Join the
Labour
Party

THE TUC leader-
ship and the Labour
front bench have
intervened in the civil
servants’ fight for
jobs — to sabotage
it.

For four months 80 DHSS
wurkers in Oxford and
nearly 1,000in Birmingham
have been on  strike
demunding increased staff
to cover increased work.,

Between 1979 and 1982
the number of DHSS staff
went down by 1,600, while
the number of people
receiving  supplementary
allowances increased fram
1.2 million to 2.2 million.

The special squads
devoted to hounding
claimants for alleged fraud
have not gone short — but
cluimants hayve to queue for
hours and wait weeks, or
forever, to get errors or
special claims dealt with.
And hard-pressed  staff
have often borne the brunt
of claimants’ frustration.

Rejected

Twice already the xford
and Birmingham _ strikers
have overwhelmingly
rejected proposals by their
union leaders to accept an
offer of short-term staff
increases  and return to
work. On December 9 a
meeting of DHSS delogates
held after the special pay
conference of the main
urifon  involved, CPSA,
vated for an all-out national
strike from Junuary 17. It
dzcided on a branch consul-
tation to be followed by a
special  conference  on
January 12,

Then just
Christmas the union
leaderships called
oft the c.nsultition,
cancelled the confer-
ence, and recommen-
ded a return to work
on a slightiy moditied
ofter. The SCPS
circular, dated 23
December, explained
that this followed
“initiatives by the
TUC and the interven-
tion of Opposition
spokesmen in discus-
sions that ‘reopened
this week . . ."’

7
before

Name

In whose name were the
TUC and Labour front-
benchers intervening?
Whom did they consult?
Not the rank and file who
pay their salaries and

Socialist

g

by Stephen
Corbishley
and Alan

Stephens

* The story behind
the settlement —
page 15 >

whom they are supposed to
represent!

Oxford CPSA branch
secretary Morag Robertson
told Socialist Organiser:

“I've not been told any-
thing since December 21
from national office about
the results of national
negotiations.””

he Birmingham/Oxford
strike could have become a
rallying point for a fight in
the civﬁ service and the rest
of the public sector against
job cuts and privatisation.
Instead, the militancy is
being squandered. The
strikers are meeoting this
week to consider the recom-
mendation from therr
leaders to return to work.

All the signs are that
while the membership has
been left in the derk, the

‘left'-talking . CPSA and
SCPS leaderships wel-
comed the TUC/Lsbour

. Party intervention into this

dispute. Not a word of
dissent has heen utterad hy
CPSA President and
Militant supporter Kevin
Roddy, who has supported
each previous sellout
attempt .

Pre-empts

Morag Robertson com-
mented: “"The (CPSA)
NEC's decision to suspend
the special conference
totally pre-empts any deci-
sion by the members on
strike. It appears that they
have accepted the offer and
see it as a foregone con-
clusion that we will vote to
return."’ '

The TUC General Coun-
cil was set up in 1921 after
pressure from militants for
a ‘'general staff’’ which
could mobilise the full
forces of the trade union
movement instead of leay-
ing workers' struggles
fragmented. But the cur-
rent “‘general staff’’ does
more to keep struggles
fragmented. s

Consider the recent
record. In  developing
common action, like the
September 22 day of solid-
arity with the NHS workers,

the TUC leaders are slow
and cagey. But repeatedly
they have been guick and
decisive ubout stopping
action.

[ November 1981: TUC
general secretaries went
over the head of the regu-
larly-constituted Joint
Negotinting Committee to
fix up a return to work at
BL.
Ciduly  1982: The: TUC
finance and general pur-
poses coinmittee forces
ASLEF to abandon its

strike: agamst flexible
rostering, even threaten-
ing to expel the train
drivers’ union from the
TUC o it continues the
struggle.

Auvgust 1982: When Fleet
Street electricians decide
to strike in line with
appeals by the TUC to
buck the health wourkers,
TUC Health Service Com-
mittee chairperson Albert
Spanswick advises them to
bhack down in face of legal
threats from the employers,

aniser

Against all bans and proscriptions!

Despite all their talk
about defying Tory anti-
union laws, the TUC
leaders are nowhere to be
seen when electricians’
branc) secretary Sean
Geraghty is taken to court
under these laws.

[ 10ctober 1982; Rank and
file pressure finally pushes
the health union leaders
into a call for indefinite
activn. Thén as soon as the
consultation starts for this
action, they rusn to find a
settlement, in the process

protestors

‘‘disturbing the peace'' al

Peace Camp.

views to the majority.

polls,

dumping every principle
they have proclaimed in the
pay campaign

And the
bench? If it were a matter
of a fight to extend action,
they would be saying: ‘This
is a trade union matter,
we can’t do anything.’ But
now they decide that the
gulf between ‘politics” and
‘trade unionism' is not so
wide after all,

Just like the union lead-
ers, they do it all with no
regard to the viewa and

t
the Greenham Common
nuclear missile site on New
Year's Day, the Sun news-
paper has put forward what
it feels to be a clincher of
an argument against the

The late Canon Collins
of CND fame, points out the
Sun, argued that civil dis-
ohedience was a means for
a minority W dictate its

Plainly the Sun is selec-
tive in its reading of opinion
The most recent
Gallup poll, commissioned
by CND, showed in Novem-

i.abour front’

Majority
movement

AS A further 44 women
appeared in
court facing charges of

ber an overall majority of
the population against
nuclear weapons — Cruise,
Trident and even the exist-
ing Polaris system. The
majority became over-
whelming — over 60% —
amongst women, and s
also higher amongst young
people.

In taking such a stance,
the majority emerge in
opposition both to Tory
pulicies and to the right
wing which dominates
Labour’s NEC.

The struggle against the
arms drive of British and
US imperialism must be 2
struggle for socialist
policies, for mass action
to defeat the Tory govern-
ment, and for a new leader-
ship in the workers' move-
ment.

The more this perspec-
tive is raigsed in the peace
movement, the more real
impact the movement can
have in stopping the war-
mongers.

interests of the. members
they are supposed o
represent. Just like the
union leaders, as a result of
their life in the commities-
rooms and corridors of
power, insulated from the
rank and file, they hsve
come to fear muss mobilis
ation more than anything
else.

The fight for democrecy
and an accountabie leader.
ship needs to be purssed
in every section of the
labour movement.
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Tory minister Boyson

by Dave
Spencer

The US Air Force bomber
base at Upper Heyford,
near Banbury, was closed
down by demonstrators for
the day on December 31.

The authorities claimed
that personnel had been'
given a day’s holiday any-
way, but peace camp mem-
bers reported an unusual
amount of activity the day
heforc with aircraft being
wested taking off until 1 am,

On the 3lst itself, all the
zates were closed and
nothing was happening on
the base, except the patrols
of the military police and
the MoD police cars watch-
ing the demonstrators out-
side, :

Over 14,000 American
servicemen and their depen-
dents live on the site — one
of two, with Lakenheath,
for the "F111 long-wange
bombers.

There are 74 Flllis at
Upper Heyford, ten of which
are on permanent alert and
can be airborne in 30
seconds, with missiles at the
ready.

The 20th Tactical Fighter
Wing at Upper Heyford have
nuclear bombing specialists
who will assist programmers
of enemy target lists in the
US 7555 Theatre Mission
Planning Squadron based in
the huge  underground
bunker at High Wycombe.

Unit

This is the
reported in the Guardian last
month which will function
35 one of the wuar head-
guarters of the US European
Command.

Peacc campers have been
at Upper Heylord since last
Easter. They have been
anxious to "gain public sup-
port and have shown the
im ‘The War Gamc’ in
various parish halls in . the
area . with some success as
well as starting discussions in
locat pubs.

They claim that the
authorities are paranoid ard
that any US servicemen seen
speaking to them are put on
an immediate charge and
that any activity like sit-
downs in front of the main
zate brings an immediate-

nalt to work inside the base.

Sew Levland Action Com-
wuzice pamphlet, 10p plus
»arieze from LLAC, 194 Dawl-
2 Roed, Birmingham 29

. minister

Heyford

new unit

. godforsaken

IT’S not really surprising
that the Government”s latest
package of proposals on stu-
dent support should include
a move to replace pgrants
with loans. I{’s even less sur-
prising that the proposal is a
dilution of Tory education
Rhodes Boyson’s
original  proposals, and
comes mingled with other
seemingly gencrous aliera-
tions —it’s election ycar.

They’ve been {loating the-

idea for ycars, as part of
their idea to privatise every-
thing that moves, and they
now scem set to go.ahead
with making students pay

WHY should the Daily Mail
begin 1983 with words of

near praise for the ncw
Soviet leader Yuri
Andropov?

The leader of the [lect
Street ‘reds under the beds
brigade was making distinct-
iy unmilitant noises about
the Soviet offer to talk
about arms reduction.

Instecad of telling the
~ Commie
bastard what to do with his
summit, the Dajly Mall
sugpested the offer tould be
the first round in a serious
hid to limit nuclear weapons.

You might expect
rightly — that to be the
editorial line of the Guat-
dian, or even the Sunday
Times, but surely there is a
place in Mrs Thatcher’s own
bunker for the editor of the
Daily Mail. .

There has 'to be some-
body on hand as Lhe great
fry-up gaes on ubeve, to
record the speeches of the
‘wartimec leader to the various
council ~ apparatchiks across
the country. (Onc of the dis-
advantages of being the next
great wartime leader will be
that the collected speeches
will have to wait Tor the dust
to settle before finding a
publisher). 'Y

So why on carth should
the Daily Mail be muttering
wetly about seeing if the
offer to talk tmeans some-
thing.

for their education.

The plan at present
seems to be a half grant, half
loans system, thereforc aff-
ecling those students who
receive most grant, or whose
parenis - wouldn’t/couldn’t
contribute. Those, of
course, whose parcents coild
afford Lo pay, wouldn’t nced
to tie themselves to a loan
which would takc many
years Lo pay back. Higher
Fducation, therefarc, he-
comes more of a privilege,
and less accessible to work-
ing class youth.

Waould you do a course,
to be faced with paying for

It is odd indeed for the
Daily Mail to [ind itself
singing the same song with
almost  exactly the same
words as David Stcel and
Shirley Williams, to name
lwo more patential
survivors.  (Wouldn’t  you
just like to feel thc quality
of the carpet in the SDP
bunker?):

The rcason [or the Daily
Mail’s sudden [lirtation with
the menace of Bolshevisn is
that just at the moment the
women of Greenham Com-
mon seem a sight more
dangerous.

Attempls to labcl the
whole peace movement as an
offshoot _of Trotskyism are
as futile ‘as they are laugh-
able (a fact continualty and
sharply brought home to us

Trotskyists). The Daily Mail

has made and no doubt will
continue to make a brave
attempt  to” convict  the
several million people who
now openly cspouse unilat:
cralism of being fellow
travellers, But they have
becn foreed w0 pay lip
service to what Mrs Thatlcher
and her friends call, through
gritted  (ceth,
4 synonym in their linguage
for. cretinous slupidity.

The problem  with  (he
peace  movement iy thal,
like ather  anti<stablish-
NCnt Movemaenis, it thrives
on a vertuin fevel ol oppres-

sion. Jailing the women of

“with

“gincerity ™’

Plan to make students pay

it ycars into the future (at
the same time being taxed to
pay for education)?

A future officer class in
the forces would be all right,
of course, as would those as-
piring technocrats who could
gain multinational company
sponsorship. for their cour-
ses. With the cxisting bias
against women on such sci-
ence courses, they would be
further squeezed out, and
such organisations would be-
gin to fulfill a real sclective
role within higher cducation.

The fight against loans
must extend beyond the
resolution-passing  approach

Greenham Common may
come to sccm to historians
one of thc grandest follies
of the Thatcher goveramend.

The words of Yuri
Andropov come, therefore,
to scem like the reassuring
patter of a rival hood who
speaks the same lingo. At
least there is no . nonsensc
from him about unilateral
action. )

The same thinking was
gevealed . by Sir  Frank
Cooper, the retiring civil
scrvant at the- head of the
Ministry of Defence, in an
intervicw, with John
Mortimer in  the Sunday
Times. :

The  interview  began
Moitimer  asking  “¥
you could wave a magic
wand and deprive Russia of
all nuclear weapans, do you
think the world would
become a much safer place?”
to  which Cooper replied
candidly, “No, much marc
dangerous.”

lle adds “it dis very
important that Europe has
¢ strong NATQO alliance and
a strong Warsaw Pact. That’s
whalt lcads to stabitity.”
© The Daily Mail is ngt in
fact dclling its side down.
it has responded to  the
captain’s instructions for a
change ol tactic,

The puper has been learn-

and  Willinans
pregcidang -

been
throy

have
hat i

. policy was not

of NUS and many student
unjons, and must be built
around joint--action with,

campus trade unions and the -

grant for the further educa-
tion students that university

- and polytechnic students so
often forget. We must make
it clear we want a free, non-
means tested grant for all
over-16s in education, and
frec access to educatipn for
all over 16.

The future for education
looks bleak, but with loans it
looks desolate. This issue is
one we simply cannot afford
— cither politically or finan-

-cially — tolose.
SimomPoltinger

MICHAEL Ileseltine’s plague

is not restricled to local
governmetit finance — more
recently, he has been lining
the pockets: of property
speculators through a series
of controversial

decisions in London.

“The most recent, and so
far most controversial, con-
cerns the site of Coin Street
on the south bank of the
Thames, straddling the river-
side area bordering Lambeth
and Southwark.

Just before Christmas —
in a bid to avoid adversé
publicity Heseltine
announced his verdict on the
two public enquiries into the

delay and .an estimated £1
million on enquirics’ and

want to rescuc multilateral
disarmament from the
rubbish bin of political ideas,
jt vrould be as wcll to have
some kind of talks in pros-
pect. That is why the Daily
Mail has a new banner on
its masthead: better dead
than unilateraled.

Shoot
to kill

‘SHOOT 1o kill’ was the
headline in the Daily
Express. [t frankly admit-
ted that the British Army
and the RUC have been told
to shoot first and ask ques-
tions afterwards in lrcland.
People shot dead by the
army on the streets these

days are accused of “appear--

ing to carry firearms”.

The Express concedes
that this policy will cause a
few protests from predict-
able sourccs, but assures us
that it will be welcomed by
all right thinking people.

As it points out, the
in force
before becausc of povern-
ment fears that the Catholic
population might be driven
into the arms of cxtremists.
But if they are going to vote
Sinn I'ein anyway, then you

might just as well shoot
them dead. By nice to have
the fruth obd onee inoa
whif

on civilisation as we know it -

planning’

use of the site. After years of

-

investigations, Heseltine gave
permission for two rival
schémes proposed for Coin
Street.

The two  rival schemes
were from Greycoat Com-
mercial Estates, and the
Association of Waterloo
Groups — an umbrella organ-
isation involving the local
residents and supported by
the Labour councils in Lam-
beth, Southwark and Greater
London.

The Greycoat schéeme
approved by Heseltine was
for 884,512 square feet of
offices, car parking, luxur-
ious housing and some
amenity facilities.

The AWG scheme was for
family housing, light
industry, public open spaces
and community facilities.

By approving both,
Heseltine has shown that he
really favours one — because
he knows Greycoat have
massive financial resourccs
to go ahead with their
scheme, while the AWG have

Turkish
jailings
TURKEY’S military junta
has sentenced 149 members
of the illegal Turkish Co-
mmunist Party to jail terms
of up to 10 years on charges
of ‘forming an illegal organi-
sation aimed at establishing a

Communist state.®

The military court acqui-
tted 110 of the accused and
deferred judgement on a fur-

ther eight,. the  Anatolian
News Agency said in Golcuk.

base blockaded Who's cashing
in on Coin St?

by Graham Norwood, chair of planning, Lambeth Council

insufficient cash for their
proposals . .. madc worse by
Heseltine™ own reductions
in central government grants
to the London local author-
itics who would have to tund
the AWG’s housing plans.,

Even in strict capitalist
terms, Heseltinte’s dccision i
bizarre. He has recently
allowed another interna-
tional business enrtcrpri- fo
start work on a onc nillion
square feet office schemg
ncarby, and in London now
theice arc 11 million square
feet of complete offices left
vacant. To allow more is to
pander solely to speculators,
and to flick a V-sign at those
people looking for homes,
community facilities and
jobs in London and other
inner city arcas. - -

The AWG’s fighting
record -will not dissolve in
the face of what they have
called a Berlin-wall of offices
— they have already pledged
to fight “using cvery mecans
open to us"” to stop the
Greycoat scheme.

Lambeth, the planning
authority in- which most of
the site lies, has pledged to
obstruct apd delay the Grey-
coat scheme if it ever starts.
The same goes for South-
wark and the GLC, who are
uniteu behind the commun-
ity’s desire for low-scale
development in the interests
of the local people of Water- -
loo.

Every means may have to
be called upon to resist’ what
has became a causc cclebre
in the world of planning and
property speculation — the
further decline of a working
class residential area in the
face of pressure from capital.

w pamphlet from the Socialist Forum for Southern Africa
Solidarity. 90p plus 20p postage. available via Socialist
Organiser, 28 Middle Lane, London N8 8PL..




RACK in January, general
secretary Albert Spanswick
appeared at a COHSE region
to support a resolution
against the Tories’ 4% public
sector pay norm, so that he
could use it at a press con-
ference the same.day. Later
the COHSE NEC rejected

Our leaders: more
frightened of
their members
than the Tories !

,Jane
Goss

“IT'S BEEN worth it"’, said
CoHSE general secretary Al-
bert Spanswick on the eve of
the NHS sell-out, ‘‘we have
gained a lot™’.

What gains? Approximate-
Iy 30 pence, and a Tory gov-
ernment firm in its convic-
tion that it can smash the
workers and be returned for
another term of office?

Our gain, from 8%z months
of industrial action, is our
organisation and the lesson
learned that we can't trust
the trade umion . officials.
They will sell out struggles
every time. Their interests lie
not in changing the system
which keeps us on low pay
with intolerable conditions,
but in perpetuating that
system.

The NHS dispute — the
longest big dispute in the
history of the British labour
movement since the 1926
miners’ strike — could have
been the catalyst for a gen-
eral strike. It wasn’t. And the
reason is that the TUC refus-
ed to organise.

Their priority is cleansing
the Labour Party of activists
determined to fight for the
working class — not kicking
out the Tories.

- 15 tmonths ago Thatcher
announced that public sector

.,y rises should not exceed

% . We had not had a pay
offenswe since 1979 — the
‘winter of discontent’. That
strike was marred by wide-

-spread scabbing by different

sections of workersjand pit-
ted union against union. The
legacy of mistrust and anger
had not yet faded when mili-
tants began the campaign
this year for strike action ag-
ainst the 4% offer.

For two consecutive years
we had settled for pay rises
well below the rate of infla-
tion. At the beginning of this
yeuar's action, over a quarter
of health service workers
were living on wages below
the official poverty line.
Nurses were making an aver-
age of £108 (female nurses,
£99), compared to the overall
national average of £140, and
ancillary workers were aver-
aging £87 {female ancillaries,
£84).

Long hours

In order to cain evei thiese
low amounts, workers are
forced to work long hours and
sometimes double shifts.
Even the full claim {12%)
would still have left health
service workers well below
the national average.

Two important things sep-
arated 1982 from the ‘winter
of discontent’. One was a
common settlement . date
(April 1}, which had been
campaigned for over a long
period by the rank and file;
and the other was the com-
mon core claim (12%).

Traditionally the NHS has
been split into two different
‘sectors’ — on the one hand
the ‘carers’, nursing and pro-
fessional staff, and on the
other hand the ancillary
workers. Almost all previous

the same resolution,

APRIL 26: COHSE ‘author-
ised’ a work-to-rule, in
advance of the other unions,
MAY 24. NUPE conference
votes for all-out action.
Opposition by COHSE lead-
ership enables NUPE leader-
ship to claim policy cannot

be implemented,

MAY 25: COHSE members
at Royal Edinburgh Hospit-
4l forced to abandon indef-
inite strike by leadership
refusal to make it official,

- JUNE 14. Spanswick beats

down all-out strike catl at
COHSE conference — and

retrospectively declares out
of order conference decision
to affiliate to the National
Abortion Campaign,

JULY 1. Spanswick sends
out telex to COHSE -
branches insisting that the
TUC Health Service Com-
mittee three-day strike on

BlLessons of ‘NHS struggle

July 19-21 is not a strike.
after 2.

JULY 28: Spanswick blus-
ters about withdrawing
emergency.cover. (At the
COHSE conference he had
opposed z'1-out strike with
emergency cover on the
grounds that it would be

NHS trade unionists lobbying the TUC Health Service committee are thrown out of Congress House. The union leaders weren’t
so keen to throw the Tories out of Downing Street.

industrial action in the NHS
has been characterised by
nurses scabbing on ancillary
workers. This artificial split
has been perpétuated by the

-Royal College of Nursing,

and sometimes, disgracefui-
ly, by the major unions. -

But last year real attempts
were made at local level to
resolve differences and to
establish joint stewards’
committees. At national lev-
el, too, there was the TUC
Health Services Committee.

The national unity was a
step forward. But it was also
flouted at times, used as an
excuse at others. When
CoHSE declared unilateral
action in the form of a work-
to-rule on April 26 (already
three weeks after the settle-
ment date), the other unions
delayed for three weeks.
Then in the summer, at a
lobby of the TUC organised
by Health Workers for the
Full Claim, Rodney Bicker-
staffe, general secretary of
NUPE, refused even to dis-
cuss indefinite strike action
with me because I am a
CoHSE member. * Take it up
with your own union’’, he
said.

The TUC Health Service
committee ended upr being
ruled and led by the weakest
unions and not by the strong-
est. In May NUPE cohferen-
ce passed a resolution for
indefinite strike action with
emergency cover only, in
conjunction with other health
service unions. Instead of

pushing the other unions to
take up this call, the suppos-
edly left NUPE leadership
used them as an excuse for
not calling the members out.
They actively and consciously

“avoided .a vote on all-out

strike action at the TUC
Health Service committee.
They were delighted when
CoHSE conference voted, on
the recommendation of the
National Executive Com-
mittee, to oppose indefinite
action and go for sectional
strikes.

Secondary

Areas like Edinburgh
which defied the delaying
tactics and came out on strike
were forced back to work by
the union leadership.

But through the local Joint
Shop Stewards’ Committees,
solidarity action was built. It
was not the wheeling and
dealing over beer and sand-
wiches at TUC level which
got miners, dockers, and
steelworkers out in support
of the health workers — it
was the health workers them-
selves, through stewards’
committees .making = ap-
proaches to other workers
and- sending ' speakers to
mass meetings.

The sympathetic strike ac-
tion was unprecedented.
Warkers everywhere were
prepared to support us and
defy the anti-union legisla-
tion of the Tories. Secondary
picketing was an evervday

occurrence.

The magnificent stand of
Sean Geraghty and the Fleet
Street EETPU branch
brought a much-needed
boost in August, when health
workers were becoming in-
creasingly demoralised by
our leaders’ procrastination.
But the TUC Health Service
committee, with  Albert
Spanswick as its mouthpiece,
even tried to stop that action.

Spanswick asked the print
unions not to take strike
action. Fortunately the elec-
tricians ignored him. But
when Geraghty was hauled
up in court, at the demon-
stration in his support only
one national union leader
(Bill Deal of the FBU) put in
an appearance.

All the TUC’s talk about
defying the Tebbit proposals
vanished into hot air. Chapp-
le washed his hands of Ger-
aghty — and CoHSE mem-
bers washed their hands of
Spanswick, and began to de-
mand a change in the no-
strike policy which the
CoHSE leadership had ram-
med through conference only
a month earlier.

Lobbies ‘

Increasing pressure was
also put on the NUPE leader-
ship to implement its man-
date for indefinite action.

Health Workers for the
Full Claim, the only rank and
file group uniting workers
around the 12% claim, called

two lobbies of the TUC to.

press our 'leaders for indefin-
ite strike action. They called
the police to throw us out of
Congress House.

But eventﬁally under
pressure from the rank and
file, the TUC called a nation-
al day of action {if they had
been serious about winning,
it would have been a one-day
general strike) of all affiliated
unions on September 22.

Stewards built for the
22nd. The morale of the
health workers rose as pro-
mises of support came in.
During the summer months
the leadership had been say-
ing that we were losing our
will to fight — but the 22nd
proved that health workers
were not beaten!

Over 200,000 demonstrat-
ed in Lon'don, over 3 million

. workers took some form of

industrial action. September
22 showéd the way to win —
keep the health workers out,
and build the solidarity
action.

If only the TUC had done
that, we could have won.
But following the most suc-
cessful strike day since the
general strike in 1926, the
TUC difiused the action by
recommending regional days
of action. Even hardened mil-
itants were astonished at this
move.

The regional days col-
lapsed in most areas, and
then a planned transport day
of action was called off as a
gesture of goodwill when
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illegal ')

AUGUST 10: Fleet Street
electricians defy court
injunction to strike in sofid-
arity during NHS week of
action. Spanswick as chair-
person of the TUC Health
Service Committee has
advised them not to strike,

Spanswick

ACAS stepped in for emerg-
ency talks {much to the relief
of Sid Weighell and Moss
Evans).

The TUC had finally dec;d’
ed to consult the unions on
whether they were prepared
to step up the action te all-
out strike. A national meet-
ing of shop stewards was
called from committees in
Leicester and Sheffield. The
bureaucrats, more frightened
of their own members than

of the Tories, did their best

to sabotage the meeting,

which resolved to campaign-

for a rejection of the offer and

- for indefinite strike action in

January. It insisted especial-
ly on two principles: no dif-
ferential offer between an-
cillaries and others, and no
two year deal.

Tory health minister Fowl-
er offered a ‘new deal’ —
an extra 30 pence, and tying
this year’s pay deal to a
settlement for 1983-4. This
was honourable enough for
the union barons, and the
consultation on strike action
became linked to the disgust-
ing offer. The Tories, having
rammed a two year deal
through British Leyland,
were looking for another
scalp.

CoHSE, under strong pres-
sure from the membership,
calied a special conference.
The NEC and the nationai
officers who had ruthlessly
opposed indefinite action
with emergency cover in
June took the hypocritical
and outrageous position of
recommending all-out strike
with no emergency cover!

Apmrt from anything else,
"this meant that a union not
known for its defence of mili-
tants was recommending to
nurses that they should take
action which would ensure
that they were struck off the
register,

The delegates treated the
recommendation with' the
contempt it deserved, and
instead forced through a vote

for a one-year deal only, with-

no split in the offer. On Dec-
ember 15 the TUC Health
Service committee voted to
accept the existing offer.

ASLEF had been knifed
quickly and mercilessly by
the TUC. Health workers
were instead slowly bled by
the bureaucrats into a posi-
tion of demoralisation and
despair.

But links have been made

- sciously stop

and gives no support.
SEPTEMBER 22: Spanswick
chairs mass ratly in Hyde
Park on TUC one-day strike
for NHS. No clear call to
follow up success of Septem-
ber 22, Instead TUC HSC
calis regional days of action.
OCTOBER 19. Spanswick
tells a press conference that
TUC HSC will be calling for
a petition campaign and
another one-day action on
November 24, He has to be
called to order by other
union leaders.

When TUC HSC eventu-
ally calls for all-out action,

* Spanswick claims that

COHSE constitutionally
cannot start such action
until March!
DECEMBER 14. COHSE
special conference, Spans-
wick puts NEC recommenda-
tion for all-out strike with-
out emergency cover — and
says that members should
consider the dirc consequen-
ces of such action, or else
accept the Tories' offer.
Conference rcjects this, calls
for no two-year deal, no
split pay settlement.
DECEMBER 15: TUC HSC
accepts two-year split deal.
JANUARY ]4: Bailot papers
have to be in for Spanswick’s
successor, The main right
wing candidate is David
Williams, who offers perhaps
a different style from Spans-
wick but essentially the same
recipe of occasional "milit-
ant’ demagogy and consist-
ent sabotage of struggle.
Broad Left challenger

Andrea Campbell explains
in her election address. “Our
leadership has failed to
represent the needs and
wishes of the membership

. . That is one of the main
reasons why [ am standing
for General Secretary,”

in the labour movement. A
million workers will now
understand why so many
strikes fail, and something
about how to stop them fail-
ing. The same tactics used to
wreck the steel strike in 1980
were used in 1982 on the
NHS dispute.

We have seen first hand
how the TUC leaders con-
sections of
workers from striking simul-
taneously — the ASLEF
workers called back to work
on Sunday night when there
was strike action beginning
in hospitals on Monday
morning, the consecutive
‘days of action' of the POET,
water workers, and NHS
workers, all out on different
days in the same week... all
fighting the Tories.

The empty rhetoric of ‘left”
leaders such as Bickerstaffe
has been exposed. NUPE
members now know that be
will look for any excuse rot to
have to turn his words into
action.

Hundreds of thousands of
women have been at the fore-
front of the pay campaign. —
and of the solidarity action.
Those women will not be con-
tent to go back to positions of
insignificance in their bran-
ches or to abandon the fight
against low pay.

Shop stewards’ commit-
tees have taken shape local-
ly, and an attempt to build a
national stewards’ organisa-
tion has begun.

We didn} get the 12%.
but we have a more politicis-
ed and active section of NHS
workers than we have seen
before.

We need to build on that
consciousness — we need o
fight on privatisation, demo-
cracy in the trade unions.
democracy and workers’ con-
trol of the health service, ané
we need to maintain and
build the JSSCs set up during
the strike.

The main lesson of 1982 —
in ASLEF, NUR, BL, and the
NHS — is that the trade
union leadership do not and
will not fight for the worldng
class. We must organise o
replace them with leaders
representative and account-
able to the membership. And
then we will have a real
chance of winning.
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NO RESPITE FOR

POLISH WORKE

“IF after a year we get
19-15% of workcrs to join,
then it will be a success”,

Slaimed -one leader of the-

new statc unions in Poland.
There was Jittle sign on
day one of the mew unions
— 2,500 of which have been
segistered at workplace level
— that they would reach
anything like such scope.
Warsaw’s  Huta Warsawa
sicelworks saw 300 applic-
ants out of 17,000 workers;
the Ursus tractor plant
claimed 200 out of 17,000

and Lech Walesa estimated .

applications at 172 out of
17,000 workers at the Lenin
shipyard in Gdansk.-

This is in stark contrast
to the scale and vitality of
Solidarnosc whose ten
million members embraced
75% of the country’s work-
force, organised on a
regional level with a partici-
patory democracy which put
mosi unions to shame on a
world scale.

Polish workers know full
well that the stooge bodies

IN the world’s richest coun-
try, the USA, an estimated
two million people are now
desiitute, homeless, and on
the streets.

Unemployment stands at
12 million — 11% overall,

and a much bigger percent-

age among many groups
like young blacks — and
the unemployed get state
benefits cut off after six
months.

The effects are shown by
a story sent to us by a St
Louis reader from the local
Globe-Democrat news-

paper.

*‘About 1,000 people —
some of them unemployed
union members — stood in
the mist and rain outside a
Bridgeton motel Friday in
bopes of geiting one of ab-
out 50 jobs offered by a
St Louis grocery wholesaler
w0 replace strikers.

‘I know it's rough being u
strikebreaker, but, hell,
there’s 16 million people
out of work, including me,
and 1 have a family to feed’,
said Ronald Washington,
36, of Maplewood. The un-
employed truck driver who
was laid off in August is a
former member of Team-
sters Local 610.

Those hired from among
the applicants will replace
mearly 125 members of
Tesmsters Local 688, who

went on strike Thursday ag-

aiast Associated Grocers’
Co. of St Louis, after they
rejected the company’s lat-
est contract offer.

That proposal would re-
dece wages by about 20 pegr
cent and initiaie other con-
usct concessions, a cori-
pany spokesman said.
Ywenty-seven other em-
phoyees, members of Team-
sters Local 610, are honour-
mg the picket lines.

The company spokesman

saxd the non-union replace-

mexs would be paid $8.14
wx 5% 42 a0 hour — which is
. #ss ar hour than the
w i 7o 0 the strik-
am

e
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set up last October by Jaru-
zelski and the ruling Stalinist
bureaucracy are not unions
but — like the old, discred-
ited slate unions — simply
instruments to control the
working class. i

The lifting of martial law
last month did nothing to
change the real conditions
faced by Polish workers. The
two main  provisions of
" martial law (the illegalisation
of Solidarnosc and the
imprisonment of thousands
of its militants convicted
under emergency provisions)
remain in force. Over 5,000
activists are still in jail.

Indeed the lifting of
martial law coincided with
the arrest and charging of

- seven leading left wing Solid-

arnosc members, And the
release of Lech Walesa came
on the same day as. the
sentencing  of Wladislaw
Frasynink, key member of
the TKK underground
Ieadership of Solidarnosc, to
six years in jail.

The Jaruzelski leadership

tions said they were reluc-
tant to cross the picket line,
they said they had no other
choice.

‘I feel if anyone's going

to turn down $8 to $9 an
hour, they don’t deserve
the job’, said Scott Laurent,
22, of Jennings. ‘I've got
bills to pay, and I'm more
than willing to work for half
of what they are turning
down. -

‘So, what am [ going to
do: worry about them, or
feed myself?’, said the un-
employed mail clerk who
was laid off in March’’.

The edgy, aggressive re-
jection of the wunion by
these workers becomes
easier to understand in the
light of another item in the
same newspaper. The
Globe-Democrat  reports

THE SUNDAY Times of
January 2 reported on an-
other evil effect of the
decay of US capitalism.

In a society constantly
generating new technolog-
ies and scientific discover- .
ies, the prejudices of a cen-
tury ago are able to dic-
tate what schoolchildren
learn, )

Mel and Norma Gabler
would be unpleasant but
harmless eccentrics, if it
were not that these two eld-
erly right-wing religious
fundamentalists have been
able to pressure the Texas
board of education to re-
ject several textbooks.

‘‘There are a lot of things
the Gablers do not want
taught to American child-
ren. Top of the list is evolu-
tion. They have won a
fierce battle to have crea-
tionism taught alongside
evolution in biology class-

es, and publishers of scien- g

ce beoks in Texas must now
refer to evolution as theory.
= fact”

is courting on the one hand
ncw credits and restored
relations with the West, and
on the other sccking,

through new accords with ~

Archbishop Glemp and the
Church hierarchy, to secure
their assistance in neutralis-
ing Solidarnosc.

Thus while the firm hand
of repression contlinues to
mete out jail sentences and
has forced Anna Walcentyno-
wicz inlo an asylum, the
bureaucracy has agreed to
the Popc’s visit next year
provided the Church leaders
us¢ their considerable influ-
ence in working for stabil-
ity,

- This is not without prab-
lems for Glemp - who has
come under firc from lower
echelons in the Church, and
even been implicitly criti-
cised by Walesa.

Yet  at the same time
Walesa has toed the required
line .— abandoning previous
calls for thc recognition of
Solidarnosc and dropping his
insistence that he would

REAGAN’S AMERICA

steelworkers’ president
Lloyd McBride deploring
his members’ vote to reject
10% cuts in wages and
benefits demanded by the
bosses.

‘I was convinced that the
proposal was essential. I'm
disappointed, obviously’,
said McBride.

With leaders like this,
some workers are bound to
give up and go for a philo-
sophy of ‘look after no.1".
Their prospects are not

"good — the wholesalers

refused to give any assur-
ance that the strikebreak-
ers’. jobs would be more
than temporary. And soon-
er or later the anger and
frustration will turn itself
against the real enemy —
the US ruling class.

Law against doubt

in a maths book that there
are no sabsolutes, every
value he’s been taught is
destroyed. And -the next
thing yon know, the stu-
dent turmms {o crime and
drugs’.””

‘‘Also unacceptable in
the world according to the
Gablers is: ‘
*.The women's rights
movement — because it
can only come if women
‘abandon their highest pro-
fession — &8s mothers
moulding young lives’.

* The suggestion that Am-
erica ranks only third in per
capita income afte- Sweden
and Switzerland — because
it might lead children to be-
lieve that there are benefits
to socialism.

¢ Any teaching abour the
depression of the Thirties
— because ‘it will only suc-
ceed in raising doubts ab-
out our system’ .’

only talk to the regime with
the old leadership of Solid-
arnosc by his side. -

Though he still .talks of
the spirit of 1980, Walesa
has plainly been to a large
¢xlent neutralised.

But in thc ranks of
Polish workers bitter lessons
have been drawn [rom. the
Solidarnosc expericnce, The
vest sections arc recognising
that it is impossible to
reform the Stalinist bureau-
cracy from below: it is
necessary lo preparc for its

JR’ wins six
years in

DESPITE the glossy holiday
brochures, it's no paradise
for workers on the “paradise
istand” of Sri Lunka.

Right wing President J.R,
Jayawardene has since his
clection five years ago
embarked upon a Thatcher-
style process of opening up
the whole island to the plun-
dering attentions of multi-
national , corporations —
offering a low-paid,
repressed workforce and a

minimum of overhead taxa--

tion,

Anti-union laws, backed
up by a coniinuing state of
emergency in force since
1980, and an appalling lack

- of social services; keep down

the costs to imperialist inves-
tors as ‘JR’ attempts to
attract sufficient industry to
turn Sri Lanka into a new
South Korea or Taiwan.
But such policies have
not gone without opposition
in Sri Lanka. In October

T ra rule

revolutionary overthrow.
And a recent Warsaw
bulletin expresses the need
to link up with ‘left wing
movenments’ outside” Poland
in this struggle,
The material conditions

which prempted the rise of

Solidarnosc have not been
abolished: in the struggles
which will break out again,
Polish workers: will need
political and material assis-
tance from the international
labour movement.

The danger at present is

1982, Javawardene comfort-
ably outstripped a divided
political opposition, securing
52% of thc vote in Presiden-
tial elections.

* But were the same voting
pattern to be repeated in

Parliamentary elections due

this ycar, he would have
found his averwhelming
domination of the 168-mem-

. ber Parliamcnt (in which his

UNP currently holds 143
seats) substantially under-
mincd, The Sri Lanka Iree-
dom _ Party, led by former
Prime Minister Mrs Bandara-
naike, ‘which has six MPs
would have stood to win 60
seals,

Referendum

Under such conditions
Jayawardene could  Thave
faced problems in holding
his . ruthless  cconomic
policies,

His answer? To seck a
referendum on the proposal
to suspend parliamentary
elections until 1989, lcaving
the existing MPs in office for
an extra six years! He went
further — arguing that he
needed 15 years uninterrup-
ted rule for his plans to
reach fruition!

Thc campaign over the
referendum  was conducted
under the state of emergency
though Mrs Bandaranaike,
(who is [ormally deprived ol
all civic rights for seven
yvears  following  political
offences during her term of
aficor was allowed to cam-
cudzn azainst the proposal
sred farge crowds of
; T~

I'te ficht for @ "no’ vote
was silso supported by the
Sri Lankan Communist Parwy
— and  their daily paper
Athiha was suspended by
ithe Zoernment.

that, taken in by. the appar-
ent relaxation of repression
and the cutback in sTWikes
and resistance insidc Poland,
the trade unions in the West

will allow ’their already
inadequate support to fall
back still further.

The campaign must be
pursued for the release of
the political prisoners, the
rccognition of Solidarnosc
and a boycott of  the
pathetic new state ‘unions’
established by the Warsaw
bureaucracy.

Raiders

force
Mugabe

ROBERT Mugabe’s regime
in Zimbabwe has been
force.” to sip ~ a ihree yeai
deal tor petrol and diesel
fuel from South Africa,

The .background to the .
deal, a prolonged fuel short-
age, indicates the scope of
moves by the multinational
oil firms and by the apar-
theid regime in Pretoria to
harass and destabilise the
Zimbabwe government as
part of their pressure on
neighbouring nationalist
regimes in Mozambique and

Angola.

The decisive | factor in
forcing the Zimbabwe
approach to South Africa

was the sabotage of tuel
storage tanks at the Mozam-
bique port of Beira -
which supply the pipeline
to Zimbabwe,

The tanks were blown up
by members of the South
Africa-run guerrilla grouping,
the = so-called Mozambique
National Resistance. )

But Zimbabwe’s govern-
ment-backed newspaper has
also pointed out the failurc
of the oil monopolies to
supply adequate amounts of
fuel. If these firms had
broken sanctions to keep lan
Smith’s regime running, the
Herald asks, “‘surely they
can now do the same for

Comrade Mugabe?”

by Harry
Sloan

control

Onec-thira of the Sri
Lankan population is the
oppressed Tamil minority
living largely in the north of
the island, whose Tamil
United Liberation Front also
campaigned against the refej-
endum.

But on Wednesday
December 22, the
referendum  produced a

majority for Jayawardene by
a matgin of 3.1 million to
26 million votes, and the
next day the 79-year old~
President signed a law sus-
pending clections for six
years.

T ——

i Subscribe

I Rates: £5 for three
[} months, £8.75 for
§ six months, and £16
for a year,
Bundie of five
8 each wesk: £12 for
] three months.
Bundle of 10: £21
for three months

To: Socialist Organi-
ser, 28 Middle Lane,
London N8 8PL.

While Bandaranaike and
her careerist  bourgeois
foHowers will no doubt find
ways and means of securing
their interests under the
semi-dictatorship - of
Yayawardene, the full brunt
of these lutest changes will
fall upon the working masses
of Sri Lanka whe facc an
austerity programme
designed to confront Sri
Lanka’s chronic balance of
payments crisis, and a pro-
longed period of supcr-
exploitation at thc hands of
Jayawardene’s multi-national
SpPOnNSors, -




Internatio

ISRAEL] spokesmen keep
tirelessly explaining to the
Jewish public here about
the need for u long and con-
sistent war to root the PLO
out of the occupied West
Bunk and Gaza.

The blitz invasion of Leh-
anon was supposed to be a
mussive blow in this war.
Now it turng out to be an-
other long and not at all
easy war to subdue the Leb-
anese and Palestinians.
There is talk sbout the
‘Vietnamisation’ of the
war.

Killings

Mass killings continue to
he the main weapon of both
the Israelis and the pro-
imperialist Lebunese. In
their grand plan for a new

IN ADDITION to the tens
of thousands killed and
wounded in the war and
bombing, we now have
more details about the fate
of many thousands of pris-
oners taken by the Israelis.

The main concentration
camp is in Al-Ansar. The
[sraelis do not recognise
the Palestinian and Leban-
ese freedom fighters as pri-
soners of war, and do not
bring them to any trial, so
the only authority in the
military prisons is the ‘Shin
Beit' — the security serv-
icex — and no international
~unventions are recognised
as applying.

The prisoners in Al-
Ansar continue to live in
tents on the ground, with
ne beds or mattresses, only
blankets. The winter in

near Kib

order in Lebanon, the most

immediate targeil now is the

villages on the Shouf moun-

tain, just outside Beirut.
Druze

The mostly Druze popul-

ation there was organised -

on a semi-fendal basis, and
allied with the Muslim-
Palestinian Left in the civil
war. In the Shouf mountain
itself there were no Palest-
inian bases, and the local
villages enjoyed autonomy
at the time of the civil
war, with no problems be-
tween the Druzes and the
Christian mingrity

When the Israelis occu-
pied the area, in June,
there was almost no resist-
unce. With them they
brought the Falangists,

Lebanon is cold. rainy and
snowy. There is no sanita-
tion in the camp, and rain
water runs on the tent floor.
There have been some
attempts at protest by the
prisoners in Al-Ansar. On
Decemiber 2 three prisoners
were killed and more woun-
ded by one of the guards.®
These prisoners do not only
include fighters. . ~
Worse still is the danger
to the'lives of an unknown
number of prisoners held in
‘investigation’ centres,
both in occupied south Leb-
anon and inside occupied
Palestine. It is estimated
that thousands of prisoners
have disappeared in these
centres. Now some news
has come oui of ome of
them, Gelemi, situated
butz Yagur, on the

side and d¥ed- Such atroci-

Report
from
Haifa,
Dec.5

who had never dared to
show themselves in the
area before, and a wave of
kidnapping and killing
started.

Apparently, the auto-
nomy of the Shouf was seen
as an obstacle o the new
‘centralised’ rule. The in-
tention of the mass killings
is to persuade the villagers
to give up their arms and
submit dutifully te the offi-
cial Lebanese army. As that
army has no real strength
in itself, they try to make
the situation unbearable for
the people first.

It is more thun half a
year now after the Israeli
invasion, and the killings in
the -Shouf continue to
mount. There are now doz-
ens each day.

Haifa-Nazareth road.
Within one month more
than 14 prisoners there
have died of torture, and a
bigger number have lost
their sanity because of what

they have suffered and
|seern.

Atrocities
Prisomers have been

heaten cruelly and thrown
blecding near the prison
wall, where time and again
the soldiers come and beat
them to death, One prison-
er was hanned from drink-
ing for a week. When he
was then caught arinking,
the soldiers pushed a water
pipe down his thruat and
pumped in water until the
man was_blown up from in-

g ) 2
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A new order ini Lebanon?

ties are performed before
the cyes of all the pri-
sOners.

A guard in the Atlit mili-
tary prison, where the Syr-
ian soldiers are kept (and
officially recognised as
POWSs} tells more horror
stories. The prisoners are
beaten daily and held in
inhuman conditions. When
the Red Cross comes to
visit, everything is tidied
up for the day.

All this massacre, terror
and killing doesn’t secure
success for the Israeli
invaders. Sevenly cases
of . military  resistance
against the Israeli forces
have been reported for
Nuvember alone. There is
no progress in the Ameri-
can negotiations for a plan
that will ensure the retreat
of -the Syrian and PLO
forces from the northern
part of Lebanon, where the
fascists cannot now enter.

The main reason for the
stalemate in Lebanon now
is the weakness of the
Gemayel regime installed
by Israeli bayonets.

Beirut

The battle for Beirut still
continues.  The leraelis,
wishing to divert attention
from their atrocities,
published the news -that
1,200 people were kid-
napped and killed in Beirut
after the Sabra-Chatila
massacre, in operations by
the Lebanese army accom-
panied by French and
American forces. When an
attempt was made to kill
Walid Jumblatt, the Druze
leader and leader of the
left ‘Patriotic Movement’,
a general strike was called
in Beirut, and partially
succeded. .

The Israelis try to utilise
the weakness of Gemayel to
demand a permanent mili-
tary presence and economic
domination of the whole
south as part of any settle-
ment. The Israeli minister
responsible for - non-
military. activity in south
Lebunon is  Meridor, a
many-times-bankrupt busi-
aessman with the habit of
curning te the stale to cover
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ISRAEL’S WIDE
"WAR

Sharon and Begin

his debts.

He got his fame before
the 1981 election - when he
announced that in a secret
laboratory his scientists

had found a new type of

energy that will free the
world of the need for Arab
oil. This was later proven
to be a fake by a crook well-
known to the police.

Now he is ‘responsible

for 'aid to the civilian
population’.  Up to last
month he stopped any

rebuilding in the destroyed
Palestinian refugee camps
in an attempt to push the
dwellers bevond the Syrian
lines. Nuow, with the rift
between Israel and Presi-
denc Gemayel, he is trying
to sell the refugees the
ready-made houses that his
new pr.vate company has
built in Israel.

Of Gemayel,
‘A president that has no-
thing to say even in ‘his
cotntry, and that is a hero
as long as we sit in Leba-
non, won't tell us when to
leave Lebanon.’

Gemayel, on. his side,

aspires to become a client

of the US on his own. Heé
has demanded that the im-
perialist force currently
policing Beirut be expand-

ed to 30,000 soldiers, and-

he ready for a long stay.
Up to then he is not sure
even of his rule in Beirut,
and ' neither he nor - the
Americans seem  to  be
pressing hard for a quick
Izracli withdrawal.-

he says: '

v Socialist-Org.niser ne.d 14 Jariesr, & o ~22 Fapr ©

ternational News

Many Israelis emit a
sigh as they pass the Lod
(Tel-Aviv) airport terminal
on the Jerusalem-Haifa
road. -There is even a
popular  love-song for
‘terminala’.

But now El-Al, the state
airline, has been closed
by the government, and the
airport declared ‘a_police
arena’, prohibiting the
5,000 workers from enter-
ing their former work-
place. Some workers
demonstrating elsewhere,
near the company's head-
quarters, were dispersed
by cruel police beating.

The whole EI-Al affair
developed through a. series

of open government
provocations, designed to
force the workers into

confrontation and humilia-
ting defeat, despite their
agreement to severe pay
cuts and lay-offs.

The problem for the
government ‘is the very
reason, for its current
popularity with the Jewish
masses — the war boom.
They can boast no unem-

Advertisement

The Socialist Workers’
Party of the USA, an
old-established Trot-
skyist group, has rec-
ently and suddenly
announced that
Trotsky’s theory

of ‘permanent revo-
lution’ was wrong
after all. This new
pamphlet - 40p
plus postage
from PO Box
135, London
NI1.0DD : looks
ar the arguiments

NING

ployment at a- time of a
world crisis, no fall in
living standards, and an
almost free villa on offer for
every Jew ready to settle
on the: West Bank, half an
hour drive from Tel-Aviv's
centre.

All this financed by
printing shekels, at the cost
of inflation soaring above
170% and sure to set a new
Israeli record this year ...
and by American dollars.

The issue of American
aid has brought a new
political scandal. The party
of the {(somewhat sober)
well-to-do-buyers, the ‘La-
bour Ma’arakh, is blamed
for calling on the US to
cut aid and topple the
Begin government.

The war itself is losing
popularity as it drags om.
but ‘Labour’ is winning
nothing from that. They
supported it all along, and
even now do not call for
withdrawal from Lebanon.

Their gamble on the US
seems to have gone wrong.
as the American congress is
discussing raising Begin's
war royalties even farther.
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Mary Wilkins
spoke to Sue
Lister, a
member of
the women'’s
advisory com-
mittee in the
white collar
union
ASTMS,
about organi-
sing women
in the unions

IN our union, the Women's
National Advisory Comimit-
tee (NAC) is certainly moye
radical than the NEC. The
NAC supported the Green-
ham Common women when
they were arrested and
demanded their immediate
release. It has also been .
active on the question” of
women’s rights in Ireland.

-+ ASTMS organises the
whole of Ireland. The NAC
has been fighting attempts to
make contraception illegal in
the South, and has taken up
the question of abortion
rights in the North and the
South,

.. The NAC is made up of
activists. All the women on
it are active on the divisions.
At the same time the NAC
meetings are far more con-
structive and supportive than
most ASTMS  meetings.
Women listen to each other

and don’t keep interrupting -

or trying to dominate the
giscussio,n in the way men
O.

It was set up in 1975 to
advise the NEC on issues
relating to women, Some
women were opposed to a
Women’s National Advisory
Committee on the grounds
that §¢ would enable the
NEC to shelve women’s

i

.- Fighting the cuts: “In

issues and exclude them
from NEC discussions — and
thjs is what thc NEC hoped
would happen. Fortunately
they were proved wrong and
the NAC has become an
effective ‘ginger group’ to

pressurise the NEC into
activity. -
Each division has a

women’s advisory committee
just as each has a health
service advisory committee,
BL advisory committee, etc.

Delegates

All -divisional advisory
committees  except  the
women’s advisory committee
elect their own delegates to
the National Advisory Com-
mittee. The delegate to the
Women’s National Advisory
Committee is elected by the
full divisional council -
clearly so that it can control

German

IN the face of a concerted
attempt by government,
employers and the media to
force us out of the work-
place and back into our
‘natural’ place in the home,
women have to- respond

o

- : g ;
“Women have a right to work, (oo’

with a campaign for a
woman's right to work and
for . a woman’s right to
choose,

So what’'s new? Well,
these are the conclusions.
reached not' by women

our union, the women are certainly more radical than the NEC”

the Women's Advisory Com-
mittee. This is just one
example of the anomalous
situation the Women’s
Advisory Committee has to
contend with,

une division, Yorkshire, -
" has actually wound up its

women's advisory commit-
tce on the grounds that
the  Women’s  National
Advisory Committee dcals
with women’s issues. The
NAC is chaired by the only
woman NEC member and
the secretary is one of the
few women full-time
officials.

Are issues affecting women
taken up at a local level?
Most divisional advisory
committees have regular day
schools on specific bargain-
ing issues affecting women
and ‘combat schools™on how
to negotiate with manage-

_ment on health, low pay,

sexual harassment or general

fighting against the effects
of Tory economic policy in
Britain, but by women in
West Germany.

The call for a national
campaign for a woman’s

right to work came from the ~

matters  abnut  women's
involvement in politics. -
We hoped initially that
the NAC would be able to
initiate industrial  cam-
paigns .on issues affecting
women. This proved impos-
sible because industrial cam-
paigns arc controlled by the
industrial sections in the

union, to which the NAC has .

no input except via the NEC.

We have had considerable
success on other issues. We
have been able to make
childcare a union issue. Now
conferences have creches and
there are child-care allow-
ances for people attending
union meetings. This was
only achieved through NAC
pressure. .

On the question of abor-
tion rights, the NAC was
able to put pressure on the

- NEC to campaign against

Corrie. This in -turn meant

women's workshop at the
first national conference of
unemployed workers’
groups held in Frankfurt on
December 2-5.

There are now nearly two
million unemployed in

Jaking women’s voices
|heard in the unions

that the TUC was pushed to
organise action against the
Bill. -

Similarly the NAC was
able to ask the Parliamen-
tary Committee of ASTMS
to support the Breast Cancer
Clinic in London which is
under threat of closure,
without having to wait for
the NEC.

The main role for the
NAC is to pressurise the
NEC to take up issues affect-
ing women in the union. It is
also able to make an input
into the TUC women’s com-
mittees, the EOC and other
national bodies.

Do you think the Women’s
National Advisory Commit-
tee has improved the posi-
tion of women in the union?

The problem is that the
NAC is purely advisory.
Power lies with the NEC.
When the NAC makes pro-

West Germany. - Union
leaders have accepted
large - scale redundancies
over the past few months
without fighting  back.
But while these waves of
redundancies have only just
begun to hit male German
workers, immigrant and fe-
male workers have been
experiencing redundancy
for much longer — and are

‘already well acquainted

with  union leaders’ un-
willingness to fight for their
jobs.

Five

The workshop felt the
campaign should be based
“on five main demands:

1. A woman's right to a
paid job.

—cut the working week
with no loss of pay to get rid
of unemployment.
—workers' control of work-
ing conditions.

2. No discrimination at
work or on job applications.
3. ° Workers to fight re-
dundancies.

4, Full uncmployment
benefit for women, regard-
less of family status or

" support from the

posals to the NEC they
cither get passed because the
NEC doesn’t want to be seen
to oppose them, or the NEC
refers them back to the
NAC. ’

Example

To take one example, the
last Annual Delegate Con-
ference called for an inquiry
into women's involvement in
the unjon at all levels.
Nothing' was done until last
November when the NEC
called on the NAC to do the
work., The NAC pushed it
back to the NEC, arguing

.that it was the NEC’s job- to

make an ~ inquiry and
improve women’s position in
the union — and criticised

. the NEC for delaying, and

leaving insufficient time
before the next ADC in May,
to carry out the inquiry.
This situation will only
be resolved when there are

women get organi

nationality.

5. Improved training for

women, especially appren-

ticeships for young women.
It was generally agreed

that these demands could

not be won in a capitalist

system. But there was a -

call - for® unemployed
women'’s groups to be set
up, to organise women to
fighi for these demands,
with a national conference
planned for the spring.
West German women are
also organising for im-
proved abortion rights.
The Catholic Church has
just officially launched a
national anti-abortion
{sorry, pro-life} campaign,

"with a series of local rallies, -

with some backing from the
Protestant church.  The
Church is expecting
new
CDU/FDP (Conservative/
Liberal) coalition govern-
ment which looks likely to
be returned at the Spring
election.

And of course, in cam-

. paigning against abortion,

the Church is helping
foster a climate of opinion

'set up women'’s seats. Letters

“asking how this should be

_divisions.

. up questions which affect

morc . women on the NEC,
through whom the NAC can
have a direct input.

Are you trying to increase
women’s representation on
the NEC?

Yes. At the moment only
one member of the NEC of
24 js a woman — despite the
fact that 20% of ASTMS
members are wamen. 1 think
only three women have ever
stood for wne NEC - and
one of them was me. But we
have just won agrecmcnt im |
principle from the NEC o

have-gonc out to divisions

organised.

The NEC is proposing
two national women’s seals,
elected by all the members.
The women elected would
have to tepresent all 16

My Divisional Advisory -
Committee, on the other
hand, - is calling for four
seats, each elected woman
responsible for four divisions
and thus answerali. 10 a
clear section of tlic muavers
and ask to fight for their
demands. -

Nothing can change,
however, until the 1984
Rules Revision Conference.

If we win women’s seats
on the NEC, the futurc will
be much better. We will be
able to exert more pressure
on the NEC, and hopcfully
establish effective contact
with the industrial sectors.
The NAC will' still be vital
— possibly even more than
now. Women NEC mem-
bers will need the support
of the NAC, and their work
will be complementary.

Do you think other unions
should have a Women's
National Advisory Com-
mittee?

Yes. In most unions,
wonien members are under-
represented on the leader-
ship bodies. Until we get
equal representation, NACs
are the only way of pushing
forward on women’s issues.
This means not only taking

women, but making it more
possiblec for women to be
active in their union,

"which will help the right to

be elected.

Pro-abortion rights cam-
paigning in West Germany
is done by the ‘218-groups’,
who held a national con-
ference in Hanover on
December 4-5. (Paragraph
218 is the anti-abortion
clause in West Germany's
constitution).

The fifty women from 17
different towns who
attended discussed ways of
campaigning against this
attack, but also discussed
the current campaigning
around the ‘Dortmund
decision’. -+ This is the
recent case where a court
ruled in favour of a woman
who protested that she was
being forced to finance
abortions by paying her
‘National Insurance’ con-

tributions. The case has
now gone to appeal.
The conference has

called a national demon-

stration on February 26 for
‘A Woman's Right to
Choose’.

jenny Fisher
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London Labour Briefing, founded in 1980, has
now become a widely-read monthly bulletin of
the Labour Left, and inspired other Briefings

in Brighton, Merseyside, Nottingham, Strath- ’
clyde, West Midlands, etc. On February 5
they will be meeting in London to discuss a
national network. Martin Thomas interviewed
Graham Bash, political editor of London Labour

Briefing.

SINCE Briefing started, it
has had two major cam-
paigns — the campaign to get
a feft Greater London Coun-
cil [GLC], a.d Target 82,
the campaign directed to-
wards the boraugh councils.
What’s next?

There's no immediate answer
to that, Briefing now faces a
more general task — to build
up concentrations of
strength, to build up a unity
for the hard left in the
Labour Party, and to turn
the Labour Parties outwards
so that we can recapture lost
ground,

Above all, we must learn -

the lesson of the Deputy
Leadership campaign: the
hard left has gnt to build
outwatds, in particular in the
trade unions.

If there.is an immediate
specific campaign, it is pre-
paring for the mext general
election, We can help for-
ward the sort of campaign
that was originally developed
by the Socialist Campaign
for a Labour Victory [in
'1979]. The concept of fight:
ing for a Labour victory on
a hard left socialist pro-
gramme was a very valuable
one,

Clearly there is something in
Briefing which goes beyond
the immediate campaigns.
that’s shown by the fact that
other Briefings have devel op-
ed efsewhere.

‘We on London Briefing start
from one fundamental prin-
ciple: that our practice is
primary, that the labour
movement will respond to
our socialist, to our Marxist
ideas, to the extent that the
movement is feeling its
strength, Only insofar as it
we are eollectively strong
can our consciousness be
revolutionary,

" So our number one task
is to transcend the divisions
which preven. us fro.a feel-
ing our strength — divisions
between different sections of
the revolutionary left, divi-
sions between the revolu-
tionary left and the besisec-
tions of the Bennite left,
betweeni the constituency

Labour Partics and the trade

unions; between the struggle
in Britain and the struggle
internationally, between the
labour movement as a whole
and the women’s movement,
and between politics and life
jtself.

We've seen oursclves as
organising from within the
constituericy Labour Parties
because that's where we’re
strong, but at the crossroads
with the other levels of
politics.

We don’t work by impos-
ing our ideas from above on
sle, but by all-

ihe m

| ouing
irough our pages A

B tures, fowpeat

) I think th

R AT

tion of Briefing — a certain
openness, and also, hope-
fully, though perhaps not
sufficiently so, a hardness
and inflexibility when it
matters.

The February conference

. will have a limited role: con-
- ferences rarely go far beyond

the existing state of what is.

We. want to create a liais-
on between the various
Briefing groups. I'm not talk-
ing about a national paper,
or destroying the autonomy
of the local groups, but some
sort of link-up.

You tatked about a turn to
the trade unions being a
priority for the hard left in
the Labour Party. What role
can Briefing play in that?

The role London Briefing
has played in that has been
not very much, but what we
want to do is to attract
around us people who can
do that work, -

We’ve found that some of
our most important allies on
this have been the other
revolutionary groups. You’'ll
find that most of the indus-
trial articles in Briefing have
been obtained with the
assistance of members of
other revolutionary groups,

How much Briefing can
do in the trade unions de-
pends mostly on the extent
to which we can help tran-
scend the divisions between
the various revolutionary
groups. .

But our work in building
a cohesive left in the consti-
tuencies is also a contribu-
tion to the fight in the
unions.

Briefing has a wide reader-
ship, but a comparatively
tiny core of activists produ-
cing it. Do you see that as @
problem?

It’s certainly a problem, We
must further establish Brief-
ing as the legitimate voice of
the broad left, commanding
some loyalty from ail the
groupings of the hard left
and the revolutionary left,
then we can bring in some of
the energy from those group-
ings. It depends on winning
the support of existing activ-
ists who are already invotved
in other campaigns, rather
than creating a new layer of
activists.

What balance sheet would

you draw now on Briefing’s

two main campaigns, for

the GLC and for the bor-

ough councils?

.
The GLC campaign has heen
4 SUCCCSS,

The GLC is generally
geen 10 be under the conts!
of the iefr, Ken Bivingstone”

Voo trish st

. Party of Foot and Concann-

on, there is another Labour
Party — the Labour Party of
Livingstone and Bundred —
which takes a very radical
position, not only in words
but in deeds, on crucial
questions.

Whatever criticisms we
have of Livingstone on the
fares. campaign -— and those
criticisms were pretty clear-
ly voiced in Briefing — 1
think on balance that that
campaign wasa success.

It’s not quite so clear in
the boroughs. The Labour
Party as a whole took a
battering in the borough:
elections, and apart from a:
couple of areas it can’t be
"said that the hard left have
a great influence in the
borough councils.

But in Islington there are
people of the hard left in
leading positions, and they
are having to face up to
some very difficult problems
— such as what to do next
year about the rates,

1 have had lots of critic-
isms of Socialist Organiser
being opposed to ate rises
apparently on principle; and
it se¢ms to me that now that
some of the comrades of
Socialist Otrganiser are in
leading positions on councils
and facing the problems,
we’ll see the divisions tran-
scended.

Another round of rate in-
creases is still a possible
option, ’

Certainly Ken Livingstone
has played a good role on
issues like Ireland and gay
rights. But don't headlines
tike “Londan’s:Ours” (June
1981) and “Fortress Isling-
ton” (June 1982}, reflect
self-deception? Far from the
feft’s position in_the GLC
and Istington representing a
revolutionary  seizure  Of
power, the GLC wasn’t even
able to cut fares.

Aren’t you in danger of

accommodating  to existing |
raconciling the

structures,
Left to the role of admini-

strators, sacrificing political
sharpness, for the sake of
supposed strength and power
which in fact is illusory?

A really good question! Cert-

ainly we do not, and must
not, mistake the assumption
of office in the GLC or
Islington with a revolution-
ary seizure of power.

But such slogans as
“London’s Ours” were, in
my opinion, justified. We
have to learn to throw the
stigma of illegality onto the
class enemy — applying at a
local level the same type of
approach used at a state level
by the Bolsheviks in 1917,

We had just won an elec-
toral victory in London, and
we were -insisting om the
Labour Movement’s right to
govern London — ‘to tun
London our way’. It was
meant as a statement of
intent, a challenge to those
extra-parfiamentary forces of
the ruling class that have
thwarted Labour’s right to
govern,

‘Yes, the dangers of
accommodating to existing
structures are real enough —
at whatever level we operate.
But what is the hard Left to
do? We are in a real dilemma
here. If we are not careful,
we cgn end.up being just
administrators of Tory poli-
cies, and worse still, taking
political responsibility  for
those policies.

But because the GLC was
defeated on the fares, are
you saying it was wrong for
the hard Left to have inter-
vened in the fight for, and
assumption of office of, the
Labour GLC .in the first
place? Have we really reach-
ed the stage at which the
GLC is merely the adminis-
trator of Tory policies?

Have not important gains
— however limited — ‘been
made for the .labour move-
ment by the role of the Left
in the GLC, in Sheffield, and
in Islington?

It is true, howeyer, that
Heseltine’s latest penalties

- T1se!

“Opposition to cuts . . . a defining issue for the hard left”’

are a further major step to-
ward a situation in which it
becomes impossible for Left
councillors ~ to operate at
local level, and in which it
would be wrong for them to

- continue.

So 1 do take your point.

How would you assess the
experience of the last two or
three years with rate rises?

A lot of councils have cut
jobs and services. The critic-
ism should be concentrated
on that fact, and not on rate

S,

But I would rather look
forward. We would agree
that the campaign must be
to force more money out of
central government, as Isling-
ton is now doing.

To the extent that the
movement is strong, we can
get more resources out of
central government, To the
extent that we’re not, we
can’t,

I’m not at all admitting
defeat in advance, but to the
extcnt that we’re not suc-
cessful in the immediate fut-
ure, local authorities have
got to make some decisjons,

in certain circumstances
there can be a case for maj-
ority opposition, or for go-
ing intb bankruptcy. The
case for  disengagement is
certainly strengthened by

Heseltine’s latest penalties, .

which could mean enormous
rate increases in some bor-
oughs,

Disengagement wauld
be a statement that we have
reached the stage at which
sacialist councillors are no
longer able to use their posi-
tions to defend services. But
it would, be useless for one

or two authorities 1o disen-

age in isolation. Yo be

effective disengagement will
have to be organised in key
boroughs’ throughout
London. -

That means an immediatc
confrontation. If we've got
-the strength to do that, we
should do it. But if we have-
n’t the strengtk,..

Rate increases are no part
of a socalist solution. They
are’ o nething imposed on us
to the evtent that we lack
strength.

©othe
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. T don’t know. It’s time until

we're strong enough 1o
impose our solutions on the
bourgeoisie. To the extent
that we’re not strong enough
it could be time, time, time,
What would you say?

| don‘t think any of these
rate rises have gained time.
in Lambeth, for example,
the rate rises prepared the
way for the council to be
panicked into cuts.

Councils will never have
the strength to defeat the
government. A council has
very little power. What soc-
ialists can do is use the coun-
cil as a platform to mobilise
against the government. \

They should say that the
alternatives are a- big rate

rise — in fslington, for exam- .

ple, at least £4 a week on
average —
They should say they are
willing to fight both these

alternatives and to face the

consequences — surcharge,
disqualification, etc.

They should agitate for a
fight and try. to win a major-
ity in the focal labour move-
ment, They may not be able
to get that majority, but
that’s what they should fight

for and give a lead for.

Defining

But to go back to\ what
yau saying about the role of
Briefing as a framawork for
unity of the hard left: in
that context, what would

you see as the defining issues’

for.the hard left?

Total commitment to atl of
the constitytional victories
that have been won by the
Labour left, total opposition
to the register and refusal to
register. Commitment  to
accountability. )

A principled anti-imper-
ialist position on the inter-
national issues — Briefing has

“heen quite consistent on lre-

land and on the Malvinas
(where, frankly, I think we
had a far more coherent
position than Socialist Org-
aniser). Opposition to Sthlin-
ism. And. support for the
growth . -of the .women’s
movemendt. .

The last point, I think,
~means not only support tor
the fight of women within
bour Party, but wise
the  Labour Party
daoser B It hoeenpies

Cthin. ol

tildin

B

or severe cuts.

definition of politics itsel
We've tried to build a co
nection between sexual po
tics and class politics.
Finally, on local level
apposition to cuts. Ques

jons such as rate increas

are legitimate areas for di
agreement. ’

If Briefing did become
framework for unity of
hard left, with masses mo
activists, how would you s
it being organised?

To Aéome extent we've
ready bpilt a structure whi

con” ﬁrﬂte bridges betwe
:the..
-, ‘rgveinent, This has not

ifferent levels of 1

“ ways been without paying
" price, and 1 think on sot

‘need for such an o

_oceasions there’s been a f:

ure' of principled sharpm
and differentiation.

Be that as it may, we
made a start on uniting wi
in our structures many
the best sections of the ke
The left can unfy itS for
and embody the strength
the working class if we.c
learn to throw away comp
ing ideologies as such, a
party lines, in favour of
method that is open 2a
flexible.

The model I think is ve
useful is the way the Bols
viks developed in the reva
tionary period in 19
when they . transform
themselves into a very op
democratic organisation.

We have our debates
in the open, we're
imposing a line from abc
but allowing the best ac
ists to express their own
periences and their poli
through those experiences

The problem is, as
say, that we haven’t
many activists, Well, we
have lots of activists ¥
are prepared 0 assOC

" loosely  with Briefing, |

we have got 125 sellers
Briefing in London.

Y We're not a disciph
revolutionary  Organisat
I'm not at all denving
need for a disciplined ¢
lutionary organisation —
a Leninist, and I acuept

tion. But in Brie
operating at u Jift
and 1 think whet =
Hoas got a

rofe in erect

in ol
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Abridged and adapted from
the Hong Kong monthly
October Review, this article
describes the movement for
free trade unions in China
sparked by Poland’s example

THE 1980 autumn heat
from Gdansk reached
Peking, ten thousand kilo-
meters away. .
When the workerss’ strike
movement started in Poland,
regimes. of the Soviet bloc at
once signalled a red light and
denounced the workers for
their “antisocialist™ attempt
to form an independent

trade wunion. The Polish
United Workers Party
(PUWP) was urged to

respond with an iron hand.
But in Ching, the Com-

munist Party leadership res-

ponded quite differently. In

- the official organ of the

- CCP, the

People’s Daily,
anti-USSR  propaganda had
been focussing on  Soviet

intervention in Afghanistan -

and (allegedly, through Viet-
nam) in Kampuchea, and the

~ anti-USSR feelings of the

Polish  people-
tuned in well with the
propaganda; thus, its cover-
age on the strike movement
in Poland was rather detailed
and favourable.

This proved to have far-
reaching consequences.

White-hot

From August.14, 1980,
when the strike movement
began to turn white-hot, the
People's Daily reported on
the developments almost
every day for a month. On
August 18, the front page
headline read “Some

factories in Poland set up -

Suike Coordinating Com-
mittees to lead the strikes in
unison, and put forward 16
demands to the govern-

ment”. -
The report quoted fro;

Coordinating

communique:

the  Strike
Committee’s

apparently .

ORI TR S AL fIUG

“Even when the strike is

over, the Strike Coordinating *

Committees will not dissolve
but will continue to struggle
for the realisation of their
demands, they will become
the provincial committees of
the free trade union . ._The
workers make  political
demands such as the end of
censorship, guarantee of the
freedom of speech and
publication, formation of
free trade unions,
elimination -of privileges,
release of political prisoners
and others.”

Pickets

After August 20, thg
People’s Daily even carried
photos showing the striking
workers distributing leaflets
and the picket lines guard-
ing occupied factories.

Thanks to the reportage
in the CCP official papers,
the people of China have
generally come to know' the
methods, political demands
and victory of the Polish
workers, The stimulus was
beyond the CCP leadership’s
calculation and in the later
stage, irretrievable.

Of course, the Pedple’s
Daily repeatedly attacked
Soviet hegemonism, yet it
could not disguise the fact
that although anti-USSR
feelings played a part, the
Polish workers’ struggle was
directed first and foremost
at the PUWP bureaucracy.
The Polish workers were
putting forward = demands
primarily as workers and not
as Poles. The People’s Daily,
on August 20, had made a
reference to the demand of
the Polish workers in 1976:
“All power to the working

ciamped Jown.

class!”
As the Polish events
unfolded, the CCP was

increasingty aware that it
was playing with fire. The
People’s Daily started carry-
ing articles meant to
persuade the people that the
CCP and the PUWP were
different,

The papers described
how the trade unions helped
with -the livelihood of the
workers ‘and how the 3rd
session of the Sth National
People's Congress was *“a
congress of democracy and
reform™.

Boundaries

The CCP leadership takes
the Polish event seriously, It
is conscious that the Chinese
workers ‘are likely to follow
the Polish cxample, and per-
haps in a more radical way.

The Hong Kong Seventies
Monthly (April 1981) reprin-
ted an internal document

_produced by the propaganda

department of a provincial
committec in China on 25
November 1980, which poin-
ted out that “the impact of
the Polish cvent far exceeds

_its national boundaries.”

It proposed that the
authorities should adopt
measures  including __ the.

following: “To express that
it would promote extensive
socialist democracy -
recognise that the trade
union is an independent,
self-governing institution of
the working class, recognise
that workers have the right
to strike.”

Extension

The document concluded
by saying that “‘some coun-
tries in Eastern Europe are
very scared of the extension
of the Polish phenomena.
Czechoslovakia and East
Germany have taken
measures to blockade news
about the Polish event, and
have repeatedly published
sayings condemning the
emergence of anti-socialist
currents in Poland.

The

authoritics, in order to
prevent the extension of the
Polish event, are intensifying
their measures to further
control the trade unions,
continue the repression on
the Charter 77 movement,
and prohibit underground
Catholic publications.
Hungary tries to prevent
the emergence of indepen-
dent trade unions by giving
more power-to [state] trade
unions. Lately, East
Germany _ruthlessly
repressed a strike of under-
ground railway workers in

- order to prevent the appear-

ance of the Polish cvents in
East Germany. All these
induce international obser-
vers to make a rather justi-
fied prediction that in the
1980s, new upheavals caused
by the Polish events will
occur in Eastern Europe™.

Although this paragraph
did not mention China, its
implications were obvious.'It
is not known how the debate
went on in the party. But
speeches . _made by CCP
leaders and the régime’s sub-
sequent measures clearly
indicated the result of this
dcbate.

Posture

On 30 April 1981, Chen
Yu, vice-chairman of thc
official  China  National
Fedcration of Trade Unions,
took pains to affirm that
people in China who want ta
set up a Polish-type free

trade union “do not get the

support of the masses”, and
stressed that his union was
totally ‘independent’.

In the beginning, the CCP
tried to put up a posture of
reform to moderate its
antagonism to the people. At
the end of 1980, election of
people’s deputies on the

county level was conducted -

throughout the countryside,
and the system of workers
congresses was practised in
some enterprises.

On 2] March 1981, when
a delegation from the French
CFDT visited China, a CCP
official told the delegation

"OUR WORKING (L

{

Maoist ‘re-education’,

that among China’s 400,300

enterprises, 38,000 had
established workers’
congresses. He  frankly

-admitted that this was one
of the means to prevent a
Polish-type labour crisis in

* China. )
’ However, since the
bureaucrats at  different

levels of the hierarchy do
not wish to give up their
power, the county-evel elec-
tions had come across much
opposition from the cadres.
The so-called workers’ con-
gresses exist only in name.
Besides, the CCP is
entrapped in increasing econ-
omic difficultics and politic-
al crises.

Thus, the CCP (finally
decided to go on the road
that Czechoslovakia and East

L. bur th
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Germany took, and carried
out a ruthless repression of
opposition forces.

In April 1981 the CCP

authorities launched a
massive arrest of democratic
movement  activists, and

almost all editors of the
main samizdat publications
were arrested. At the end of
May 1982, after over a year's
detention, twoe ,of them,
Wang Xizhe and He Qiu,
were- sentenced to 14 years
and 10 years in jail.

In November 1981, the
Peking Municipal Govern-
ment promulgated a decree
forbidding the people to
demonstrate, mally or give
speeches at the Tian An Men
Square.

But the seeds of the anti-
bureaucratic struggle of the
Polish workers, ironically
dispersed by the CCP, found

rapid germination and
growth in the soil of China.
The Chinese people

expressed their -excitement
over the Polish events both
by words and by action.

Samizdat

Samizdat  publications
wasted no time in congrat-
ulating the Polish workers,
analysing this valuable exper-
ience, and drawing lessons
from the struggle of the
Polish warkers. The Chinese
working class also rcacted by
actual organisation; action
and strikes; the demand for a
Solidarity-typc independent
trade union gained popular-
ity. BN
Even students demanded
an independeni students’
union and started the organ-
isational work of linking up
with each other all over the
country,

Samizdat . publications,
whose banner is demacracy

and whose aim is to carry -

the Chinese revolution to the
end, burgeoned in Peking in
November 1978. It did not
take long for such publica-
tions to spread all over the
country. Most' of them man-
aged to stay independent of
party control. :

The samizdat
tions responded to the Polish
event with enthusiastic greet-
ings and unconditional inter-
naticnalist solidarity. The
of Sea Waves of
Qingdao, No. 7 (August
1980) said: “Public owner-
ship of the means of produc-
tion has not eliminated

ucating’ effect of Solidarnosc was more powerful.

.cssence  has

- political . party

publica- -

exploitation and repression

. . . Privileges which have

replaced capital are repress-

ing the labourers in a2 more
undisguised, intensive way

than capital. There is no sign

whatever of Marx’s most -
basic idea — the emancipa-~

tionof man . ..

“From Poland came the
news of victory of the
struggle of the working class.
This event tells us that:
socialism should be a
method for seeking the
emancipation of man . . .
one-party structure leads t
dictatorship.” ’

Party

In November 1980, Sea
Waves said: “The Polish
workers’ strike movement
fed by Walesa gained victory
with the formation of the
independent trade union,
and it has become the most
glorious new starting point
in the history of the inter-
national communist move-
ment . ..

“When the workers go on
a massive strike and them-
selves organise a trade union
that rcpicsents the interests
of the workers, when the
workers have the possibility
of their own independent
activities, a political party in
come out.
Political partics are simply
organisations which have
commaon  purpose;- unified
will, a programme and unan-
imont; intercsts. The Polish
Solidarity has all the above
conditions . . .

“Therefore, a second
has finally
emerged in socialist Poland,
and it is a political party
truly belonging to the work-
ing class.

_ Continuous

“The impact of the
vittory of the. Polish working
class is far from what they
themselves can estimate, and.
it is not limited by national
boundaries. It is a brand new

‘milestone for the communist

system. It has shaken and
negated all regimes carrying
the brand of socialism,

“It is an example for the
labouring people of the
socialist countries. It starts
and develops the possibility
of continuous revolution
under socialist conditions.”

The Free Forum of



angzhou, The Suii of
hanxi, and the organ of the
fitional Unofficial Publica-
ons  Association, Duty.
rinfed the “21 demands
the Polish workers” and
e “Charter of rights of the
plish workers™, so that the

pople  could  (Fuov  the
tailed demands of the
lish workers.

The sanrizdat  publica-

pns also pointed out that in
land, frecdem ot publica

pn could be achieved
ough strikes,

The Qingdno Theoretical
knner  (TFeuruary
pinted out that “the prim-
v reason for the victory of
¢ independent trade union
Poland is the accelerated
composition  of  burcau-
atic  privilcges  and  the
neral awakening and true
lidarity of the masses,”

Revolution
“The rule of the burcau-

atic  class  fmust not be
placed by the rule of the
purgeoisic . . . the only

prrect way out is to build a
stem of proletarian demo-
acy suitable for this partic-
Jar  transitional period in
tory, organically
mly linking up true public

pdernising”’ but retaining old-fashioned repression: Deng

1981)

and _

ownership with true demo-
cracy  so  that théy will
complement and guarantee
cach dther in the forward
stride on the road to truc
socialism ...

“There is the possibility
that China would accomplish
radical revolulion by a road
more chaotic than Poland’s
... Let us firmly unite under
the banner of proletarian
democracy, and  fight  to
climinate all class gule, class
exploitation and class repres-
sion, and help advance
China’s  overall. modernisa-
tion construction!”

The impact of the Polish
workers’ movement was not
only” on militants of the
samizdat publications. Decs-
pite the government block-
ade of news, fragmentary
information shows that since
November 1980, strikes and
workers’ actions have repeat-
edly occurred in China.
Moreover, the demands that
the warkers put forward are
not limited to cconomic
ones, but also include the
demand to sct up Polish-
stylc  indepenent  trade
unions.

The samizdat The Sail
(December 1980) reported
on spontaneous action by

.ility.. over

Soldier restrains demonstrators in Shanghai

the workers in the Taiyuan
Steel Factory. This action
was linked to the Polish
trade movement and the
article proclaimed that “the
working class of our country
has re-awakened.”

The official Changjiang
Daily, 14 January 1981,
reported on attempts to
organise independent trade
unions. The official Wuhan
Daily, on 29 January ‘1981
reported that some Wuhan

workers  demanded  the
formation of -free trade
unions. )

The cditorial of the

official Workers® Daily, 16
February 1981, mentioned
that in many regions {includ-
ing Shanghai, Wuhan and
Xian), workcrs wanted to
organisc indcpendent trade

- At b
rord
Ly e

unions.
On 8 March 1981, three
printing  workers  {rom

Taiyuan were sentenced to
imprisonment for Srganising
the “China  Democracy
Party™, )

The demand to organise
independent trade unions
was not limited to the
centrat plains of China. The
Lhasa Radio reported on 24
January 1981 that among

those arrested during a

demonstration, there were
workers wanting to organise
an independent trade union.

1t is-difficult for the out-
side world to know the
number and scale of strikes
not rcported in the official
media. However, specula-
tions can be made of the
degree of scriousness from

o,

on

-the
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fear and vigilence
expressed by the government
lcaders.

Students were also atfec-
ted by the Polish example.
The official Changjiang Daily
of 14 January 1981 reported
on attempts to organise inde-
pendent students unions,
Samizdat publications
revealed that Tu Shen, the
Hunan student leader, went
on a hunger strike with 87
students in October 1980
and then led a student dele-
gation to petition in Peking.

On his way he exchanged
ideas with students from
other universities, and they
discussed preparations for
sefting  up a  national
students union.

In April 1982, the CCP
central leadership proposed

Jailed: Wang Xizhe

to the National People’s
Congress to delete from the
Constitution  the  article
guaranteeing the workers’
right to strike.

And in May 1982, the
State Council issued “Regu-
lations “concerning rewards
and penaltiés for workers in
enterprises” which threaten-
ed workers with economic
penalties and administrative
dismissals in order to tighten
its control over the workers.

The country is still
bogged down in deep econ-
omic and political crises,
Party cadres on all levels
continue with, if not inten-
sify, their corruption,
bribery, privilege-seeking
activities, so that the author-
ity that the Deng faction had
when it first resumed power
has declined drastically. The

party is confronted with an
unprecedented crisis in faith
and confidence. In this land
where the people are thirst-
ing for changes, the Polish
experience is like a tprch
lighting up a whole pile of
dry wood.

For the moment, the
Chinese democracy move-
ment has been repressed and
the working class is under
more severe attacks. Similar- .
ly, Solidarity has been
repressed. However it has
not been crushed.

With the deterioration of
the économic and political
sitvation and the further
decay of the bureaucratic
rule, the resurgence of a
socialist movement for- true
democracy waged by the
Chinese and Palish people is
inevitable.

The Chinese with no rights

THE issue of dual nation-
ality df Ilong Kong and
Macao Chinese has been
drawing increasing attention
and worries from among
Chinese here in these two
places through the increas-
ingly discovered and publi-
cised cases of the disappear-
ance of Hong Kong Chinese
traveiling in China and the
refusal of the British colon-
ial government in iong
Kong to take any responsib-
the Jegat and
political rights of these Hong
Kong travellers.
0-one knows how many
Hong Kong Chinese travelers
have vanished in China. One
estimate is that 100 people
at lcast were - arresied last
vear for one rcason or
another., 4.5 million Hong
Kong Chinese visit China
each year.
In anc case in 1981, a
Hong Kong Trotskyist, Ng
hung-yin, was arrested on a
sit to China and pressured
to become am informer. Do-
zens of Chinese opposition-
ists may have bcen arrested
as a result. Ng has been ex-
pelled from the Revolution-
ary Marxisi League] .

On the one hand, the
Chinese govermment  doces
not reeognise dudl national-
ity for any Chinese national.

That s apparently and
tormally in line with the
long-existing  refusal to
recoguise the colonial status
of these two places, official-
ly spelled out by top Chinese
officials m 1949 and there-
after. .

However, the continuing
colonial rute of Hong Kong
under the British and Macao
under the Portuguese
remains largely impossible
without the material support
and implicit approval of the
Chinese government as the
two places depend heavily
on the supply of basic food-
stuffs, electricity, ®ater., elc
from the mainland. -

The British colonialists,
on the other hand, continue
to rip off enormous wealth
and snatch huge economic
and political benefits from
the colony. While paying [lip-
service to the interests of the
population of Hong Kong

and ingisting on the legal
justification of the . three’
unequal treaties (in 1842,
1860 and 1898) that

brought Hong Kong urder
colonial  rule, they arc
refusing to defend the basic
legal rights of Hong Kong
Chincse  from  the colony
while travelling in China,
This does not mean to
say that it is in the interests
of the Hong Kong and
Macao Chinese to insist on
the consolidation of the
colonial ruic against the
formal claim of China, but
the naked hypocrisy of the
colonial government must be
exposed and condemned.
And the question of re-
integration back into China
does not stand on ils own,
Re-integration without
socialist democracy, the
right of the population in
the democratic say in the
running of the economy and

.of the pulitical administra-

tion ang without the eradica-

tion of .the system of privil=

cges and bureaucratic fule, is
not what the population
here wants. ’

~ The fight together with
workers, peasants and demo-
cracy fighters in the main-
land and Taiwan for genuine
socialist democracy and for
democratic re-integration

should be: the only viable
political way out for the
Hong Kong and Macao popu-
lation,

Meanwhile, we shouid
start from the concrete
defence of the political and
legal rights of Hansen Huang,
Liw Sanqing, as well as Xu
Wenli, He Qiu, Wang Xizhe
and other detained Chinese
Democratic Movement activ-
ists.

From the Bulletin of the
Chiteve Democratic Move-
ment, November 1982,

Jailed: He Qiu

*Hansen Huang is a
lawyer from Hong Kong who
vanished in Peking early this

~ year,

*Liv Sanqing, .a Hong
Kong political activist, went
to Canton for a two-day
visit in December 1981, and
has not been heard of gince,

*Xu Wenli, a well-known
activist in the Chinese demo-
cratic movement, was arres-
ted in August 1981 and in
Junc 1982 sentenced to 15
years’ jail for “organising
a counter-revolutionary
clique™, etc. :

*He Qtu was reportedly
sentenced in May 1982 to 10
years” jail for “counter-
revolutionary  propaganda™
and “'sabotage”.

*Wang Xizhe was
sentenced, also in May, to 14
years” jail on similar charges.

f

*Contaét: Chinese Demo-
cratic Movement Resource
Centre, PO Box 89278,
Kowloon City Post Officc,
Kong Kong, Socialist Com-
mittee in Defence of the
Democratic - Movement in
“China, c/o 41 Brondesbury
Road, London NW6.



Socialist Organiser no.114 January 6 1983 Page 10

|Change and

Power without glory is the

theme of a recent book* on
community struggles in Glas-
gow’s Gorbals. Ronnie Clyde

reviews it

*“Changf and Conflict — A study of community work in-
Glasgow", Barbara and Richard Bryant, Aberdeen University

Press, £6.00.

*Change and Conflict — a
Study of Community Work’
in Glasgow” was published
three days before the recent
by-election in Queen’s Park
(Glasgow).

The Glasgow Evening
Times reported on this
book’s contents under the
headline “Book’s Shock
Attack* on Gorbals MP”,
whilst the SNP candidate in

" .the book . .

the by-election called for an -

immediate inquiry into its
allegations about the late
Labour MP Frank McEihone.

Socialist Organiser sup-
porter Stan Crooke, recently

Rich

ALL over Greater London,
the need of Londoners for
homes gets greater and more
desperate. Yet Council hou-
sing stocks are depleted by
being sold off, and all too

often, the only building and -

development taking- place is
that of huge office blocks.

_ The deepening crisis of
capitalism dissuades finance
houses and pension funds
from industrial investment
towards land speculation and
in particular, the over devel-
opment of office blocks,
irrespective. of whether they
will be let in the immediate
future. ’

Thus in all the ‘villages’
that comprise the Greater
London conurbation, we see
vast empty unwanted offices
blighting the envitonment
and offering no benefits to
the community — monu-
ments to the ‘alienation’ of
capitalist production that
Marx detected 100 years
ago.

A dozen or $0 campaigns
have grown in Central Lon-
don focussing on the need
for *homes not offices’, from
the ‘Green Giants’ of Vaux-
hail to the Docklands Devel-
opment of East London.
And the problem has spread
to the suburbs.

In Richmond-upon-
Thames (main industry tour-
ism) it became clear to many
concerned residents that the
main purpose of-the 1980
Richmond Town Aica Ac-
tion Plan, was to bulldoze
much of the townscape for
290,250 sq. tt. of office
space. Much of this has now
been built, but not a part of
it rented or even likely to be
in the immediate futurc.

Of course, the Arca Ac-
tion Plan was loaded with
promises.of conservation and
restoration of buiklings list-
ed for their historic and ar-
chitectural interest, but the
Richmond  Council  {con-
trolied by the Tories through
he Mayor's casting vote) has
reneged on most of those
arontises. oy 20 vears they

vive aflowued e Riverside

A

expelled from Queen’s Park
CLP for his criticisms of the
local councillors and late MP
described the book as “my

ticket back into the Labour.

Party”. But Helen McEthone
the widow and now succes-
sor of the laté MP would
only say: “I have not read
. to libel the
dead is dreadful”.

Local community activ-
ists who have had a chance
to read relcvant chapters of
the book, however, vouch
for its accuracy. Throughout
the seventies the authors
were community  work
teachers attached to Cross-

onflict in the
Gorbals

-

roads, a nctwork of tenants
asgsociations, community
groups, etc., covering the
Gorbals and neighbouring
Govanhill. -
‘Most interesting is their
detailed description of the

‘late MP’s attacks on two
Crossroads “fieldwork units” 1

i.e. information centres, onc
in the Gorbals and one in
Govanhill, in 1977 and
1978. :

The first attack came
after a particularly stormy
i meeting of the

Anti-Dampness
Campaign (then at the height
of its activity) at which
McElhone had come in for
heavy criticism from. the
local tenants.

After the meetin
Richard Bryant was phon
at home by McElhone. The
MP accuscd him and the
students under his tuition of
“masterminding an attack on
the local Labour Party”, and

“reminded” Bryant, that he,.

McElhone, as a Iunior
Minister at the Scottish
Office, had direct respon-

‘sibility for the funding of

the Crossroads units.

Not long after this inci-
dent, McElhbne, together
with various civil servants

“and Regional Councilloss,
paid Bryant and his students
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a visit. In three hours of
“tense discussion” he
accused them of “encourag-
ing irresponsible action”, of

~ “acting as ‘cheerdeaders’ at
demonstrations and general-
ly ‘stirring things vwp’ * and
claimed that one or two of
the units should be trans-
ferred since they allegedly
represented “too great a con-

. centration of community
work resources™ in the area.
The Crossroads  staff
countered McElhone’s attack
by appealing for support
from the local community
groups,

workers) and various colleges
and universities in Glasgow.

site of once attractive histor-
ic buildings to fall' into ex
treme dilapidation.. }
The legislative reforms
for building preservation
contained in the 1971 Town
& Country Planning Act de-
pend for their effectiveness
on the willingness of local
authorities to serve repairs
notices on owners of such
property. Richmond Coun-
cil refused to do this for the
Riverside Site (of which they
were owners of a third) and
evicted the squat organised
by Battered Wives, smashed
up the interiors of the build-
ings, and refused to disclose
public information. 140,000
sq.ft, of offices were agreed
for the ‘viable conservation’
of the site, but now only 2
facades of one building will
be conserved.
. Richmond’s Old Town
Hall on this site was donated
to the ‘inhabitants of the Pa-
rish for municipal purposes
in 1888, but is now to be en-

Site Foranaee af oo

tirety gutted for offices and
shops. As Labour's Spokes-
person at the Public Inquiry
of 1980, I formed an ameni-

_ ty and conservation group in
March 1982 specifically to

defend the Old Town Hall,
and generally to fight for
‘Consultation not Croydoni-
sation” — ‘Homes Not Offi-
ces’. The group attracted
the support of nearly all res-
idents of the town across all
party political divisions, and
named itself Richmond Uni-
ted, (the suggestion Rich-
mond Resistance being rejec-
ted).

A public rally at the Old
Town Hall on June 8 1982
was packed with 400 people.
In August, the Council lead-
ers rushed to the High Court
in the Strand for a ruling on
their right to sell off the
Town Hall. Richmond Unit-
ed challenged their right. so
did the Attorney General
who opposed their plans in
court. Justice Warner ruled

mond United

that because the actual word
‘Trust’ had not been used,
the Council were not bound
by the terms of the gift.
Since then, Richmond
United has broadened its
campaign, studied local traff-
ic problems, organised a pet-
ition of over 3,000 names
collected in less than: 3
weeks, held another raily on
July 30, lobbied the Council,

and is now organising a local -

demonstration.

Office development Pro-
test Walk.
ary 29 °83.
Richmond Old Town Hall at
11 am. Proceed through the
town centre laying ‘white
elephants® on the steps of
Richmond’s 290,250 sq. ft.
of empty unwanted offices.
Rally at the Riverside (near
the White Cross) at approx.
12 noon.

Tim
Summers

from theit union’
branch (TGWU voluntary .

Saturday Janu- .
Assemble at’

© position.

T BY THE BEST IN CUROPE . . . . . ASSEMBLED WITH LOVING

Support was also sought
from  sympathetic local
Labour Party members such
as the late Geoff Shaw, one-
time convenor of Strath-
clyde Regional Council,

Unfortunately ‘“the hard
line taken by the MP was
supported by a majority of
the active members of the
local Labour Party”. But

elsewhere, <ue to their deep -

involvement in the struggles
of the communities in the
Gorbals and Govanhiil, the
Bryants and their colleagues
had no problem getting sup-
port. And this, together with
support from individual
Labour Party members, was
enough to” _beat back

‘McElhone’s attack.

Just a year later, when
Richard Bryant handed in
his resignation to leave for

" Ruskin College, McElhone

returned to the attack.

. Attemipts to. advertise for a

replacement were blocked.

The. Crossroads  staff
mounted a similar campaign
as in the previous year, but
under much more difficult
conditions. Geoff Shaw had
died in the meantime and
“bringing pressure to bear on
the MP from within the
Labour Party became a far
more difficult task”. Of the
three local Labour coun-
cillors, “only one was regar-
ded as being positively pro-
Crossroads™.

A public meeting was
organised, attended by over
100 tenants representing 21
local groups, and addressed
by McElhone. He again
accused the Crossroads staff
of organising actions which
were “‘unnecessary, damag-

" ing to the image of Glasgow,

and directed against the
Labour Party.”

He also claimed that
Crossroads
“generous grants”, whilst,
“many other organisations in
Gorbals and Govanhill —
including the Labour Party
— did valuable voluntary
work without receiving a
penny of public money.”

Those present were unim-
pressed. They - forced
McEtlhone to sign a state-
ment allowing  Richard
Bryants post to be' re-
advertised,

Subsequently, McElhone
manoeuvred to get three
conditions tagged on:

*Transfer of one of the
fieldwork units in the
Gorbals and Govanhill. ~

*A revised job descrip-

tion for the post.

*Applications tc  be
vetted by a selection com-
mittce (of which McElhone
was to be a2 member).

The Crossroads manage-
ment committee (which con-
sisted of delegates from the
various tenants’ ‘associations
and so on in the aréa) mct
to consider McTlhine’s pro-
One  view  was
summed up by a delecate’s
statement: “Td profer ot Lo
it i the Gorbals
wonne contiotled Ty e

-
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received -

vote, the meeting voted to
:i:cept McElhone’s ‘propos-
s, -

A replacement was duly
appointed. And the transfer
of one of the -units? With
the Conservative general
election victory in 1979,
McElhone disappeared from
the Scottish Office, and with
him the threat. of a closure
of one of the units!

“It is ironic to note that
Crossroads might have been
one of the few community
work agencies in Scotland to
have positively benefited
from the retutn of a Con-
servative government”, note
the Bryants. -

Why were McElhone and
so many of the Labour
councillors opposed to the
local community groups? AH
of them were,
“only” fighting for a better
deal for the area.

The answer is simple. The
late MP, and the councillors
who .shared his viewpoint
regarded themselves as the
source of power and privil-

“ege in the Constituency. 2
They wanted all attempts

to improve.the area to go
through the “existing power
structure”, i.e. themselves.

_ Activity

But the community
workers, the anti-dampness
campaign and the Govanhill
Action Group worked on a

" different set of ideas. They
being |

saw improvéments
achieved through the activ-
ity of the community itself.
That is why they met
venomous hostility from the
local Labour autocrats.

McElhone’s attitude is
reflected clearly in his state-
ment: “The failure of Cross-
roads was not to take advan-
tage of myself sitting as
Minister for Social Work for
the last three years — a
Minister who dictated to his
officials.”

McElhone and his ilk
would have preferred the
community workers to play
another role. ‘*‘There was
enough work for them. om
the social side - looking
after the senior citizens,

. helping them fill 'in forms,

that would have been 2 lot
more appropriate than the
public meetings with a lot of
heckling.”

. A statement from some-
one described as “a promin-
ent Labour Party member
from Gorbals and Govanhili”
sums up their whole con-
cept of politics:

after all,”

“] believe in the kind -

of Tammany Hall business
if you want things donc —
you speak to so and so, to
speak to so and sn, to manip-
vlate the situation, rather
than having open confronta-
tions . . . I've always had it
in my head that this is the
way to influence people ™
The appalling conditions
in the Gorbals and Govanbill
av are.prooct of the bank-
ptey of such un appioach,
The maost = g Cerary
cained it n years

- controlled by the established

was re-housing and compen-
sation for the tenants in the
dampnesstidden Hutcheson-
town °‘E’ scheme. This was
not achieved by “Tammany

Hall” politics; - but by

mobilisation and confronta-

tion. .
.Under - the rule of

McElhone, the Labour Party
failed to fight alongside the
tenants. It was a crutch
which McElhone, used to
prop up his autocratic
regime. -

Threat

McElhone’s followers in
the party were opposed to
the anti-dampness campaign:
. “Some members of the
local Labour Party resented
the style and tactics of the
campaign, It was too
abrasive, bloody-minded,
and went over the score
in the demands it made on
the local councillors . . . (it)
could not be disciplined or

power structure ~ of the
Gorbals ... . In short the
campaign was seel as a
threat”,

Inevitably, McElhcne’s
manipulative use of the
Labour Pasty to defend his
position of power and privil-
ege ended up bringing the
Party into di~repute. The
fact that. members of .the
Crossroads management
committee preferred having
no fieldwork unit at all to

one ‘“controlied by the
‘Labour Party”, or the
revious refusal of ‘the

ovanhill Action Group-to’
allow. the Labour councillors
to use their premises as a
surgery, are sad reflections
of this.

Break

The Labour Party hopes
to run society. But these
militant community activists
didn’t want to see it running
even dn information centre.
This was the lack of respect
brought upon the Labour
Party through the hostile
attitude and actions of
McElhone, the councitlors
and members of the Party
to local, independent work-
ing class mobilisations.
~ " The Bryants’ book also
edplains why the SO sup-
porter recently expelled
from the CLP met such a
faté. Many of those voting
for his expulsion must not
only have been aware of the
disgraceful events described
by the Bryants in their book.
They must have also active-
ly colluded in them.

McElhone has gone, but
his tradition lives on. The
CL.P rémains in the hands of
the Right, with an MP who
‘will no doubt prove a
“worthy” successor to her
late husband.

Ta break the hold of the
Righi, the left must organ-
ise with the same determina-
tien wiich, as the Bryant§
book ciearlv  denonstrates,
thi Kacht has used to stay in
power,




Nuclear-free

councils
must unite

West Midlands county coun-
cillor Dave Spencer reports

THERE ARE now 144 local
councils who support the
Nuclear Free Zone concept
and regard the idea of civil
defence in the event of nuc-
lear war as a farce..These
councils refused to take
part in" the government's

war planning  exercise,
Operation Hard Rock, last
September.

As aresult of this, CND’s
plans fur an opposing paral-
lel exercise (Hard Luck),
and NALGQ's advisory cir-
cuiar to its members in
Town Halls, Willie White-
law ‘postpuned’ the whole
operation.

At the same time he
threatened to amend the
regulations under the 1948
Cwil Defence Act in order
to force councils into line.
The Home Office produced
its proposals on October 6.
These are to be discussed
by councils by December
10, then taken to Parlia-
ment and made law by
April 1983.

The haste of all this
shows the fear with which
the Tories view the growing
peace movement.

The new regulations
include new powers for the
Hueme Secretary to give
individual councils specific
directives. Failure or refus-
al Lo comply with a directive
would allow the govern-
ment to take over the job
and charge costs to default-
ing councillors.

Local authority workers
will also be compelled to
undergv civil defence train-
ing if it is regarded as bein,
appropriate to their norma
work. Council will be
cxpected to provide suit-
able war headquarters and
to equip them with com-
munications and  other
equipment. They will also

oLIENLE

be obliged to organise

‘civil defence volunteers. . -

Delegates from the 144
NFZ councils met at a
special conference in Man-
chester on December 3, and
discussed an 8-point action
plan. The most important
item in my view is point 7:
“Work with local peace
groups to promote public
awareness of the govern-
ment’s proposals’’,

Important in this are the
links made with public
sector unions whose mem-
bers can be conscripted into
civil defence training — for
example NALGO, hospital
workers’ or teachers’ un-
ions, and so on.

Failed

‘In the past Labour coun- .

cils and the labour move-
ment have failed to unite
against the . government
and the courts on the cuts,
on cheap fares, and so on.
This time there is no quest-
ion of money or rate in-
creases — it is a plain poli-
tical and moral question.
Again there seems to be no
leadership coming from the

. Labour Party nationally.

With the general elec-
tion coming up and the Lab-
our Party conference com-
mitted to unilateral nuclear
disarmament, you - would
have thought this was an
election issue which ought
to be taken up by the Lab-
our Party in a big way. It is
up to rank and file Labcur
Party members to run cam-
paigns involving leaflets.
film shows, etc, to bring
home the issue of civil de-

- fence and not to leave the

Nuclear Free Zone resolu-
tions on paper only.

Kaposi’s Sarcoma (KS) was a
very rare skin cancer affect-
ing elderly men of Mediter-
ranean ancestry or young
blacks from Tropical Africa.
Since 1979, licugh, svveral
hundred youngish, healthy
American men have been
found to have KS$, and
alrcady nearly half have

Available from SO,
28 Middie Lane, Lon-
. don N8 for 60p incl.
postage.

died.

Also since 1979, several
hundred have caught pneu-
monia caused by Pneumo-
cystis carinii, a bacterium
related to the omne that
causes tuberculosis. This
preumonia has also often
been fatal.

The link is that some
85% of victims have been
gay or bisexual men,

Previously, both diseases
had been obscrved in trans-
plant patients. Their immune
defences had been suppres-
sed with drugs to prevent

rejection  of the foreign
organs, .
Lymphona
Diseases which exploit

such loopholes in the body’s
defences are calied “oppos-
tunistic” and many others
have been found in gay men,
such as a type of lyéphoma
(a cancer of thc immunec
system), fungal and prgto-
zoal infections, and
infections of viruses from
the herpes group, )

The herpes viruses
include herpes  simplex
(which causes cold sorcs and
genital herpes), herpes zoster
(measles, shingles  and
encephalitis), Epstein-Barr
virus (glandular fever and
Burkitts lymphoma), and
cytomegalovirus {a type of
glandular fever, congenital
deformities — and possibly
KS).

So what is the “oppot-
tunity”” some gay men scem
to be “offering” to thesc
diseases? The answer is AIDS
- Acquired Immune
Deficicncy Syndrome. 95%
of its victims are men and
98% of them live in the US.
In people with AIDS, discase
organisms (bacteria, viruses,
protozoa, fungi or cancer
cells) can get established
without the immune
defences killing them.

flow does the immunc
system work, then, and what
is AIDS?

Blood cells

When foreign substances
(e.g. germs) get into the

Killer
cancer

body, white blood cells res-
poad by making antibodies,
which help dcstroy the
intruders. Two types of
white blood.. cells, called B-
and Tdymphocytes, are
invoived in this.

The B-cells make the
antibodics, while the T-cells
control and rcgulate the B-
celis. ‘

There are two types of T-
cells — “helpers”, which
encourage the B-cells to
make antibodics; and
“Kkillers” which stop B-cells
making antibodies (prefer-
ably after the germs have
been dealt with).

Usually, there are- more
helpers than killers. But in
AIDS victims, there are morc
killers than helpers - with
disastrous consequences.
Any diseasc organisms which
gel wio the body can have a
field day! i

No one cause has been
found for AIDS though the
following factors may be
invalved.

1. Use ol drugs. Lots of
American gays snift
“poppers™, drugs such  as
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“THE FUNCTION of civil
defernce is not to encourage
war, or to put an acceptable
face on it. It is to adapt our-
selves to the reality that we
must live with, and to pre-
pare ourselves so that we
could alleviate the suffering
which war would cause if it
came’’,

With this humane expla-
nation, Wiliam Whitelaw
and George Younger intro-
duce the pamphlet ‘Civil

Defence: Why We Need It”, -
the government’s official
apologia for its civil defence

plans.

For anybudy with half
an eye on survival, howev-
er, such words cannot be
taken as face value.

The Christian - Aid/Ox-
fam sponsored journal New
Internationalist - provided
the following illuminating
account of the effects of
‘' just one ten megaton
bomb exploding over the
average city hall...** Such
a bomb would:

sFlash quicker than the
eye can blink, burmning cul
the irises of people over 200
miles away who were look-
ing in that direction.

¢ Leave a crater one and
a half miles wide and deep-
er than lLondon’s deepesti
underground railway.

* Smash all houses,
shops, offices, factories,
bridges and railways for a
further eight to ten miles.

* Burn or melt most
things, including cars,
houses, trees and people up
to twenty miles away. .

® Create a firestorm ...
a flaming pillar sucking in
winds of up to 150 miles an
hour .. within 25 miles of
the city hall, the firestorm

- would suffocale and roast

everyone in shelters. .

* Dump lethal radiocac-
tive dust and rubble down-
wind from the explosion...
in a corridor 20 to 30 miles
wide and 100 miles long,
everyone not in a well-
equipped shelter would be
killed by radioactivity”’.

But, as the magazine

by Les Hearn

amyl, butyl and iso-butyl
nitrites, which speed up the
heart and enhance feelings of
pleasure. Poppers seem to
cause an imbalance in the T-
cells and have been linked
with KS.

Hydrocortisone oint-
ments are also used to treat
piles ‘and various skin com-
plaints — and one side-effect
can . he to suppress the
immunec system.

2. Frequent use of
syringes (i.e. to inject drugs).

This s¢ems a possible cause

of AIDS in heterosexuals
as well, A virus that causes
hepatitis is already known to
spread in this way.

3. Anal intercourse. Not
restricted to  gays, though
probably less common in
hetere sexuals with the
advent of reliable contracep-
tion. Viruscs may actually
find it casicr to get into
the body (through sorc skin

“or hacmorrhoids) than by

vaginal  intercourse.  And
epeated  infections  with
viruses can wear down the
immune defences.

4. Many partners. AIDS

victims seem to have morc
scxual partners than non-
victims and the distribution
of cases (50% in New York,
25% in California and 7% in
‘Miami) suggests that some-
thing is being transferred
between partners.

Research into AIDS may
help answer many questions
about viruses, the immune
system and cancers, as well
as possibly removing a
source of fear and suffer-
ing from gay men. And there
is now a fair amount of
research in the US going on,
though 1 wonder whether
more would have beén done
if the victims bhad been
middle class, middle aged"
heterosexuals like sufferers
from “Legionnaire’s
disease™.

In Britain, little publicly-
funded rescarch is going on
and little pressure seems to
have been mounted to
encourage more, though the
London gay cominunity has
launched a memorial fund
(:he Terry Higgins Trust) to
pay for more research.

'Don’t forget
the aspirin!

-~ by councillor Chris Hickey .

points out, a nuclear war
would see more than one
bomb dropped. Indeed, the
recently cancelled Hard
Rock civil defence exercise
pianned for last autumn
was based upon a scenario
in which 105 nuclear missil-

. es would hit Britain.

These would be equival-
ent to 13,000 bombs of the
type that destroyed Hiro-
shima and killed 140,000
people.

How does the govern-
ment propose to protect us?
Mass evacuation? Deep
communal shelters? A shel-
ter for every family? Oh no
— this would be far too
expensive.

The Civil Defence pam-
phlet states, ‘‘the risk of
war is considered so slight
that the enormous expense
of providing shelters to
every family in the land
could not be justified... As
it is, more is being spent on
civil defence than pre-
viously — about £45 million
a year by 19834"",

Our frugal . masiers
appear less thrifty when i
comes to the actual weap-
onry of mass destruction.
The replacement of the
Polaris missile by the Chev-
aline warhead is costing
some £2,400 million, and
Trident £5,000 million.

Whilst huge sums are

. spent on tooling up the

British state, we, its sub-

- ject people, are given ludi-

crous advice on how to save
ourselves un the cheap.

“If you live in a block of
flats... five storeys high or

- more, do not shelter in the

top two floors... Use the
cupboard under the stairs
{as shelter)... You may
have casualties from an
attack which you have to
care for, perhaps for some
days, without medical help.
Be sure you have your first
aid requirements in your
survival kit... household
medicines and prescribed
medicines. And at least
aspirins or similar tablets,
adhesive dressing, cotion
wool...”’

Don't furget the aspirins.
The blast may give some-
one a headache!

But while the rest »f us
huddle under the stairs, top
puliticians, civil servants,
military personnel, and, no
doubt, a few captains of
industry, will vace for their
secret%unkers in the Chil-
terns, Salisbury and else-
where. i

Britain will be divided in-
to 12 administrative re-
gions, run by ministers,
and sub-regions run by the
Chief Executives of the
county councils.

Parallel with the admin-
istrative regions will be
military commands. They
will undertake the 'control
of selfish and disgruntled
minorities’, ‘subjection and
elimination of hostile ele-
ments’, ‘support and pro-
tection of special courts’.
and 'guards on internment
arcas’. N

Operation Square Leg.
the civil defence exercise
held in 1980, set asid: over

6,000 troops to ove
against ‘subversive’ ele-
ments.

Civil defence is about the
defence of ‘order’, of the
preservation and domina-
tion of the bourgeois siae
machine befure, during.
and after a nuclear war. If
we are serions about the
survival of humanity. then
that state machine must be
broken, and the order it
hoth protects and is part of
must be averthrown.

The slogan ‘socialism or
purbarism' has never been
more relevani than it is
today. )
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women’s opgression .
At a

port of the

We are writing in angry
response to ,the article
‘Campaigning against the
missiles’” SQ no. 108 and
also to draw critical atten-
tion to the present state of
CND.

Because the ~ article
appeared under the ‘Wo-
men in Struggle’ page and
emphasizes the fact of it
being purely a women
peacecamp, we  must

question itz effectiveness

relevance to the
women’s struggie as a
whole. The activists did
not use the publicity to
draw links between wo-
men’s daily struggles
under capitalism and how
this relates to the imperial-
ist war drive. This would
have benefitted both the
women's and the peace
movements.

Instead, the = women
allowed themselves to be
exploited by both CND and
the media as objects of
sympathy because they
were wormen.

As socialists we must
point out the relationships
oetween imperialism, cap-
italism, and the bour-
geols state. Therefore the
women would have realised
the state would never inter-
oret the word peace in
1Qeir interests,

and

No support

As socialists our attitude
w0 peace camps should be
one of no support. Peace
camps. and the double-
speak of  non-violent
dirent action which they
sngender, serve only to
distract from the major
:ask of building the mass
-ampaign, based in the
working class — building
.inks with Unions, the
Labour Parly and LPYSs,
tne  unemployed, ete,
_n short, winning the work-
sz class to a revolutionary
Jramme, the only
ive means ol achicy:
auclear

s :nilateral
nent,
GG osame way as ndi-
Sloe wBrrossm replaces
.me e shubloniry part, and
Cass <ith an elite nd in

I WAS pleased to read in
SO 111 about the linking of
CND with imperialism and

ND meeting
recently I asked whether
CND should be openly anti-
imperialistic. A member of
the Coimmunist Party said
that by being anti-imperial-
ist CND would lose the sup-
“‘General
Public"’ such as the support
of the people who suppor-
ted the sending of the Task

Force.

At a CND rally I was told
to take down an El Salvador
solidarity poster by a mem-
ber of Easington District
CND because we ‘'‘didn’t
want to appear anti-Amer-
ican.”" -

F have been told that
Trotskyists within CND are
using the campaign to
achieve their own political
ends. There is a strong
anti-Trotskyist feeling in
CND at the moment and

 Greenham sexi

the end an ineffective
secretive group, so the
peace camps lead to the
general neglect of the
mass campaign.

The middleclass nature
CND shows ijtself in the
moralistic and libertarian
approach to the practical
struggle for nuclear dis-
armament: the martyrdom
and the sexism of Green- -
ham common, and its
inability to confront - the

there is a feeling that the
influence of the left is too
strong.

Judith Bonner stated in
her report of the CND con-
ference that '‘the current
leadership of CND fails to
bring political debate into
the open’ . Logically CND
should openly. oppose the
Labour Party witch-hun..
Without the Loft in the
L.bour  Party nilateral
nnuvlear disarmament  will
never  hecome Labour

state due to its class
origins.

Civil disobedience and
a reformist attitude to the
state are a product of the
class nature and lack of
political direction of CND.
All practical activity  is
judged by the amount of
publicity it gains and not on
its contribution to building
the campaign.

The-major and the crucial ‘

failing of CND is its inabili-

Party policy.

Jack Dormand stated in a
letter to myself that ‘It is
not correct to asswme that a
policy must be included in
the manifesto because it
obtains a two-thirds major-
ity at a Party Conference.
In accordance with the
constitution the final
decision has to be taken by
a joint committee of the

Nativnal Executive and the

Shadow Cabinet . . .
How  political  should

ty to confront its own
historical errors. Thus
small gains are seen as
triumphs and- major
defeats as minor setbacks.
This inability to face reality
will bring about CND's
inevitable downfail.
Dianne Pearson
. and Brian Scott
Nottingham SO

Law unto himself?

Dear Comrades,

I am a member of the
LPYS and 1 would like to
comment on Bill Peters’
article on the T&GWU
leader Alan Law. Comrade
Peters compares this man
to the mafia chiefs in the
USA like Jimmy Hoffa.
Is this really true?

Why do trade union

.officials behave in such a

terribly  corrupt  way?
Surely they got involved
with trade unionism in the
first place, like myself,
because they cared about
the sufferings of working
people? .

Bill Peters did not really

WHAT'S

b SPARTACIST Truth Kit
“a B8 page analysis by Jofan

Lisvter, publivhed hi the
Wearkers' Boeilist $cague,

£l plas 20p postsue from

WSL, PO Box 135, London
TN UDID.

explain why they become
bad. 1 don’t believe you

" can say it’s because they

get a.big salary and drive
around in big cars, because
Arthur Scargill and Tony
Benn have lots of money
and yet they have been the
only ones of our leaders
who have tried to get
people out on strike against
the Tories.

classic

I think vne reason may
well be that as young
men or women they never
read any of the socialist
classics like the Ragged

LONDON ASSEMBLY: the
second London Assembly
will take place on'Saturday
January 29 1983, from 10
am to 1.30pm at Friends
House, FEuston Rd, London
NWI. Culled by the Greater
London Council and other
groups to ‘bring Londoners
together to discuss how we
can defend, extend and im-
prove our services’, Org;
anisations are invited to
nominate up to two repre-
senlatives. ’

WOMEN'S MARCH for
Jobs: National Planning
Meeting. Saturday January
15, 11.30am, County Hall,
Loncon SE1. All women
welcome. Details: Wom-
en’s Campaign for Jobs, 41

Ellington §t, N7.

Trousered Philanthropist or
The Road to Wigan Pier, so
they did not really under-
stand what socialism is
about. .

This is why the LPYS is
s0 imporlant. Because if
you can get people when

.they are young and show

them what socialism
really means then you can
stop them ending up like
Alan Law. After all, how

“do we know that Bill Peters

or any  other
won't become like Alan
Law. if they become
clocted into High Office?
Yours sincerely,
Irwin Alexander

socialigts

LABOUR Against the
Witch-hunt: public meeting
with Reg Race MP. Sun-
day January 9, 11am to
lpm, WEA, Cartwright
House, Broad St, Hanley,
Stoke on Trent.

LABOUR Against the

Witch-hunt: public meeting

with Reg Race MP. Chair:
Mark Fisher, prospective
parliamentary candidate for
Stoke Central. Sunday

CND be? Should CND be
openly anti-imperialist and
form links with groups
like ELSSOC? Should CND
be linked with women's

- rights issues? These are

issues  that should be
debated.

GARY SCOTT

Secretary of Easington

District CND

YOUR description ol the
AGM of the Labour Co-
ordinating Committee (John
Blaxam, Socialist Organiser,
November 25th) is fascinat-
ing, but alas in error,

The article states that
“Ann Cesck and Jon Lans-

man were kicked off the EC -

and Audrey Wise lost her
position as Vice Chair, as the
Clause  4/TLP/Peter Hain
grouping tightened their grip
on the LCC.”

In fact, nobody was
“kicked  oft™ ._anything.
Democracy ruled, voles were
taken and certain individuals
lost. A political decision was
being made. and the EC
voting was in keeping with
the line adopted on the
register which was surcly
unsurprising. Audrey Wisc’s
loss of position might just
have had somcthing to do
with the fact that she wasn’t
present and that her record
of attendance at EC mcet-
ings’ left something to be
destred.

Against

As [or this homogencous
group called Clause 4/ILP/
Peter Ilain — presumably
your ¢orrespondent failed to
notice that ILP spoke and
voted against the Clause 4/
Peter Hain statement which
appeared as an amendment
on the LCC order paper. We
were strongly against making
such a commitment to the
“cxisting Icadership” and
said so loudly and clearly.

Could it be that anyone
opposing the Socialist
Organiser position on  the
register  is automatically
dumped in the “cnemy?”
camp . . . on every issue?
What hope have we of
convincing the world when
other socialists jump to such
simplistic conclusions?

Yours fraternally,
ANNE-MARIE GRAITAM
Gencral Sceretary,
Independent Labour
Publications

January 9, 11am to 1pm,
. WEA, Cartwright House,
Broad St, Hanley, Stoke on
Trent.

BLOODY Sunday com-
memoration demonstration
— Sunday January 30 in
Leeds. North London mob-
ilising commitiee meeling,

" Monday January 10, John

Barnes Library, Camden
Rouad, London N7.

DON'T WAIT for the b
. needs your heip NOW.

y-election. Bermondsey

MASS CANVASS. Sunday January 9, 11am,
irom 133 Lower Road, London SE16. ’

- could be an

We invite readers

to send us their

letters, up to a

usual maximum

length of 400 words.
Send to

“Writeback”,

Socialist Organiser,

c/o 28 Middle Lane .

London NX.
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How to use
the courts?

THERE are a number of
points which in my view
John O’Mahony fails to
resolve in his critique of
Militant’s threat to use the
courts. We need to distin-
wuish hetween the particu-
lar way in which Militant
threatens to use the law
and the use of the law in
such disputes in general.

[n spite of their stale-
ment that they don’t sece
the courts as a substitute
for  a  political  fight,
O Mahony is right to point

out that Militant in fact do ™

see the court as a sibsti-
tute, This is perfectly clear
from their initial attempts
at compromise and from
their failure as yet to work
with the broad CLP left in a
united fightback.

But does this .mean that
the use of the courts cannot
in principle be an adjunct
to the political struggle
fur democracy in the labour
movement? I think not.

It is important to win
time to mobilise and organ-
ise the forces of the left
against Golding and Co. A
court case is also an arena
where a political case can
be made and can reach a
broad public for the right of
all socialists to organise in

the Labour Party. It can be-

made into an effective
publie forum.
The right can only

achieve their goals by viol-
ating their own legality, the
use of the law by the left
effective
weapon for directly resist-
ing their moves as well as
for helping to mobilise
support against them.

This is not to say that
resort to the courts will
necessarily ‘work’. I do not
share O'Mahony’s faith in
the “high level of justice
and  impartial  dealing
within existing laws’” which
British courts are meant to
show. Tell that to the
defendants in Brixton or to
the GLC!

We can never rely on
them but we should know
how to use them when the

.LABOUR Committee on
lieland: annual general
meeting 1983 will be on
\arch 26. Resolutions to be
i -bv February 27. There
will be an extended meet-
wyg of the LCI National

.ouncil on Junuary 22.

Piastic Bullets: a
4y movement delegate
ronference, Saturday Feh-
ruary 26, from 1lam at
UMIST, Barnes Wallis
Building,
Manchester 1. Sponsors
include Labour Committee
on  freland. To sponsar,
~enrl delegates  {fee  £3),
or (o order ieaflets (£6 per
004, vontact: Plastic Bul-
itn Conference, Box 15,
itl-6 Hauging  Ditch,
Manchester M3 4BN.

AN
L Jae

" Allitant as  a

. unforgivable.

Sackville  St,”

not like
technical
substitute but as a comple-
ment to our own politicai
struggles. If the burcau-
vrats later got for a blankoet
bhan on Militant, then we
should see what, if any, use
the bourgeois courts could
be in upposing that bun.

The immediate situation,
however, is one in which
the measures taken by the
right arc of doubtful legal-
iy,

The main point perhaps
is whether in principle the
courts should ever be used
in fights within the labou:
movement. Trotsky '~
advice w use the .courts
against the Stalinist sceret
police in labour movements
hefore the war, O'Mahony
SAYS, doesn’t count,
hecause the Slalinists werc
“alien™ to those move-
ments, in 2 way in which
Golding is not alien to the
British labour movement.

Certainly there are dif-
ferences. To my knowle dgre”
Golding  hasn't  literally
brought out the knives
yet. But Stalinists were
unfortunately well entren-
ched in many European
labour  movements  and
cannot  be considered a
purely alien force.

In one of Lenin's letters
to Gorky he wrote:

“With respect to P
{the manager of a publish-
ing house} | am for the
court. There is no reason
to stand upon ceremony.
Sentimentality would he -
Socialists
are hy no means against the
Crown's (Tsarist} court.

"We are for the use of
legality. Marx and B:bel
turned to the Crown's
courts even against their
socialist opponents. It is
necessary to know how to
do this and it is necessary
to dait.”,

The trouble with Militant
1s not that they are doing it
but they don't know how tu
do it in a socialist way.

BOB FINE

vecasion  calls:

HAN!}-printed. silk-screen-
ed T-shirts. Give them as
Christmas -presents . for
wearing' nex(t summer.

* Socialist Organiser: pap-
er masthead, with option of
local group's name added
al 20p per T-shirt extra.

* Solidarnosc logo, red on
white. o

* Lahour against the witch-
hunt.

* Red star on white back-
Jround.

£2.50 each except SO
T-shirts, £3. Pustage 50p. T
shirts eome in white or yell-
ow, please state prefer-
ence. - Alsp individual de-
signs undertaken, cost £8,
must huve details of design
and idea. Allow 14 days for
rclivery. Send ovders to
Revin (lover, 19 Runton
MWy, Leicester,
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TIIE most f{undamental
change in the structure of
British Railways since
nationalisation in 1948 is
now a year old. It is to
divide off the prolitable
from the unprofitable that
British Rail has introduced a
whole ncw cancept — Sectar
Muanagement,

White eyes have been
turned toward the disputes
in  the railways about
Flexible Rostering, scrapping
of guards and the 1982 pay
claim, British Rail manage-
ment  have been  steadily
making preparations for new
sections of the railways to be
privatised.

They have almost sold
ol all the Hotels with little
opposition indeed, the
NUR invested half a million
pounds in the first group
sold. They had a temporary
setback w,th Scalink, when
wembers  of the NUS

occupied on August 2 and .

prevented wage cuts and
lenglhening of hours. Now;
they’re  going for train
services.

Hotels

British Transport Hotels,
Scalink and British Rail
Engincering (the workshops)
are all separate boards within
the overall BR. Board, and
could each be hived off as
a unit. But the same is not
true for the profitable part
of the train services.

Main line services to
London carrying business
traffic, for example, are
mixed up with cross-country
traflic and' rural lines in each
of the railway regions.
Freight and parcels use lincs
that also” carry inter-city
traffic.

The regtons more or less
continue the structure and
grea of the five companies
that were nationaliscd in

1948.
Hence  Scetor  Manage-
‘ment, In January 1982,
Chief Exccutive Reid

appointed five Sector Direc-
tors, cach with 4 new area of
responsibility.

They  are  provincial
services, London and South-
Fuaslern; InterCity, Freight;
Parcels. The last three of
these are felt .to have a
profitable future.

The rait nétwork, loco-
motives. coaches and wagons
are being divided between
them. The railway tracks

Will Weighel I s successor fight to stop rail lmes closmg7

themselves will be allocated
to Sectors on thc basis of
4 “prime-user” determining
track and signalling stand-
ards and pay the costs, If a
Sector has 1o use another
Scctor’s tracks, it will pay
rental.

London and South-Fast-
ern will deal with most
suburban passenger lines into
London and the rest of the
South-East, provincial
services will have what is left
of the passenger lines, apart
from Inter-City.

The Inter{“lty lines are
the six major routes where
the money is to be made.
These are the FEast Coast
Main Linc from Edinburgh
to London; The West Coast
Main Line from Glasgow to
London, London to Bristol
and South Wales, London to
Plymouth; routes from
North-east and North West

Wafer-thin

Campaign for

by John Bloxam

Democracy

THE result of the CLPD
‘consultative’ ballot on regis-
trution was a virtual dead-
heat. 67% of individual sup-
porters voted, with 344 in
favour of registration now
and 338 against. There was a
smaller turn-out  among
organisations  affdiated  to
CLPD — 46% of Lubour

- Party orzanisations, and 3147

ot frade union but the
result was very similargwith
83 voting in favour and’ 80
against. '
There wuas no significant

regionul  variution  in the
voting, ) .
At the CLPH EC on

December 18 nobody argued

England to South Wdles the
West of England and the
South  coast; and the
Midland Main Line from
Sheffield to London St.
Pancras. In all this consti-
tutes 2,000 miles of the
11,000 mile BR network.

In 1981 thesc Inter-City
lirey generated £472 million
revenue against direct costs
(train crews, fuel, rolling
stock maintcnance) of £344
million. This left £128
million to pay indirect costs
(track, signalling, and elec-
trification infrastructure) as
yet  unallocated  between
sectors.,

_Break even

The Inter-City Sector has
been instructed to break
even by 1985 and thereafter
make a 5% profit. Sector

that this wafer-thin majority
gave any mandate, or that
the ballot decided anything.
In fact a resolution sub-
mitted carlier that the FC
should recommend the AGM
accept the ballot result was
withdrawn.

The original authors of
the ‘consultative’ ballot were
obviously looking far a man-
date for registration, which
could then be used to pres-
sure  the AGM _which
formally had the ‘final” deci-
sion. To get this- mandate
they tricd to turn the ballct
into a vate of confidence in
themselves, the main grigin-
alors.ot CLPD.

Although  they wan a
mujority i the end, the
baflot resuli was clearhy u
defeat tor this stratepy, and
showed  the  solid  teeling
ageinst registration,

Inside tie Party, the issuce

-plinary and

Director Cyril Bleasdale out-
lined his aims in the Decem-
ber issue of the BR paper
“Ratinews” — a 20% reduc-
tion in costs and a 10%
increase in revenue.

He expects cost savings
to come from:

1. A 25% rcduction in
coaches  without  pgreatly
reducing train miltcage, with
greater use of the High
Speed Trains. Alrcady this
has mcant the closure of
carriage  cleaning  at, for
example, the Nunnery in
Sheflield.

2. Re-=outing of Inter-
City trains onto fewer lines
e.g. rerouting the North-
east/South-west service via
Doncaster and cutting out
the present direct route,
York to Sheffield. Bleasdale
says this will save Inter-
City up to £18 million.

Such exercises will prob-

in in

of registration has now been
overshadowed by the right
wing’s proscription of
Militani, The fact that the
register still exists as a disci-
controlling
device means that the fight
for an effective boycott of it

. must go on, and the CLPD

AGM
that,.

But recent developments
emphasise  that  (he main
issue.is still opposition and
resistance fo expulsions, and
the vote at the CI P .AGM
on whether it will openly
siae with CLPs delvimg the
purge will be the most
impuitant one,

Par the CLPD, however,
the resistration question has
also been important as the
Lidest stase in o much wider
debiate, AL dssue over the Last
vear tas been whcther C1 P12
witl remain consistently oo

remains  ceotrat to

ably mean closures. As Inter-
City withdraws from a line,

the whole burden of main- |
* tenance will fall on (prob-
‘ubly) Provincial ~ Services,

who may then argue that 1t
is unviablc.
3. Reduction of f{rain

maintenance costs from-£40 .

million to £10 million. This
has resulted in the closure
of main line locomotive
maintenance depots  at
Worcester {last June),
Springs Branch, Wigan {(last
October) and left York with
only stabling and refuelling
since last January. Ilolbeck
(Leeds) is now on the hit
list.

Boost

How to boast revenue by
10%? Bleasdale explains the
kind of service he is aiming
for in the December issue of
“Modern Railways”.

CLPD

the lorefront of the fight for
democracy and democratic
rights inside the Party, or
whether it will begin to bend
and equivocate under the
pressure of the new situa-
tion. Not surpnsmgly, this
debate is reflected in a num-
ber of the resolutions for the
AGM — on registration, but
also on the regisier and resis-
tance to cxpuolsions.

Closely  related to  this
debate has been the question
of  democracy  inside - the
Camp ign, and  specificatty
the implementation of past
AGM decisions, the treat-
ment ol disagreements .and
recently  the wse ol open
fheats to split the CHPD.

This wilf also be o major
issuc at the AGM, and one of
the resolutions condemning
some o the practices "has
been subnited by CIPIy
President. Joun Mavnard.

He believes that average
fares are low, doubts the
benefit of ‘ultradow Saver

type farcs’, wants to empha--

sise  looking after the
business traveller in first or
second class, and believes
the first class traveller has a
relatively poor deal for extra
fare today,

Pullman

“We have to make sure
that these passengers arc
looked after superbly — a
return to Pullman-ty pe indiv-
idual service if you like.”

Without ASLEF and
NUR .strikes the Freight
Sector was expected to make
£30 million profit in 1982
compared with £13.5 million
i 1981. In the event the
forecast is for £1.3 .million
on a turnover of £600
million. The process of
trimming down continues:

oll

She has also submitted one
of the constitutional amend-
ments that aim to correct
the widespread use of co-
opting votes onio” the EC
during thc last year through
the ‘key person’ system.

In all, over 60 resoln-
tions -and constitutional
amendments have. been sub-
mitted for the AGM on
January 29. They also cover
the regularly rccurring issucs
af whether and how to alter
the Conference voting
proportions between CLPs
and tradc unions and also
whether CLPD should break
from its practice ot the last
ten  vears  and  directly
involve itselt in o campaign

STor trade union democracy.

The deadline for amend-
ments to the resolutions, and
afso nominations for the new
¢, 15 by Tirst post on Friday
Januury 14,

Preparmg to hive of f

Rob Dawber looks at British Rail’s plans for
Sector Management — and what they mean

the 1335 marshalling yards
are to be reduced to 72 by
May.1984.

But the 85 daily Speed-
link services arc to be
boosted to 150, supported
by 300 trip and feeder ser-
vices,

The capacity will be
cquivalent to 3,250 32-tonne
gross laden weight road
vehicles, making Speedlink
the biggest single ‘trucking’
aperation in Britain . . . and
a very attractive business for
sale at the right price.

Service

All Sectors will mean-
while develop a ‘contractual’
relationship * with the
Regions and with the central
engineers’ departments. The
Regions will be instructed as
to what service is required
of them by the Sector Direc-
tors for the price paid, while
the engineers’ departments
will be opened up to greater
competition from the likes
of GEC and Westinghouse
for the installation of equip-
ment,

There is now' talk of
maintenance also being put
out to contract.

With the decision by BR
that all BREL workshops are
to be sold, with the excep-
tion of Shildon and Don-
caster, the attacks on rail-

workers” jobs and conditions

continue,
Limbo

‘And what are the leaders
of the major rail union. the
NUR, doing? With Weighet
gone the union is in a sta-C
of  limbo  awaiting
election of a new Gener
Secretary.

Weighell’s
working  with
to  shed  jobs,
depoty in the
sovernment money
as well, Railworkers curn .-
afford atherwise,

policies
manage
tines

hope
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Teachers against Settlement ends
the Bomb

WHEN the National Union
of Teachers paper prints

the resolutions submitted

for NUT Conference in
its January 7 edition
there are likely to be nine
disarmament motions, se-
ven of them unilateralist.

Left groups in the NUT

have agreed to support the
Inner Londen motion when
branches vote on Con-
ference priorities.

There are weaknesses
with this motion. It does
not mention CND affiliation
or withdrawal from NATO:
Socialist Teachers Alli-
ance members have .given
notice that they will be
submitting an amendment
to Conference.

But the worse problem is
elsewhere. The NUT has
already passed a anilateral-
ist motion at last Easter's
Conference {though
narrowly rejecting affilia-
tion to CND).

You could be forgiven for
not knowing about it, for
despite the vote and de-
‘spite Rule 3 of the NUT
Constitution (‘Conference
is the supreme authority of
the Union’), the bureau-
cracy has declared it out-
side the aims and objects

of the Umon
m

The disarmament mo-
tion was left our of the
officially circulated list of
resolutions passed by
Conference, the President,

Alf Budd, has issued a

statement saying that the
motion is inoperative, and
the officers have backed
this up with weighty-
sounding legal advice.

This year, already the
NUT solicitor has advised
that the Inner London
motion is outside NUT aims
and should be ruled out of
order in branch meetings.
It seems certain that the

_President will rule it out
#of order at Conference

and his decision will have
to be challenged (as was

done  successfully last

vear).

It is even possible that
the disarmament motions
will not be printed for con-
sideration.

The Rochdale association

"(NUT branches) called a

conference on November 13
in Manchester, to discuss
the twin issues of union
democracy and defending
Conference policy on dis-
armament.

The major role in this
Conference was played by
the Socialist Teachers’
Alliance, which is the prin-

cipal left grouping in the
NUT. However, it was also
attended by two leading
members of the NUT
‘Broad Left’. Unlike
Broad Lefts in other unions
this is actually a very
narrow group of Commun-
ist Party members and mild

reformists at Executive

Committee and local officer
level. In the past they
have supported the leader-
ship against the left, but
now an alliance seems
possible on the unilateralist
issue.

In December a confer-
ence of 'Local Associations
for Peace’ met in London,
called by the 'Broad Left’-
dominated Lewisham asso-
ciation, but with an organ-
ising committee and plat-
form drawn from both
groups.

Over 30 associations sent

official delegates and in the

afternoon  session  we
discussed the practicalities
of the tactical alliance on
unilateral disarmament.

It is vital that socialist
teachers attend their union
meetings in the coming
months, and particularly
that they contest elections
for Annual Conference
delegates.

*For detalls of the Socialist
Teachers Alliance write to
the membership secretary,
Pete Flack, 11, Nook Street,
Newfoundpool, Leicester.
Tony Gard

Raindi stnke

THE strike by 200 Asians at
P.S. Raindi in Smethwick is
over. At a packed meeting at
Smcthwick Sikh Temple the
strikers acceptcd a  union

~ recognition agrcement and

clected a shop stewards com-
mittce, over half of whom
are Asian women.

The  agreement  also
covers the Raindi subsidiary,
Supreme Quilting.

The meeting was opened
by the singing ol the latest
version of a Punjabi ballad
about the strike composed
by West Bromwich bus
driver Prakcsh. Inspired by
this cxamplc, the treasurer
of the strike committee sang
his report in verse as well!

The settlement is not a
good one. A phased return
to work is involved, although

Total victory could have been gained by spreading the strike

an undertaking to reinstate

But the exception to this
is the three union members
at Suprcme Quilting, whose
dismissal started the strike.

acccpt the sack to make a

by Lynne

Gregory

scemced to be flagging belore
Christmas.

The new comunittee will
be responsible [or negotia-
fing picce rates. Basic rates
will be the garment workers
agreed  national  minimaim
rate. Lhey will also have to
Jold the workforee together
during the period of the
phased return to work.

The agrecment inciudes a
secton on the release of
shop stewards- for training.
No doubt Raindi will soon
be looking for experienced
foremien, '

One mojor itém lor dis-
cussion at 1he meeling was
the reflection of the strike
inside the Asian couimunity
and particularly inside Sand-
well Labour Party.

The IWA  spokesman
stressed the need (or -(he
businessmen on the right of
the Party to be expelled, but

" this requircd a much greater

participation of Asians in the
local Labour Party. [lope-
fully, this may be onc "oud
result of the strike.

Raindi’s was a dlspulc
where total victory was pos-
sible, but could only have
been achicved by extending
the strike to the other Asian
sweatshops in Sandwell. If
the new shop stewards com-
mittee is able to consolidafc
the vnion, it can still ser.o 4
a beacon for workers in e
local clothing industry.

Problems - and Policies
Why the branch meetings are_empty

IT is claimed by the right
wing witch-hunters in the
Labour Party and the
unions that the left are
‘undemocratic’. We are
accused of seeking through
procedural wrangles to
drive ‘ordinary' members
from meetings, and then to
railroad through ‘exireme’
motlons in late-mght
sessions of rump commi-
ttees.

The reality of course is
completely the opposite.
It is the right wing and the
established union bureau-
cracy that have consoli-
dated a position based
upon perpetuating and
manipulating the ignor-
ance, apathy, confusion
and cynicism of this rank
and file membership.

Any attempt to confront
and defeat the union
bureaucracy demands first
an understanding of the
techniques it employs to
preserve and extend its
control.

For union offxcmls who
-seek simply to work within
the system to win con-
cessions and reforms for
their members, the task is
to strike a ‘balance’ be-
tween workers’ legitimate
demands and aspirations
and the opposed interests
of the employers with
whom they negotiate.

To  avoid straining
reiations with the employ-
ers, this means securing
sufficient concessions on
wages and conditions to
placate and secure the
more or less willing support
of the most privileged
sections of the member-
ship. .
But the more agute
problems of the most ex-
ploited sections of mem-
bers — the lowest paid,
women workers, youth,

part time workers — can

in most instances not- be -

answered short of an all-
out confrontation with
management; and they
thus tend to be brushed
aside for attention some-
time in the indefinite
future.

For the average union

" official, therefore, the ideal

relationship with his mem-
bers (and the vast majority
of officials are men) will
be one in which he occa-
sionally meets with the
most privileged and con-
servative sections to
receive their endorsement,

It is thus no accident
that union branch meetings

‘are so commonly infre-

quent, badly publicised,
and generally held in the
evenings at times and
venues inaccessible for
many women and single
parents. It is no accident
that their rules and regu-
lations appear crafted to
alienate and exclude the
active  participation  of
newcomers — particularly
youth and women new to
trade union affairs.

Accident

It is no accident that,
with rare exceptions, union
officials are not the ones
who lead struggles to
unionise the low paid or
black workers, or that so
many union rulebooks in
a period of mass unemploy-
ment are careful to keep out
or marginalise unemployed
people.

By cultivating a structure

.of small, exclusive mget-

ings of ‘old hands' — long-
standing convenors, stew-
ards and branch officials —
the union bureaucrats can
cling on to a routine
exirtence.

It is when such a strategy

fails — such as during the
8-month NHS dispute, in
which whole sections of
low paid members made
their wvoice hcard over
Spanswick and the bureau-

crats — that officials are .

forced into action.

But what has always
been an elitist, narrow
structure in the wunions
becomes even worse in a

period like " the present

recession, )

Far from being able to
win concessions and re-
forms, union officials,
whose whole approach re-
mains one of working
within the existing capital-
ist system, wind up as
leading advocates of accep-
ting redundancies, speed-
up and other attacks on
working conditions, along
the lines that ‘half a loaf is
better than no bread’.

Once again the first and
main casualties of such
retreats are those most
excluded from the life and
structures of the union —

women, youth,  black
workers.

At the same time the
wholesale employers’

offensive on shop floor
trade union organisation —
attacking shop stewards’
committees, and seeking to
undermine or victimise key
militants — also has the
effect of strengthening the
group of full time union
officials over the:r rank and
file members.

The bureaucracy rests
upon ensuring that the bulk
of ' union members are
inactive and thus iargely
indifferent to the ' deals
and manveuvres that take
place: the technique of
the decisive say on the

. election of union leaders.

The fight for an alter-
native, revolutionary lead-

ership in the unions must
begin - by  galvanising,
educating and organising
the membership, taking up
their  problems, giving
them the confidence and
collective strength to de-
mand action, and focussing
their attention upon the
words and deeds of their
present leadership.

In place of the continuous
retreats on all fronts, we
must campaign for action in
defence of workers’ living

~standards, for all-out

action against closures and

redundancies, and put.

forward policies in the
unions which address the
problems of women, black
people, young workers and
the unemployed.

Accessible

In this way we can give
those presently active in
the unions reason to-turn
out to union meetings
and to fight for them to
be held under conditions
as to be accessible for the
majority of members.

We must spell out our
demands for the demo-
cratisation of the unions,
to institute the regular

election and accountability -
© of "all officials. The em-

ployers have been on a
war footing since 1979:
it is time we rallied our
troops for the fight back.
The retreat by the TUC
and successions of - sell

- puts that have demoralised

sections of workers “and
allowed Thatcher to drive
unemployment to 4%-5
million cannot b2 halted
overnight: but unless we
fight now to build from

_ shop floor level a fighting

new leadership to combat
today’s bureaucracy, the
setbacks will continue.

By Harry Sloan

{inion meetings are often held at times and plarces inconvenient for wormen members




coalfields.

“No lead in Kinneil fight

Dave Milliken reports from Scotland

KINNEIL Colliery,
Bo'ness, 12 miles west of
Edinburgh, will close in
mid-April with the loss of
over 300 jobs.

The failure to seriously .

resist this closure will
undoubtedly result in the
Coual Board feeling confid-
ent enough to press ahead
with the decimation of the
Scottish coalfield.

It was known for months

that Kinneil was likely to -

prove the focus for a fight

" Branch

to save jobs, and workers
there had campaigned
long and hard to raise
support, so some serious
guestions are now being
asked about how it came to
be that last Monday's
conference voted by 12 to
7 ta back down.

Simon Martin, NUM
Secretary  and
Labour Party member
feels that it can be prim-
arily put down to a lack
of leadership, “We weren’t

ales must

THE South Wales miners’
area executive willm be
meeting the area 'Coal
Board management on
Monday 10th to press its
demands for more invest-
ment, and on Wednesday
12th there will be a special
area conference to decide

plans for the strike called

from January 17.

17 out of 33 pits in South
Wales are classified by the
Coal Board as ‘short-life’,
and investment there is
tiny compared with other
areas. Thus the South
Wales NUM strike deci-
sion, taken before Christ-
mas, was a move {0 come
out fighting against clos-
ures.

It had the possibility
of starting a mevement
that would, in the words of

NUM president Arthur
Scargill, ‘‘spread  like
wildfire  through  the

"

Miners 2t Kinneil quickly
followed the lead. They
struck and 12 of them

started a sit-in. But then .

things started going wrong.
Mandate
The Scottish miners’

area leadership did not put
into action  its standing

mandate to call a strike

over Kinneil. It called a
special area conference on
December 28 — and recom-
mended a return to work at
Kinneil,

The line of the leader-

-ship, and of area President
Mick McGahey, was that -
_ support was

insufficient.
The Financial' . Times
report, presumably reflect-
ing McGahey’s private
explanations, said that the
area executive had made
“‘hehind  the scenes’’
efforts to drum up support’’
but had insufficient res-

ponse.

Whatever the behind the
scenes efforts, they could
not have the same value as
a bold public campaign by
the area leadership. No-
one _can guarantee that
such a campaign would
have been successful. But
we can guarantee that the

~ tions to be

getting any real help. We
were being left on our own.
1 have been instructed by
the branch to write to the
Executive with some ques-
answered.
1 feel that if this dispute
had been made official we
would have won. When
Mick McGahey met out
branch officials )
them the situation was
dark, we weren't getting
the support. Much the
same can be said of the

abject climbdown over
Kinneil has had a destruc-
tive effect on the possibil-
ities of an escalating
national struggle against
closures. And closures are
the last issue on which an
approach nf ducking
today's fight in ‘favoyr of
hopes about tomorrow’s is

he told -

_Ayrshire"’,

Labour Party leadership,
despite  the  Conference
decision in October,

Regroup

“We have had nothing
from Jim Mortimer or
Michael Foot. We did how-
ever, win the support of
every Scottish constituency
party. We shall have to
regroup our forces for the .
future.”

e Ilde

appropriate.

But there is still plenty
of will for a fight in the
coalfields. ‘'They  had
better not sell us out in
shouted one
angry delegate leaving the
Scottish confernece. The
South” Wales miners can
turn the tide,

Stock excuses in
DHSS sell-out

THE CPSA National Exec-
utive (NEC) was presented
with the new settlement
formula on the afternoon
of December 22, after nego-
tiations conducted by the
chair and secretary of the
union’'s DHSS  section
executive (SEC} in almost
complete secrecy from the
elected members of both
the SEC and the NEC.

There - were three

changes from the previoys .

offer. In Birmingham the
12 local offices would keep
the posts otherwise to be
cut following the introduc-
tion of Unified Housing
Benefit and Employers’
Statutory Sick Pay, for a
period ‘of at least six
months. They would thus
have 100 ‘extra’ posts from
April 1, to drop to 50 from
September 1. The exira
would- be whittled away
over time by natural wast-
age.

Thig offer applies only to
Birmingham, and effective-
ly seals off the Birmingham
dispute from the rest of the
union.

Second, managerhent

withdrew the strings that
tied CPSA to a promise of
no action on cuts or casual

24 hours for

race attackers

IN Tower Hamlets, East
Lundion, twer 15-y- ar old
wouths who attacked a
waman with a  brass-
studded plecc of wood and
hit her in the face with a
shoe were sentenced to 21
hours in an attendance
centre,

The leniency of the sen-

" tence no doubt reflects the

fact that the youths — part
of a gang -- were white and
the victim, Mrs Sara Bibi
— was thk

So too was the fact that
the police refused to prose-
cute on the case, arguing
that since no poice officer
had seen the attack, they

cquld not take action. The -

case -only came to court
because Mrs Bibi, with
financial and legal help
from the local Community
Alliance for Police Accoun-
tability. brought the prose-

~ cution herself,

As a CAPA spokes-
person pointed out, the
fact that the youths were

feund guilty in December
was in this  respect a
triymph — exposing the
attitude of the police, who
had only taken any state-
ments  after sustained
pressure upun the local
commander.

But the sentence itself,

though indicating guilt,
was a ''real disappoint-
ment’’. And the police have

attempted to cover up their
own role: an extensive
report by Thames TV. was
scrapped after Scotland

" Yard falsely insisted that

they . had, tried without
success to bring a prosecu-
tion.

With racial violence on
the increase in Thatcher’s

decaying wasteland
Britain, such racist gfti-
tudes from the police

underline the necessity for
the labour movement to
mobilise in defence of black
peouple and their . commun-
ities.

lahour and no overtime
ban.. This was no major
- retreat, since cuts in DHSS
have already led to a dras-
tic reduction in overtime
and will lead to a further
reduction in casuals.

Third, the Tories seem
to have indicated that they
will put more effort into the
joint review on staffing, in
an attempt to sort out
mounting chaos in the
offices. But the CPSA
NEC seems to have taken
too much on faith. Oxford
SCPSchair Barbara Brookes
told SO: “If the govern-
ment won't move on staff-
ing levels while we’re on
strike, it certainly won’t do
it in a review body’’.

These three points were
envugh to persuade the
Broad = Left dominated
NEC to vote — unanim-
ously! — to recommend the
offer, and to accept the
sting in the tail: The NEC
voted to suspend the con-
sultation on all-out action,
and the special confer-
ence on January 12,

The initial returns from

“the consuitation had shown
growing militancy in DHSS,.
for example a clear majority
for action in Scotland.

For its part, the SCPS
executive - has given the
union bureaucrats’ stock
excuse: ‘we are convinced
that the support that would:
have been necessary to
produce an effective escala-

AN Asian workér, Mr Athir-
ingar Velayudhan, has been
sacked from the FFord Dagen-
ham body plant for refusing
to submit to_ a passport
check at work.

The case illusirates the
increasing usc of passport
checks as a process of grow-
ing internal controls, but
-also the racism of the labour
movement.

Despite an  Industrial
_Tribunal ruling in his favour,
the plant unions have

refused 1o force the manage- -

ment to reinstate him.

Mr Velayudhan had been
working at Ford since 1973.
In November 1981 he was
advised by his doctor to take
sick leave afier having under-
gonc a scrious operalion. He
used .the time to visit his
wife and children in India.

He returned in I‘ebruary
"1982 to be asked by a

. Ford Personnel Officer for
his passport. He refused, as
he was entiticd to, and the

tion of the dispute would
not have been forthcoming
from Society members’.
This is their conclusion
after ‘campaigning, not for
an allout strike, “but
againsi it, and in favour of
their own plan of a series of
rolling regional strikes.

Rowtons’

‘X

mas

spirit’
CHRISTMAS day brought an
episode which strengthened
the resolve of the strikers at
Arlington House hostel,
Camden, to continue ‘the
fight against the hostel own-
ers, Rowtons.

The hostel provided no
meals on Christmas day for
the single men who . live
there. And no cafes would be
open, either. The local Lah-
our council offered to provide
meals-on-wheels — and
Rowtons refused to allow
them in.

450 meals provided by the
council were served to the
residents by strikers at a

nearby council day centre.
Help on the picket lines,

-and donations, are still need-

ed. Contact: strike commit-
tee, c/o Camden Labour Cen-
tre 8 Camden Road London

management rcsponsc was to
sack him for ‘absencc from
work in unacceptable
circumstances’. -

Since February Mr Vela-
yudhan has sought help from
his union, the GMWU, and
his TGWU section steward.
Both unions told him to
produce his passport. They
refused to back him despite
the fact that hc was entitled
ta refusc and that he had
broken no company rules by
going to India on sick leave.

The inaction of the
unions should be condem-
ned. It opens up all black
workets to futurc racist
victimisaiion. .

The need to build a
genuine anti-racist leadership
within. workplaces becomes
more burning. Antiracists
within the. GMWU and
TGWU  should  demand
removal from officc of all
racists, and build solidarity
for this black comrade.

EVERTON WILLIAMS

4591,

"and the First of May
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uary 15, 11am to 5.30pm, at the Students’ Union, Coventry
Technical College, The Butts, Coventry. For details of
creche and/or accommodation, phone Coventry 75623.

THERE ARE Socialist Org-
aniser groups in most major
towns and cities. See below
for details of your area —
and if you want more de-
tails, or there is no group
listed for your area, fill
in and return ‘the ‘Get
Organised' form.

* SCOTLAND.

Glasgow. For details of
meetings contact paper
sellers or Stan Crooke,

114 Dixon Avenue, Glas- _.

gow G42, 8O is sold at
Maryhill dole (Tuesday
mornings) and Rutherglen
shopping arcade (Friday
lunchtime).

Edinburgh. For details of
meetings ring Dave, - 229
SO is'sold at Muir-
house {Saturday 10.30-12)
aok-
shop, Candlemaker

 NORTH-WEST

* Wallasey. Contact Colin
Johnston, 1 Wellington Rd,
Wallasey.

Liverpool. Contact c/o 28
Middle Lane. SO is sold at
Progressive Books, Berry
St, and at News from No-
where, Whitechapel.

Acerington.Contact 395753,
SO is sold outside Wool-
worths, Town Centre, Sat-
urday 11-12.30.

Rochdale. Contact 353
Rochdale Old Rd, Bury.
Group meets second Tues-
day of each month, 8pm,
Castle Inn, Rochdale. SO is
sold at Metro Books, Bury.

Manchester. Meets every
Sunday evening, 7.30pm,
Lass O’Gowrie, Charles St.
SO is sold at Grassroots

Books, Newton St, Pic-
cadilly. ’
Stoke. Contact  Arthur

Bough, 23 Russell Road,
Sandyford (84170).

* YORKSHIRE AND
NORTH-EAST

Durham. Meets every
Tuesday, 6.30pm, Students
Union bar, Durham uni-

versity. SO is sold at the
Community Co-op,
Elvet.

New

labour movement.

tows.

To ‘Get Organised’ in the fight, or
for more information, write at once to
us at 28 Middle Lane, London N8.

Name ..

Address .........cceervmennnne

Sacialist Organiser is not just a paper.
We fight to organise workers in the
struggle for a new leadership in the

If you agree with what we have to
say, you can help. Become a support-
er of the Socialist'Organiser Alliance —
groups are established in most large

York. Contact ¢/o 28 Midd-
le Lane.

Leeds. Contact Garth
Frankiand, 623322. SO is
sold at Books and Corner

‘Books, Woodhouse Lane,

Bradford, Contact Barry
Turner, 636994. SO is sold
at the Starry Plough
bookshop. ‘

Sheffield. Meets alteinate
Wednesdays, 7.30pm at the
Brown Cow, The Wicker.
Next meeting Wednesday
January 19. S0 is sold out-
side Boot’'s, Foregate (Sat-
urday 12to 1) and at the In-
dependent Bookshop,
Glossop Road.

Hull. Meets every Wednes-
day, 8pm: details from SO
sellers. Childcare available.
SO is sold at the Prospect
Centre (Saturday 11-12).

Halifax. Contact 52156.

* MIDLANDS

Birmingham. Meets alter-
nate Fridays, 7.30, the Lab-
our Club, Bristol St. Next
meeting Friday January 14.
SO is sold at the, Other
Bookshop, Digbeth High
Street. :

Coventry. Contact. Keith

White, 75623. SO is sold at -

thé'Wedge Coop, High St.

Nottingham. Meets every
Friday 7.30pm at the Inter-
national Community Cen-
tre, 618 Mansfield Rd.
SO is sold outside the Vie-
toria Centre (Saturday 11 to
{) and at the Mushroom

» Bookshop, Heathcote St.

Leicester. Contact Phil,
857908. SO is sold outside
Supasave (Friday 4.30to 6),
the Co-Op, Narburough Rd
{Saturday 11-12.30}, and at
Blackthorne Books,
Street.

Northampton. Meets alter-
nate Mondays. Next meet-
ing: January 10, ‘Women
and socialism’. For details
contact 713606.

* WALES
Cardiff SO. Contact 492988.

High -

|\Where to

NEXT Socialist Organiser delegate meeting: Saturday Jan- ~

* SOUTH

Ozxford. Meets alternate
Thursdays. For details ask
paper sellers. SO is sold at
the Cornmarket (Saturday,
llamto lpm).

‘Basingstoke. Meets every
other Tuesday, 7.30pm,
Chute House. Next meet-
ings, January 11 and 25,

* LONDON .
North-West London. Meets
fortnightly: contact Mick,
624 1931. SO is sold at
Kilburn Books.

Islington. Meets on Sun-
days, 3pm, Thornhill
Neighbourhood Project,
Orkney House, Caledonian
Rd/Capenhagen St. Next
meetings: January 23, ‘De-
centralising council servic-
es’, and February 15,
‘Council budget 1983°. For
childcare phone Nik 607
5268.

Haringey. Contact 802 0771
or 348 5941. Meetls every
other Sunday, 6pm, Trade
Union centre, Brabant Rd.
Next meeting January 16.

Tower Hamlets. Contact
790 4937. Meets fortnight-
ly on Fridays, 6.30 to 8.30
pm. Next meeting January .
14,

- Newham, Sccialist Organis-
--et/Communist Party de-

bate, ‘Which Way to soc-
ialism’, Thursday January
27, 8pm. For venue phone
555 9957. Speakers: John
Grahl {CP}, John O’Mah-
ony {(SO}. .

South East London. Contact
691 1141.

Lambeth / Southwark:
meets every other Wed-
nesday, Lanshury House,
41 Camberwell Grove,
London SE5. Business 7.30
to 8.30, open forum dis-
cussion 8.30. Next meeting
January 19.

Hounslow, Meets fortnight-
ly on Sundays, 8pm. For
details phone 898 6961.

Ha’ckney. Contact c/o 28
Middle Lane.

80 is sold at the following

London hookshops: Col-
~ letts, Central Books, The
Other Bookshop, Book-
marks.

S0 GAY CAUCUS: meet-
ing Sunday January 16,
in London. For details
phone 01-609 3071,

llllllllllllllllIIlllIlll
Sodalist Organiser Alliance

Asian sacked Get
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‘WE will have to use the
power -of appointment’,
said Labour front-bencher
Robin Cook, ‘if we are
going to undo the opposi-
tion to our policies that we
will face as a result of
appointments made by
Mrs, Thatcher over the
past three years.'

And the Sundav Times
speculated that a Labour
government might sack the
Tories’ new appointment
as Bank of England gover-
nor, Robin Leigh-Pember-
ton, :

The appointment was the
latest in a series of moves
to fill top jobs in the perma-
nent state machine with
reliable Thatcherites. ‘In-

of policy issues,” by the
former governor, Gordon
Richardson, is reported by
the Financial Times °‘not
always to have gone down
well in Downing Street.’
According to the Obser-
ver, at meetings with That-
cher Richardson ‘would
hardly be in the door when
she would loose off at him
floods of abuse. Then he
would say: ‘‘Err, Prime
Minister, if I might...”
but he would be silenced by
another salvo.’
Leigh-Pemberton has no
training in banking or
economics. Eton, Grena-

way to

sistence on the complexity

...all the
the

Bank

people’. An FT editorial
coldly described the
appointment as 'surprising
and regrettable.’

But
calls himself unabashedly
‘right of centre’, and has
promised to ‘resist’ the
devaluation of the pound
which is {wisely or other-
wise) - part of Labour's
economic plans.

Would a Labour govern-
ment do better with a
governor in the mould of
Richardson? The FT's
warm tribute to him tells
us: 'His influence was

almost certainly felt in the

Leigh-Pemberton

dier Guards, legal practice,
and several years as a
Tory county councillor are
his background. His curr-
ent colleagues at the
National Westminster
bank, trying to say a good
word for him to the FT,

described him as ‘the
bank’s figurehead’, ‘
‘frightfully good  with Leigh-Pemberton

decision by Mr. Denis
Healey to introduce
stock appreciation for tax
purposes in 1974’ {a
decision which virtnally
exempted  firms from
paying corporation tax),
'also in the lifting of
business rent controls.

‘And when the Treasury
was holding back Mr.
Healey on the introduction
of money supply targets’ —
the centrepiece of monetar-
ism =~ ‘the Governor
... egged himon,'

Such a- role for the
Governor of the Bank of
England was not un-
precedented. In his
memoirs Harold Wilson has
described events in Novem-

ber 1964. The pound was
sinking on the money
markets. ‘That night we

had our most desperate
meeting with the Govenor
of the Bank (then Lord
Cromer). Claiming that our
failure to act in accordance
with his advice had pre-
cipitated the crisis, he was
now demanding all-round
cuts in - expenditure, re-
gardless of social or even
economic priorities, and
fundamental changes in
some of the Chancellor’s
economic announcements.
‘Not for.the first time, I

-said we had now reached

the situation where a newly

elected Government with a

Tories plan

new racist

TORY right-wingers,
whose rebellion on' Decem-
ber 17 brought the defeat of
government  immigration
legislation, seem likely to
secure a revised and more
restrictive set of proposals.

The Tory Chief Whip has
asked the backbench 1922
Committee to draw up a
plan that will ‘unite’ the
Party’s MPs — and given
the stubborn nature of
the right wing stance this
can only mean more drac-
onian restrictions.

. when the

- laws

One scheme being float-
ed is for the introduction of
a register of potential immi-
grants linked to a quota
gystem for their admission

to Britain — producing still

further delays, inconven-
ience and suffering for
those seeking to settle

National Day of Action
STOP THE DEPORTATIONS!
Suspected ‘illegal immigrants’ are facing not
only threats by the Home Office to deport
them, but refusal by the DHSS to pay them
supplementary benefit and child benefit. The
Khan and Kaur Defence Campaign has called.
for a protest on Monday January 31.
PICKET YOUR LOCAL DHSS

here.

Such a plan would plae-
ate the strong racist lobby
which has been pressuring
so-called “left”” Tories who
had supported government
moves to ease restrictions
on the entry of foreign hus-
bands of British registered
or  British  naturalised
wives.

But coming at a tiae
deportation of
men and women caught up
in existing racist immigra-
tion laws is already a major
and growing problem —
primarily affecting black
people — the Tory plans
must be opposed by the
full strength of the Labour

‘Party and the trade union

maovement.

See page 15
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JOHN HARRIS

fish

and nationalism of world
capitalism erupted this
week into a ‘fishing war’
between Denmark, Britain
.and Norway. - .

Denmark rejected an
EEC ministers’ decision
demarcating fishing zones,
and Danish fishermen are
planning to sail into
British waters in defiance
of the decision. The
British navy and RAF are
patrolling to defend the
property rights of British
capitalism. And Norway
has declared a dispute with
both Britain and Denmark.

Nature was contructed
without regard to the
prejudices of ‘national
interest’, and capitalism
has been unable to make
the sea private property.
Yet it cannot design a
rational plan for the use
of the sea, either, and it
cannot decisively

supersede its outdated
national frontiers to

moves to sack a Governor.

was being told, not so much
by the Governor of the
Bank of England but by
international speculators,
that the policies on which
we had fought the election
could not be implemented;
that the Government was
to be forced into the adop-
tion of Tory policies to
which it was fundamentally
opposed. The Governor
confirmed that that was, in
fact, the case...’

So what’s the answer?
In the US, many state offi-
cials are newly appointed
after each election, and
others are directly elected.
Tony Benn rejects election
of officials but proposes
measures to increase the
weight of government
ministers as against their
civil servints.

If the bureaucratic com-

mandate from the people .

plex inchiding the Governor '

of the Bank of England, top
civil servants, and nationa-
lised industry bosses is the
bulwark of conservatism
that Tony Benn rightly
paints it as, then sterner
talk from ministers across
committee tables will not
deal with it. :

The minimum democ-
ratic policy for a Labour
government should be the
direct election of all the
top officials, But it looks

‘like even Cook’s modest

proposal will be slapped
down by the Foot-Healey
leadership.

Also, matters could not
stop there. It would come
to a class showdown.
The Governor of the Bank
is supposed to be appointed
by the Queen, and the
monarchy  could well
attempt to block Labour

delegates.

Lord Denning has publicly
called for judges to rule
illegal the abolition of the
House of Lords.

Such moves would pre-
pare the way for the

backbone of the permanent’

state machine — the armed
forces hierarchy — to move
against any radical Labour
government in the name of
‘defending the constitu-
tion.’

The whole team of en-
trenched Tories — in the
bureaucracy, in the forces,
in the judiciary, in the
monarchy and the House
of Lords — holding power
whoever holds office, needs
to be swept away and re-
placed by - decentralised,
direct administration by
elected and recallable

organise economic activity
on the world, or at the
least continental, scale
that modern productive
forces require.

The world is not short
of natural resources to be
developed, and especially
not of resources in the
oceans. Not lack of sea
space, but the s; stem of
production for private
profit, is at the root of
the ‘fish war’, as of the
dozens of other moves to
economic nationalism
launched in the current
recession.

Socialists can take no
responsibility for the sea-
grabbing ambitions of any
of the national fishing
industries. International
“working class unity, and

the fight for a socialist
and democratic united

Europe, should be our
answer, . .

Fund appeal

Magnificent! Keep it up!

THANKS to all our suﬁfwrtera [listed below] who.sent in
donations of a week's wages afier the last edition of our
paper, and to comrades in London [£140 from an Xmas
Fair] and to SO supporters who organised an Xmas Bazaar
in Oxford, which raised £234.72. )

Especial thanks to comrades of Socialist Fight in Aus-
tralia, who, despite their own financial problems, sent us a
donation of £15. - .

Altogether we had.a magnificent £1,290.65 before the
end of December. ‘ )

Now for the January target! We're aiming to raise at
lewst £500 this month, and to start s off we have donations
of £50 from Les Hearn, £71 ~from Steve
Good and £40 from a Hackney SQ supporter as well as
£25 from Dave Ayrton and £1.50 from Sheffield SO sup-
porters, giving us a total of £187.50.

December contributions came from: Jo Thwaites £2;
Dave Spencer £50; Coventry social £75.53; Coventry
unemployed SO supporter £15; Coventry Xmas cards
£5; two Coventry readers £3.50; Siu-Ming Cheung £50;
Jeff Slee £40; Nick Driscoll and Kath Lorrissey £5; Chris
Hickey £50; Karen Hammond £50; two Hackney suppor-.
ters £2 each; Mike Foley £40; Pete Radcliff £80; Stan
Crooke £2; Jim Kearns £5; Pete Flack £9; Barry Walion
£50; Leicester SO supporters £40; Oxford SO supporter
£55; Oxford SO supporter £30; Simon Temple £8; Nick
Lawrence £8.50; R. Paine £20; Dave Ludlow £80; Phil
Hardy £25; lan McCalman £10; lan. Nicholl £2; Andy
Chapman £2; Winnie Murphy £20; Oxford SO supporter
£20; Sue Amall £25.

All donations to the fund should be sent to the treasurer,
Socialist Organiser, 28 Middle Lane, London N8 8PL.

THE growing protectionism




