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Brexit is a creation of the right wing.
Across the world, radical rightwing
forces are promoting climate change
denial, hyper-neo-liberalism and
deregulation, higher borders, and
looking inward. In America, Trump. .
In the UK, Brexit. Labour needs to
fight such forces, not triangulate with
them.

Born of a million Daily Mail
headlines demonisin and a racist,
lying campaign led by disaster
capitalists and their school chums,
Brexit is bad news.

We have already seen, in the
European Elections, what our look-
both-ways stance has done to the
Labour supporters that won us such

gains in 2017 and overwhelmingly
backed Jeremy Corbyn twice. Vastly
more Labour voters defected to
Remain parties than to Leave.

The first result of Brexit will be
merciless job cuts. That was
Thatcher’s opening move against our
side, too. Job losses, emboldening the
right wing, demoralising Labour
supporters, the harsh terms of new
trade deals (for example with
Trump’s America): these things will
make it much, much harder for
Labour to carry out its programme.
To be faithful to that programme we
have to back Remain. To be real
friends to Labour and its leadership
we need to vote to stop it from
making a mistake. Back Remain!

Worst of Both Worlds

Some in the Party advocate
negotiating a “Labour Brexit” in
order to mollify the most fervent
Leave voters.

The EU has negotiated May’s Brexit
deal. The constraints on it are set not
by EU malice, but by the
fundamental economic relations and
by avoiding a "hard border" in
Ireland.  The EU has said it is open to
tweaks, but not fundamental
renegotiation. As John McDonnell
said back in November 2018: "We're
talking about finalising a deal, we're
not talking about starting from
scratch".

Labour for a Socialist Europe formed part of the coalition organising the
#StopTheCoup protests which followed Boris Johnson announcing his plans to
prorogue Parliament to force through a No Deal Brexit. Hundreds of thousands of
people took to the streets in more than three hundred protests around the country. 

...continued overleaf



To merit the name "Labour", a
Labour Brexit would have to retain
freedom of movement for European
citizens and guarantee against a hard
border in Ireland. It would entail
continued membership of the Single
Market and Customs Union so as to
keep the UK from becoming reliant
on harsh deals with the USA. 

If Labour negotiated such a Brexit, it
would mean, essentially, adopting all
or almost all the rules of the EU but
having Britain opt out of the
processes of making and changing
those rules. Both die-hard Leave
voters, and "remain and transform"
people, would be angered. A
“Labour Brexit” would be an obvious
sham. It would be something like
"Norway-Plus" or  a warmed-up
version of May’s deal. It would show
up Labour as having no principles.

Democracy

Labour is already proposing a second
referendum on Brexit. That is
democratic. We have regular
elections because in a democracy
people have the chance to change
their minds, especially as the facts
change. No parliament binds a future
parliament. No or referendum
should or can wipe out the right of
the (very large) minority to continue
arguing and, as the facts become
clear as they have done, to win the
majority.

Leadership

How would we justify a |"Labour
Brexit" to workers bearing the brunt
of the damage? By saying, “We did
this, knowing it to be a bad idea,
because we thought it would make
us popular with you”? 

Being seen as “a Remain Party” is not
something to be feared. Labour is
already seen as a Remain party.
Labour has been edged into
opposing all the actual available
Brexit deals and into proposing a
new public vote with a Remain
option. Almost all Labour members
are Remainers. We argued for
Remain in the 2016 referendum.

The question now is whether Labour
is seen as a Remain party with the
courage of its convictions, clearly
fighting for "Remain and Transform",
proclaiming free movement as a
positive - or whether we appear as
trimmers, triangulators, mumblers.

If we give leadership, we can offer
hope. And a lack of hope is what has
got us into this mess.

Labour should say: “we campaigned
for Remain in 2016 and we have not
changed our principles. Brexit is a
fake answer to real problems. Let the
Tories try to explain how it will help
you: we won’t paint it up for them.
We have real answers: taxing the
rich, a Green New Deal, freedom for
trade unions, nationalised public
services and a rebuilt NHS. We won’t
let anyone stop us – not the EU and
not the Brexiters who seek to divide
us.”

Fight the Big Lie – Remain and Rebel

The Big Lie of Brexit is this: “your
problems are caused by foreigners
and foreign countries.” Labour must
not tell such lies. 
Wages are not driven down by
migrants: they are driven down by
bosses. Many of the most inspiring
trade union struggles of the moment
are being waged by migrant workers.
They are driving wages up – and
Labour should help them do it. The
way to prevent the exploitation of
migrants is to give them more rights
and make them more secure, less
afraid of deportation. Brexit would
make migrants’ rights
dependent upon their
having a job – both
Labour and Tories
have indicated this.
That means if you
stand up to your boss
you risk not just
sacking but
deportation. That’s 
a union-buster’s
charter. 

Danny Dorling, Labour
supporter and respected
academic, makes it clear: “Brexit
was made in the Home Counties,
in the South of England... There
were more Leave voters in
Hampshire alone than in all of
the following places combined:
Derby, Blackpool, Leeds,
Sheffield, Great Yarmouth and
Merthyr Tydfil.” On the other
hand, strongly-Remain-voting
Merseyside, Glasgow,
Manchester and the most
deprived boroughs of London are
certainly Labour Heartlands! 
Source: tinyurl.com/dorling19

Was brexit a
revolt of the
“labour
heartlands”?
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A banner on one of the
recent, mammoth anti-
Brexit demonstrations.
Labour for a Socialist
Europe forms part of the
‘left-bloc’ at the protests,
calling for free movement,
migrants’ rights and a
socialist transformation of
Europe.
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A motion from Labour Campaign for Free
Movement (LCFM), submitted by five CLPs, calls
on the party to extend free movement and back the
closure of all detention centres.
A motion from campaign, Labour Against Racism
and Fascism (LARAF), has been put by seven
CLPs. It calls on Labour to “end the detention
estate” and “adopt a community-led response for
migrants”.

Both motions share a key pledge – the closure of
all detention centres  – but they have been
categorised differently, which risks splitting the
vote in the priorities ballot at conference, more or
less guaranteeing they won’t get on the ballot.

We prefer the LCFM motion. Closing all detention
centres and defending    free movement is clear,
correct and precise: the LARAF motion is too
vague. But both motions deserve the right to be
heard and not carved out by procedural tricks! 

BACK FREE
MOVEMENT
NO TO THE CAC STITCH-UP!

WOT NO BREXIT 
MOTIONS?
   90 motions on Brexit have been submitted to
Labour Conference 2019. Of these, 81 call on
Labour to back Remain in a public vote. A
majority of motions back revoking Article 50 if
necessary to prevent No Deal, and a few support
revoke as a policy stance.

But not one single motion endorses Brexit, or
opposes a referendum on Brexit with a Remain
option, or calls for a “Labour Brexit”. 

So why is there so much talk in the media of a
“Labour Brexit”? How did that become Labour
policy when there is 0 support for it, as shown by
motions submitted to conference?

Could it be because of behind-the-scenes
lobbying from unelected Lexit-minded figures
such as Seumas Milne, Andrew Murray, Karie
Murphy, who brief the press and write the
speeches, with no reference to the will of the
membership? 

Reader, you be the judge.
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On Saturday delegates will be given the opportunities to
prioritise zones for debate. Hundreds of motions have been
submitted by constituencies across the country, so this is a
crucial moment if we’re going to get the policy we need!

Labour for a Socialist Europe has co-sponsored a motion
with Another Europe is Possible and Open Labour. It has
been submitted by almost 50 CLPs!

1. Prioritise Brexit!
But there are a number of other bits of policy we want
passed too. Please consider prioritising these policy issues
as well: 

2. Immigration
3. Green New Deal
4. Schools
5. LGBT+ Inclusive
Education for all
6. Sex work

7. Working hours
8.Kashmir
9. Autism &
Neurodiversity
10. Homelessness
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We strongly support the drive for a Green
New Deal to fight climate change. The fight
against climate change is a socialist fight, of
workers against exploiters and polluters, for
planet before profit. Supporters of L4SE are
backing a radical version of the Green New
Deal promoted by the Clarion magazine.

To the main motion, it adds the following key
points:
- Repealing all anti-trade union laws, to allow
workers to take action on climate change
- No airport expansion
- Free public transport for all
- Nationalisation of the energy sector and of
finance

If we truly believe that we are in a climate
emergency, and that the workers’ movement is
what can save us, and that we need to break
the rule of profit – then there can be no half
measures. You can’t get to negative emissions
if you expand airports! Workers can’t fight
polluting bosses with both hands tied behind
their backs! Big fossil fuel giants and their
bankers won’t voluntarily take a big hit to
their profits and “put it in the ground” – we
need to take matters out of their hands! We
urge delegates to support these four key
policies.

FOR A SOCIALIST
GREEN NEW DEAL

Being in the EU does not prevent Britain from
having capital controls or nationalising
things. Greece operated capital controls from
2015 to 2019. In 2018, East Coast Mainline was
nationalised. In 2019 the Scottish government
nationalised the Ferguson shipyard on the
Clyde. In 2008-9, banks were nationalised in
many EU countries. Neither Greece, nor
England, nor Scotland, has been chucked out
of the EU. If a Labour government were to do
something that upset EU rules and
regulations, Labour should simply break
those rules and work with labour movements
and the left across the EU to annul and
change those rules – Remain and Rebel. 

In 2018, Germany’s Tory government was
said by the EU to be in breach of 74 rules.
Breaking the rules is an option – and it’s one
that socialists have never been afraid of. So
why should we be less rebellious than Angela
Merkel?

BUT WHAT ABOUT NATIONALISING
THE RAILWAYS?
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FRINGE MEETINGS
& CAUCUSES
Saturday 3pm 
Caucus hosted by Another Europe is Possible & Labour for a
Socialist Europe. For details contact Nadia Whittome (07817432090) 

Sunday, 5pm
Remain and Transform, Walrus Pub
Speakers: Ana Gomes MEP, Lloyd Russell Moyle MP, Alex Sobel
MP, Nadia Whittome, Laura Parker and Mary Kaldor 

Monday, 1pm 
Free movement and beyond: a radical immigration policy for
Labour, Walrus Pub.
Speakers: Clive Lewis MP, Ash Sarkar, Ana Oppenheim, Maya
Goodfellow and Manuel Cortes. 

Tuesday, 6.30pm
10 million people denied a vote, Walrus Pub.
Speakers: David Lammy MP and Paul Sweeney MP-


