
 

 

A basic question of solidarity: 
 

Support Iranian workers, 

women and students – or 

the Iranian government? 
 

 
 

 

 
 

ON the morning of Thursday 18 October, three 
masked men shot Majid Hamidi, a 48-year old 
grocery worker and labour activist in the Iranian 
Kurdish city of Sanandaj, seven times in his arm, 
shoulder and neck. Hamidi was taken to Tehran for 
surgery and remains in critical condition. 
  Iranian worker activists and socialists are 
convinced that attacks of this type are done with the 
knowledge and support of the government. 
  In Iran, violent attacks, jailing, torture are a 
common fate for trade unionists. The last few 
months have seen the detention and torture of 
prominent activists like Mansour Ossanlou and 
Ebrahim Madadi of the Tehran bus workers’ union, 
and Mahmoud Salehi of the Saqez bakers’ union, as 
well as severe repression of strikes at the state-
owned Haft Tapeh sugar cane company. 
  Similar repression is regularly dealt out to Iranian 
women, students and national minorities – and 
anyone who challenges Iran’s theocratic capitalist 
regime in the name of democracy from below. 
  The failure of the leading forces in the Stop the War 
Coalition to support grassroots democratic 
movements in Iran – above all the Iranian workers’ 
movement – is a scandal. 
  For the SWP etc, who claim to be socialist, to take 
the position that any harsh criticism of the Iranian 
government – in effect, any criticism of the Iranian 
ruling class – gives credence to US/UK propaganda 
about Iran is not only ludicrous but a betrayal of the 
most elementary principles of working-class 
solidarity. It is not just like scabbing on a strike – it 
means really scabbing on the thousands of strikes 
which take place every week in Iran. 
 

► Solidarity with the Iranian workers’, women’s 
and student movements 
 

► No to military action or economic sanctions 
against Iran 
 

► Down with the Islamic Republic – for a 
Workers’ Republic of Iran! 
 

Agree? Get in touch at awl@workersliberty.org 

The National Union of 

Students protests against 
Stop the War’s failure to 

support Iranian workers 
 
From NUS’s affiliation letter to STWC 
 

“Following our conversations please find attached 
NUS' application form for affiliation for 2007 and a 
cheque to an amount of £200. 
  “However, in joining, we must make clear our 
disagreements with aspects of Stop the War's 
work, particularly the refusal to meaningfully 
support workers', students', women's and other 
progressive movements in Iraq and Iran, and the 
lack of criticism of the Iranian government. 
  “We also believe that to that to be both successful 
and principled, future anti-war activity must be 
based on positive practical support for democratic 
forces in the Middle East such as workers', 
students' and women's movements fighting against 
both western intervention and local reactionary 
movements and regimes.” 
 

For more information email NUS exec member 
Sofie Buckland at sofie.buckland@nus.org.uk 

 

Workers’ Liberty – www.workersliberty.org 

 

Iranian workers protest against casualisation, May 
Day 2006  


