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The rioting, looting and burning that are sweeping across London and —
so far, in Birmingham, Notting- ham, Bristol, Leeds and Liverpool — can
have no di- rectly positive effects on the lives of those who riot or on the
lives of their families. The very opposite is true.

The angry response to the police murder of Mark Duggan in Tottenham
was the spark, the protest against his murder justifiable, and the rioting
that im- mediately followed understandable. But the rioters are now de-
stroying some of the social facilities they rely upon, as for instance, setting
fire to a block of working class flats in Tottenham and buses in Peckham. In
politics the effect will be to strengthen the “law and order” right and push
a lot of new people in their direction. Many working-class people are simply
scared by what is happening on the streets.

Repression will now follow. The establishment is now talking about send-
ing in the army, using water cannon, imposing curfews in working-class
areas and even letting the police use rubber bullets against crowds.

The deprived young people who have come out on the streets to fight
those they see as their enemy, the police, and to grab a little instant pros-
perity, have good reason to feel that they are outsiders, that they have

been excluded.
This is a society that rubs consumerism in their faces while making them

poor. Many are either unemployed or working in dead end, unskilled, low-
paid jobs. They have come through the education system maimed and

semi-literate. They live in a society where great robbers and swindlers are
admired whether or not they are legal, semi-legal or downright criminal.
Where they enrich themselves without any regard for other people.

Why, many of them will think, shouldn’t we help ourselves by looting
shops and great stores, in a world where bankers can loot and get away
with it? Where the politicians who serve them have looted society to bail
out the bankers.

But there is nothing for anyone romanticise about in these outbreaks, by
giving them titles such as “insurrection” and “rebellion”The labour move-

ment must defend those young people.
We must insist against the establishment — the politicians, the press and

the courts — that the responsibility for their blind raging anger lies
squarely with those who run the establishment that will now seek
vengeance against them.
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