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AS Albert Spanswick, chairperson of the TUC
Health Services Committee, announcedhis ideas for
next steps in the NHS pay campaign, even the top
trade union officials besid@ him could not suppress a
groan.

Speaking at a press conference on Tuesday 19th,
Spanswick proposed a petition campaign (!) and
another TUC day of action on November24.

Even right-winger Charlie Donnet of the GMWU
interrupted to declare that this was only Spanswick’spersonal opinion.

NUPE general
said: °

;

“The membership are not prepared to continue
with these long-intervalled single days of industrial
action.

“I don’t say that our people are getting desper-
ate. But they are frustrated and very, very angry.They want somethingmore, somethingthatbites.

“We want escalation. We, will reaffirm even more
strongly on this occasion the NUPE conference
decision for an all-out strike with accident and emer-
gency cover. Very many people are coming to
believe that is the only way forward.’

secretary Rodney Bickerstaffe

 

OnFriday evening, 15th,at a Tribune/Broad Left
meeting in London, NUPE national NHS officer
Roger Poole called for an all-out indefinite strike in
the NHS, to be coupled with an indefinite general
strike of the whole trade union movement.

The TUC Health Services Committee is meeting
on Thursday 21st. The Scottish Regional Council of
COHSE has demanded a recall conference of the
union to considerall-out action, yet COHSEis likely
to be the main obstacle to an all-out call. Many
NUPE members are demanding that their union
should go ahead, give a lead, and drag the other
unionsalong behindit.

Thereis a real possibilitynew ofescalating action
to defeat the Tory government — only TUC policyis
dissipating and splitting up militancy.

This week there are four major days of action —

all separate! Monday: water workers’ strike over pay.
Tuesday: NHS south-east day of action and lobbyof
Parliament. Wednesday: British Telecom

_
strike

against privatisation. Friday: steel strike against job
cuts.

 
TUCchiefs lead September 22 march. But will they lead a fight to win?GIVE THE LEAD!

These struggles should be brought together, and
also linked with the miners’ campaign for their wage
claim and against pit closures, due to go to a strike
ballot on October 28-29.

The NHS regional days of action have been a
de-escalation after September 22. The transport
strike called for November 8 could and should be the
starting point for a fight to win.

But the union leaders’ plans so far are not
promising. Thereis no official campaign for action in
the depots and bus garages. Rail union leaders are
merely meeting on Wednesday 20th to decide
whether to strike or not! Leaders of TSSA, the
clerical union, have already said that they will not
call their members out... ~

“We lifted the Health Service workers up and we
are not going to let them drop”, declared Rodney
Bickerstaffe on Tuesday. More certainly, the health
workersare not going to let themselves be put down!

The plan ofaction weneedis.
*All-out. indefinite strike in the NHS with emer-

gency cover under workers’ control.
*Make November 8 a one-day gencralstrike.
*Organise for an all-out sencral strike.

ABOLISH
FOWLER-PEST
THE DISEASE THAT
iS KELLING TF 

A general strike can win the 12% claim andclear
away the Tories’ proposed 312% norm for this year.
It can demolish the Employment Act and stop the
Tebbit Bill. It can block the Tories’ cuts and
closures.

It can do more. It can makeit impossible for the
vandal Tories to govern, and drive this Tory govern-
ment from office. And the level of mobilisation
needed by the working class to defeat this
entrenched government would open tremendous
possibilitiesbeyond the limited objectives of defeat-
ing Tory policies or even of bringing down the Tory
government.

A general strike poses implicitly — and, as it
develops, more and more explicitly — the question
of which class is master in the country.

If the Tories retain power after a generalstrike,
they will quickly counter-attack. So indeed would a
Labour governmentled by the present Foot-Shore-
Healey team. But that is the round after this one.
The task now is to mobilise the full forces of the
labour movement to win this round — to win the
NHS’ workers’ claim and bring down the Tory
government.

   

 
 SIYYVHNHOF

 

SIYYVHNHOrF

 



 
 

“eteEE
———ee—e=e—e—eeeeee_e

Socialist Organiser no.105 October:211982 Page 2

THE national meeting of
NHS shop stewards called
by the Sheffield and Leic-
ester stewards’ committees
onOctober30:isa welcome
and much neededinitiative.

Throughout this dispute
the TUC has called the
tune, _ frustrating and
demoralising our members
with their time-wasting
tactics. Many stewards
have. been demandingan
all-out..indefinite strike,
recognising that this, link-
ed with solidarity action,is
the only way to win the
12%claim. _

The TUChas persistently
ignored the rank andfile’s
call for leadership. Since
there has been no meeting
of stewards on a national
level, it has been difficult
to_effectively|channel
pressure onto the TUC

_

health: services committee.
The conference gives us
an opportunity to start
doing thatmoreeffectively.

Forge
The meeting can forge

valuable links between
stewards’ committees in
different parts of the coun-
try, and help make a real
assessment of the state of
the dispute and the way
forward.

Althaugh’-the event has
rightly ‘been billed as a
‘meeting’ — links between
local committees are not
yet sufficiently developed
that a representative con-
ference of shop stewards
can be called unofficially —

it can also help to. develop
the campaign for such a
conference.

The organisers-have
quite rightly invited full
time officials and repres-
entatives of the TUChealth
services committee to ait-
end the meeting.It is vital

_AS wego to press, we have
‘heard ‘that Anne-Marie
Sweeney, shop steward for

- Oxfordshire home. helps,
and minutes secretary. of
the Oxford County -branch
of NUPE,has.beensuspen-
ded from the union, pend-
ing a call for her expulsion.We gather than Anne-
Marie’s ‘crime’, for which
she was heavilyattackedby

- localofficial Alf Collier and
other branch officials, was
to write to the union’s
NEC querying ballot proce-
dures.
_As_a_ delegate from

NUPE,
president of Oxfordshire
County Associationof Trad-
es Councils. She has been
consistently. active in local
and national campaigns ag-ainst Tory spending cuts in
the NHS, nurseries, social
services and achoolmeals.

The branch motion call-
ing for her expulsion has
not yet been heard by the
union’s NEC. NUPE milit-
ants concernedat thiswitch
hunt. of a dedicated trade
unionist should ensure that
their views are heard at
every levelin theunion.

 

Anne-Marie is’

 

‘thatwe use the meeting to
spread a campaign to force
the TUC to call a national
NHSstewards’ conference,
and to put pressure on
NUPE to carry out their’
Mayconference decision to
call all-out indefinite
action.

.

The dispute hangs very
muchin the balance now.If
the militancy ofthe last

seven months and the
support we havebuilt upis not to be squandered, we
have to have an_ all-out
strike.

The Sheffield meetingwill take place against a
—background of victimisa-

tions, cuts, and threatened
privatisation. We are now
playing .for higher stakes

.

thanjust the 12 per cent.

National meeting of
health-service shop
stewards and represéntat-
ives ofstrike committees
Saturday October 30,
Royal Victoria Hotel,
Victoria Station. Road,
Sheffield: 10,30-4,30
Called: jeintly by Leicester
Health Service coordinating

- committee and Sheffield
Health Workers Joint Shop
Stewards Committee.
Attendance: open to all
shop stewards in the NHS,
  

SOCIALIST -Organiser
spoke to delegates who
attended a meeting for
branch officials at Brads-
worth Miners Welfare
near Doncaster. The
meeting was called by
Yorkshire NUM President
JackTaylor as part of the
NUM campaign for a
30% wage increase and
against pit closures. .

l askedthedelegates:-
Is the operation of the

overtime ban solid in York-
shire?

‘Yes. After Jack Taylor
reported, he was given a

|

standingovation byusall.’

What about exemptions?
Might not those sections
like the Barnsley winderstry and use that as. an

 

and members of ‘strike
committees,

,
admission

by union card.
Creche:available.
Contact: 0742 26484 x
2896 daytime, 550582 eve.

 
 
  
 
 
   
  
   
  
 
   
 excuse?”

‘The
. only exemptions

allewed are for emergen-
cies like flooding, fire and
the like.. If the Barnsley
winders work overtime,
thenthejobis blacked.

‘They didn’t even attend
themeeting.’

‘Who knows what would
have happened if theydid.’

How do you think the
ballot will ge for the
claim?

‘In Yorkshire a majority
— definitely. tm January
66% votedfor it. Its up to
us to build for it — buildon
the support we have
already.’ .

Whataboutpit closures?

Sheffieldlead
for health

©stewards
As the Tory attackson

the NHS intensify, a nat-
ional organisation of NHS
stewards is becomingmore
essential. Health service
stewards must show that
they mean business, by

 

WHAT:would you do if your
employer told you he was
going to cut your wages by
between £15 and £32 a
week? No doubt you would
go. mad and there would-be
an immediate strike.

Well, this is what the
miners are being faced with.
The National Coal. Board’s
offer of 7.2% across the
board is, in effect, a wage
cut. Since March 1975 prices
have shot ahead of wages to
such an extent that-even if
the NUM’s~ claim

~.
was

conceded in full, all grades
of underground’ workers.

.

would still be taking a drop .

in real wages.
A face worker on the

highest grade stands to lose
£32.75 in real terms if the
NCB offer is accepted. The
lowest grade surface worker
would lose £15.25 — not a
lot to show for seven years’

Barnsleysupport
‘86% were against

closures-in the last ballot.
It’s. a very emotional
issuein thepits.’

‘Branch officials and
the leadership are moun-
ting a campaign amongst
therank andfile.’

‘Five major rallies
throughottt the country —

for the rank and file —

Sheffield City Hall is the
first.’

Wha. now for the triplealliance?

‘There was a great cheer
last night when the plat-
forra announced Sid
Weighell had been sacked.’

‘Strengthened — defin-
itely.’

Barnsley SO

> ye eer steer re tee ce eee

getting the maximum turn-
out for the Sheffield meet-
ing, organising for strong
action on the 8th, and con-
tinuing to press for an all-
out indefinite strike.

ANNA LUNTS

< 

Whyminers say‘yes’
hard graft.All thetalk of the NUM
claim being ridiculously
extortionate*clearly ignores
the economic facts of life.
Nor will it mean a greater
burden on tax payers,
although .

miners are tax:
payers too.

Between April 1981 and
March 1982 the. miners
received two wage rises —

~ 9.8% and 8.7%. NCBfigures
show that wage costs rose by
only 5.9% in- thaf period.
The NCB can afford the
claim and should be made to
cough up.

For a start they could
cut out overtime. They have
already admitted that
cutting 1% of overtime
would save the NCB £12
million. So by cutting over-
time from its current level of
14% to 4%, the NCB could
increase the present offer by

Stop the

 
  
 JUSTICEFOR NARK

Save by MickO’Sullivar

Wood Green
Hospital

THE. occupation “to. stop
closure at Wood Green and
Southgate hospital ~con-
tinues, with the majority of
staff fully behind the
struggle.

The one black spot is the
few nursesin theRCN, who
have agreed to go for inter-
views for new jobs. The
vast majority of staff, who
are NUPE members, have
refused to attend such

 
 

  
  
   

about £10 4 week.
Coal stocks, it. is esti-

mated by the NUM, are
currently undervalued to the
tune of some £150 million.

|NCB accounts show that
last year it paid an extra
33% in interest charges, 24%
in depreciation, and 29.5%
in those mysterious “other
charges”.

’ All this money could goto make up the miners’:
claim in full. And even if
the full claim was paid for
by raising the price of coal,
it would still.mean only
another £4.50 a “ton, still
leaving coal as the cheapest
source of energy available.

It is doubly and trebly
important to go all out for
the full claim, particularly
as the NCB havesaid nothing
about the other parts of the
claim — thé four-day week,
retirement at 55, and
salaried wages. -

<
5 oe,

4

interviews, and this has
effectively blocked the
District Health Authority’s
first attempt to break the
occupation. .

Attempts to broaden the
support for the occupation
continue. Last week saw a
lobby of a meeting: of the
borough Labour group
which discussed what
practicalsupport theycould
offer.

.
' While a certain amount
of verbal commitment was
forthcoming, practical su-
pport was limited to
publicising the occupation
through the  council’s
local paper.

Occupation supporters
-are planning a call to all
local authoritystewards in
the borough for a meeting
to broaden the support for

_

theoccupationinto thelocal
Trade Union movement.
While it is primarily the
job of the local Trade Union
to organise this initiative,
the council can play a
valuable role in giving

_

backing.:
Messages/money:

Wood Green and Southgate
hospital, 135 Bands Green
Rd.; London N11.

by John Cunningham
~ (Dinnington NUM)

They have also yettogive a commitment on pit
closures.

Linking pay and closures
in the ballot is. correct, asine NCB themselvesare link-

jobs and money. Theyhave already stated that they
will put more money on thetable.if the NUM willaccept30,000. so-called-tecHnolog-ical redundancies."

If the NUM lose on this
one, it will be back to the
1960s and the Robersera of
mass closures and redundan-
cies.

But at the end of the day
the argumefit is a political
one — if the miners go down,
the trade union movement
will go down with them. ~

A victory for the miners°

will-take us forward, buta
defeat will take us back
decades: We stand at the
crossroads. Vote yes for a
fight and for a future. 

by Jenny Fisher

deportations!
NOT CONTENTwithtrying
to deport Afia Begum, the
HomeOffice has now found
another immigrant woman
in Tower. Hamlets, East
London,to harass.

.

Jesoda Luxman, having
spent the last 12 years
working in many parts-of
the world as a nanny, now
wishes to settle in Britain
withher family. In particul-
ar, she wants to help her
parents in looking after one
of her brotherswhois phys-
ically and mentally handi-
capped. She has. received
support-in this from teach-
ers at her brother’s school
and the local social
services.

The Home Office have
a

 
 Smee

boughthera ticket to send.
her to Pakistan, where she
has no immediate family.
Hercase has been taken up
by the local MP, Ian Mik-
ardo, and local councillors
are organising with the loc-
al Labour Party,community
groups, and

_
anti-racist

groups to defend her.
‘Wider support is needed

~ urgently.
Meanwhile, the cam-

paign to defend Afia Beg-
um is growing. Following a
noisy picket of the Home
Office and local activity, a
campaign meeting has de- —

cided to call a demonstra-
tion in the Spitalfields area
onSaturday.November13.

There are reported to be

some 40 deportations from
Britain EACH DAY: it is
time the labour movement
made a. stand andstopped
this.With your support, we
can make that stand on
November 13. Without it,
the racism and sexism of
the Home Office will
continue.

Labour movement, com-
munity and

_—
anti-racist

groups are urged to spons-
or the demonstration, and
send a banner and a dele-
gation or a message of
support for us to read out
at therally.

Contact:-Susan Carlyle,
36 Bradmore House, Jam-
aica St, London El (01-
790 4937).

So weee
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Conference focus of ==
CLPresistance
    

  

 
- JohnBloxamcalls for a bigturnoutto organise against théwitch-hunt

IT IS stillnot clear whether
the Labour Party NEC will
discuss general secretary
Jim Mortimer’s final pro-
posals on howto purge Mil-
itant’s ‘inner group’ at
theirmeeting in October,or
delay untilNovember.

Either way, a large con-
ference of Constituency
Labour Parties and other
Labour organisations on
October 30 will give a big
jolt to their witch-hunting

conference, because the
CLPswillhave to make the
crucial decisions tc refuse
to expel left-wingers and
face NEC attempts to dis-
band them.

They will be asked to
vote separately on the key
resolution presented by the
Steering Committee:

‘ThisCLP resolvesto:
© Fight to reverse the deci-
sion to establish the NEC’s
register of non-affiliated

 
itant can defeat the witch-
hunt single-handed, and
that everyone else can tag
along as a small minority
in Militant’sproject.

_The October 30 confer-
ence should certainly dec-
ide on organising, as far
as possible, a joint cam-
paign. The two steering
committees from the two
conferences should be
closely linked. But genuine

not a specially. left-wing
CLP — has passeda resol-
ution calling on their GC
‘‘to have no. truck with
expulsions’.

It is Ted Grant’s and
Peter Taaffe’s ward. In
this case their ward seems
to have more idea about
the effective way to defend
them than they do them-
selves.

The October 30 confer-
lans: 3

7
5

-° Littiewillconcentrate the arewithintheParty operat joint activity seems far ence has to organise such
minds of the right wing © Neither to expel. nor to

from Militant’sthinking. feeling. Delegates should
better than a large deleg- recognise the expulsion of = re Their decisiontotyat be mandated to oppose the”
ate conference aarti to any Labour Party member any reference to the steer- Prana a oy
campaign against ail or group of membersor the $s ime committee from their tant, and to support
expulsions or disaffil-__disaffiliationof any CLPor ~ ° go Onfore While in the proposals from the

iations. constituéncy| organisation = vn ole “t iSa ssible steeringcommittee. -

rio i ’ ister’ * .
- ’

eines er ation of the NEC's register ,
+ Militantcannotdefeat witch-hunt single-handedmeetings, agreed to send

delegates to the Conferen-
ce. This initia] response
suggests solid support. In
addition, there was unan-

The trade union deleg-
ates will be asked to vote
separatelyon a special res-
olution for them:

‘This... resolves to:

ation of theNEC’sregister,
© Give full support to any
CLP resisting expulsions,
and maintain affiliationsto

and the main voting, will
be restricted to those dele-
gates whose organisations
can deliver theaction (CLPs

voted against supporting
the Conference. They are.
now arguing that CLPs
should be sending dele-

now willcertainly ‘‘serious-
ly undermine the campaign .

against the register mount-
ed by many left wing
groups within the party’
(as Labour Weekly pointed

Help is needed for the last
week of the Labour

. by-
election campaigns in
Peckham and Northfield,
where polling takes place

imous support for the con- _*Fight-to reverse the deci-" ‘disbanded’ CLPs and boy- and trade unions). - gates, but the change has ~ gy) on October28. -

ference at theCampaign for sion to establish the NEC's cott attempts to substit- - The first job -will be to—scarcely been 180°. And their hints About Peckham:
.

Committee
Labour Party Democracy register of non-affiliated ute ‘new’ CLPs set up by defend Militant supporters, Apparently Militant will taking Labour leaders. to rooms, 41 Camberwell
Executive, and CLPD will
be sendinga speaker.

Trade union branches,
Labour Party wards, wom-
en’s sections, and YSs will

groups of membersopera-
tingwithintheParty,
© Not recognise the expuls-
ion of any LP member or
group of members or the

theNEC’.
There will be additional

proposals about organising
nationallyand locally after
the Conference, and a nat-

and it is because they are
now in thefiring line that
Militanthave been asked to
send a_ speaker to. the

Conference. In fact they

argue that the conference
shouldelect two delegates
onto the steering commit-
tee elected from the Sep-
tember 11 conference, and

court are not only wrong in
principle, but can only
confuse the campaign. to
defendthem.

At the same time, Can-

Grove, London SE5 (01-
703 4808).

Northfield: Committee
rooms, 30 Hillwood Road,
Birmingham B31 (021-478

also be sending delegates. disaffiliation of any CLP ional Steering Committee appear to havepartly chan- then dissolve into the one Tali

But the CLP delegates will or constituent organisation _will be elected. The right ged theirattitudeto it. ‘united’ campaign.Butit is onburyBast ward in isling- 2903).
have centre place in the in connectionwiththe oper- to submit amendments,

reach for
theirteeth |

WHO now can doubt that
the SDP is a mighty force ~

forsadical change and mould
breaking? Last week’s “roll-
ing conference” brought the
definitive answer to those
who doubt, the power of
mobilisedmoderation.

It came from a_ shop
steward at BL’s Cowley
Assembly Plant — one of the
very first people to demon-
strate: that “moderate” is
simply a polite word for
witch-hunting reactionary.

Charles Hammond told
the gasping audience of car-
eerists and gloset Tories
what he and his ilk had
helped do to working. con-
ditions in Cowley.

As a result of the “silent
majority” getting “off their
backsides”, production had
gone up, the workforce had
gone down,and pay packets,
had been cut. ‘Now we have
a management that rules by
fear and not by agreement
...

There must be a better
way of industrial democ-
cracy,”he concluded.

 

by Harry Sloan
Small wonder that, as

Hammond confessed, the
working class at Cowley and
elsewhere seem far from
enchanted at the prospect of
a wholesale ‘‘moderate”’
takeover!

AUEW official Charlie (a
lot of Charlies at the SDP
conference) Westley also
grumbled that the SDP had
fajled to ‘get its brand of
“commonsense”into British
politics, or “capture the
hearts of working people”.

From the platform
William. Rodgers, proposing
the package of anti-union
policies, also took a moment
to “wonder what the average
member of the
thinks.”

Echoing the revious
week’s praise from Norman
Tebbit, Rodgers too lauded
ousted NUR ieader Sid
Weighell as “one of the out-
standing and best trade
unionleaders.”

And he -bemoaned the
way in which such statesmen
“tied hand and foot to

NUR

 

Labour” had to devote time
to manoeuvring on political
questions instead of concen-
trating on “the great indus-
trial. issues” — (presumably
implementing Charlie Ham-
mond’s plans for wage cuts
ad sackings).

This was why,he sugges-
ted, the SDP favours cutting
the unions’ links with the
Labour Party. *

:

Rodgers claimed that the
SDP wish to “give the unions
back to their members”.But
the policies he proposed
would give ~ substantial
control of the unions to the
Tory press and mass media —

through instituting © still
further secret postal ballots.
on industrial action and on
union elections as well as on
Labour Party affiliation.
And the SDP would feather-
bed scabs and non-union
freeloaders.

Anyone should be able
on grounds of “conscience”
to refuse to join a union,
suggested Rodgers. And the
SDP’s proposals for “indus-

 

On September 11 they

trial democracy” involves
the establishment of ‘works
councils’ on which non-
union members”should sit
side by side with union
representatives.

Confused
On top of this, the SDP,

though confused as to its
precise tactics, favours a
policy of

. government-
imposed wage controls.

Party leader Jenkins
scowled and his defeated
rival Owen grinned as dele-
gates overwhelmingly voted
down a call for a “conven-
tional”statutory pay policy.

This made nonsense of
Jenkins’ major speech on the
issue. But the  Party’s
Council carried a vaguer pro-
posal to “seek a specific
mandate” for an incomes
policy, and the commitment
to hold down working class’
living standards was unques-
tioned on either side of the
“debate”. :

There was similar equivo-
cation over defence policy.
As the party of opportunism
par excellence, the SDP can-

fantasy to believethat Mil-. specially left-wing ward, in

“Somebody suggested our image would be improved if we ate somefish and chips!”
not afford to ignore the
vast groundswell of support
in. the middle classes for
CND: yet as the party of
loyalty to NATO,it cannot
offer any real commitment
to disarmament — and stands

’ several yards to. the right of
its Liberal Party. allies on the
issue.

virtuoso attempt at
straddling this problem, by
proposing a vast increase in
“conventional” death
machines. in exchange for
nukes.

“You cannot advocate a
non-nuclear policy and then
go passing resolutions involv-
ing slashing cuts in conven-
tional weapons, It doesn’t
add up.”

We have to be prepared
to dig deeper into our
pockets to provide the
resources for a real conven-
tional defence force.”

‘Columns
This vision of columns of

‘new tanks, jets and bombs,
he suggested, was the kind of
vision to “catch the imagin-

David Owen offered a
‘

ation of those people in the
peace movement troubled by
thaé.world they see”. .

Andif all that failed,and
the SDP decided: instead to
allow the siting of Cruise
missiles in Britain, they
would demand a revolution-
ary, radical and mould-
breaking form of “particip-
ation”.

“The British people have
the right to feel that it is
their government’s finger on
the safety catch. Not the
trigger, but the safety catch
qty.”

Volvos
Delegates, uncertain.

whether
accommodate to CND, or
whether to fend off its

s

“siren sounds of unilateral- ~

ism” were relieved at Owen’s -

speech, which offered some-
thing for everyone present

_

and got a two-minute stand-
ing ovation. .

Despite repeated angry
claims that the SDPis not in
fact simply a party of the
Volvo-driving middle classes,
and includes union officials

to welcome sand
.

as well as headmasters and
accountants, every aspect of
the conference underlined its

” petty bourgeois character. A
survey suggested that 11% of
the delegates were unem-
ployed: one of these proved
to be an. unemployed
antique dealer!

Speech after speech con-
fessed that the SDP has
failed to convince working
class people, particuarly
blacks, that it has anything
to offer. And the confer-
enceshowed that it remains
less a ‘party than an
organised ‘fan club- for the
tepeated hectoring and
wooden speeches from the
‘Gang of Four’ who remain
the only reliable spokes-
people for the SDP’s brand
of evasive, utopian or reac-
tionary politics.

Such a party can hope
and predict continued
success only on the basis of
the dire economic andsocial
crisis unleashed by Thatcher
and the confusion and bank-
ruptcy of the policies
peddled by the bureaucratic
leaders of the trade union
and Labour movement.
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THEBritish press assessment
of-the Commonwealth
Games, held in Brisbane last
month, seems to be: “OK,
the Aboriginal people..of
Australia have a bum deal...
but the Games were good
fun and we won-a lot of 7
medals”.

2

It isn’t quite what Aus-.
tralian prime minister Mal-
colm Fraser wanted, but it’ll
do.
‘Many reporters revolted
by or - perhaps just bored ©

_ with, Rolf Harris trying to ~ remember the words to
Waltzing Matilda, or giant
kangaroos. spewing out
Australian athletes from a
detachable pouch, wandered
off and discovered theAbor-
iginal Land Rights
Campaign.

;

They noticed a few hun-
dred arrests during the
Games, as 4 few Aborigines
were refused entry even
though they had tickets, and
the.Governor General’s
daughter got arrested, which
was a nice story. But apart
from that the Press obvious- ~

ly spent most of their time
drowning their sorrows.

But the Black ProtestCampaign, set up to bring
the este of Aboriginal Land
Rights to the attention: of
the world during the Games,

‘are pleased with—their
success.

They declared long
before the Games began that

Jo Thwaites
reports on the
Aborigine
Land Rights
campaign in
Australia
P|
they wanted a peacefulpro-
test. The
Government responded to
thisby rushing theCommon-
wealth Games Act through
Parliament. This Act gave

+ the police immense powers: ”

to deal with any demonstra-
tion or protest within a
‘notified area’ around the
Gamesstadium. ° ‘

Police could declare noti-_.
fied areas within which any-
one creating a disturbance,
or thought by police to be
doing so could be immed-
iately arrested.”

Also, if anyone saw such
a disturbance, it would be
their duty to perform a
“citizen’s arrest” and if by-
standers didn’t help ‘the
police they could also be
arrested. Jail terms were to
be the order of the day for
those arrested, or hugefines.

While several hundred
people were arrested, the
police were obviously reluc-

Queensland °

Roo International iarIreaT
Fraserblows |

- ofthisfoot
tant to use the full powers
of this Act, hampered as
they were by the presence
of the world’s press. .

The Fraser governmentis
clearly embarrassed by the
number of arrests. Due to
pressure from Charles Per-
kins (an advisor to the
government on Aboriginal
Affairs appointed during the:
Whitlam [Labour]. govern-
ment, andstill there despite
almost monthly attempts. by
Fraser’s Liberals to get rid of
him), it seemslikely that the
Fraser government willgrant
some sort of amnesty for the
arrested protestors.

Charles Perkins had
thredténed to present a peti-
tiorf to’ the Queen while she
was.there, demanding that,slie-did sSmethingabout the
dirests: He was -dissuaded
and‘it’ is generally thaught
‘that Fraser promised. an
amnesty in order to avoid
embarrassing the Queen .,...and himself. ,

Another success claimed
by the Black Protest Com-
mittee is the resignation of
the Queensland Minister for
AboriginalAffairs.This char-
acter had said on New Zeal-
and radio that even if
Aboriginals did have land
they wouldn’t be able to
keep it or run it as they were
incapable. He was forced to
resign. <

.
*

“ Muth=of. the potential
publicity <the Aboriginal

land Right campaigners.
should have got was. over-
shadowed bythecorruption
scandal rocking the Liberal
government. Hardly a day
passes without some minister

.or othey ‘High ‘up’ resigning
‘due to ‘bad health’ or ‘pres-
‘sure ofwork’. -

At the root of it ail is
an inquiry which Fraser
ordered be made_into
corruption in the Painter and
Docker’s Union, the purpose
being to embarrass the
Australian Labour Party. Un-
happily for Fraser it has
back-firedbadly, many com-
pare it to firing a gun and
blowing off your own foot.

The union corruption
was found to be small fry
compared to. the people who
were using: them higher up.-
These bigger fish appear to
be almost all of Fraser’s

_fZovernment.Incredible. * stories ~-are
coming: out’— the Western
Australia ‘state governmenrit
phone number was in Play-
boy, apparently someone

—high up was operating a call-
girl racket from a govern-
mentoffice.

So Fraser’s attempt to
shove the ALP down 4 few
points in the opinion polls
have resulted in quite the
opposite — the Liberals. are
losing ground by the hour

.as Australians wait for the
‘next ‘health’ casualty from
Canberra. 

AS WEgotwpress,pollingis
taking place in Northern Ire-
land fora new Six County’
Assembly.

It has been accompanied
-by an upsurge of sectarian
-cagnage, and the so-called

Ssecurity forces are on full
.

alert, Over a dozen sectarian
killings have occurred in the
month\ before the election,
some of them of Protestants.

|The sectarian bitterness un-
leashed by the campaign was
most terribly expressed two
days before polling,when a
61 year old man was gunned
down with both barrels of a
shotgun in front of a class-
room of 10 year old children.
A former. lieutenant in the
part-time British Army local
force, the UDR, he retired
six years ago. —

The Irish National Liberat-
ion Army, whichcontinwes
despite this to call itself
republican and even socialist,
im mediately claimed respon-sibilityand promised more of
the same.

_

.

The elections are the firs
attempt in seven years to
set up a new political super-
structure in Northern Ire-
land. At the end of 1975 the
Convention, created by elec-
tions such as the present
ones, produced a majority
report demanding a return to
‘majority gule’ for Northern

~ Ireland, and the Britishgov-
‘ernment, refusing to comply,
scrapped it and settled into
the last 7 years of direct rule.

- ments

to both Protestants and Cath-
olics. The October 20 elect-
ions are to produce an ass-
embly which will be a talking
shop,but have the possibility
of getting control of depart-

s

of government’ in
Northern Ireland as and
whex a sufficient proportion
of the Assembly can reach
agreement,

|This is called ‘rolling devo-
lution’. It is ‘open ended’ and
‘flexible’. It is also fore-
doomed.

Forit is a foregone conclu-
- sion thatthere will be a Prot-
estant majority unwilling to
share power with the Cathol-
ics. :

.

Asalwaysthere-willbe two
parallel elections, one for
each of the communities. On
the Protestant side there are
now two big blocks — the
Official Unionists and Ian
Paisley’s Democratic Union-
ists. In the May local elect-
ions the OUP gotjustslightly
more votes than the DUP.
The OUP wants integration of
Northern Ireland with Brit-
ain, and the DUP wants maj-
ority rule — i.e. restoration
of Protestant ascendancy.

On the Catholic side, the
_-SDLP, now a ‘green’nation-

alist party which has shed
most of its ‘social’ element,
is standing but pledges to
boycott the Assembly. They
want London and Dublin gov-
ernmenttalks to agree a new
broad framework for a feder-
ated Ireland, and a ‘council

‘Majority rule’ means Prot- _+for a new Ireland’.
estantrule such as existed for
50 years until the Northern
Ireland parliament was sus-
pended in March 1972.|

TheBritishgovernmentre-
' cognises that no Northern

Ireland assembly will agree
on @ constitution acceptable

Probablyrightly,Republic-
ans say that the SDLP will
take the first chance to go

’ into theAssembly.
There are 12 Provisional

Republicans standing, some
of them relatives of dead
hunger-strikers. If elected

 ARORA leew eee:

 

John O’Mahony
looks at the Northern
IrelandAssembly
elections — and why
theCatholicssee
them asa threat.

theywillnot take theirs€ats. .-
_

Enoch Powell, a Westmin-
ster MP for the Official Un-
ionists, has claimedthattheir
DUP rivals will use the Ass-
emblyas a launchingpad ‘for
illegality and rebellion’ \if
they are strong there. This
raises a question that the
Catholic population will
have very much in mind.

A Protestant majority parl-
iamentis being elected. The
Protestants are, however,
being told that they can only
exercise power if they get
the agreement of the Cathol-
ics. They raise the cry:majority rule.

If ther is democraticvalid-
ity in the Northern Ireland
state, they should have maj-
ority rule. But it is an artific-
ial sectarian state carved out
by British imperialist. viol-
ence against the will of the
majority of the Irish people. -

Majority cule would mean
restoring Protestant -ascend-
ancy over the 35% Catholic
minority — whose revolt
smashedthe old system, and
who won't take it lyingdown.

But what if a Protestant
Assembly majority should
constitute a government and
attempt. to seize power? —

ratheras was done in Dublin
in 1919 after the 1918 election

returned a 73% majority of
MPs pledged to set up an
independent. Irish parlia-
ment. This is a risk Prior is
taking.

The divisions in the Prot-
estant ranks makeitimprob-
able immediately. Yet the
OUP is as viciously anti-
Catholicas the DUP. It maybappen. :

In this’situation the antics
of the INLA, which is' loosely
(perhaps Very loosely) linked

‘to the Irish Republican Soc-
-ialist Party, must intensify
sectarian bitterness and help
the Paisleyites. They are a
million:miles from socialism
and scarcely less distant from

_Republicanism — the move-
mentthat200 years ago took
as its goal te unite Catholics,
dissenters, and Protestants
under the common nameof
Irishman.

theWhile Provisionals’
military campaign focuses on

—

the British Army and

_
its

auxiliaries,that of the sup-
posedly left wing INLA focus-
es more and moreon repres-
entatives of the Protestant

‘community. This is either
stupid beyond credence, or
else a deliberate attempt to
stoke the fires of sectarian
civil war, from which nothing
good can conceivablycome.

The INLA is a tragic ex-
ample of what the sectarian
bearpit in. Northern Ireland,
created and maintained by
British force, has done to the
people of the Six Counties —-

even those who call them-
selves by the honourable
name Republican and the
workingclass nameSocialist.

And that’s why nothing
good can ever come of that
sectarian entity, or of tamp-
ering with it instead of
abolishing it.
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Brisbane demonstrators condemnedFraser'sracism

f Sllor ones :

BOLIVIA’S new. civilian
government has received
offers of economic aid from
the US, the EEC, the
USSR, and Venezuela.
Even Argentina, -which
played an importantrole in
the 1980 military coup in
Bolivia, and which has be-
cometherefuge for the top
army commanders sacked
by” “incoming ~ presidentStes, wants

* possibleaid.
But the governmentstill

faces a huge foreign-debt ©

crisis — and the inter-
national bankers’ price for
relieving that crisis will be
that Siles use his credit
with Bolivia’s workers and
peasants to impose auster-
ity measures.

The US State Depart-
mentis reported to reckon

to discuss. 
Will he convincethem?
the Siles government’s
probable lifespan at six
months.

Strike “success”
THE FUT (United Wor-
kers’ Front) of Ecuador
has claimed ‘total success’ -

for its 48 hour protest
- general strike on Sep-
tember 22-23. Other
reports (Latin - America
Weekly Report, October 1;
Latin America Regional
Report, October 8) describe
the strike as a ‘very limited
success’, saying that more
than half the factories

- in the industrial belt round

 
  
     labour movement.

towns.

 

Payments due

. Socialist Organiser is not just a paper.
We fight to organise workers in the
struggle for a new leadership in the

If you agree with what we have to
say, you can help..Become a support-
er of the Socialist Organiser Alliance —

groups are established in most targe
.

To ‘Get Organised’ in the fight; or
for more information,write at once to
us at 28 Middle Lane, London N8.

the capital, Quito,_were
unaffected. There: were
street clashes between

“strikers and troops and
police. .

Meanwhile, Ecuador has
finallydemandedreschedu-.
ling of its foreign debt.

on its
$6,6billiontotal debt would
amount. to 122% of Ecua-
dor’s export income this
year.
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~a purge

Salvado
danger

A JOINT initiative by tl
presidents of Mexico ar
Venezuela for peace tall
in Central America hi
received a favourab!
response from Nicareg
and from the Sociali
International.

The presidents sent
letter — contents not y
disclosed — at the end
September to US Pre:
dent Reagan,to the Sand
nista government
Nicaragua, and to tl
Honduranregime. Mexic
in alliance with Europe:
governments and tl
Socialist International, h
in recent years come out
competition withthe US:
the champion of an ¢
ternative policy for capite
ist stability in Centr
America.

.

Meanwhile in El Salv
dor president Maganahs
proposed the  setting-
of a multi-party comimissic
to discuss opening negoti
tions with the FMLN-FD
opposition (as favoured |
Mexico and France
Magana has_ seeming
made ‘tentative conta
with FDR leader Guillern
Ungo by the intermedia

_

theCosta Rica governmer-US officials are claimit
theUngo — who represen
the openly bourgeois co!
ponent of the FDR —

willing to distance hims«
from the FMLN guerill
and drop the demand f

and restructuri:
of El Salvador’s arm
forces.
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Fearful racewhich|
massescannotwin|

Yoav Barreports from Haifa on thethreatof more slaughteriin Lebanon
A TERRIFYINGrace.is now
taking place ...

will the crisis
around the Israeli .war of
genocide against the Palestin-~
ian masses in Lebanon deve-
lop fast enough to stop moreand worse of the Sabra-Shat-
ila horrors?

The danger is very real.
The Lebanese fascists public--
ly pride themselves on their
latest acts, and promise to
continue to kill Palestinians
until they see them all out.of
Lebanon. Israel continues
mass murderous repression
of the Palestinains and Leb-
anese left, supplying and giv-
ing a free hand to both the
Gemayel and Haddad gangs.
(Eyewitnesses have foundit
hard to identify which gang
the murderers came from, as
‘they all wear the same Israe-
li uniforms’!).

American and European
imperialists, who pressurised
the fighters out of Beirut,
and then opened the way for
the Israeli-fascisi onslought,
now press for a Syrian and
PLO withdrawal from the
whole of Lebanon. This will
open the country for a full .

scale terrorizing of the popu-
lation, and the death or ex-
pulsion option for hundreds
of thousands of Palestinian
refugees.

But a real crisis is develo-
ping which can isolate and
finally stop the bloody ad-
vance of the Zionist invad-
ers. Not-least is the crisis in
Palestine itself, where the
week after the Sabra-Shanti-
la massacre has seen the big-
gest wave of unrest since the
establishment of the Zionist
state.

West Bank

The occupied West Bank
and Gaza declared a 3 day
general strike, which was re-
ally general despite repress-
ion and the threat of mass
murder and expulsion.

The main breakthrough
in this week of protest wasiby the Palestinians in the

one 
Paid ads Spper word, £4 per
column inch. Send .to Social-Bis: Organiser. (What's On}, 28

§§ Middle Lane, London Ns.
@ SOCIALIST ORGANISER
§ North of Englandday school

-on ‘The International Class
Struggle’: Sunday Octobera 31, 10am to 5.30pm at

BE cheapSS

Manchester University Stud-
ents’ Union, Oxford Road,Manchester. Lots of work-

| shops, speakers, discussions,
etc, Registration £1.50 wag-
ed, 75p claimants, from 78High St, Atherton,Lancs.‘tunch available,
creche provided,

§

area occupied since 1948 —

who now constitute 17% of
the 4 million ‘official’ resi-
dents of the Zionist state.
From the Sunday that the
newsof the massacrearrived,
there were demonstrations
all round the country, and a
general strike of the Arab
Palestinian population was
declared for Wednesday,
September 22.

It was the third one day
general strike in the ’48 terri-
tories, following ‘The Day of
the Land’ in 1976, and the
general strike on March 30
(the day of the land) this
year in support of the West
Bank and Gaza struggle.

' This time the response to the
strike call was total, and~
there was a mass demonstra-
-tion in every single,village or
city neighbourhood.

NOTTINGHAM Socialist
Organiser meets every Friday
7.30pm at the International
Community Centre, 61B
Mansfield Rd.

NURTH-WESTLondonSoc-
ialist Organiser group discus-
sion meetings: every other
Sunday, 8pm (for venue,see
SO sellers).
CAMPAIGNagainst Racist
Laws conference. Saturday
October 23,. 10am, County
Hall, London. Details. 56.
EdithnaSt, London SW9.
SOUTH EAST LondonSoc-
ialist Organiser forums.
every other Thursday, 8pm
at the Queen Victoria, Artill-
ery Place,Woolwich.
October 21: “rhe Tebbitbill’
— speaker Wendy Mustill.
PALESTINE day school.
Saturday October 23, noon
to 6pm,at University ofLondon Union, -Malet St, -

WC1, Organised by Palestine
Solidarity Campaign.
OUT NOW — ‘The Degener-
ated Revolution — the orig-
ins and nature of the Stalin-
ist states’. A newbook from
Workers’ PowerandtheIrish

.

Workers’ Group. £2 plus 40p
postage from Workers’ Pow-
er, BCM Box 7750, LondonWCIN 3XX.

 

’ main roads.

Thedeath toll mounts: will theprotests mount quickly enoughto stop it?
Most of the demonstra-

tions flew the Palestinian
national flag, which in itself
could lead to 3 years’ impri-
sonmentunderIsraeli law.

The slogans of the masses
were very clear, calling for a
popular revolution to liber-
ate Palestine. Even in cities
like Haifa and Jaffa, where
most of the population was
expelled in 1948, there were
thousands marching and
then hoursof stone throwing
and ‘clashes between the
youth andthepolice.

In many places the dem-
onstrators went out to block

The Bedouin of
the’ Neger desert, who had
their land expropriated in
the massive military buildup
under Camp David, also
played an important part in
the strike, they didn’t know

HULL Socialist Organiser
public meeting. ‘After the
Labour Party conference’.
Wednesday October 27,

‘7.30pm, Trades and Labour
Club, Beverley Road.
WOMEN,Immigration and
Nationality. conference org-
anisedby womeninvolved in
immigration law campaigning
and theGLC women’s com-
mittee. Sunday October 24,
10 to 5, County Hall, Lond-
on SE1. All women welcome.
International ‘Debating Soc-
ialism’ weekend on 23/24
October. Alan Thornett de-
bates Socialist Challenge and
Socialist Worker. on

.
the

unions, Ernest Mandel on
the monetary crisis, John
Ross debates Duncan Hallas

.

on entrism and the Labour
Party; Bernadette McAliskey ~-

on Ireland, Frances Morrell,
Alan Freeman, and Labour
Briefing on the new Labour
Left, Ken Livingstone, Hil-
ary Wainwright and Tessa
van Gelderen on the lessons
of Labour’s GLC, John Harr-
ison, Bea Campbell, ValerieCouitas, Mike Davis and
and more discussions on a
socialist programme for the

_

British crisis. Just £4 for the
weekend, £2.50 per day at
Kingsway Princeton college,
near Kings Cross, London
WC1. Starts 10am.

 

where to demonstrate on the
day itself.

The police couldn’t even
try to prevent this mass mo-

—

bilisation. They decided on
a bold act of ‘revenge* in the
most important Arab centre
within the 48 territories, the
city of Nazareth.

After a peaceful demon-
stration on Wednesday mor-
ning there, policemen and
soldiers were smuggled into
the city in civilianbuses, and
began almost immediately
shooting live bullets at the
people in the main street.

~ More .than 40 were
wounded, and only by real
luck was nobody killed.
Four days later, in Daburiya
near Nazareth, a memorial
march to the Sabra-Shatila
victims was fired on. A
young woman worker was

GAYSin Education confer-
ence: ‘Homosexualityin the
curriculum’. Saturday and
Sunday November 13-14
1982, 11am to 5.30, HealthEducation Centre, 304 West-
bourne Grove, London Wil...
£2 waged, £1 unwaged. Fur:
ther info: 112 Broxholm Rd,London SE27.
GREENWICH

_
Socialist’

Teachers’ Group public
meeting: ‘Gay rights in
teaching’. Speakers: Deirdre
Wood, John McKay. 8pm,Thursday November 11,
Royal Oak, Woolwich NewRoad, London SE18.
S.E.LONDONGay Teachers’
Group:first meeting, Mon-
day November 1, 8pm, 6
Mays Court, Crooms Hill,

London SE10 (858 2701).

 
 
  

killed, and the police came
to arrest more of the mar-
chers. -

A wave of arrests,
ompanied by brital beating,
has gone on the two weeks

acc-

since -the strike.
.

Wor-
kers who took part in the
strike were fired in some
plants, and in one textile
plant the Arab women wor-
kers called a strike against
the firing of two .of them
accused in organising for the
strike.

The same week opened
real cracks in the Jewish soc-

icty in Palestine, which
might topple the presentultra-right leadership. On the
Sunday after the massacre,
some thousand demonstrat-
ors gathered in front of

A
HARINGEYSocialist Organ- [Jf
iser: fortnightly meetingsat
Brabant Rd trade union
centre. For details phone
802 0771 or 348 5941.

POLISH Solidarity Camp-aign/Solidaritywith Solidar-
ity: protest picket of British [Jj
Soviet Friendship Society

’ dinner, Ealing Town Hail,Saturday October 23, 6.30 Of
pm.Please show your.supp-
ort for the Polish workers.
SWAPO Women’s Solidarity
Campaign: meeting with
Frieda Williams (SWAPO
Women’s Council), Amrit
Wilson, Candy Udwin, and
Valerie Wise. Wednesday
October 27, 7pm, Islington
Town Hall, Upper St, N1.NewGocialist
 

TONY BENN debates GIORGIO NAPOLITANO
(Parliamentary leader of theItalian CP)

Contributionsfrom thefloor
“oan ‘Which road to socialism in West Europe?’ \

Friday October29, 7.30pm, Friends House, Euston
Road, London NWI (Euston tube). Creche ‘available,
Tickets £1 (75p unwaged) at the door,or in advance from:
Tickets, New Socialist, 150 WalworthRd, London SE17.
Co-sponsored hy New Socialist and Marxism Today.

  

dreds of

I

Begin’s home.
There were people from

the ‘Committee Against the
War’, as well as ‘Peace Now’
and “some MP’s from the
‘Israeli Labour Party. The -

police-called on. the protest-
ors to withdraw, and the
‘Labour’ MP’s were taking
their people away as the
police attacked the demon-
strators who were not ready
to go, first arresting some
and, after the arrests were

“fiercely resisted, firing tear
gas.”

A demonstration by a
few hundreds that same
evening in Tel-Aviv, org-
anised by the ‘Committee
Against the War’; was dis-
persed by the police, who
also beat passers-by and det-
ained some 50_people.
Throughout that week small
demonstrations in the Jewish
population continued, incl-
uding some Kibbutz people,
some ‘soldiers’ groups, and
even somereligious groups..

The ‘Peace Now’ demons-
tration on Saturday night, in
the centre of Tel-Aviv, was
the biggest ever in’ the
history of Israel, with hun-

thousands of
people.

The Begin government
was forced to nominate a
juridical committee of
inquiryinto the Sabra-Shat—
ila massacre. But the facts
about the massacre are al-
ready very well known,inc-
luding the direct Israeli inv-oivement in sending the
Lebanese fascists into the
camp and actively helping
them for three dayswhen
they knew of the mass slau-
ghter taking place.

The inquiry is a ploy to
distact attention and post-
pone any -eall for the res-~
ignation of those respons-
ible in the government.

But if Sharon or even
Begin falls, it will be because
of the deadlock in Lebanon
and their loss ofUS favour,
rather thanthe: protests here.
The Likud government party
still has the support of the
majority of Jews, and this
majority is not impressed bythe'Labour’ protest, identi-
fied with the pro-American:
well-to-do layers.. As long as
the US pays for the war, and
the war business is booming,
any working class political °

action, is made hardly poss-
ible by divisions between the
super-oppressed Arab work-
ers and the relatively priv-9 ileged upperlayers.Ali this is not enough to
make even Likud  supp-

érters want to die in Leban-
on. Sharon hiinself admitted
that. the soldiers by and
large want to come home.

_He -disclosed that propag-
anda against the war had
prevented the mobilisation
of a whole brigade. More
than. a thousand soldiers
have signed a request, pro-
moted mostly by the left,
not to be sent to Lebanon.

It is typical of the
tribal pressure of the Jewish
community that even most
of the soldiers who refused
to go to Lebanon. and were
sent to prison, didn’t want
their namesto be published.

The ‘Israeli Labour’ opp-position is no alternativeto
Begin. Up to the day of the
massacre in Sabra and Shat-

’ ila, ‘Labour’ leader Perez was
going around boasting of
being the creator of Israel’s
Falangist organisation.

General Sharon, anxious
to silence criticism. of his
part in past war crimes, dis-
closed that Israeli. officers
under Labour visited Falang-
ist command. posts during
their onslaught on Tel-l-
Za‘aia in 1976 which led

_

to the massacre of many
thousands of Palestinian civ-
ilians, after the fighters sur-
rendered.‘Labour’ couldn’t deny
they supplied the Falang-
ists during and after that
massacre, so the responded
‘by accusing Sharon of expo-
sing security secrets.

‘In all their demonstrat-
ions there has not been a
single word-aboutjustice for
the victims of the massacre-

the Palestinian refugees.
They Stress that theirprotest
will“help Israel’ public rel-
ations A the .world and
prevent the collapse of imp-
érialist support. They say
their readiness to cooperate
with the Reaga plan and
King Hussein is the best way
to prevent theestablishment
of an independent Palestin-

‘ jan state.
The main aim of the war,

to stabilise a new fascist
order in Lebanon,is not yet
secure, and the price’of the
war, in Arab and world
public opinion and in a
mountingcrisis in the rule of
Zignism in Palestine, maylead to the American, and
the Israeli command losing
their nerve. They could
unleash more fierce attacks,
or they could call some
withdrawal.

This new phase of open
crisis means great dangers,
great responsibilitiesand also
some chancesfor us

Labour Committee on
Palestinefounding»
conference
Conference open to Labour Committee on Palestine’
members, delegates from affiliatedorganisations, and
non-votingobservers. Details from thesecretary,
28 Carlton Mansions, Holmleigh Rd, London N16.

Saturday November20, lpm
to 5pm at Brixton Town Hall,
Acre Lane, London SW2.-
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THE Annual General
Meeting is upon us. Time
to pause and contemplate
the past, present and
future of. Women’s Fight-
back.

At times, through the
general blur of exhaustion
from newspaperandleaflet
production, meetings and
conferences, model’ mo-
tions and deadlines, we ask
ourselves ‘Is there anyone
out there? Is anyone
reading any of the articles
andcirculars?’

Well, on June 5, there
were 5,000 bodies on the
streets, demonstratingfor a
Woman’s Right to Paid
Work. From.its first
glimmering appearance in
a Fightback editorial two
years ago, through ali the
battles to get the call for
the demo taken up, to the
flesh-and-blood reality on
the streets, clearly some-
body somewhereis listen-
ing and going off to. or-
ganise. ‘

Loe

Consolidation
.

And from the consolida-
tion of the Action Commi-
ttee into the Women’s
Campaign for Jobs, with
ambitious plans for. cam-
paigns round benefits and
getting jobless women to
register, for Standing Up.
and Being Counted, and
for a Nationwide March/
Tour for Jobs, to the mass
of affiliations following the
September Women’s Cam-
paign for Jobs Conference,
therehas been no shortage
of actionand enthusiasm.

On other fronts, some
tentative beginnings have
blossomed in a way none of
us predicted.

At the first Fightback

 

JOHN
HARRIS

cee
LAST Thursday in Conway
Hall a meeting of 50 or
60 trade union representa-
tives of school meals staff
in the London area pledged
to fight any moves to break
theexistingnational agree-
mentwhich gives the wom-
en a retainer fee during
schoolholidays. e

The fight on this issue is
uneven — with the ILEA
apparently unlikely to
break the agreement, while
some outer London bor-
oughs see the school
meals women as an easy
target for further cuts in
spending.

‘ Local meetingsarebeing
held in many townsto dis-
cuss the issue — but no
national strategy for supp-
orting action has been put
forward by the unions
involved.

If you hear of a meeting
on the issue in your area,
please contact Socialist
Organiser (telephone:
01-3541050).
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Women workers have been in theforefront of thefight against cuts

Conference, almost as an
afterthought, we called a
workshop for women in the
Labour Party to draw up
suggestions for what
needed changing in order
for women’s interests to be
truly represented.
packedto overflowing.

We had stumbied on a
whole area of politics which
nobody had yet taken up.
Now,the women’s sections

| me
fight
SCHOOL meals” have
probably been the butt of
schoolboy jokes since their
introduction in 1906. Never-
theless we have to recognise -

the part played by the meals
service along with the provis-
ion of free milk in reversing
the horrors of rickets and
other vitamin

§
deficiency

diseases amongst the work-
ing class.

-.
.The value of the school

meals service to us all is
ably outlined by the Lan-
cashire School Meals Cam-
paign (LSMC) pamphlet,
“Now you see them, now
you don’t”. The pamphlet
provides us with a precise
history of the meals service
combined. with
Political insights-into why
the service is now being run
down.

Analogies are drawn with
the need to force women
back to the home, and the
desire of the food process~-
ing and vaking giants to
increase

|
yrofits through
eta e £4 ew

It was”

_

sharp ©

are revealing themselves
as one of the most comba-
tive sections of the Party,
and Fightback -supporters
are ‘sweeping the board
at theWomen’s Conference
in the elections for Con-
ference Arrangements
Committee (the only.
elections that take place
at the Conference since the
appropriately-named
‘block’ ~ votes at Labour

Is -

ack?
sandwich and fast food
provision.

According to the LSMC,
structural changes in ourdiet
are not brought about by
evolutionary development or
indeed changing tastes, but
rather the market demands
of Unilever, Birds Eye, Rank

“Hovis McDougailetal.
/“Don't tell me you

thought it was pure coinci-
dence that all those lunch
boxes, little flasks, booklets
on sandwich making, etc.,
came on the market at -the
same time as school meals
werebeing.cut.”

Also outlined is the
failure of the major political
parties both locally

|
and

nationally to recognise the
value or fund properly the
meals service. Labour’s price
rises opening the door to the
Tories later massive price
tises accompanied. by mini-
mum provision or complete
dismantlingofthe service.

1 am pleased to say the
pamphlet does tackle heaa

~ £0aLhoscaasghoolboy jokes.
wee neces 1 tee

~

Party ~Annual Conference
block proposals for the
Women’s Conference to
elect its own representa-
tives to theNEC).

Would the revival of the
women’s sections have
happened without us?
Quite likely, but Women’s
Fightback was in at the
beginning, and helped to
give shape to the whole

* Thanks to the Lancashire
School Meals Campaign’s
excellent booklet ‘Now You
See Them, Now You Don’t’
— available, with further
information on the LSMC,
for £1 from Margaret
Jones, 17 Marlowe Ave.,
Baxenden, Accrington,
Lancashire.

and complaints about waste,
admitting that the meals and
service could be improved,
but pointing out that the
staff can only work with the
equipment. and

_
provisions

they are given.
LSMC admits waste does

exist,but more so in the new
fast food processed cafeteria
lunches, where by-products
in manufacturing and
packaging are more wasteful
then any dustbin full of
cabbage. -

This is a pamphlet that
all activists should read, and
Labour Groups, should
ensure that each of their
Councillors is armed with
the facts provided here. Sad
to zy, unless we get moving
we mnay find ourselves having
to teag: “Now you sec them
now you don’t” pamphiets
on housing, transport, health
and-most other services.

J.S. McALLISTER
Hampshire County

Councillor (iducation
Committee)

process. :

It hasn’t all been -plain
sailing, even in the Labour
Party, where we’ve made
most progress. There has
been chronic_irritability
between Women’s Fight-
back and the CLPD. Wo-
men’s Action. Committee.
This has consumed energy
and duplicated effort which
should have been directed
towards what are shared
goals.

One of the tasks for
the Fightback AGM is to
come up with proposals ~

which maximise joint work
‘in the Labour Party, so
that wasteful competition
is eliminated.

And themood for change
sweeping through the
Women’s Organisation has
now come up against the
brick wall of the block
vote. It will remain dead-
locked until the fight within
the unions for democracy
and women’s representa-
tion is radically streng-
thened.

/And here we cometo one
of the central problems/
priorities for Women’s
Fightback. Despite a
large, gound-breaking
conference of rank ‘and
file women trade unionists
earlier this year, the work
here is nowhere as ad-
vanced as in the Labour
Party.

There is a huge”pool of
amorphous support among
womentrade unionists but
so far it has not been
organised. Partly because
of the moredifficult terrain

 

.
through ‘joint

and the very|different
problems encountered in
different unions, the
women’s movement in the
unions has not so far got
clearlyworkedout aims and
strategy ~for achieving
them.

Vast
In same unions the

problems are so vast and
the bureaucracy so convo-
luted, it will take -years.
But whatever the lack of
immediate payoff, all our
other gains will be ephem-
eral if we do not build a
movement of women in the
unions, ready and able to
challenge for power and
control, and linkingTM up
with direct action struggles
of womenworkers.

One major beacon in
this endeavour is the vote
by NUPE conference to
affiliate to Women’s
Fightback. .Supporters in
every NUPE branch must
be pushing for this to be
‘implemented, and not just
half-heartedly. 4

It can be; used as a
jumping-off point for
really organising the mass
of women in the union

meetings
and campaigns, discussion
of Women’s Fightback and
feedbackfrom the branches
into thepaper.

The paper is another
area which needs streng-
thening. Criticisms apart,
it is almost universally
acclaimed as readable and
easy to sell. It has gener- 
 

ated an enormous amoun
of goodwill for the cam
paign.

Yet it.is produced by :
handful of harassec
women, at increasingl.
erratic intervals, with a1
ever-looming threat o
bankruptcy.

Articles promised don’
materialise. Deadline
wander closer and. close
towards the end of nex
month. Papers are taken
sold, and not paid for
More than any other are:
of the campaign, on th
paper we suffer from th
feeling that all our_energ_is disappearing ixito som
“blackholeout there’.

Solution
The solution must be t

strengthen .
the loca

groups; elect a committe.
Steering Committee ans
Editorial Board; an
strengthen the link
betweenthetwo.

.

This should produce ;
regular - paper whicl

* actually reflects the view:
andinterests of its suppor
ters and in turn enthuse
them to go out and buik
the campaign,  thereb:
strengtheningthepaper.

If the AGM can generat
the commitment to putthi:
into practice, then it will b
well worthwhile.

with£2.50Registrationfee (£1.50 un.fored) ands.a.6re jale
oO: edentials,
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more support
from British
Tygles

It would appear from the
statements of the Solidar-
nosc leadership in-calling the
November

,
10 strike_that

they think the banning of
Solidarnosc by the military
regime was an act of weak-
ness rather than strength,
Do you think that is right?

It was an act of strength
in the sense that they now

feel that whatever reactions
they get from the Polish
workers, they can still carry
on pursuing a policy of
repression and a policy of
Party rule, which is what
they are aiming for and that
this is something they can
deliver back to the Soviet
leadership.

Nevertheless, the fact
that they have had to make
the decision at this stage and
not earlier shows that they
are not as muth in control of
the situation as hey would
like to be..

I think they were prob-
ably hurried into making
their decision . because of
the worry that if the contin-
ual stalemate continues, over
possible -future talks with
Solidarity, which still
seemed an option before,
that possibly they may begin
to start losing. the argument,
that they may begin to lose
the moral argument even in
their own eyes and in the
eyes, perhaps, of some of
their friends in theWest.
According to press reports

‘

the new official so-called
_

unions fave had very little
success. in setting members.
Do you think that is likely
to continue and if so what
is the reaction of the regime
likely to be? .

I think it is likely to
continue. Of course, the
regime doesn’t really expect
these new unions to get
underway. until next year.
But there’s no chance that
Solidarnosc members will go
into them en masse.

Nevertheless, the way the
regime. has spaced out its
timetable for these unions,
which is a period of two to
three years, makes it possible

_

for themto claim that the
situation -- is developing

- slowly and they may feel
that they can carry on over
the next two or three years
without any, trade unions
but stillpretending that they
are slowly getting off the
ground, It will be a holding
tactic, I believe.
What picture do you have of~
the continuing strength of
SoliGarnosc?

Well it’s as strong as you
could possioly imagine in a

country where there is so
- much .tewor. and.so. much, . is keeling. pyer .to .an,

one te meee
Rete we ee ea eee te Be Se Ae te Me
Le RN

Wiktor
Moczynski,
chairperson
of the
Polish

- Solidarity
Campaign,
spoketo ~

Socialist
Organiser

economic deprivation. There
is no doubt that Solidarnosc
is relatively well organised in
at least four major centres,
to the extent that they
obviously have a number of
factory cells at a given
factory,and have a regional
structure from that develop-
‘ing: to a nationalstructure.

They. are still able to
produce leaflets, there are
still something like 6,000
publications of one kind or
another in underground
Poland, and they obviously
still have a considerable
amount of support from the
workers - largely due to the
fact that their leaders remain
largely undiscovered.
_

Occasionally we hear ‘a
headline about somebody
being arrested, but that is
now

a
rarity. And of course

the workers do come out on
the days that the Solidar-
nosc leadership ask them to.

Do you think that is a sign
of organisation or is it spon-
taneous once they know the
date? -

“Well, it is a bit of both
|

because you do also have
demonstrations and_ strikes
on days which the Solidar-
nosc leadership does not
ask for.. But when Solidar-
nosc does esk for action,
it doesgetit.

-Do you have any reports
on recent events apart from
what has been in, the press?
Do you think the press
reports give a fair picture of
what is going.on?

On the whole. yes,
though: it depends which
press you are talking about.
We’ve been fairly unhappy at
the reporting we've been
getting in ihe Cuardian,
which seems to give the
impression that Solidarnosc

   
eee ee”

~ worse for

end...

and that the government is’
in what it is -reasonable

trying to put forward.
But in. general the press
does tend to give the
impression that the army
crushes all attempts _at
organising demonstrations
and that it therefore has got
the strength to do this.

. What seems to be
happening is that there are a
lot of unreported demonstra-
tions, which the.army and
the militia are in no position
to repress. This happened
particularly on August 31,
where ‘demonstrations took
place in something like 700
different towns, and the
militia) were only able to
cover 20-30 mairi ones.

©

Others took place and
there were no  counter-
measures, and the demon-
strations took place peace-
ably. .

They are likely to take
place again. Those people
have not been terrorised,
although the system of
terror obviously still exists,
but they have not been
physicallyattacked.

It does suggest tiat the
strength of the government-
is not as complete as the
newspapers in the West put
over.

.

Thereis still going to be a
possible critical moment
when there aren’t enough
militia or special units to
‘confront the demonstrators
and they will have to rely on
ordinary conscript units and
these may fail the govern-
ment at a crucial moment.

What about the economic
situation?

It is getting considerably
a number of

reasons. This is partly due to
Western sanctions. partly
due to the fact that the
workers are working aslittle ©

as possible — there is a form
of unofficial go-slow going
on in most factories. At
the same time there is an
enormous shortage of the
appropriate raw materials,
particularly -in agriculture,
which will lead to new food
shortages in the winter.

The enormousincrease in
food prices in February
means that.although certain
foods are now available on
the market, they are way
beyond the reach of
workers’ familybudgets.

There are also a lot of
people out of work and so
this is going to be a very -

difficult period for workers
in Poland. "

‘Even the Ministry of
_Intecnal.Trade has predicted

that there will be a 20%
downturn in gross national
product this year compared
withlast.

And last year there was
a 40% downturn on the
year previousto that.
So what has been the effect
on the living standards of the
average Polish worker since
martial law?

and March, there was more
food available. A lot of
people had sufficient savings
from before February to be

-able to cope with thefood
price rises.

There is a shortage of:
disinfectant and medicine,

_

not just in hospitalsbut for
sale in chemists. There are
also shortages of clothing,
particularly children’s shoes.
The enormous cutback in
public transport last year
continues — something like
60% of rural bus routes were
cancelled in the course of
the last two years, making it

- very difficult for people to
move about.

These hardships will get
worse. The only bright side
is that because coal stocks
are. up, because they can’t
sell all their coal abroad,
there may as a result be
more coal available in
Poland.

And with the run-down
in industry this means that
there may be more coal
available for domestic ener-

gy this winter than there
waslast winter,
Do you think that

_
this

continuing pressure on living
standards is one of the fac
tors behind the continuing
mobilisations?

Well, the pressure on

diving standards has existed
before and it was one ofthe
causes of Solidarnosc. Now
that it is worse, it will make
it that much more difficult

   
 
 
 

Initially,during Fevruary

 
  

for thegovernment to try
and put over any programme
of political stabilisation

- which doesn’t also bring in
kind of economic

improvement. .

some

But on the other hand it
will. lead to a_ situation,
possibly similar to the Soviet
Union, where the bread and
butter issues of daily survival
become so important that .

it might undermine people’s
attempts to get some kind of
political reform.

In those circumstances
one could envisage the Polish
governmentactuallybeing in
favour of such a deteriora-
tion of the economic situa- °

tion because it may even-
tually cut away the people’s
enthusiasmfor Solidarnosc.
Do you have any picture of
the effects of Solidarnosc
in other East European
countries?

It seems to have galvan-
ised some sort of interest
from the intelligentsia and
workers in Hungary and
Czechoslovakia.

_
It had been a_ very

popular and very dramatic.
phenomenonin. the Ukraine
the previous year when
Solidarnosc wasstill a legal.
organisation and Polish tele-
vision news could be picked
up in Western Ukraine. .

Solidarniosc badges were
sold for horrendous prices
in thatarea.

But its effect now would
be difficult to judge. There
have béen workers’ strikes

- in the Ukraine and in Rom:
ania, which seem similar in
pattern to Solidarnosc,. but
whether that was because
they were following Solid--

   

_

stronger
~ word.

arnosc, or whether that was
simply the natural way for
such developments to occur
in those particular countries,
Ican’t say.

The other area where
there has been enormous:

_support for Solidarnosc has
been the Baltic states within
the Soviet. Union. There
does seem, to have been
an attempt there —_partic-
ularly in. Estonia — to re- ‘

create some of the things
that Solidarnosc was doing
through industrial action.
What do you thinkare the
most important things to be
done in the British labour
movement now?

Firstly we would like
more evidence of British
Jabour movement support
for Solidarnosc. There have

been relatively good resolu-
- tions. at ‘the TUC, there’s

been a resolution: at the
Labour Party, supporting the
NEC. statement, but what I
think is going to be neces-

sary, particularly in view of
reports in the. past in the
Polish, national press that the
TUC doesn’t support
Solidarnosc, is that that sup-

_port has got to be more |

obvious, firstly in terms of.
some form of demonstration
on December 12. The Polish
Solidarity Campaign is call-
ing a demonstration at which
we would like to see a,multi-
plicity of union banners,
which can be photographed.
— ‘the visual word is éven

than the spoken
And we want banners.

from Labour Parties, peace
‘ organisations. and other

——" 
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movements it
Britain present there.

This willbring homever}

progressive

strongly to the - Polisl
government — which is stil
sensitive to a certain exten
to this kind of pressure. -

the fact that Solidarnos
‘ does still have the suppor

of the workers in this cour
try.

Solidarnose still need
material aid, it. still need
help to be channelle
through the.—Solidarit
Trade Union Working Grou
as far as this country —
concerned.

The campaign for adop
ing prisoners should be cot
tinued.

Trade union delegatior
to the Polish. Embassy, ¥
find, embarrass the Polis
government. We can pr
pare lists for any given unic
of all those arrested from
certain sector of industry.

So when the NUM. wet
to the Polish Embassy ¥
supplied them with a list «
Polish miners who had bee
interned .or sentenced f
trade union activities sins
the introduction of marti
law. et

Shop stewards at Mass
Ferguson voted not to tou
any goods from Polar
which had been produc

"underthebarrel of a gun.
And we want the Labo

.
Party and trade unions
break links with the state u
jons. and parties in Easte
Europe. :

We werepleased that t
Labour Party NEC voted n
to invite Warsaw Pact Co!
munist Parties to this yea
Labour Party conferenc
The TUC has broken lin
withthe East Germansta
unions, but so far it has n
extended this to the oth

,

countries.

 



  
 

THE dominant strategic
idea of Solidarnoscbetween
‘August 1980 and December
1981 was the ‘self-limiting
revolution’. Instead ‘ of
directly challenging the
bureaucratic regime for
power, Solidarnose would
hollow it out by” ever-
expanding trade union
activity.

:

.

The ruling party would
continue to rule — but its
rule would eventually be-
come moreorless nominal,
like the monarchy in Brit-
ain or the Netherlands.
Thus Solidarnose would be
able to gain the substance
of its demandswhileavoid- —

ing confrontation.
The fear of a Kremlin

invasion acted as an over-
arching limit on Solidar-
nosc’s perSpectives: but as
the movementscored vict-
ory after victory in 1980-1,
Solidarnosc leadérs hoped
that they had found a way-
to operate successfully
withinthatlimit.

The Jaruzelski coup of
December 1981 changed
all that. And since then
Solidarnosc leaders under-.
ground,in internment, and
in exile have been debat-
ing newtactics.

Some concluded_that
Solidarnosc had gone too
fast. ‘‘Within Solidarnosc,
the radicalworkers’ current
triumphed: theyoung milit-
ants of the big factories set
the tone. The experts were.
pushed aside because of
their conciliatory approach
...

We, theintelligentsia —

timorous by nature —did
' mot have the courage to

brake theradicalisation...”’
For the future: proeeedslowly and_cautiously.

“There are too few killers
for hire in this country to
reduce 35 million people to
slavery... If we are able to
react and, instead of again
setting thebase of the state
power against us, if we
 

Latest issue of
Polish Solidarity
Campaign News
— articles on ~

resistance in
Polandandsolid-
arity in Britain, august31 Nationaldayofprotest

begin to draw it towards
us, victory is certain with-
out shedding blood’’... (An
anonymous group of milit-
ants, late December).

More commonly- Solid-—
arnosc militants saw their
error as too much - naive
hope. ..

“We cherished the hope’

that perhaps in Poland this
historic experiment would
succeed, that the. systém
would be transformed in
such a way that, while pre-.serving the leading role of
the Communist Party and
not affecting the alliances
of the Republic of Poland
with the USSR and the oth)
er countries of the Warsa’?
Pact, it would be poss’sle
to increase social cc «trol
over economic life, to eff-
ectively socialise themeans
of production, to permit the
free developmentof cultur-
al life and to create an auth-
entic territorial self-govern-
ment... :

This experiment did not
succeed and — as we can
see only now — it was
boundnot to succeed... the
existence of free - trade
unions in the Soviet-type
totalitarian system is by
definition contrary to its
nature and as such imposs-
ible’’. (Anotheranonymous
group, early January). -

Again: -‘‘The 13th Dec-
emberclearly. showed that

and abroad. Sy t co 7
Zfeb y.,. af, wae if

Availablefrom SO, c/o 28 Middle Lane,London N8 8PL. 30p plus 20p p&p..
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‘ Poland’sworkershaverisen in revolt against thebanningof Solidarnosc
But what strategy to regain theirrights? Decentralised erosionof theregime’s power,or a coordinateduprising? Fora new compromise with

in thePolish workers’ movement.

A
Solidarnosc was completely
unprepared for battle with
violence.This was, in truth,
in complete accord with the
underlying principles and
statutes of Solidarnosc, but
it also demonstrated the
naivete of its beliefthatthe
ruling apparatus would be
averse to the use of force
...

its beliefthata universal
social will was enough for
democracy to win without
the use of force’’. (Krzyszt-
of Piotrowski, Warsaw,
March15).

And: ‘‘At the end of the
road inevitably is the gen-
eral strike. It will be differ-
ent from December 1981,
wewillhave to be prepared
to defend the striking work-
places. That is our ultimate
argument... For the gov-
ernment -only gives way
before force, and always
gives way before force’
(Bogdan Lis, April22).
- “For many years in myactivity in the opposition I

argued against all kinds of
violence. It is my duty now
to say that I consider pre-

nee’

paration to eliminate the
occupation [i.e. the martial
law] through massactionis
thelesser evil’’,wrote Jac-
ek Kuron from his intern-
ment campin February.

In 1980-1 Kuron was one
of the most cautious strat-
egists of Solidarnosc. His
influence was among the
factors which helped dis-
arm the movementpoliti-
cally, leaving it unprepar-
ed for the confrontation
thathad to come.

His recent articles —

which have provoked a lot
of debate — now represent
a more radical tactic than
the underground Solidar-
nosc leadership. But in a-
curious contradictory waytheyalso continuethestrat-
egy of self-limiting revo-'
lution.

.Hepoints out a key prob-
lem

=
with Solidarnosc’s

programme of becoming a
‘co-manager’of society.

“One cannot become a
co-managerif the manager
does not desire partners.
The authoritiestreated the

Delegatesat the Solidarnose congress lastyear votedfor a ‘self-governingRepublic’and workers’control
programme as an attempt-
ed coup d’etat’’ (letter pub-:
lished July 14).

Force
Yethe proposesin fact to

try to force the bureaucracy
to accept Solidarnosc as
‘co-manager’: He outlines

.two variants: either ‘‘the
rulers, or some of them,
agreeto arrive at a genuine
accord with society’’, or,
“the rulers will provoke
society into an explosion
and «society will overpower
the leaders’’.

But he does not believe
in the first possibility;
moreover, he believes that
an explosion or explos-
ionsareinevitable.

“No appeal can stop the
youth who wantto fight...
A massive and well-organ-
ised resistance is the onlyhope of the Poles... Only
such a movement can limit
the wave of terrorism and
reduce the risk of a Soviet
intervention in thecase that

_
organise for

the absence of a comprom-
ise initiative provokes the
inevitablesocial explosion’’
(February letter). -

So he proposesthatSoli-
darnosc should consciously

a general
strike and armed uprising.:

“A programme cannot
be based on the hope that
the generals and the secre-
tarieswillwillinglyaccept a
compromise. It must be ad-
mitted that violence will
only retreat before viol-
ence, and announcedclear-
ly that the movement will
not refuse to use force.

In my view, this declara-
tion should be madeprecise
by dating it, for example,
for ‘the summer’ or ‘the
autumn’...

1 imagine that~- the
movement would immed-
iately undertake, by all
possible means, agitation |

amongthesoldiers and the
militia-men.

..

The uprising we pro-
claim can, to besure, take
the form of an indefinite
general strike. But... it will

+ thebureaucracy,or workers’ power? Martin Thomasreviewsthedebate

 
be necessary to combine
the strike with an attack
on chosen centres of power
and information, in agree-
ment with those soldiers
and militia-men who say
theyare ready to come over
to us...”” (Letter published
in May). :

But the purpose of this
revolutionaryuprising is —
to impose a compromise! In*

—the eventof victory, Kuron
writes, ‘‘there is just a
chance of avoiding Soviet
intervention:if all institut-
ions endowedwithsociety's
trust can rapidly take on
responsibility for the
situation.

They must immediately
appoint a national govern-“ment composed of people
with influence in society
and who,at the same time,
will not be considered by

.

Moscowas ‘brawlers’. This
government must instantly
compose adeclaration on

.

- the observance of Poland’s
alliance responsibilities
with the USSR...” (Julyletter).

 

 
    



—— 
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“Thus, the leadership ofhe resistance must preparewciety both for major con-
essions to seek a com-
‘romise with the rulers and
pr the liquidation of the
cupation by an organisedleneral uprising’ (Feb-bary letter).-
| One member of the

derground Solidarnosc
adership, Zhigniew
maszewski, seems to

pve views close to Kuron.
-Asked by an under-

undSolidarnoscbulletin
June), ‘‘What must one
to force the authorities

to an understanding?’’,
replied:
‘‘Begin preparations for

neral strike. We don’t
ve much time left for

The strike should
gin in the autumn of

year, before the Brezh-
v-Reagan talks. Their

t will hold back the

   
 
 
   
  
  
 
   
 
  
   
 
 
  

generalbe
- throughout Poland

the active defence of
es of work... Apart

this there -would be
monstrations and march-

which. would divert
e of the forces of. 
  
 
  
 
 
    
  
 
   
   
  
  
  
 

~ authority.

ing for butter at a Warsaw shop

If thesituation is veryserious, the
will, in my opinion, beunable to count not only on
the army, but also the
militia. When one battal-
jon refuses to  shoot..
that’s what happened in
February 1917, when a
smallunit of Cossacks went
onto the side of the dem-
onstrations,. and a monthrater,there was no more

.re‘the policy developedby the Solidarnosc Coord-
inating Commission set upin Aprilhas beendifferent.

ZbigniewBujak and Wik-
tor. Kulerski, members of
the Coordinating Comm-
ission and like Romaszew-
ski membersof the Warsaw
leadership, have replied to
Kuron in the underground
press (Marchthisyear).

An explosion, -saysBujak, would only lead to‘a “most brutal use of
internal force’’ or ‘‘extern-
al intervention”. So: ‘I
am in favour of a decidedly

decentralised movement,adopting the most varied
methods of action. Only
such a diffuse and multi-
form movement will be
elusive and difficult to
‘suppress’. And it could
“allow the creation of a
whole social structure inde-
pendentof theauthorities’’

Kulerski points to: ‘‘a
slow decomposition of the .

system, accompanied byprogressive changes which
ecould lead to a reconquestby society of an influence
over its destiny... a situat-
ion where the - authorities
control empty shops but
not the market; workers’employment, but not their
livelihood; state-owned
mass media, but not the
circulation of information;
printworksbut not publish-
ing; posts and telephones

authorities:
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Brezhnev congratulatesJaruzelski
but not communications;the schools but not
education’’.

A declaration by the
Coordinating Commission
dated July 28 sumsup this
strategy:

“‘Our aim is to create a
self-governing society. — aSelf-Governing Republic —
on the lines adopted by the
First National Congress of
NSZZ. Solidarnose. In the
present situation this aim
can be achievedonly in the
form of an underground
society.

Wesuggestthefollowingbasic forms of action: a]
organising help for victims
of. reprisals, for people
dismissed from work, for
the poor, sick, and all in 

  

need of material or moral
assistance; b] organisingthe flow of- uncensored
information... c] organisingeducation and self-educat-
ion... d] organising actions
to publicise the existence of
the resistance move-
ment... e} economic activ-
ity in-the form of cooperat-
ives and workshops...’

This ‘underground soc-
iety’, which ‘‘should be de-

‘centralised’, will limit the
regimeand push it towards
compromise.It ‘‘willon the
one handbea form ofeffec-
tive actionto sécure our
immediate aims — the re-
lease of political prisoners-
andinternees, an end to the
state of war, reactivationof
an independenttrade union
movement — and on the

  
 
 

Bujak and Kulerski,

The voiceofcautionand collaboration: %

an adviser from theChurch at Lech Walesa’s elbow

other to. secure the long-
term aim, which is a Self-
GoverningRepublic’’.

They also state (July 9)
that still: ‘‘We don’t want

. to be either a government
or a. political party. We

' want fo be an independent\and self-governed trade
union movement’.

The Solidarnosc leaders
compare themselves to the
resistance to Nazi occupa-
tion during World War 2,
and describe the martial
law regime - as ‘‘the
occupier”’.

But in many ways the
perspective of Bujak and
Kulerski is only’a slight-re-
arrangement of the gameelements as Kuron’s.

After arguing against
Kuron’s proposal of plans
for an uprising, Bujak con-
cludes: ‘‘And an uprising,
if it became inevitable,
would be thelast resort in
thestruggle for thenational’
programmeof reconstruct-
ion of theeconomy,culture,
science, education and
independence’’.

Kulerski, after contrast-
ing his proposal for an ‘‘un-
dergroundsociety’’ to Kur-
on’s ‘‘undergroundstate’’,
nevertheless concedes that
some clandestine centre is
necessary. ‘‘This embryon-
ic underground state can
only be ari additional pot-
ential threat to the author-
ities. Its influence could~
Spread within the under-
ground ‘society when that
was necessary. ,

“Thus it is only in the
final stage of the struggle
thatthe undergroundstate
will find its extension and
support iin the underground
society’’.Kuron too, from all the
evidence, would consider
the uprising a ‘last resort’:
he argues only.that it is
unavoidable and must be
consciouslyplannedfor.

Nationalist
Both Kuron, and Bujak °

and Kulerski, seem to be”
both ‘too nationalist’ and
‘not nationalist enough’ —

limited simultaneously

-
by

nationalist ideology and byinsuffictlent boldness on
Poland’s rights as an
oppressed nation. Theyhold back from challenging
Poland’s subordination to
the Kremlin, yet hope for a
national understanding‘between, Poles’ to soften
thatsubordination. -

A radical critique of both
and

Kuron, has come from
Zbigniew Kowalewski, a
Lodz. Solidarnosc leader :

nowinexile.
Compromises with thebureaucrats may well be

necessary, he writes (May1982). ‘‘Theproblemis thet
Kuron speaks of a strategic(or historic) compromise _

an illusionwhen the regime
can only havea totalitarian
character. If it reaches ‘a
compromise, this will onlybe to gain time andaccum-
ulate sufficient strength to
crush theworkingclass’‘andthewhole of society.

In the long term, more-
over, the working class canonly preserve evenits limit-

ed gains if it uses com-
promise to gain time and
accumulate the strength to
solve the question of powerin its own favour’’.

Whattherank andfileof
Solidarnosc think is moredifficult to know. R.Klen-
iewski, a Warsaw activist,did a survey of opinion in
his factory. A typical re-
sponse: ‘‘No, I don’t want
to discuss with them (the
authorities)now. Let them
lift the suspension of Solid-
arnosc and then we can
discuss, not necessarilywithstrike action”’

Otherrankandfilecontr-
ibutions to the under-
ground bulletins stress that -

force is the only language .

~ the regime will under-
stand, and complain about
the lack of boldness from
the leaders. The spontan-
eous outbreak of strikes
on the banning of Solidar-
nosc would seem to indic-
ate thatthese contributions
reflect the rank and filemood well.

Utopia |

For the project of an
* underground societywithin
the Polish state is surely
anutopia.’The bureaucracy
does. not have the solidityandhistoric. futction of ‘a

-

ruling class; it:is nonethe-
less something more than
just an ‘occupying force’.
Having imposed themartial
law, it involves hundreds~
of ‘thousands of people
bonded byties of material
interest.

All the pressures. of
everyday life which drive
people to accept ‘accomp-
lished facts’ now work in
its favour. It has strong
material support from therelatively stable Kremlinbureaucracy.

If Solidarnosc could not
slip the threads of power
from the bureaucracy’s
hands in 1980-1 — if the
strategy of ‘hollowing out’
Stalinism. did not work

_

- Soviet military
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then — how will it work
now, when. Solidarnosc is
underground?

Kuronis surely right that-

a full-scale revolutionary
uprising is the only road
to victory for theresistance.

Such a conclusion does
not exclude necessary
retreats, delays, compro-mises. But to restrict
the uprising, once under-
way, to a pre-established
goal of a compromise with
the bureaucracy — which
anyway does not want. to
compromise —— is to weaken“it.

Such revolutionary
mobilisations — as Poland
itself in 1980-1 showed —

alwaystend on thecontrary
to develop from more
limited to more radical
demands. :

To win even re-legalisa-_
tion of Solidarnosc, Kuron
and others conclude, the
Polish workers must seize
the factories and organise
to defend them.

Republic
Having donethat,should

theygive the factoriesback
to the bureaucrats? Or
should they on the contrarymaintain workers’ contfoland generalise it to wor-
kers’ democratic planning
of thewhole economy? .

That would mean a
republic of workers’ coun-
cils — which is surely the
only possible real form of

‘ Solidarnosc’s: ‘self-govern-
ing republic’.

Such a republic would
face. a threat of Kremlin
invasion — but no more so
than a workers’ uprisingwhich limited itself to the -

aim of compromise. As
Kowalewski points out: ‘if

~ we allow ourselves to be
intimidated by thethreatof

interven-
tion, there will. be nothingleft ‘for us. but to give upthe struggle...

‘(We should) give an
example of struggle. to
the workers of other East
European satellites and
the USSR itself, so that.
they may follow our path
and understand that we
can only win ‘through
commonstruggle’. .

es
*Quotations taken from
‘Voice of  Solidarnosc’,‘Polish Solidarity.. Cam-
paign News’, ‘Solidarity
with “Solidarity’, ‘Labour
Focus on Eastern Europe’,
and ‘Inprecor’, with
thanks.
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AFTER‘rumbling along un-
eventfully since July,a series
of articles in Socialist Chall-
enge by John. Ross. has
begun to reveal their true
purpose — the pursuit of an
unspoken Gebate now under
way in the British Inter-
national Marxist Group and
its international umbrella
grouping the ‘United’ Secre-
tariat of the Fourth Inter-
national (USFD.

The article in the current
Socialist Challenge is on
Iran; but the question at
issue is one of mote general

|significance. How do the
“comrades of the IMG/USFI

view the world struggle for
socialism? Do they see it asa
global contest primarily
between=‘anti-imperialist’
and imperialist regimes? Or
do they analyse it — as we
do — to beaclass struggle in
every country, for which the
working class requires a revo-
lutionary Marxist leadership?

Camps
The view that the issue is

one between the friends and
enemies of imperialism is
most expressly argued by the
leaders and supporters of the
American Socialist Workers
Party (which is prevented by
US. legislation from formal -

affiliationto the USFI). ~

For the SWP,theworld is
divided into two “classcamps”,
and problems of
political analysis are reduced
to the crude rule-of-thumb
that “any enemy of Reagan
is ourally”.

For the most crass state-
ment of this. view, we need
only look to the SWP’s
recent explaration of its
positionon Iran:

“It is true that me
Iranian government1s a cap-
italist government. It is

 

true that it carriés out
repression against the
workers and oppressed
nationalities, against left
wing groups, and others. But
if the Khomeini government
had crushed the mass move-
ment in Iran, if repression
teally were worse today than
under the Shah, US imperial-
ism would be, supporting the
Iranian government instead
oftrying to overthrowit.””

(SWP weekly The Militant,
Aug 6, 1982)

Prom this starting point,
the SWP 25 on to argue that

opposition to
the Mjuanedin.
a “ront T
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RAISES AN
UNANSWERED

QUESTION
Anti-imperialismversus imperialism,or
labour againstcapital? Is workingclass
opposition to regimeslikeIran — or even

Cuba — asectariandiversion, or necessary

 

Nicaragua’s Ortega, Grenada’s Bishop, Cuba’s Castro
.

More recently The Mili-
tant has carried a whole-
page, uncritical interview
with Khomeini’s UN.ambas-
sador and reemphasised its
support for Iran in_ its
attempts to invadeIraq.

Ross on the other hand
puts forward a very differ-
ent view. He stresses not the
“anti-imperialist” but the
capitalist character of the
Khomeini. _regime. He
expands on  Khomeini’sactual record of repression
against the working class and
minorities: anc he argues
that. “the strutegic way for-
ward for the workingclass in
Iran, including in the fight .

against imperialism, lies not
ir. alliance with the Khomei-

but in their over-
 

tu be seen
which Ross

~aing
tart tes

will extend this broadly
correct polemic against the
SWP view (which he does

-
not openly mention) to the
other areas of world politics
whereit is plainly relevant.

Because it is the SWP
view which at present is
gaining ground within the
IMG, and which colours the
political analysis put forward
by the other pages of Social-
ist Challenge.

Significantly Ross’s series
of articles began publication
shortly after a classic exam-
ple of this world view caused
a stir. A whole-page article
by leading SWP writer Mary-
Alice Waters was reported in
Socialist Challenge.

Written in Havana if gave
uncritical and enthusiastic
support to the speech at the
Non-Aligned States confes-
ence by Nicanor Costa

 

_

the particularly
nature of -Costa Mendez’.

 

Mendez — Foreign Minister
of the Argentine dictator-
ship.

Socialist Organiser

—
in

July pointed out that this
gave credence to the fraud-
ulent basis on which the
Non-Aligned Movementitself
operates. We... showed

cynical
“anti-imperialist” speech,
and warned that:

“In giving quite spurious
‘anti-impcrialist’. credentials
to the junta, such a position
can only politically disarm
the Argentine workers whose
prime task remains now, as
before. to organise their own
power for the overthrow of,
the

=
military

establishment “of
government.”

(SO no. 91 July 1)

Tegime and
a workers’

 

The correspondence
columns of Socialist
Challenge. showed

-
that a

number of IMG members
and supporters shared. our
criticism..

And there have been
other indications in Socialist
Challenge that criticism of
SWP political positions is
increasingly vocal within the
IMG.

The cornerstone of the
SWP’s positions on Iran and
the Non-Aligned Movement
is the political adaptation of
the SWP leadership to the
werld view put- forward by
Fidel Castro’s

_—_
Stalinist

bureaucracy in Cuba.
In the early 1960s,

bedazzied by the ‘living
events of the Cuban Revo-
lution, the SWP extolled
Castro and advocated the
‘Cuban - Way” to socialist
 

forsocialists? Harry Sloan reviewsa debate e
Castro withEthiopianpresident Mengistu: anotheranti-imperilist?

revolution in the colonial
and semi-colonial countries.

Together with the leader-
ship of the European Inter-national Secretariat, they
advocated that Marxists
should join the proliferation’
of petty bourgeois guerrilla-
ist groupings in Latin Amer-
ica and Fidelista currents
elsewhere.

The SWP and its co-
thinkers began to pull back -

from and criticise this
political line in the late
1960s. But the European
leadership headed by. Ernest
Mandel remained committed
to its orientation at first
towards guerrillaist group-
ings and then to ultraleft
and centrist|‘ vanguard”
forces. These differences led
‘by 1974-76 to enormous
.tensions within the USFT,
particularly over the Portu-
guese revolution.

Eventually in 1977 the
Mandelites put forward a
‘self-criticism’ and withdrew
from theirguerrillaist line.

But the next period saw
the SWP tevive pro-Castro
positions: more craven and
exaggerated than at anytime
since the heyday of the
Cuban revolution — under
conditions where Castro’s
leadership in government
over some 15 years had

consolidated a
hardened bureaucratic
alliance ‘with the Stalinist
chiefs in the Kremlin, and
developed its own reaction-
ary diplomatic deals .and
relationships in this context.

This political adaptation

plainly ©

by the SWP developed to
even more grotesquelevels in
the aftermath of the Nicar-
aguan revolution.

The SWP (which had
previously stood aloof from
the Sandinista leadership. in
Nicaragua) opportunistically
switched completely, to hail
the coalition government —.

complete with its compon-
ent of bankers -— as a
‘workers’ and farmers’
government’,

SWP leaders declared
themselves opposed to. the
building of an independent
Marxist party, ~ looking
instead exclusively to the
Sandinistas to carry through
the socialist revolution. And
they supported the Saridinis-

+ tas ‘in expelling: from Nicar-
 

‘love Fidel’s friends’

 

  
agua members of the ‘Simon
Bolivar -Brigade’ dispatched
by the USFI Argentinian
section, the PST.

‘Similar enthusiastic sup-
port for a ‘workers’ and
farmers’. government’ has
been extended -by the SWP
to the New Jewel Movement
in Grenada. In both cases
the key to SWP ‘analysis’ is
the close diplomatic, econ-
omic and. military alliances
between these petty bour-
geois nationalist regimes and
the Cuban government.

Mexico
And it is uncritical sup-

port. -The SWP for instance
failed to point out that the
Sandinistas lent their back-
ing to the main party of the
Mexican ruling class, the
PRI, in. the recent Mexican
elections, in exchange for
the diplomatic support given
by PRI leader Lopez Partillo
to Nicaragua, -

If ‘hate Reagan, love his
enemies’ produces some
strange bedfellows for the
‘Trotskyist’SWP,‘love Cuba,

is no
better as a guide to revolu-
tionary action.

Under its influence the
SWP-has revised its previous-
ly critical stance towardsthe
Vietnamese Stalinist regime,
producing eulogistic articles
in 'The Militant on its sup-
posediy ‘revolutionary’
achievements since

_
the

defeat of US imperialism. in
1975, and making no call
for the revolutionarypolitic.
al overthrow of the Hanoi
leadership which murdered

- the Vietnamese Trotskyists
in 1945. In exchange tbe
Vietnamese ambassadors to
the UN have graced the
pages of The Militant with
interviews setting out their
politics

-

— without a hint of
criticism or question fromthe editors.

Eritrean

SWP political approva
has been extended. to the
blood-stained Mengistt
regime in Ethiopia

.
which

with Cuban military backin;
— is fighting to crush the
struggle, of the Eritrear
 



     
 

the Shah in Iran -

people for  self-determina-
tion.

And a leader of the
Stalinist-dominated African
National Congress in South
Africa has been given a
whole page in The Militant
to set out his organisation’s
guerrillaist strategy. which
runs at an isolated tangent
from the escalating class
struggle of the black prolet-

- ariat against» the apartheid
.capitalist state — again with-

out a wordofcriticism.
In each case the common

factor is that thé regime’or
leadership concerned can be
bracketed in the ‘“‘anti-imper-
ialist” camp, and is politic-"
ally supported by theCastro
regime, which the SWP
regards as following a “work-
ing class internationalist
foreign policy.designed to
advance the anti-imperialist
struggle and theworld social-
ist revolution.”

This leads to problems on
the” question of Poland.
Castro stands, of course,
four-square in ‘opposition to
the struggles of Solidarnosc,
which the SWP notionally
supports.

_

The SWP’s answer is as
fat as possible to separate
their references to Castro
from those to Poland.

Subsidies

And they remain tact-
fully silent on the massive
economic subsidies provided
to Havana by the Kremlin
leaders,’ while. seeking to
stress the supposed political
“differences” between
Castro and Brezhnev.

Most ominously, how-
ever, for many SWP mem-
bers — particularly those
with any lepgth of exper-
ience in the Thotskyist move-
ment — the SWP leadership
has now gone even further
down the Castroite road.
Militant ‘co-editor Doug
Jenness has put forward at
great length a series of argu-
ments which effectively
abandon Trotsky’s theory of
permanent ‘revolution - a
cornerstone of the Marxist
programmeandperspective.

Instead Jenness espouses
the position “which Lenin
held in. the years up-to 1917

SWP says Khomeiniis still continuing theprogressive work oftherevolution thatoverthrew,

but then abandoned in the’
light of theexperience of the
February revolution in
Russia. The quotations andmethod used aby Jenness in
this argument echo many«f
the standard texts used for
decades by Stalinists in their

-efforts to prove that Lenin.
opposed “Trotskyism”.

They aze arguments cal-
culated to endear the SWP to
Castro — and his Moscow
sponsors — and run along-
side the SWP’s description
of the Sandinistas and Gren-
adan regime as ‘workers’ andfarmers’ governments’.

Crisis

This SWP stance hastrig-
gered an intensified crisis
within the’USFI — while the
SWP itself argues openly that
its prime concern’ is no

longer with its USFI com-
rades, but with the creation
of a new ‘international’
based on the Cuban, Nicar-.
aguan and Grenadan leader-
ships.

Such open repudiation of
Trotskyist positions by the
USFI’s oldest-established co-
thinkinggroup has prompted
a hugecrisis — not least in
the SWP itself.

Hundreds of members
have left the organisation,
whose weekly paper has
dwindled in size and circul-
ation, and whose interna-
tional journal has been cut
back to fortnightly publica-
tion, :

The party’s leaders seek
on the one handto crack the
authoritarian whip. to
contain the criticisms of
members — many of them

“veteran trade unionists —

- and on the other to present
the SWP as a party firmly
rooted in the
proletariat.

Strike
Yet a level of its senious-

ness can be judged from the
recent covérage of the
national rail strike in the
USA, which was front page
story in the Militant one
week (October 1) and never
mentioned again!

.
Havingpress-ganged half its mem-

bers into industrial jobs, the
SWP leadership-.has proved

American -

‘ series: = -

incapable of offering them
consistent or coherent
policies to fight for in their
unions, and~- effectively
reduced them all to simply
arguing with individual
workers ‘“‘on thejob”.

Such politics have also
made themselves felt in
other USFI sections — not
least the IMG, whose weak-
ness in the NHS pay dispute
has been linked to their
sending members from NHS
unions. into ‘proper’ indust-
tial jobs elsewhere.

So how far will John
Ross pursuehis tacit polemic
against the SWP? How far
will he be allowed to go by
the strong pro-SWP grouping
in the IMG?

Will Ross draw the
obvious conclusion from the
present situation: that the
political problems revealed
by the SWP’s “junkingof the
old Trotskyism”require a
thorough and serious discus-
sion on the programmatic
and methodological basis of
the Fourth International?

Thecrisis of the USFI is
nothing new or extraordin-
ary.

Scatter
Since the ‘Big Bang’ split

of the Trotskyist Fourth
International in 1953, the
various national and inter-
national ‘Trotskyist’ galaxies
have scattered

—
asunder,

emitting their various
distinctive signals.

Unstable - supernovae,
pulsars and quasars and
black holes have gone
through theit own processes
of emergence and decay.

Today, the spectrum of
groupings claiming to trace
their programme and. tra-
dition back to the pre-war
Fourth International

—
is

indeed a wide one.
Unless ~ the political

lessons of thepast are taken
into account, in an open and
objective appraisal, there can
be no progress beyond the
present confusion to a prin-
cipled fight for reconstruc-
tion of the Fourth. Inter-
national.

Will Ross: face up to this
reality? If not, he will never

’ Yully answer the question
“What is Trotskyism?”,
which forms the title of his
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IN Britain we pride our-
selves on freedom of
speech and freedom of the
press. But tear the rhetoric
aside, and how real are
thesefreedomsin practice?

.
Ofcourse, aside from the

laws of blasphemy. and
sedition, we can more or
less say and print what we
like, except that it is vir-
tually impossible to get
socialist ideas into the
popular press.

If we do, these ideas are
more often than not mis-
represented and ridiculed. ©

‘The individuals concerned
are subject to vicious
campaigns of personal
abuse to discredit themand
undermine their public
support.

I know because’ forthe
last few monthsI have been
on the receiving end of the
way in which certain
journalists from some

(sic!) press are more con-
cerned with destroying
socialists and denigrating -

socialist ideas than with
reportingthenews.

Bias

I have long accepted the
:

self-evident right-wing bias
of the media, though not
crudely blaming all
Labour’sillsupon thepress
as some seem to do. *But
until I actually ‘went
thorugh recent experiences
myself, I never imaginedthe ruthless methods and
extent of deception, exag-
geration, and even outright
fabrication, to which sec-
tions of the press are pre-paredto resort.
   
  
   
 
 
   
   
    
 
  
  
   
  
 
  
   
 

 smears ofFleetStreet”
 

popular:

Peter Tatchell: “{ willnot
Wt

be intimidated by thelies and

Peter
Tatchellhits
backat the
smearsand
fabrications
of Fleet
Street
fF

Many. journalists, whilst
not necessarily reporting -

Bermondsey events in a
favourable ‘light, certainly
have emerged with their
professional ethics: intact.
Others have not. This
article is. about them and
what theyhave doneto me.

Press attention began in
earnest last November
following. my selection as
the Labour PPC for Ber-
mondsey. It has continued
on andoff ever since, with
peaks and troughs of media
activitycoinciding with the
topicality of ‘Bermondsey’
as an issue.
~ The constant, insistent
Phone calls and visits to
myflatat all hours of the
night and day by journal.ists who willnot take ‘‘no”’
lor an answer have 8

been the least wraee
worries.

Antics
Of more concern, are

antics such as_ reporters
blocking the rubbish chute
opposite my flatand sifting
through the—contents;
thereby adding a new
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dimension to the term
‘‘gutterpress’’.

Sometimes for days and
nights on end they have
‘“‘doorstepped’’ my flat,
sitting in cars with tele-
photo lens to photograph
whtoever goes in and out —

often without their know-
ledge, let alone their per-
mission!

Occasionally,Ihave been
_

surreptiously trailed on
foot, in cars and even on
thetube.

Equally, my neighbours
on the Rockingham Estate
have been constantly
subject to press harass-
ment; frequently

_
being”

called upon late: at night
andearlyin themorning for.
days at a time with
evident intention of wear-
ing down their resistance
and forcing them to ‘‘tell
all”’ in order to get some
peace and quiet. Indeed,
those neighbours who have
‘consistently refused to

. speak to the press have
been subject to obscene
and racist abuse by some
journalists.

Quotes

When these journalists
have not been able to get
the damning quotes they
want from local tenants
they have resorted to more
devious methods. They
have scoured neighbour-
hood pubs scavenging for
gossip and posed as Labour
Party members, Southwark

- Councilofficers and friends
of my family. Even local
kids as young asten years
old have ‘been. quizzed
about intimate details of
mypersonal life.

At North Lambeth Day
Centre where I am
employed, my co-workers

‘and the single homeless
people. whom we assist
have been put under enor-
‘mous strain. For weeks on
end, reporters have tele-phoned and walked ; into
the Day Centre uninvited,interrupting our. work and
‘demandingto speak to me.
At times, the telephone
lines have been so jammed
with journalists that we
have been prevented from
carrying on our jobs. When
other staff members have
quite rightlyrefusedto take

«_ thisendlessstream of pressS calls for me, theytoo have= been subject to savage
z!
= abuse and threats by somejournalists. In fact, press3 harassmenthas oo senious-3 ly interfered with the oper-4 ation of the Day Centre

that I have been Pressured
to resign my job.

ae‘Sewer: Loe

-
Throughout these lagt

ten months, myself, my
family, friends -and neigh-
bours, have al¥ been sub-
ject to a never-ending
stream of false, but very
intimidating, allegations.
These range from myalleg-ed.membershipof the Com.
taunist Party andthe TRA,

is
PRESS!

,
2

.

Ted

 
 

monthly trips to Belfast,
arrest for terrorist offenc-
es, work as a KGB ageat
etc. and a sewerof allega-
tions about my private life
which are frankly so dis-
gusting that I dare not
publicly repeat them for
fear that they would be
quoted from this article by
those very same Fleet
Street vultures.

Fabricated:
A couple of newspapers

have demonstrated a single
minded obsession_to
‘prove’ thatI am not from a
working class background.
inva Sun article headlined
‘Middle Class Past of
Working Class Hero’, only

~three ‘facts’ were offered
in the body of.the story to
substantiate the headline
— and even those were
wrong!

Perhaps the most ex-
treme examples of mis-
representation were totally
fabricated stories in the
Sun and Daily Express.
The Sun alleged that I had
gone to the Gay Olympics
in San Francisco. The Daily

. Express carried a_ storyabout myself at the TUCConference when I was
away on holiday and not
eveninthecountry!

Related to the Sun story
is the ‘undercover’ meth-
ods employed by their
reporter Phil Dampier,
whom the Sun_ switch-
board now claimsdoes not
even exist!

Posing as Phil Wilson, he
befriended Bermondsey
Labour Party members on
the TUC Day of Action. He
claimedthat

|
helived locally

and wished to join the Lab-
‘our Party. His masquerade
even went so far as to go
leafletting with the Young
Socialists the following
night. Whilst ferreting for
information,at no time did
he everindicatethathe was
a journalist.

It is quite clear that
sections of the press are
totally unprincipled and
without honesty or integr-
ity. They are ready to har-
ass arid intimidate individ-
auls and exaggerate ‘and
fabricate stories for the
politically-motivated pur-
pose of destroying social-
ists and discrediting the
Labour Party.

It is an enormous trib-
ute to comrades in Ber-
mondsey Labour Party and
to local constituents that
they have stood by me de-

orethe immense media

It is also a
|

great tribute to
thecourage and determina-
tion of comrades such as

Knight, Ken Living-
stone and Tony Benn that

' they have withstood vilific-
‘ ation by the pressfor so

,
Manyyears.

Like them,I will not be.
intimidatedby the lies and
‘smears of Fleet Street. I
will continue to speak out
for what I believe is right,
no matter how .contro-
versial! :

we ewe ee ee 
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“CIRCUS”
HAVING been deprived of
the second episode of
Smiley’s People by appen-
dicitis, I took up the book
and by now am_ enjoying
both TV and printed version
in parallel. I was therefore
interested to read your
teview (SO, 30 September)
though there were times
when it sounded as compli-
cated astheoriginal plot.

Missing from the review,
though, was any mention of
the curiously sexless sexism
of the book. True, the
women were not convention-
al sex. objects, but neither
did they ever seem to be in
charge of themselves, or else
they. were dismissed with
contempt as__irrelevant,
stupid,etc.

~ "Karla’s daughter was
under observation in 4

mental clinic. Ex-agent
Connie was slowly going
senile in the company ‘of the
younger Hilary, who had
suffered

r

down, Interesting to note.
here that the bland self-
effacing Hilary of the book
had been transformed for
TV into a volatile,aggressive
woman who accused George
Smileyof misogyny.

Scent ‘

When Smiley was on the
scent after developing the
secret photograph, his wife,
Ann, who has cuckolded him

~ before, phones -up in recon-
ciling mood, but “no Ann,
no false peace, no tainted
witness to his actions, should
disturb his lonely quest”.

And when helooksat the
photograph of two naked
women and two “scarcely
better covered” men, he can

thinkof “nothingvery clever
to say about ei

i

he “transfers his attentionto
the men, once more — which
was where it had been, if he
would admit it, ever since he
started looking at it im the
first place.” SCIENCE
|and

.

 

a nervous break-

* the
.

ther girl” so-

~~

Even Ostrakova, the key
female for most of thebook, —

is someone to whomthings
happen (in this case viol-
ence) and these things are
perpetrated by men. When

-Ostrakova goes into hiding,
trusting only her concierge,
Le Carre’s sexism combines
with a quite vicious class
snobbery as helifts the flap
to allow a couple of “ordin-
ary people” to. enter his
world of gentlemanly spies

cand emigres: “At herappoin-
ted time, the cretinous,
braying concierge had come
up, complete withher-trogo-

~ lodyte husband. ..”
-

Only Stella, early in the
book, confronts George with
himself: “You’re out of
date. Whatever you're doing,
sooner or later, one side or
‘the other will have to stop.
Leave Willem (her husband)
alone. He’s grown up. He
doesn’t need you any more.”

All the little pinpricks of
sexism gradually alienate
you from the admittedly
well written plot. You begin
to react against what is
essentially a childishness in
all these secret spy games.
Then you look at the
author’s credentials: public
school (all male, no doubt),
Berne and Oxford Univer-
sities, followed by teaching
at Eton and then five years -

in the British Foreign Ser-
vice: Had this man ever
really left school when he
game to writing books? The
claustrophobic, all male
public school atmosphere
permeates the book, andthe
source of the childishnesis
clear. The disappearance of

public schools will be
one of the most welcoming

effects of Sloan’s “slacken-
ing hold of imperialist ideol-
ogy”.

The ‘alienation from the
sexism and_intellectually ,

elaborate childishness ends
you up saying “‘is that all?”
whentheplot is finished.

“

Sif y-Wy
ZZcoef’
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—Fs materialisin, helps us ta view

This was my first Le
Carre novel and it took aspell
in hospital to bring me to
it. L thinkI'll wait until gall
stones take me back inside
before I bother with another
one. .

Convalescently yours, -

IAN HOLLINGWORTH

 Weinvite readers
‘to send us their
letters, up to a
usual maximum
lengthof 400 words.

Send to
‘Writeback’,
Socialist Organiser,
c/o 28, Middle Lane.
London N8.

 

NHS stewards’
meeting —

THE article in SO 101,
headed ‘After September 22
— Press for ali out strike”-
needs some ~ comment.
Having been present at the
meeting of Health Workers
for the Full Claim, I must
point out that the report
does not give an accurate
assessment of the discussion
that took place on the ques-
tion of calling for a national
conference of delegates from
Stewards -Committees and
strike committees.

What SO fails to make
clear is that -leading figures
in Health Workers for the
Full Claim, such. as comrade
Anna Lunts, have repeatedly
tried to stop the campaign
from committing itself to
the call for such a confer-
ence. ~

At the October 3 meeting
of the campaign it seems
that comrade Lunts even
went so far as to suggest that
calling for such a conference
was a diversion from
building for thelocal daysof.
action that the bureaucracy
has called.

By glossing over these
disagreements_that had
already emerged at the
previous HWFC meeting, so
fails to make its attitude to
such a call clear. Myself and
otherWorkers Power suppor- |

ters in the NHS (as well as

A confident materialism ran
through all J.B.S. Haldane’s

_writings in this pioneering
little column. He was certain
that thescientific approach
provided the only true way
of understanding reality. He
displayed and described this
confidence in many experi-
ments on himself. He used
his body as a research centre.

During the war he calmly
took notes on himself as he
underwent the ‘bends’in
Admiralty research for divers
and submarine  escapers,
“Even after I had had two
fits and crushed some verte-
brae_ I remained more resis-
tant than most.One of my .

teeth exploded when I
decompressed toofast . .

.”
In Science and Everyday

Life he describes a maso-
chistic experiment involving
drinking an exact quantity
of ammonium chloride,
“trusting my liver to turn
the ammonia to urea...

Experiments of this kind
are quite safe if one treats
oneself as a chemical system
and makes no mistakes with
the calculations . . .

if one
makes mistakes of this sort
the world contains one bad

—————___ biochemistless!”
J.B.S. Haldane used the

column to put across the
Marxist, dialectical approach
to scientific research. This
scientific method, dialectical

some SO supporters) are not
prepared to sit on the fence
in this way.

_The reason we have
fought for a national confer-
ence (now. actually being ©

called for October 30 by the
Leicester Health Services Co-

ordinating Committee and
being discussed by the
\Sheffield Area Joint Shop

Stewards Committee) is
because we take. seriously
the two slogans — take the
strike. out of the hands of
the bureaucrats, all out
indefinite strike to wiri the
full claim.

So far SO and HWFC
have not given concrete
answers as to how to turn
these slogans into a reality.
As such HWEC runstherisk
of becoming a mere discus-
sion circle which tails behind
actions called by the
bureaucracy.

the -world correctly,
abstractly, and so concern
ourselves with the inter-con-

“nected nature of processes
and look out for their
patterns of development via
the unfolding of necessary
contradictions -from one
state to another.

It sees the world as a

moving picture not as a
static snap-photo — the
information in the former
being a far richer approxima-
tion to reality than the
latter.

This view of things is
quite correctly based on
empirical observation, look-
ing for actual, concrete con-
nections instead of specula-
ting on abstract, fantastic
ones. Few scientists
consciously adopt this
dialectical method, but
much scientific work, e.g.

_
Darwin’s in fact, has a dial-
ectical content.

Haldane was one of the
few who could see the value
of materialist dialectics and
he consistently urged his
fellow scientists to look at
the method of Marxism
moreseriously (seehis intro-
duction to Engels’ ‘“Dialec-
tics of Nature”). “Science
and Everyday Life” is dotted
with scientific examples of
dialectical processes occuring
and being discovered by
science.

Ina 1938 article for the

not ~

 

A conference of stewards
offers the possibility. of
organising on more thanjust
a local basis, all those com-
mitted to indefinite strike
action. It could be the start-
ing point for a fighting
united front that could
either force the bureaucracy
to call an indefinite strike, or
if they won't it could
becometheunofficial leader-
ship of such a strike. In
other wordsit is an attempt
to win the two slogans that
HWFC is supposed to stand.
for.

I sincerely hope that
HWFCand SO will now give
wholehearted support to the
plannedconference.

RON GILES,
Sheffield

* See article, page 2.

column on ‘“Nature’s Speed
Limits” Haldane discussed
the probabilityof aeroplanes
breaking through the sound
barrier. He noted~the quan-

_

titative build-up. of sound -

and vibration as propellor
driven “aircraft. increased
speed over about 400 mph.

Ultimately this
threatened to destroy the
plane by

.

making it the
centre of a violent hurricane.

In response to ‘this
quantitative buildup, a
qualitative change was
required in the meansof pro-
pulsion if the 750mph sound
barrier was to be broken.

Hesaid: “A good Marxist
believes that one day man
will fly at 1,000 mph but
not without a revolution in

~ the meansof propulsion.”
Such a revolution did

occur in aircraft propulsion,
with the jet ~

engine, which facilitatedthe
airframes also

needed to break the sound
_

barrier a few years later.
Here Haldane was not being
a 1930s Nostradamus but
using dialectics as a demon-

valid scientific

of course,

swept wing

stratably
method.

To be sure this early
science page was not without
‘its weaknesses, ~ primarily
because of its Stalinist con-
text. There were many naive
assumptions made about life

  

 
Slipman’s—
demise——

by Jane Ashworth .

Sue Slipman, once the Com-
munist Party President of
NUS, defected to the SDP
last year. Her article in the
Guardian

|
(October 11)

explains the shift in her
politics as the conclusion
from the “new method of
work” ‘she learnt on NUS
Executive.

Some’ of the problems
Slipman experienced in NUS
should be discussed by the
left. Her conclusions are
wrong and: she has left the
way of thinking that can
solve them behindher.

-

But nevertheless her drift
to the right could well by
repeated by generations of
student union activists unless
the. left answers the
questions Slipman couldn't.

Trying to hold a national
union together through the
NUSservices crash in 1976-
put the CP on the same side
as the Tories: against the
farleft. :

Could NUS continue to
exist without providing ser-
vices for its members (prim-
arily . cut-price_travel)?
Should NUS junk services
and hope to carry on by
point-of-study and external
political. campaigns alone, as
the far left argued?

For Slipman, this
problem put into question
the roots of student union
administraation: - were the
activists who-. wanted to.
ditch the services just isola-
ted from those they claimed
to represent? Had theleft

Labour movement body
John Rileyconcludeshis look at a science columnof the 1930s

in the Soviet Union. The
USSR was model ‘socialism
to Haldane in this period,
and that was that. Its scien-
‘tists were necessarily viewed
by him as working in the
best environment -in the
world.

The reality was of course
different. Quack biologists
like Lysenko, whom Hal-
dane devoted a

_
glowing

article to, destroyed years of

‘

scientific achievement
because’ they had Stalin’s
support.

When it cameto viewing
the “Science and Everyday
Life” of the USSR, Haldane
was not so scientific. To
his credit, when he found
out more about Stalin’s
crimes against science and
socialism and

.
Lysenko’s

pseudo-biology, he broke
with the CPGB,but thatwas
years later... xNonetheless the column’s
approach to science and its
wider implications, its
efforts at teaching dialectics
and its fascinating~ writer
makeit a milestone in scien-
tifieand Marxist journalism.

‘ Haldane’s view that
“without a knowledge of
science, democracy cannot
hope to be effective in an

age when science affects our
lives continually” is:perhaps.
more valid now than when
he wrote it inthe late
thirties.

 
   
  
   
   

hijacked NUS, leaving the
membershipfar behind?

She felt it had — contro!
by activists meant alienating
the vast majority of the
membership. And working
with the Tories on the
Executive convinced Slip
man that it was. “possible tc
develop unity across th
political spectrum — anc

through it achieve tadica
change.”

She joins the SDP: sh
doesn’t say what  radica
changes the Broad Left an

sTories did achieve.
Labels

It is not surprising the
that “conventional labels «
left and right nolonger ha

~ much meaning” for Slipma:
She’s got lost in the Cor
mittee politics of NUS.Ide
and issues: were no long
worth. fighting over. Be
leave them to elected cor
mittees to sort out. Th
will cobble together tl

ideas of the left Tories a1
right Labour, keeping bo
extremes in check a1
isolated.

Sue Slipman of old kn
this to be false..She wou
have claimed to have ind

- trial class conflict>—_
Sue Slipman of NUSa:

the SDP has reduced this
the imagination of the le
If only everyone would d
pense with their-politi
organisations then we wot
all be united.

Of course it was 1
politics of the Broad L
which kept the involveme
of students to a -minimu
Whenever < students to
action, the Broad L
moved quickly to stop
spreading. When Stipr
was still a socialist, she \
her own worst enemy: ne
giving a lead but frett
over the lack of partici
tion.

We can answer the pr
lem Slipman discussed
pushing for unity in act
in colleges. If we do. this
can pull: the rest of N
behind us and the t
Slipman fell into, oftry
to manage NUS by smoc
ing over political differen
in the misconstrued inter
of the average, non-polit
student can be averted.

Workers’ Socialist Re
no. 2 includes:
debate on the Falkls
Malvinas; Bob Sutcliffe
Argentina in the world ¢
omy; articles on Leba
Central America, Po
South Africa,France.
80p with supplement,
20p p&p, from WSL,
Box 135, London N1 OL

 



  
  

JOHN
HARRIS

  
THE question of CLPD and
the register dominated the
CLPDExecutive’s discussion
on Saturday 16th.

_Theissue was not immed-
iately whether CLPD sheuld
apply, because it was accep-
ted that the final decision on
this would be taken at the

  
  
  
 
  
 
  
 
   

and a letter is being sent to
Labour Party general secre-
tary Jim Mortimer to say
that the CLPD can’t give a
reply by the December 31

the EC. was whether the
AGM would be preceded by
CLPD supporters.

The proposal was even-
tually carried on the argu-
ment that a ballot was the
only way to find out -the
views ofall supporters which

 
   

AGM ‘on January 29, 1983,
.

‘deadline’. The discussion at
|

the AGM could then ‘atify’
or not. Those of us opposed
to a ballot argued that it
would inevitably preemptthe AGM,and undermineits
tight to take the ‘final’
decision. In Pete Willsman’s
view, in fact, the AGM
would not go against the
ballot result.

Ballot
It was also argued that

the ‘consultative’ nature of
the ballot, and the fact that

' CLPD had nolocal branch
a“ ‘consultative’ ballot of

|

structure, made the cam-paign’s own argument,
against postal ballot, irrele-
vantin this case.

Ballot papers will be sent
out in early November,

together with a discussion

 

You’ll never

bulletin (the first of two
*scheduled) containing two“articles for registration now
by Vladimir Derer, Pete
Willsman and Victor Schon-
field) and two against (by
Chris Mullin, Nigel William-
son and Jon Lansman).

» The result of the secret
baliot will be announced at
the EC meeting on Saturday
December 18.

There was no timeto dis-
cuss the view put by the
secretary, Vladimir Derer,that the ‘ultra-left’ were res-
ponsible for the—right’s
victory on the register at~
Party Conference. But it was
unanimously agreed that the
CLPD would support the
October 30 ‘CLPs Against
the Witch-hunt’ Conference,

- and send a speaker to it,and that there would be an

 

marchalone!
MAYBEit always rains in Liverpool, or maybe it just always rains on LPYS
demos, but the four thousand youth whohad gathered to march against the
Tories weren't to. be stopped by howling gales and torrential downpours. From
Sefton Park, through Toxteth, to Pier Head: nobody in Liverpool town centre
could fail to realise the LPYS were marching.

.
Militant supporters. were out in force, but in the-thiddle-ofthe march was the

huge Class Fighter banner, followed by supporters of the National Left Wing:Youth Movement, chanting slogans like ‘Jobs Not Bombs!’ — echoing the recent
YCND march,and trying to be more constructive than the ‘If you hate the Tories
clap your hands,etc.’ heard elsewhere in the march.

For some of us, it was ourfirst sighting of the Liverpool ‘community’police.
Most amazing, for those of us who had only been on demos in London before,

were the huge truncheonstheycarried. ‘Only sergeants get those’,explained one
ldcal Class Fighter supporter, ‘and every car with two aerials is CID’.

The Class
youth unemployment.Also:

ighter conference, November 20-21, will be discussing how to fight
the: Labour Party, women, black youth, YOPs,

and much more. It is open to anyoneinterested: for details ring 01-607-5268 or
write to NLWYM,214, Sickert Court, London N1 2SY. :

Register: CLPD°
votesforballot —

immediate campaign of sup-
_port for the Constitutional

amendment from Greenwich
CLP.

Knock
This amendment is guar-

anteed -to be voted on at
next year’s Party Conference
and would knock a hole
through the register. It
would amend Clause 2 of the
Constitution to give..non-
affiliated groups the right to
organise in the Party,
provided only thatthey con-
form to the Labour Party
constitution and accept
Clause IV, and don’t stand
candidates against Labour.

It would also give an
automatic right of appeal to
Conference for members of

‘

such groups if the NEC
believed they. had breached
the constitution.

Other model resolutions
on CLPDpolicy will also be
shortly circulated (and
printed in SO as well). This
ts specially important not
only for forthcoming
Regional Conferences (the
resolution deadline. for the
London Labour Party Con-
ference is December 1 for
example) but above all for
many trade unions, ‘whose
1983. Conference resolution
deadlines are coming upshortly.

JOHN BLOXAM
CLPD EC

  

 
 Democracy

LARC says “no”=
At its. Annual General Meet-
ing in Jufe this. year, the
Labour Abortion Rights
Campaign resolved to ballot
its membership on whether

‘the Campaign should apply
to be included on_ the
National Executive Commit-
tee’s register of non-affiliat-
ed groups within the Labour
Party.

.The result of the ballotis
now known: LARC’s mem-
bers voted overwhelmingly

Fight for Lothianfi
dead
man’s
shoes
THE DEATHofFrank McEI-
hone, Labour MP for the
Queen’s Park constituency
in Glasgow, has béen foll-
owed by a less than pleas-
ant scramble for the seat.

Front-runner for the Lab-
our Party nomination is
Gorbals regional councillor
Jimmy Wray, whooflate has
acquired a tasté for three-
piece suits and attempts at
im maculategrooming.

Like the late MP, Wray is
a Gorbals boy born and bred
(even if he has nowinstalled
himself in a rather more
plush suburb), and seems to
reckon that his local back-
groundwillwin him the nom-
ination.

It is difficult to see what
else could. On occasion Wray
has taken a strong stand on
some local issues, but whenit
comesto politics he is a dark
horse.
.

The other candidate is
Chick McCafferty. One-time
supporter of the Socialist

‘Labour League, recruited to
it by Ted Knight, McCafferty
is now a big fish in the pond
of Glasgow Labour Party:
chair of the District Party,
and holding several other
Positions.

Although McCafferty has
taken a clear position against
the register, his claims to-

‘stand on the left are now
ringing increasinglyhollow.-

He has helped block the
CLP from. giving support to
the ‘Stop the Sale’ campaign,
and he-is playing. a leading
role in the current attack on
an SO supporter in the
constituency. :

Many. activists in both the
CLP .itself, and the local
community in general, have
the attitude that the. by-
election is a non-event (be-
cause it is a safe Labour
seat), and that the major
issue is who will become the
Labourcandidate.

_But since thereis so little
to choose between the two
nominees, surely our main
job should be to ensure that
the by-election is taken as an
opportunity to transform the
CLP into a genuine fighting
organisation, and to build a
real active base of supportfur the Labour Party in the
area.

keee tne

eeeeee
 

witch-hun
LOCAL Labour Parties in
the. Lothian region will be.
holding their own confer-
ence to oppose both- the
register and any witch-hunts.

Attheir first post-confer- -

ence meeting, Haymarket/
Tollcross|Labour- Party
agreed to raise this call to
other parties in the region to
build on what comesout of
the. Hackney and=Stoke
Newington conference.

Although the meeting
had one of its larger atten-
dances, this was not because
everyone came- along to
defend the right of socialists
to organise within the
LabourParty.

Certainly our MP, Robin
Cook, did not have this in
mind,

|He argued that the left
had won the major debates
at conference (obviously he
did not consider
women’s organisation resol-
utions “to be of any great
significance),that we should
now unite behind
programme and_leadership
and that it would be a
dangerous precedent for the -

left to attempt to oppose a
conference decision.

His argument did have
some support, but more
worrying in~terms of. build-
ing opposition was the atti-

the -

the -

against registration, thereby
supporting the views of the
AGMthatregistration would
render LARCtotally ineffec-
tive as a campaign.

67% of the membership
“returned ballot papers, 87%
of which were: opposed to
registration.

The General Secretary of
“the Labour Party has been

informed of LARC’s
decision.

tude of some members
who are opposed‘ to both
the register and the witch- -

hunt, but .who feel that
since it is Militant who are
under Militant attack, weshould tailend any opposi-
tion that they=put up. To
date this has amounted to
nothingin Lothian.

.

:

.( The call for ‘this con-
ference came from Social-
ist Organiser supporters
and we will be arguing for
opposition to ‘the register,
to the witch-hunt, for going
out and recruiting to the
party and for the changing
of Clause 2 of the constitu-
tion. :Glasgow victim?

ON Wednesday October 13
the Executive Committee of
Queen’s Park Constituency
Labour Party, Glasgow,

‘

voted to recommend ‘the -

expulsion of SO supporter
Stan Crooke to the meeting
of the CLP General Comm-
ittee at the end of the
month.

Constitutionally,|what
Stan Crookeis beingexpell-
ed from is rather unclear.
Given that the CLP is not
affiliated to the Labour
Party nationally (beingnearly £2,000 in debt),

neither Stan Crooke nor
the people movingto expel
him are technically speak-ing members of the Labour
Party to beginwith. i

The basis,put forward for
the recommended expuls-
ion is an article which
appeared in issue 99 of
SO, which dealt with the
history of the Gorbals
Anti-Dampness Campaign,
the present Stop the Sale
Campaign, and criticisms
of the local Labour Party
and the local elected re-
presentatives. :

Left victory |
LAST week saw a fnajor
defeat for the right wing in
Nottingham Labour Party
when Len Maynard and
Ben Allsop -the leader and
deputy leader of the Labour
Group on Nottingham City
Council failed to get on the
shortlist of candidates for
the city council elections
in Radford Ward — the ward:
they represent at
moment.

Both are hardened rightwingers and Maynard played
a very shabby role in the
case of Lou Broady,.a black
worker found to have been

the

‘a victim of racial discrimina-
tion at the handsof Notting-
ham City Council.

Two of the shortlist of
four are. Socialist Organiser

 naeSinee Pad gg S
 PRa Ben

supporters, standing on a
platform of resistance to °

- cuts and ofnoraterises.
Needless to say William.

Whitlock, MP. for North
‘Nottingham and a fanatical
witch-hunter, has reacted
with hysterical outbursts
about the Militant Tertdencyhaving engineered a take-
over, in Radford, althoughMilitant did little more than
turn up and vote. -

With some North
Nottingham Labourites eagerfor a witch-hunt, and Whit-
lock cheering them on, and
with the question of resis-
tance to cuts looming,there
promises to be a long and
bitter struggle ahead to
preserve working class living
standards.

-

SIR MM ee wee ee ee

i

' paigning work.

Charges were laid that
the ‘allegations’ were un-
founded andthatthearticle
had been written with the
intention of ‘‘bringing the
Labour Party into dis-
repute’’.

Chick Mc€afferty went
one step further by claim-
ing thatit had been written
for the purpose of driving a
wedge between the Labour
Party and the current Stop

' the Sale Campaign.
In reality, Stan Crooke,

like the Stop the Sale Cam-
paign, has worked contin-ually — if unsuccessfully —

to try to draw the local Lab-
our Party into joint cam-

McCaff-
erty himself has been
among those blocking that
joint work. oo

Theright wing are likely
to: have little problem in
getting the expulsion en-
dorsed by theGCat the end
of October, therebygaining:
for Queen’s Park the dub-
ious merit of beingthefirst
CLP to expel a left-winger
since theintroductionofthe

_

register. .

_

The SO supporter is not
beingexpelled for bringing
the Labour Party into dis-
repute. It is the controlling
right wing in the CLP who
do that. Nor is he being
expelled for making un-

|founded allegations. He is
being expelled for telling -

. thetruth.
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LAST week’s recall Special
Delegate Meeting of the
NURdid the decent thing.
Delegates defeated a resolu-
tion that “this SDM,in view
of the evidence that the
General Secretary has always
acted in. the best interests of

reconsider his resignation”.
Thus Weighell was effec-

tively given the boot, but
only by 41 votes to 36. Even
though the issue [Weighell
blatantly breaking his man-
date in casting the union
vote at Labour Party confer-
ence] was a straightforward
one of democracy and
accountability,obviously the
right recognised what many
on the left still fail to see,
that this wasapolitical issue
and the loss of Weignell
would be a serious blow to
the right’s credibility.

-In the end at least
enough delegates who had

wing [the division on most
issues had been 47-30] had
either been mandated or

Caretakers
—

strike back
AFTERthelast council elec-
tions in Liverpool, the
Liberal Party and their
leader, Sir Trevor Jones, ran ~

a classic red scaré campaign
aimed at both the local
Labour Parties and the city
council tradesunions.

Their main slogan, which
was plastered on slogans
throughout the city, was
“Marxists out, Liberalsin”.

This smear tactic resulted
in the Labour Party making
a net gain of twoseats at the
Liberals’ expense.

Since the election, the
Liberals, who have
continued to run the city
with Tory support, have
been pushing for cost-cutting
exercises in a whole range of
departments. :

The latest action came in
the education section when
the councilrevoked a long-
standing agreement and
effectively implemented a
£10-£15 wage cut for schivol
caretakers.

On October 1 the council
summarily ended weekend
boiler duty. This duty had
previously been. worked to
ensure thatno breakdownof
the school heating system-
occurred during the weekend
break.“Subscribell| Subscribe
BiRates: £5 for three
§ months,£8.75 for
six months,and £16
a for a year.
a Bundle of five
t each week: £12 for

g Dundee of 10: £21
for three months.

Name.............0.ssssee00

t enciose £.......
To: Socialist Organi-
ser, 268 Middle Lane,
London N8 8PL.
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the union, calls for him to_

been voting with the right
©

  

   recognised that Weighell had
gone too far this time.

But you can’t keep a
good man down. Weighell
bounced back after being
made to sit in a back room
during discussion of his resig-
nation to convince delegates
‘to’ vote for the- McCarthy
Tribunal’s recommendations
of 4% on pay prior. to

massive productivity strings
with an increase-of one day
on annual leave. Weighell
continued the good work for
which Parkerand Tebbithad
praised him=when he
announced his resignation,
claiming that. the ASLEF
strike on flexible rostering
and the two-day NUR strike
had “blasted aside—the
NUR’s case for a substantial
increase.”

The productivity strings
mean a massive extension of
single manning on trains and
the eventual loss of 12,000
jobs through the abolition
of guards and a cut of
20,000 miles in the network
as well a union commit-

The work included an

important safety aspect, con-
sidering the possible results
of relighting a boiler which
had developed a_ Serious
fault. .

_

In response to this chall-
enge the unions instructed
their members to refuse to
start any boilers on which
the necessary weekend
checks had not been carried “

out. 7

This has resulted in more
than 300 schools being left
without. heating, despite the
actions of supervisors and
council officers who have
been contacting caretakers
individually and threatening
suspensions.

Support for the caretak-
ers has already come from
the District Labour Party
and fromthe local teachers’
union.

The NUT hasinstructed
its members to abide by the
agreed heating standards and
to refuse to work at temper-
atures of below 52 degrees.

So far aproximately 100
schools have been closed
becauseofthisaction.

This dispute will pose
important questions for the
council joint shop stewards
committee. Their success oF

 
  
 

‘by Pete Firmin
ment to cooperate “to
further improve productiv-
ity”,

As the McCarthy
Tribunal report points out: ”

“without union cooperation
‘ it would not have been

possible to cut the labour
force over the last 30 years
by almost 70% without a
similar reduction in
services” and. that ~ rail
workers’ pay has fallen by
about 30% since 1975 both
in real terms andin relation
to wage rates in general.

The “common approach”
which Weighell has cham-
pioned onbehalfof the BRB
has been a disaster for rail
workers.

On its second day the
SDMdecided on what action
to take against the 12,500
members who scabbed on
the NURstrike in June. *

Branch officers who dis-
obeyed the strike call are to
be banned from office for
life, and others will be con-
sidered out of benefit for
five years — they will not-be
 

represented at hearings. or
tribunals, they will not be
eligible for branch or
national office, they will not
be able to represent the
union at any level for this
time.

.

A small minority deman-
ded the expulsion of the
scabs (and in some branches
this had been passed at the
same time as a call for a
censure of Weighell) but
considering the lack of
leadership given to the strike
— with Weighell campaigning
against it — the strike effec-
tively lasted only 18 hours
and to go into*a fight with
BR over the closed shop
over this would have been
ridiculous.

That Weighell has gone
is a victory for the left. But
the acceptance of the
McCarthy report shows the
tasks facing us in the union.
We now have to build a

strong, effective left based
on campaigning local broad
left groups. The central
issues facing the left in the

coming months.are:
1. The campaign to get a

:

left candidate elected as
General Secretary.

2. A campaign to ensure
an all-out strike on Novem-
ber 8 (transport. workers’
strike in support. of the
health workers’ pay claim).

3. Solidarity with the
miners — no movement of
coal — in their strike over
pay and jobs...

The latest issue of Left
Lines — journal of the
Broad Left railway workeis
is now available, price 10p
from 2 Binstead Gardens,

' Sheffield 6.

Ian Williams,NUR Executive
Committee member, said:
“The most important. thing
is to get a commitment from
the candidates that they are
prepared to stand for re-
election in five years’ time.”
It’s easy to see why. If, for
example, Jimmy Knapp was
elected under present rules

‘he’d have the job for 23
years.   
 

 
  

 
Weighell: his departureis a victory
 

The problem with the
election campaign is that the
union rules forbid political
statements in internal circul-*
ars. The only chance of
getting"politics into the cam-

 

by Kevin
eintuck

failure in bringing out other:
sections of the councilwork-
force in support of the care-
takers could be a telling
factor in the dispute.

|Messages of support to
NUPE, Bro. E. Hollywell,
28 Sydenham House, Liver-
pool 17. -

of

GMWU,Bro. P. Leonard,
Otterspool Special School,
Milehead Road, LiverpoolAir In
AIR India strikers picketed
the Indian High Commiss-
ion in London on Monday
18th. -91 workers, all mem-
bers of the TGWU, have

_been sacked bytheairline,
which is owned by the
Indianstate.

The ‘Indian Workers’
Association has also or-

AirIndia: fighting movesto smash theirunion
#ia picket

ganised pickets of. Air
India offices in Birming-
ham, Manchester, Leeds
and Bradford, to encourage
travellers to boycott the
airline.

British Airways engin-
eers at Heathrow voted to
‘black’ Air India spare
parts, and technical and

clerical workers to ‘black’
theairline’s useof a central
reservations’ system con-
trolledby British Airways.

Support is still needed
at the regular picket lines
at Heathrowand New Bond
St. Messages/money:
TGWU Air India branch
1/1305, 7/9 South Road,
Southall,Middlesex.

 

r the left
paign would be getting the
candidates to speak to
special branch meetings.
NURrules don’t (yet) forbid
political discussion in branch
meetings!

Tapping a
reservoir of
militancy _
STOKE water workers were
on strike today for the first
time as part of the national
water workers’strike.

After taking action in
support of health workers
in recent weeks, water
workers are in no mood to
be messed about by their
own management.
_

Graham Atkinson,
GMWU steward, explained

_

the backgroundto me.
Two years ago the water

workers agreed a pay deal
to get parity with gas and
electricity workers, to be
achieved in three stages.
The first stage should have
been impiemented this year
before the settlement date in
November.

Now, water workers are
being told that. there is no

money to implement the
agreement. Union leaders
recommended submitting
this year’s. claim, but the
rank and file threw this out,

demanding that the parity
agreement be implemented
first.

There have been six
meetings with the Water
Council over the year, but

’ a refusal to negotiate by
management. :

Monday’s one-day strike
was intended to show the
bosses that water workers
are serious before the next
meeting with the Water
Council. If no agreement is
reached it will go toa vote
for further action.

Graham Atkinson told
me that-he thought it would
have been’ better if the
one-day national strikes in
water, telecoms and stecl
this week had been com-
bined.

As the build-upto indus-
trial disputes continues,
they'll end up being com-
bined, whether the TUC
likes it or not, he said.

ocialist teachers organise
by Peter Flack

IF the. NUT bureaucrats had
ventured into County Hall
on October 16, they would
probably have felt the same
cold, creepy feeling that
afflicted them at the NUT
conference in Scarborough.

In the dark and chcerless
corridors of County Hall,
things were moving, plans
were beinglaid.

The Socialist

~
Teachers

Alliance (STA) now six years
old, was holding its Annual
General Meeting.

During thosc six years
STAhas grown from a small
but determined opponent of
thesectarianism of Rank and
File Teacher, to a serivus
left opposition in NUT-

That growth in the influ-
ence of STA was retlected
in the. make-up of the AGM.
Most of the main arcas —

Birmingham, Liverpool,
Manchester, East Midlands,
Yorkshire. were represented,
with many experienced feft
activistsamong them and the

membership was reported
25% up on the previousyear.

Transferring that growth
into effective groups in each
area to actively involve new
members was agreed as the
major priority as well as
improving communications.

The morning session had
Phil D’Arcy from the Crox-
teth Parents Action Com-
mittee outlining the fight
that they were waging to
prevent the closure of the
local comprehensive school
and the need for support for
the occupation oftheschool
whichis still being run using
volunteer teachers.

While the NUT on
Merseyside had expressed
support, the biggest question
is what the union should
actuallydo.

The AGM agrecd to take
up the campaign immediate-
ly, with both finangial and
physical supp ::.. \

There were two Sets of
workshops dung the day
ranging from the left jn the
NUT and the union re to
vay rights, building STA, and
the wotnen’s caucus follow-,
ing on from the STA Positive
Action conference,

In the final session, the
major campaigns for the
coming year were discussed.
One of the great strengths of
STA in the past year has
been its ability to present a
principled alternative on the
NUT Executive through
Bernard Regan and Ken
Jones.

In a resolution on general
perspectives, Bernard Regan

_spelt out. the absolute
centrality to the STA of the
developments clearly taking
place in the unions, partic-
ularly through the health
strikes and the importance
of fighting through the NUT
to clearly unite and identity °

their struggles with other
workers both in Britain and
internationally,in Poland, in
Central Amcrica, ct¢.

The AGM.also agreed to
take up a campaign directed
towards the 1984 NUT
conference on affiliation to
the Labour Party around the
new STA: pamphlet on the
{abour Party.

But cqually important in
terms-of the politics of STA
was the decisions made on
sexual oppression. The AGM
at last came out with a clear

commitment’ to take up a
fight in the union and par-
ticularly at conference on
gay rights, centred on reac-
tionary anti-gay laws.

Such a campaign, in
alliance -.with the Gay
TeachersGroup,is long over-
due, given the reactionary
stance of the NUT towards
gays, which includes expui-
sion of members convicted
of cottaging “offences”.

Another major decision
was to take up the question
of positive action in a more
positive way, both in NUT
and in the STAitself, con-
centrating on eradicating the
dominance of men in 4
union in which the majority
of

_
the membership are

women — a situation ‘still
teflected in STAitself.

Finally, the AGM agreed
to press for a change to the
NUT rules which would
allow members to discuss
political issues both nation-
ally and internationally and
make policies on them. If
successful this would be a
major breakthrough, ending
the ridiculous non-political
stance of NUT at a time
when all the

-
fundamental

issues confronting NUT
members and trade unionists
as a whole, are so clearly. a
question of politics.

The politics of STA now
stand clearly as ine alterna-
tive for teachers to the back-
sliding right wing executive.
Details of STA are available
from Peter Flack, 11 Nook
Street, Leicester.

Resolutions. of support
for the Croxteth occupa-
tion should be sent to:
Phil D’Arcy, 45 Finch Road,
Liverpool L14.

 
Available; rom SO,
28 Middle Lane, Lon-
don N8 for 60p incl.
postage.

 



 
‘OVER 100 membersofcivil
service unions, SCPS and

- CPSA, who work at the
DHSS office at Harcourt
House, Oxford, have been:
on strike for 3 weeks. be-
cause of staffing levels at
theoffice.

The amount of work the
office has to deal with has
increased by 25% during1982, mainly due to rising
unemployment, and yet in
the same period the
numberofstaff employed
in the office has actually
beencut.

Those on strike have the
support of claimants’
organisations, welfare
rights groups, social ser-
vices workers, and pro-
hation officers.
ONE of the strikers. told
Socialist Organiser:

‘After Operation Major,
which © highlighted the
problems of an_ under-
staffed office, the staff in
Oxford. believedthat the
management would act
positively towards- rectify-

| ing thesituation. As things
i} stood, working the 37 hour
| week, we were unable to
i clear thework withjust the

present numberofstaff.
_

‘Those—_working in
‘callers’ (the interviewing
section) and those on
reception were under the
mostpressure. ©

They have to deal with

i
1

enquiries there and then
and may have to wait hours
for clai
traced

ants’ papers to be

2

Sc
THELabour-controlled Sal-
ford City Council has taken
over where Michael Ed-
wardesleftoff.

It has torn up the exist-
ing work contracts with its
‘430 building and mainten-
ance department workers
(direct works), and intends
to issue new eontracts indi-
vidually to each worker. All
union consultation and neg-
otiation has been rejected,
and when the newcontract
lands on a worker’s door-

MAP

  
_ FIGHT

=. PAUL Hobbs, a TGWU
shop steward .at Stanford’s
map shop in London, was

" unfairlydismissed.on Wed-
nesday September29 after
management unilaterally
altered workers’ contracts

a regarding hours withoutconsultation.
Other union

-
members

- walked out in protest and
were also sacked.

They are demanding
reinstatementand recogni-
tion for the union. A sub-
stantial majorityof the staff
joined the TGWU in Feb-
ruary of thisyear.

~ Contact: Strike Commit-
tee, c/o 173 Clapham Road,
Stockwell, London SW9.

 

{this problem-is.

Alan Stephens
spoke to an
Oxford DHSS

_
Striker

increased by the Marston
Roadoffice being split into’
3 different sites) which
causes aggravation. for
those on either side of the
glass.

__

There’s an understand-
ing in the office’ that
someone should be on re-
ception for no more than 3
monthsat a time, but many
are on the ‘frontline’ for

’ six monthsor more.
It’s a vicious circle. If

the benefit sections have a
lot of work outstanding, the
mumber of enquiries by
phone or letter increase,
therefore there’s more
workfor thesection to clear
and therefore more workoutstanding.

This then:results;in an
increase of claimants
calling in person at recep-
‘tion, therefore joining the
forever swelling queue .of
newclaimants.

The final blow- came in
two parts. Firstly,manage-
ment: offered us only 2
temporary ‘volunteers’
from an equally hard
pressed office in Banbury,
and sécondly they made anLFO
AN

mat, he has ten days
accept, or he is sacked!

The background to this
incredible situation is a
long wrangle over the
bonus schemein the BMD.
Both the council manage-
ment and the unions have
accepted the need for a
change in the bonuses to
eradicate inefficiency, and
a numberof changes have
beentried.

A joint work study exer-
cise came up with a 46%
allowance, while another
trial scheme involved 25 to
80% allowances (to cover
such things as travel to
and fromjobs). *

Next, the council wanted
to go for redundancies. 90
were put forward, and then
withdrawnwhentheleader

-of the council, Les Hough,
called in BMD reps ‘and
announced that the allow-
ances would be cut to 5%
across the board. — i.e.
about 24 minutes a day,for
jobswhich are often many
milesaway.

Already there has been
outrage from the local lab- ~

our movement. Eccles
Constituency Labour Party
and Salford Trades Council

:

supported a lobby of the
-Labour group meeting last

’ Monday.
A moveto refer back the

report on the BMD was
howeverlost by 8. votes to
27.

Timeis now short, as the
new contracts will be out
in thenextcoupleof weeks.

Weneed to camnaign to
kick out the traitors who

to

.

ARLINGTON House

e reached_
breakin

administrative decision at
regional level that we
should grant immediate
interviews on demand
instead of next available
appointment.

This would have meant
a retum to the situation
where the_interviewing
officers -would have been
interviewing up to 5 pm
or later, 1% hours after
the office.had been closed
to thepublic.

We had reached the
breakingpoint. It was time
for action.

I’m prepared to stay out
as long as necessary -in
order to keep presstire on
management to move con-
structively towards the
staffing of the DHSS,
to enable us to give the
claimants the. efficient
service they’reentitled to.

_

Fatal
As we’ve already been

out 3 weeks, it would be
- absurd and possibly fatal
“to any other office who
may take the samestand as
us, if we were not to see
thisstrikeout to theend.

I hope all offices suffer-.
ing the same or similar
problems will support the
lead given by -the Bir-
mingham offices and
Oxford.

Although the union
leadership are recommend-
ing a stayof actionuntil the
present disputes have been
resolved, and understand-

.RD
AL

are presently masquerad-
ing as ‘Labour’ councillors
in Salford. As one of the
stewards on the lobby told
me, ‘‘Never mind another
Labour council, there isn’t
even a Tory council doing”
this to its direct works
department’’.

DAVELUNTSHostelstrike
CamdenTown is thelargest
hostel in Europe, housing
-1066men. T@WUmembers
there are on strike to save
their jobs and get a decent
wage.

At the beginningof April
1982, the staff at Arlington
House (members. of the
TGWU) went on strike in
protest- against Rowton

‘Hotels refused to recognise
the TGWU.The strike was
successful and -helped to
build a solid union branch

_

in theHouse.
After many attempts to

open pay talks and many
refusals by the company,
56 members of the TGWU
at Arlington House walked
out on September10.

The company took its
revenge-by sacking them
all.

Donations to: Arlington
House Strike Fund, c/o
Camden Labour Cenire;
8 Camden Rd, London NW1
(485 1100). Help is also
needed withpicketing.

in .

aking point
ing our problems of fi-
nance, I believe that thedecision to grant more staff
will be taken at Cabinet
level.

I feel therefore that this
calls for national action as
it clearly is a problem of ©

all DHSS offices throughout
the UK.’

Donationsto: M. Robert-
son, 24, Beechcroft Rd.,
Oxford.

BL new

pay
offer

MANYBLworkerswill have
read that the-national dele-

~gate conference to decide on
the company’s pay offer
recorded a 10-1 majority of
workersfor rejection.

But reading about it is
likely to be the extent of
most. shop floor workers’
involvement ~so far, since

‘right wing convenors — such
as the leadership of—the
Cowley Body Plant — have
failed to implement the
decision to put the issue to
mass meetings.

Since the initial rejection
however, things have moved
fast. Yesterday’s meeting of
the Joint Negotiating Com-
mittee heard that the
company had changed the
offer — adding 5Op extra on
the rate, withdrawing their
proposal to scrap the guaran-
teed week, and making the
package a one-year rather
than a two-year deal.

~ A motion to reject this
revised offer and call strike
action. from November 1
drew a 16-16 tied vote on
the JNC — at which point
TGWU official Grenville
Hawley used his casting vote
against it. The JNC will
now.go withoutany recom-
mendation into the recalled
delegate conference tomor-
row (Thursday).

These developments will
baffle many shop floor
workers in BL, who have
still not worked out what
the original offer meant in
real terms, and. have not
heard the case for rejection.

Such conditions’ have
been deliberately created by
Hawley and theright wing as
the best basis to push
through a quick settlement.

*Meanwhile manage-
ment’s war of attrition on
shop floor organisation con--
tinues. Asignificant victory
for AUEW skilled workers
at Cowley Body. Plant —

whose vote for indefinite
strike action forced the with-
drawal of a final warning
against convenor Roy Fraser
— came almostsimultaneous-
ly with management’s with-
drawal of all. recognition
from Andy Brown, deputy
TGWU convenorin the Cow-
ley Assembly Plant.

     

Hawley: blocked strikecall

  
|

company, Cars: a world industry needs an internationalstrategy
RESPONDINGtoarare dis-
play of firm leadership from
their trade unions, Vauxhall
workers voted last week for
action which they believed
would protect their jobs.
And they coupled this with
rejection of the company’s
7.5% pay offer.

13,000 AUEW andTGWU members at Luton,
Dunstable and Ellesmere
Port voted almost unanim-
ously to strike if necessary
to prevent Vauxhaill’sparent

General Motors,
importing. the new Corsa
model from Spain for sale on
the British market.

It is the first time: that
the demand for import.con-
trols, tirelessly peddied by
the Communist Party and by
the Labour advocates of the
so-called’ “Alternative Econ-
omic Strategy”, has secured
a commitmentto activesup-
port from the shop floor.

Indeed it is probably the"first time that the demand
has been vigorously pressed
by union leaders indepen-
dently — and in this‘case in
conflictwith — the employer
in the industry concerned.

Previous calls for import
controls in textiles, furniture
and other industries have
been conspicuously suppor-
ted by at least sections of
employers, who have bussed
down contingents of workers
or provided paid time off
work to facilitatedemonstra-
tions or. lobbies of Parlia-
ment.

In such instances it has
been easy to see the way in
which the call for importcontrols lines up trade union
and Labourleaders alongside
the very employers who are
forcing down living
standards or forcing through
closures, in a bid to save
“our” industry.

But in the case of Vaux-
halls, the demand
strike action against. the
employer, to force GM to
change its plans, and to
invest in ‘plant which. will
guarantee jobs* for

.
British

workers. What could be
wrong with that?

Thefirst point is thatjust
like any other cail for import
controls, the Vauxhall strike
threat aimsat saving ‘British’
jobs at the expense of jobs
lost overseas — in this
instance in GM plants in -

Spain.
The logic is no better

than the Ellesmere Port”
workers striking to prevent
jobs being done in Dun-
stable. WheriNit comes to the
crunch, the only answer to
such management ‘divide
and rule’ tactics is working
class unity

is for’

— forging links”
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No wayto
defend jobs

Harry Sloan argues against import controls z

between workers in Britain
_and those in Europe.

The transfer of produc-
tion from one plant td
another San only be preven-
ted if action in the threaten-
ed plant is linked with per-suading workers in therecip-ient plant to boycott it, and
rousing the- labour move-
ment as a whole in a cam-
paign to cut off supplies and -

outlets.
To build such links with

car unions in Europe
requires not  chauvinistic
campaigns against “‘foreign”
competition and attempts to.
force workers abroad to
shoulder. the burden of
redundancies and rationalisa-
tion, but a serious struggle
for international solidarity
and a common fight against
General Motors as the multi--
national enemy.The fact is that GM’s
operation in Britain is such a
tiny componentofits world
business. that managementin
Detroit could shut it down
without enormousloss:
against such a danger
Vauxhall workers must be -

able to call upon thesolidar-
ity and support of other GM
workers.internationally.

The legitimate’ concern
and militancy over jobs in
Vauxhall must be under-
stood as part of the fight of
car workers in every country
to defend their jobs and
living standards. ~

If every threatened
section of workers took

.

strike action: demanding
protectionist import controls
then we would be faced with
the fragmentation of the
international working class
into warring

—

national
sections of the major indus-
tries in which solidarity
becomesimpossible.

‘Evans: militanton imports,
but not on jobs!

 

 

 
Instead a radically differ-

ent line of march is needed.
The contracting market, the
rationalisation of production
and internationalisation of
models such as the Astra,
Cavalier and Corsa demand
of trade unions. a common
policy for defence of jobs.

Collectively they must
organise functioning
combine stewards commit-
tees on an_ international
level. Collectively they must
wage the fight for the open-
ing of company books and
plans to elected trade union
committees, and organise the
pooling of all information
available. And_collectively
they must take upthe fight
to ensure the defence of jobs
through the sharing of avail-
able work,.through the
corporation internationally,
withoutloss of pay. .

Such action across
national frontiers is the big
fear of theTories and the
multinationals: it is made
specifically unlawful in the
Tebbit Bill.. That is because
only. such international
action can actually defend
jobs against the threats. of
the 1980s.

For Vauxhall workers,
however, the proposal to’
take action against imports
carries other dangers. On the
one hand, it does not relate
to any actual loss of jobs
now — it is vaguely linked to
calls for investment by GM
in the future.

And it comes from union
leaders who have stood back
and watched tens of thous-
ands of jobs axed in- every
part of the engineering
industry, and helped impose
mass redundancies in BL.

Such factors should cause
workers to question whether
the denfand is serious or
simply raised as a diversion
from the issue of wages.

It might appear that if
this were the tactic of the
union leaders, their plan has
misfired. Their strangely
militant rhetoric, coupled
with increased  self-confid-
ence among © Vauxhall
workers in view of the
success of the company’s
improved sales, produced a
massive vote-for rejection of
the pay offer. -

But eyes should be kept
firmly on the pay negotia-
tions. Instead of the nation-
alistic demand for an end .to
imports, workers should
demand that the pay settle-
ment include a

_
written

guarantee of security: of
employment on full pay —

and begin to prepare theinternational links that will
be necessary in the event of
any struggle in Britain
against . redundancies or
closures.

The. repeated attacks on
_

car workers in~ Britain and
elsewhere confirm beyond

‘doubt that the anarchy of
the present market and inter-
‘national monopolies can
only.’ be contained by
policies of nationalisation

“without compensation and
the integration of the motor
industry, under

—
workers’

management, into a planned,
socialist economy.

The establishment

—
of

international coordination
and workers’ control would
be a giant step towards
preparing for this develop-
ment: the imposition -of
narrow, nationalistic policies

“is a dangerous diversion that
must be fought bysocialists.
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THE WESY' Midlandsreg-
ional day of action for the

_
NHS pay campaign was the.
strongest for non-NHS
support.

There were ~-one-day
strikes at Massey FergusonCoventry, and by 3000TH
 

THE funeral, on Wednesday 20th, of Bogdan Wlosik,
will be another’ demonstration of Polish workers’
resolve to resist the martial. law and the banning:of
Solidarnosc.

Wlosik, a 20-year old: worker at Nowa Hutasteel-
works near Krakow, was shot.dead by a plain-clothespoliceman ona demonstration last week. The shoot-
ing was followed by riots and street clashes in
Krakow on Thursday and Friday.

But generally the regime seems to have been able
__

— for now! — to ride out the wave of revolt at the
banning of Solidarnosc. Gdansk shipyard workers
went back to work after the yard was militarised,and

.

elsewhere the regime did all it could to Suppress and
isolate workers’ action.

Many strikers retuming to work,however, insisted

Salford walkout
AT lam on Saturday Octob-
er 16, a scab laundry lorry
‘took away 1000 bagsof foul
linen which had accumulat-
ed at Ladywell hospital in
Salford.

that they would be out for the four-hour general
strike called by the underground Solidarnosc leader-
ship on November10)

Even the official news agencyadmits that the new
stooge ‘unions’ are being massively boycotted. In
Nova Huta the union has 13 ‘members out of the
40,000 workforce, despite the fact that it already has
an office andaccess to the internal steelworks radio.

In the Ursus tractor factory 90 people have joinedJaruzelski’s labour front; at the FSClorry factory in
Lublin, 33; at the WSK ‘aircraft works, Swidnik, 20,
and at theOctober Revolution printworks, Warsaw,
11,

   
‘at Crumpsall Hospital and

a. walkout by porters at
Manchester Eye Hospital.

 

     
 While the memberswere

preparedto act quickly and
firmly, the same could not        

On Monday morning the .

laundry .and__ transport beensaid for.someofthe Membership of the new ‘unions’mustbeconfined
workers immediately walk- Qougp actually telexed{almost entirely to supervisors, managers, and career-ed out. A mass meeting of
CoHSE and NUPE’memb-
ers from. Ladywell and
Hope thenvoted to stay out
for three days. The Skin
Hospital and Royal Salford
Hospital later joined the
strike.

- aeSympathyactionwasalso : Ss.
taken by workers outside X

the District Health Author-
ity, with an occupation of
the telephone exchange ¢

 
 ists — and very thin even among them!

British socialists should make sure that our labourmovement refuses to recognise these state unions,
breaks links with their counterparts elsewhere in
Eastern. Europe, and gives all possible support to
Solidarnosc.

  the Ladywell branch to
inform themthatthey were
taking secondary action,
that it was unofficial, and
thatthey would notreceive
anystrikepay.
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construction workers at the
National Exhibition Centre
in Birmingham. Half-day
strikes took place at Long-
bridge,’ Rover Solihull,
Rover: Tyseley, BL. Castle

.

Bromwich, and Triplex.
Othertrade unionists and

Labour Party members
joined health workers on
picket lines at: most major
hospitals, and non-emerg-
ency cases were turned
away.

In addition, 1000 school
caretakers and cleaners: in
Birmingham struck on the
same day in order to link
their fight against the Tory
council’s plan to privatise
their work with the health
service struggle. The bigg-
est school in Birmingham,Washward Heathcompreh-

. “We

ensive, was‘closed, as were
atleast 20 otherschools.

There were rallies in
most large towns. At the
5000 strong’ Birminghamrally, Len ‘Murray was vig-
orously heckled by rank and

_

file health workers dem-
andingall-out action.Murr-
ay was visibly
boozle the audience by
claiming that all-out action
would mean ‘leavingcancer
patients to die’.

Peggy Gilbert, NUPE
branch secretary at the
Queen’ Elizabeth hospital,

-won'a standing ovation for
a militantspeech calling for
all-out action and a general
strike against the Tory:

_

government.
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Escalation!

ACTIONbyhealthworkers
in support: of their pay
claim escalated last week in
Manchester. At” the Eye
Hospital NUPE workers in
the theatre sterile supplies
unit and CoHSE theatre
porters came outon strike.

The action was taken in
response to a management.
refusal to honour an~
agreement (made after
strike action in August)
that only accident and -.

emergency cases would be
dealt with.

,The management attem-
pted to use non-unionstaff,

but this was immediately
answered by « walk-out of
porters not only in the Eye
Hospital but. also in. the
nearby Manchester RoyalInfirmary and St Mary's
Hospital. Over 80% of the
porters came out on strike
at thethree hospitals.

Thetheatresterile suppl-
ies unit and. the theatre
porters are now on indefin-
ite strike, in an attempt, to
force the management’to '

stick to the ‘accidents and
‘emergencies only’ agree-
ment. »

.
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TONYDALE

If only we could afford the straws, we could draw lots toshare out the£13.50 we've had this week. Two StockportSO supporters send £1.50 when they paid for their papers
far:
Sheffield 149.50 150%
Stoke 35.00° 117%
Durham 110.00 110%
Leegs 93.00 93%
Merseyside 174.70 55%
Cardiff 45.00 45%
Hull 25.00 42%
Edinburgh. 70.00 22%
London 304.00 14%
Winsford ~0O
Misc: 794,51

this week — and Sheffield sent £12 with theirs. Scores so

Coventry 592.55 141%:
Nottingham 114.00 114%
Birmingham 489.77 98%Oxford 431.50 85%
Manchester 183.00 47%.
Basingstoke 45.00 45% .-

Glasgow 44.40 37%
Leicester 86.00. 22% -

Bradford 0 -*

Northampton O -

TOTAL 3905.72 65%
Send donations to Socialist Organiser, 28 Middle Lane,London N8 8PL.
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