ORY OF THPF BRITHI
TROTSKYIST MOVEKEDNT Oct « /44

Introduction,

- With the expulsionef Trotsky from the Soviet Union in 1929 a minute
cection within the C.P.G.B. formed themselves into a Left Opposiiion asn
rart of the Internation=l Left Opposition under the directlon of Trotaky.
Thesﬁiu‘looae collection of individuzls who were unuble'tu get dovn to
tny real programmmes of activity, amongst these were HEITRY SARA (now S.Londo:
Organjser for W.C.L.C,), HARRY WICK3 and REG GROVIES. WICKS sand WESTOW,
both later 1n the Revolubtlonary Socialist League, had seen Trotsky as earl
5 1924 and afterwards maintained correspondence, Following = call from
Proteky for n turn into the "centrist" organisations of the Labour Party
snd the I.L.,P. these opposition elements between 1932,/356 either left or
veres expelled from the C.P.

It 1s luportant to ncte that the Trotgkyist movement to~day did not
rroceed from this source but developed from a trend which came over from
HeAfica.

It is notpossible to trace all the groupings, the major ity belng of an
ad-heoc nature adopting the most revolutiﬂgg&stounding names. Many came,
vent,split.and re~formed continually thrca&ndantagonisma‘wnd fierce
hoatility between groups which has been characteristic of the British and
end indeed all Trotskyist movements. Thus no details can be given of the
Lhelsea Action Group, Socialist Left Federation or evena current Glascow
YOREHERS REVOLUTIONARY LEAGUE (organ "SOLIDARITY" issye:] bi-monthly) and
GHany otgﬂygu This historical section will only trsce the main groups and
Jevelope, which led to the formation of the present Hevolutionﬂry Communist
Party (see Appendix I,)

Position in I936.
By this time thres groupings had evolved: -

IDLEY a

re F.ARIDLEY (now cogarded as the ms
lously met Trotsky, Later broke wilin hish

o,

Marxlat Lesague. Leading people we
I.LoPe theoretician. Ridley hud pre

Ay
declaring vitterly that 'Trotsky had stolen his ideas )y HARRY WICKS and
HIGO DEFEAR. Organ "Red Flag".

1) Harxlst Group. RﬁﬁﬁKﬁthH&ﬁI&KK&KEXEXEZKKKEKRKKKXXXXEKXHKKK&WXXKKKKKX
XKRKRKXXKKKKGEEBRKNXXMERGXREXXXEHM&KXK&XIXXEXXXﬁXXKNXXEXKXXKKXXXXKKKX&X
z EMXE&ﬁﬁ&ﬁXXgXﬁHﬁKXKKKXKENKKKKKXWHKHXIHXXKKHKXXKGXKKHXMXXKXKKR&EKIX
. SEXURXHY XAMAXKAEXIKERMNX X Led by C.LeR.JAUES. Orgin "FIGHT". James had comé
over with the Weat Indies cricket team. Was "Timnes" cricketing expert.
S2ld to have been drawn Into the movement from reading Trotsky's works
Lent by 5.5.Silverman M.P. Ragarded by J.R.Campbell in "Soviet Policy and
its critics” as the foremost Briiish Trotskyist theocretician, James 1in
1937 wrete "World Revolution" published by Secker & Warburg. Later he went

]

Yo America and split off from the main body into obemcurity.

2} Nilitant Group. Leading people were D.D.HARBER, STARKEY JACKSON, JACK
WARMAN, VALl GELBFERN, MNARGARET JOHNS, ROBINSON. Organ "MILITANT". Apart
fromlondén, groups and contacts were in Leeds, Glascow, Liverpool, Coventry
and Nottingham. The Glascow grouping had published a Jjoint document with
thd Anarchists. Notes on some of theee leaders are of interest. HARBER and
JACKSON were continually at loggerheads. HARBER ovned houses @k in
Erighton, studied in the British Nuseun picturing himself as mnother Lenin
- & pose typlcal of many Trotskyist leaders. At ine outbreak of war he
returned to Brighton, terriffied of be ng{g;lled up ~ managing even up to
the present to keep out of the war _ e 470 Insurance Agent's business,
How on the Central Committes of the Revolutionary Ceommunist Party and
Pditor of the present "NILITANT". JACKSON, 2 criminal element, lived dmik
latar in Nottingham, Served Jail sentance for opening ganmeters when gas.
callector. Ex-C.P. nhad been to the Soviet Union in 1927 with the Y.C.L.
delegation. Turing the war went into the Army and reported killed,
MARGARET. JOHNS was on the District Committee of the Shop Assisants Union,
London Trades Councilr and London Lavour Party. She wmasn directly apprceched
&{eﬁzgggxzqyoraison HUJ‘USCQ agalnst what he considered wers Communist
cleme Shaffren the Stepney Labour Party Secretary used to approsch
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Trotskyists in Stepney for the same purpose) , Cohabited with ROBINSON
and was Bijtor of "MILITANT", Her house at 7 Southwark St, Wds a regular gx
meeting place for the Trotskyists. This ET0uUp used to senq certain or
its members to Interview Trotsky . COLLINS did sg in I93s5,

The Miiitant Gps hada few People in the I.L.P. led by Arthur Ballard
aocw owner of the Socialist Book Centre, Strand W.o.7T, Neverless {tg nain
gphare or activity und penetration was {n the Laboyur Partywhere {t called
itself theMILITANT LABOUR LrAGUR. MeLal,

berspective was Tormulated on
the basis of the following main bropositions:

» That the maag of the Working class were entering a period
of transition Trom reformisny to revolution,
2s That this would find itg 1ain expression in the Labour
Party as the mass workers party.
d. That 1t was necessary for the Trotskyists tgq take hold orp
the Tising discontent with reformiasp and canalise it into
revolutionary channels.,

They saw as ita chief danger
¥ront campaign which itselr

Levourites, An additional factor wasg %Fg dissolution of the sSocislist
League led by Sir Starforg Cripps whicly %he Tebel Labour Party members
#ith no means of organising their Opposition to Transport Haouse,

the policy of the C.P,

with 1its Popular
threatened to take hold of

dis&llusion@d

the wmilitant Uroup sought to develope the el L into g broad lert
¥ing movement withinthe Laboyr Party whita retain suffient fl@xibility
0 enanle it to obtain of ficiel Tecognition frop Tra:
salie tine they could yse it as @

HEport House. At the
recruiting ground for
Jrgeniasstion broper

the Trot skyist

Placed great hopes on the

) te the U IL.1., and formegd a youth M.L,I,, withits own béper the
th Militant® for this Purpose. This was g I6 page duplicated vaper
shed Gporadically anddistributeq entirely within the L.L.,Y. The
litant® was. publishegd monthly und Never reached g c¢irculation of m
ran 3000 mzinly on the basis of door to door canvasses,

2 debt with the printers and the name of the publisher
imes, the paper being taken to different brinters,

recruitment or Lavour Learue of Youth

ore
It vas constantly
vas changed any

he & consequence of the M.L.L, Pérspective the Militan
tiemnt te Penetrate into either the C.p, pr the I,L.Pp,

t Group mads no
During the 1936 period the C,.p, Popular pront policy produced g ferment
ithin the ranks of the I.LePs The Revolutionary Policy Committee led by

uilen and CGaster entered the C,p, Other sections Gugmented the Trotsky}sta
izgusted with the 'bankruptcy' of the I.L.P, laed&rship.

oW Lhe Workers International Leugue arcse,
During the same period RALPH Ly from South
eederghip of the Militant wnicn Wihg now 60 sty
Doyt mapper exgrerbated bersonal differences
20ther of the innumerables splits inevitabvle,
i Gelbern also Trom S,Afr{ca

Africea ot dnto the i
Agong, His dictat or a1
Lo the point witlch made

The Final straw cane when

recejved a Teport that Lee hed abscondeqd
X funds froum wetal trade unions in S.Arica,

in 1S37 Lee pulled 20 mepbers out of the Militant Sroup to forp the
iTkers International League(W.I.Lq) Which was at ripst Onily confined tgo
¥ Paddington arema and later Doseesned g 8lrong group in St Pancrus,
ading peonle R.LEE, GERRY HEALLY(@X~PaddingLon Y.C.L,), JOHN HATCH now
T F Irdustrix &énd Political Orguniser, JOCK HASTON and TED GRAI? (alsmo
Tom SeAfrica)

Welll,, composed of Founger elements had an ageressive policy which
trasted with tha Sectarian mehhods of Previous g?Bﬂﬁings. From the rirat
Lol 82t 1501t towards uilding @ mass party, i the distuptive roje

td:;c Ar;iskyists considerable Success gp examination

carly po Cy me ention as {t ives a ke to i
ok el o P g Y understangiy

3 8uccega: /
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i) WiI.L. had ample fundes from the beginning provided Dy Lee.

nis wife Millie(Mildred)Lee hada good job a3 & hat deesigner
and also contributed l1iberally. Immedistely had & Printing
preas and received loads of free litersture from America.

2) Broke with the Militant Group's policy of merely being a
Left Wing in the Labour Party. Placing its emphasis on:
8) open propaganda work
b) work inside industriasl working class bodies.

3) Opposed Militant Group policy of nect wanting to work as &
frection within other orgenisations. W.I.Le. adopted this
method as & favourite one for recruiting. Thus went into the
C.Ps, Y.CoL., N.U.W.M., I.L.FP., Anarchist Federation and No-
Conscription League. In this connexion saw the Y.C.L,: as &
particularly field.

4) Its penetration into the I.L.P. had a double motive i.eo. to
grab the mont able elements and to split the IT.L.P. 80 that
the bulk of the membership would break sway from the leader-
ship and enter into the r ﬁks of the Trotsktists. In a short
space of time W.I.L. swolded up the London I.L.Ps Guild of
Youth comprising 90 members. Fenner Brockway's comments are
{1lominating, "The I.L.P. Guild of Youth afser bheing almost
destroyed in turn by the Communists and Trotskyists, is now
building well on a clcar.cut revoelutionary pbbicy". (P.246
“Workers Front". Secker and Warbvurg, 1838)

5) Policy of deliberate poaching. Sent leading pzople up and
down ther country;Shanghai-ihg theminto the W.la.l. Ralding
parties annuelly¢sent to I.L.P. Conferences for thés purpos:

(to cthier Trotskyist groups)

6) W.I.L. was the firsi Tfotskyist organisation to circulate
internally = profusion of theoretical documents and went in

' for printed pamphlets (includéng translations of Trotaky's
articles) in & bigger wry than had previocualy been attempte

Organ, "Youth for Socialism". Also s80ld the American "Socislist Appe
which it received in large quantities. W.I.I. did not publish its own
"Socialist Appeal®™ until 1940 when war conditions prevented the sendin
over of the U.S. paper. At first monthly , the 8.A. from 1943 onwards
appeared fortnightly. Andrew Scott(Paton) Eddtor in I940 when he wrote
nearly all of the articles.

Ths only case of a breakawany from W.I.L. was the Leninist League
“pritish Affiliate of the Provieional International Contact Commision
for_the bu%lding of the NEW COMVUNIST (FOURTH) INTERNATIONAL". Thie is
2. Glascow 'left Trotskyistl' outfit of insignificant importance. The

Lreakaway waes led by a Central Committee member McGRARTH now owner of
Peuples Book Service, Noel St. W.T.

Politically the line of the Workers League wes a crude form of lefti
calculated to appeal . as the Fescists .. to the most backwardx elements
thus the tons of the "Socimliest Appeal®™ was, and is, strident and sensa
tionnle While the masa of its membership waes not even working class 1%
phrasemongered with the most hallowed Sociellst sentimenta to capture
unwary workers.lt distorted the Popular rront policy to appear &s if it
was naking & deal with the capitalists et the expense of she workers, ¢
"socirlism nowl" es the magic solution %o sidetrack the main issue of
sepport for S8pain and for a Eeace/?hgﬂ the moximum number of allies we
required to stem fascism and wars. Always hysterically end violently ant
Stalin and anti Communist Party(lieverless leading members= Had a sneakir

envy of the C.Pe. and often attenpted to model their tactics and organis
tion on it).

werpation of the:Revolutionery Sociel iat League(R.S.1.)

“his took place in March 1938 as a merger between the Marxist Leagus
and Marxist Group. Both had been in favour of vpen work but against wa
in cther organisations such as the I.L.P., C.P., or Labour Party. Lesad:
people of R.S.L. were JAMES, DEWAR, WICKS, AJIT ROY, SARA, HILDA LANEsa:
vooD{married to one 8f Fenner Brockwey's daughters) . Organ "Workers Fi;

-

Bditor JANES.
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Tt Januery 1939 & further fusion took place, This time betwemn the
ReBelis and the Mllitant Groups. The new organisetion being called for a
periocd the (united) R.S.L. Leading people JAMES, JACKSON, HARBER, WOOD
(Secretary) « Orgen renained "Workers #ight". There were groups in Cardiff
and swanses in mddition to the others. The .G, people still hid thamselvy
ap the Militant Labour League inside the Labour Party and did not smttain
recognition by Transpcrt House. In fact were expelled at the 1940
Bournemouth Labour Party Conference (Ufficirl nepolt Pe27)

/

For the.Labour League of Youth Conference in larch 1339 the ¥ilitant
Broup printed 800 copies of "Youth Militant" but few reached the branches
A% this Conference the Trotskyists had I6 out of I20 dzlegutes. The
Conference of the M.L.L, was held st the beginning of 1829 in the I.L.P.
") Bedford Rd. Claphem North with an ettendunce of A0_70 delegutes, The
total l.L.L. membership never reached more than 200 nationallye.

Py

Rev

blutionary Socialist Party.

i

Set up early in I938 was an Bdinburgh grouping which had originally
followed aSyndicelist trend. Leading people were FRANK MAITLAND andTAIT.
Publications were under the heading of "TAit Memorial®, Teit's fether had
Lefft some £200 for this purpose, R.S.P, had small grouplings in Glascow
el Middlesborough., The Glascow grouping linked up with tne Glascov
Hilitant Group.

{fect of Fouth International Foundation Conference,

This took place Sept. 1938 in Switzerlnnd.. J.P.Cannocn the U.S.
Trotskyist leader came to England en route with the purpose of unifying
the British groups. He proposed formal unity i.e. W.I.L, carry on in
its own fashionwhile the other groups work in the Labour Party W.I.%L.
stouvd cut holding the view that before there could be unity there HAad to
& thoreough 'principled! discussion of differencea. The moguls of Welelw
wera: feeling theirr strengh and would agres to unity only at thelr own ter:

At the Foundation Conference HARBER, JALES
signed agreement. with the F.1, on behalf of Go, R.S.L,, and R.S,P.
vectively. W.I.L, was left out and the R.S.L. became rec 1lzed as
the British Section of the Fourth Internstionz=l with PRt full politiecal,
moral and material support from tuhe F.I,

MAITLAND as Pritish delega:

o]

By 1941 WeIo.Le claimed to have planted Trotsiyliasm in TIrelend and had
swellowsd up the ReS.P. (which now becams the Edinburghn grouping of W.I.L.
and the volutionary Workers League. The R.W.L. was a grouping which had
broken awvay soon after the formetion of the (united)R.S.L. They were a
Highbury crowd, led by ex~-C.P, member ARMSTRONG T.Bexr, HILDA LANE and

" HILDA PRATT. Before merging with W.I.L. published "WORKERS FIGHT® for -
itself. A Southall group under the leadership of SID BIDWELL, prominant
N«UsR. member, also broke away from the (united)R,S.Ld and joined W.I.L,
in early I939.

In I339 R.LEEE returned to S.Afica leaving his wife NILLIE LEE to
carry on and his brother HEATON LEE who became Worth Eﬁ&% R.C.P. Organisex
HeLEE also » South African was recently juiled and £d¥ad¥eq together with

Hoston and Tearce,
Revolutionary Commnist Pagty.

Towards the end of 1243 the International Sacretariat of the Fourth
Internat ional sent an urgent call to Britian for unification, This call
vas not only in the form of letters froam the I.S.{(under the gignature of
MARK LORIS) TERENCE PHELAN, a Jjournalist, who had articles published 4in
the "FOUTH INTERNATIOUAL" wes sent over to see that fusion was effected,
WeloLe overtures to R.S.L. were now accepted. R.5.L. hnad by this time
conglsted of three factions 1.2, Militant Group, Left Scclalists.in the
Lebour Party and the Trotskyist Opposition (Te0d) v TeO. wasa originally
& W.ToLa fraction within the R.S.L.l.Inside the WeT.L. opposition to
unity developed. The revolt was led by Healey and joined Ly COOPER of the
TeQs &nd mrgued - from their point of view correctly ~ that the WeloLy
leadership hed retracted from the I938 pesitdion of thrashing out
differences before fusions However the Healey minority were defeated,

Up to fusion W.I.L. rezarded the period as one 4in which they were




U 11d1m cadre for the "OJni'l‘:’ revolutionary perilod when the masses
y ¥
Swmould turn to t.hcm to lead the revolut ione.

On the basis of fusion the Revolutionary Communist Party set up on
Yarch IT.I2th 1944 as the British Section of the F.I. At the Fusion
Conferenwe Phelan sent greetings from the I.S. and the Aumerican
SOOTALIST WORKERS PARTY. W.I.L. showed itself to be by far the most
vowerful trend by steamrollering through a1l its resolutions. low the
P, came to be adepted is ol iInteredt; the reason of ficially
the April ”SOuivList Appeal® was that"it was neon%qﬂ1g to rescue
JCoamanist Party' which had been sullied by the Sta 2liniats" . The
% that the Joint Hegotiating Committee which had been set up to
uch quoationo recrommended the name of "Havolwtionury Soclalist
2L use of "Party" being deemed 'unprincipled' and one the fused
Hrvﬂn*zdulon could OH3J 2im to reach.However at a J.M.C. just belore
fuﬂxvn)}Lajton came dovn with the big stick and p)L forward "Revolutionary
Comuunist Party”. He said he had qut coma (rom Cornwall and found the
ath were being attracted to the Comnunilast Park«.

Tven ofter fusion the WeleL.ltes remzined dominant. Factions were

diﬁtznd%d and replaced by mixed groups. Within each group the ex.V.I.L.
sembora seelcing to ontxul policy, and steps @@an to absorb the remaining
;nﬁ?nbﬂd Trotskyiat groupings. Overtures were made to the old guard of
iﬂr“V WICKS and HUGO “F“NR(Who had stayed in thc “attersea I.L.Pe 83 2

4 Wing within the Independent Lmbour Party) and to FRAIZ MAITLAND who
d pone into the Arny, made a Corporal and disc quo»d "for political
casons" (now active in the I.L»P.) DEWAR has become T.L.P. Parliamentary
Candidate for U.Battersea and Reg GROVES Labour Party Candidate for
/3}egbu ~y.For this constlituency UrOJCu was delegate to the Birmingham
*Victory for Socialism" Conference .~ his was the one speech singled out
For prai%e by the "Daily Sketch® ~% Sept /44

N
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wusion has mssured the Trotskyists in Britian of a single, unified and
ompzct organisation. The Revolutionary Cormaunist Party has 4_500 menbers
a sale of "Socialist Appeal" claimed to be as niph as 20,000 also
kum-tioa] b:3.5.4:9,6 4 montrﬂ "Workers Internationel News". In an

nmetery situation the RJ.CLUP. with its leftist and socialist
;vgogic pifauBS is ca;u:le cf great ctuel and potential danger to
ing class viz. the PBarrow Dispute = 1 which is
IS

@ o
o
p=- D
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the Albion Stri
There is no doubt that this consolidstion hes consideratle

them and that greatl vigilance is necensary in order to isolate
these pernicicus elemente,
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