
WHAT NEXT?
> 23 November Day of Action: protest, walk out, occupy

> 30 November: students and workers unite

> 10 December: NCAFC conference

This demo marks a step forward for the student movement, and for the broader struggle against cuts.  
Thousands of students from across the country have taken to the streets, despite only token support from  
the National Union of Students, mobilised by the activist groups which burgeoned during last year’s  
struggles. In particular, we are proud of the central role of the National Campaign Against Fees and Cuts , 
and of Workers’ Liberty students role in that campaign.

If today is a success, we should celebrate – then get on with organising the next steps. What are they?

1. 23 November Day of Action
Last year's 10 November demo sparked the biggest wave of student actions for 20 years. Now that the  
student movement has restarted, the NCAFC has called a Day of Action on 23 November as a follow up to 
this demo – to keep the movement mobilised, and as a step towards the 30 November strike day.

If you're in school or college, considering organising a walk out. If you’re at university, consider going into  
occupation. Whatever you do, make sure you organise a protest or action on 23 November. More details,  
ideas and materials on the NCAFC website www.anticuts.com

As part of this, if there isn't one already, build an open, democratic anti-cuts group on your campus, to get 
activists organised and build for further action after today. Again, the NCAFC can help you.

2. 30 November strike day
Following the overwhelming vote by Unison members to strike, it is even more likely that 30 November will  
see the biggest workers' action so far against the Tory cuts – and the biggest day of strike action since the  
General Strike in 1926. It's crucial that students get prepared to organise solidarity with the strikers.

Make links with the unions on your campus and in your town, organise to go to their picket lines, to attend  
their demos, to hold solidarity actions. For ideas on how to do this, visit the NCAFC and Workers' Liberty  
websites, and get in touch.

3. 10 December: build the NCAFC
This demo was organised by the National Campaign Against Fees and Cuts. Without the NCAFC, it would  
not have happened. The NCAFC is the only national campaign against fees and cuts not controlled by one  
political group and with open, democratic structures allowing activists to get involved and take ownership.

The NCAFC conference on 10 December is a crucial chance to take stock after the huge struggles of the 
next month, and organise to step up the struggle in the new year. It will take place on Saturday 10  
December, in Birmingham. Please come, and try to bring a group from your college or university.

Workers' Liberty 
students
9 November 2011 NCAFC demonstration bulletin



You've probably been given half a dozen socialist 
leaflets on this demo. How is this one different?
There's a good chance that you'll be given at least six or seven different socialist leaflets on this demo –  
and perhaps more! It's not an unreasonable question to ask what the difference between the different  
socialists are, but that's not something most of them will address.

We'd argue Workers' Liberty is distinctive as a revolutionary socialist organisation in three key respects:

1. Building genuinely broad, open campaigns
Rather than just promoting ourselves, or setting up front campaigns which pretend to be broad but are in  
fact controlled by us (like the SWP's Education Activist Network campaign), we seek to involve ourselves  
in broad, democratic campaigns which unite activists from different political backgrounds. The NCAFC is a  
good example, but it's an approach we take more generally – not just in the student movement, but in the  
labour movement too. AWL members played a crucial role in setting up the NCAFC and in proposing and  
building for this national demo. That's not just a question of how to organise, but a difference of political  
approach - “following the logic of the struggle”, as Trotsky put it, rather than just short-term self-promotion.

2. Positive working-class politics, not just 'rage'
Much of the left bases itself mainly on the “negative” elements of the socialist program – anti-capitalism,  
anti-imperialism – but forgets what we're supposed to be for. The result is lining up with reactionary forces 
which are at least as hostile towards the values and struggles we stand for as the dominant powers that  
be. Whether it's Fidel Castro's Stalinist regime in Cuba, the Qaddafi dictatorship in Libya or right-wing  
Islamist movements in the Middle East, many socialists make the assumption that if you're anti-
US/Britain/Israel you're on our side. And that all we need is more “rage”, more militancy, not liberatory,  
democratic ideas about how to win a better society than what we have at the moment.
The way to avoid this kind of nonsense is to know clearly what you're for. Socialists should stand for  
working-class struggle, for democracy, for women's rights and gay rights, for anti-racism, for human  
liberation all over the world. My enemy's enemy is not my friend!

3. A democratic organisation
Read the debate and discussion in our paper, Solidarity; and read the Alliance for Workers' Liberty's 
constitution on our website. You'll see we debate and discuss ideas freely with a culture of democracy and  
openness. That might seem obvious, but in fact it's a far cry from the way most socialists in Britain today  
organise. If you want an organisation where you take responsibility for the organisation's collective  
decisions, but as an essential part of that think for yourself, Workers' Liberty is the organisation for you.

What should we fight for?
We want to suggest some demands the student 
movement should take up.

• No to the HE White Paper
• Students and workers unite – defend every 
course, department and job
• Keep the private providers out of education
• No to higher interest on student loans

And some bigger slogans:

• Scrap all fees, living grants/EMA
• Cancel all student debt
• Education is a public service – restore the 
teaching grant, nationalise the universities
• Tax the rich – nationalise the banks – education,  
jobs and services for all

We can fight for these demands now, but they point  
towards the need for a different kind of government  
from what is currently on offer, a workers' 
government based on the labour movement and 
serving the majority as the Tories serve the rich.

 2

        Dates and links
 17 November: Greece – can the working   
 class take power? Workers' Liberty  
 London forum with Greek socialist 
 7.30pm, Calthorpe Arms, 252 Grays Inn 
 Road, Kings Cross
 

 23 November: NCAFC Day of Action
f

  26 November: Is this as good as it gets? 
 Women's lot under capitalism. Socialist 
 feminist conference. 11am-5.30pm, UCL

 10 December: NCAFC conference

 NCAFC
 www.anticuts.com
 f

 Workers' Liberty
 www.workersliberty.org
 students@workersliberty.org
 07796 690 874


