
After dozens of meetings
amounting to months of nego-
tiations, there will not be a
treaty on the table in Copen-

hagen and whatever agreement is
reached, it will not turn the tide in time
to significantly reduce greenhouse
emissions.
Research into the physical science has

reinforced the urgency of action on cli-
mate change. Last month a group of
leading scientists, heavily involved in
climate research through the official
IPCC process, published The Copen-
hagen Diagnosis, an updated synthesis
of the latest findings. The scientists
argue there is acceleration of melting of
ice-sheets, glaciers and ice-caps in the
Arctic, Greenland and elsewhere and
rapid Arctic sea-ice decline. They say
that sea-level predictions have been un-
derestimated and need to be revised: by
2100, global sea-level is likely to rise at
least twice as much as projected by the
IPCC just two years ago. Several vul-
nerable elements in the climate system,
such as continental ice-sheets, theAma-
zon rainforest and the West African
monsoon “could be pushed towards
abrupt or irreversible change if warm-
ing continues in a business-as-usual

way throughout this century”.
Over the past 25 years temperatures

have increased at a rate of 0.19°C per
decade, though of course short-term
fluctuations have occurred. The reason
for continued warming is surging
greenhouse gas emissions. Global car-
bon dioxide emissions from fossil fuels
in 2008 were nearly 40% higher than
those in 1990.
The report concludes that “the turn-

ing point must come soon”. If global
warming is to be limited to a maximum
of 2°C above pre-industrial values,
“global emissions need to peak be-
tween 2015 and 2020 and then decline
rapidly”. To stabilise climate, a very
low carbon society with per capita
emissions under 1 metric ton CO2 is
necessary by 2050.
Barack Obama has announced that

the US could agree to cut emissions...
by a modest 17% below 2005 levels by
2020 pending congressional approval
— only 4% below 1990 levels. Given its
responsibility both historically and at
present for emissions, the US should be
singled out for criticism. This is far too
little, too late from the world’s biggest
power.
China has announced it will set a

“binding goal” to cut CO2 per unit of
GDP (known as “carbon intensity”) by
40-45% below 2005 levels by 2020.
Many on the left and in NGOs in-

volved in climate change issues are soft
on China out of misplaced “third
worldism”. China is now the largest
world emitter and, irrespective of who
buy the goods its pumps out, unless
China alsomakes the transition to a low
carbon economy in the next generation,
efforts elsewhere in the world will be-
come increasingly irrelevant. No
should socialist pull their punches in
criticising the totalitarian ruling class
that runs China for its own market-dri-
ven ends — exploiting millions of
workers and peasants in the process.

CAPITALIST COMPETITION

Getting an international agreement
on climate change is fatally im-

peded by capitalist competition.
All the fractions of capital are united

by their rapacious hunger for profit, but
like a band of thieves they fall out over
the spoils. Climate change is just the lat-
est terrain in which these battles are
being fought out.

CAPITALIST
GOVERNMENTS
WON’T SAVE
THE PLANET
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• Build green energy under public control
• Cheap, integrated public transport

• A workers’ reconversion plan



International agreements are also
likely to fail because the bourgeois sys-
tem consists of competitive states, with
different capacities and different inter-
ests – and subject to different pressures
from the particular ruling capitalist
classes that they represent. The bour-
geoisie cannot represent the general,
universal interest on climate change be-
cause its “executive committees” are
themselves riven with conflicts and di-
visions.
Capitalism, left to its own devices,

will not save the planet. It will choose
short-term profit instead.

NEOLIBERALISM

The capitalist governments propose
some measures — but al are gov-

erned by neoliberalism.
The commodification of atmosphere,

the enclosure of the biosphere and the
imposition of a market for carbon are
the central mechanisms proposed by
the masters of the universe to tackle cli-
mate change. It is clear what this
means: make the transition to a low car-
bon economy profitable for capital,
while making the working class pay for
it.
The European Union’s Emission

Trading Scheme will make some capi-
talists £50 billion richer by 2012 accord-
ing to official estimates. Some
capitalists have used the permits to
help themselves through the economic
downturn, rather than switch to less
polluting technologies, as the market
was supposed to signal.
A report by the Global Humanitarian

Forum this year estimated that climate
change is already killing over 300,000
people a year across the globe, with
over 2.8 billion people living in areas of
the world prone to floods, storms,
droughts and sea level rise. These ef-
fects will only grow in the coming
decades. “Market signals” will not stop
them.
In the UK, the recent floods in Cum-

bria indicate the effects here and now of
climate change. On top of this, the gov-
ernment’s Low Carbon Transition Plan
states that energy bills will go up by at
least £125 a year, every year — that is
by at least 10%, so the private energy
firms can restructure for climate
change. That’s on top of the average
16% per year rises in fuel bills in each
of the last four years, brought on fluc-
tuations in the fossil fuel prices —

driven at least 4 million people in the
UK into fuel poverty (i.e. people who
spend at least 10% of their income to
keep warm).
The same capitalists and their ser-

vants who cause the climate crisis are
launching a savage attack on working
class living standards in order to pay
for the mess they created.

WORKING-CLASS RESPONSE

Working class people are doubly
affected by global warming— by

the physical impacts of droughts and
floods, storms and heatwaves — and
by the neoliberal climate politics of
their rulers. Working class people have
a direct material interest in tackling cli-
mate change, to avoid being its princi-
pal victim.
And workers are the largest and

most powerful social force, increasing
bound together by globalisation into
interdependent circuits of production
and exchange. The working class has
the power to stop the system in its
tracks and to create a new, collective,

democratic political economy that
combines meeting human needs with
climate protection.
Some of the answers to CO2 reduc-

tion — such as a cheap integrated pub-
lic transport system — will make
instant sense to most workers. Others
— such as green energy under work-
ers’ control and the workers’ reconver-
sion plan — need to be discussed and
debated in the labour and ecology
movements. But such issues are mag-
nified in their importance as we live
through economic crisis.
Why should steel plants close down

when we need wind turbines and tidal
power stations? Why should car plants
close when they could be converted to
producing recycling technologies?
Aworking class-based climate move-

ment, binding together the best of the
organised labour movement with the
new layer of ecological activists is an
immediate necessity.
Socialists should throw ourselves

into the demonstrations, discussions
and actions over the coming weeks to
help make that movement a living re-
ality.

HOW WIND TURBINE
WORKERS BECAME A POWER

Sometimes struggles come along that help us learn the basic and valuable
lessons about what it means to be a working-class activist fighting for so-
cialism, and the ideas and tactics necessary to undertake that fight. The

struggle that took place on the Isle of Wight in summer 2009 to prevent the clo-
sure of the Vestas wind turbine blades factory was such a struggle.
It taught us, against ruling-class myths about the non-existence of class or

the passivity of working people, that workers can and will fight.
It taught us that organised socialists and other class struggle activists can

play a vital role in catalysing key struggles.
Workers’ Liberty’s new pamphlet — “The Vestas jobs battle: How wind tur-

bine workers became a power” — aims to reaffirm these and other lessons and
spread them throughout the working-class and envi-
ronmental movements so that those who were not di-
rectly involved will have a chance to consider them.
Containing numerous testimonies from Vestas

worker-activists, campaign supporters and others —
as well as Workers’ Liberty’s Marxist analysis of the
dispute, more often than not written and distributed
on-the-spot at the protest camp outside the factory
— the pamphlet is an invaluable resource for any
activist who wants to ensure that when the next
similar struggle emerges it will end in victory.

£3.50 (p&p free), from PO Box 823, London, SE15
4NA. Cheques to “AWL”
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