
SURVEY 

Le Pen with NF MPs 

Fascism France 
As Workers' Liberty goes to press, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the 
French National Front, has just 
cancelled his plans to speak at a 
fringe meeting at Tory Party con
ference in October. 

Len Pen was invited by Alfred 
Sherman, a former adviser to Margaret 
Thatcher. But an ad hoc committee, 
'Picket Le Pen', immediately made plans 
to demonstrate in protest. Worried Tories 
complained, and Le Pen withdrew. 

In France, the National Front's 10 per 
cent of the vote has won it a lot of col
laboration from the mainstream right. 

This summer a formal coalition of the 
Gaullist and Radical parties with the Na
tional Front won a local election in 
Grasse. And the mainstream right-wing 
parties on a regional council voted 
through a National Front proposal that 
jobs at a new Disneyland should be 
reserved for people of French nationali
ty. 

In recent years the National Front has 
tried to present itself as a normal right
wing party, not fascist or violent. For 
the French parliamentary elections in 
May 1986 it pulled in a lot of traditional 
right-wing politicians with no fascist past 
to stand as NF candidates. 

Le Pen's recent comment that the 
Nazis' mass murder of six million Jews 
was a matter of debate, and anyway "a 
detail in the history of the Second World 
War", was a lapse. But Le Pen himself 

has spent most of his political history in 
fascist fringe politics. 

As a student he joined Action Fran
caise, the fascist movement of the time. 
In 1956 he was elected to parliament on 
the ticket of the semi-fascist Poujadist 
movement. During the Algerian war of 
independence, there is evidence that he 
took part in torturing Algerian 
prisoners. In 1968 he got a court convic
tion for publishing a record of Nazi 
songs. 

His associates in the NF are of the 
same stripe. Pierre Sergent was the head 
of the French section of the OAS, the 
terrorist organisation set up by Euro
pean settlers in Algeria to fight against 
the French government's decision to give 
Algeria independence. He was sentenced 
to death for his OAS activities, and is 
able to take part in politics today only 
because of a general amnesty granted by 
De Gaulle in 1968. 

Roger Ho!leindre is another former 
OAS man and veteran fascist. Pierre 
Ceyrac is a Moonie. 

The National Front was founded in 
1972. Its main forces came from an 
openly fascist group, Ordre Nouveau, 
which in its turn was a successor to the 
Nazi group Occident. But the NF broke 
decisively out of the world of Hitler
nostalgia fringe politics when it got a big 
vote in the municipal elections of 1983. 

In the Euro-elections of 1984 it did 
even better: 11 ll/o of the vote. The NF's 
score in France's parliamentary elections 
of May 1986 was slightly lower, at 

9.8%, but the significant thing was that 
the 1984 result had been shown not to 
be a one-off. Today, 240/o of those ques
tioned will tell an opinion poll that they 
agree with much of what Le Pen says. 

The NF won 35 MPs in 1986. Across 
France, it had only 20,000 votes fewer 
than the once-mighty French Communist 
Party. It scored heavily in run-down 
working-class areas. It got 14½ ll/o of the 
vote in Seine-St. Denis, the Paris 
suburbs which were once the stronghold 
of the CP. 

The NF's biggest successes were in the 
south, where large numbers of former 
Algerian settlers provide a base for far
right politics. It scored 240/o in 
Marseilles. 

The NF's main pitch is anti
immigrant. 2'/2 million unemployed 
equals 2 ½ million immigrants, it says. It 
claims not to be violent, but a Socialist 
Party activist was killed by a NF

member during the May 1986 election 
campaign. Many NF members have at
tacked Arabs, Jews and worker militants 
-· sometimes fatally. The electoral rise
of the NF has gone together with a rise
in street violence against Arabs.

SOS-Racisme was founded in 1985 to 
oppose Le Pen, and had a big success in 
that year with a badge saying 'Touche 
pas a mon pote' (Don't touch my pal), 
defending blacks and Arabs against the 
NF's racism. Socialist Party members 
have played a big role in SOS-Racisme. 

However, the weaknesses of the Left 
helped lay the basis for Le Pen's rise. In 
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