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THE CRISIS OF THE FOURTH INTERNATTONAL AND QUR TASKS .

Document redrafted for d;scusszon snmmcr'1983 - Cunllffe &

i) Prectlcal experlonccs and tests of the polmtlcﬂl p051t10ns of tho
various currents of the Trotsky1st nmovement have proved even in the perlod
8inco 1970 that there i3 an urgent nced to rcganara%o the Fourth Inten-
national politicalTy and reconstruct it organisationally. We have seen
in that period the USFI majority sponsor guerrillaist adventures in Latin |
America and tail-end centrist, - ultra-loft and Stalinist forces in Europe.
We have seen the samc comrades make subsoquent abject sclf-criticism of their
Latin Americon policies, We have sccn the isupporbers of the Amerdican SWP /11
(and. the Fronech 0CI) carricd along by thae frandulent Mdemocratie” rhetoric
of awitch-hunting Socialist Party lcadership in Portugal in-1975-6¢ and
-we ‘heve seen the same SWP refuse to defend the most basic of -democratic
rights of the Simon Bolivar Brigade against the Sendinista lecadership
in Nicaragua in 1979« We heve seen the SWP arguc in the early 1970s on
the need to build Leninist parties and not simply tail cend petty bourgesis’
guerrillas in Latin Americas we now sce the same party cxpressing the most
craven support for Fidel Cas+ro?s brhr& of popullﬁt Stalinism, and tnzl
ending petty hourgeo;g 1eﬁdorsh1ps in’ power in N1cmragua and Grenada. We
have secn Nahuel Moweno and Pi'crre Lambert proOIﬁlm 8 new 1nternat10nﬁl
grouplng, tho PIIG as a "tendency morce orthodox than over': and we have _
seen the FIIC ninc months later split again in'two, 10av;ng its militants —°
even more confused and dlvldud' We have cven scan our own attenpts at i
reforging the Trotskyist programme and developlng an intornational tendoncy
capable of fighting for it founder on thc rocks of scctarianism, .

The problems remain greﬁt. But there are opportunit1es to ‘come s Behlnd
the hollow trxumphﬂlisﬁ rhotquc and ad-hoc rcgroupmonts of the larger
tenddncies there remains an unresolved polltlcal Gr1519 which W111 Gnnﬁlnue
to undermine thosc ‘who ignore it.

2) Though it may appcar to take an orgunlsatlonal fbrm, ﬁhe crisis cf %he
FI is abovo all political in its content and its origins, A small and stALL
very isolatcd Trotsky;st movement hﬂs boen unable sinocc the war to establlsh
o coherent, “consistent and ﬁdequmte qn.ly51s ‘of “the many magor and complex”
ovénts thmt have substantially changed the world from the preiwar period
of 1938, With Marxists forcéd time and again to rospond from the sidelincs
or from long distence to stiugeles end developmente whioch; they. could-im
no way-influence or/controly. twin pressures camec to bear. On: the one handy
the pressurc towards cmpixical, opporitunist adaptation to - thc apparently
"progresgive! ! face displayoed- by thig or that section of the existing lead-
crships on theother the pressure towards sectarien indifference 1o the
resl complexitics and problems facing the workers! movement. These twin
forces have had a maaor 1mpact on the theory wnd practlce of our movcment
gince the ware 7
But though the: pressuros arise inevntmbly from-the obaectlve 51tuat10n
of Trotskyism and ite cxbremc disadventages, they have been compounded 3
rather than combatted by the leaderships of t he major-international, currants,
There hasg baen 11tt10 scrious attompt to hammer out a rounded programme |
and perspective  for the key struggles of the international worklng closs,
Instead each round of strugslce hog been met, eithor by stale formalacy, -
cmpty phrases and inappropriate slogans, or by cmpirical schemas, abrupt
about-faces, and adaptation to the most overtly "left" anmpononts of the
spontancous, movement or, the burcaucra atioc 1lcadership.
Time and agaln, too, the 1ea&ers of the main currents hwvc wun from
any. rocxamination or scrious debate on their own past prac%zcal ‘migtakes
and the lcssons of the movement's failurcs of analysis. This denics the
nolc in the movoment of dialoctical matorialism, which starts’ ‘with practice
and consta ntly rcturns to ity cnr¢ch1ng and d valoping the theory of the
movement § and it nogates the role of democratic contralism as “the mechanism
for enalysing, oriticising and dcvcloglng the practical work of t he
Marxist party. It leaves the movement constantly floundering in the same:
confu51on, stwg zoring £ om one blunder to tho noxt, vicwing the'class
struzgle as Henry Ford vicewed history, as “onc damncd thing after andtherty
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This introverted, misguided defensive attitude towards past experience
indicates a scotarian fixation on -presorving the marrow intorests of the
leading clements: of a grouping rather than any awarcness of how to develop
the group as a vhole. 1nd hulld u.SGTIOUS Her”lst 10"60rsq_g- :

At the samo “time a rofusal of suoh ICﬁdvrshlns to cxaming thelr own weak— 5
nesseos militates ageinst any scrious dovelopmonts on polltlcql Adspgucs where
the movement as a wholc has been deficiont for decades — such as women'tg :
oppression and the davelopmont .of Womon and sectlons of the Spe01alIy oppressed
into politiocal loadorshlp. -

This ‘samec sac%araanlsm, coupled” w1th the development -in some of ﬁhc‘lwrger
groupings { and "evon in som¢ ‘quite small ohcs) of a fixed: hicrarchy of quasi-
burcaucratic "leadors“, explains the incrcasingly frequent resort to exbremc
organisational ‘means to muzzle discussion and tend necy strugslos in organisations
which presont themsclves as "Bolshevik™. This in itsclf hag heavily contributed
to the scattering and to the thegretical poverty Of,uhe cadres and grouplngs
of today's “Trotskylst movement',

3) Despitc — or rnther because of -~ such profound polltlcal wcﬁkonessos un&
organisational dictatorship, . the Trotskyist movoment today, lilke a shattered
mdrrom, prosents itself %o the world as a chaotic mass; of fragments, each of
which may in the right light slint with at Tcast a fraction of the former
brilliance, but none of which in themsclves can,cver constitute or reconstruct
a viable and authoritative Fburth International. our org sanisation and our
co—thinkers intcernationally arec one of thoso fragmentss perhaps politically
brighter in spme respects, but numcr1cw11y smaller. and in no way an embryo
international, It is from no position; of detachment .or superloraty that wo
must recognise that never befowe. have therc heen so many ourrents jockeying
for the 11m011ght as "lo™ . Fourth Internationals and yet never before have .
those groupings appcared so inadgguate to the ta ask of g1V1n¢ 1oadersh1p to
the 1nternotlonal Class strurvle.

4) If the proccss of dmslntegratlon and‘dcc vy 1s no% Gountered by a sheyp
sﬁruggle foor programma atic clﬂrlfzcﬁﬁlon wnd roconstructlon, there is .o real
denger of o substantial losg of cadres, which would 1nf110t . subsbantial
reverse upon the stmugglc . for a vevolutionary international. Wo pledgo ourgeclves
to play the fullcai poﬁs:blc rolc in such a s%ruggic._

5) The two starting poinits for such 4 political Ffight arct Eb 1

(a) The recognition-that the essentisl principles ond method mappéd out:
by the Thascs of the first four Congresses of the Comintern and by the first
threc Conferences of the FI (1936 Confercnce of tho Movémont for the FIs 1938
Founding Gonferonce; and 1940 ‘Ercrgency Conferonce) retnan v111dity and potency
today. ‘ :

But alsos’ 5

(b) That the meny rich an& variod ovents and cxperiences of theiinterns
national workers! movement < and withiwm' that of the scetions of the FL —« in
the post-war period mean that the 1938 Programme in itsclf is no longor an
adequate basis to scourc the Fighting wnity of a revolutionary intornational
in the 1980s." A fuller and broader programmé must: be d velopsd as a guide!
to action in’ the ¢lass strugsle of today' end as a'test of the rovolutionsry
practice of Urganlsatzons which would wish ‘o play a role in roconstructlng :
the FI. - . ;

6) Sincc the drmftlng of the b051c Thescs on Whlch t he FT Yas formeld, thore
have been the variced puocesscs of the emorgoncc of. defecormed workers! states

in Hastern: EHuropey Asia and Cub there has heen. the suceessful liberation 2
of much of: the colonial world £ om the dircct grip. of 1mpor1wllst mle - and’
the cmergence in such strugglos of ncw. types of populist petty bourgeois .
leaderships posing ncw problems. to the working classsg the dcevclopment of
capitalism in the "boom" poriod hrought an increasc in the size, strongth and
militancy of the prolctarlat not lecast in the oxploited countries. of Latin
Americay Africa and Asiag end while the- Kronlln burcaucracy has gained in
military strongth rolatlvo to imperialism, ‘and in world-political weight (en~
abling it to act as an altecrnative patron to Third Horld regimes 1n'conf110% 3y
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with the dimperialist pow‘ors):,_ the' post-war fpom}iod-‘ has scen tho seme bureauoré,cy
assailed by ropeated struggles for political rovolution and suffer its owm
internal splits arising from conflict of nabional: interost. j

Tho sum total of those changes is a world substartially differont in
many rospects from the world of 1938 — so difforcnt as to make. the Transitional
Progremmo & crucial starting point ; bat ihadequato on its own, We must :
reject any notion of turning the Programme from jts original purposc - as
a guidc %o action — into a semi-Biblical, immutable toxt or ikon, which
would im practicé obstrict the necossary programmatic debate ‘and dovelopment
so vitally needed 45 years latocr. Such en approach — whethor it be tho opp-
orbuni st Thrsad chiront vorsion” (simply secking to Tegroup, in the 1980s,
"those who acgopt tho 1938 Programme") or thc wooden dognatist voraion (™the
world is basicaliy "§ho semc as in 1938") ~ runs abzoliwtely ‘apunter-id“the
method of ‘Marx, Imgols, Toenid and Trotsky, who Fearicssly oriticised in order
to build upon *tho political concuecsts of the past, i

7) Tooofton the post-war Protskyist movement has: shrunlk from a bold analysis
of mriéwrproplemsy Falling back on the ‘one, hand -upon Moxthodex" repetition by
roté of guotations Teonm Trotskyts wrilings, ory cconversely Lightnindedly -
U iunkingothe okd Troteicyisn™ in ja wanbon capitulation to cmpiricist.and.
opportinist politids in a:-complex.and Hostile political cnvizonmelts rad o
This confusidn has provided the framcwork of the aplites and fusions which
have,produced the chasticy divided Trotskyist movement of the OERE. Gn st |
A failure to grasp and explain the fowms fauken by the countern-rovolutionary
politics of Stalinism in overturning capitaliem in Easbern urope oponed widel .
tho doot for adaptation to Titcism and 11lusions im mags CPs from 1949 ‘onwards.
This in tdrn laid the political basis for the split of 1933 and stubsequont
confusion over China, then Cuba, cho, Unanswered, (the gsamc political’ probleom
still lics Dbehind the ‘political aceomodation by somé ‘currents to-tho Victnamesc
Stalinists today. . M. SRRSO Lo FarsqoTg odd .3« taog o thyic
A Fajlurc to comprchend the processes off potty bourgeois nationalist
strugglos, and a lack of any cohcrerd programme’ for prolotarian political
independence from such lcadorgining, formed the background Yo’ the false positions
on the Castro leadorship in ‘Cuba which split the Interndtional Committee -
omd stored up porpetuslly-rocurning problems for tho United" Scerctariat on
Mgeria, and a spate of struggles in Thoc 1960s and 197085 ° AROIwa
The muddlod end idcalist notions of Mandel s "now vanguardism" on the onc
hand a lapse by tho SWP(US) into reformist~stylc Glaoctoralism on the' other,
ensurcd that ncither main wing of the USFL was politically cquippg}'d- Yo offer.
a lead 1o the Portuguese working class imt the revolutionary cvents oF 19T4~6.

The SWP(US) tail-ending of the Porbupucse Socialist’ Party was cchoed in -

posgibly cven morc crass ‘form by the “"anti-Pabloite™ OCI, proving oned again

that anti-Pabloism is no guarantéc of aorrect politios. The uncorrected
blunders and adventurcs o Th o past had thoroughly disoricntated the majority
of the Trotskyist movement, = HICARy L ~ WoOROH £¥ S :

By, 1979 it was not so wmnck oy orokdems ‘which wrealked havoc on the Trotskyist
groups ~ it was the reenergonss dr e lay bt still unresolved, problem of '
orientation to polty bourgecis mablcializt leaderships - thig “time in' ITjicaragus.
History ropeabed itself, this time as Torce, with the SHP(US) ‘boldly endor-
sing tho.cxpulsion of dheir ‘owm Morenist Mgomradest from Nicaragua by tho
npovolutionary® Sandinistas: The USFI, with the departure of Morenols -

Bolshovilk Faction, found itscif split not into two but effootively into )
threc, since the polivical diwisiouns Betwoon the Buropean:lcadership-and the:

SWP have grown rolentlsdsly ag ine SWP has' boon gndkod firther into the pol= '
itics and method of Castroising Jeitigending 358 Trotekyist heritage “on rountes
And in 1981 the Sheorcticaly progrmpmable and pinotical bankmuptoy
of %“he sclf-gtyled Mortroioih rogroupunont,” $HE TLLG, was undelined when the
clection, of a, social demceratio soveranent in France bicw aside tho diplo-~

meti.o agreemente lahoricusiy consiiueted i ‘Gotipcndions’ documentss

8) We emphasise our wvicw that none oft the. wast arcoy of organisations now
proclaiming thomsclves Protskrist cvan claim any czZCiusive sclo as the polit- .
ioal continuity of Trotskyisme The organisational framucnintion of Trotskyist
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currents has helped worsen the political dlSﬂrrﬂy, by generating mutually
remnforcinm ono-51dedness. Sectarian selprroclamaﬁlon has mﬂde it worse
againe ‘

The TrotSkylst spectrum has' ocnormous ond obvmous uoaknesses. But it also
h as important strongths. Only within the forces that have struggled to
mevolop as Trotskyists is there to be found - however impcrfect — an attempt
consciously to combat the counter-revolutionary politice of Stalinism or o
to further the strategy — however ill-comprchended = of permanent revolution.
Numerloully, those forces have grown since the mid '60s and especially since
1968 as an cxpreossion of tho. crisis of Stallnlsm and the increasing milis-
tancy and self-confidence of the working class: intemationally.,

We fight for the rcconstructlon and pOllt&Gﬂl regeneration of the FI
by which we sum ups

(ﬂ) our rejection of any notion that we alonc can proclaim oursclves
to.be the sole continuity or reprcsentatlvcs of the Tpotskyist programmec
or "the" FIs

(b) our insistence that the stcps e lay a firm basis for unity
and ‘common discipline among Trotshy1st forces today arc not organisational ,
negotiations and réarragneménts betwoan oxisting currents, but a programmatic
clarification of tho movement on the main issuce confronting the proletariat
in its strugglos. The FI must be more than simply an assemblage of pcople .
who have not (yct!) botrayed the working classg it must be the living and
conscious organiscd form through which revolut1onarlos confront problcms
and hammer out a programme adequate to the tasks of todayts class strugglc,

9) Among the issues that must be tackled in, the dovolopmont of such a pro-
grammec, some stand out as particular items of controversy and confusion,

(ai The analysis of the.ceconomic orisis of capitalism and its origins
in the post war "boom" poriod, which so many ompiricists saw as the ond
of ecgonomic orises,. the dawn of fnco capitalism" or a "pcrmanent arms ccon-
omy", posing not the preparation of proletarian revolution, but the pursuit.
of long=term. structural rcforms. Nowadays fow can be found reasy.tc admit .
to or : defend the -long-discroditod theories of the "boom": but our movemont
nneocds thoorotzcal answers and a coherent grasp of the contradlctory processes
of the boom: as well .. as the forces mow at work within the global roccesion.
as well as. a closomr d1scu8310n of. tho relationship between probqblc future
upswings and the tempo of elass struugle.‘

(b).: The conkradictions, of Stelinism, which so confuscd. qnd dlsoracntqtod
the centrists of, the 19308 have heen multiplicd many times over by tho ox-
pangion of Stqlmnxst rule. into Bastern Burope 4n the 1940s, China and South
Eagt fgia in the 19508, and into.Cuba, as the Kremlin first Supporﬁod and
then gradually assimilated Castrols petty bourgeois 1eﬁdorsh1p in the 1960s,
Further complexities havo, ariscn: from the growing splits that have gshattored
tho pro-war Stalinist: monol1th, as national Stalinist burcaucrac1os, pursuing .
their own vested interests, have. boen incroasingly propared to clash and ;
ovon brosk with Moscow - following on Titofs split in 1948, Khruschcv's
- iseeret specch of 19564 and. the Sino Soviet split. The cmergence in tho:,‘
19708 of-an openly reformist "Eurocommunist" trend among the non-ruling CPs
. {under pressurc from the petty bourgcois intelligentsia and sceking a niche
in the capitalist Gstahllshment) was to a degreo camouflaged by phony
"democratie" phrases, which in turn engendered fresh illusions of a selfL
reform of.Stalinism among some Trotskyist currents,., Others have loolked,
to "broakaway", d1ssld0nt oY neuly-essimilated elements of the Stcllnlst
movement — ‘Tito, Mao, Ho Chi Minh, Castro — to cvolve under "mass pressurc!
in-a progressive centrist or revolutionary dircction. Some have imagined
thatiobjeetive pressurcs would push the lcaderships of the Western CPs into
revolutionary actions others have abandoned any hopes of existencc other
then ' as a submerged pressurc group inside such CPs.

The: post—war struggles for political rovolution in Bastern Burope — in =~
a manner enviseaged but never witnessed by Trotsky — raiscs additional :
questions of programmc and perspective that must be more rigomously pursucd,

. (¢) The new probloms posed by Stalinism are to a degree parallelled
by thc ney lease of 1life given by World War 2 1o the partics of social
democracy, With the forces or rovolution weakened by Stalinist and imporial-, -
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ist repression in advance of the post.war upsurge of working class struggles.
it has *ime and again been the roformist apparatus ( often more or less openly
assisted by ithe agencics.of imporialism) ‘which has stepped in and stempmed = -
the tido of militonoy for longo cnough to hold the linc for capitelism. '
The Trotskyist ropsonsc has tended to waver betwcen primitive" scctarianism
in the face of mass social democratic formations and opportunist capitul- "
abion, being sucked right into tho reformist opperatus itsclf, with dises— =
trous pesmliteidn betn Gacesil L ot S L . it b FOREhC 5,

(d) The third major political phenomenon which has grown in scope has
b eon tho omergenée of a baffling array of potty bourgeois nationalist™ -
movements in tho ex-colonial countrics and at the head of strugcles for
national solf-dotermination, Theése range from rndical sections of army officer.
corps, through to mass-based organisations - even ostensibly Marxist groupings,
left wing splits from Stalinist parties which can even appear spontancously -
to echoAelﬁmﬂnts:Qf'thq‘ErdiSkyisi[analygis”by_policy. In the face of this
kind of challenge, and the damaging wgakndsaﬁci_qutskyisf'fﬁrces‘fh the"
countries of the Third World, the pressurcs towards opportunist adaptation
have begnmpariicularlygsﬁrong,:In placé of devgloping coherent and principled -
glogans, tactics and orientation towards the building of a prolotarian load~ "
ership in tho given strugslos, fho tondcndy has been to rclegate Syoh o — OB
fight 4o tho indefinito future and prioritise instcad "sqlidarity" with the
existing potty bcurgeoisAQrgéniSations;an&gﬁheir-1Qadcr3hipsi o i

(o) A fourth, lecss discugscd, problem is the continued “bourgeois dom— -
ination of.the;labour movement in a number of countries — the most obvious
being the USAy but also including Argontina. The , rocont ' cmergence in Brazil

of the Workers Party, as o largo-sogle centrist grouping offering & political

alternotive for the working class indicares the potential for scricus work -
%o undermine, bourgeois dominationy but decades of work by Trotskyist currents
in the USA has left tho quostion of a Dabour Party thore more abstract in
1983 than it was in tho 1930s. Thesc problems must be confronted by ours: 7
movements _enmern 7 S et RS s O HOLUBIAOLTO OS.LT
(f)JRGV°1utiQnaf¥.étrugélﬁs?innconﬁral'and'LH%in'Amoriéa'havejraiée&
once ngain discussion om tho problom of broad, cross-class "enti-imperialist
fronts", To what degrec can lMarxists cndorsc or cngage in such fronts as
a sorious moans of oombatting imporialism,. without politiocally disarming
the proletarian forces and repeating tho disastrous Popular Front cxperionces
of Chilé and Spain? How tactically is it possible to relatc to she militant.
fordes alrcedy involved in such fronts, while preserving political indepen~ .
denoe® Y Sl el 2 1 o BB B rodar FRf R s
() Related to this is tho problen of the rolationship between democratic
and transitional -demends. Tn Portugal in:1974-6 this problem centred on, TR
th ¢ 1ink between tho domand for a genuine Constitucont Assombly, independent
of the officers of the Armad Forces Movomenty, and tho fight for mass=basced . .
soviots «4n the Workplaces and working class disbricts. While tho SWP(US)
and OCI throw their ¢norgies into promoting the "demooratic! call .for a r
Con&titucnt Assembly, and derided the real movements. that were taking -plaace
towards ‘workers® controly ithe USFI majority shamelessly. tail-ended the AFM's:
moves to cstablish phofiy "neighbourhood councils"-as “"soviets" - under their
control. But the problem is hotr-simply one of- past history. The building
of an’ opposition to Khomoinits bloody regime: in Irang the fight agoinst
rigbh wing aictatorships across the Third World and.in Turkeys end the.
strggle against Stélinist roprossionsall:raise sorious problems: in The!
relationship botween democratic, ‘transitional and revolubionary domands,
ag well as the development of prolctarian pethods of struggle and proletarian
loadership fighting for democratic deniands o oo : o r s ieang
(h) ‘Among “the most contral of democratic demands is tho cquality of
women, and their liberation from soxual oppression. Conspicuously,few of
the moin ourrents of Tretskyism lave devoted eithen theoretical or practical
cffort towardﬁ,devélbpment'ofda.proletarian'pOQSPQinve for women's libor- ~
ation. For similar rcagons, though women have been rccruited. to these. e
organisations, most” remajn subordinate to ‘the central, male-dominated,
1ayors of 1leadership, - fulfilling rank and file dutics or orgenisational
donkey work, This is a major challonge in-the reconstruction of the Fl.
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(i)‘Ean.somQ of thosc organisations which have struggled to devclop. |

a fight against women's oppression have pplled back from the all-out struggle
against sexual -opprossion involved in fighting for gay liberation under :
capitalist and Stalinist rulc. The Amorican SWP, aping Fidel Castro's state
propagonda,s - denies that gays are oppressed in Cuba, while its trade union
members_succumb. to generalised backwardness in tho USA. and abandon any
fight against anti-zay bigotry in the USA, Other organisations accopt. or
conive at. anti-gay. bigotrys some oven echo it within their own ranks. Such
positions -. o failurc to. combat bourgeois prejudics and morality — amount
to a rofusal to fight for the full. democratic. programmc. They must be debated
out, if the movement is fo be eguipped to champion the strugeles of tho
mogh, OPProsEeeryn 11 - il pnpe s s R aiges e S :

" (3)-A further dimension of the democratic programmc is tho fight for
the sclf-detormination of oppressed nations, and its rclationship to the
strugglos of the working class. Particular probloms in this context include
the development of. a progremme for the unification of Ircland and the
liboration of Palestino from Zionist rulc. But other probloms of self-
determination arise in the casc of nations oppressdd by Stalinist burcauc-
racisc — wiphin the USSR itsclf, China, and the cascs of Kampuchca and -
Afghenisten. Thesc issucs have boen barcly — if at all — disoussed in o™
programmatic context within the Trotskyist movcment. RSL ©

(k) Therc .arc many other political problems to be conf ontcd: not lcast '
th ¢ devclopment of a serious Trotekyist programme geared to the necds
and problems of tho workers and peasants of black Africa and ‘continentel
Asioe But:.an immediate. problom that must be resolved is the typc of organ-
isation mequired of an authoritative Fourth Intornational., A dccisive move
towards democratic: contralism, in which the rights: of minority tondencics
and factions arc acceptod in the contoxt of the binding authority of
majority. dccisions, must. run alongeide the dovclopment of a sorious
prolctarian orientation contred not simply on sanding petty bourgeois members:
into memual: workers! unions, but:.on intorvention, agitation and organ— °°
isation on an independent programmc in the mass workers' movoment of cach. '/
countrye. . % ‘ ' T

10) Somc ‘eurrcnts calling thomsclves:' Trotakyist have hardened into positions
and practices which make them definitively lost o rovolubionary politics.
Gorry Hoaly's withered, witch=hunting "Intcernational Committee" is now raet- .
unced %0 the role of a prostituted political appendage of bourgeois and pobly
bourgoois 11iddlec Eastern demagogues, The Posadist, and now the Spartacist :
organisations, adapbing wholdsale to Stalinism, have now lincd up as apol-
ogists and advocatcs of Stalinist countor-revolution in Poland. - -
Other curronts) however, even if in most cases their wholesale political
reform is hardly to be imaginedy have sufficient political vitality Bo-
roquirc ‘us to pay attention to theém, scck discussions where appropriate, .-
and rclate tacticallys’ : ’ ; . , :
(a) The most numcrous and the closcst to'a healthy tendency at the pres-
ont time is’ probably the United Secretariats Founded in 1963 in a merger 2
between the SWP's supporters and th o Pa‘blo/Mandel Intcmational ‘Scexrctariat,
the USFI's long history of internal confusion and tendency struggles. has,
not genoratod much political elarityy but has at loast kept alive a rclatively,
democratic internal regime: and helped produce a collective leadership
lose then usunlly dominatéd by any perticular individual, But: the rapid
and contimiing political degencration of tha SWP(US) threetons to pull
the existing structurc apart, ‘end makes it nccessary to look -at tha
non-SWP USFI as a separate political ‘entity. : o 2 :
On, the credit sidc, the USFI as a wholo i the only major ocurrcnt to
have conducted discussion and practical work on women's liberation ~ though
much of that Work has folloticd “the adaptationist path of tail-ending petty
bourzoois feminist movements, and lacked any rcal proletarian contont or
startesy, USFL cadres and contacts appear 4o have played a positive role
in the Polish siruggles,:advancing the discussion on workers! control. .
~ though ‘the USFI itsclf m wes slow and inadequate in/raising the perspective .
of b uilding a rovolutionary party in ' Poland. ' : ;
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On Cuba and Vietnam, the non-SWP USFI showed some signs of an incrcasingly
ceritical stancc fowards the Stalinist lecaderships in the period following
their own belatod 1977 self criticism of the USFE‘S gucrrilaist 11ne An-

Lotin America from 1969,

And the "™urn *o 1n&ustry“ mnlomcntcd since the lato 1970s hes mcwnt
that large numbers of USFI.members in Europe hmve turnod, their backs on
white collar iand publi.service unions ‘and_are now in industrial unionss,

But on ‘the negative side, -the polities. they fight for within:these unions
arc still frequently generalised and abstract propagands:(enti-wary anti-— ;
1mperacllst) rather than agitational. Wwork geared to the development- of 1ndustraal
action and ncw 1ondcrsh1p. In industrail strgeles = liko other mass move=
mente — the USFI. are very ablo rlders of :bandwagong, but generally unwilling
or 1n0"pab10 of steoring them ox challcnging those in the. driving seate

‘The strong pressure from the augrc631vely Castroite BWP has crampe@ the :
beginnings of of political developmends: in the USFI on: the Cuban guestions It has
also shaped positions on Iran and on. Contral Americay where the USFI-1lcaders
g8till acoecpt and retail wlthout cr1t101sm the SWP!s adverts fro the "revol-'
utionany" lcaderships of -t he FDR/FMLN, Cuba, Nicaragua .and Grenada. ‘

The offensive role of the SWP makes it neam-impossible to convene: the
once-moremoverdue World Congress of the USFI, Wh“bh would almos% certalnly bring
tensions to .a hoad and recsult in a splite.

Still - after 20 ycars - lacking any. cohcrcnt qmtenpt at a programmntla ;
documonty the USFI's pojltlcs, in thelr strong and weaker p01nts~con%1nue
to be derived from empiricism and adaptation rather:than analysis or any .
wilIlingness. to flght form leadership against the strcam. Where the USFI, -
strikes a right note, it is most often because;thousands of others on the
loft of the workers! movement have. already struck it of. their own: qccorda
and where, the USFI gots it wrongs thoy are scldom alones & :

(b) Tha curront political situation of thc Américan SWP is porhaps best
summed up by the tcnor of National Secretary Jack ‘Barnes? (stlll unpublished) -
December 1982 speach hailing tho “revolvtlonqry" turn by the CP of Il Salvador.,
Barnes denouncés  "90 porcent! of Trobskyists as "hopcless sectarians', and
scts his sights-for a new revolutlonary intornational on the rulors of
Cubay Nicaragua' and Gronada (2long with' the Shivador CP and similor like-
mlndod folk) . Bﬂrnes' move to ‘cmbrace Stalinist forces in El Salvador as :
woll as in Cuba has run alongside SWP cndorscment of the Viotnamese IOadcrshlp,
and fits into‘a pattorn of "Iove Cﬂstro, love ‘his fricends" which has
meant uncritical attitudes to the Bthippian ropime, Khomeini's "Islamic
republic” ("revolutionary Tran), and the leﬂdershlps of the PLO and the’
Stalinist-dominated ANC of South Africa, The SWP's pross has defended the
B ulgarian bureaticracy against "1mpcr1a113t ‘conspiracy", and argued aﬂalnst
"imperialist 1ics" on “the Sovlot cConomic crisiss thc cancer of Stﬂllnmsm'
is spresdlng rapidly. ;

As part of ‘this political roallﬂnmcnt, the SWP 1eaders ‘have getre so far
as to discard Trotsky's crucial theory of permancnt rovolution, and reverted
instead 'to Lenin's discarded theoroy of the "democratic dictatorship of the
prolotariat and peasantry" so beloved by the Mensheviks and Josoph Staling”
Trotsky's bitter struggle againsit Stalin's countev—revolutlonary burcavcracy -
is reducéd in” Barncs?! Spoeoh to an 1ntereﬁt1ng collection of historical
writings, The Marx centonary saw the SWP give lavish pzaise to the NlcarWHuan,'
Grenadan’ and Gubwn "HWTXlStS", but only fleeﬁln = roferoncc to Leom
Trotsky.

“I% 18 pla ain that the SWHP rogards its toomrades® of the USFI with barcly-
disguised impaticnce and contompt. But in vicw of the fact that there is
little likolihood of Castro and co. launching the kind.of "revolutionary
international" the SWP would like to secy thorc is no immediate incontive
to complete a split from the USFI, which many SWPers would (correctly) sco
as a definitive bresk from the Trotskyist paste As it is, the last fow yoars
have seen the SWP cngage in a series of expulsions, supplementlng the resige .

nations of opponents of the current line and a burcaucratic Barnes lcadershipe
The peper has diminished in size, as has the SWP memborship. It is not clear,
however, if the cxpclled forces or thoge still in the SHP have sufficient
nolitical cohérence or resnlve *to moint anv kind of fight back or new sroun.
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(c) Tho rapmd emergenoc 2hd” browth of Nﬂhuel Horano's “Bolshovik Facﬁlon;"a
in tho lato 1970s' fiowed at first frém his substantially correot break .
from the positions of both the SWP(US) (Hangen) and the Mandel wing of the
USFI during the Portugucse’ cvents of 1974~6. . Morenos who had for many . .
years previously béen 'alTlicd ‘'with Hansen in' the Leninist Trotskyist Faction, . .
took shaprp issuc with i%s adaptat1on o the Socialidt Party in*Pertugal , -
and>it5 ‘neutralist'stance on the Iiboration’strugsle in Angola — where ..
the SWP-refused to' distlnguish botween the ant:—lmpor1Q1lst MPLA and the ~
[CIA/South Africen backed forces of the MLA/UNITA, In challenging this.
linc and szmﬁthneously attacking the’ andellte posat1ons in Portugal, _,
Moreno “woen''the overwhclmina support of tho LTF force$ in'Latin, Amerzoa, o
and this momentum, ‘backoed” up rith’ skilful organising, ‘brought tho rocrultment
direct to Moreno's Fﬁctlon o1 néw 1eftward-mov1ng ccntrzst group1ngs - mos%

“notably in Colombia and elsewhore in Latin’ America, s

In the ‘rin—up to the 1979 World Gongress-of ﬁhe USFE, “the sizc and . Ty
growth ‘'of the BF and #he vulncrable point on which ‘he had ‘Chosen to attack :
the Mandel and Hansen wings preclplt"ted a hurnled roqllgnment and the
merger, of the SWP"and Mandel wings into a’cdmmon "majority" bloc agalnst
tho BF, [Completcly new documcnts were commlsazonod for- the Gongress, to~
be drafted by the SWP leadership. The deal ‘was cemontod by tho Mandel wingts
1977 SéIf Critiocism of their previous guerrllnlst 11no on Latln Amerlac,_[”
which the SWR had’ opposed sincec 1969, - =

But insrcéad of sticking to his” lbrmoly corrcct 1n1t1al 1in6 of. attadk -
and drawing out the evasive nature of thé new “mﬂaorlﬁy" ‘documentsy “which
drow out no'assessment of the Portugucso even%s nor of almost any other
recont events in the’class’ struggle, Moreno veered off to moun’ an attack
of book length on the USFI "majority" document "Socialist Democma oy and the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat". Morono's line of argument amountoed in; ¢
many: 1nstanocs %o -a. Stﬂllnlst view-of the dlotatorshlp of $he proletariat
ond even, of tho Stalinist statoes. thomsclves Sy Which he argucs were. "o
thousand. times more democratic!.than. the boL+5001s dpnocraclcs adB, clowr
defiance not only of Trotsky's approach but of Obgucthu ro ?llbg.

Beforo .the. Gon¢rc5ﬂ +taok place, how&vcr,iho licaraguan. revolution. - ,
intervencd in- the proooedlnga. Moreno rapldlv assemblodA%ho "Simon Boliwar:
Brigade" of mombers.and Symp%thlscrs torgo to:llicaragua. and..follow ﬁhrough
the final stages of ‘the fighting.with the. orbanlsmt1on of trade unions ;and;-
it woe hoped, the 'bu:.lqnrp of a. prolctarlqn 1eedorsh1p independent -of the
Sandinistase In the cvcnt the.eivil war.yas- concluded fastcr than Moreno 1
and others had cxpected, wnd the Brlgade largely missod the flbhtlng. MK P
agitational work amonst the. prolctnr1at howevcr incurred the immediate o A
cnmity of the Sandinistas, who deported. the, whole brigade — some via Panama,., ;-
where they were roughed up by the cops, The SWP, grovelling to: the Swndlnist%
lcadership, publicly supported this expulsion of their. supposed.USFT
"oomrades” and arc widcly thOught to.have actually Erogosed thzs COUTSe . -
of action, Moreno naturally challenged this linc in the USFI, only to find ...
the SWP Substqntlally supported by the Mandelitesy tho, Bolshov1L Factlon
promptly spilty; before the World. Congross oceurrcd, :

The Morcnisis wore oppor%unlstlcwlly 301ncd at, this po:nﬁ by Plorrc
Lambertts OGRFT, which had prOV1ously taken llttlo or no.interest. in NlcﬂIE
agau and remaincd tﬁctfully silent on its owm agscssment of the Brigade. ;
Thore followed a whirlwind romancc between the BF and the OCRFI, and the A
formation of an ostensibly open "Parity Committee" om an"orthodox! pla%form,
from which 1nGCpondudnt forces werc in practicc, oxcluded, At tho. end of
1980 came the. launch of. thc Fourth Intcrnqtlon al Intornatlonal Oommltteo;
yot ninc months latecr this "orthodox" body foundecred on the rocks of tho
Mitterrand clection victory in +the. eutiin, of 1961Le: s

Morcno . had, drafted the cvasive "Thoges" on which tho PIIG vos 1ﬂunchcd.
Though: the document qpp0'=rs to. be. a. programmatic statomont, thc most Slgh
nificant fopturc is ite. omissions: it says. nothin on. Soclql demooracy,. .
popular- fronts, womon's rights ow gay rlghts. I% offers uscless hybrid, i
"compromise! pa81tlons on Stalinism and an unconv1nclng compromise on the .
trade union question where the OCI. and BE had long held bitter difforcnocsa. . -
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Appﬂrcntly in oxchange, Moreno appcars to accept Lambert's, bizarre viow of

—tho ‘post-var -coonomio-orisis, which insists that- there has been no “"real
development of: the’ productive forces, The documont as a whole was so Giplo-
matically constructed th at even affor the Spllt both S1dcs stlll 01amm it
ag their own,. 3

. ‘Sincec the spllt, Morono'° Tntcoriational Worlers Loasue (LIT) ‘has donned.
a mﬂsk of triumphelism (go1ng from surohgth to strongths gains from Spllﬁ...)‘
to cover over'tho obv1ous erisis which ho oﬂﬁuﬁ%‘ the loss of 1ts Italian
Zrovp, expﬁ151ons in Latin Amecrica and ap'iv:, B-chind its pub11o facade
of dcémocracy, Moronots: Faot;p1 ‘has engaged in bwioaucratlc measurcs and,

. gharp practiccs abmpﬂrablo with Barnes; Lambert and Healy. Has tondoncy,
funetioning with™“bravado 'and: panachc appcars %o, be still growing, not loast .|
i the mowly favourable conditions of Argentina, whore the PST has functioned
in clandestinity throughout the period of d1amatorsh1p, but where some of
the blggest gquestion marke hang over Moreno's politics, pwrtlculquy in
relation to'“tho' Poronist movement. Morcnots must be congidered the
1oast’ homogonous and rogimented, but’ also the most Omplriclst 1nd incon-
sistent of,the largor world groupingse.

(@) Piorme’ Lambert?'s intorhational’ grouping the FI(Intsrnational Centre
for Reconstruction)’ continucs to be heavily and ‘bureaucratically. aontrolled
from his power base in the French PCI (formor}y OCI), which is substantially
the’ 1mrgest "Mrotskyist! orgﬂnlsntlon in Prance with several thousand
mombers’, From the time that the Lembertists were driven out of the main,
Stalinist-ruin union confcderation the CGT ‘in"the’ 19508, and because of
their gcotarian char acterisation of the reformist CFDT as a el Tow™ unlon,
the PCI's main implantation in.the French labour movement has been through
tho small’ Forco Ouvriere Union, lod by right wing social democrat Andre = -
B ergoron. Deoades of” opporﬁunlsf ﬂdaptatlon to the FO loadership have
broucht the PCI ‘a’ large numbér of full-time and othor positions in tho
union dpparatus - antl ‘a récord of cons1stent1y voting to entorse Bcrﬂcron‘s
annual ‘report to FO' Conprosscs, This rolwtlonsh1p, owothor-W1th the PGI*
Teading wole in the sccond largest gtudont unjon in Franec = whore again
they work hand-in-glove with Sooialist Party bureancrats — helps aceount
for the continual adaptation of the PCI towards the Socialist Party 1cnderu
‘Ship in Francc and social ‘democracy internationally - though the PCI' ,
remains aloof from. entry’ work w1ﬁh1n the SP itself, The samc factors hclp ¥
explain'‘the PCI's shrill, ono-sided attacks on the 0P, - '

Huv;nr uncritically and enthusiatically promoted Mittorrandts oloctlon
campeign, and initially played down the now ¢ governments! inclusion of
bourgeois mzn;stere, the 'PCT at' £irst’ rostrlccta 1ts dcmands %o “top-1lecvel
action by tho! povernment, without spelling out any programme of independent
mass action by the working olass. B ut as the Bergeron loadership has Suuhg
into opposition to,cloments of Mitberrand's vicious ﬂuster1ty measures,
and ‘students have tﬁken up ‘the Fight against his cducational Mpcforms™,
the POI' has followed suity though i%s. pro*rammo remdins ‘o classical’’
combination of minimal dwaly aritation ‘combined with maximalist propaganda
for' Socialism and tho building of the PCI' as the rovolutionary party - most
reminiscont of Gerry Hoaly's WRP in the carly and mid 1970s, And, in
keeping with cthe 'same draditiony tho PCI ‘and its offshoots 1~nore the fight
againgt womon's oppression and for'gay rightse

Thé OCRFI's split/in 1979 with most of its Latin Amcrlcwn Podded! (sub—
sequontly to form the FIT) and its brazenly bureaucratic response to " tho
Morenist forccs in the 1981 split in the FIIC qunderline the notorious rolae ™
of the Lembert 1cadership, who have an ovil reputation for slander and vio=.
lence against political opponents inside and outside their own, organisationse.
_ The prosPGGts of such. a loadership entering any sorious dialogue with -
other tendenciesy in which their own past rccord would be open to . sorious
exemination, is minimales And the chancos of any substantial oppositiom
current alnlng the clbow-room.to wage a tondency strugglce must be lower
in the FICIR than any other 1nﬁern"t10n11 groupings

(¢) The Fronch organisation Lutte Ouvricrc has allioed groups in the US
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and other countrics. Luttc Ouvriore's political cvolution has been almost .
completely isolated from the main streom of Trotskyist orgenisations, and uhllo
they arc roady to digcuss ond cooperate (cf fheir currcht, joint monthly: supp—
loment with the, LGR), thoy do.so from 2 position of nrofound alicnotion  from
other Trotskyzst GTOUDS,, and detormined. opposition to. Mguick, £ix". 'rccon -
structions of the FI', Thoir politics arc heavily cconomist and informed. by
a perspective which is somewhat quietist and seectarian. — and catastrophist,
only the catastrophe ig always a long way off in the future(of their line
on May. 68, Portugal 1975, ctc). Their leadership, aided by a structure and
a semi~clandestine way. of operating which cnsurcs a rigorous scloction of:
reoruits and a top—cown functlonlng, have a situation whore while internal
discussion is quite oxtonsive and formally free, and LO comrades are, po: sitivly
encouraged to study the idcas of other Tendencies, there is an almost: total.
block on any serious quostlonar” of LO's fundamentwl 1deas, whlch arc mﬂtﬁurs
of moral commitment. (F
LO's posztlon on the duformod WOrkers' statea is. qumto dlstlncﬁ in. mot—‘:
ivation and analysis from. stac-capitajist vicws, but rccognises only- the: USSR-
as a dogenera atod worlkers! state, and rcgards. tho suhscquen% Stallnlst stwtes'
as bourgeois in naturc, ;

(£) The Fourth Internationalist Tendoncy (IIT) formod in 1979. follow1ng
tho split. from the OCRFI cf. £T0UDS including its %Wo mnost. important: Latin
Americen scctions, tho POR(Lora) of Bolivia and Politica. Obrera of Argentinay
2180 includes: smellor groups in Latin Amcrica as well a8 the Horkers League
of Palcstincs Tho PIT proclaimed itsclf at its formation as a democratic.. .
centralist grouping,.yoct has retained in pr10t100 a federalist structurc ;- »
comp¥Ficated still further by the profound "ational Trotsky1st" positions. :
of’ the POR, which despitec ~ or partly becausc: of « its own long histoxry
im the class struggle of. Bolivia, has littlc if any. political respect: for
the othgr FIT soctionsy regarding them cssentially as simple supporters off
the PORy and Bolivia. as the world centre of revolutionary struggles From
this; standpoant thg POR has failed. to play eny, scrious role. in constructing
or lopding the FIT. The international. face of the organisation thus tonds .
to be that of PO whlch —~-like Yorcnols PST. — is socking to oxploit the new
opening in the Argontlnc Sltuatlon through: thc lnunchlnb of. & logal party -
and press, . .

But our, most frultful relatlons with the FIT hﬂvo ‘boen throuch tho members
of their Palostlnlwn scct:on, the Workers Leaguo who -partly bocwuse of .
their goographical isolation from the main Latin Amerlcun scotions - have
shown themsclves far more interested in doveoloping an organiscd. relationship
with th o WSL/TILC ancly through articles for our press, lettors and visite.
have worked to susbain o dialopuce Tho WL in-addition appears. to be tho
only component of the FIT to. pay any. attontion, to tho role of - women: 1nd
women's liberations ‘

Our main problem in relatlnb tomthe FIT ~ which on meny polltlcﬂl 1ssues
has formal -positions. close, to .our own - is their Leaders! sectarian attitude
to the remainder of the Trotskyist movement -~ not least towards the WSL.
Discussions, have time -and again foundered when. we'thave Tu up against their
characterisation -of the USFI as "counter-revolutionary" - a miscrable hang— -
over ufrom -the ‘FIT's Lambertist paste In- addition, the FIT, thoush prosent -
as ‘observers at the founding conference of TILC in December 1979, has proved

unable to offer a reply to the TILC programmetic documents we arc told thatb
scvcrel drafts have ‘boen prepared -and rejecteds in practice, despite its
"demoeratic centralist" title, the FIT remains deeply divided and almost
paralyscd, reluctent to ongage in discussions which might cxpose and
probe their divisions. This makes political debate extrencly difficult. -

L (ﬁ) Another’ grouplnb openly laying olaim to exclusive rights on the
titlc "Fourth International™ is headed by Michel Varga, who 3p11t/was expelled
from Lﬂmbcrt‘s OCRFI in tHe eﬂriy 1970s; The main strength of'Varpﬁ's group-
ing has always ‘been its links in Eastorn Purope. The Vargaite grouping in
Poland succeedod in the heat of the Solidarnosc ‘strus: cles in producing
positive programmati¢ leaflots and stﬂtements, to Wthh we should have

given more attentions - o b - -

i
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But at tho same time, Varga's groups have gone in for cxcesses of selfe . o
‘proclemation, issuing wild calls for '"Huropena carworkers' conferences" ﬁtcnp
ded by handfuls ofiVargaites, announcing the "rebuilding of ‘the FIM to” tﬁke'*
place inrLisboniin 1§76, and since then proclaiming thomselves to be the EI.
Their Forcos have: atteined some size in: Spain - though dsgged by frequent = !
splzts, as militants haye begun te roject the scetarian,” often ultra~left: = ~
and Stalinophobhicy linc, Thcre seoms lmttle proSpoc% cf 1ny frultful élalogue
with the Varga leadershlp-

(h) 'TIn addition, thoro Tomain b larse number of Bmallcr'nonyaffillatod
"Tro»sky1st“ groups, Some are lcfﬁ—overs from the succession of splits and
fusions that accompanle@ the revolutionary. uPhQaVﬁlS of. the 19705: some are
national groupings. socklng, w;th moxre or lesg enthu51.$m, 3. way.ont. of
their, 1solqilon. Othors arc ne+1ona1 grcuplngs whlch ~seem_happy - to rcmaln that
waye . > [aon
For the tlme be1nb, thc prolzferﬂtion of 5p11ts Sad spllntcrs appears b
to, have holteﬂ -and_the "indopendent" groupings have been reduced in number: .
throuch a procgss ‘of . assimilation into. larger formﬂtlons; or through. plecemoal
d181nﬁ0~rat10n, dOmoral1s"t10n and dispersal of frmgmcntcd groups in the-
ideoTogical and programmatic chaos and tho, hwrsh obgcctlve conditions of .
the period. For the most. part, these groupings aro sectarian. in chﬂrmcter,-f‘
jealously guarding the dlstinctlvc positions which. justify thclr'lndepenﬂent
cxistonoce and reluctant. in the. cxtreme-to. conptemplato any nnlatlonshlp s o
whioh thoy arc less than a dominent magority,. Exampl og - include. thc Chilcan
LO (ox%-USFI) and Semarakoddy's, Sri Lanken RWP, bt

Othor scotarian groupings -.such as the degencrated elemcn%s neamntly
split from TILC - opt for the Spart101st”mbdei of intriguc, manocuvre and .
poaching of mombers from . rival groups coupled w1th selfhproclamﬂﬁlon, in.
prefercnce to. political and., progranmatlo aovclopment and. tho bulldlnb of
scctions. wzth real roots in tho. working Class,

Some, more epproachablo,groups appoar. on ‘the. othor hwnd to bo unﬁffillatea
lergely. by historical accidents Onc. example is tho Pabloite Frcadom Socid;st
Party (USA), vhich is kept. owt of the USTE largely by, tho. continued Sympam -
thising status of the SWP. Another examplo is %he remnants of, tho USEI

Loninist Trotskyist. Tendonoy.,

(1) The large Grant ('Militant!) group in Brltain and: 1ts polltlcal Go= 7-5
thinkers have subordinated theirw crstwhilc Trotskyist pokitions to theiw .
long-term adaptation to roformist partics and their leoaderships. Their combin-
ation of sgctarianism And Mobjectivism" ‘places them squarcly in the post=1950-

mainstream, though they add e distinctive politioal “clement dorlveu'from [
the Mrighi! ving in tho FT in 1944-48 (whoso  onlysother descondant ig the'’
British SWP) ThHeir vorsion of the "Parliamonteary road tosocialism" is a
cloar roflcetion'of tho'prossures of British sodinl’ democracy. Their abbitudes
make digcussions with thom 1mprobablo, %hOUJh tholr rmnks prob‘bly 1ncludd
many warkers ant youth worth wannzng. IRE

(3) Tho SWP—Brltmln and 1ts 1nt0rn“tlon“1 oo—thinkcrs hnvo rcoantly ,
hardencd their scctarian lmne on -the basis of economism . and mini-max" polltlcS,
Goupled with a profbunaly PuSSimISﬁlo an alysls of the British class struggle .
which has; persuaded them -to abandon their, once succcssful "rank and file™
grcuplnws, Probably the SWP itsclf has purged its, ~ranks suff1clent1y to .
make it impossiblc to win more than small groups from it in tho future.'

(k) It has been in thls context of dlsqrrﬂy mnd orgnnzsﬂt1ona1 GhuOS thni
own 1nternntlon 1l grouping, tho TILG

Founded in 1979, the TILC drew its political ocomponentd from two) main:
traditions¢ those who had broken from Healyism in tho mid 1970s (WSL,SLDC,
Turkey), and . who had @Gorrcctly broken from the Greck CIL over their
bigoted anti-gay positions, which reflected a gefieral political backwardncss
and attachment to Heoalyite positions and methodsyg and those who had been
through discussiong and thon brokepn from the Spartacist school of sccharianism
(GBL, LOB Chile). The Danish group, developed in close liaison with the WSL
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contained former: adhcrhnts of C1iffls Intcrnﬁtlon al Soclﬂlzsts.

_The launching of TILC bocame possible as a result of the persistent -
international ~work of the WSL in .the form of discussions and documents: on
the crisis in;the FI, coupled with regpect for the practicaliwork tre had
done in-therclass struggle in Britaine In' the aftermath. of tha 1979 6p11%
and World Congress of the USFI we issucd a progrommatic” draft and
convened an intermational conference, Thero TILC was formed as. a %ondency
which would intorvone in the world movement and fight for disoussions ..
towards the broader political and organise ational recons%ruotzon of the Fl, .~

But our launching 6 the new grouping came similtancously with the .
omergence of ‘the Morcnoflambort “Parlﬁy Committee", Trom. which, desplte T
our cfforts, TILC was oxcludecd, Our cmbryonic "tendency", which hag set its
goal as democratic ccentralism within two years to allow a period to test
oui tho positions of cach of whe groupings and win new forcos, came. under 3
heawy pressure as the attractive pulm gomeratad by the. ostonsible "oﬁtho&oxyﬁ
sizo, mpperatus and momentum of tho Parity Commlﬁtee:drev in a number of :
potential supportcrs of TILC, and eventually broke up, and sucked’ in Ehes
wholc Gh;leﬂn group, the LOB Faccd with a drying-up of extornﬂl conta cﬁsj
TILC bogon to devotc morc attontion 16 consolidating itsclf as a tonfencys
Though thls pro&uco& some valuablec d1scusslons and rCSQIutlons, its elso
led 1ncrcasln51y away from TILCTs initial ob;eotlve of intorvoning and
fighting for,a wnder dl%lOﬂuc in the World movemondt e By the time of Moreno 8
gplit with Lambert in.the’ cnd of 1981, it was- not only the WSL whlch
dragged its foet on any initi- ative for discussion,  °

It was at this junoture that the processcs towards fusions in tho USA
and Britein bogan to have their impact on TILC, The impact was almost |
completcly negativces Hindsight conflrms that whi%ic the US fuszon was 111—
aconceived from the outset, both ft51ons suffered through bein over-hasty
and 411-prepared, producing an immediate climate off fhcﬁlonmllsm and tension
which produced a, further turn inwards by TILC,. With no clearly agrecd line
of march for 1ntornat10na1 work in the new WSL, despite a highly promising
and productive TILC meeting in ‘Decomber 1981 +the work lost dircetion and
became bogged down by factlonallsm. Thls was furﬁhor compoundcd by the d:vh
igions ovexr the Malwinas weds' :

With no effective leadership being given ﬁo TILC, anc- its per5poct1ve '
of intervontbion and the struggle amonst other tendencies inereasingly
submorged, there wag a rapid slide back ' ‘towards scoctarianism by the RWL
and the Italian LOR. Summer 1982 saw the RUL banglng mow nails into the
coffin  of the ex~SLDC minority, and; turning its attention to the cultivaation
of a group of co-thinkers in Britain, The resultent fostering of a seot-
arian grouping inside the WSL further encouraged the RWL and LOR in their
attaocks on the WSLs The eventual travesty of a meeting in Spring T983 at
which the split in TILC was formally accomplished spelled out the extent
to which the political initiabive of 1979 had been turned by sectarianism.

into an organisational parody,
i Though nothing. further has been heard of the RWL/LOR/TAF wing of TILC
gince that mecting, it is obviious that the split is irrcparable, and that _
the fioction of a "Continuity of TILC" cannot be sustained by the sectarians,
ongt morc than the WSL, Sotialist Fight and the comr«acs of the PTT(USA)
can claim such contlnulty.
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Sostion 127I/13
The Fourth International today lives on in the form of different factions. Their

politic.s are generally centrist in nature, but with special features, in reality
these positions still do not reflect a complete brealk from the programmatic basis
of Bolshevism. Althorgh the SUP-USA currently functions pretty much as an
appendage of the Havana bureaucracy, and may definitely and openly adopt such a
role (depending on the results of the currant struggles), on the whole the
positions of the would-be Trotskyist factions do not re”lect directly the influ~
ence of social forces alien to the proletariat. This makes them unlike the
Stalinist, social democratic and also the centrist parties of the 1930s.

He reject as schematic those conceptions which, starting from the reality of the
centrist FI, draw the conclusion that all politically degenerated organisations
are irreparably lost to Trotskyism, and which extrapolate from theoretical,
historical or analytical differences instead of basing judgement on living
political and class struggle actions. The task facing serious Trotskyists is to
build a Bolshevik Leninist faction based on the political lines of the Theses and
Resolutions of the 1936, 1938 and 1940 conferences and on programmatic answers to
major tests of the class strugsle since 1940, expressed in a platform responding
~dequately to the current class-struggle problems posed to Trotskyists and the
-nternational proletariat.

But while rejecting the sectarian position that considers erevery politically
degenerated Trotskyist organisation as lost for Trotskyism, Bolshevik Leninists
must at the same time reject as delusory any hypothesis of a spontaneous evolu-
tion of the revisionist factions towards orthodox Trotskyism.

Instead it is necessary to engage in a struggle for the regenseration and Bol-
shevik reorganisation of the FI. It is necessary to promote the formation of
Bolshevik-Lenirnist factions linked both to each other and to independent Trotsky-—
ist orgenisations within the framework of an international Bolshevik-—

Leninist Faction, which must itself be based on democratic centralist methods,
both nationally and internationally.

Such factions should in general avoid engaging in splits. Instead they should

made the centrist leaderships responsible for any administrative measures -

such as expulsions - which might occur. Only a flexible, dialectical strategy
for it sregeneration, combining independent work in the labour movement with
factional intervention within the other organisations, whether formally Trotsky—
ist or leftward-moving centrist, will allow us to accomplish the complex provess

nich — through splits, fusions, partial regeneration and the growth of indenen-—
dent work — will enable us to reconstruct a genuinely authoritative FI.

For this reason we must - under the sole conditions of maintaining the
political independence of the orthodax Trotskyist faction - be ready to adjust
?%r tactics to concrete developments in the situation of the Trotskyist movement.,

e declare oursleves fundamentally opposcd to all thoge forces - empty sectarian
ultimatists on the one hadd, barren opportunitt charlatans on the other - who
attempt to erect organisational or spurious political barriers to a process of
discussion and programmatic clarification which alone can lay a proncipled basis
for the reconstruction of the FI. We call upon the nemberships and the leader-
ships of the organisations of the world Trotskyist movement to participate now

in the long-overdue struggle to confront and msolve the political oroblems that
have divided and rendered impotent the FI built by Leon Trotsky.

We have already tabled for discussion the document "The Transitional Programme
in Today's Class Struggle™, as an attempt to enlarge upon the principles and method
of the 1938 Programme. We remain open to alternative suggestions as to the form
and basis of discussions.

Our one clear and inflexible procondition is that we will in no wer commit
ourselves to rcgognition of any grouping as an exelusive continuity of Trotskyism
or as "he” FI. In today's manifst and deepening ciisis of the world Trotskyist
movement for any grouping to adopt such a stande is nothing more than sectarian
arrogance,
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