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ftro'misundensta.nAinge3 reply to E1ll,s ... Caeola,u/ffiff/Xtnneff
Iiead,ing on impe:.:r aliuli,: gome nOtesr r o r . . . ,3 Cr:.::liffe7iiinne11

'StruggLes agaiast the poLic€ rrr....cec..oo Dupont

S'ba,te::ner:t of tho Proletarian Talji-;. Tend.enoy (.-ti:e former
rn.lnori't y opposi'!ron wr-th:in tiie 1t,t.i,)

Conrment ou th9 TILC resolution on Soutb /rfrioa

Thg Labor.rr Party ...rr.er..........r..or-rr. El1is ':

Comrades ere asked. to make a
contribution of 20p if poesibLe
towarde the oost of ctuplicating
and. mailing IBs.

I'o-tt,r.:' :r't,.c<riui;ionc, am6nctrrenb;, disooss:i.on u i;ic1eg e bo.
slrrrrl.ci ir,.r c.r.;lb to the centr'e1 :i"f possibi-e Lyped. /vl on
EciLr.tr i': ;c:t6.1-Lsr



IlJO UISIiNDERST/NDINGS3 nEPIJY T0 ELLIS

Carolan, HlU, Kitmell

Elliets polemlo (tms fA) ig basoal on two nLsunderstaad.futgs.

1. Far from goposing that we drop the paper as a pre-emptLve t eubterfi€e I
a6ainst tbe ritch-hunt, w€ are proposilg that we thould fight to ma.lutaLa
the paper anal oortiaue it for a periotl even a.fter it is mad.e ritlegalr (lf
it ia)' See Carolante resolutiotr ln 1324: nla the err€nt that the lfiar:dst s
are outlaned W whatever prooeE6, rry proposal would b€ that the arristg
maintain the paper antt itE organisatlon as at preseat antl also E€ek
allianoes to oreat€ a aew publioatiou...t eto.

2. tle tlo lEopoae that !! dlespite our efforts the paper iE mado ril1egalr,
the x€ Ehould ttevelop another paper oapabl€ of orgarisilg the l€ft itt
tb6 IiP and fir6. &rt $e !99! it for gantetL - anq !{e tbouebt evelyone else
woultl take tt for graateEl tlatthte paper woultl eneble us to erpregs
g ideaE ailequate\r, arral that if oertain thinga oould not be EaLd ir tho
ffi"r tre would suppliment tt by magazin€sr pa,urphletsl eto (and the riI1ega1r

iaper for a pertod). A11 taotics, mdroeuvrea eto nake no senBE unlees tbe
teaeue oa.u eaintain its basio iileolog'ioal role.

Tbe strees we put on the irsue of being reat[r for taotioal na[oeuvres
on the paper, wlthout sectarian preoono€gtions, wae in reapolEe to
se\teraI- oom;des arguing that we rust maintain the prosent paper 99glz !!gg
ma,y antt thatr lf the wltoh-hrmt rou (whiob they Beem€d to take for
Fntea) then we shoultt go fo riI1ega1 methodg of workr.
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Rho&es, llffiri{ism alld, the oontna&iotions 'of' cl'evelolme"1t' both in New

I€ft n;vierno.8!, Ir{a67-Jure 1974'
If caqcloeo relresents a oauti.r:us and selootLve cll|itigrre of the Bal

ftantc uncterdEvelopnent thegy, tlamen '"p""uots 
the mos't extleme 'aL1'o'gt

. assault oa it. IIe a,rgues tl"i'"rpirfoat lviil,enoe ehows that tra maior: up'urge

.of oapit"rrim'r"-tfiia piao" rn-the Thircl llorlalr ud.tlrat on the"rhole

imperial.ism is 11keLy to B"i.rot" oapital.ist'd,eveloptlpqt tn.tbe Etdld' tleld'
The tunderde'felopmentr tUeon, is fitefy-to make eoliaLlets'ctupes of [hirtl
WorLd. to*S"qi"-iuti""ufi;; (Wtr""t" book' rmnttonecL ahow ic a Longer

..deveLopmen{ of the eane argument)'
: : : Smanuel is the ""til;'-;i 

qt' loflp?n!|al P9"I-!:Fequatr 
Eohansett

sew Irft 8.ffi=igiilr--dif'anaryses imperialism lu terme of exohanse reratlone

favourtng rioh cormtries 1i.Jl-i["y-e"t'hi;h iloeE.for--their pnoclucta) an6

exp1ottins,poor aourtriee (i."r-{frty-g€t 1or nric-e:): (P" pol'itical conol'ue-

ion is that-;ih"-;"i;"di.ii;; i;tir"E" olassLe uitirinrthe advanoed oountries;

whioh stili qnd.oubted.Ly oubsist, harre nerrerthelege bdoome hietorically'
seconclary. lItre prtnolpal, oontradiotionl anct clriviag feoe 1T-:y5:1 *"

' benoefortu iocaiea inithe realm of international eoolomio relatlons"J'
IIe'oonoedeE to l{arlren.ttut there tas b"en a t$ave of industrialieatlont

ia. the Urfra-Wonia, ana "6-iltpovement Ln the bargalning posltlon of lo*
oorrntries rrie-arvie foreign resolr,oe oompaniesrrl which some have ranted to
dergr out oi-aos*iisrn. ue-ag;*" trr"tr- tlitre' rreri apiva-l of foreiga o4ital
in a oouhtry..I """f"*" oo-a"*'lops the ooqntryl juet ae mloh' eE anfi other

i"pft"il*itt"t more nor lesst. Blt he ,rguee,ttral t{amen eraggerltes hla

etit r stic"-: ;A +ili ""rrd 
capitalist lnequa],f W _f s se]'f,-reproduoirg

beoause new oapitaligt lnvestmint ri]l generailgr'fl,or more to riober 8r:€8sr

Iilouiohael and. othsre algo critioise l{a$enrs use of figures. Ilbey

o6nelucle that: Doapitaliet d.evelopment in the fhircl World..totta0r meal0s

d.epenctent growth in a 8maL1 ptoportio:r of oountriee, for the benefit of a
sma.lI poportion of the populati.onrr.

Rqy tdaqro l{arini, rEnazilian mintegcLepend,enoerf and. l.mPerf$}$ lntegrationtl in
I{ont}r1y Rerrlew, Deaember tleli 'thazi'}ian nrb-jmperj'aliBmt, in !9n-tllt
iReview, f'eb.ua;y 1972. fn""*-are a pioneering study of, sub-imperial'ism.-
d.efined. as rthe form wtdoh-aepenaeni, oapita"liem asgumes-}pofl reaohing-the

- sta,gplof monopo1ies ana finani" 
-""pit"f"t- 

it Bnazil fpllotring tbe 1954

militarly coup.

ArrclreGund.ertrauk''Gbieigaintb.9.5o1}floeoonorqyland..lor.isis,:..intheThird,
tlorlctr, Uotu'reil;;;rigSgft$elBo$Oo*s give a hIVf .but vivr*d. a'nd'

readable, lntroductign to t'he-orieis of t[e 19?0Er tnltb a Iot of faotual
material. ffr" 

"orrpU.ok-type 
style makes them quitre firitbble for aipping

in q+d. rgad,ing ind.ividuaL ohaptere trnd sectlonsr

Walter Rodney; igoq f,lurope underdeveS.oped. Afrioarl Rog1e-tt0rrverttre 1972'
Rod,ney was a b1ao3,-$ryanese ldarxist, assas"inated by pclitioatr'enemies in
ig86." ttrie Uoot< is of oourse outsid.e the Latin Anerican focus of the rest
of this list; but it is a detailed' and' o1'ose1i-arguod-exposition of the
tdeveLopmeat of urd.erd.evefogo*tf through a higtorioal accannt f'bou the 15th
oentury-to the epd, of the clloniaL period. Its politioal LimitltioTs aTe

- i.ndioated. W the faot that a final section was povided by a minister in the

Cunl,iffe
KirutelL,'september 1982

r limited,; of oourse, not only by ou:r oonoern to lteep lt ehort' 
-

but also by o,r ignoranc". It would.lbe'useful if cornra.des who want to recommend'

to our epeoial attentlon books or articles not menti.gne|.ub?"u -(g.w91I1 
t? ory"

that some of these mentloned above d.o not deserve attention) rould urlte inl so

tltat their suggestions can be oiroulated.

P,S. Conrade Traven hag reoonnefibd to us, &8 a book glvlng a useful
llltrotluctlon rrrrd Ovefrflew:

Anthony Brelver, iMar.xlet 'flrrrorLun ,:rf rrrPt'rl^lltrc'-' t nxp ago()
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llhe potice have been increasin5Sly :no-bilised as a political
f orce . clr,ief constclab'rt"*;;;;- i;i it " " ec'erai ion' tbe- Ass' of chief
police cfficers rr."u*IiiSrrii-"n- actirre . 

political presence an4

have vocalised. their ;;;;;r;-riah[ wiirg views on evexythin6
iron picket lines to hanging'
r,Iithin tbe police itseLf there has been oooosition to these

t end enc i es . tne ri oeiiii t riii"- lrrii"rson) c "rnbiiAned 
under the

banner of cornmunity';;ii;fi;'tit-tt'uv' t'""9 85n'era11x-been
;e#;;";-.;iltl'-.ii""'6;ilu"ili policins' ideas h'ave Deen

appropriated as an .liiiiiJi-tt' ihe 'reEctive' policin6 of
the riqht-wtrre"r"roliSii"g b"tl a soft face for public cons-

,iliititli"""i-;'ki;e-;i-iilEr'-coi"'n j'n the comnunitv',.
fhese facts point in the cllrection of 9 rna'ior change in the

nature of policing,'i'l"i"oi-iiliiacteristic 6f 'bourgegi: g:'o-
cracy to one ch"ratt;;i";i"";i-i""potii''this process-is not

vet complet",oo" ,,.iEi3-i6ii"" steis^are talren bv tha labour

',;;";;;i-;;" ;; ;; i-{;;;"'Iii-p"o" uet 
- rurttrer and c onst itut e

a naior setback torttt'u"ii6oi"-'ot'e'""i-ana ror arr denocrats'

Ehis changing form of repression comes packaged in a clr'angin6

f orn of ideorogy.ThE- tiI"''"""I-I" ^pori""- 
por'reis is presente<l

as a practi"ur n"""I"it'i-i"-in; fice of -risinE crioe rates;
the undercuttine ot1:i-oiiti^dti"""a-iegal constiaints on the

llilttii.tii#l;:*.h"*:; a;aqi!'ii,:i'tii,"it?ffi::Ait:1.'
justj-fied in utatanlii-;;"iE;-4"""u( "- 

ii. ;ir."ii-*,.,se"r' scares ) .

This ideo:.ocv ," toiuilv ilrationul:-15"" power and'1::?-'1""-
ountability ft"vu ,o.ae-tire po1i-ce worse'9ot bettertat ::ilf
#;;;;;i;;u"a-a"t""i:'o" "i'a 

thev have led to a more overr'
ri*ht-tiing ptr"r*.''iivlthe'blaclr'muggerr scare is entirely
fi;titioug.vet tr:ri"/riit}t"=It""-idu6io" i s effective: not so

much inside tire ratoir*'i6"imE"t uut amlilg'-the petty bourgeoisi'e

;;H";fi;;e iron ttri-"iiut ana a- section of workers ano

ffiffiily;A--aisiire;tea-ito' the labour novement'

It is wrong; to characterj-se tEis shift as one fron 'consensusl
to,repressioo' ""'If,u'-cir-i""I-to 

do.Slhis imolies tbat
increased r"pr"""roi*i"ioo'"iiouiiy teaas to ioss-oJ' legitimacy
by the police.,-'ut ;ii"";;;t;-a;9;-!'o-t cireiesely surrender the

iisilfuft r' rl' tf; : :iit:'li:tiiF*:i".:tn *'**.lti.'u""o-
Eiat" iili not do our work for us'

less committed to law and order than

the ne:ct conserva ti-ve.TheY have so deflect the issue

l,ior Class e onses

The right-wl
to show that

ng
they

leadershiP
are no

of police Powers and racis

s of the 1,1' and fUs havc been anxious

on wider soci al recon-'
oyment &
Scarnant

m by foc
ught t
uss arr6
badr h

o

They hidd.en behind the coat
ousi-ng

-t al-
unemplomic and Po litical questions ,Iike

Ttratcherism. have
calling for more Polic e*c orninunitY 1iaison t': C OI}Sultation r the

aim of r'ihich is to create an aura of onnuni,ty
Cone aft

-backingr for
police oPerations. -4lhis uas effective 1y er recent
oiice raids on'.rso,uatters in brixton and is the fruit of

carmanr s intervention.
i:adi ca1 denocrats(- CC-.t-,t nost ]eft Lbbour) have fought against
curr
for the introduction o

ent moves to erode
f i-ncreased
existing 1eve1s o

. levels.Some are nore
f accountabilit v and

i.adical

t Is of
lc

p
i)

than others"but thej-r d-emands inc lude: extended Powers to
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Po1ice Authorities rnore democratic representation on themt

;-;;";;i;"-oi-tr.6'"v"t"'--i*i; Londo'ri;all -najoI porice. . -n
il?itiii"""t;-6e-aeuatea" in parli-ament;abolition of l-aws whrcn

erant polic " o*" 
"u "tioT";';il 

(SG-,-i'iii' r""ieration Act etc ) ;
$ffi;nffi-;I fiii;;i;ti;-;;ii;;'1niti(ri*E trre sPGs and the

-rEUs).their rasic peiliE"tit'" j-s denocratic:i'e'to bridge the
qao bettreen the iceai-'oi-i[6-p61i"e-as mrardian of the cornm-

tiiti" lil"it "^'i".iiit""i" 
- 
li- r-or"" 

- ilien"f ,om the c onnunitv.

At the other end of the socialist spec-trun'it is arrTued that
the fight for accouni'itfiliy-i". io"f-rro, the berrinnin*(i'e'
utopian),since tfre p.iiJe--" as-th-e repressive arnr of the state-
are ir,imune rrora popfii*ai-iont=of .tney. irn'ue that any participat-
ion on porice ootrroiiii-oI-;;a-;n;-iike ilould onlv lead to
incorporation and 1i"-[Er""6" or tegat.tiEhts is illusory
riven the record "r-irrE-iiiilii*y-iil 

iiaiiE with the police'
ijnat is needcd,they sayris an erposure. Jf [rte class nature of
the oolice, o 

"rr" "pr-,r[-t'iay 
oi ae-nocrat j-c- iltusions ' and on this

basi; the establishEnI"6i' popurt' o"6*tt" of self-defence'the
qeneral orieeation i;-'ffi*I;ambatative:not to rcfori'i the

folice but to pr"p#! ffi;;-;;Aenise resistance against the

police.
i.arxism is not the same as radicar u"'?til:ig'il13 B3*l;ito:3"our view axe necessarily a class force:

:lHl.1h;r"Ie:bti;[tf; "+lt.h:i a;""Eli "eu: 
:'"$iirE"]ii! ilil'""

from being a condit-r-on of cleuocra'cy-' is oroof that society is
not yet cleuocratic, Ii"r'it-ifr" 

-p"opf 
et i.ave' not yet f ought-to-

rule- thercselves. It il,*."- :-if-""i'on. to thrnk tlat accountability
is in the interest ;i iii"-;;u-"6-tr'6*"1:r""s'-or that the pol-
ice can be persuad.el'tl"i"iiiil;u-ii}n" reverse is t:rue: the

oolice have shown i;t"i ii""ti-iit_.- to "r.r, tu" nild measures of
Xltiiitlitiii#-;; ,,i,i"r' ti'ev are presentlv subject'

;;r;rruri"l4ji?i-!* B3'ifi"33.1"ii":ltlisrii:- 3ii[tii:u*ri;;#-;illr;-"*Pit.riot state'lle do no

es a mere *i-=age.a*!i;#i; ;; beinS-warred to bring the porice

under sone kind of it"'oEirati-c contior-ina to curb-tlreir ' 
most

outrage*ous por,"," .tii;'ft -;;i 
. il-itserl"" i reiorrnist' - 

strusgre

but a lrey tlay an t,ii"i-*iix"is' coatrol can be fought for
now..Dcnuociat:-on ol-iiiil-sttruggre serves onlv as a cbver

f or passsivcrv aosiaiiiiis-i"of;"it'qrre aanser" of rncorporation
does- exist ;but it ;;'ii;"8"-;;"'t'l' iusor6-{fiat accountabilitv
is not used to a=uija3t*o"iuI" i"to the Dolice vtcb but as a

base an. forum for"s;;;;ii;;; Io-pust't5i-E"e= more democratic

d.enan<ls and. to "o 
t"t' adhcrents '

*,ai:Httl:,:i"i:rHl"iA#::feiii=:T:i:k :l' $fl*t:t':i:"
*r*".t :i:"t*i:-;]'l:'i:i:fts'i:J-'HH*=*lltffi
;;ildi;:il Practice rEe have to.sce-wt
irrteiiention ougbt to bc'too often coi
;irl:;;;kv?;-';"iiite" on tbe strussle ag

i;-;[;'l91os to nou';:is emPhasis oir w

r*"1:l'lns;dl3 :i:i: l3:"Bll*il:I,il;*tg"'::n:l'Al'*"
il*llti;;"ltft l"{fl ,?"+::I;illlili!"*i; Ii,,"i'r.u,,"' r,ir j tia
elone aixr austentioii"t- to d'i"o''"g:-:l;i$g'3? 1fl"":i?i:t:t"ili-ii"lij""-tasi< is to cobile.tbe demc

i;i;;;;' ;;;",,.,,t - 
.ia"in!"iirit""t" f ::';|'ft3[,{!tttl"8i"Xt"."tt

;;;;&":il;-ii'6"ra orrer a revolutloa€
one or othcr srce '
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Denunolatioa of, calls for polioe accorrntabillty is a poliljcal irreleva'noe'

rrre tllil'-oilrriorr the leagire courcl set up a trnited. flont.gn thle iEeue with
;;";;;;-,rooar and, qgmpalerriog bodiaE,might be the followingi

* Disarm the Police foroe

* intlepeadent oomplalnts prooedure

* yo3s:rdoflers,to loOal polioe auttioritiesl-ing}udjng- that of hirln8 and' firing

* Democratio representation on }ooal-PoHpe 0ommibteirdl''and' tbe exol'usioa of '

* tondon to have ite olfiI d.emooratio Pol,ice Au.'itiority
* Rieht of bLaoks to establish self-defence comrnlbtees agaiaet raoist attacks

and. police harasgment ;

i niirr,t of workere to itefend. tbeir own "meetlngs-and' niol5et Llnes

" iiEUt of suspeotE to silenoe rurd.er interiogatiorr ancL to Eee a.laryer '

* Bepea1 the HIA, itre soott.isb criminal Jugtioe 8111, the frnmlgration Aoti

f$i!flf":; H"illti:":l'l"pneseutati'es ad.r rheir advlgers to' sorutiaise
pofiEe stations a,nd other custod.ial instttutioYlso '

[his"].ist is obviously tentatirre a,nd subjeot to reviston.

"- ,, v ,-,, .

: ', ..!-



STATEMBIT OF TIIE IBOI,EIjAIAN TASKS TE{DE{CY

1.11 .82ii
,:: The proletariar Te6l." fenatenoii bas€s itself on tbe r'thod antt prograrnme of
'i- 

ifre ftarrsitio,,al proer*". Ii ls for the reoonstruotio! of the Foulth
rnt ernat i oaal o" " fi"iipi"a u"i" aad is la golidarity rlth tbe xbotBlql-

let fniernational Liafeo; Corni.tt"" ' lle are ia a€roem€nt i''ith the all|. for an

Jp"" ".rfa oonf,erenoe of ti" tfot"fqfiet movenent f@ tb€ purposee of tli EausEl'on

andoutlinirrythepoasiblefountlationfethdunifloatioaofthetrd1d[hotglrylgt
noneneat. our tenalEaoy l"-in nuraat"nta"l agreomgnt t|"ith tbe alooultEnt The lE]ansi-

;i;;J-Pt"A*,* rn ToaJts 
-ciasE 

str"sere-andl bellenes thst the x'ourth rnteraa-

tlonal mrEt opeaat€ .raal a.mootttto o6atratisu I'n its national seotions an'l aB

an iateruational tenaeer&.-ilil- t*"t "r r"qrrlreg a Eeliolrs prooeBg of aliBou6slo[

anal joint hternattonal t.0k.

2.IheolitlcaltaElcforourtel.lenoyiE-to6eektolmplemeutltt..thestruaale
of the working "r";;p;;i"i;;-Jl-iu"-u*"1t1ona1 

Prosranrc' l{e see the

[ranBitlonal mtgui,,!-i"i as a fdmula to'i*post on lhe rorkllg olaes rith
ultimatums o, oo*nitreoi"*of i6o6 ,g*"at. hlt ?s 

-eooaomlo 
and politioal polioleE

that oan be taken op tu"irrl-"iiti-o;-ti"es-rn '"i"ti-"urp 
to the aotual lerrcI of

olass strr:8gle ana aamnie-ti"i"-piritioal -oorr"oiooE 
r"sB antl tlefend their livila

oonditions. ru othemJ;;r1;;;;iii'*J-a**i'i intt atlvano€ the worklrg olass

p"iiti"tlfv anal organisatiinaffy fiom lts pres€nt ooeition'
llhe nethotl of reratiag tbe llbaneitionrr D";;'d;-;;-iiie aotuar ooat]itioas aad

erperienoea or the wortciif"i;";;i;-=]:if;the view that the trorkins class

wilr best a.vaaoe lr. poiliiorr ooneciousnees. when the poriaies of the pEcogramn€ ar€

aotual\r talcen up io *r"'J'ilif,-"tr.,*Sf" rftU oapitalism. ft is within thig prooo.E

that the partv oau.ar'",,i;;1;kltG""r""" poiliiitirv *a t"ro an'I'aewlop it'
orn oadre as 3orgheviks"I"a'iit""" 

-;-Jnotrair ir'"ii"t" t -or seotarians tith the

roorreot formulas aoa ialJili-"Ii"r""i." to n;-iil r"rri"g claes tlsfenilB itaelf

and the party is built. -----^-+ --,r lsritrl +rad.€ uaioa oauou.e.
The holetariar TaBkE llbnttenoy riII eupport aitl hriltt trade u8ioa o

that actual1v aeek to aeverop "'orklr" 
in strlgqleiitil"i:'tr"" of Jbo-lIrarlsitional

programne. llho main ""qo;"J"!t 
of these o**u"I ii 

-ioi - 

"t"tt*t lT"1 asreenest

or a posramme h.t " o"#';;;; i" iini"'1t potioies of the ltaneltioral

ilosr-aarni i" tbe struggle of the vorkinS olaB6'
At the eorne ,,* *"'*iir"iL""t ?i"it€a-ffotlt poriov tdtb other left

cauouses anal organisatit"Jlt"i "" f"-'"to" for a Demoeotio l'nion foa arA

advanoe ia tlemooraotrr ,i;iT"1;; Iita" *roo -'o*'"nti "e"inst 
oorruptionl for

uremploy€.I oornoilE *a'iil fi; ;;;;i; or " i"i'"i 
pttv taeea oa the trade

union mo'ement as oerl ti**r''i i;;;;;i impeianoe ti the workins olass'

3. A major eleotoral ttaour'!! erists ir1 the.l']tlitett StateB that oontributes to

tbe i'olation of tbo reft antt the porrtroi-taolarardness of the norklngi

orass. rhere i" oo 
-Ll"- i"t* p"'ty o" -toitlii"t "r"ot*al 

arternative

for the mass of workras;ipil-iiti" Uiritea sillls-a,na th€ ta6k of chaDsils

this must be a druoial ;"il;il;-;.;;orr"itilitv-Ii-lu teaaencu and all othe',

ElotslIyist aa.r ritar:.iBt ffi;;;t ii;-uJt"a.st-"tl".-t"-i"oa*ov grvee- oritioal

support to t{@ki!g or""'""tiils-Jiori"i nolit" -"""i "" tn" sooiarie+ l{orkerst

pliiyl 
.tr,; *,,*.* ""i*ffffiiH.S$jii:f;ifil iU:"8'iqi^Fi"-H*

::"i;:T:Jf m fi ":ffi',Xill-;i"*ii-F.tr:':*: "lf .''ill'*u"l33lI* **
iiri"lt irr"-*oeseity of a EasE labour party der

trade unio'ns.
At the saure time r,e oalI fc a rmited-sooialLst €I€ottra1 bloo ag' ainet both

ma.ior oapitarr.t potr"i,-iil 
-o"**tt" *d-R";;il;"";' A u'ldteil sooialiet

ilx$fl *i[t'-,*l*i:ffittuirffi i$.ilirJ*ffi [,i:il*'hlitli"titiltili"i io aereniL antl adlva$oe the 1r
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4. l15e Prol.etarian taslcs Tsnd.enoy beLlevee it is neoeBsary and Brlnolpled' to
giye oritioal $rpport to trade unl.on eleotlon oanpalgne suoh ae those by
IIDU leader Camarata, Steelworkers Sadlowski and. the Mlners for Demooraoy

oandldate Millen tn his fflrst e].eotionr the PIII wlLl lnter\rcne to enoourage the
politica} d.evelopment of workers who suppont these trade unlon oppositioae and
support an alteraative trade unlon leadershLp Som the present polioiee of the
present trad,e union lead.eehlpr

J. $re I{II will produoe a regular bi-nronthly publioatton that r+iIl outline its
rriewel allow for eontributlons of suppeters and, d.evelop a peripherlr neution-
a1Iy. tle see the regular pub}loation of a tend,enoyrs perepectives a,a vltal

to give politioaL olarity and. cl.errelop tte rork ia the Labour movementr It wttl
have a high prlority fo:r or:r tendenoy and. wiLl iuoreage to a montb\r when it 1s
feasible flnanoially and. organisatlonally.

6. The PEI wiLl have a dues struotute and. d,emooratically eleoted, natlonal org€ln-
isen. llhe natioaal organiser will be reeponeible to oirotrLate dooumentst
produoe the publioatlon and. preeent a finanoial report to the membere e\rely

6 months. llhere rl11 aLeo be an eleoted. edltorial. boarct to oarry on the work of
the publioatioa of the PIIr

(fne fm, formerly the minority tend,enoy in the RWhUSlrr has now epJ.it and is
a separate gro[pr It is basicaLly oomposed, of oormad,es of the oId. SI-DC.)
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advantage of a.r$r state reforms, lest they legitimate thci state by using them or 

'

beoome inoorporatetL bv the state;-;; ;;i1: lt :ilirt *"'x"1" *:t to place immediate

demo:oratic demands on trre state.rt oorxrterpo"."'Littiilitt the workers str*ggle

this cbin is that sincu work"rl-;;-t;iti" "i1ili-;q-ltlt* 
fbom poritios the :

seizure of power is piotr:rea noI * tu" sulmination of mass working class politioal

activity but as the work of the-ali'eJ wine "f 
;;;-IN;-:tryte froil workers strussles'

The tactio of boyoott will t" ,pp".pria1e-1n-lTe-revolutionTy situations }ike '

in 19o5 in Buselar'ht at preseni it serves ""1} 
t;. il;;a".thl political d'errclopment

of the black working olass. t1i- is not of oolrle tb siy that sham institutionsl

like the proposed parliment ,ti.t, *iiL exclude'efricao'c'' shoula.ngl I"-lg:::::U'
0f oo,rse they should. hrt toyooit ls made by the CP 6':;b1o6olry into a .regresslve

principle. Tnis is the substanae of a workins iit""-perspeotive' We ehould uot

be d.iverted. fgom it; as otfrer-t*farriudu f,"*-U""tt - ily c+L-oty notions like rreform

is impossiirre tnaer-apartheia, o,o",. imperialieln i4 .cri.sio o:b:.,

,ne should be aware that although thero i" r-t#oT1"a i.o:king 
class movementl

in sae this movement at pr""*r,i--is mainly a trade-,nion mo-='zement and"is only l'

beginning to develop a poLitil.i=#;il'r[.r" is no worr";i.irg class party and' the

petit-bourgoise perspectives of the'AI{0-0PSA go fqq-gic'eri;nan their limited

organisatiorr i.n.si:d,o ifre oountry. .W" t * and sf,oula'tfila!' a 'ro1e in anal'ysing

and circulatiug rlrat comprises'a,nprking class poiiti"r;' l{e 3an be especially

useful in brea..ring d,own t.he aura of luxceptio""ii.ii-wlich'Lhe ANC-GPSA has sprbad' :

aror:nd sll an.i. in putting the "t",ugru" 
there in the col1:-,e]rt of lnternational

class strr.rggles. ,--a ^ :
The resoLution states that to bp victorious the struggle in sA rryst be

d.eVeloped. as a workers struggle for poWe3r It gdes-on tNo-one.who exploits or '

oppresses workers an;nrhere can ever Le -the tgu.f rtty of the-black-workers of

SA. Their real struggle is to cl'estroy all oppression and'. exploitation' not

re-organise it r. ThiS formulation igirores trre fact that the imrneiliate struggle

of black workers is for ggrgg""[ ii s;rr-for the ovorthrotr.gf anarteid' in-the
course of this struggte blackffit"r" will antl. rmrst ally with all others who

opposo the. regime, including-.some sections of the blaok .and white petty bourgoiee'

lro d,erqr the need. for such allia,nces or to say tha! the imrued'iate strug$Le is

",,iu-"# 
io" 

"o"i"tism 
d.eniu" *y specificilr to ttre 'national question: to the

faot that blaak workers o" opd"ssed as b}Lcks asweLl as workers' Tbere is a

ffi;";-;; ""ai"e 
up in sectari-anism in reaotion against the orassress politics

of the lrNC-CPSii., 
Thu CPSATS rrtwo sta6err programme creates.a-rigitl diyide between the

rd.emooratiot anrl th,: reocialistt*stages, l'Ihat. this means in pnactice is ilbord'

inating the immediate social and. economic *""**i:" :l.T:lk:'s (over'trade

unions, ,og"*, working conditionsr occupation 6i faotoiies eto) to the

d.emocratlc political d,emand.s shared. by workers alxd tho.petit bourgeoisie'
t{e oppose this subord.ination since it unclermines tfre struggle of 'wolker? *d
in a highly proletarianised.:country like SA r:nd'erminel the.d'emocqatic' stru6gle

as a whole. tfe support the struggtl for d.emocraoyr'but a-struqglg Ied.bf t1:..^

working.olass tr:rning into a fiE[t for sqciali.sm. Lots of sectarians.hlve."?t"
a cropper by d.enying a,ny aemocritic stage at all. We rmrst be sr:re not to- join
them. fn some respects the class strwgLe in SA *qps, come .within the rubic of
the theory of permanent revoLution.

Alastpointontheguestionofsq}idarity.Thereso]'utionstatesthatrit
is only- throu8h ,oorking cLass aotion to blach ryrn||eP of. arms and' related'-

materials that this supPly o* Uu stoppeat. tle should'^be.wary of tlogmatioally

raising one form of' struggf" l" tnu oniy. vafid' form of struggle' ft"is not

impossible for an atrms.*U*So to be imi'osed.by tho'state at.least formalLy' t

llho d.emand. for an effeotive embargo is Lne t'trai wo rmrst figft for inside the

LabOgr Party qnd we mrst fight to see that it is implemenlgd' tle can wa6e this
fieht in allia.nce ruith all ;;; oppose apartheid.. Th; question of workp1aoe to

workplaoe }inks, whioh tlre regoloiiot mentions, mus! P:,Fi'"* high priority'
since it. is the crucial missing linls as far as-the Ftl*lg. of raofking class

eolidarity is ooncerned. iXrec{ links betneen, SA and hitish- lnions at aLl

Ievels are ca1led for by most unions j.n SJi. rt-is not tluer.by the way' that
ra.r*y direct aDpuqr for -support from inside sA is illegal 1nd. 

subject to massive

,.enaltiesf. Independ.ant non-racial lnionS inS/r.have f6rgef a wide network of linhs

intgrna-biona1lyl we mrst make sr:re that ttrpy-spre*- du:i^3"id'e the rarrk 'and' fiLe
of the IIK IJit, rl'Ie rmrst fight the propa,ganda put out by sAc1]u and' the livrti-Apartheid'

movement that buch links would viorate the boyoott oampalel: @ job'is to boycott

*ha rooime and not the black workers who fighting against it'
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Africa comectty ,".lHol3 the intensification 
.-. --

of olass strr:ggle in SA and the need to d.evelop a perspecti"e oi-"orr.""-;-"ii*gl"
fcr 'pquerr It also correotly argues for a re-orientation of eolid.arity activity 

-away' from .the symbolic outra€e-against apartheidl and toward. a position of class
solicLarity. .iiII this is very iiiiportant in an area where traditionally the
organisation and perspectives of struggle have been dominated. by the Communist, ..;.party in alliance with liberalism. There is'no doubt that the growth of the
workerst movemen-t in SA - inclepend.antly of the CPSA and the /INC - has.opened up.
a new period. of class struggle in that region. The potential is now present for
the d.evelopment of a revolutionary workerst movementrd.epend.s of oourse not just
on objective ciroumstanoes but on the leadershlpr ideas and organisation whioh
SA workers build.'. We ehould not be passive onlookers in this prooess and the
TILC,reso1ution provicles a good starting point for intervention - in terms of
perspectives for the strnggles for power inside SA and for active soLidarity herer
ilowever, there are in ,y vte* some problems with the d.ocument which ought to be
d.iscugsed..

W first question concerns the nature of state repression in SA. The resolution
says that trad.e unions have grown in SA in spite of rrepeated amestsl nonstop
police harassment and. victimisation by empLoyers....prohibitions on aimost ev€rf
single meeting arrd the fact that every single strike that has occured has been . .

il1egaLr. fhis is not quite true. SomL unions, particularly those like.SAAtilII-
which have offered. a highl nationalist political profile - have been hit very
hard. by the'state and have suffered. bad.ly for it. Other unions Like those in
FOSATU; which have emphasised. grass roots organisationin the workplace, h1v9 beent

able to build up a deep and. extensive orga,nisation with rolatively Legs $1te 
'

repressi.on. They have erren wagetl their first legal strike. The overall pieture
in other worde I :-u " differentiatecl one of intense repression in some areas and'

and felAtlUq inilulgence in others.*'*tt**= 
ffi; fii;i"-it i.s areued. that the rd.eepening economio crisisr in sA

w:i.lL mean. that lthe ruling class [as no option - it mrst lash out in an. altgtnt 
'1,t" "fry U"ok-"rrury gain w6n by the workersr. It is oertainly the oase that^SA , . I

oapital faces , orisis of profitabilityl which manifests it self in lack of,

competiveness with other capitalist countries where productivity is higher or..
labour is even cheapern Ooti has so far allowed. SA t; rid.e this crisis in partic
ular by subsid.islng-the importing of high teohnologyo The fal} in the price of
gold. d.ces expose the gntl.erlying Iensions in the SA-economy; but the basio question
facing SA oapital is whetyrer tf,e gold umtnells Lasts long enough for production
to be reorganised. to make SA capifal internationaLly oonpetitive- All- this regurrge
not only technical cha,nges in the form of new technllo$- but social changes in l

terms of the reLations between labour and oapital. SA clpital needs in sbme of
its key aae?s "-r""" "t"tf", *or. skilled, more educated black wo:kforce - o,ne

that does not oonstantly threaten industrial and. politioal instability. This i.s

p*ii""itiv iAp"rt*i-ei"*-SAts reLiance on foreign inrrestmqnt and given the
notorious sensiiivity oi forgein investment to arry [it.t of trouble. After Soweto

for example, it.temporarily dried up.
This is wlry the apatheicl regime'has not only repressed. the union movement,

but in the face of tis resiliance and. militanoy, tras tried to aocomod'ate,to iI:
Its efforts at the present time are'directed toward' coupling repression (e8' tne

mgder of Neil Ag;eit)-;ifr-.-fr*n.11ing unions into the rnaotrinery. "f i l?I::i:i-
industrial reL.atiins system. The etate has had to bow so fa: to the regu:.Tements:

of oo*p*ies like Ford.s which have been wilLing to recognise unions in return
for industrial stabilitY.

The state stratery is an attempt at cllvid.e and. rule. It threatens the harshest

repnession against thdrpoLiticalr trnions while gra,ntine-ooncessions to what it.s
sees as tfre fess pofitiiaf' It hopes to oreate i tf"tt fabour aristocracy in the

industrial, urban areas wtrite "tpltlirrg 
the mass of blaoks to those repressive

wasteland.s tliey call thomela,nd.s'. llhere is no d.oubt but that ttriq ?!at?stlatesr,
is coming ,*"to"r..-it i" ,irr"n by its owa contrad'ictions ana i1ry11i:lT-ly-lo"
ref\rsa1 of ,ar*rcea black workerl to settle.peaeefirlly for minor economio.$alrrsr

- :. This combination of intensified.'repression nith ,Lfo"* raises the question of-

how.blaok workers relate to-those reforms. The trad.itionaL polioy of thb' irNC and

the oPSA - r p"r"pective whioh has dominatecl. sA resistance politios - iF that the

. apartia,cL state should. und.er all circunrstanoes be boycotted. This fetish 9f bo'yogtt

i;;;;;iiariy-"petit-to,:rg"oi*postion.Itte].1sb1ackworkersrrottotake

n



This is a bief ooirnent I prima..rily on rrola,nrs resolution on the t{Pr 5ut also
on Gunliffers posi.tion as presented in his rcsolutio.n and. at the N![ iEgregate.
tlly intention is to spe[ out areas of confusion and/or dieagreemeit as regarils
both positions.
The Terms of tho D€bate-

.[s with the Falklastts/tlalvin,," debate, the eupeut di eJnrto on the question on
the MP to thcse of us not preseat at the Nc tlisousBions seema often to consist
of arguments about who Bc,ial what when, rurd $hether or rot the othcr side is
sla,ndEring them, ctc. I am not competent to pass iudgement on theee questions.
1.he main point ie that it a].I oontlibutes to general confirsion as to uhat the
debate is about. GuLiffe I s oontribution at the NI,l meeting wae extrome\r tlefcn-
sive (the are not sayin8 Hhat Carolan Eays we ere sayingr) - the en$ result beirg
a ploiure € nuanccs within general a€reement (so why aII thc fuss?). Oa the
other h:anil, Carolanrs resolution is fuII of references tc views of a |ttuaL Or

eto., and carol.an clearly believeB that there are BiSnifioaBt differeuces.
Caroian ai.gues that the riifferences are in rrialitJr about [tP work ggg,, rather than
poesibtre tictioal itiffelenoes in tho futuxc. tr'or the uninitiated it is aII very
Lonfusing. Brt genoral lines are beginning to become clear to me - antl f am

unhappy with both.

ourent ly do - i.e.
antl I am not edvocat
think) faLsc opticn

EIlis

on

de iorit I{P work. It is possible rather than desirabl"e

2 Carola.n I s re
Central to Carolants resolution is thc ar.grment that trthc &itish O now is

intliuisable'r (p. 1), that to nosc a clash of priorities betweeh MP 2c lfiI work is
falee, nnd thet the notion cf sepaxate ncthotls of recruitment amongBt trads
unionists S MP monbers implies a ttdu:1l Otrr sJmdlcalism antl other |tdevi.ationrr.

Lee,ving 6sliie the (to me anyway ) uli.ntorcsting guestion as to vrhether aflJrone

holds this trdua} O view mroh of this is unobjcct ionablo. But it seems to me

that Carole.rt poscs a falso diohoto[V between on the one hand t?subterfugerr to keep
in the IIIP, not isolate err.se lvr: s, etc.r anal on the other an 'roehlerite bingerr
proolsiming ourselves an alternative to the I'iP. ClearJ.5i these are pg[ thc only
options open to us. It ia quite poseible - I am.not iruttine this forwartl as a,n

immediate tactical option - to mainte,in :"n undcr st Rntling of the I4P1 mdiatoin a
presence in it in aome formr mainta-in an overall agsossment of, its notential, and
perspeotive for trying to chaage it trhilst ceasing to oarry out MP work as we,

;I

ing euch a turnf here. and now. ]iy point ig to stem tbe (I
Carol.in presents as boin.3 open to uo in tho event of radioally

changed ciroumstances in the l{P.
The isgueE as I und.erstand. them roeolve into two main axeas:

i) Do we undor most oiroumstances require trour o'rttrtr press (whether or nct it hes
WSL written o11 ov.:r it)?

ii )Unaer what circurnstanocs do we manecuvre r make compromisosr etc.r to romain in
the UP? Clea,r\r these are cloee\r relatod, but they are not the satoe (c.S. it
is thcoretically possible for an org.xrisation to rmd.erto,ke only partial entrJr,
and so hove both a Dress rurd be in the uP).

i ) Do tre ne6d our own prees? r.la obviously have no neeal of a i)ress merely to
tleclare the existcrce of the I'ISL. I"lhat r're @ nectl is some form of guarantee
thet wc oan ;)rcsent r untlilutod, oEr lls to as'wide an aildience as possible.

Carolan is abso}utely right to stress that workers are won fuom reformism to
![a.:rxism by extrerienoe rather than irreaohing. Brt arguing too fax along suah lines
can lcatl to the oonclusicn that we neeC rlo vehicle fo" our itteas at aIlr anat
mere\r pop up every nou a.nd thun to point out pa.rt icular betrayalgr highu.ght
partioular questionsr ard. rtexpi;rienccrr wi}l alo the rest. It is experienco plp
tho prcsence of revolutionaries glggIII and consta,ntly truttine for&rard a revo-
Iut ionaxy altolnative to tho ar8unEnt s of the reformists that wil} win workers
to I'larxi sm. Stru€alo combined with arsument (rather tha,n preaching) is essential
to the building of a revolutionary party.
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The question therefoxo ie that if we were to a,bam,C.on our )wn nrees for a ioint
paper withr e.g. Br woulC vle bt able to €uaranttle that we can put across our osn
itleae cloarly? .lnd to as wiile an aualienoe as :rossible?

It i6 at thie point that the question of IiE $ork ver gus other work EeemE to me

to take on a mo!'.) speoifio meaning - i.e. it is not simp\r at the level' of
rrprincilples but at the level of pract ical work. !,laintaining a P rrlegality"
oertain\r enflEes that t e can continue to relate to thoBe foroee at present within
the MP, to whom MP concerns are vltal; but it woulrl mea$ that rze woulil be present-
ing a confusing ttlagal MFr face to thoeB g!!g fo"cco who are either not particu".
larly interestod in the inte"nal affairs of the MP or who are hostile to it. jr
joint pape! with B rvould in that seuse lrftird8ert our own politioal volco in an
unhelpfirl way. I{e would be relating in a tholtuou€hly unseotarian fashiotl to on\r
a Limited ou-diunoe (:.n the MP)r b,ut relotiag badly to the immeiliate conoerns of
otE6i-EE6ttcne of workors anil the oplressed. rllmost by Cef1aition, it Eecms to
ne, thc
of the

trtactioal ocmproni setr entailed
entailB aa increaEe

in gb@i5 our oln presB for the, E3k9

d lttP-focus for our work shioh woulcl inhibit
other areas of work.

There arer of oouree, furtber considerations. To the O hlreaucraoy, the right
wing and the rrscftrr leftl an orgalli sat i on composed. of ourse].ves arla B wonlil be a
very si.bt].e distinotion to the e:risting $tri. How long r,rould the icint paper last?
l'Ihen ltroulal we abantlon that to maintain MP le88lity? Escecially iII the long tern
we havo to rccognise that tho O bureaucracy ttiI1 want to purge us not becauee of,

whero wo sa,Jr thingsr in ahat pa-lcr, but beoause of what we say. IIt what 8ta€e
does trfP lcgality entail tritling our i:olitics as well as our organi Eat i on?

Atr ind€?enalent voice isflvita] tool for us. ,f. joint paper with oentri6ts doeentt
Becm to ml wro*g in prlnci-ple, llut 

'naler 
these oonalitions at best $ou1d s€em tb€

thin entt of the wefue. It is nct a question, as carolan;:r:.ts it, of 'rfetishisin8
formsr - which in anJr oaEe is a siLly expression sinoe when ldaIx spea.ks of the
Itfetishism of forms,' he is talking alout the appearances of bourgeois sooiety an'l

the aooeptitnce of those ,pp"*ao.-" by olassical politloal econonuri he is not
talking: about Ibotslqriet-:newspapers. If a joint paper/organi sat ion 

_ 
with B was

to be aI all serioue it would merely postpone the 'deci'sion as to whotehr $e

abandon &4y voioe at alL - if .it diil not provoke melely a now assault flom the

tiglrt ,*irrS, tt"t wor:IA bo a teetimor5r to ite ineffeotiveneEs ' There could be a

caEe tber6fore for rtbr5ring time, or oven Soing on the offensive hy suoh a

manroeulte r in conditions ir, ,Uiif, ,r" .,nt E*"lh"o" control ove! the 
"et" 

pape'/
organisation. E'on in that case it wou1d. require a ra.dicel chanSo in ths focust

as-I understand itr of Btype SrouPs. Ert it has nct, to rY trcoowled€e r . 
been

motivated as an {:trercise ii:'ttb,foing tlme l antl if it wera, we ehoukl still be

tliscussing what we do wben it also is t hreatened' with purge '
I{e neod to bo ab}e to relate directly to militants witb answers and' perspeotives

for immediate pr.oblems. Reformism is ;1ot a tguestion of lcaCershiprr simpJ'y in
terms of, treachery o. indiviatuaL leaders: the politios of 

"eformi 
sm is inadequat e

in the here and now; i;;;;;t-"q"ip nllitarrts with argunent E to win the mass of
rsorkerg to a struggle to itrefend their intcrests' That i8 u}5l we neetl our own

voioe. In the prcsent ciroumsta$oes I think it also mea.rrs that our otdlr l\'oico|i

must be our lltn papol.

ii) Under what ciroumsta,Eoes d'o we make tactical retreats? There hae been enor-

mous confusion is this al(]bate as to the time-scale ne are talking about. i' pers-

peotive of a sbort term manoeu\r?e as paat of o Left fightbatk to roverso the
aleoieion of thc TeBist""-*a-eo o" to the offensive is one thin8. ji perspeotive

of hea,tle-clown d'eep entry in a-potioe-etatc tr{P ie something e}se entLrely: 
^ 

I *
fairly convinoed that tiru- uii""ti.o" carol.n hae in mi.n6 is a kiaal of 'rhalf-way
purgetr, in whtch lr€ a.re in aanger of expulsion t but aban{loning the pape! woultl

;;il"i o*prl"ion withJ seriiusiy 'threatenJ'ng our capacity to put foraartl our

ideae. I havc already ;;G; ;; ihe complications in this soenario. Brt tbcle
are othe:ls.
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Tho threat of expr.rLsion prasupposes either tha,t a fightback in tho constitueltcles

has been defceted, or that nonc has teken pLace. sonrc 0LPE are probab\r dying to
e:cpel us, othe"s may.be in thc bclanoe. But the maiority are rurlike\r to lio
back and'expel people without a fight. I arn not at all oonvincecl that us abandon-

ing ou, pap€r triLL make the slightest differcnce ln their vrillingness to fight.

as far ag I can aoet
For the moment r therefore, the rc8igter ie virtually inoperable. The right t{iilgt

will only bo {iblo to oai'ry throwh expul'sions at the point
at whioh CLP tlisaffillation is ralset1 , at loast in the majcritY of caaes. fhen
we have to make a l-itical choice rather thanr a technioaL one about whether to
produce a papor). D,r we ;ush f or continucd 

"estBtanoe? 
0r do ro offer to lay

doun our papcr? To f,o the latter flou1d bo to 6 the r
do the formcr may well expose uB to a eoft-lcft oave-in. tlo ue chosse?

(

of the left. To

C,:roLan has related to mr: a story about an Stt member in Salford crcpell€d after
15 yearE in the t{P after he wa,s to}d to troome outrr as an sLL member. The lesBon,
I take it,r is thet the ldP.isnrt always as retiable as ycu think. Otwe s\y we

should not invite expulEions, a,nd ru"h irrto !{P mdetings shouting '1{SL!n Blt the
stark politioal obcioo I outlincd. above seems to mc a teel ono.

0r to put it a.nother wayr thc question of [subterfirgerr i.s not sn simple' It is
ono thin! to use rrsubterftrgo'r to-gct i@ * organisation: it is €r.llothcr thing
:.f youtr6 a $oll-lmoi.m mcmbor of it anfiant to stay thele. SubterftrAe in this
insiance is primarily not a rleception rlaycd on thc liEC - btrt played on the
CllPs. jod ae suoh, it is either unncoe saary r or untikely to r:ork'

Ehe Bntire clcbate seems to me to be takir-g plaou as if thc glg3gglg in the !'IP

d.id not exist, as if thore 1e just us on th(j onc side & thc NEC on thc other
trying to outmanocuvre caoh otier. Carolan appors not to tka€ into account either
tnl actuat poicntial fo! resista.ncc uithin thc CldPs, or the fact that we are not
first on th; Iist (fi aro and thorcfore our response has Oo be gua6lcd in this scnse
t - trr"i"" fi i-irro:i xo"p their papor and we abantlon or:rs it wilt look pretty

"iffv 7), tr, most- important oflil, the implications for the .truggle in the llP
fy thd iurge'aotualLy goe€, so feir as to iliroctLy threaten us. The realityt for
tle vasi mi;ority of I,{Cps, is that if we are expel}ec, thc left r.rill have sufforetl
a vcry severo tlofeat and the O burcaucre,t s antl thc riBht wing won a medium-tern
decisive gviotory.

Finally two lrief points'on 'the regieter. lltre mood in thc Iit0PE rernaine
deficieut, a&d the CIfD is noi a reliable [rough guittatr. tje shoulal not even talk
about rcgistlation at. this etage. Sccontl: suppoBe ere do attcmpt to register'
If they Lot us that is surely on\r an indication of their @!, of intention to
expel us, at leest for now. iig&in, the conoi[euion that we slolrld Eacrifice ou,
paper d.oos not foll.oer.

l{y conolusion thorcforo iE that tho actual oontczt procludos any significant '
taoticaL compromiao as sither neoooeary ot' likely to succeeal. The roal dis-
cuseion uo shoulal be having is on our perspeotivce ehould the .'oonflict rea,ch
tho point at whioh CfiO d.isa,ffiliat ion is Likcly. If the teft suffors a defeot of
such proportions thet it faiLs to g'event widespread exlnrlsions I @ ( antl ouly
then) we should dcprioritise our MP work in tho form of partial fraotlon work -
obviously cCs stay in whore they oa$- anrl mointain both or:r papcr and overalL
po3.itical line. S\rch e d.efeat will of course be an ertremely scrious one for
toth the workiirg olasa a,,lC for oqr perspectiyes. To canoel ollr|selves out in the
face of it world be a m ong ohoice for us to make.

Carotan raises other Doints that I wilL not rhell on here, exoept to say this:
if the l.IP in the future ceases to be es open a&d fa,rgtionaL as in the recent paBtt
it will chang€ the conditions of the ctass et3u8gle. I}le eumbaly we all a€ree oa

this. The rostabiliEation of the MP from the point of view of tho ruling claes
posea the possibility of a, future r quite stable, right;wi:r6 O government, and
lherefore the likel.ihooil of class strug,gle agoinst it. Of oourge it is wlike\r
that the torking class will therefore llbleak with the l{Prr and we shoulaL maintein
the perspective of takina up the fight lritiin the UP. Brt uncl€r such
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oir oun8t a,nce s
a
b
) the fieUt in the rurio1ls. olear\r takes on a new significarcei
) given the practicaL difficulty of fighting insid-o !iPs, our focus of neoeesity

is on building the aotion a6ainst the government, a,nC lre oould not possibly
limit the perspective of such action with a rrfirst take ove" the CMPsrr

strategr (wirich implies years of Btrug6l.e - possibly neoessary yeersr we

won't lorrow, br.rt not mroh to offer ag a line of i.rmediate struggle ).

I have alrearJlr referred to Grnliffe r e apparent alefenoiveness. Thig rbq'ief
oommentrr is already too long, so I will cut this section eown. In Eorne respeo:tE
r a€ree uith cuitriffe - i.e.'on the guestion of rBint ainin8 crrrr paper; if not the
reasons for this. 3r.rt Grrnliffel s position on a whole series of iszues strikee
me as misguideil. I thir* I woultl a6ree with carolan on the rrexpose the br:reau-
oratsrt thlust to Cunliffe r o argunent: nry objectign to the paper i8 not its laak
of, ilenunciations, but its failure to counter rcformi st wgg eff€otiv€Iy. I
will oomment here on one '. specific aspect of Cunliffe I sEsidion regarding th€ }tr.

Cunlif,fe argues, on the face of it unobjeotional\t, that we neoal to tlraw trthe

most oppressed, layers'r into the strugjle uith us in the O as a wholer inoludirg
the I{P. T}ri6 prosuma'D\r goes a}ong Hith the 'rtuln the ldP outwaldsrr perspeotive.

All I want to say here is that wirilst joining in thc fight in thc i'iP should
be an ggg[ of the perspectivo that ?Je offer rrthe most oppresscdrr, it rmrst not
be sec;-E-Thc nhole story. In iractioe nhat it meansr at least at tho moment,

ie littLe more than going along to MP mectin6s (I am not d.isgu.ising the crusial
importa&cc of pert i culariy some I,E, meetings). IIe neecl to reLate to the etnrggles
of women, blacks, .lrsians, gaffs, the unemploye,i, youthr lrith arl ggEiglgl pers'
peotivc as weII: in tho. first instanoo tho reforcucce of the MP to them is as a
potential am!-Iifier of thei! strr:6g1es. It is only by pr.oving the value of tlre
O ald thc ffiT6:.r immorLiate strrggles that thc '?ioin the IP'r perspoctive
makcB a!J' scnsc.

CunI rg ti.on

Conc

Finally, ono lleneral romark that I have not finj.sheat thinking throu€h.
Everyonc now a6reos it secms that the issue of rrprioritiesl is a falge one. I
alsi a6ree, for tne most pgr.t. Blt it scemB to me that it is false to see the
EP .}5 the political t i.ng of the unions and Leave it at that. Thero is a
d.ifferenoe botneen a pol.itical perty antl what are obviousty ruch more bagic
$orkirg olass orgiurisations. lm olcotrician has littLe choicc }.mt tb be in tbe
ETU, however r"o.tiot o*y its leedership may ber liumbership of thc l[P ie a

qoo"tioo of political fu, i" a qualitatively differenc sensc" In other ffords
it is mon6 to gg!9. worfine outsiale of the MP to labafldoning roactionary
unions'r llittr gnffit 'rleft wing Commrnismr? I arn not, I hope it ie cluar,
advooating loaving the MP. E.1 i think that some of the thooretioal quest ion6
as to thc nature of tne MP antt its preoise reL at ionahi p to the unions ( other than
its teohnioal relationahip) may be in need of clerifioation'


