

issues that fundamentally ques-
tion your paper’spolitics.

  

Whatis it about the politics of
Militant which makes you
‘unable to work as a minority
tendency within a broad cam-
paign? Are you afraidofpolitical
defeat? Your unwillingness to
take’ part in political discussion
in the Coventry SE CLP over the
past18 monthshasbeenplain.

When we have had political
discussion — our attitude to
Palestine and_ affiliation to

~Labour Against the Witch-hunt
spring to mind — your point. of

- viewhas beendefeated. Are youtying to avoid further political
eats by riding roughshod

over your fellow socialists? We
believe.so.

Ask yourselves, too, what
your actions during the cam-
paign say about Militant’s view
of workers’ democracy.

Comrades, you are fond of
avoiding debate by saying that
your conception of socialism is
different from that of Socialist
Organiser. We think you are
right. For you, workers’ demo-
cracy is okay, as long as your
viewsare accepted.

Webelievethat the relation-
ship of revolutionaries to the
working class is very different
to that. The recent events in
Coventry SE illustrate thatonly
too well.

The resolutions
We, the Coventry South East Con-
stituency Labour Party, are glad
at the victory of our Candidate at
the recent General Election, and
we congratulate Dave Nellist. Also
we would like to re-affirm our
strong opposition to all the witch

- hunts and proscriptions that have
occured recently in the Labour
Party. We re-affirm our support
for all socialists in our Party. We
deplore, however, the conduct of
Dave Nellist and his Election
Agent, Tom Smith in certain
Particular aspects of the recent
Election Campaign.

In defiance of long-established
custom and practice it is felt that
they organised a campaign that
excluded deliberately local’ con-
-stituency membersand theirward
organisations. In their place full-
timers and others from the
Militant Tendency and

_
the

Labour Party Young Socialists
from other parts of the country
were used by the Candidate and
his agent to organise the election
campaign.

To our minds there can be no
excuse for the imposition of an
outside, and locally unaccount-
able, organisation on our constit-
uency’s campaign. We feel that
the Candidate’s and his Agent’s
actionswere:

1) In flagrant breach of the
Party’s Rules.

2) In total. disregard of the
wishes of the majority of the
constituency membership.

3) An insult to many of the
candidate’s friendsandsupporters
who selected him as a candidate
in thefirst place.

4) In contravention of the

 
;that he would reflect the wishes
and policies of the South East
CLP.

Wethereforedemand:
a) An immediate and unequiv- |

ocal apology from the Candidate
for his behaviour in this aspect of
the campaign.

b) The resignation of the
Agent as soon.as he has fulfilled
his legal commitments for this
General Election.

ec) An undertaking from the
candidate that he will never again
allow any organisation other than
the South East CLP and its con-
stituent wards and affiliated
organisations to be the main
organisers of. any campaign in
@onjunctionwith himself and his
future agent.

d) That the candidate reaffirm
that he will work in accord with

‘his CLP’s democratically decided
policies.

Lower Stoke Labour Party
Amendments moved by SO sup-
porters.

,Socialist Organiser supporters
suceessfully amended this resolu-
tion as follows:
Delete: reference ‘to ‘outside,
and locally unaccountable, organ-
isation’.
Delete: reference to ‘full-timers
and others’.
Delete: (1) In flagrant breach of
the Party’s rules.’
Insert. instead: “Party members
not accountable to the‘ constit-
uency effectively controlled the
campaign.’

Similar amendments were
moved by SO supporters to the

_
other resolutions on this subject —

understanding between the candi- at the same GMC meeting. |

date andthe General Committee v- J
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_troyed workers’

WORKERS at Michelin’s Stoke
plant: have won a massive victory
over management. After four
weeks on strike, the workers
crushed management’s attempt to
introduce speed-up and four-shift
working, which would have des-

social lives and
contrary to managemerit claims,
would have resulted in a reduc-
tion in earnings.

On Monday 8 August, at a

- EM.
Y

- by ArthurBough
mass meeting at Stoke Town
Hall, striking workers cheered and
clapped as their full time official
announced that the proposals had
been unconditionally withdrawn
by management, and that they
had capitulated on all points in
dispute.

Asa sign of their strength and

AUGUSTFUND = TOO SLOW!
Group Monthly July Percent Target by

: target October 31
Glasgow 40 62 155% 120
Edinburgh 40 10 25% 120
Rochdale 10 - 30
Manchester 40 - 120
Stockport 10 - 30
Wirral 30 st

:

90
Liverpool 25 6.95 28% 75
Hyndbum 5 - 15
Stoke 20 20 100% 60
Huddersfield 10 - 30
Dasbam 15 45

suns 15 : : 45
Sree 40 42 105% 120
aul 4) - 120
Suita: 9 - 30
* ox = ay 100% 60
far uh 3 30% 30
Senet a. sy 1257 120
Tween S. ll 14% 240
Lascesner it 23 2397 ®
Nertamginc 67 O10 - Mw
NoTrmzham 10 - 30
Onford 110 55 50% 330
Basingstoke 30 - 90
Cardiff 20, - 60
N.W London 30 39.61 132% 90
Hackney 45 22 49% 135
Haringey 25 : - 715
Hounslow 30 62.50 208% 90 -

idington 45 67.50 150%
|

135
S.E.London 25 50 200%. 35
East London 30 o. 90
Southwark;L.* 45 63 140% 135
Others 71.89
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new-icrand confidence, the work-—
ers also voted to give full support
to any other group of workers on
the plant threatened with the
introduction of new workingcon-
ditions.

Workers at the plant were
‘undernoillusionsas to why they
had won. They confidently stated
that the victory was due to their
determination rather than _the

THE final tally for July is
shown below. So far for Aug-
ust we’ve got £145.59 — not
a very goodstart, especially

. given thatwe’re offering local
groups a discount on back
debts if they clear. them
promptly by fund-raising
before September 17.

Thanks so
far
Tbanks to: Halifax £ic

Wl Adams £13: Jim Denham
£5: Tom Cashman £1: Oxford
jumble sale £30.49: Ricky
Houston £5: Nottingham
(Alan Simpson, Joe and Matt)
£7.50; Glasgow £15.50;
Sheffield (John Cunningham,
Ros Makin, Mick Sidaway

‘and others) £8.10; Haringey
supporter £50.

Send money to: The
Treasurer, 214 Sickert Court,
London NI 2SY.

Puciished by the Socialist Organiser Alliance, 28 Middle Lane, London N8. Printed by East End Offset (TU).
Rezistered as a newspaper at the Post Office. Signedarticlesdo not necessarilyreflect the views of the SOA.
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“contribution of their -full time
union Official.

Indeed many workers, before
the mass meeting, came up to
Socialist Organiser supporters
having read an SO leaflet which
warned of the dangerofa sell-out,
to say how much they agreed
with its content.

Such expectations were. foun-
ded on the performance of the
union bureaucrats during the
period of the strike. It took them
three weeks to make the:strike
official, thus depriving strikers
not only of strike pay but of
official support for blacking and
solidarity strikes.

Such official backing wasvital.
given the conditions in the plant. —

Another, smallers section of the
plant, the Retread or DCP, had
been forced to accept the new
shifts last February. Feeling con-
fident, management attempted to
bring the newshifts into the light-
weight and heavyweight produc-
tion departments which cmploy
1,100 out of the total 6,000 at

.the factory.
They. obviously believed ’ that

this section, too, could be isolated
and forced to accept the new con-
ditions.

Whilst the strike remained un-
official, the branch officiats from
the production department were
forced into a situation of taking
on the Michelin management on
their own, for fear that including
any other unaffected departments

 WM ans wore, we vid tayo resulted

Sections

Fhey were forced to attempt
to win the support und sympathy
af these other sections during the
course of the strike.

It was for that reason that
initially. no pickets were mounted
on the gates and that when
pickets were deployed their inten-
tion was to stop the movement of

 
material into the plant and tyres
out of the huge distribution ware-
house.

Clock
When picketing did begin, it

did not take long for the workers
to realise the usefulness of mass
pickets and within a couple. of
days, between40 and 50 pickets
were stationed on most gates,
picketing round the clock.

In the last week ofthe strike,
support for the workers flooded
in. Telexes were sent from
Michelin workers in Holland and
in France, pledging their support.

Letters of support also came
from local Labour Parties. This
support did not go unnoticed by
workers at the plant, who after
their jubilant mass meeting
thanked Socialist Organiser sup-
porters for their support on the
‘picket line.

As one worker pointed out as
he left the meeting, “Now that we
are on. top, -we’ve got to keep
pressure on for the rest of our pay
and conditions negotiations.”

Blow

‘Such an attitude is vital
because the possibility of some
kind of deal over-new working
conditions in the future was hin-
ted at by TGWU National Officer
John Miller in a statement to the
local newspaper.

Already workers at the”
Simple, factory owned by Tube
Investments have been forced to
take industrial action to prevent
the introduction of similar shifts
there. ~

In this latest round of the
bosses’ offensive against pay and
conditions, the Michelin workers
have struck a great blowfor the
working class. It is up to the
labour movement to take inspir-
ation and: learn from their vic-

“tory.

 ———e

by Jeremy Corbyn MP |

’

THEdelegation of seven people
from Scotland have been very -

well received by the Sandinistas
and the country is festooned
with posters saying ‘‘Todas los
armas al pueblo’’, the Fourth
Anniversary slogan of the 1979
revolution.

7
’ Contra forces from Honduras

* have killedover 500 Nicaraguan

a

defence forces in the past few
months and the whole country
is on a state of alert against the
possibility of an American
invasion.

Despite the American block-
ade of Nicaragua, there are

” amazing developments in hous-
ing and healthcare for the poor-
est people, including the intro-
duction of minimum and. maxi-
mum wages and the construc-
tion of a very large number of
cheap houses for the homeless |
people. The governmeutis also
attempting to deveiop thermal
energy, and build railways from

- thePacificto theAtlanticcoast.
@? Junta

_

The of thegovernment
. country relies on a junta of three

people, thenine commanders of
.

the revolutionary forces and the
Councilof State of 51 members,

‘who represent the trade unions,
women’s organisations, youth,
the churches andthe private
sector. All proposals for future
changes in the country have to
go beforetheCouncilof State for
‘discussion, including agree-
mentofpluralismin elections as
thére are eleven political
parties, six of whom fought the
revolution.

There is now discussion on
bringing in military service for
the-Nicaraguans, although the
effect of thisis nil as virtually all
Nicaraguans are in local militia

or in the armyin some way.
Each local community has its’
own street committees which
oversee public health,educa-
tion, security and defence
against invasion.

‘The demands that are con-
stantly expressed to us are for
the Americansto lift their milit-
ary and economic blockade and
to withdraw the forces in Hon-
duras, and to send the American ~

fleethome.
We have met the represen-‘tatives of the Council of State

and someof the trade unionists ©

whoall expressed complete sup-
port for the revolution of 1979
and hatred of the Somoza dic-
tatorship and the legacy of -

poverty and misery that has
left. Everyone we have met
expresses hope for the future
and a determination that there
will be decent living standards
for alkassoon as possible.TNextTM‘issueH Because of. the holiday4gpctiod, the next issue of
Socialist Organiser willA appear on September 1,Hreaturing a special supple-Ement for the TUC con-ll

ference on Tebbit’s new fl
Banti-union proposals, plus iEregular national

'
andi

Hinternationalcoverage. —
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